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    [Original Title.] THE VNION at THE TWO NOBLE AND ILLUSTRE FAMELIES LANCASTRE & YORKE, BEETNO LONG IH CONT.NUAL B.SCENS.ON FOR THE CROUNE OF TH,S NOBLE REALME, WITH AIL THE ACTES DONE IN BOTHE THE TYMES OF THE PRINCES, EOTHE OF THE ONE LINAGE AND OF THE OTHER, BEGINNYNG AT THE TYME OF KYNG HENRY THE FOWERTH, THE FIRST AUCTHOR OF THIS DEUISION, AND SO SUCCESSIUELY PROCEADVNO TO THE REIGNE OF THE HIGH AND PRUDENT PRINCE KYNG HENRY THE EIGHT, THE VNDUBITATE FLOWER AND VERY HEIRE OF BOTH THE SAYD LINAGES. 1548,
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    HALL'S CHRONICLE; CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, DURING THE REIGN OF HENRY THE FOURTH, AND THE SUCCEEDING MONARCHS, -s TO THE END OF THE REIGN OF HENRY THE EIGHTH, IN WHICH ARE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THOSE PERIODS. CAREFULLY COLLATED WITH THE EDITIONS OF 1548 AND 1550. LONDON: PRINTED FOR J. JOHNSON; F. C. AND J. RIVINGTON; T. PAYNE; WILKIE OBINSON; LONGMAN, HURST, REES AND < CADELL AND DAVIES; AND J. MAWMAN. 1809. FOR j. JOHNSON; F. c. AND j. RIVINGTON; T. PAYNE; WILKJE ~ J/ AND ROBINSON; LONGMAN, HURST, REES AND ORMJE; 
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    Dfl G . Woodfall, Printer." Paternoster-row.
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    f TO THE MOST MIGHTIE, VERTEOUS AND EXCELLENT PRINCE EDWARD THE SIXT, BY THE GRACE OI GOD, KYNG OF ENGLAND, FRAUNCE AND IRELAND, DEFENDOROFTHE CATHOLIKE FAITH, AND VNDER GOD SUPREME HED, OF THE CHURCHES OF ENGLAND AND IRELAND. YOUR MOSTE HUMBLE SUBIECT EDWARD HALLE, WISSHETH HEALTH, HONOR, AND FELICITIEj the cancard enemie to Fame and renoune the suckyng serpet of auncient memory, the dedly darte to the glory of princes, and the defacer of all conquestes and notable actes, so muche bare rule in the firste and seconde age of the worlde, that nothyng was set out to mennes knowledge ether how the world was made either howe man and beastes wer created, or how the worlde was destroyed   by water til father Moses had by deuine inspiracio in the third age, inuented letters, the treasure of memorie, and set furth fiue notable bokes, to the greate comfort of all people liuyng at this daie. Likewise Mercurie in Egipte inuented letters and writyng, whiche Cadmus after brought into Grece. So euery nacio was desirous to enhaunce lady Fame, and to suppresse that dedly beast Obliuio. For what diuersitie is betwene a noble prince & a poore begger, ye a reasonable man and a brute beast, if after their death there be left of theim no remembrance or token. So that euidently it appereth that Fame is the triumphe of glory, and memory by litterature is the verie dilator and setter furth of Fame. How muche therfore are princes, gouernoures, and noble menne bounde to theim whiche haue so huely set furth the hues and actes of their parentes, that all though thei bee ded by mortall death, yet thei by writyng and Fame liue and bee continually present. If no man had written the goodnesse of noble Augustus, nor the pitie of merciful Traian, how shoulde their successours haue folowed ther steppes in vertue and princely qualit.es: on the contrarie parte, if the crueltie of Nero, the vngracious life of Caligula had not beene put in remembrance, young Princes and fraile gouernors might likewise haue fallen in a like pit, but by redyng their Vices and seyng their mische1 ueous
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    VI ueou.s ende, thei bee compelled to leaue their euill waies, and embrace the good qualities of notable princes and prudent gouernours : Tims, writyng is the keye to enduce vertue, and represse vice : Thus memorie maketh menne ded many a thousande yere still to Hue as though thei wer present ; Thus Fame triumpheth vpon death, and renoune vpon Obliuion, and all by reason of writyng and historic. Alas my soueraigne Lorde, my herte lamenteth to knowe and remembre what rule this tyrante Obliuion bare in this realme, in the tyme of the Britons. For from the first habitacion of this land, no man of the Britons either set furthe historic of their begynnyng, or wrote the hole liues of their princes & kynges, excepte Gildas whiche inueighed against the euill doynges of a fewe tyrantes and euill gouernours. In so muche that Cesar writeth, that when he was in this realme, the people could not tel their linage, nor their begynnyng. ^ But one Geffrey of Monmothe a thousand yere and more after lulius Cesar, translated a certayn Britishe or Welshe boke, conteinyng the commyng of Brute with the sequele of his linage, tnl the tyme of Cadwalader, whiche Britishe boke if it had slept a litle lenger, Brute with al his posteritie had ben buried in the poke of Obliuion, for lacke of writyng. The strong Saxons, after thei had gayned this lande, set vp the biiner of Fame, and had their liues notably writte by diuerse and sundery famous clerkes, euen from their firste entery into this lande, till the firste Monarchy, and so successyuely. In the Normans tyme, many notable woorkes hath been set furthe, some of one prince perticulerly, & some of mo : So that in fine, all the stories of kynges, from kyng Willyam the firste, to kyng Edward the third, bee set furthe at length by diuerse authours in the Latin toungue, as by Matthewe of Paris sometyme religious in saincte Albons and other. After whome lohn Frossart wrote the liues of kyng Edward the third, and kyng Richard the seconde, so compendeously and so largely, that if there were not so many thynges spoken of in his long woorkes, I might beleue all written in his greate volumes to bee as trewe as the Gospell. But I haue redde an olde Prouerbe, whiche saithe, that in many woordes, a lye or twayne sone male scape. Sithe the ende of Frossarte whiche endeth at the begynnyng of kyng Henry the fourthe, no man in the Englishe toungue, hath either set furth their honors accordyng to their desertes, nor yet declared many notable actes worthy of memorie dooen in the tyme of seuen Kynges, wliic*he after kyng Richarde succeded : Excepte Robert Fabian and one with out name, whiche wrote the common English Chronicle, men worthy to be praysed for their diligence, but farre shptyng wide from the butte of an historic. Wherefore moste drad and benigne souereigne Lord, lest cancarde Obliuion should
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    Vll *.* should deface the glory of these seuen Princes, to whom you be of all sides lineall heire and very inheritour, I haue compiled and gathered (and not made) out of diuerse writers, as well forayn as Englishe, this simple treatise whiche I haue named the vnion of the noble houses of Lancaster and Yorke, conioyned together by the godly mariage of your moste noble graundfather, and your verteous grandmother. CFor as kyng henry the fourthe was the beginnyng and rote of the great discord and deuision : so was the godly matrimony, the final ende of all discencions, titles and debates. \ Besechyng your highe Maiestie, to take this my simple and rude woorke, accordyng to your accustomed goodnesse in good part, not regardyng the thyng, but my good will to my natiue countree, whose fame for lacke of writyng may muche be darkened and defaced, and thus I pray to the celestmll Lorde to send you victorie ouer your enemies, Peace with your confederates, loue of your subiectes : and in conclusion, perpetuall ioye & eternall fehcitee. RICHARD GRAFTON TO THE READER, I must craue of the most gentle reader, charitably to iudge of me the imprinter of thisworke, if ought herin shalbe sene vnto the of purpose to bee omitted either not sufficiently delated and set furth, or elles somethyng to playnly spoken, in the which might be noted affeccion, that thou wilt excuse me therin, for I professe that I haue as nere as in me lay, nether altered nor added any thyng of my selfe in the whole woorke, otherwise the the aucthor writ the same. But this is to be noted, that the Aucthor therof, who though not to al me, yet to many very wel knowe, was a man in the later tyme of his lyfe not so paynfull and studious as before he had ben : wherfore he perfited and writt this historic no farther then to the foure and twentie yere of kyng Henry the eight : the rest he left noted in diuers and many pamphletes and papers, whych so diligently- & truly as I coulde, I gathered the same together, & haue in suchewise compiled them, as may after thesaied yeres, apere in this woorke : but vtterly without any addicion of myne. Therfore my requestand desyr as aforesaied,is, that thou wilt truly and charitably iudge me: And so sone as my leasure will serue, for thine ease & ready fyndyng of any thyng herein conteyned I purpose to gather an exact table of the whole woorke. IF The
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    The names of the aucthors aswell Latin as other, out of the whiche this worke was first gathered, and after compiled and conioyned. LATIN AUCTHORS. FRENCHE AUCTHOR.S. Polichronicon. Enguerant de Munstrellet. Cronica Cronicarum. lean Buchet. /- •' -' " • .' . Nauclerus. lean Mayer de Beiges. Polidorus. Argenton. Paulus ^Emilius. La Mere dez Histories. Voluteranus. Les annales de Fraunce. Gauguinus. Les annales de Aquitayne. Albertus Krantz. Les Croniq ; de Britayne. Michael Ricius. Giles Corozett. Hector Boetius. Les Croniques de Normandi. loannes Maior. Le Rosarie. Abbas Wyssenbergensis. Le genolagie des Roys Carion. Supplementum Cronicarum. Gesta Tholosanorum. Cronica Brabancie. ENGLISHE "WRITERS. Treuisa. Ihon Hardyng. Fabian. The Chronicles of London. Sir Thomas Moore. Ihon Basset. Caxton. Balantyne. And out of other diuers Pamphlettes, the names of whom are to moste menne vnknowen. The names of the histories coteigned in this Volume. An introduccion into the deuision of the two houses of Lancastre and Yorke. i. The vnquiet tyme of kyng Hery the Fowerth. ii. The victorious actes of kyng Henry the v. iii. The troubleous season of kyng Henry the vi. iiii. The prosperous reigne of kyng Edward the iiij. v. The pitifull life of kyng Edward the v. vi. The tragicall doynges of kyng Richard the iij. vii. The politike gouernaunce of kyng Henry the vij. viii. The triumphant reigne of king Henry the viij. FINIS. 1F An
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    AN INTRODUCTION INTO THE HISTORY OF KYNG HENRY THE FOURTHE. WHAT mischiefs hath insurged in realmes by intestine deuision, wiiat depopulacion "Tfath ensued in countries by ciuil! discencio, what detestable murder hath been comitted in citees by seperate faccions, and what calamitee hath ensued in famous regios by domestical discord & vnnaturall controuersy : Rome hath felt, Italy can testifie, Fraunce can bere witnes, Beame can tell, Scotlande maie write, Denmarke can shewe, and especially this noble realme of Englande can apparantly declare and make demonstra^ ci-on. For who abhorreth not to expresse the heynousf factes comitted in Rome, by the ciuill war betwene Julius Cesar and hardy Popey by_j^^h^ejdisc_orde^ tJ3,e__brig]it glory of the triuphant Rome was eclipsed & shadowed ? $hp can reherce what mischefes and what plages the pleasant countree of Italy hath tasted and suffered by the sedicious faccions of the Guelphes and Gebelynes ? Who can reporte the misery that daiely hath ensued in Fraunce, by the discorde of the houses of Burgoyne and Orliens : Or in Scotland betwene the brother and brother, the vncle and the nephew ? \J^ic>. can curiously endite the inanifolde battailles that were fought in the realme of Beame, betwene the eatholikes and the pestiferous sectes of the Adamites and others? WJtiat damage discencion hath clooen in *~~*^ ^^~^ O - — - i --- i • i ui •••ay~||~" iG_e£rnan^^_nj^J^jirnarke, all Christians at this daie can well declare. And the Turke can bere good testimony, wfiiche by the discord of christen princes hath amplified greatly His , seigniory and dominion. yBut what miserie, what murder, end what execrable plagues this famous region hath suffered by the deuision and discencion of the renoumed houses of La.ncas.tre. and YorkeJjny witte cannot comprehende nor .my toung declare nether yet iny penne fully set furthe.J FOR what noble man liueth at this daie, or what gentleman of any auncient stocke or progeny is clere, whose linage hath not ben infested. and plaged with this vnnaturall dcui^IPJlh-. All the other discordes, sectes and faccions almoste liuely florishe and continue al this presente tyme, to the greate dieplesure and prejudice of all the Christian publike welth. But the olde deuided controuersie betwene the fornamed families of Lacastre aild Yorke, by the vnion of Matrimony celebrate and consummate betwene the high and mighty Prince Kyng Henry the seuenth and the lady Elizabeth his moste worthy Quene, the one beeyng indubitate heire of the hous of Lancastre, and the other of Yorke was suspended and appalled in the person of their moste noble, puissat and mighty heire kyng Henry the eight, and by hym clerely buried and perpetually extinct. So that all men (more clerer then the B sonne) i / V.. i •
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    8( AN INTRODUCCION INTO THE HISTORY OF sonne) male apparantly perceiue, that as by discord greate thynges decaie and fall to ruine> so the same by concord be reuiued and erected. In likewise also all regions whiche by deuisio and discencion be vexed, molested and troubled, bee by vnion and agrernent releued pacified and enriched. BY vnion of the Godhed to the manhod, manne was ioyned to God whiche before by the temptacion of the subtle serpente, was from hym segregate and deuided. By the vnion of the catholike churche and the outworne sinagoge, not only the hard ceremonies and dedly peines of the Mosaicall law wer clerely abholished and made frustrate, but also Christian, libertie is inferred and Christes religion stablished & erected. By the vnion of man & woman in the holy Sacrament of Matrimony the generacion is blessed, and the synne of the body clene extincte & put awaie. By the vnion of manage, peace betwene realme and realme is exalted, and loue betwene countree and countree is norished. By coniunciS of matrimony, malice is extinct, amitie is embraced, and indissoluble aliance and consanguinite is procured.^VThat profile, what comfort, what ioy succeded in the realme of England by the vnion of tRe fornamed two noble families, you shall apparantly perceiue by the sequele of thjsjiu^^iid_vj]]ejaj^e^mtoryJ.>Cdnd because there can be no vnion or agrement but in respect of a diuision, it is consequent to reso that I manifest to you not onely the originall cause and foutain of the same, but also declare the calamities, trebles & miseries whiche happened and chaunced duryng the tyrne of the said contentious discencionTj FOR the whiche you shall vnderstande (accordyng as it is in an Acte of Parhamente made in the firste yere of the reigne of Kyng Edwarde the fourthe specified and declared.) Ti>e lyne That the highe and mightie Prince kyng Henry the third of that name, had issue Edward He*rynfhe his firste begotten sonne borne at Westminster the eleuenth Kalendes of luly in the vigile third. of Saincte Marke and Marcilian in the yere of our Lorde a thousande twoo hundrd. xxix. And Edmonde his seconde begotten sonne borne oh the dayc of saincte Marcell in the yere of our Lorde a thousande twoo hundred, xlv. Whiche Edwarde after the death of king Henry his father, was entitled and called kyng Edward the first, and had issue his first begotten sonne entitled and called after the death of kyng Edward his father, kyng Edward the second, which had issue the right noble and honorable prince kyng Edward the third whiche kyng Edward had issue Edwarde his first begotten sone prince of Wales, Willya of ' Hatfeld the second begotten sonne, "Lionell duke of Clarence the. iij. begotten sonne, Ihon of Gaunt duke of Lancaster the. iiij. begotten sonne, Edmond of Langley duke of Yorke the.'v. begotten sonne, Thomas of Wodstocke duke of Glocestre the. vj. begotten sonne, and Willyam of Wynsor the. vij. begotten sonne. The saied prince Edward died in y life of his father kyng Edward the. iij. & had issue Richard borne at Burdeaux, whiche after the death of kyng Edward the. iij. as cosin and heire to hym, that is to saie sonne to the saied Edwarde prince of Wales sonne to the saied kyng Edward the thirde succeded hym in royall estate and dignitee, lawfully entitled and called kyng Richarde the seconde and died without issue, Lionell duke of Clarence the third begotten sonne of the saied kyng Edward the third, had issue Philippe his only doughter whiche was maried to Edmond Mortymer erle of Marche and had issue Roger Mortymer erle of Marche : whiche Roger had issue Edmond Mortimer erle of Marche, Anne and Elienor, whiche Edmond and Elianor died without issue. And the saied Anne was maried to Richard erle of Cambrige sonne to Edmond of Langley duke of Yorke the fifth begotten sonne of the said kyng Edwarde the thirde whiche Richarde had issue thee famous prince Richard Plantagenet duke of Yorke whiche had issue that noble prince kyng Edward the fourth father to Quene Elizabeth vnited in matrimony to the high and sage prince kyng Henry the. vij. If Ihon duke of Lancastre had issue Henry erle of Darby, and Ihon erle of Somersette. This Henry eile of Darby had issue, kyng Henry the fifth father to kyng Henry the sixte whiche begat prince Edwarde that was slayne at Tewkesbury, and diseased without issue. Ihon the erle of Somersette before named, sonne to Ihon duke of Lancastre, engendered Ihon duke of Somersette father to the lady Margarete Countes of Richemonde mother to the noble

  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 23.92% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE FOURTHE. 3 noble and haute Prince Kyng Henry the seuenth whiche espoused lady Elizabeth the heire of the "lustre family of Yorke, by the whiche manage the deu.se , or badge of the hous ot Lan astre whiche was the redde Rose, was vnite and loyned with the white Rose whiche iL the cognisance and ensigne of the noble progeny ot Yorke, as by the genealogy con-*ei«ned in the ende of this woorke more plainly shall appere. f This aforenamed Henry erle of Darby beeyng created alitle before duke of Herfforde, .-anrudente and police persone, but not more politike then welbeloued and ye : not .so welbeloued of all, as of some highly disdayned, began to confer with bymsel how that kyng Richarde his eosyn germaine was now brought to that trade of liuyng that he htle or nothyn* regarded the counsaill of his vncles, nor of other graue and sadde persones, but 
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    AN INTRODUCTION INTO THE HISTORY OF of his brother the duke of Glocestre, to spoyle and robbe the soonne of his other brother. For he before this tyme asmuche as his pacience could beare, did tollerate and suflfre the deathe of his brother, the exile of his nephiew, and an hundred mo injuries, whiche for the itie and youth of the kyng, he remitted and sepulted in obliuion. And therefore considering that the glorye of the publique wealthe of his natiue countree was like to apall by reason that the kyng was not moste ingenious, & had no manne nere hym that would boldely admonishe hym of his office & duetie, thought it the acte of a wise man in tyme to get hym to a restyng place, and to leaue y foloyng of suche a doubtfull capitain whiche with a leade sworde would cut his owne throte bolle. Wherfore he with the duke of Aumarle his soonne went to his house at Langley reioysyng that there was nothyng in the common wealthe mishappened either by his deuice or concent, daiely empioryng aide of almightye God to deuerte from kyng Richarde the darke clowde whiche he sawe dependyng ouer his hed. In this ceason kyng Richard sailed into Irelande as diuers authores testifie, but what he did there is no parte of my processe, whiche dependeth on the sequeie of this deuisio. While king Richard was in Irelande, the graue persones of the nobilitee, the sage prelates of the clergy y sad tnagestrates & rulers of the citees, tounes & commineltie perceauyng daily more £ more the realme to fall into ruyne and desolacion (in mauer irrecuperable as long as kyng Richard either liued or reigned,) after long deliberacion, wrote into Fraunce .to duke Henry, whom thei nowe called (as he was in deede) duke of Lancastre and Herfford, solicityng and requiryng hym w,ith all diligente celeritee to conueighe hym self into Englande, promisyng hym all their aide, power and assistence, if he expellyng kyng llichard as a manne not mete nor conueniente for so princely an office and degree, would take vpon hym the sceptre rule and diademe of his natiue countree and firste nutntiue soyle. And for that cause thei sente the reuerent father Thomas Arundell archebisshop ,of Cauntorbury with certein lordes and citezens of diuerse citees and buroghes in habite palliate and dissimuled, into the citee of Paris, some goyng one waie and some another, but all assemblyng together at the house of Clugny where the duke then soiourncd. VI hen he sawe the archebisshop his especiall frend and looked on otlier his fautoures and lowers, if be thanked God, no manne oughte to maruell, if he welcommed these ambassadors no creature can wondre; but if he reioyced and applauded not at their accesse and commyng, wise menne maie thynke folie & fooles maie laugh hym to skorne. When he was of them saluted, and thei of hyrn not onely resaluted but heartely welcommed & frendely euterteyned. The archebisshop desiryng the duke to absent all other persons than suche as wer his copanions, eaied these or like wordes to hymA. An oracion When your louyng and naturall kynsmen and patricians moste noble and mightie prince, ThomLy had muche and long tyme considred and debated with theiselues of their affaires and Arundeii busines in this tempesteous world and ceason (in the whiche no manne of our nacion is bishoppeof sure of his life, nor enioyeth his landes and seigniories withoute dreade nor possedeth his Cauntorbu- niouables without terrour or feare, whiche outragious dooynges many yeres occupied hath dukerf?ry brought the publique wealthe of our aboundat countree almoste to wrecke and vtter exterLaucaster. minion) their last ankerholde refuge and conforte was to studye and inuestigate howe to haue a gouernour and ruler whiche should excell and florishe in wisedome, policie and justice aboueall other. By whiche reason a greate nombre of the nobilitee and in maner all the comminaltie, beyng led and persuaded (whe thei had well cast their iyes and marked all the peres and nobles of the realme of Englande) thei could fynde no duke, nor marques, no erle nor other potentate within all the realme, to whose empire and authoritye thei would bee subiect and vassalls so gladly as to yours. For this I assure you (and you knowe it aswell as I) that wee miserable subiectes haue so long borne the yoke of waton vnwitty kyng Richard, and haue paciently tollerate the pernicious persecucion of his gredy and auaricious councellers, and haue wynked at the pollyng and extorcion of his vnmeasurable officiers, that oure backes bee so galde that we can- no more suifre, and our chynne 6 bones
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    KYNG HENRY THE FOURTHS. bones so weake that wee can no lenger cary. And thcrfore necessitee and not will, reason__ and not affeccion, constancy and not leuytie enforceth vs to implore and desire youre aide and comforte, to whom wee bee sent by the moste part of the nobilitee and also of the more parte of the vniuersall comminaltie, to desire and require you to take vpon you the high power, gouernaunce and sceptre of your natiue countree and paternall inheritaunce, and the same to gouerne, rule and defende accordyng to your approued wisedome and long experimeted pollecie, whom wee haue euer knowen to bee of that Justice, of that prudence and of that integritee that you will commaunde, admonishe or attempt eny thyng whiche shall not bee iust, honest and laudable. Whiche request if you well considre and diligently pondre preuely with yourself, you shall facilye perceaue that nothyng more profitable, more honest, or more glorious can by eny waies happen or chaunce to you then to accepte and concorde to the same. For what can you more expecte and wishe, then to commaude and dooe all thynges accordyng to right, reason and honestie ? Wee offre not to you golde, siluer, perle or precious stone, but p_ur countree, qur bodies, goodes and vs all to vse as youres and not as cures, desiryng you to geue to vs in recompence, indifferecy quietnes and peace, and to restore to her seate and trone again, the lady iustice, whiche hath so long been banished out of our nacion, to thentent that wise, sage and good persones (whose desire and appetite is euer to Hue well) maie honour, loue and embrace you as a gouernour and kyng sent from God, and that malicious and obstinate persones (whose conscience is grudged with daily offences, and whom the feare of iustice and ponishement dooth continually vexe and perturbe, fearyng you as the skourge and plague of their facinorus dooynges and mischeueous actes) maie either sone amende, or shortely auoyde your countree and region. Nowe occacion is offred, refuse it not, by the whiche your wisedome, pollecie and valiantnes shall apere to the vniuersall worlde, by the whiche you shall not onely bryng vs into an vnitie and monacord, but also represse all sedicion and cancard dissimulacion : then the noble men shall triumphe, the riche men shall liue without feare, the poore and nedy persones shall not bee oppressed nor confounded, and you for your so doyng, shall obtein thankes of your creatour, loue of your people, fauour of your neighboures, fame and honoure sempiternall. _TWhe the bishop had ended, the duke pawsed awhile, and then put of his hood and saiedT] My lorde of Cauntourbury and you my other frendes and louers, your commyng to vs Theau is verie pleasaunt, but more ioyous is your message, for wee of our owne naturall disposicion for the good will and synguler aft'eccion that you haue euer borne to vs, haue loued, embraced and highly estemed you and all your dooynges. Surely we would you knewe ^n,n with what sorowe and agony of mynde wee haue borne your vexacions, calamities and Wfho oppressions (as for the manifest iniuries and opprobrious offences dooen and committed C"torbur3'against vs as you knowe well inough, wee wolle not speake at this tyme) of the whiche wee estemed oure selfe a partener, as a thyng common betwene vs. TTor as it is heard that the hed shall not feele when the hand or eny other meinbre is greued or sickeA so it is vnlike that eny displeasure or discommoditee should happen to you with whiche wee should not taste in parte, suche vicinetie is emong membres, and suche communitie is emong frendes. tJVherfore, neither for atnbicion of worldly honour, nor for desire oF Empire or rule, or for affeccion of worldly riches and mucke of the worlde, we wolle agree to your peticio, but onely to relieue your miserable calamitie, to restore iustice to her auncient rome & preheminence, & to defend the poore innocet people from the extorte powre of the gredy cormerates & rauenous oppressours, requiryng you to ioyne with vs & we with you in aduaucyng forward this our incepted purpose & pretesed entrepricel When the duke was condiscended to the bishoppes request, the bisshop and his complices departed into Englande, makyng relacion to their confederates of the dukes agremet and pleasure, exhortyng euery manne to be prest and ready at his arryuall. After their departure, the duke fayned to the Frenche kyng that he would go into Brytein to visite his frende duke Ihon of Brytein. The Frenche kyng tbynkyng him to meane
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    AN 1NTUODUCCION INTO THE HISTORY OF meane inwardly as he outwardly dissimuled, -sent' to the duke of Brytein letters of comniendacion in fauour of the duke of Lancastre. But if he had knowcn that his entent was to transfret -into Englande and depose his soonne in lawe kynjg Richard, he would surelj haue stopped hym a .ty.de, and let his purpose and passage. ' What should I_jJaie ? tliat -aJialbe. The duke passed into Brytein and there condu^e3~~anch'wagcd certeync menne of warre and shippes, and with good wynde and better spede sailed in to Englad and landed at Rauespurre in holdrenes as moste wryters affirme. But some sale that he landed at Plynimoth, and other at Portesmouth, but where soeuer he^arryued, sure it is that he tooke lande peaceably without any againsaie or interrupcion. (I will not bee tedyous to you in rehersy tig 'howe the erles of Northumbrelande and Westmerlancfe, ~fKe lordes Percy, Rose, Willoughby and other resorted 'to hym, and'taking an othe of hym that he should not dooe to kyng Richard any bodelye harme, and made to hym homage and became his liege men. I omit howe children applauded, howe wemen reioyced, and howe inenne cryed oute for ioye in euery toune and village where he passed. I j^limjuishe farther the concourse of people, the number '• of horses, whiche occurred to hym as he journeyed toward London, reioysyng at his repaire and commyng to the Citie. Ijviljiot speake of the procession and singing of the Cleargie, nor of the pleasant salutacibns nor eloquent oracions made to hym by the Prelacie, nor of the presentes, welcomynges, laudes, gratificacions made to hym by the citiesens and comminaltee of the citie of London, but I wil go to the purpose. Whe he was come to London he consulted with -his frendes diuers v _dayes, to whome came Thomas Earle of Arundell sone to Richard of ArundelLby kyng Richard a litell afore put to deathe, whiche had lately escaped out of prison. /When the Duke had perceaued the fauour of the \$6bilitie, the affection of the Cleargie and the sincere loue of the comminalte toward e hyrh and his procedynges, he marched foreward with a greate company toward the West coflntrey, and in passyng by the waie, the people assembled in great and houge multitudes^as the nature of the common people is, euer desirous of newe Changes) callyng him their UVng, deprauyng and railyng on kyug Richard, as an innocent a dastarde, a meicocke and n6pworthy to'beare the name of a kyng. When he had assembled together a conuenient nomber of people for his purpose and was clerely determyned to depose kynge Rycharde from his rule and dignitie, he proclaimed open •warre agaynst hym and all his partakers fautours and frendes. 'Kyng Richarde toeyng in Irelande was certified of the Dukes arriuall, from whence (when he had pacified the sauage and wilde people) he retourned agayne into England, entending to resiste and defend the eminent peril and apparant ieopardy, and for the more tuicio and safegard entred into the strong caste! of Flinte in North Wales, x. myles distaunt from Chester. J en kyng Richard perceued that the people by plumpes fled from him to Duke Henry, he was amased and doubted what councell sodeinlie to take, far on the one part he sawe his title iust, trewe, and vnfallible, and beside that he had no small truste in the Wfclshemen, his conscience to be cleane rjm-e imjcaajjulate without spot or enuy : on the other side, he sawe the puissaunce^of~his aduersaries, the soda!*) departyng of them that he niooste trusted, and all thynges turned vpsydoune, with thAr^binges he beyng more abashed then encouraged, compelled by necessitie, determined tcMyfoe hym selfe in that castell till he xnyghte see the worlde stable and in more suretieT""fFor nowe he euidentely espied and manifestly perceaued that he was lefte, lowted and forsaken of theym by whom in tyme he myght haue bene ayded and relieu-ed, and whiche nowe was to late and to farre ouerpassed : and this thing is worthy to be noted with a whitestone, of al princes rulers and men set in auctoritee and rule, that this Duke Henry of Lancastre shoulde be thus called to the kyngdome and haue the healpe and assistence all most of all the whole realme, whiche perchaunce neuer thereof once thoughte or yet dreamed : and that kyng Richard shuld thus be lefte desolate void and desperate of all hope and comforte, in whom if there were any ^offence, it ought more to be imputed 'to the frailtee of his wanton youth then to the ma'lice of his heart or cankerdnesse of his stomacke, but suQhe is the frayle iudgement of mortall men
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    KYNG HENRY THE FOURTHE. 9 men whiche vilcpendyng and not regardyng thynges presente before their eies, do euer tliincke all thynges that are to come to haue a prosjper^nsjaccejsejuida jlelectablesec[uejen When the Duke of Lancastre knewe that king Riclia7def"was coime~to the~castel oTFlinte, whiche a man maye call the dolorous Castell, because there king Richarde declined from his dignitie and lost the tipe of his glorie and preheminence, he assembled together a great armie in small space lest he myght geue his .enemies time- to preuent his purpose and so to lose the good occasion of victory to him geuen, came to the towne of Bristowe where he ^ ' apprehended Willyam lord Scrope the kinges treasurer sir Iho Busshe and sir Henri Grene knyghtes, and caused their heddes to be striken of, and from thence toke his iourneie directly to Chester. When Thomas Percy Earle of Worceter and great Master or lord Stuard of •the kynges houshold beyng brother to the Earle of Northumberland hard tell of the dukes approch, bering displeasure to the king because he had proclaimed his brother a trailer, brake before al the kinges houshold his white staffe, which is the ensigne and token of his office and without delay went to duke Henry. Whe the kinges familier seruitours perceiued this, they dispersed them selfes some into one countrey and some into another. If The Duke came toward the castell of Flinte wherof king Richard beyng aduertised by councell of Ihon Pallet and Richarde Seimer his assured seruauntes departed out of 'the castell and toke the sandes by the ryuer of Dee trusting to escape to Chester and there to haue refuge and succoure, but or he had farre passed he was forelayed and taken and brought to the Duke, which sent hym secretly to the Towre of "London. When the Duke had thus possessed his longe desyred praye, he came to London in solempne estate and there called a Parliament in the kynges name, to the whiche many of the kynges frendes, but more of his there appeared. There was declared howe vnprofitable kyng Richarde had bene to the realme duryng his reigne, howe he subuerted the lawes, polled the people and ministred Justice to no man but to suche as pleased hym. And to the entent that the commons should bee perswaded that he was an vniust and vnprofitable Prince and a tiraunte ouer his subiectes, and worthy to bee deposed. There were set forthe. xxxv. solempne articles very heynous to the eares of men, and to some almost vncredible : The very effecte of whiche articles I will truely reporte hereafter accordyng to my copie. ^[ Fyrst that kyng Richard wastfully spent the treasure of the realme and had geuen the \\ possessions of the Croune to men unworthy, by reason wherof daily newe charges more and more were layd in the neckes of the poore comminaltie. And where diuerse lordes as well spiritual as temporall, were appointed by the highe court of Parliament to comonand treate of diuers matters concernyng the common wealth of the same, which beyng busie about the same commission, he with other of his affinitie went about to empeach of treson, and by 3. force and menace compelled the Justices of the realme at Shrewsburie to condiscend to his opinion, for the destruction of the said Lordes: in so muche that he began to reise war 3. against Ihon duke of Lancastre, Thomas Erie of Arundell, Richarde Erie of Wanricke, and other lordes contrary to his honour and promyse. If Item that he caused his vncle the Duke of Glocester to be arrested without lawe, and 4. sent him to Caleis, and there without iudgemente murdered hym. And although the Erie of Arundell vpon his arainement pleaded his charter of pardon, he could not be heard, but was in most vile and shamefull maner sodainly put to death. ^[ Item he assembled certain Lancashire and Cheshire men to the entent to make warre 5. on the foresaid Lordes, and suffered them to robbe and pill without correction or reprefe. If Item although the king flateringly and with great dissimulacion made proclamacion 6. throughout the realme, that the lordes before named were not attached for any crime of treason, but onely for extorcions and oppressions done in this realme, yet he laied to theym in the parliament, rebellion and manifest treason. If Item he hath compelled diuers of the saied lordes seruauntes and frendes by menace & 7. extreme paimentes, to make great fines to theyr vtter vndoyng. And notwithstandyng his pardon to theim graunted yet he made them fine of newe. C Item
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    10 AN INTRODUCCION INTO THE HISTORY OF 8. If Item where diners were appointed to common of the estate of the realme, and the com, mon welthe of the same. The same king caused al the rolles and recordes to be kept from them, contrary to his promise made in the parliament, to his open dishonour. 9. 1f Item he vncharitably comaunded that no man vpon paine of losse of life and goodes should once entreate him for the retourne of Henry nowe duke of Lancastre. 10. H Item where this realme is holden of God, and not of the Pope or other prince, the said kyng Richard after he had obteined diuers actes of parliament for his owne peculiar profile and pleasure, then he obteined Dulles and extreme censures from Rome, to compell al menne straightcly to kepe the same, contrary to the honour and auncient priuileges of this realme. 11. If Item although the duke of Lancastre had done his deuoir against Thomas duke of Norffolke in profe of his quarel, yet the saied kyng without reason or ground banished him the realme for ten yeres contrary to all equitee. 12. If Item before the dukes departure, he vnder his brode scale licenced him to makeattourneis to prosecute and defend his causes: The saied kyng after his departure wold suffre none attourney to apere for him but did with his at his pleasure. 13. If Item the same kyng put oute diuers shriues lavvefully elected and put in their romes, diuers other of his owne minions subuertyng the lawe contrary to his othe and honour. 14. «f Item he borowed great somes of money, and bound him vnder his letters pattentes for the repaimet of the same, & yet not one peny paid. 15. If Ite he taxed men at the wil of him & his vnhappy councel, & the same treasure spentin folie, not paiyng pore men for their vitail & viande. 16. ^f Item he said that the lawes of the realme were in his head, and som time in his brest, by reason of whiche fantasticall opinion, he destroied noble men and empouerished the pore commons. 17. *fj Item the parliament settyng and enacting diuers notable statutes for the profile and aduauncemenl of the common welth, he by his priuie frendes and soliciters caused to be enacted that no acte then enacted shuld be more pieiudiciall to him than it was to any of his predecessors, through whiche Prouiso he did often as he liste and not as the lawe ment. jg. If Ite for to serue his purpose he wold suffer the Shrefes of the shire to remaine aboue one yere or two. ]
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    A • KYNG HENRY THE FOURTHE. f Item he mooste tirannously and vnprinccly said that the Hues and goodes of al his 25. subiectes were in the princes bads & at his disposicio. >fl Item that he contrary to the great Charter of England caused dyucrs lustie men to 26. appele diuers olde men, vpon matters determinable at the common law, in the court -martial, because that in that court is no triall br.t onely by battaile : Whervpon the said aged personnes fearyng the sequele of the matter submitted theym selfes to his mercy whom lie fined and raunsomed vnreasonably at his pleasure. 5f Item he craftely deuised certain priuie othes contrary to the lawe, & caused diuers of 27. his subiectes first to be sworne to obserue the same and after bounde them in bondes for former keping of the same, to the great vndoyng of many honest men. f Item where the Chauncellour accordyng to the lawe woulde in no wise graunt a 28. prohibition to a certain person : the king graunted it vnto the same person vnder his priuie scale with greate thretnyngcs if it shuld be disobeied. f Item he banyshed the l>ishop of Canterbury without cause or iudgement and kept him 29.. •in the parliament chamber with men of Armes. ^f Item the bishops goodes he graunted to his successour vpon condition that he shuld 30. mainteine al his statutes made at Shrewsburie, Anno. xxi. and the statutes made. Anno, icxii. at Couentree. f Item vpon the accusation of the Archbishop, the king ceaftely perswaded the saied 31. byshop to make no answere, for he would be his warrant, and aduised him not to come to the parliament. And so withoute answere he was condemned and exiled, and his goodes seazed. These bee the articles of any effecte whiche were laied against him, sauyng fowre concern~yng the bishoppe of Caunterbury, whiche onely touched hi, but his workyng vnwrought king Richard fro his croiie. AND for as much as these articles, and other heinous and detestable accusations were laied against him in the open parliamentjTn was thought by the most parte that kyng Richard was worthy to be deposed of al honor, rule and Pryncely gouernanceTj And instruments ..autentike and solempne to depose, and other instrumentes were madeTo certain persons for them, and all homagers of the realme to resigne to hym all the homages and fealties dewe to him as kyng & soueraigne. But or this deposition was executed in tyme, he came to Westminster and called a great councell of all the nobilitie and commons to the entente to conclude and make expedition of all thynges whiche before were purposed and set forward. If In the meane season diuerse of king Richardes seruauntes which by licence had accesse to his person, comforted, animated and encouraged him beyng for sorowe withered, broken and in maner halfe deade, aduertisyng and exhortyng him to regard his welthe and to saue his lyfe. And firste they aduised him willyngly to suffer him self to be deposed bothe of his dignitie, & dcpriued of his riches: so that the duke of Lancastre might without murdre or battail obteine the scepter and Diademe, after the whiche they well percciued he gaped and thrubted by the mene wherof they thought he shuld be in perh't assurance of his life long to continue, & therfore might commit him selfe to good hope, which is the best felowe & companio that a man in aduersitie can associat or ioyne him self withal. FSurely this councel was both good and honeste in so great an extremitie, but yet the full effect folowed not as the sequele of the thyng sheweth and apparantely declarethT^f What profite, what honoure, what suretie had it bene to kyng Richarde, if he when he myght, whiche professed the name and title of a kyng, whiche is as much to saie, the ruler or keper of people, had excogitate or remebrcd to haue bene a keper of his owne hedde and lyfe, whiche nowe beyng forsaken, reiect and abandoned of al such as he, being an euil sheperd or herdeman, before time did not plie, kepe and diligently ouerse was easily reduced and brought into the hades of his enemies. Nowe it was no mastery to perswade a man beyng desperate pensife and ful of dolour, to abdicate him selfe from his empire and imperiall preheminence : so that C 2 in
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    12 AN INTRODUCCION INTO THE HISTORY OF in onlie hope of his life and sauegard, he agreed to al thynges that of hym were demanded, and desired his kepers to shewe and declare to the duke, that if he wold vouchsafe to accord and cotne to hym, he wolde declare secretely thynges to hyrn both profitable and pleasant. His kepers sent word of all his saiynges to the duke, whiche incontinent repaired to his chamber. There kyng Richard comoned with him of many thingcs, and amongest all other affirmed those accusacions to be to muche trewe whiche the cornminaltie of the realme allcdged against him : that is to say, that he had euel gonerned his dominion and kingdome, and therfore he desyred to be disburdened of so great a charge and so heauy a burdein, besechyng the Duke to grant to him the safegarde of his lyfe, and to haue compassion of hym, nowe as he before that time had bene to him bountifull and magnificent. ^f The duke biddyng him to be of good comfort and out of fear warranted him his lyfe, so that he wold resigne to him his scepter croune & dignitie : also nether to procure nor consent to any thyng or act whiche myght be hurtfuil or preiudiciall to his person or succession, to the whiche demaundes he graunted and frely condiscended and agreed. THE Duke of Lancastre the nexte daie declared al kyng Richardes hole mind to the coucel, but especially to his vncle Edmunde duke of Yorke (whose helpe he much vsed) whiche hearyng al thynges to be in a broyle, a fewe daies before was come to London. The nobles and commons were well pleased that kyng Richard shoulde frankely and frely of his owne mere mocion, whiche they much desired (lest it shuld he noysed and reported that he therevnto were inforced and by violence constrained) resigne his croune and depart from his regalitee. < Not long after he caused a great assemble to be apointed at the Towre of London, where kyng Richard appareled in vesture and robe royall the diademe on his head, & the scepter in his hand, came personally before the cogregacion and said these wordts in eftecte. I Richard king of England Duke of Fraunce, Aquitaine, and Lorde of Ireland, cont'essc and say before you my lordes and other our subiectes, that by the hole space of. xxii. yere in the whiche 1 haue obteined and possessed the rule and regiment of this famous realme of England, partely ruled and misauised by the euell & sinister councell of peruerse & flatteryng persons : and partely led by the frailtie of young waueryng and wanton youth, and with delectacion of worldly and volupteous appetite, haue omitted and not executed my royall office and bounden dutie accordyng as I oughte to haue dooen, in ministeryng iustice and prefermente of the comon wealthe, whiche negligence I more than any of you as I thynke my selfe, doo sore repente and bewayle, and specially because I am brought to this poyncte, that I knowledge and confesse my self, not worthy longer to reigne nor to haue any farther rile. So that now I can nother amende my misdedees, nor correcte my offences whiche suerly I entended to dooe, and especially in my olde age, in the whiche euill thynges be accustomed to be amended, and the fautes and offences of youth, to be corrected and reformed. For what young man comonly can be founde indued with so muche vertue and so good qualities, whiche agitate & pricked with the heate of youth, shall not turne and decline from the right pathe and direct waie, and yet when he cometh to the more ripenes of yeres and greate grauitie, doth not amend and change into better his olde errates and wanton actes, for experience teacheth, that of a rugged colte, commeth a good horse, and of a shreude boye, proueth a good man. But sithe Fortune doth not permit and suffre me so to do, to thentent that the publike welth of this realme maie bee holpen and auansed by my rneane, and after this not like again to declyne and decaye. And to the intent that it shall bee lefull to you, to elect and chose my cosyn germayne, Henry duke of Lancastre, a man mete for a realme, and a prince apt for a kyngdom, to your kyng and souereigne lorde. I of my owne mere mocion and frewill, do putte and depose my self out of all royall dignitie, preheminence and softeraignitee, and resign the possession, title and vse of this realme, with all rightes there vnto apperteigyng, into his handes and possession. And then with a lajnj;njteble_voyce and a sorowfull countenance, deliuered his sceptre and croune to the duke of Ltmcastre, requiryng euery persone seuerally by their names, to graunte and assente that he might Hue
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. Hue a priuate and a solitarie life, with the swetnesse whereof, he would be so well pleased, that it should be a paine and punishement to hyin to go abrode, and deliuered all the ' goodes that he had, to the some of three hundred thousande pounde in coyne, beside plate and iuels, as a pledge and satisfaccion, for the iniuries and wronges by hyra committed and dooen. But what soeuer was promised, he was disceiued. For shortly after his resigna-cion he was conueighed to the castell of Ledes in Kent, & from thence to Poumffret wher be departed out of this miserable life, as you shall heare herafter. f THE VNQUIETE TYME OF KYNG HENRY THE FOURTHS, WHEN the fame was dispersed abrode that Kyng Rycharde had putte hymselfc from The-1-y*re< his dignitee royall, and resigned his scepter and diademe imperiall, Henry Plantagenet borne at Bolyngbroke in the Countie of Lyncolne, duke of Lancastre and Hertford erle of Derby, Lecester and Lyncolne sonne to Ihon of Gaunt duke of Lancastre, with one voyce bothe of the nobles and comons, was published, proclaymed & declared kyng of England and of Fraunce, and lorde of Irelade, and on the daie of saincte Edward the confessor, was at Westminster with great solemnitee and royal pompe, sacred, enoynted and crouned king by the name of kyng Henry the fourth. •' But who so euer reioysed at this coronacion, or whosoeuer delighted at his high promocio, suer it is that Edmond Mortimer erle of Marche whiche was heire to Lionell duke of Clarence, the thirde begotten sonue of kyng Edwavde the third as you before haue heard, and Richard erle of Cabrige the sonne to Edmond duke of Yorke, whiche had maried Anne sister to the same Edmonde, wer with these doynges neither pleased nor contente. In so muche that nowe the diuisio once beyng begon, the one linage persecuted the other, and neuer ceased till the heircs males of bothe the lines wer by battaill murdered or by sedicion clerely extincte and destroyed. At the daie of the coronacion, to thentent that he should not seme to take vpon hym the croune and scepter royall without title or lawfull clayme but by extorte power and iniurious intrusion, he was aduised to make his title as heire to Edmonde, surnamed or vntruly fayncd Crouchcbacke, sonne to kyng Henry the third, and to saie that the said Edmon4was elder brother to kyng Edward the first, and for his dcformitee repudiat and put by from the croune royalf to whom by his mother Blanche doughter and sole heire to Henry duke of Lancastre, he was next of bloud and vndoubtfull heire. But because not onely his fredes but also his priuy enemies knewe, that was hut a title and that this title was by inuentors of mischief fayncd, imagened & published and wer surely enformed not only that the said Edmond was younger sonne to kyng Henry the third accordyng as it is declared in the act of Parliament before recited. Also hauyng true knowledge that Edinod was nether Crokebacked nor a deformed persone, but a goodly gentil man and a valiante capitain, and so muche fauored of his louyng father, that he to preferre hym to the manage of the Qliene dowager of Nauerne hauyng a greate liuelode, gaue to hym the countie paliityne of Lancastre with many notable honours, high seigniories and large priuileges. Therefore thei 2 aduised.
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    14 THE FIRSTE YERE OF aduiscd hym to make some other clayme to the 'newe obteined regiment, and so caused it to be proclaimed and published that he chalenged the realme not onely by conquest, but also -because he was by kyng Richard adopted as heire, & declared successor & of hym by resignacion had accepted the croune and scepter, & also that he was the next heire male of the bloud royall to kyng Richard. After that he was crouned, he created his eldest sonne lorde Henry, Prince of Wales, duke of Cornwale, and erle of Chester, then beeyng of the age of. xij. yeres. This solenite finished, he called his high court of parliament, in the whiche it was demaunded by the .kynges frendes what should be doen with kyng Richard. The bishop of Carleile whiche was a man both wel lerned & well stomacked rose vp and said. My lordes I require you take hede what answere you make to this question. For I thynke there is none of you worthy or rnete to geue iudgemente on so noble a Prince as kyng Richard is, whom we haue taken for our souereigne and leige lorde by the space of. xxij. yeres, and I assure you, there is not so ranke a tray tor, nor so arrante a thiefe, nor so cruell a murderer, \\hiche is apprehended and deteigned in prisone for his offence, but he shall bee brought before the iustice to heare his iudgemente, and yet you will proceade to the iudgemente of an anoynted kyng, and here nother his answere nor excuse. And I saie that the duke of Lancastre whom you call kyng, hath more offended & more trespassed to kyng Richard and this realme, then the kyng hath other doen to hym or to vs. For it is manifestly knowen that the duke was banished the realme by kyng Richard and his counsaill, and by the iudgemente of his owne father, for the space of tenne yeres, for what cause all you knowe, and yet without license of Kyng Richarde he is returned again into the realme, ye and that is worse, hath taken vpon hym the name, title and prehemience of a kyng. And therefore I say and affirme that you do apparently wrong, and manifest iniury to precede in any thy ng against kyng Richard, without callyng him opely to his answer and defence. When the bishop had ended, he was incontinent by therle Marshall attached & committed to ward in the Abbey of. S. Al bones. 5f And then it was concluded, that kyng Richard should continew in a large prisone, and should bee plentifully serued of all thynges necessarie bothe for viande and apparell, and that if any personcs would presume to rere warre or congregate a multitude to releue or tleliuer hym out of prisone, that then he should bee the first that should dye for that sedicious commocion. In this Parliamente the Lorde Fitzwater appeled the duke of Aumarle of high treason, and offered to fight with hym in listes royall. Likewise the lorde Morley uppeled therle of Salisbury, and there were more then. xx. appellantes which waged battaill in this parliamente. But the kyng pardoned all their offences sauyng the fautes of the lorde Morley and therle of Salisbury, whom he comitted to ward, and after at the request of their fredes, their offences wer remitted & thei deliuered. He punished also extremely all suche as were priuie and dooers of the homecide of Thomas his vncle late duke of Glocester, whiche was shamefully murdered before in y toune of Caleis. Besides this, he auansed his frendes, and called out of exile Richard erle of Warwike, and restored the exile of Arundelles sonne to his owne possession and dignite, and many other. He toke into his speciall fauor Ihon Hollande duke of Exceter and erle of Huntyngdone halfe brother to king Richard, whiche had espoused the lady Elizabeth his owne sister. And beeyng before capitain of Caleis, greatly moued and inwardly greued that Kyng Richarde his brother was amoued out of the seate royall, began to reyse and stirre vp newe mocions and sedicious faccions within the realme. Werfo^e to aduoyde suche pestiferus dangers, the newe kyng recociled hym to .his fauor, and made hym as he surely conjectured his perfite frende, where in deede he was inwardly his dedly enemie. In this parliament wer adnichilate al the actes passed in the parliament holden by kyng Richard in the. xxj. yere of his reigne, whiche was called the euill parliament for the nobilitee, the worse for the menaltie, but worste of all for the c5manaltee. JFor in that parliament, will ruled for reason, men aliue were condemned without examinacion, men dedde and put to execucid by priuy murder wer adiudged openly to die, the hie prelate of the realme without answere was banished : 6 An
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. 15 An erle arraigned could not be suffered to plede hs pardon, and consequently one counsailer did al thyng, and all counsailers did nothyng, affirmyng the saiyng of Esope, whiche hearyng his feloe to saie that he could do all thynges, saied he could do nothyng. When he had thus reconciled his nobilite, and gat the fauor of the spiritualte and wonderfully pleased the comonaltee, but not so muche pleasyng .them, as the possessyng of the croune pleased hymself and his frendes, he of them and by the fauor of them bothe, for the auoydance of al claimes, titles and ambiguitees to be made vnto the croune and diademe of the realme had his dignitee ligne and succession enacted, confirmed and entayled by the assent of the high courte of Parliamente as foloweth worde by worde. " At the request and peticion aswell of the nobilitie as of the comons in this parliamente assembled, it is ordaigned and established that the enheritance of the crounes and realmes of Englande and of Fraunce, and of all other lordshippes to the kyng. our souereigne lorde, aswel on this side the seas as beyond apperteignyng with their appurtenaces, shall bee vnited . and remain in the persone of our souereigne lorde the kyng, and in the heires of his body lawfully begotten. And especially at the request and assent aforsaid, it is ordeigned, established, pronounced, enacted, writen and declared, that my lorde Prince, Henry eldest sonne to our soueraigne lorde the kyng, shall bee heire apparante and successor to our saied souereigne lorde in the said croune, realmes £ seigniories, to haue £ enioy them with al their appurtenaunces after the discease of our saied soueraigne to hym and the heires of his body begotten. And if he die without heires of his body begotte, that then the saied crounes, realmes and seigniories with their appurtenances shal remain to the lorde Thomas, secod sonne to our said soueraigne lorde and to the heires of his body begotten, .and if he departe without issue of his body begotten, all the premisses to remaigne to lorde Ihon his third sonne and to the heires of his body begotten. And if he dye without issue, then the crounes, realmes, £ seigniories aforesaied with their appurtenances shal remain to the loi de Humfrey the. iiij. sonne to our said souereigne lorde, and to the heires of his body lawfully begotten." After whiche acte passed, he thought neuer to bee by any of his subiectes molested ori troubled. £But O Lord, what is the mutabilitee of fortune ? O God what is the chaunge of worldely safetie ? O Christe what stablenes consisteth in mannes prouision ? Or what ferine suerty hath a prince in his throne and degree ? Considryng this kyng hauyng the possession of the croune and realme, and that in open parliament, agreed to by the princes, concliscended to by the Clerkes, ratified by the commons, and enacted by the three estates of the reaune, was when he thought hymself surely mortised in a ferme rocke £ immouable foundacion, sodainly with a trimbelyng quickesande £ vnstedfast grounde like to haue sonke or been ouerlhrowen. For diuerse lordes whiche wer kyng Richardes frendes, outwardly dissiivuled that whiche thei inwardly conspired and determined, to confounde this kyng Henry to whom thei had bothe sworne allegance and doen homage, and to erect again and set vp their old lorde and frend kyng Richard the second. In this case there lacked only an orgaine and conueighance bothe how secretly to serche and knowe the myndes of the nobilitee, as all so to bryng them to an assemble and counsail, where thei might consult and comen'together, how to bryng to efficacite and effect, their long desired purpose and secrete enterprise. fSeJioJK-thgjhe deuill is as ready to set furth mischief, as the good angell is to auance vertuej At this time was an Abbot in Westminster, a man of aparant vertues. professyng openly Christ, Christian Charitee, and due subieccion and obeisance to his prince : whiche Abbot hearyng kyng Henry once saie when he was but erle of Darby and of no mature age or growen grauitee, that princes hud to litle, and religeons had to muche, imagined in hymself that he now obteinyng the cronne of the realme, if he wer therin a long continuer, would remoue the greate beame.that then greued his iyes and pricked his conscience. For you muste vnderstande that these monasticall persones, lerned and vnliterate, better fed then taught, toke on the to write £ regester in the boke of fame, the noble actes, the wise dooynges, and politike gouernances of kynges and { princes
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    f THE FIRSTE YERE OF princes, in whiche cronographie, if a kyng gaue to them possessions or grauntcd them liberties or exalted them to honor & worldly dignitee, he was called a sainct he was praised without any deserte aboue the Moone, his geanelogie was written, and not one iote that might exalt his fame, was ether forgotten or omitted. But if a Christian prince had touched their liberties or claimed any part Justly of their possessions, or would babe intermitted in their holy francheses, or desired aide of the against his and their comon enemies. Then tonges talked and pennes wrote, that he was a tirant, a depresser of holy religion, an enemie to Christes Churche and his holy flocke, and a damned and accursed persone with Dathan and Abiron to the dope, pitte of helle. Wherof the prouerbe bega, geue and be blessed, take awaie and bee accursed. Thus the feare of lesyng their possessions, made them pay ycrely annates to the Romish bishop: thus the feare of correccion and honest restraint of libertee, made them from their ordinaries, yea almoste from obedience of their princes to sue dispensacions, exempcions and immunitees. THIS Abbot that I spake of whiche could not well forgette the saiyng of kyng Henry, and beyng before in greate fauor and high estimacion with kyng Richard called to his hous •n a daie in the terme season al suche lordes & other persones whiche he ether knewe or thought to be as affeccionate to kyng Richarde, and enuious to the estate and auancement of kyng Henry, whose names wer, Ihon Hollande duke of Exceter and erle of Huntyngdon, Thomas Hollande duke of Surrey and erle of Kent, Edward duke of Aumarle and erle of Rutland sonne to the duke of Yorke, Iho Montagew erle of Salisbury, Hugh Speser erle of •Glocester, Ihon the bishop of Carleill, sir Thomas Blount and Magdalen one of kyng Hicfeardes chapell, a man as like to hym in stature and proporcion in all liniamentes of his body, as vnlike in birthe dignitee or condicions. This Abbot highly fested these greate lordes and his speciall frendes, and when thei had well dined, thei all withdrew thernselfes into a secrete chamber and sat doune to counsail, when thei wer set, Ihon Hollande duke of Exceter whose rage of reuengyng y iniury doen to kyng Richard was nothyng mitigate nor mollified, but rather encreased and blossomed, declared to theim their allegeance promised, and by othe confirmed to kyng Richard his brother, forgettyng not the high promocions and notable dignities whiche he and all other there present had obteigned by the high fauor and munificent liberalitee of his saied brother, by the whiche thei wer not onely by othe and allegeance bounde, and also by kindnes and vrbanitee insensed & moued to take part with hym and his frendes, but also bound to be reuenged for hym and his cause, on his mortall enemies and dedly foes, in whiche doyng he thought policie more meter to be vsed then force, and some wittie practise rather to be experimented then manifest hostilitee or open warre. And for the expedicion of this enterprise he deuised a solempne iustes to be enterprised betwene hym and. xx. on his parte, and the erle of Salisbury and. xx. on his part at Oxtbrde : to the whiche triumphe, Kyng Henry should be inuited and desired, and when he were moste busely regardyng the marciall playe and warly disporte, he sodainly should bee slain and destroyed. And by this meanes kyng Richard whiche was yet a liue, should be restored to his libertie and repossessed of his croune and kyngdome, and appoincted farther who should assemble the people, the numbre and persones, whiche should accomplishe and performe this inuented assaie and policie. THIS deuiseso much pleased the sediciouscongregacion, that thei not onely made an indenture sextipartite sealed with their scales and signed with their handesin the whiche eche •bounde hym-eelfe toother toendeuoure theim selfes both for the destruction of Kyng Henry and the creacion of King Richard, but also sware on the holy Euangelistes the one to be trewe and secrete to the other, euen to the houre and point of death. When all thynges were thus apointed and eoscluded the Duke of Exceter came to the kyng to Windsore, requiryng hym ~{or tbe loue that he bare to the noble actes of chiualrie, that he woulde vouchesate not onely to repaire to Oxford to see and behold their manlie feates, and warlike pastime : but also to be the discouerer and indifierente iudge (if any ambiguitee should arise) of their couragions actes and royall triumphe. The kyng seeyng hymself so effectuously desired, and that of his •:'.': brother
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. 17 brother in lavve, and nothing lesse imagenyng the that which was pretended, gentelly graunted and frendly condiscended to his request. Which thing obtained, Jail the lordes of this cospiracie departed to their houses (as thei noised) to set armorer? on work for trimmyng of their harneis against the solemne iustes. Some had the helme the visere the two bauiers & the two plackardes of the same curiously graue and conningly costed: Some had their collers fretted and other had them set with gilte bullions, one company had the plackard, the rest, the port the burley, the tasses, the lamboys, the backpece the tapull, and the border of the curace all gylte : And another bande had them all enameled Azure. One sorte had the vambrases the pacegardes the grandgardcs the poldren, the pollettes, parted with goldc and azure : And another flocke had theym siluer and sable : Some had the mainferres, the close gantlettes, the guissettes the tkncardes droped & gutted \viih red, and other had the spekeled with grene : one sorte had the quishes, the greues,. the surlettes, 5" sockettes on the right side and on the left side siluer. Some had the spere, the burre, the cronet al yelowe, and other had them of diuers colours. One band had the scafteron the cranct, the bard of the horse all white, and other had them all gilte. Some had their armyng sweardes freshly burnyshed and some had the conningly vernished. Some spurres wer white, some gilt, and some cole blacke. One parte had their Plumes all white, another had them all redde, and the third had them ofseuerall colours.- One ware on his beadpece his Ladies sleue, and another bare on his helme the gloue of his dearlyng : But to declare the costly Bases, the riche bardes, the pleasant trappers bothe of goldesrnithes worke and embrawdery, no lesse sumptuously then curiously wrought, it would aske a long time to declare, for euerye man after his appetite [3euised his fantasy verifiyng, the_oldfi^rouerbe, so manyheades, so majijjvittesj' "TEelluke of Exceter came to his house & raised men on euery side and prepared horse and harneis, mete and apte for his compassed purpose. When the Duches his wife which was sister to kyng Henry perceiued this, she no lesse trouble conjectured to be prepared against her brother the was in dede eminent & ai hand, wherfore she wept & made great lamentacion. When the duke perceued her dolour, he said, what Besse, how chaunseth this, when my brother king Richard was deposed of his dignitie, and committed to harcle and sharpe prison whiche had bene kyng and ruled this realme noblie by the space of. xxii. yeres and your brother was exalted to the throne and dignitie imperial! of the same, then my hearte was heauie, my life stoode in ieopardie and my combe was clerehy cut, but you then reioysed laughed and triumphed, wherfore I pray yon be contente that I may aswell reioyce and haue pleasure at the deliueryng and restoryng of ray brother iustly to his dignite, as you were iocond and pleasaunt when your brother vniustly and vntrulie depriued and disseazed my brother of the same. For of this I am sure, that yf my brother prosper, you and I shal not fall nor decline : but if your brother continue in his estate and magnificece I double not your decay nor ruine, but I suspecte the losse of my life, beside the fbrfeyture of my landes and goodes. When he had sayd, he kissed his Lady whiche was sorowful and pensife, and he departed toward Oxforde with a grcate company bothe of Archers and horsemen, and when he came there, he founde ready al his mutes and confederates wel apoinled for their purpose, except the Duke of Aumerle Erie of Rutland, for whom they sent messengers in great haste. This duke of Aumerle went before from Westminster to se his father the duke of Yorke, and sittyng at diner had his counterpaine of the endenture of the confederacie wherof 1 spake before in his bosotne. The father espied it and demaunded what it was, his sonne lowely and beningly answered that it myght not bee sene, and that it touched not him. By saint'George quod the father 3 will see it, and so by force toke it out of his bosome, when he perceaued the content and the sixe signes and scales sette and fixed to the same, whereof the scale of his sonne was one, he sodainlie rose from the table, comaundyng his horses to be sadeled, and in a greate furie saied to his sonne, thou trayter thefe, thou hast bene a traitour to kyng Richard, and wilt thou nowe be falce to thy cosen kyng Henry? thou knovvest wel inough that I am thy D pledge
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    18 THE FIRSTE YERE OF pledge borowe and mayncperner, body for body, and land for goodes in open parliament, and goestthou about to seke my death and destruction? by the holy rode 1 had leauer see the strangeled on a gibbet. And so the duke of Yorke moated on horsbacke to ride toward Windsor to the kyng and to declare the hole eftecte of his sone and his ad he rentes & partakers. The duke of Aumerle seyng in what case he stode toke his horse and rode another way to Windsor, riding in post thither (whiche his father being an olde man could not do.) And when he was alighted at the castel gate, he caused the gates to be shut, saying that he must nedes deliuer the keies to the kyng. When he came before the kynges presence he kneled dovvne on his knees, besechyng him of mercy and forgeuenes: The kyng demanded the cause : then he declared to him plainely the hole confederacie and entier coniuracion in manner and forme as you haue harder Well saied the kyng, if this be trewe we pardon you, if it bee fained at your extreme perill bee it. While the kyng and the duke talked together, the duke of Yorke knocked at the castel gate, whom the kyng caused to be let in, and there he delyuered the endenture whiche before was taken from his sonne, into the kynges handes. Which vvrityng when he had redde, and sene, perceiuyng the signes and scales of the confederates, he chaunged his former purpose. For the daie before he heryng say that the chalengers were al ready and that the defenders were come to do their deuoir, purposed to haue departed towarde the triumphe the^ next day, but by his prudent and forecastyng councel, somwhat staied till he myght se the ayre clere and no darcke cloude nere to the place where the listes were. And nowe beyng aduertised of the truthe and veritie, howe his destruction and deathe was compassed, was not a littell vexed, but with a great and meruelous agonie perturbed and vnquieted, and therefore determined there to make his abode not hauyng time to loke and gase on lustes and tourneis, but to take hede howe to kepe and conserue his lyfe and dignitie, and in that place taried tyll he knewe what way his enemies would set forward. And shortly wrote to the Earle of Northumberland his high Costable, and to the erle of Westmerland his high Marshal, and to other his assured frendes of al the douteful daunger and perelousieopardie. The coniuratoures perceiuyng by the lacke of the duke of Aumerles coming, and also seyng no preparacion made there for the kynges commyng, imagined with them selfes that their enterpryse was intimate and published to the kyng : Wherfore that thyng whiche they attempted priuilie to do, nowe openly with speare & shilde they determined with all diligent celeritie to set forth and aduaunce. And so they adorned Magdalene, a man resemblyng muche kyng Richard in roiall and princely vesture, callyng him kyng Richard, affirming that he by fauour of his kepers was deliuered out of prison and set at libertie, and they followed in a quadrat array to the entent to destroy king Henry as the most pernicious & venemus enemy to the and his owne naturall countrey. While the confederates with this newe publyshed Idole accompanied with a puissant armie of men, toke the directe way and passage toward Windsor : Kyng Henry beyng admonished of their approchyng, with a fewe horse in the night, came to the Tower of London about, xii. of the clocke, where he in the mornynge caused the Maire of the citie to apparell in armure the beste and moste couragious persons of the citie : which brought to him. iii. M. archers and. iii. M. bill men, beside them that were' deputed to defend the citie. The Lordes of the confederacie entered the castel of Windsor,where they findyng not their praie, determined with all spede to passe forthe to London : But in the waie, changyng their purpose they returned to the towne of Colbroke and there taried. These Lordes had much people folowyng them, what for feareand what for entreatie surely beleuyng that kyng Richard was there present and in company. King Hery issued out of London with twentye M. men and came to Hounsloe Heath, where he pitched his campe, abidyng the commyng of his enemies: but when they were aduertised of the kynges puissaunce, or els amased with feare, or forthinkyng and repentyng their begonne busines, or mistrustyng their owne company and felowes, departed from thence to Barkamstede and so to Aucester, and there the Lordes toke their lodgyng: The duke of 'Surrey erle of Kent and the erle of 2 Salisbury
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. "19' Salisbury in one ynne, and the duke of Exceter and the carle of Glocesler in another, and al the hoste laie in the feldes. The Baily of the towne with fowre score archers set on the house wher the duke of Surrey and other laie: the house was uiannely assaulted and strongely defended a great space : The Duke of Exceter beyng in another inne with the erle of Glocester set fier on diners bowses in the towne, thin kyng that the assailantes would leuc their assault and rescue their goodes, which thing they nothyng regarded. The host liyng without hearyng noise and seyng fire in the towne, beleuyng that the kyng was come thyther with his puissaunce, fledde without measure to saue them selfes. The duke of Exceter and his company seyng the force of the townes men more & more encreace, fled out of the backeside entendyng to repaire to the armie, whiche they found dispersed and retired. Then the duke seing no hope of cofort, tied into Essex, and the erle of Glocester goyng toward Wales was taken and beheaded at Brisiowe. Magdalene fliyng into Scotland was appreheded and brought to the Tower. The lordes whiche fought still in the towne of Chichester wer wouded to deth and taken and their heades striken of and sent to London : and there were taken sir Bennet Shelley or Cell, and sir barnard Brokas and. xxix. other Lordes Knyghtes and Esqniers & sent to Oxford, where the kyng then soiourned, where sir Thomas Blonte and all the other prysoners were executed. Whe the Duke of Exceter heard that his complices wer taken, and his councellers apprehended, and his frendes and alies put in execucion, he lamented his owne chaunce, and bewepte the misfortune of his frendes, but most of all bewailed the fatall end of his brother kyng Richard, whose death he saw as in a mirrour by his vnhappy sedition and malicious attempte to approche, and so wanderynge lurkyng and hidyng him selfe in priuy places, was attached in Essex, and in the lordshippe of Plasshey a towne of the Duches of Glocester and there made shorter by the bed, and in that place especially because that he in the same Lordship seduced £ falsely betrayed Thomas duke of Glocester, and was the very inward auctour and open dissimuler of his death and destruction. F|p .the_comon_Prpuerbe was verified, as /. yfln ^"eL_.4QD£j-j^-AbjJJLyg!?^M^J Qh Lord J[ would jviah$ foaT ttip example, of many highlye promoted to rule, might w. had in meradne, the which mete and ineasu re their owne iniquitie and il doinges, with force auctoritie and power, to the entent that they by these examples shoulde auerte their myndes from ill doynges, and such vngodly and execrable offences./ After this Magdalein that represented the person of kyng Richard amogest the rebels, and diuerse other were put in execucion, and all the heades of the chefe conspiratoures sette on polles on London bridge, to the feare of other whiche were disposed to commit like offence. The Abbot of Westminster in whose house this traiterous confederacy was conspired, hearyng that the chefetains of his felowshippe, were espied, taken and executed, going betwene his monastery and mancion, for thoughte fell in a sodaine palsey, and shortely after without any speche ended his life : after whome the Byshop of Carlile more for feare then sickenes, rendred his spirite to God, as one rather desiryng to die by deathes darte, then temporall swearde. But nowe was come the time when all the confederates and compaignions of this vnhappye sedicion, had tasted accordyng to their desertes, the painfull penaunce of their pleasante pastime, or rather pestiferus obstinacy, that an innocent with a nocet, a man vngilty with a gilty, was pondered in an egall balaunce. For pore king Richard ignorant of all this coniuracion kept in miserable captiuitie, knowyng nothyng but that he sawe in his chamber, was by king Henry adiudged to"! die, because that he beyng singed and tickeled with the laste craftie policie of bis enemies, i would deliuer himself out of all inward feare and discorde, and cleane put away the very \ ground wherof suche frutes of displeasure mighte by any waie be attempted againste him, ) so that no man hereafter shoulde ether faine or resemble to represente the persone of king Richarde : jwherfore some saye he commaunded, other talke that he condiscended, many write that he knewe not tyll it was done and then it confirmed. But howe so euer it was, fcvng Richarde dyed of a violent death, without any infection or naturall disease of the body.— D 2 The
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    20 THE FIRSTE YERE OF The common fame is that he was euery daye serued at the table with costely meate like a kyng, to the entent that no creature shuld suspecte any thing done contrary to the order taken in the parliament, and when the meate was set before him, he was forbidden that he shuld not once touch it, ye not to smel to it, and so died of famin : which kynd of death is the most miserable, most vnnatural, ye and most detestable that can be, for it is ten times more painefull then death (whiche of all extremities is the most terrible) to die for thirst standyng in the riuer, or starue for hunger, besette with •^twentie deintie disshes. .Qjie^wnjej: whiche semed to haue muche knowledge of kyng Rychardes affaires, saieth that kyng Henry sittyng at his table sore sighyng said, haue 1 no faithefull frende whiche will deliuer me of him whose life will be my dcth, and whose death will be the preseruacion of my life. This saiyng was muche noted of them whiche were present and especially of one called sir Piers of Exton. This knight incontinently departed fro the court with eight strong persons and came to Pomfret, commaundyng that the esquier whiche was accustomed to sewe and take the assaye before kyng Richard, shuld no more vse that maner of seruice, saiyng, let him eate we! nowe, for he shall not long eatc. Kyng Richard sate downe to dyner and was serued without cnrtesie or assay, he muche meruailyng at the sodaine mutacion of the thyng, demaunded of the Esquier why he did not his duety? sir, said he, I am otherwise comaunded by sir Pyers of Exton, which is newely come from king Henry. When he heard that worde, he toke the caruyng knife in his hand and strake the esquier on the head saiyng, the deuell take Henry Pbf Lancastre and the together : and with that worde sir Piers entered into the chamber wel / armed with. viii. tall men inharneis, euery man hauing a bill in his had. Kyng Richarde perceuyng them armed, knewe well that they came to his confusion, and puttyng the table from him, valiantly toke the bill out of the first mannes hand, and manly defended himselfc, and slewe fowre of them in a short space. Sir Piers being sowhat dismaied with his resistyng, lepte into the chaire where kyng Richard was wonte to sitte, while the other fowre persons assailed and chased him aboute the chamber, whiche beyng vnarmed defended him against his enemies beyng armed, (whiche was a valiaunt acte) but in conclusion chasyng and trauersing fro the one side to the other, he came by the chaire wher sir Piers slode, whiche with a stroke of his Pollax felled hym to the ground, and then shortely he was rid out of the worlde, without ether confession or receit of sacrament. ^When this knight perceiued that he was deade, he sobbed, wept, and rent his heare criyng, Oh Lord, what haue we done, we haue murthered hym whom by the space of. xxii. yeres we haue obeied as king, and honored as our soueraigne lord, now all noble men will abhorre vs, all honest persons will disdaine vs, and all pore people will rayle and crie out vpon vs, so that duryng our naturall Hues, we shal be poincted with the finger, and our posterite shal be reproued as children of Homecides, ye of Regicides & prince quellersT]. Thus haue I declared to you the diuersities of opinions concernyng the deathe of this mfortunate prince, remittyng to your iudgement whiche you thinke most trewe, but the very trouthe isthat he died of a violent death, and not by the darte of naturall infirrnitie. When Atropos had cut the line of his lyfe, his body was embaulmed and seared and couered with lead al saue his face (to the entent that all men might perceiue that he was departed out of this mortal lyfe) and was conueighed to London, where in the cathedrall churche of saincte Paule he had a solempne obsequie, and from thence conueighed to Lagley in Buckyngham shire, where he was enterred, and after by kyng Henry the. v. remoued to Westminster, and there intombed honorably with quene Anne his wife, although the Scottes vntreuly write that he escaped out of prisone, and led a verteous and solitary life in Scotlande, and there died and is buried intheblacke Friers at Sterlyng. What trust is in this worlde, what suretie man hath of his life, & what constancie is in the mutable comonaltie, all men maie apparently perceiue by the ruyne of this noble prince, whiche beeyng an vndubitate kyng, "crooned and anoymed by the spiritualtie, honored and exalted by the nobilitee, obeyed uod worshipped
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    KYNG HENRY THE. II IJ. 21 worshipped of the comon people, was sodainly discerned by theim whiche he moste trusted, betraied by ttieim whom he had preferred, & slain by theim whom he had brought vp and norished : so that all menne maie perceiue and see, that fortune wayeth princes and pore men all in one balance. WHEN ne.wes of kyng Richardes deposyng were reported into Frauce, kyng Charles and all his court wondered, detested & abhorred suche an iniurie to bee doen to an anoynted kyng, to a crouned prince, & to the hed of a realme : but in especial Walt-ram erle of sent Panic whiche had maried kyng Richardes halfe sister, moued with high disdain against kyng Henry, ceased not to stirre and prouoke y Frenche kyng and his counsaill to make sharpe warre inEnglande, to reuenge the iniurie and dishonor comitted and doen to hissonne in lawe kyng Richard, & he hymself sent letters of defiance to England. Whiche thyng was sone agreed to, and an armie royall appoyncted with all spede, to innade England. But the Frenche kyng so stomacked this high displesure, & so inwardly coceiued this infortunate chance in his minde, that he fell into his old disease of the frensy, hat he had nede accordyng to the old prouerbe, to saile into the Isle of * Anticyra, to purge his melacholie *Anticyra humor, but by the meanes of his phisicions, he was somwhat releued & brought to know- Ast^where" ledge of hymself. This armie was come doune into Picardy, redy to be trasported into ^n^^th, Englad, but whe it was certainly certified that kyng Richard was ded, & that their enterprise purgeth S of his deliuerace was frustrate & voyd. tharmie scattred & departed a sonder. t^rof* BUT when the certaintie of kyng Richardes death was declared to the Aquitaynes and 
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    22 THE FIRST YERE OF purses to the veryfootome wherfore they determined rather to abide in their bid subicccion and obedience, then for a displeasure irrecurable to auenture themselfes on a newe chance and a deubtfuil parell. KING Henry beeyng aduertised of all the Frenche alternptes and couert conueighances, sent the lorde Thomas Percy -erle of Worceter with a goodly trewe of souldiours into Aquitain, to aide and assist sir Robert Knolles his leuetenante there, and to perswade and exorte the people to continewe in their ancient libertie and dewc obeysance. The erle arriued there, and so wisely entreated the noble men, so grauously persuaded the magestrates of the citees and tounes, and so gently and familiarly vscd and traded the vulgare people, that he not onely appeased their furie and malice, but brought theim to a louyng and "vniforme obeysance, receiuyng of them othes of obedience and loyall fealtie, whiclie done he retourned againe into England with great thankes. When kyng Charles of Fran nee perceiued that his purpose and attempte was frustrate and came to no good conclusion in Aquitayne and that kyng Richard being deade, his enterprise into England was of no value and of small purpose, he determined with him selfe to inuent some way howe to haue the Lady Isabell his doughter, sometime espoused to kyng Richard restored to him again : and for that purpose sent a solemne ambassade into England to kyng Henry, whiche gentely receiued them, and gaue in answere that he would send his commissioners shortely to Caleis, whiche shoulde farther common and coclude with them, not onely that request, but diners other matters of gret effecte and efficacie. And shortley after their departyng he sent Edward duke of Yorke, before called duke of Aumerle, whiche succeded in the said duchie his father Edmond duke of Yorke, a littell before disseased and Henry erle of Northumberland into the countrei of Guisnes. The commissioners assembled at diuers places at sondry times. The duke of Borbon aboue al thynges required in the name of the French king his master, to haue quene Isabell to him deliuered. The Englishmen that to do continually did deny, requiryng to haue her maried to Henry Prince of Wales, a man bothe in blud and age to her in all thinges equal!. But the Frenche kyng that mariage vtterly refused, saiyng he wolde neuer ioyne affinitie after with the Englishe nacion, because that the aliance had so vnfortunate successc. Then they began to entreate a continual! peace, whiche request the Frenchemen refused, and in conclusion they agreed that the truce whiche was taken betwene them and kyng Richarde, for the terme of. xxx. yeres, was renouate and confirmed. Some authors affirm that there was a newe leage concluded and confirmed betwene both the realmes duryng the Hues of bothe the princes, whiche semeth to haue a certein colour of veritie. For the kyng sent shortly after the foresaid Lady Isabell vnder the conducte of the Lord Thomas Percy erle of Worceter, associate with many noble and honourable personages, as well of women as men, hauyng with her al the lewells ornamentes & plate (with a great surplusage geuen to hir by the kyng whiche she brought into England) was sente in solemne estate to Caleis, and there deliuered to Waleran erle of saincte Paule Lieuetenant for the French king in Picardie, and so conueighed to her father, whiche gaue her in mariage to Charles sone to Lewes duke of Orleaunce. The Frenchmen often times required king Henry to assigne to her a dower, but al was in vaine, for the Englishemen answered that the matrimony was neuer consummate, by reason wherof she was not dowable, by the very treatie of the mariage coneluded, and so this matter seased, and was no more moued. V As the olc( prouerhe^saifhj after winde commeth jajn, &' after one ejyiil .comply easu.eth. anothert 39. duryng the time that kyng Henry was vexed and vnquieted, bothe within the realme & without.. OWEN Gtenebfr^eqtitt'e-tTf Wattes," Bslceiuyng the reaime to be. vnquieted. and the kyng not yet to be placed in a sure and vnmouableseate, entedyng to vsurpe and take vpon hym the principalitie of Wales, and the name and preheminence of the same, what with faire flatteryng wordes and with large promises, soenuegled entised and .allured the wilde and -vndiscrite Welshmen, that they toke hym as their prince and made to hym an othe of allegeance s v , cd subieccion. By whose supportacion, he beyng elated and set vp in aucthorite, to the '& intent
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    KYNG HENRY THE. HIJ. f3 intent to bee out of all double of his neighbors, made sharpe warre oft Reignolde lorde Grey of llithen and toke hym prisoner, promisyng hym libertee and dischargyng his raunsome, if he would espouse and marie his dough ter, thynkyng by that affinitie, to haue greate aide and muche power in Wales. The lorde Grey beeyng not very riche nether of substance nor of frendes, consideryng this offer to be the onely waie of his releffe and deliuerance, 1 assented to his pleasure and rnaried the damosell. But this false father in laxve, this vntre\v, vnhonest and periured persone, kept hym with his wife still in captiuitee till he died. And not content with this heynous offence, made warre on lorde Edmond Mortimer erle of Marche, and in his owne lordship of Wigmore, where in a conflict he slewe many of therles men and loke hym prisoner, and feteryng hym in chaynes, cast hym in a depe and miserable dongeon. The kvng was required to purchase his deliuerance by diuerse of the nobilitie,, but he could not heare on that side, rather he would and wished al his linage in heuen.. For then his title had been out of all doubt & question, and so vpon this cause as you heare, after ensued great sedicion. o^THUS Owen G lender glorifiyng hymself in these twoo victories, inuaded'the Marchesof Wales on the West side of Seuerne, robbed vilages, brent tounes and slewe the people, and laden with praies and bloudy handes returned again into Wales, neuer desistyng to do euil till the next yere, that the kyng reised a greate annie and puissance to resist and defende. his malicious atfemptes and sedicious inuasions, as after shall be declared. It was not sufficiet in this first yere of kyng Henry, this realme to be troubled with domestical sedicion, vexed with the craftie practices and inuencions of the Frenche men, and inuaded and infested with thefrantike waueryngWelshemen, but also fortune hauyngenuy at the glory and fortunate procedyng of this man, muste in his saied firste yere also, arme the Scottes with spcre and shelde against hym and his realme, wherof the occasion shall bee to you declared accordyng to the Scotticall histories. A Ikle before this tyme, George of Dunbar erle of the Marches of the realme, made meanes to kyng Robert of Scotlande, that Dauid his eldest sonne might rnarie and espouse the erles doughter called Elizabeth, and deliuered for the performance of the same mariage, into the kynges handes a greate some of money. When Archebaulde erle Douglas heard of this conclucion, disdainyng therle of the Marches blud to be auaunced before his stocke, wherfore ether by faire wordes, or els by disbursyng a greter some of money, he so enuegeled Kyng Roberte of Scotlande, that Dauid his heire refusyng the first damosell,. espoused Mariell the erle Douglas doughter. Therle of Marche desired restitucion of his money, to whom the kyng gaue many friuolus and trifelyng aunsweres, wherfore he disdainyng so to bee mocked & deluded of his money, with his wife and family, fled into England, to Henry erle of Northumberlande, entendyng with dent of ?werd to reuenge the injury & displesure to hym by the kyng comitted £ doen, £ so with the help of the borderers brent diuerse tounes, £ slew many persons in the realme of Scotland. -^KING Robert beeyng thereof aduertised, firste deprived the Erie George of all his dignitees and possessions, and caused his goodes to bee confiscate, -and after wrote to the Kyng of Englande, instantly requiryng hym, if he would the truce any longer to continevv ether to deliuer into his possession the Erie of Marche, and other traitors and rebelles to his persone and realme, or els to banishe and exile theim out of his realme, territories and dominions. Kyng Henry discretly answered the heiault of Scotland, that the worde of a prince ought to bee kepte, and his writyng and seale ought to bee inuiolate, and consideryng that he had graunted a saue conduite to the erle and his compaigny, he would nether without cause resonable breake his promise, nor yet deface his honor. Whiche answer declared to the kyng of Scottes, he incontinente did proclaime and intimate open warre, against the kyng of England, with bloud fire and swe'ard. Kyng Henry perceiuyng, that --policie preuenteth chance, gathred and assembled together a greate annie, and entered into Scotlande, burnyng townes villages and castles, sparyng nothyng but religious houses and churches, and brent a greate parte of the tounes of Edenbrough and Lithe and beseged the castle
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    24 THE FIRSTE YERE OF castle of Maidens inEdenbrough, in thende of September, whereof was capitain, Dauicl duke of Rothsay and prince of the realme, and Archibalde erle Douglas, with many hardy men. Roberte duke of Albania, beyng appoyncted gouernor of the realme, because the kyng was sicke and vnapt to rule, sent vnto kyng Henry an harrold, assuryng hym on his honour that if he woulde abide and tary his coming and repaire, wlu'che should be within sixe daies at the most he would geue hym battaill, and remoue the siege, or els die for it. The kyng beeyng glad of these ioyous good newes, rewarded the herault with a goune of silke and a chayne of gold, promisyng hym in the worde of a prince, not to depart thence but abide there, thecomyng of. the gouernor. The sixe daies passed, ye sixe and sixtene to, the gouernor nether apered nor sent worde, the winter waxed cold, vitaile failed, men died of the flixe, it rained euery daie so habundantly, that hunger and colde caused the kyng to breke vp his siege, and to departe out of Scotland, without battaill or skirmish offered. Duryng whiche tyme bothe the Wardens of the Marches beyng with the kyng, the Scottea made a rode into Northumberlande, and burned diuerse tounes in Bamborough shere, and shortly returned again, or els thei had been trapped & come to late home. When the kyng of England had dismissed his souldiers, and discharged his army, the Scottes entendyng to bee reuenged of their greate domages to theim by the Englishe uacio doen and committed by therle Douglas, appoyncted twoo armyes to inuade Englande. Of the first was chieftain, sir Thomas Halibarton of Dirlton, and Patrike Hebburne of Hales, whiche made a rode into Englande, and returned with litle losse and no greate gain. After this the forsaid sir Patrike Hebburne, encoraged & boldened with the prosperous succcsse of this first iorney, with a greate armie of the people of Lowdian inuaded Northumberlande, robbyng and spoylyng the coutree and departed homeward, not without greate gain of beastes and captiues. But in the returne he was encoutered with therle of Northumberlandes vicewarden, & other gentilmen of the borders at a toune in Northumberlande called Nesbit, and there the Englishemen sore assailed, and the Scottes valiantly resisted, but after a long fight, the victory fell on the Englishe partc, and as Ihon Mayer the Scot wrireth, there wer slain the flower of all Loughdean, and especially sir Patricke Hebburne with many of his linage. There wer apprehended sir Ihon and Willyam Cockeburne, sir Robert of Bas, Ihon and Thomas Hablincton esquicrs, and a greate nomber of the comon people. The erle Douglas sore beyng greued with the losse of his nacion and frendes, entendyng a requitement if it were possible of the same, by the consente of the gouernour of Scotlande, did gather a houge armie of twentie thousande talle menne and more. In the whiche armie was Lord Mordake earle of Fife sonne to the gouernour of Scotland, the erle of Angus, and many other erles and barons of the nobilitie of Scotland. These valiaunte capitayns and couragious souldioures entered into Northumberlande with banners displayed like menne either apte or thynkyng theim selfes able to destroy the townes and spoyle the countrey and Marches of Northumberlande. When they were entered into; England thinkyng no puissaunce able to encounter with their force, out of a valey beside a toune called Homeldon issued sodainly the Lorde Henry Percie, whom the Scottes for his haut and valiant corage called sir Henry hotspur, and in his company the Lorde George of Dunbar erle of Marche before banished Scotlande, as you haue heard, with all the genii!! menne of Northumberland, and eight thousande men on horsebacke and on fote. The encounter was sharpe, the fight was daungerous, the long continuaunce was doubtfull, for some were felled and rescued, some in rescuyng other were slaine, other gredy of prave more then of strokes fled to se what baggages were kept emongest the Pages. Thus with pure fightyng of the Englishemen and fainte hertes of the bragging Scottes, the brighte beame of victory shone on sainct Georges crosse, and there were slaine of men of great renoune and estimacion sir Iho Swinton, sir Adam Gordon, sir Ihon Leuiston, sir Alexander Ransey of Dalehowse, and. xxiii. knightes moo, whose names ether for ignorance or for feare of reproche, Hector Boece the Scottish archecbronocler kepeth in silence and dothe omitte, beside, x. M. comons. But there wer taken prisoners, Mordaeke erle of Fife, Archebald 1 erle
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIU. erle Douglas, whiche in the combat loste one of his eyes, Thomas erle of Murrey, Robert erle of Angus, and as other writers affirme, the erls of Athell und Mentethe with v. C. other. When the Lord Percy had thus obtained this glorious victory, he sent his prisoners into diuerse fortresses, and determined to subdue or destroy all the countrcis of Lowdene and Marche, whose heades and Gouernours ether he had slain or by force taken captiues. And so with a gret power entered into Tiuedale wastyng any destroiyng the hole countrey, and they beseged the castell of Cokelaues, whereof was capitain sir Ihon Grenlowe, which seyng that his castel was not long able to be defended copouhded with the Englishmen that yf the castel wern ot suckered within, iii. monthes, that then he would deliuer it into the Englishe mennes handes. The capitaine thereof wrote vnto the Gouernour, whiche callyng a great councell, the moste parte aduised hym rather frankely and frely to yeld the castel, than to put in ieopardie and caste in hasard the remnaunt of the florishyng nobihue of the realme. So muche was their courages abated and their fumishe crakes refrigerat with the remembraunce of the last conflicte and batail. But the gouernour rebukyng their tiinerous lieartes, and Feminine audacitie (whether he thought so or no was a questio) sware that if no man wold folowe of the nobilitie he woulde do his deuoire to reskewe the castell at the day. But his othe was nether kept nor broken, for he litell preparyng and lesse entendyng the oth whiche he solemply made neuer set fote forward duryng the first, ii. monethes, for the reising of the seige or reskewe of the castel. But the Englisbe men beyng sent for to go with the kyng into Wales, raised their siege and departed leauyng the noble men prisoners styll with the earle of Northumberland and the Lord Percie his sonne, which by the kyng were commaunded to kepe them to his vse, and not to deliuer them without his assent. KYNG Henry jkw^atnot,his enterprise into Wales, but made provision for menne, mu- The nicions and artillary me!e~and conuenient for so great a businessc, whereof the Frenche kyng beyng aduertised, sente priuilie Lorde lames of Burbone earle of Marche and his two brethren Ihon and Lewes, with xii. C. knightes and esquiers to aide Owen Glendor against the inuasions of kyng Henry, he toke shippyng with. xxx. saile at the mouthe of Seine, and the wynd was not fauourable to his purpose for he coulde neuer approche the coaste of Wales but came before the towne of Plimmouthe in Deuonshire, and there leauyng his great shippes liyng at ancre, in the nyghte toke land and brent, spoiled and destroied diuers small villages, and poore cotages, arid robbed, v. or vi. littel Craiers and fisher botes laden with fysshe and come. But while he and his companie like gredy wolfes were sekyng after their praie, the winde rose highe and a great tempesteous rage and furious storme sodainely flushed and drowned, xii. of his great shippes whiche laie in the mouth of the hauen for his safegard and defence. Whereof when the erle was aduertised, and pcrceuyng by the firyng of the beacons that the people began to assemble in plumpes to encounter with him, and also seyng his power sore diminished as well by the slaughter of suche as ranged abrode in hope of spoyle and praye, as by the furious rage of the vnmercifull see and hydeous tempest, with muche paine and great labour toke his shippes againe, and was notwithout ieopardie ef his lyfe driuen on the coast of Britaine and landed atsainct Malos. L The French kyng perceiuyng that this chiice had il successe ; appointed one of his Marshals called Memorancie, and the master of his Crosbowes with. xii. M. men, to saile into Wales, which toke shippyng at Brest and had the winde to them so prosperous that they landed at Milfoid hauen, and leauing the castel of Penbroke vnassaulted, because it was well fortified, manred, and vitailed, besieged the towne of Harforde West whiche was so well defended by the erle of Arundell and his power that they much more lost then gained."\ And from thence they departed towarde Owen Glendor whome they nominated prince of "Wales, and founde him at the towne of Denbigh abidyng their comyng with ten thousand men. They wer of him louingly receiued, andjgentelly enterteined, and when all thynges were prepared, they passed by Glamorgan shire toward Worcester and there brent the suburbes, but hearyng of E the
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. While these thynges were thus doyng in England Waleran Eric of sainct Paulo whiche had inaricd t!ie iialle sinter of Richard, hauyng a malicious lieart and a deadly hatred to kyng Henry, a'ssebled a great number of men of warre to the number of. xvi.. or. xviii. C. whert-of the greatest pane were noble men, and made great prouisio of all thingrs necessary for his feate and enterprise. And on sainct Nicholas day entered into his bhippes at Harrlete and landed in .the Isle of Wight, and when he sawe no apperaunce of defence, he burned two poore villages and. iiii. simple cottages, and for great triumphe of this noble acte he made iiii. knightes: but sodainly when he was aduertysed by his espials that th» people of the Isle vver assembled and approched to fight with hym. He with aUmste possible toke his shippes and retourned home againe, wherwith the noble men of his company •were much discontente and displeased, consideryng that his prouision was great and, his gaine small or none. And in the same very season Ihon Erie of Cleremount sonne to the Duke of Burbone, wonne in Gascoigne the castelles of sainct Peter, saincte Marie and the newe castell, and the Lord Delabrethe wonnc the castell of Carlaffin, whiche was no small losse to the Englishc naciori : Duryng which time died Philippe duke of Burgoin, and duke Albert of Bauier Erie of Henault. H THE THIRDE YERE. ' IN this yere appered a comete or btasyng Starre of a houge quantitie by a long season The.Hi which as the Astronomers affirmed, signified great effusion of mannes blud, which iudge- ycr' ment was not frustrate as you shall perceiueTj Eor Henry erle of Northumberland and Thomas erle of Worcester his brother, arirtms sonne Lord Henry Percy called hotspur, which were to king Henry in the beginnyng of his reigne bothe fautours frendes and aiders, perceiuing nowe that he had pacified all domesticall sedicion and repressed his enemies, and reduced his realm to a conuenient quietnes, began somwhat to enuie the glory of hyrn, and grudged againste his welthe and felicitie. And specially greued, because the kyng deinaunded of the Earle and his sonne suche Scottishe prisoners as they had taken at the conflictes fought at Homeldon and Nesbit as you before haue heard. For of all the captiues whiche were there taken, ther was deliuered to the kynges possession onely Mordake earle of Fife sonne to the duke of Albanie Gouernour of Scotland, for the king them diuerse aad sondry times of therle and his sonne required. But the Percies affirmyng them to be their owne propre prisoners and their peculiar praies, and to deliuer theym vtterly denaied, in so muche that the kyng openly saied that if they wolde not deliuer them, he woulde take them without deliuerance. Wherwith they bcyng sore discotent, by the councell of Lord Thomas Percy erle of Worcester, whose study was euer to procure malice, and to set al thynges in broile and vncerteintie, fainyng a cause to proue and temple the kyng, came to him to Wyndsor, requiryng him by raunsome or otherwise to cause to bee deliuered out of prison Edmond Mortimer erle of Marche their cosyn gcrmain whome (as they reported) ,Owen Glendor kept in filthy prison shakeled with yrons, onely for that cause that he toke his parte, and was to hym faithful and trcwe. ^The kyng began not a litell to muse on this request, and not without a cause, for in dode it touched him as nere as his shcrte, as you well may perceiue by the Genealogy rehersed in the beginnyng of this story. For this fed-/ inond was sonne to Earle Roger whiche was sonne to Lady Philip doughter to Lionel! Duke of Clarence, the third sonne to kyng Edward the third, whiche Edmonde at kyng Richardes -going into Ireland, was proclaimed heire apparant to the crounc and realme, whose Aunt called Elinor this Lord Henry Percie had Maried. i And therfore the kyng litell forced although that that lignage were clerely subuerted and vtterly extincte.j < J^WHEN the Jymgiiad long digested anijstudiedon this matter, he made aunswere and sayd that the EarleoT Marche was not taken prisoner nt'itllUi1' for his cause nor in his seruice, but willyngly suffered him selfe to be taken, because he woulde take no partc against* Owen Glendor and his complices, and therfore he woulde nether raunsome nor releue hym, E 2 which*
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    58 THE THIRD YERE OF whiche fraude the kyng caused openly to be published and diuulged, with whiche aunswere if the parties were angry doubt you not. But with the publyshyng of the cautell, that the Earle of Marche was willyngly taken, they ten times more fumed and raged in so imiche that sir Henry hotspur said openly: Behold the heire of the realme is robbed of his righte, and yet the robber, with his owne, vvyl not redeme hym. So in this fury the Percies departed, nothyng more mindyng then to depose kyng Henry from the high tipe of his regalitie, and to deliuer and set in his trone their cosyn frende & confederate Edmonde Earle of Marche, whome they not onely deliuered oute of the captiuitie of Owen Glendor, but also entered into a leage and amitie with the said Owen against king Henry and all his frendes and fautours, to the great displeasure and long vnquieting of kyng Henry and his partakers. Here I passe ouer to declare howe a certayne writer writeth that this earle of Marche, the Lorde Percy and Owen Glendor wer vnwisely made belieue by a Welch Prophecier, that king Henry was the Moldwarpe, cursed of Goddes owne mouth, and that they thre were the Dragon, the Lion and the WolfFe, whiche shoulde deuide this realme bebvene them, by •/ the deuiacion and not deuinatio of that mawmet Merlin. ^ I wyll not reberse bowe they by their deputies injhehowse of the Archdeacon of Bangor, seduced witii that falce.faiucd Proph£aie-.xkjLikled the realme amongest thef nojQ^~wTtteriioWB by U. ffipartie encteoture sealed with their scales., all En.gl.an.tle from Seuerne and Trent South and Eastward, was ^assigne'd to the^ejJe^pJt^J^rj^^JliuEjiow all WaleV^i^QKeTanc[e£|bey^Kr^Tie*rne "Westward, were appoincted to Owen Glendor, ancTairthe remnaunt from Trente'Nortlnvardo to"tl!i£JUl!tltLil
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. 29 only excepte, which beyng of a haute corage and hye storaacke, kept his promise & Joined with the Fercies to his destructi5. THE lorde Percy with therle Douglas and other erles of Scotlad with a greate armie, departed out of the Northparties, leuyng his father sicke (whiche promised vpon his amendment & recouery without delay to folowe) and catue to Stafford where his vncle therle of Worcester and he met, and there began to consult vpon their great affaires and high attempted enterprice, there they exhorted their souldiers and compaignions to refuse no pain for the auauncemente of the common wealth, nor to spare no trauell for the libertie of their countree : protestyng openly that they made warre onely (to restore the noble realme of ^England to his accustomed glory and fredo, which was gouerned by a tirant and not by his / law-full and right kyng. The capitaines s\vare and the souldiers promised to fight, ye & to* dye for the libertie of their countree. When all thynges was prepared, they set forwarde towarde Wales, lokyng euery houre for new aide and succors, noysyng abrode that they came to aide the kyng against Owen Glendor. The kyng heryng of the erles approachyng, thought it policie to encounter with the before that the Welshme should ioyne with their armie, and so include hym on both partes, and therefore returned sodainly to the toune of Shrewesbury. He was skantely entered into the toune, but he was by his postes aduertised that the erles with baners displaied and battailes ranged, wer comyng towarde hym, and were so hole and so coragious, that they with light horses began to skirmishe with his hoste. The kyng'perceiuyng their dooynges, issued out and encamped hymself without the Estgate of the toune. Therles nothing abashed although their succors theim deceiued, embattailed themselfes not farr from the kynges armie. And the same night thei set the articles whereof I spake before, by Thomas Kaiton and Thomas Saluaine esquiers to kyng Henry, signed with their handes and sealed with their scales, whiche articles (because no Chronicler saue one, maketh rnecion what was the very cause and occasion of this great bloudy battaile, in the whiche on bothe partes wer aboue fourty thousande men assembled) I \vorde for wordeaccorolinff to my copie do here rchcrce. WE Henry! Percy erle of Northumberland, high Constable of England, and Warden of the West Marches of England toward Scotlande, Henry Percy our eldest sonne Wardein of the Easte Marches of Englandc toward Scotlande, and Thomas Percy erle of* Worcester beyng proctours and protectours of the comon wealth, before our Lorde Jesu Christe our supreme iudge doo allege, saie and entende to prone with our handes personally this instante daie, against the Henry duke of Lancastre, thy complices and fauorers, vniustly presuming and named kyng of Englande without title of right, but onely ofthy guyle and by force of thy fautors : that when thoufjifter thyne exile diddest entre Engfaude, thou< madest an_olhe_to_ vs vpon the holy Gospelles bodely touched and kissed by thee at Dancastre that thou wouldest neuer claime the croune, kyngdom or state royall but onlv thyne owne propre inheritance, and the inheritance of thy wife in EnglandeJ and that Richard our soueraigne lord the kyng and thyne, should raigne during the terme of his life, gouerned by the good counsail of the lordes spirituall and temporal!. Thou hast imprisoned the same thy soueraigne lorde and our kyng within the toure of London, vntil he had for feare of death, resigned his kyngdomes of Englande and France, and had renounced all his right in the forsaid kyngdomes, and others his dominions and landes of beyonde the sea. Vnder coulor of whiche resignacion and renunciacion by the counsaile ofthy frendes and complices, and by the open noysyng of the rascall people by thee and thy adherentes assembled at Westminster, thou hast crouned thy self kyng of the realmes aforsaid, and hast seazed and entered into all the castles and lordshippes perteignyng to the kynges croune, contrary to thyne othe. Wherfore thou art forsworne and false. ALSO we do alledge, saie and entend to proue, that wher thou sworest vpo the same Gospelles in the same place and tyme to vs, that thou wouldest not suffre any dismes to be leuied of the Clergie, nor fiftenes on the people, nor any other tallagies and taxes to be leuied in the realme of Englande to the behoffe of the realme duryng thy life, but by the consideracion
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    SO THE THIRD YERE OF consideration of^the thre estates of (.119 realme, except for great nede in causes of importance or for the resistance oc our enemies, onely and none otherwise. Thou contrary to thyne othe so made, hast done to bee leuied right many dismes and fif'tenes. and other imposicios and tallagies, aswel of the Clergie as of the comonaltee of the real ne of Engiande, & of the Marchauntes, for feare of thy magestie royall. Wherfore thou art periured and false. "^ALSO we do allege, saie & entede to proue, that were thou sworest to vs vpon the same Gospelles in theforsaied place and tyme, that our soueraignelorde and thyne, kyng Richarde, should reigne duryng the terme of his life in his royall prerogatiue and dignitee : thou hast caused the same our soueraigne lorde and thine, traitorously within the castell of Poumfret, without the cosent or lodgement of the lordes of the realme, by the space of fiftene daies andso many r.ightes (whiche is horible etnong Christian people to be heard) with honger, thirst and colde to perishe, to be murdered. Wherefore thou art periured and false. ALSO we do alledge, saie & entend to proue, that thou at that tyme when our soueraigne lorde and thyne, kyng Richarde, was so by that horrible murder ded as aboue saied, thou by extorte power, diddest vsurpe and take the kyngdome of Engiande, and the name and the honor of the kyngdome of Fraunce, 'vniustly and wrongfully, contrary to thyne othe, from Edmonde Mortimer Earle of Marche and of Ulster, then next and direct heire of England and of Fraunce iniediatly by due course of inheritaunce after the deceasse of of theforsaied Richard. Wherfore thou art periured and false. ALSO we do alledge, saie & entend to proue as aforsaid, that where thou madest an othe in the same place and tyme, to supporte and maintein the lawes and good customes of the vealme of Engiande, and also afterward at the tyme of thy coronacion thou madest an othe, thesaied lawes and good customes to kepe and conserue inuiolate. Thou fraudulently and contrary to the lawe of Engiande and thy fautors, haue written almoste through euery shire in England to chose such knightes for to hold a parliament as shalbe for thy pleasure and purpese, so that in thy parliamentes no Justice should be ministered against thy mynde ir» these our complaintes now moued and shewed by vs, vvherby at any tyme we might haue any perfight redresse, notwithstanding that wee according to our conscience (as we truste ruled by God) haue often tymes therof complained, as well can testifie and bere witnes the right reuerend fathers in God Thomas Arundell archbishop of Canterbury, and Richarde Scrope, archebishop of Yorke. Wherfore nowe by force and strength of hande before our Lorde Jesu Christ we must aske our remedy and helpe. -A ALSO we do alledge, saie and intende to proue, that where Edmod Mortimer erle of Marche and Ulster, was taken prisoner by Owen Glendor in a pitched and foughten feld, and cast into prisone and lade with yron fetters, for thy matter and cause, whom falsely thou hast proclaymed willyngly to yelde hymself prisoner to thesaied Owen Glendor, and nether wouldest dcliuer hym thy self, nor yet suffre vs his kinsmen to raunsome and deliuer hym: Yet notwithstanding, we haue not onely concluded and agreed with thesame Owen for his raunsome atourpropre charges and expences, but also for a peace betwene thee and the said Owen. iWhy hast thou then not onely published and declared vs as traytors, but also craftely and deceitfully imagened, purposed and conspired the vtter destruction and confusion of our persones. For the whiche cause we defy thee, thyj^iutoures and complices as comen traytoures and destroyers of the realme, and the inuadours, oppressoures and confoundcrs of theverie true and righte heires to the croune of Engiande, whiche thyng we entend with our hades to proue this daie, almightie God helpyng vs. WHEN kyng Henry had ouerseen jheir_aEtide*4uid defiance*, he answered the esquiers that he was redy with dent of swerde and fierce battaill to proue their quarell false'Jmd fayned, and not with writyng nor slanderous wordes, and so in his righteous cause anertust quarell he doubted not but God would bothe aide and assiste hym, against vntrue persones and false forsworne traytours: with whiche answere the messengers departed. The next daie ,in ihe mornyng early, whiche was the vigile of Mary Magdalene, the kyng perceiuyng that
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. 51 magfle battaill was nerer than he ether thoughte or loked for, leste that long tariyng might imagninishyng of his strength, set his battailles in good ordre : likewise did his enemies, conne bothe in puissance and courage were nothyng to hym inferiour. Then sodainly the -_ hisjpettes blew, the kynges parte cried sainct George vpon them: The aduersaries cried -llsperaunce Percie, and so furiously the armies ioyned. The Scottes whiche had the forward on the lordes side, entendyng to bee reuenged of their old displeasures done to them by the Englishe nacion, set so h'ersely on the kynges forward, that they made them drawe backe, and had almost broken their arraie. The Welshemen also vvhiche sithe the kynges departure out of Wales, had lurked and lien in woodes mountaignes and marishes, heryng of this battaill towarde, came to the aide of the erles, and refreshed the wery people with new succurs. When a fearful messenger had declared to the kyng, that his people were beaten doune on euery side, it was no nede to bid hym stirre, for sodainly he approched with his freshe battaill, and comforted, hertened and encouraged his part so, that they toke their hertes to theini, and manly fought with their enemies. The prince Henry that daie holpe muche his father, for although he wer sore wouded in the face with an arow, yet he neuer ceased ether to fight where the battail was moste strongest, or to courage bis'— , men where their hertes was moste danted. This greate battail cotinued thre Ip»g4ioures with indifferet fortune on bothe partes. That at the last the kyng criyng sainct George, victory,~brake the arraie and entered into the battaill of his enemies and fought fiersely, and auentered so far into the battaill, that the erle Douglas strake hym doune and slewe si? Water Blonte, and three other appareled in the kynges suite and clathyng saiyng: I maruaill to see so many kynges so sodainly arise again, the kyng wa& reised and did that daie many a noble feate of armes. For as the Scottes write and Frenche men affirme, all though that Englishemen kepe silence, that he hymself slewe with his handes that daie xxxvj. persones of his enemies, the qther of his parte encoraged by his doynges, fought valiantly and slew the lorde Percie called sir Henry hotspurre, the best capitain on theparte aduerse. When his death was knowen, the Scottes fled, the Welshemen ran, the traitors wer ouercome, then nether wooddes letted, nor hilles stopped the fearfull hertes of theim that were vanquished to flie, and in that flighte therle Douglas, whiche for hast fallyng from the cragge of amountagnie brake one of his genitals and was taken, and for his valiantnes of the kyng frely & frankely delhier-ed. There was taken also sir Thomas Percie erle of Worcester & diuerse other, oa the kyages parte wer slain sir Walter Blount and. xvi. C. other persones, but on the parte of the rebelles were slain the erle of Stafford, Che lorde Percie and aboue fi.ue thousand other, and as for the Scottes few or none escaped aline. AIlTJlltabi^glariou3.yie^^^ kyng_ obte.igoed,-.b.fi ... Knde.rjjdJta.almigluje^ God his* and hertie^-tliaftkesr-wuicaused tfieiie-flf .Worcester the innrg wa g\ffer_Mfl ry ieine. at Shreweflbory-to-be-draweifttaBgeil aj^t^uartgred, anijjiisjied to be se n t_to_ Lo ndon, at whicbe.,place oiany joao cajjitaines fiSL-fiiiSiSdD After this greate battaill, he like a triumphante conqueror returned with greate pompe to London, where he was by the senate and magestrates solemply receiued, not a little reioysyng of his good fortune and fortunate victorye. But before his departure from Shrewesbury, he not forgettyng his enterprise against Owen Glendor, sent into Wales with a great army prince Henry his eldest sonne against thesaid Owen and his seclicious fautors, whiche beyng dismaied and in maner desperate of all comfort by the reason of the kynges late victory, fled in desert places and solitary caues, where he receiued afinall reward mete and prepared by Goddes prouidence forsuche a rebell and sedicious seducer. 'For beyng destitute of all cornforte, clreadyng to shewe his face to any creature, lackyng meate to sustain nature, for pure hunger and lacke of fode miserably ended his wretched life.' This ende was prouided for suche as gaue credence to false prophesies. This ende had they that by diabolical deuinacions were promised' great possessions and seigniories. This ende bappeneth to suche as beleuyng such fantasticall iblies, aspire and gape for honor and high promocions. WThen the prince with litle labor and lesse losse, bad tamed & bridtled the furious rage of the wild and sauage Welshemen,, • and!
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    32 THE. IIIJ. YERE OF atid lefte gouernors to rule and gouerne the countree, he returned to honor & no small praise. The erle of Northumberland heryng of the brothf-r andsonne, came of his owne free will to the kyng, excusyng hym.. party nor knowyng of their doyng nor enterprice : the kyng nether accused h» excused, butdissimuled the matter for. ii. causes, one was he had Berwicke in his possession, which the kyng rather desired to haue by polici then by force: the other was that therle had his castellesof Alnewicke, Warkeworth and other fortified with Scottes, so that if therle wer appreheded, all Northumberland wer in ieopardy to become Scottish. For jjiese causes t kyng gaue hymjaire worries & let hym fflenart homq. whe^ he yontinaed inpeace a .while. T>ut after he r^be}ied-aaj»a*i^iiMU^«
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. 33 mage that the Englishemen had by them sustained. Therle of sent Paule beyng at Terwin, imaginyng how to recouer somewhat of his losse but more of his honor, sente for a greate compaignie of noble men and valiant personages, and cocluded to inuade the Marches of his enemies. But the Frenche kyng consideryng the erles euil fortune and vnfoi tunate chance, comauded hym to leue of his enterprise, with whiche he was sore displeased. Yet to auoyd perelles, the Frenche kyng laid in garrison at Bullein and other places, the Marques of Pownt sonne to the duke of Barr, and therle of Dampnay, and sir Ihon IJarpadane a knight of greate renoune and high estimacion. The kyng of England circuspectly forseyng thynges to come, and imagenyng that the Frenchemen attempted some newe enterprice, against hym or his dominions beyonde the sea, sent. iiii. M. men to Caleis and to the sea, whereof, iii. M. landed at Sluce, whiche besieged a castle standyng at the mouthe of the hauen, and made diuerse assautes and lost diuerse of their compaignie, but newes were brought to theirn, that the duke of Burgoyne had required licence of the Frenche kyng to besiege the toune of Caleis, for whiche cause thei raised their siege, and returned to the defence of that fortresse and desired praie of the Frenche nacion. U THE FIFTHE YERE. ABOUTE this season Loys Duke of Orliaunce brother to the Frenche Kyng, a man of The. v. no lesse pryde then haute courage, wrote letters to Kyng Henry aduertisyng hym, that he >er for the perfighte loue whiche he bare to the noble feates of chiualrie and rnarciall actes, in auoidyng the slowe worme and deadely Dormouse called Idlenes, the ruiue of realmes and confounder of nobilitie, and for the obteignyng of laude and renoune by deades of armes and manly enterprises, coulde imagine or inuent nothyng either more honorable or laudable to them both, then to mete in the feld eche parte with an hundred Knightes and Ksquiers, all beyng Gentlemen bothe of name and armes armed at all pointes and furnished with speares, axes, swerdes and daggers, and there to fighte and combate to the yeldyng, and euery person to whom God shal send victory to hnue his prisoner, and him to raunsome at his pleasure, offeryng hyin sclfe with his company to come to his citie of Angulesme, so that the kyng of England wolde come to the laundes of Burdeaux and there defend this chalenge. .The L kyng of England whiche was as graue and wittie as the duke was light and couragious, wrote to hym againe that he net a litell mused hut muche more rneruailed that the duke beyng sworne as well to him as to kyng Richard to mainteyne the peace betweene his brother the Frenche kyng and theym concluded, and to that had set his signe and great scale, wolrie nowe for vainglory vnder colour of doyng dedes of Armes not onely violate the peace and breake the amitie betwene them before concluded, but also gene an occasion of displeasure and ingratitude, by the whiche in conclusion might rise mortall war and deadely enernitie, affirmyng farther that no kyng anointed of very dutie was ether bound or obliged to answere any chalenge but to his pere of egall estate and equiuolent dignitie, and that~no Christian prince ether ought or shoulde consent to warre or effusion of christen bind but ( onely for the defence of his realme, or for conquest of his right, or for amplifiyng of Christes faithe and chrhtian religion, and not for pride, worldly fame and vainglory, declaryng also '• that when opportunity of time and conuenient leisure serueo\_jie would transfret and passe the sea himselfe with suche company as he thought most conuenient into his countrey of Gascoigne, at whiche time the Dukemyght set forward with his band for the attainyng of Honour nnd accomplishing of his couragious desire and haute enterprise, promising in the worde of a prince not thence to depart till the duke either by fulfillyng his owne desire, or , by singuler combate betwene them two, onely for auoidyng the effusion of Christen bloud, shoulde thinke himself satisfied and fully answered. [Howbeit, at that time he beyng enbusied with weightie affaires & vrgent causes concernyng the publike welthof his realme could neither apoint time nor place, protestyug that the, deferryng of time was nether for disdaine F nor
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    34 THE. VI.' YF.RE OF . nor yet for cowardnes, hut only to abate the pride of him whiche knowyng not himself, nor fering reproche, regarded not his othe writyrig nor scale. To this answere the duke of Orleaunce replied and kyng Henry reioyned, which doynges what for the vnprincely launtes and vncharitablc checkes in them coteigned, and what for rehersyng againe thinges to you -here before declared I omitte and put in obliuion. The duke of Orleaunce not content with the king of England, assembled an armie of. vi. M. men and entered into Guien and besieged the town of Vergy, wherof was Capitaine sir Robart Antelfelde a valiant knight and an hardy captain, hauyng with him onely thre hundred Englishmen. The duke almostc euery day assaulted the towne fiersely, but th«y within the towne couragiously defended the same : In so much that when he had lien there thre monethes & had lost many of his men and nothyng gotten, without honour or spoile returned into Fraunce. After this the Admiral of Britayne whiche beyng highly elated and'muche encouraged because the laste yere he had taken certaine Englishe shippes laden with wine accompanied with the Lord CastyH a valiant baron of Britaine, and xii. C. men of armes, & xxx. shippes, sailed from sainct Malovyes and came before the towne of Darthtnouthe and woulde liaue landed, but by the puissaunce of the townsmen and aide of the countrey, they were repulsed and put backe in whiche conflicte the Lorde of Castell with his two brethren with foure hundrcdc other were slain, and aboue two hundred prisoners taken and raunsomed, wherof the Lord of Baqueuile high Marshall of Britaine was one, whiche was brought to the kyns and after redemed. The Admiral sory of this intbrtunate enterprise with muche Josse and no gain returned hastely into his countrey. Kyng Henry being aduertised of this attempt, sent the Lord Thomas his sonne whiche after was duke of Clarence to the sea with a gret nauie of shippes to the entent eyther with battaill or depopulacion of the sea coastes bothe of Britaine and' of Fraunce to reuenge this iniurie and inuasion he sailyng by the seacostes landed diuers times •and fiered shippes & brent townes and destroied people without fauoure or mercie, and when he thoughtehis quarell well reuenged lie sailed toward England, and in hisretournynghecncountred with two great Carickes of leane laden with riche marchandise and substantial stuf betwene whom was a greate confh'cte and a blouddy battell, but after long fightyng, the Englishemen preuailed and brought bothe the Carickes into Camber before Rye, where one of them by misauenture of fier perished to the losse and no gaine of bothe the parties. About this time Ilion- duke of Burgoin whiche had long laboured and now obteined licence to besiege the towne of Caleis, preparyng enginnes, ladders, cartes, and all other instrumentes necessary and conuenient for so great a feate and notorious siege, and assembled at S. Omers vi. M. men of armes, xv. C. Crosbowes, beside, xii. M. fotemen, hauyng vitail Bumbarde.s and other municions of warre sufficient ami conuenient for his abrode blowen enterprise. But when all thynges wer prepared and the hole army assembled lie was by the French kyng and his councell (whiche put diffidence in the exploite of his glorious busines) counterrnaunded £ prohibited farther to precede in that weightie purpose : for the which cause he conceiued so great an hatred and deadely malice against the Duke of Orleaunce (as the onely stop and let of his glory and renoume) that he euer after not only maligned and grudged against him and his procedynges, but also (as you shall shortly heafe) brought him to death and finall destruction. i •f THE SIXT YERE. •rhc.vi. I'N tnis yere tfie Earle of Northumberland whiche bare still a venemouS scorpion in his ?• cankered heart, and coulde not desist to inuent and deuise waies and meanes howe to be reuenged of kyng Henry and his fautours, began secretely to communicate his interior imaginacions and priuie thoughtes with Richard Scrope Archebishop of Yorke brother to Willia. lord Scrop treasorer of England whom- kyng Henry (as you haue hearde) beheaded at the iowne of Bristow, and with Thomas- Mowbrey erle Marshal sonne to Thomas duke of Norffolke, for kyng Henries cause before banished the realme of England, and with the lordes
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    KYNG HENRY THE, IIIJ. 35 lordes, Hastynges, FauconbBidge, Bardolfe and cliuerse other. whiche he knewe to beare deadely liate and inward grudge toward the kyng. After long consultation had, it was fil nally concluded and determined amongest theyiu that all they, their frendcs and alies witli all their power shoulde mete at Yorkcs wold at a day appointed and that therle of Northumberlad should be chefetaine and supreme gouernour of the armie, which promised to bryng with him a great nomber of Scottes. THIS sedicious conspiracy was not so secretely kept nor so closely cloked but that the kyng thereof had knowledge, and was fully aduertised. Wherefore to preuent the time of their assembly, he with suche power as he could sodainly gather together with all diligece marched toward the North parties and vsed such a celeritie in his iourney that he was thither come with all his hosteand power before the confederates hearde any inkelyng of his marchyng forward, and sodainly there wer apprehended the Archebishop, the earle Marshal, sirIhon Lampley, and sir llobart Plumpton. These personnes wer arrained, atteinted and adiudged to die, and so on the Monday in Whitson weke all they withoute the Citie of Yorke were beheadded. Here of nccessitie I oughte not nor will not forgeate howe some^f folishe and fantastical! personnes haue written, howe erronius Ipocrites and sedicious Asses haue endited, howe supersticious Friers and malicious Monkes haue declared and diuulged both contrary to Goddes doctrine the honour of their prince and comrnen knowen veritie that r , at the howre of the executio of this Bishop (which of the Executioner desired to haue fiue • strokes in remembraunce of the fiue woundes of Christ) the kyng at the same time sittyng at diner had v. strokes in his necke by a person inuisible, & was incontinently strike with a leprey, whiche is a manifest lye as you shall after plainely perceiue. What shall a man say of suche writers whiche toke upon them to knowe the secretes of Goddes Judgement? what shall men thinke of such beastly persons whiche regardyng not their bounden .du.tie, and obeisance to their prince & souerain Lord enuied the punishment of trailers and torment of offeders ? But what shall all men coniecture of suche whiche fauouryng their own worldly dignitie, their own priuate auctoritie, their own peculiar profit, wil thus iuggle raile and imagine fantasies against their soueraigne lord and Prince, and put theim in memorye as a miracle to his dishonor and perpetual infamy: Wei let wise men iudge what I haue said. Beside these persons, diuers other of thesaid conspiracie and faccio, the lorde Hastinges, the lord Fauconbridge, sir Ihon Coluile of the dale, sir Ihon. Griffith were beheaded at Durham. Therle of Northumberland hearyng his councelto be reueled and his confederates to be put to execution and shameful death, fled into Scotland to his old frend George of Dunbarre earle of the Marche, which the yere before was reuoked out of exile and restored to his possessions name and dignitie, where he taried till the next Somer & then sailed into France and after into Flaunders desyryng aide and assistence againste kyng Henry, but when he sawe littel hope of comfort and that fevve willyngly were ententife to his request, he accompanied with the Lorde Bardolffe muchc dismaied and more desperate returned again to his trew frendes into Scotlande and there made his abode the hole yere abydynf the fauour of Fortune and chaungc of his vnfortunate chaunce duryng whiche tyme the kyng withoute any difncultie toke into his possession the towne of Barwicke, the castelles of Alnewyke and all other Fortresses appertainyng to the Earle : and liyng at Berwycke he caused to be put to death the Barons sonne of Greystocke, sir Henry Beynton, and Ihon Blenkensoppe and fiue other as fautoures and workers of this newe inuented conspiracy. When the kyng had thus appeased and asswaged that late begonne commotion, he sent his son the prince of Wales accompanied with Edward duke of Yorke and a great puissance, to encounter with the Scottes which by promise wer bound to ayde and assiste the confederates and rebelles. But thei hearyng that the founders of the warre were apprehended and put to deathe, made no haste forward but taried peacibly at home. So that the prince entryng into Scotland and findyng no resistence, brent tounes spoyled villages and wasted the countrey euery where as he passed, which thyng so muche,amased the kyng of Scottes and his councel, that notwithstandyng that he had gathered and appoincted a greate hoste vnF 2 dcr
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    36 THE VII. YERE OF der the conducte of the Erles of Douglas and Bowgham to resist the prince and his inuasions, yet they sente Ambassadors to hym requiryng hym of peace and finall concord, whiche requeste he vtterly denaied, but at their humble peticion he graunted them a truce for certaine monethes, of the whiche they were botheglad and ioyous, and so the prince laden with pray and spoile retourned with great gain to his father. While the prince thus infected the countrey of Scotlad on the land, sir Robart Vmfreuile vice Admiral! of England vexed the coutreys of Fyffe and Loghdian on the sea coast, for he liyng in the Scottishe sea. xiiii. daies and etiery daie landed on the one side or the other and toke praies spoyles and prisoners matigre the gret powers of the duke of Albanie and the Erie Douglas, insomuche that he brent and toke the town of Peples on their faire day and caused his men to mete Clothe with their bowes : and with great gain retournyng to his shippes brent the Galiet of Scotland with many other vessels, and sente Clothe vitail and diuers Marchandises to euery towne in Northumberland, seltyng thereon no great price: Wherefore the Scottes called hyrn liobyn niendmarket. The kyng about this time was newely vnquieted and perturbed, for notwithstandyng this fortunate successe that he had obteigned in all his outward warres and interiour affayres, yet some of his people bare suche a cankered hearte to warde hym that to expell hym from hi» rule and dignitie they left no occasion vnsought nor deuise vnattempted. For sodainty sprage out a fame of an vncertain auctour that king Richard was yet liuing in Scotland, to whiche fable suche credite was geuen that if prudente policie had not forsene the sequele, it had kendeled a greatter flame then within short space might haue well bene quenched or cxtincte. IT THE SEUENTH YERE. Th«.vii, IN this sommer, the Pestilenciall plage so infected the Citie of London and the countrei ycre. rofid about that the king durst not repaire thither nor yet nere to the confines of the same, wherfore he departyng from the castel of Ledes, determined to take ship at Quinboroughe in the Isle of Shepey, and to sail ouer to Lye in Essex and so to Plasshey, there to passe his time till the plage were seased: and because certain pyrates of Fraunce were lurkyng at the Temmes mouthe waityng for their pray, Thomas Lord Camois with certaine shippes of warre was appointed to wafte ouer the king. When the kyng was on the sea, in the middest of his iourney, whether the wind turned, or that the Lord Camois kept not a directe course^ or that his shippe was but a slugge. The Frenchemen whiche by all similitude had knowledge of the kvngcs passage entered amongest the kynges nauie and tokefowre vcsselles nexte to the kynges shippe and in one of the sir Thomas Rampston knight the kiuges vice chamberlain with all his chamber sturFeand apparel, and folowed the kyng so nere that if his shippe had. nat bene swift he had landed sooner in Fn;ce then in Essex, but by Goddes prouision and fortunate chauuce he escaped the daunger and arriued at his appointed porte. The kyng beyng sore moued with the lord Camois, caused him to be attached and endited that he condiscended and agreed with the Frenchemen that the kyng in his iourney should be intercepted and taken. On this poinct he was arraigned the last dajjatVQctober before Edmond erle of Kent that day high stuard of the realnie, on which day were he giltie or giltless, fautie or clore, culpable or innocent of that fact and doyng, he was by his peres found not giltie and dismissed at the barre, hauyng restitucion bothe of his landes goodes and offices. In this yere kyng Henry not onely desiryng newe affinitie with forein princes but also the preferment of his line and progeny, sent the Lady Phylip his yonger doughter to Ericke kyng of Denmarke, Norwey and Swethen which was conueighed thither with great pompeand therewith muche triumphc maricd to the said kyng, where she tasted bothe welthe, and wo, ioye & pain. About this season died sir Robert Knolles knight a man of great policie, wisclome and experience in war which had bene a Capitayn from the time of Kyng Edward the. iii. till his latter dayes, iu the whiche he beyng Gouernour of Aquitayne encombred with age resigned 1 his
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. 37 his office to sir Thomas Belfford a valiaunt capytaine and returned to London, where he disseased and was honorably buried in the Churche of the White Fryers. f THE EYGHT YERE. YOU haue heard before how kyng Robert of Scotlande being very aged and impotent, was The. via.. notable to rule and gouerne his realme, and how Walter his brother, beyingby hym created dukeyer< of Albanie, (whiche was the firste duke that euer was in Scotlande) was made gouernor of his brothers countree and dominion. After whiche office and preheminece by hym obteigned, he so sore thirsted after the croune and scepter royal that he cared litle though the kyng his brother and his two sones had been at Christes fote in heuen. And somwhat to further his purpose, it vnfortunatly chaused that Dauy of Rothesay prince of the realme and eldest sonne to the kyng, was accused to his father of diuerse heynous crimes, and in especiall of lasciuious & dissolute liuyng, as rauishyng of wiues, deflouryng of virgins, and defyling of maidens, •w her fore the kyng deliuered hym to his brother the gouernor, trustyng that by his good coiMsaill and discrete aduertisemente he would not onely amend his life, but also to fall to wisedom prudence and grauitie. Whe the duke had possessed part of his desired pray, he sent his nephewe fro castle to castle, from prisone to prisone, from place to place, and in conclusion lodged him in a toure within the castle of Franckelande, where with fainyne he caused miserably to ende his life, puttyng a poore woman to painfull death, whiche gaue to the Prince the milke of her brestes by a rede into the prisone. His death was long, hidden from the king his lather, but in conclusio, the gouernor shewed to the king how diuerse persones traiterously had murdered hym whiche wer apprehended and iudged to die, & yet in their l;ues they neuer knew nor yet saw hym. The kyng notwithstandyng his brothers excuse, doubted much thend of his other sonne named larnes, wherfore he priuely prouided a shi[>, in the whiche he put the child beyng then of the age of. ix. yeres, under the tuicion of the lorde Hery Senclere erle of Orkeney, willyng him to couey the prince into f. realme of France if by any possibilitie he could thether attain. And if fortune should driue hym on ^ cost of England, he wrote letters to the kyng of England, y tenor wherof insueth. " ROBERT Kyng of Scottes, sendeth gretyng to Kyng Henry of Englande, although by A letter relacion of other persones I haue knowen before this tyme, what magnanirnitie, what cleinencie, and other infinite vertues be planted and roted in your royall persone, yet in the voy- Scottes.. age that you your self personally last made into Scotlad, I haue had manifest and open experience of the same. For whe you like our enemy inuaded our countrie, brent our tounes, and destroyed our people, yet by the fauor that you shewed to suche places and people whiche receined and fostered your noble father when he fled out of Englad (for feare of rebelles whiche then sore afflicted his lande) we haue receiued altnoste as muche profit and aduantage as we did hurte and damage, by your terrible warres and bloudy inuasions. Wherefore I cannot but laud and praise your highnes & Judge your noble herte mete for a kyngdo, but also I doloue and will not cease to loue you duryng my naturall life. And notwithstandyng that realmes and nacions daily contende and make warre for glory rule and empire, yet to vs bothe beyng kynges, no suche occasion is geuen to do as they do, or to folowe their steppes or progression, but we (whiche is the duetie of a kyng) oughte to striuewho shall prosecute other with moste humain fauor and continual ckmencie, and as muche as we maie to be felowes, compagnios and alies, insinguler loue and perpetual amitie. And as for suche causes as now be different and in discencion betwene vs and our realmes for my part I shall endeuor my self to bryng all thynges to a good coclusion & mutuall conformitie. And because that I now am in the same trouble and perplexitie for my children, that your father was with the rebelles of Englande, I am compelled of very necessitie to desire aide
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    38 THE. VIII. YERE OF aide and seke coforte of forain princes and strange nacions. And although that by the help of God and power of my people, I am able inough to kepe the same against all outwarde powers and forain attemptes. Yet from the secrete malice of suche as lurke and bee daily norished in my very bosome, I cannot kepe theim in suertie within myne owne dominion. And yet in no other place thei can bee from that pestiferous conspiracy put in any sure defence or perfight sauegard, except thei he preserued by the faith and fidelitie of good and iust men. The worlde this tyme is so full of malice, so replenished with rancor, that wheresoeuer thatgolde or siluer (whiche bee instrumentes of mischief) maie enter or penetrate, there •shalbe founde ministers prone and redy to do and perpetrate al detestable crimes and mischeuous inuencions: But because I kuowe and perceiue your person to be endued with so many notable vertues, and to be adorned with such Magnanimitie, fidelitie, iustiee, clemencie, and finally, not onely to be replenished with the whole compaignie and felowship of the vertues Moral, but also to be of that power, riches & puyssance that no prince in our tyme, maie to your highnes be ether compared or assimuled, I beyng by your noble and notable qualities allected and encoraged, most hertely require your helpe and humbly desire your aide, relefe and comfort. For mine eldest sonne Dauid, (as I suspect and as the fame runeth, althonghe I cannot yet thereof make a perfight proft'e) is muithered, by no comen murther, by no open tliefe, by no notorious malefactor nor by no furious persone, but by my brother his vncle whiche ought to haue protected and saued him, to whom I comitted the gouernance of me, my children, my whole realme and all that I had, whiche vnnaturall .kinseman hath not only killed my child, but hath shamefully slain and murdered hym with the .moste cruell and miserable kynd of death, which Js famyne. And so he, which ought & .whose duety was to haue aduoyded and put fro me the iniuries of all other persones, hath afflicted me with the moste contumelie, the greatest iniury and manifest damage, that euer subiecte did attempt against his Prince, or brother against brother, or enemy against .kinseman. For he whom I made.gouernor to withstand the power and malice of mine outward enemies, compasseth and imagineth how to destroy myne issue, and consequently myne owne persone. Wherfore for the fauor that you here to Justice sent by God to mankinde, and for the naturall loue and fatherly affection that you here to your children and posteritie, I humbly require and hertely desire your magnificece, that this mine onely child, not onely maie safely and surely liue vnder your defence and protection but also that you of your accustomed goodnes will vouchsaue to preserue and defende this the onely heire of my posteritie from the malicious attemptes of his cruell kynred and ambicious consanguinitie. And this the rather, for the remembrance both of your fathers chance, whiche in his necessitie ..found muche humanitic in our nacion, and also of the frailtie of worldly suretie, whiche : assone changcth from good to euill, and from euill to worse, as the faire and redolent flower this dale florisheth, and to morow widreth and sodainly vadeth. Requiryng you to haue in remembraunce, that if princes put their whole confidence only in their comon people, which T>e more variable then the Wethercocke or wynd, and haue no outward frendes nor forain nmitie, their empire is fallyng and their regiment very britell. But if princes be coupled in .the chaines of indissoluble amide, and will mutually & faithfully defende their cornen enemies, and aduoyde their manifest iniuries, there is no power or strength of the comen people, that ether can hurte or cast theim from the throne: in suche a suretie is a kyng .that so is garnished with the loue, fauor and amitie of outward princes and louyng neighbors.    Wherfore, if it may seme expedient to your high wisedome, to here this my lowly requeste and louyng suete (whiche I thynke your clemencie will not reiect nor retell) my desire is, that accordyng to the last truce concluded betwene yon and vs, in the whiche is .conteigned that all men conueighyng letters from the one of vs to the other, should suerly & sauely passe and repasse without any cotradiccio: That it would plese you not to breke ,nor deny the said liberty to this berer our only sone, but for your honor to kepe your promise sincerly inuiolated & .faithfully obserued. And thus the gracious God preserue your noble person in your royal estate long to continew." 4 WHEN
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    KYNG HENRY THE. 1IIJ. S9 WHEN all thynges necessary were prepared, the mariners halsed vp their ankers and departed from Bas castle with this young prince and Henry Percie sonne to the lord Percie slain before at Shrewsbury, and by rigor pf tempest wer driuen on the cost of llolder-nes called Flamborough hed the. xxx. daie of Marche, where the yong prince for to refreshe liymselfe toke lande. He wroughte not so priuily, but he was knowen and taken with all his copany, & conueighed to the kyngbeyngat Winsore, where he with dew reuerece deliuercd his fathers letter. When the letter was redde & vnderstand, the kyng assembled his counsail to knowe what should be doen with this noble enfant. Some to whome the continual warres and daily battail was bothe displeasut and odious, affirmed that there could not happen a better or a more surer occasion of peace and amide betwene bothe the realmes, whiche beyng so offred, they would in no wise should be reiected but taken, consideryng that this prince was sent thither, in trust of sauegard, in hope of refuge, and in request of aide and comfort against his euill willers and malicous enemies: other (whose opinion toke place) affirmed hyin to be a prisoner and so to bee ordered, for asmuche as he was . taken the warre beeyng open, and that his father did not onely maintayne therle of Northumberland and other rebelles within his countrie and geue them great honors, but also sent a .greate nombre of his nobilite against the kyng at- the battaill of Shrewesbery. W-herfore it was agreed that he should be deteined as a prisoner, lawfully taken and duely appreheded. When tidynges of this difinitiue sentence was shewed to his father, he tooke suche an in-* warde conceit and so sore a penciffenes, that he ended his naturall life within a few inonethes after. Although the takyng of this young prince, was at the first tyme displeasant to the realme of Scotlande: yet surely, after he and all his region had greate cause to reioyse and thanke God of their fortunate chaunce and good lucke that insued. For where before that tyme the people of Scotlande wer rude, rustical!, without any vrbanitie, hauyng litle leruyng and lesse good maners, & good qualities least of all. This prince beeyng. xviij. yeres prisoner within this realme, was so instructed and taught by his scholemasters & pedagoges ,apointed to him by the onely clemencie of the kyng, that he not onely florished in good learn-' -yng ajid freshe litterature (as the tyme then serued) but also excelled in all poynctes of Marciall feates, Musicall instrumentes, Poeticall artes and liberal sciences. In so muche th;it; at his returne from captiuitee, he furnished his realme bothe with good learnyng and ciuilL. policie, whiche before was barbarous, sauage, rude & without all good nurtur. . •f THE NYNETH YERE.. TIIERLE of Northumberland, whiche had been in Fraunce and other regions to oh- TH*. ix. . teigne aide against kyng Henry, and had missed of his purpose, now puttc his whole confidence ycre* in the Scottes, and in especiall in his olde frende George erle of Marche, and so assembled a great power of the Scottish nacion to inuade Northumberland, and recouered diuerse of his owne castles and seigniories, to whom the people without nombre daily resorted. Wherfore he entendyng to bee reuenged of his old greues, accornpaignied with the lorde Bardolfte and diuerse other Scottes and Englishmen entredinto Yorke shire and there began to > destroy and depopulate the countrie. Wherof the kyng beyng aduerttsed, caused a greate army to be assembled and marched toward his enemies, but or the kyng came to -Notynghani, Raufe Rekesbie shrife of Yorke shire, in the middest of February with the po^er of ; the countrie, sodainlie set on therle and his compaignie, at a place called Bramhatn More, • where after long fightyng, the erle and the Lorde Bardolffe and many other-wer taken and ^ brought to Yorke and there executed, and their heddes sent to London. . AFTER this the kyng hauing knowledge that diuerse pirates wer wanderyng on the cost of Englande, prepared a great armie furnished with men, vitaile and -.municions- of warre mete & conuenient for such1 an enterprice, and in the beginnyng. of Marche sent to the sea, lorde Edtnond- Hollande erle of Kent, chieftain of that crewe- and ar-mie. When the erle" had-J
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    40 THE TENTH YERE OF had searched all the coaste of Fraunce, and had founde not one pirate or sea robber, he vras aduertised by his espials that they heryng of his armie, wer diuerted to the partes of Britayn. Wherefore the said erle entendyng to be reuenged on them whiche he sougtit for, made his course thether, before his arriual they had conueighed their shippes into the hauens, so that he could not fight with them on the sea, wherfore lie launched out his botes and with his fierce souldiers toke land and fiercely assaulted the towne of Briake standyng on the sea side. The citiezens threwe out dartes, cast stones, shotte quarrelles and manfully defended their •walles. In wliiche conflicte the erle receiued such a wound in his head that he departed out of this world the. v. day after. The assailantes not dismaied but set a fire with the death of their captaine like men desperate styll assaulted the towne and by fine force entered into the same and set it a fier and slewe all that would make any resisteuce, and for lacke of a captain, the men of warre laden with praies and prisoners returned againe into Englande. THIS Edmond erle of Kent was in such fauour with kyng Henry that he not alonely aduanced and promoted him to highe offices and great preheminences, but also by his meane and MO small coste obteigned for him the eldest doughter and one of the heires of the Lord I3arnabo of Millaine brother to Lord Galeace whose sone also called Galeace murdervng his vncle Barnabo made himselfe first duke of Millaine, for which marriage Lord Barnabo paied to him an hundred M. Duccattes at the churche of saint Marie Oueryes in Southwarke at the day of the solempnite, by doen Alphos de Caniola. This Lucie after the death of her husband by whom she had no issue, was moued by the kyng to mary with Ins bastard brother the Earle of Dorcet a man very aged and il visaged, whose person nether satisfied her fantasy nor whose face pleased her appetite, wherfore she preferring her own mind more then the kynges desire, delityng in him the whiche shoulde more satisfie her wanton pleasure then gaine her any profile, for very loue toke to husband Henry Mortimer a goodly yong Esquier and a bewtifull Bacheler. For which cause the kyng was not onely with her displeased but also for mariyng withoute his licence he seassed and fined her at a great some of money, which fine kyng Henry the. v. bothe released and pardoned and also made him knyght and promoted hym to great offices both in England and Normandie, whiche sir Henry had issue by this Lady, Anne maried to sir Ihon Awbemond mother to Elizabeth Chandos mother to Phillis maried to sir Dauie Halle capitayne of Caen, she had also issue Mari maried to Ihon Cheddar and Luce espoused to sir Ihon Cressy. fThis yere by reason of Frostr \ —^ shepe and birds died without nomber, whiche continued fiftene weekes7 *[ THE. X. YERE. Th«. x. ABOUTE this time Ihon duke of Burgoine a man of a quicke witte, desirous of rule, & of a haute courage, being of great auctoritie ainongest the Frenche nacion to whome ciuill discorde was more pleasure than fraternall amitie and mutuall concorde, began sore to grudge and maligne against Lewes Duke of Orleance brother to the French kyng, because that he was chefe of the kynges councell and ordered al thinges by his discrecion, because the king his brother was (as you haue heard) fallen into a frensy and tlierfore meddled in nothyng. The duke of Orleance on the otherside beyng highly set vp in pride, began to disdain and froune at the duke of Burgoin, because he perceiued that he aspired & gaped to haue the supreme regimente in the publike affaires and weightie causes, thus the one would haue no superior, and the other would haue no pere. This cancard disdain in shorte space grewe to suche a hate, that all the realme of Fraunce was deuided into two faccions, thone parte fauoryng the duke of Orleauce, and the other inclinyng to the duke of Burgoyne, whiche deuisiou had almoste brought the realme of France to vtter ruineand perpetuafl confusion. The Frenche kyng beyng sornwhat amended of his dissease, heryng of this controuersie betwene these two princes, set for theim bothe to Paris, where he reproued their pride, rebuked their malice, and taunted their vngodly dooynges, in so muche that all the nobilitie beygn
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    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. beyng present, Judged the displeasure to haue been bothe forgotten and forgeuen. But high corages are not so sone abated, nor roted malice is not in hast plucked vp, for the duke of Burgoyne still co passing the destruccion of the duke ofOrleance, appoyncted a secrete frende called Raft'e of Actouille, to bryng his purpose to passe. This Raft'e forgettyng not his enterprise, assembled together a compaignie of suche persons as he moste trusted, & as a Woltte gredy of his pray, when the duke of Orleance was commyng from the court in the night season, he fiersly set vpon hym and shamefully slewe hym. When this murder was published, the king lamented, the nobles grudged, and the comon people cried to God for vengeance. The duke of Burgoyne iustified this act by the mouth of Master Ihon Petit doctor in deuinite, whiche wrested scripture and doctors so far out of course, that his Justification within fe\ve yeres after was adiudged heresy by the whole vniuersite of Paris. The French kyng, lest that greater mischief should ensue, was compelled to hide and cloke his inward arfeccion and dolorus herte and to dissimule the matter, doubtyng lest the duke of Burgoyne whose herte and haute corage he had well knowen before, (if he should proceade against hym for this euill acte) would ioyne and take part with the Englishe nacion against the realme of France. Wherefore after long consultacion had by the entreatie of the kyng and other Princes of the bloud royall, Charles duke of Orleance sonne to duke Lewes lately murdred, and Ihon duke of Burgoyne were reconsiled and brought to a fained concord and a fainte agremente, eche of theim takyng a corporall othe vpon the holy Euangelists, neuer after to disagre or renewe any displeasure for any thyng before passed. But what preuaileth an othe where hertes still burne & malice continually smoketh, who careth for penury when apetite of reuengyng daily encreaseth. IN this case was the duke of Orleance whiche perceiuyng the king his vncle to beare with the duke of Burgoyne, and to let the detestable murder of his father so lightly pasee without pain or punishmet, alied and confederated hvmself with the dukes of Berry and Burbon, & the cries of Alaunson and Arminacke, whiche reised agreate puissance of people, and defied the duke of Burgoin and his cdplices as their mortall foo and dedly enemy. The duke of Burgoine feryng the sequele of the matter (because ther was a mocio of mariage to be had betwene the prince of Wales and his doughter) was somwhat the bolder to send to the kyng of England for aide and succors against his enemies. Kyng Henry no lesse forseyng then that whiche after ensued, whiche was that the discord of these two great princes might turne his realme to profit and honor, sent to the duke of Burgoine, Thomas erle of Arundell, sir Gilbert Vmfreuile lorde of Kyne, sir Robert Vinfreuile, and sir Ihon Grey with. xij. C. archers, whiche toke shippyng at Douer and landed at Sluce. When thenglishmen wer arriued in Flaunders, the duke of Burgoin with thenglishmen and all his power, rode daie and night til he came nere to Paris, and ther the next daie after with hard fightyng and coragious shotyng, the Englishmen gat the bridge of saint Clow, whiche passed ouer the riuer of Saine, and toke and slewe all the souldiers whiche the duke of Orleance had left there in garrison to defend the bridge. Emongest whom sir Mansard de Boys a valiant capitain was taken prisoner by the Englishemen & highly raunsomed. But the duke of Orleace and his compainy whiche wer like to haue been compassed with their enemies, so that almost al their waies of refuge were stopped and enclosed, in the nyght tyme made a bridge ouer the riuer on the part of saint Denis strete, & so escaped & fled into the high coutries. And after this conflicte the duke of Burgoyn beyng now in his ruffe thin kyng no man ether in aucthorite or bloud equiuolente to his person, and blinded with a kail of vainglory before his ieyes, toke vpo him him the hole rule and gouernance of the realme and ordered the kyng as pleased him, and not to the kinges wil, and thinking that in so trobelous a season he had vnknit the knot of all ambiguities & doubtes perceiuingall thynges to haue better succeded for his purpose then he before imagined, dismissed Thenglishmen into their countrey geuing to them harty thankea and great rewardesj Which doyng king Hery much disalowed, consideryng that he had sent away his defence before the great brunt of the war wer ouerpassed, & shuld haue taken hede before what policie his enemies had practised or G what
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    42 THE. XII. YEIIE OF what puissance they had assembled. For he well remebred that one faire daieassufeth not a good Sommer, nor one fliyng Svvalovv prognosticated! not a good yere. f THE ELEUENTH YEIIE. ih.xi. Kyng Henry nowe beyng quiet & not molested with ciuil discencion nor domesticali factions called his high court of parliamente i« the whiche after he had concluded diuerse Actes mete and expedient for the publike welth of his realme and people, he exalted and promoted his thre yonger sonnes to hie honors, as lorde Thomas to the Duchie of Clarence, lorde Ihon to the duchie of Bedford, & lorde Humphrey to the cluchie of Glocester, and lord Thomas his halfe brother erle of Dorcet he made duke of Excester. Howbeit some wTherj3_sai£ he was erected to that estate and dignitie by kyng Henry the. v. in the first yere of his reigne, whiche thyng is nether materiall nor disputable consideryng he had none issue. f 1T THE TWELFTH YERE. The. xii. While these thynges wer thus doyng in England, Iho duke of Burgoyn which ruled the rost and gouerned both kyng Charles the Frenche kyng and his whole realme, so muche stomakedand enuied the duke of Orlifice & his fautors that he caused the Freeh kyng in person to arme himself against them and their adherentes, as traitors to liym and apparat enemies to the comon welth, & sent diuerse eapitaines to inuade their landes and territories in the countrees of Poytiers and Angulesme, & other seigniories aperteinyng and belongyng to the homage and obeisance of the duchie of Aquitain & Guien. Wherfore the dukes of Orleance, Berre, and Bui bon with their fi edes and alies, scyng that now their onely hope consisted in the kyng of England, sent to hym Alberte Aubemound a man of no lesse lernyng then audacite, & yet of no lesse audacitie, then wit and policie, whiche in the name of the confederates offred certain codicions as you shall here after accordyng to myne aucthor truly reported, whiche wer made & cocluded in the yere of our Lorde. M.CCCC.xij. the. viij. dale of Maie. FIRST, thesaid lordes offred that fro thece furth thei should expose and set furth their owne persons, finances and lades to serue the kyng of England his heires and successors, when souer thei wer required or called in all hist quarelles: whiche iust quarelles the kyng of Knglade shall take to aperteigne to the duchie of Guyen with the appurtenances, affirnayng how thesaid duchie perteigneth and ought to apertain to hym of righte by lineall heritage and lawfull succession, manifestyng from thence furthe, that thei should not blemishe nor spotte their truthe nor fidelite to assiste and aide hym in recoueryng thesame duchy. ALSO thesaied Lordes offered their sonnes, doughters, nephewes and neces, parentes and all their subiectes, to contract mariage accordyng to the discrecion of the kyng of Englande. ALSO thei offred tounes castles tresures, & generally al their goodes to ayde the kyng his heires and successors for the defence of their rightes and quarels, so that the bonde of their allegiance might be saued, the whiche in another secrete apointment they before had declared. ALSO thei offred to the kyng of England generally al their frendes adherentes alies and well willers to serue him in his quarel for the recouery of the hole Duchie of Guien. ALSO to cease al fraude, the sayd lordes recognised that they were ready, to affirme the saied Duchie of Guien to belong to the kyng of England, in like and semblable wise in liberty and franchises, as euer any of the said kynges predecessors held or possessed the same. ALSO the said lordes knowledged that al the townes castels and fortresses that they had 1 within.
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    KYNG HENRY THE, IIIJ. 43 •within the Duchie of Guien, to holde them of the kyng of England as the very trewe duke of Guien, promisyug all seruice and homages after the best maner that in suche case might be. ALSO they promised to deliuer to the kyng as much as laie in the all townes and castelles apperteinyng to the roialtie and seignorie of England, whiche are in 'nombcr. xx. what townes and castels, and as to the regarde of other townes and fortresses whiche were not iu their puissaunce and seigniory, they woulde healpe the kyng of England his heires and deputies to winne them with men in sufficiente number at their propre charges and cxpences. ALSO the kyng of England was agreed that the duke of Berry his trewe Uncle and* vassalle and the duke of Orleance his subiecte and vassalle and the Earle of Arminacke shoulde • v»m\ik holde of hym by homage and fealtie the landes and seigniores hereafter folowyng, that is to£"iVth" saye the Duke of Berry to holde the Countie of Pontiew duryng his life, and the duke ofi»°nd« or Orleaunce to hold the countie of Angulesme duryng his life onely, and the countie of Per- clfT"^" rigot for eucr, and the Erie of Annniacke to holde. iiii. castels vpon certain sureties and tie °r HOcondicions as by indenture should be appointed. FOR the which offers couenauntes and agrementcs they affirmed that the kyng of England as Duke of Guien, ought to defende & succour them against all men as their very Lord and soueraigne, and not to conclude any treatie of leage with the Duke of Burgoine, his brethren, children, fi endes or alies. FURTHERMORE, the kyng of England ought to ayde the sayd Lordes as his trewe vassals in all their iuste quarels for recoueryng of damages for iniuries to them wrongfully done. 
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    41 The. xiii, ytre. THE. XIIII. YERE OF Paule whiche neuer wonne gain but loste honor at the Englishe mens handes, returned no onely with losse of his people but defrauded of his desired pray, returned to the toune of Saint Quintins. If THE. XIII. YERE. THe Frenche kyng in the meane seaso by the enticement of the duke of Burgoine layd sege to the citie of Bourges in Berry where the duke of Orleance and his confederates had included and fortified themselfes. When the kyng of England was thereof aduertised, he with all diligence sent forthe his sonne Thomas duke of Clarence, and Edward duke of Yorke with. viii. C. horsrnen and. ix. thousand archers whiche toke land in the bay of Hogges in Normandy by sainct Waste in the territory of Constantine. Thenglishemen swarmed like Bees rounde aboute the countrey, robbyng Marchantes, spoilyng husbandmen and brennyng townes, and were ioyously receiued of the Erles of Alauson and Richmond fautors of the Ofliencial part. The councel of Fraunce not willing that the Englishmen should ioyne or concurre with the Dukes of Orleaunce and Berry or their complices, caused a common fame ( although it were not trewe) to be diuulged abrode that there was a finall peace and a perfit amide concluded betwene the Frenche kyng & his lordes whiche lately were to hym aduersaries. When this fable was notified to the Englishmen whiche were by hasty iourneys passed the ryuer of Leire, they spoiled the towne and Monastery of Beauliew, and wasted with fire and swerde the countreis of Touraine and Maine. Against whom the duke of Burgoyn sent the lord of Rambures with a great armie, whiche in short time was before vanquished. The Dolphyn of Fraunce fearyng the doynges of the Englishemen concluded a fayned peace betwene the dukes of Orleaunce and Burgoyne and their adherentes, so that the duke of Orleaunce should without delay dispatche out of the dominions of Frauuce all the English armie. The duke was not rich to paie, and the Englishmen were gredy to haue, in so muche that they marchyng toward Guien in good order what by sackyng of townes & what with raunsomyng of riche persones, gat great treasure and many good prayes. Beside this to the aide of the duke of Orliaunce king Henry sent to Caleis therles of Kent and Warwike with. ii. thousand fightyng men whiche spoiled & defaced the countie of Bullenois, and brent the towne of Samer de Boys and toke with assault the fortresse of Russalte with diuers other. The duke of Orleance which was daily called on to dispatche the Englishemen out of Fraunce, came to the duke of Clarence and his army rendryng to them a M. gramercies and disbursed to them as muche money as ether he or his frendes myghte easily spare: and for two hundred and. ix. M. Frankes which remayned vnpaide he deliuered in gage his second brother Ihon erle of Angulesme whiche was Grandfather to Frances afterward French king and sir Marcell of Bourge, sir Ihon of Samoures, sir Archibault of Viliers and diuers other, which earle long continewed in Englande as you shall perceiue hereafter. When this agrement was taken, the dukes of Clarence and Yorke with gret pray (riche prisoners, and welthy hostages) came to Burdeaux makyng warre on the frontiers of Fraunce, to their greate gaine and profitable lucre. So by the onely commyng of the Englishmen into France the duke of Orliaunce was^je^tored not onely to peace and quietnes with al- persons saue the duke of Burgoyne : But also fell in suche fauour with the kyng & the realm that he was of all men welbeloued, muche honored and highly cstemed, and so continewed till wa- , ^v ^-uering^Fprtujie turned her variable whele. For after this he beyng enemy to the Englishe •"* nation was vanquished and takeiy prisoner and so remained in Englande aboue. xxiiii. yeres, till the flower of his age was passed or sore blemyshed. 1 THE FOURTENTH YERE. Tie. *iuj. AFter these great and fortunate chaunces happened to kyng Henry, he perfightly remembring that there could be no more praise geuen to a prince then to execute his office in 4 admin �

  

  
    Page 54
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.16% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. IIIJ. 45 administryng Justice whiche aboue all thyng is the very necessary minister to all people, entendyng to Hue in quietenes, beyng now deliuered of al Ciuilldeuision and intestine discen- " / cion, with the which almost all Christendom was infected and disturbed, not onely to the gret decay of Christes religion and Christian creatures but to the great exaltacio of Painiin princes, by the dilatyng of the pestiferous sect of the false counterfait prophet vainglorious Mahumet : called a great cousail of the thre estates of his realme, in the whiche he deliberately consulted and concluded aswell for the politike gouernance of his realme as also for the war to be made against the Infidels, and especially for the recouery of the holy Citie of Jerusalem, in whiche Christian warres he entended to ende his transitory life, and for that cause he prepared a great army, and gathered muche treasure, entending to set forward in the same spring time. But se the chaunce, what so euer man intendeth God sodainly reuerseth, what princes will, god wil not, what we thinke stable, God sodainely maketh mutable, to the entent that Salomons saiyng might be found trewe, which wrote that the wisdome of men is but folishnes before God. When this Prince was thus furnyshed with treasure sufficient, with valiant capitaines and hardy souldiers, with tall shippes furnished with vitayles municions and all thynges necessary for suche a iourney roiall, he was taken with a sore sodain disease and laied in his bed : whiche disease was no Lepry stryken by the handes of God asfolish Friers before declared, for then he neither would for shame, nor for debilitie was able to enterprise so great a iourney as in to lewrie in his own person, but he was taken with a sore * Apoplexye of the whiche he languished tyll his appoyncted howre, ' and had none other grefe nor malady. Duryng whiche sickenes as Auctors write he caused his crowne to be set on the pillowe at his beddes heade and sodainly his pange so sore tro- dered of beled him that as he lay as though al his vitall sprites had been from him departed : suche Sow to< chamberlains as had the cure and charge of his bodyc thinkyng him to bee departed and *i>ichcm deade couered his face with a linnen cloth. The prince his sonne being therof aduertised, oTt^r56'3 entered into the chamber and toke away the crowne and departed: the father being sodainly heade f'om reuiued out of his traunce quickly perceiued the lacke of his crowne, and hauyng know- ftiyngoftht ledge that the prince his sonne had possessed it, caused hym torepaire to his presence, re- body comquiryng of him for what cause he had so misused hlselfe. The prince with a good audacitie therefore" answered, sir to mine and all mennes iudgemetes you semed deade in this world, wherfore jh
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    THE VICTORIOUS ACTES OF KYNG HENRY THE FIFTH. Tke.-i.y«e. T TEnry Prince of Wales, sonne and heire to kyng Hery the. iiii. borne at Monmouth A JL on the lliuer of Wye, after the obsequies of his noble paret soleply celebrate and supteously finished, toke vpon him the high power £ regiment of this realme of Englande the xx. daie of Alarche in the yere after that Christ our sauior had entered into the immaculate wobe of the holy Yrirgin his naturall mother a thousande foure hundred and. xii. and «-v wascrouned the. ix. dale of Aprill then nextensuyng, and proclaimed kyng by the name of V£f kyng Henry the. filth. Before whiche royall possession so by hym obteined, diuerse noble men and honorable personages did to hym homage, liege and swaredewe obeisance (whiche -^> thyng had not been before expjjrimeted) as to hym in whom they conceiued a good expectacion bothe of his verteous beginnynges and also of his fortunat successe in allthynges whiche shoukl be attempted or begonne duryng the tyrne of his prosperous reigne and fortunate Empire. THIS kyng, this man was he, whiche (accordyng to the olde Prouerbe) declared and shewed that honors ought to change mariers, for incontinent after that he was stalled in the siege royall, and had receiued the croune and scepter of the famous and fortunate region, determined with hymself to put on the shape of a new man, and to vse another sorte of liuyng, turnyng insolencie and wildnes into grauitie and sobernes, and waueryng vice into constant vertue. And to thentent that he would so continue without goyng backe, & not thereunto bee allured by his familier copaignions, with whom lie had passed his young age and wanton pastime & riotous misorder (insomuche that for imprisonmente of one of his wanton mates and vnthriftie plaifaiers he strake the chiefe Justice with his fiste on the face. For whiche offence he was not onely committed tostreight prison, but also of his father put out of the preuy counsaill and banished the courle, a,nd his brother Thomas duke of Clarence elected president of the kynges counsaill to his great displeasure and open reproche) he therfore banished and seperated fro hym all his old flatterers and familier compaignions, (not vnrewarded nor yet vnpreferred) inhibityng them vpon a greate pain not once to approcbe ether to his speche or presence, nor yet to lodge or soiourne within ten miles of his courte or mansion. And in their places he elected and chose men of grauitee, men of witte, and men of high policy, by whose wise counsaill and prudente instruction he mighte at all tymes rule to his honor and gouerne to his profite. This prince was almost the Arabicall Phenix, and emogest his predecessors a very Paragon : For that he emongest all gouernors, chiefly did remembre that a kyng ought to bee a ruler with wit, grauitie, circurnspeccion, diligence and constancie, and for that cause to haue a rule to hym comitted, not for an honor, but for an pnorarious charge and daily burden, and not to looke so muche on other mennes liuynges, as to consider and remembre his owne doynges and prOpre actes. For whiche cause, he not to muche trustyng to the readinesse of his owne witte, nor to the iudgementes of his owne waueryng will, called to his counsaill suche pmdent and politique personages, -the whiche should not onely help to ease his charge & pain in s-upportyng the burden of his realme and Empire, but also incense and instruct hym with suche good rea•sons and fruitefull perswasions, that he might shewe hymself a synguler mirror and manifest -example of moral vertues and good qualities to his cornen people and louiog subiectes. For it is daily seen, that a vicious prince doth muche more hurtc with his pernicious exaple to other
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 47 other, then to hymself by liis owne peculier offence. For it is not so muchc cuill as Cicero saicth (although it bee cuill in it self) a prince to do cnill, as ho by his cuill doyngeb to corrupt olhcr, because it is daily seen, that as princes chage, the people altercth, and as kyngcs go, the subiectes folovvc. 1'or certainly he that is preferred to high autlioritee, is therefore nuiche exalted and had in honor, that he should rule, ouerse and correct the mantrs and codicions of the people, and vigilantly to forsee and daily study how to acquire to.iiymself lauclc and glory, and to other profile and comodite, and not to delight in \vordly pleasures whichc are commen emongest the lowest sorte of the vile and rusticall people. And he that: Mill do not-hyng nor can do nothyng is more worthy to be called a sernant then a ruler, £ a subiect rather then a go«crnor. For what can bee more shame or reprociie to a prince, then he whiche ought to goueme and rule other shall by cowardncs, slouth and ignorance as a pupille not of. viii. or. x. yercs of age, but beyng of. xx. or. xxx. yores and more, shalbe compelled to obey and folowe tlie willes of other, and be ruled and beare no rule, 'like a ward and not like" a garde, like a seruant and not like a Master. Suche a gouernour was kyngllicharde the secondc, whiche of hymself bcejng not of the most euill disposition,, was not of so symple a minde, nor of suchc debilite of witte, nor yet of so litle herte and j corage, but he might haue demaunded and learned good and profitable counsaill, and after/ aduise taken, kept, retayned and folowed the same: But howsoeuer it was, vnprofitable.; counsailers wer his confusion and finall perdicion. Suche another ruler was kyng Edwarde the seconde, wliiche two before named kynges fell from the high glory of fortunes whelc.1 to exstreme misery and miserable calainittee. 13y whose infortunate chance (as I thynke) this kyng Henry beyng admonished, expulsed from hyin his old plaie felowes, his prcuie Sico]>hantes and viigracious gard as authors and procurers of al mischifes and .riot, and assigned into their, places men of grauitee, persons of actiuitee, and counsaillers of greate witte and pollicie. AFTER (hat he had laicd this prudent and polletique foundation, . he erjtendyng in his mynd to do many noble and notable actes, and remembrynglhat all goudnee Cometh of God, and that all worldly thynges and humain Actes bee more weaker and poorer then the celestial! powers £ heuenly rewardcs, determined to begin with some thyng pleasaunt and acceptable to God; Wherefore he first commaunded the Clergie syncerely and truly to prcache the worde of God and to line after thesame,- so that they to the ternporaltec might be the Lanternes of light and mirrors of vertue. The laie men he willed to serue God and obey their prince, prohibityng to them aboue al thynges brechc of matrimony vse of sweryng & wilful penury, exhortyng bothc to loue together as man with wife or brother with brother. Beside this he elected the best learned men ia the lawcs of the realme to the offices of iuslice, and men of good liuyng he preferred to high degrees and authoritec. THE madnes of the Welshemen and Scottes (whose often incursions and robberies he • \vel had in his fathers daies experimented and assaied) he studied to asuage and represse, to the intent that he beeyng quiet in his o-wne regions, might ether make outward warre without doubte or dangier, or els for the commen wealth of his realme. to study haw. to encreace the glory of his seigniory, & so both kepe £ conseruc it. WHEN all thynges were thus settled and framed to. his purpose, .he caused , the body of kyng Richard the second to be remoucd witliall funerall pompes conueniente for his estate, , from Langely to Westminster, where he was honorably enterred with Quene Anne his firste wife in a solempne toumbe erected and -set vp at the costes and charges of this noble prince kyng Henry. ALTHOUGH this prudente prince and this pollitique gouernor had set and established all thynges beyng in difference and variaunce within his owne peculier realmes, countrees and territories and confines of thesame: yet he nothyng lesse forgetting nor no one thyng more myndyng or desiring, then theceassyng of the long scisme and deuision sproi>g.£ continued in the catholike churche of Christian religion by the moste ambicious desire and auaricious appetite of certaine persones callyng tlicmselfes spiritual! fathers, but in dee.de carnall
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    48 TIJE. L YERE OF X carnall couclcotirs and grcdy glottos aspiryng for honor and not for vertue to the proad see of Rome, desiryng more to pille then to profile Christes flocke or Christian religion, hauyug knowledge tlial a general! counsaill was somoned to bee celebrate and kept at the fa ire citee of Constance vpon tiie riuer of Ryne, thought that it was not his honor nor yet his duetie, beyng thereof warned bv the Emperor Sigismond to bee as a hearer and no partaker in so high a ca.use, and in especiall in so high an assemble. Wherefore he sent the-ther Richard erle of Warwike and three bishoppes with other famous prelates and doctors, besides knightes & esquires to the numbre of eight hundred horsses. They wer men so well appareled and their horsses so richely trapped, and all the compaignie so well furnished, that the Almaines wondred, the Italians gased, and all other nacions were astonnied to se suche an honorable compaignie come from a countree so farre distant. At this Sinody were assembled (as one authore writeth) CCC.xlvj. bishoppes, Abbottes and doctors v. C.lxiiij. noble men, knightes and esquires, xvj. M. beside seruantes whiche (not accomptyng the townes men) wer numbred. ixv. M. persones. These Ambassadours were highly receiued of the Emperor Sygismond and of the Romishe bishop called Ihon the. xxiij. whiche in thesame counsuill for greate and abhominable crimes and detestable offenses by hyni perpetrated andcomrtted (of the whiche he could not pourge hymself nor make any defence) was by thesame Sinody accordyng to the demerites put doune and of his estate depriued. Gregory the. xij. was one of the Scismatical numbre, fearyng shame more then regardyng his wordly afleccion did putte doune hymself of his ovvne propre mocion from his foolishe vsurped name and Fopishe dignitee. But Benedict the. xiii. still and stifly affirmyng hymself to be the very Viker of God, so muche desired honor, and so muche was wrapped in his owne folishe and fantastical opinion, that no frend could persuade hym, nor argumet entice hyrn, nor no reason refrain hym from thesame, and so accordyng to his desert by open Judgement, against his wil, lost bothe name and honestie. And thre yeres after Otho Columbe a noble Romainc borne was elected to the bishopricke of Rome and named Martyne the fifth. i IN this cousaill Ihon WiclifFe borne in England, and Ihon Husse and Iherom of Prage Wer condemned to death. Duryng this firste yere, sir Ihon Old Castle, whiche by his wife was called lorde Cobhatn, a valiant capitain and an hardy gentleman, was accused to the Archbishop of Cauntorbury of certain poynctes of heresy. Whiche bishoppe knowyng hym to be highly in the kynges fauor, declared to his highnes the whole accusacio. The kvng first hauing compassion of the noble man, required the prelates that if he were a straied shepe, rather by gentlenes then by rigoure to reduce hym to his old flocke. After that he sendyng for hym, godly exhorted and louyngly admonished hym to reconcile hymself to God and his lawes. The lorde Cobham not onely thanked the kyng of his moste fauourable clemencye, but also declared firste to hym by mouthe and afterwardc by writyng the foundacion of his faith, the ground of his belefe and the botome of his stomacke, affirmyng his grace to be his supreme hed and competent iudge & none other persone, oiFeryng an hundred knightes and esquires to come to his purgatio, or els to fight in open listcs with his accusers. The kyng not onely knowing the lawes of the reame, but also persuaded by his counsaill, that hereticall accusacions ought to be tried by the spiritual prelates, sente hym to the tower of London there to abide the determination of the clergie according to the statutes in and for that cace prouided. After whiche tyine the. xxiij. daie of Septembre, a solempne session was appoincted in the Cathedrall churche of sainct Paule, and another the. xxv. da of the said moneth in the hal of the Friers prechers in London, in whiche places thesaid lorde was examined, apposed and fully heard, & in conclusion by the archbishop denounced an hereticke and so remitted again to the toure of London : Fro whiche place, ether by help of frendes or corrupcion of kepers, he priuely escaped and cam into Wales, where he remained by the space of thre yeres and more. AFTER this tyme in a certain vnlawfull assemble was taken sir Robert Acton knight, a man of greate wit 9c possessions, Ihon Broune Esquire, Ihon Beuerly clerke and a greate numbre
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. mimbre of other whiche were brought to the kynges presence, and to hym declared the cause of their commocion and risyng : and accusynga greate nubre of tlieir sort and societie (_ \vhiche-cofessio because I haue not seen, I leaue at large.) After this folishe acte, so many pcrsoncs \vere apprehended that all the prisons in and about London wer replenished with' people. The chief of them whiche wer. xxix. wer condempned by the clergie of heresy, and attainted of high treason as mouers of warre against their kyng by the temporal lave in the Gnyld hall the. xii. daie of December, and adjudged for treason to be dra\vcn and hanged, and for heresy to be consumed with lire gallowes and all: Which iudgemente was executed in laniuerfolowyng on thesaied Robert Acton and the. xxviij. other. SOME sale that the occasion of their death was the conueighance of the Lorde Cobham out of prisone. Other write that it was bothe fbr treason and heresy as the record declareth. Certain^ affinne that it was for feined causes surmised by the spiritualtie more of displeasourthen truth: the Judgement whereof I leaue to men indifferent. For surely all coniectures be not true, nor all writynges are not the Gospell, & therefore because I was nether a witnes of the iacte, nor present at the deede I ouerpasse that matter and begin another, IT THE SECONDE YERE. KYng Henry cotinuatly studiyng for the honor of hymself and aduancement of his The- * people, called his high courte of parliament the last daie of April in the touire of Leicester y< In the whiche parliamente many profitable lawes were concluded: and many peticions moued wer for that tyrne deferred Emongest whiche requestes* one was, ttmt a bill exhibited m the parliamente holden at Westminster in the. xj. yere of kyng Henry the fourth (whiche by reason that the kyng was then vexed and troubled with ciuill deuision & domesticall dissencion, came to none effect) might now bee well studied, pondered; regarded and brought to some good conclusion. The effect of whiche supplicacion-was, that the tempolalllandesdeuoutely gcaen, and disordinatly spent by religious and other spiritual I persones^ might suffise to maintain- to the honor of the kyng and defence of the realme, xv. erles, xv.C. knightes,. vj.M. ii.C. esquires, and. C. almose houses for relief onely of the poore impotente and nedy persones, and the kyng to haue elerely to his cofers twentie thousande poundes, with, many other prouisions and valewes of religioushouses whiche I oueipa.sse. THIS before remembred bill was muche noted and feared emogest the religious sort whom in effect it muche touched) uisomnche that the fat Abbotes SAvet, the proude Priors frouned, the poore Friers curssed thesely Nonnes wept, and al together wer nothyng- pleased nor yet cotent. Now to nndea remedy for a mischief and a tent to stop a -wounde, the Clergy myndyng rather to-bowe then breake, agreed to offre to the kyng a greate some of nio-ney to staye this newe moued demaund. The cause of this offre seined to some of the wiseprelates nether decente nor c.onuenient, for they wellforsawe and f)erfightly kne«e that if the commos perceiued that thei by reward or offre of money would resist their request & petiekm, that thei stirred & moued with a fury woold not onely rayle and despise theim as corruptours of Princes and enemies of the publique wealthe, but would so crye and caH onthe kyng and histemporall lordes that they were liketo lese bothe worke and oyle, cost and;linyng: Wherefore they determined to cast all chaunces whiche mighte serue their purpose, & in especiall to replenishe the kynges brayne with some pleasante study that he should ne-ther phantasy nor regard the serious peticion of the importunate commons. WHERFORE on a daie when the kyng was present in the parliament, Henry Cbicheley Archebishop of Cautorbury thereto newly preferred, whiche beforetime had been a-Monke of the Carthusians, a ma whiche had professed vvilfull pouertie in religion, and yet commyng abrode muche desired honor, & a man muche regardyng Godes law, but;morc louyng liis his owne lucre. After lowe obeysaunce made to the kyng he said after this maaer in effect. H �
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    $0 THE. II. YERE OF Why I consider pur most entirely beloued and no lesse drad soueraigne lorde and naturall Prince, the louyng mynd, the daily labor and continuall study whiclie you incessantly im- pjore bothc for thaduancetnct of the honor of your realme and also profile of your people: 1 cannot nor ought not, except I would bee noted not onely ingrate to your royall person bcyng my patrone & preferrer, but also a neglecter of my dutye, a secrete mummer of suche thynges whiche louche both the inheritance of your croune & the honor of your realme ether holdc my peace or kcpe silence. For all authors agree that the glory of kynges consistelh not onely in high bloud and haute progeny, not in habounclant riches and superfluous substaunce, nor in plesant pastyme and ioyous solace: But the very tipe of the magnificence of a prince rcsteth in populous riche regions, wealthy subiectes and beautiful! citees and tounes, of the whiche thanked be God, although you be coueniently furnished both within your realmcs of England & Ireland and principalite of Wales, yet by lineal discet, by progeny of blud and by very inheritance, not onely the duchy of Normandy and Aquitaine with the counties of Aniowe and Mayne and the countrei of Gascoynare to you as true and vndubitate heir of the same laufully deuoluted and lineally disc-ended from the high and most noble prince of famous memory kyng Edward the third your great grandfather, but also the whole realme of Fraunce with all his prerogatiucs and preheminences, to you as heire to your great grandfather is of right belongyng and apperteiguyng. In whiche realme, to reherse what noble persons, what beautifull cities, what fertile, regions, what substancial marchates, and what plentifull riuers are conteigned and included, I assure you that time should rather faile then matter shoulde wax skant. The fraudulent Frenchmen to defraude and take away vour ryght and title to the realme of Fraunce, in the lime of your noble progenitor king Edward the third, alledged a lawe, vntruly faincd, falcely glosed and Sophistically expounded, wherof the very wordes are these, In terrain salicam mulieres nesuccedant, which is to say, e let not women succcde in the land*Salicque. This land Salicque the deceitful glosers name to be the realme of Fraunce. This lawe the Logical! interpretours assigne to directe the croune and regalitie of the same region, as who wold say that to that preheminence no woman were liable, to aspire, nor no heire Female was worthy to inherile. The French writers affirm that Pharamond kyng of the Frenche Gaules, first instituted this lawe which neuer was, should or might be broken. Seenowe howe an euell gloseconfoundeth the text, and a perciall interprctour marreth the sentence, for first it is apparantly knowen and by an hudred writers confirmed that Pharamond whom they alledge to be aucthour of ihis lawe was duke of Franconia in Germany, and elecled lo be kyng of the Sicambres, whiche callyng them selfes Frenchmen had gotten parte of the Gaule Celtike betwene the riuers of Marne and Seyn. This Pharamond disceased in the yere of our Lord. iiii. C. & xxvi. long after whose death, Charles the great beyng Emperoure and many yeres inakyng war re on the Saxons dyd in bluddy battaile disperse and confounde the whole puissance of that nacion in the yere of our Lord viii. C and flue, and broughte theim to the catholique faith and Christian conformitie. Alter which victory certaine souldiers as the Frenche Cronographiers affirm, passed ouer the water of Sala and there inhabited, betwene the riuers ot Elue and Sala, and wer commonlv called Sali Frenchemen or Sali Gaules, whiche countrey nowe is the lande of Mismie. This people had suche displeasure at the vnhonest fashions of the Germain women, that they made a law that the Females shuld not succede to any inheritance within that land. NOWE with indifferent eares if you wyll note these two pointes you shall easily perceiue that the lawe Salicque was only fained and inuented to put your noble progenitours and you iroivi your lawfull ryght and true inheritaunce. For they saie that Pharamond made the lawe for the land Salicque, whiche the glose called) Fraunce. Then I demaunde of master Closer or rather master Doctor commenter, yf I may call a commenter an open Her, whether Pharamond* whiche died iiii. C. xxi yeres before the Frenchemen possessed the Gaule Salicque and neuer sawe or knewe it, made a lawe of thatthyng whiche at that tyme was not his nor inhabited by his people. Beside this, the realme of Fraunce whiche is your patrimony is compact of. Hi. Gaules Belgiquc, Celtique and Aquitain, and no part of Salicque: then
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. g\ then may the gloser expounde aswell thatGaule Belgiqtie is the countrey of Brytain, as to glose that the lande Salicque is the whole realme and dominion of the croune of Fraunce. Wonder it is to see how the Frenchmen luggle with this phantastical lawe, folowyng the crafty hasarders whiche vse a plaie called seest thou me or seest thou me not. For whe kyng Pepyu whiche was Duke of Brabante by his mother Begga, and master of the palayce of Fraunce coueted the croune and scepter of the realme, the Frenche nacion not remebryng this infringible law, deposed Childeryck the. iii. the very heyre male and vndoubted childe of the line of Pharamond and Clouis kynges of Fraunce by the cousail of Zachary then Bishop of Home, and set vp in trone this Pepyn as nexte heire gcnerall discended of lady Blithyld doughter to kyug Clothayre the first. Hugh Capet also whiche vsurped the croune without right or reason on Charles duke of Lorayne the sole heire male of the line and stocke of Charles the greate, after that he had shamefully murthered and in pitifull prison by the procurement of the Bishop of Orleauuce destroied the said Charles, to make his title seme true and aperegood, wherein dede it was bothe euell and vntrue, to blynd the opinions of the common people and to set a glasse before their eics, cdueighed him selfe as heire to the lady Lvngard doughter to the kyng Charlemaine sonnc to Lewes the Emperor which was sonne to Charles the great kyng of Fraunce. Kyng Lewes also the ninth whome the Frenchemen call Sainct Lewes beyng very heire to the saied vsurper Hugh Capet, coulde neuer be satisfied in his conscience how he might iustely kepe and possesse the croune & regalitie of the realme of Frauce tyll he was perswaded and fully instructed that Quene Isabell his graundmother was lineally discended of Lady Ermengard daughter and heire to the aboue named Charles duke of Lorayn, by the forcsaid Hugh Capet of life and realme wrongfully depriued: by the which manage the bludde and line of kyng Charles the great was againe vnited and restored to the Croune and Scepter" of Fraunce, so that it more clearer than the sonne, openly appeareth the title of Kyng Pepyn, the claime of Hugh Capet, the possession of kyng Lewes, ye and of all the French kynges to this day, are deriued, claymed and conueighed from the heire Female and yet they would barre you as though your great graundmother had bene no wotna.n nor heire female, but a painted Image or fained shadowe. If so many examples, if suche copie of presydentes collected out of your owne histories and gathered oute of your owne writers suffice not to confounde your simple Salicque lawe inuented by false fablers and crafty imaginers of you fablyng Freeh menne, then here what God saieth in the book of Numeri. When a man dieth without a sonne let the inheritance diseend to the daughter: If your princes call them selfes most Christian kynges let theim folowe the lawe of God before the lawe of the Painym Pharamond. Are not all lawes discrepant from Goddes lawes euel, and to al Christen eares odious and noisome: are Frenche women dyscended of the blud roial no Christians, and not wortlrye to inhcrite in the realme of Fraunce? Is the realme of Fraunce more noble then the kyngclome of ludaof whom Christ discended by a womas? When God sayed to Abraham that in one of his sede al nacions shnld be blessed, how came Christ of the seede of Abraham but onely by that immaculate Virgin his glorious mother? Likewise, when the Prophet Michee said, thou tribe of luda art not the leaste of estimacion emongest the Princes of luda, for oute of the shall come a capitayne whiche shall rule and direct my people of Israel. Howe discended Christ from the rote of lesse, and howe was he duke and capitain of the Israelites, and how discended he of the line of Dauid: But onely by his mother a pure virgin and a marled wife. Beholde, by Goddes lawe, women shall inherite Behold in Fraunce, Frenchemen haue inherited by the onely line of the women, and yet Englishmen be prohibited to claime by the heyre Female contrary to the lawe of God and man. Wherfore regarde well mysoueraigne Lord your iust and true title to the realme of France, by Goddes lawe and mannes lawe to you lawfully diuoluted as very heire to Quene Isabell your great graundmother daughter to kyng Philip the faire and suster and heir to. iii. kynges disceasyng without any issue.- Whiche inheritance of the woman is declared to be iuste by the Mosaicall lawe and vsed and approued by the Galilean discent as J haue before declared. Therefore for Goddes sake leese not youre patrimony, II 2 disherite
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    5<2 THE. II. YI-UIE OF -disherite net your lie'ires, dishonour not your sclfe, diminishc not 'your title, which your .noble progenitors so highly haue cstemed. Wherfore auaunce forth your banner, fight for your ryghte, conqticre your inheritaunce, spare not swerde blud or fire, your warrc is iuste, your cause is good, and your claim true: and therfore courageously set forward your warre against your enemies. And to the entent that we your louyng chapleins and obedient subiectes of the spirituakie would shewe ou>rsclfes willyng and desiryng to aide you for the recouery of your auncient right and true title to the croune of France, we haue in our spirituall eonuocacion gra-unted to yourhighnes suche a some of money as neuer by no spiritual persons was to any prince before your daies geuen or aduanced, beside our daily praiers and continual precacions to God and his saintes for prosperus succcsse to ensue in your merciall exploite and roiail passage. When tire Archebishop had finished his prepared purpose, Jlanlfe Fa'lc of Westmerland, a man of no lesse grauitie then experience, and of no more experience than stomack, whichc was then high AV'arden of the marches toward Scotland, and therfore thinkyng that y! the king shuld passe ouer into Fraunce with his whole puissaunce, that his power should be to wcake to withstand the strength of Scotland if they shuld inuade duryng the kyngcs absence. AVherfore he rose vp, & makyng his obcysance to the kyng sayd. The Oracis SUltELV sir, as my Lord Canterbury hath clerkely declared, the conquest of Fran nee crip of * -is very honorable, and when it is gotten and obteigned very profitable and pleasant : I3nt vmtmer. sauyng your graces reformacion, 1 say awl aifirme that to conquere Scotland is more necessary, more aparante easie, and more profitable to this realme then is the gaine of Fraunce, For althoughe I am not so well learned as my lord Archbishop is, nor haue not preceded to degre in the Vniuersitie, yet I haue red, and heard great clarckcs say, that strengthe knitte and combined together is of more force and efficacie then when it is seuered and dispersed. As for an example, sprinkle a vessel of water and it mouteth not, but cast it out wholy together and it bothe washeth and norisheth. This notable saiyng before this time hath encoraged Emperors, animated kynges and allured princes to conquere realmes to them adjovnyng, to vanquishe nacions to their dominions adiacent, and to subdewe people either neccs • sary for their purpose, or beyng to them daily enemies or continual! aduersaries. For profe \vherof, bcholde what was the chefe cause and occasion why rulers and goucrnors so sore laboured, tliirsted and couetcd to bryng al regions to them adioinyng into one rule or Monarchy? Was it not done to tins entent that the conquerors might haue the only power & entier gubernacion of all the laudes and people within their climate, and gouerne the in time of peace and also haue their aide in time of war? AVhiche monarchic was of that maicstie and estimacion in the world, that no other forein prince or exterior potentate ether had audacitie or was able to altempte any thyng within the territory or region of the monarchial pri'ice and adourned kyng- Let the kyngdorne of the assiriens be your example, and it that suflise not, then loke on the Pcrcians, after on the Grekes and lastly on the Romanies, uhiche euer desired and coueted more to haue the littel Isle of Scicile, the territory of the Nnmidians and the mean Citie of the Samnites beyng daiely within their kennyng and smell, rather then to obtein populous Gaule, plenteous Pannony, or manly Macedony liyng farre from sight and out of their circle or compasse. This desire scmeth to rise of a great prudent and vigilante policy, for as a prince is of more puissaunce when his countreis ioyne, so is he of more strength when his power is at hande. And as men lackyng comforte be more releued by frendeswhiche be presente, then by kinsfolke duellyng in forein cou treys and regions farre of. So princes haue commonly coueted and euer desired to se and beholde their dominions liyng nere about them, rather then to here by reporte from the countreis farre distant from them. If this hath bene the pollccy of conquerours, thappetite of purchasers and the study of gouerners, why doth your grace desire Fraunce before Scotland*:, or couet a countrey farre from your sight, before a realme vnder your nose? Do you not remember how the hole Isle of Hritain was one entier Monarchi in the time of your noble auncetor Kyng Brute first kyng and ruler of your famous Empire and glorious region: whiche deuidyng his rehue to his thre sonnes gaue to Lothryne his eldest sonne that part of Britain that your
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V, 53 your highnes now enioyeth, and to Aibanact his second sonne lie gaue the countrey of Albany nowe called Scotland, and to Camber his third sonr.c he gaue the countrey of Cambria nowe called Wales: reseruyng alwaies to him & his heires homage, lege and Veaultie loiull for the same countreis and dominions. By tliis deuisio, the glory of the monarchic of Bntaytie was clerely defaced, by this separacion the strength of the Britishc kynges was sore diminished, by this dispersion intestine war began, and Ciuil rebellion sprange first within this region. For while all was vnder one, no nacion durste either once iauade or alternate warre against the Britons: but when the land was once deuided and the monarchic vndone, outward enemitie or foreyn hostylilie not halie so muche infested, greued or troubled the valiaunt Brittons as their owne neighboures discended of one parent, and come of one progeny. For the Albanactes otherwise called the false fraudulet Scottes, and the Cambers otherwise called the vnstable Welshemen, did not alonly withdrawe their fealtie, denie their homage, and refuse their allegiance due to the kynges of this realme, bnt also made continuall warre and destroied their tounes and slewe the people of their neyghboures and Britons. For whiche cause diuerse of your noble progcnitoures haue not onely made warre and subdewed the Scottes for the deniyng of their homage and surryng of rebellion, but also haue deposed their kynges £ princes, and erected and set vp other in their estates and digaiities. Sealer kyng of Scottes, for his rebellion was by Dunwallo iUolnncius your noble predecessor slayn and extincted. Kyng Arthure also the Glory of the Brittons erected Angosile to the scepter of Scotland and receaued of hym homage and fealtie. Yf I shuld rehearse how many kynges of Scotland haue done homage to your auncient predecessors, or reherse howe many Scottishe kynges they haue corrected and punished for their disobedience and deniyng of homage, or declare what kynges they as superior lordes and high Emperoures ouer the vnderkinges of Scotland, haue elected & made rulers, to thetent that all people might manifestly perceiue that it was more glorious, more honourable and more famous to a Kyng to make a Kyng then to be a kyng by natural discent, 1 assure you, your eares would be more wery of hcryng, then my tounge woulde be fatigate with open truth tellyng. Your noble progenitour kyng Edward the iirste couelyng to be superior and to surmount in honour, or at the least to be equiuolent in fame with his noble ancestours and famous progenitors, daily studied and hourely compassed howe to bryng the whole Isle of Briteygne whiche by Brute was deuided into thre partes into one monarchy and one dominion. After longe studie and greate consultacion had, he subdewed Wales, and tamed the wylde people and broughte that vnruly parte to his olde home and aunciente degree, whiche thyng done he likewise inuaded Scotlande and conquered the countreye to the towne of Perciie called Saincte Ilions towne standyng on the rincr of Tay, whiche he walled, diched and forteiied, rulyng that part with Englishe lawes, Englishe cnstomes and by Englishe ludges, and was almoste at a poynte thereof to haue made a pertighte conqueste and a complete Monarchic. But Oh Lorde, hasty deathe whiche maketh an ende of all mortall creatures, sodeynly berefte hym of his life and toke awaie his spirite, and so all thynges whiche he had deuised, whiche he had yrnagined and seriously pretended, the small momente of an houre turned vpside doune and sodainly subuerted. Sith whose deathe your greate Graundfather, ye and your noble father haue attempted to bryng that runnegate region into his auncient course and former line, as a thyng both necessary, comieniente and mete' to bee ioyned and vnited to this realme, and so not only to reuiue the old empire "and famous Monarchye, but also to vnitc and cobine that vertue and stregtu which from the tymc of Brute was dispersed and seuered, in one body, in one hed and one corporation. Wherfore, if to your high wisedome it seemeth not necessary ta kyng this terme necessary for nedefull to eonquere the realrne of Scotlande asathyngthatnedes muste be doen,yctwiH I not flic from my firstsaiyng, but proue it necessary (as the logical! paraphrasian and Philosophical interpreters) do by a distinccion expounde this terme necessary to signitie a thyng conuenient: That the conquest in Scotlande before the inuadyng of Fraunce is moste expedient, for experience teacheth and reason agreeth that euery personc entt-dyng a purposed enterprise, or a determinate voyage 1 should
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    5* THE. II. YERE OF should not onely prouicle and make preparation for all thynges requisite and nedefuli for his •Lynxisa purpose or exployte, but also ought vigilantly to forsee with * Lincis iyes, and preuC-t and toa'loife stucty w'ln the serpentyne pollicie how to aduoyde and retell all thynges whiche might ether who.e bee an impediment to his progression and settyng forward or occasion of his returne and «r l°sse °f n's enterprise, least he leuyng behynd hym an euill neighbour, a continuall aduerthynges. sary & a secrete enemie, maie assone lese his o\vne propre realme, as conquere and gayne the dominion of another: wherfore the trite and common adage saith, leaue not the certain for the vncertain. Wherefore it is necessary that I enucleate and open to you certain articles conteined in the old league and atnitie betwene the realmes of Fraunce and Scotlande, wherof the wordes be these. 1. THE warre or iniurie moued or done by the Englishemen to one of the saied nacions, to be as a commen wrong to bothe. 2. IF the Englishemen make warre on the Frenche nacion, then the Scottes at the costes and charges of the Frenche kyng, shall minister to theim succours. 3. LIKEWYSE if the Scottes be molested by the English warres, the Frenche nacion hauyng their costes allowed, shall bee to theim ayders and assisters. 4. AND that-noneof bothe the nacions shall ether cotitracte or make peace with the realms of England without the consente and agrement of the other. AN13 to thenterrt that this league and amitee should be kept vnuiolate Robert le Bruse the vsurper of Scotland willed by his testament twoo thynges in especiall to be obserued, the one neuer to breake the treatie concluded with Fraunce: the second neuer to kepe peace or promes with Englishmen lenger than the kepyng therof were to theim ether profitable or necessary. Yet Ihon Mayer and other Scottish writers coloure this cause, saiyng that he would have no peace concluded with Engiande aboue thre yeres. But whatsoeuer writers write or talkers saie, they bee to hym moste faithfull executors and haue neuer yet broken his testament but daily kepe his precept and commaundement. And for the performaunce of this will and kepyng of this league, none of yourauncetours euer inuaded Fraunce, but incontinent the Scotles troubled and vexed England. None of your progenitors euer passed the sea in iust quarell against the Frenche nacion, but the Scottishe people in their absence entered your realme spovled your houses slewe your people and toke great praies innumerable, only to prouokc your auncestors for to returne fro the inuadyng of France. If I should declare to you their comen breaking of leagues, their craftie and subtill dissimulacio, their false faire promises often swprneand neuer kept, I doubt not but you would ten tymes more abhorrc their doyng, then I would bee ashamed of the tellyng. Therfore I saie still, and atiinne it necessary and conuenient to forse, that you leaue no enemies behind at your backe when you go to conquere aduersaries before your face. Beside this, if you consider the daily charges, the inconstant chances that maie happen, I thinke, yea and litle doubt but Scotlande shalbee tamed before Fraunce shalbe framed. For if you will inuade Fraunce, accompt what number of shippes must transport your armie, recon what charge of ancors, what a multitude of Cables, and what innumerable thynges apperteigne to a nauie. When you be there, if your men decay by sickenes or by sworde, if vitaill faile, or if money wax3 skante, if the wynde turne contrary or an hideous tempeste arise, you shall bee destitute of aide, prouisio and treasure, which in a strange region are the collision & defacyng of an armie. On the other side if you inuade Scotlande, your men bee at hande, your vitaill is nere, your aide is euer at your backe, so that in that voyage you shall haue haboundance in all thynges, and of nothyng you shall haue wante. See what an occasion fortune hath offered vnto you, is not their kyng your captiue and prisoner? Is not the realme in greate deuision for the crueltie of the duke of Albany, rather desiring to haue a forain gouernor, then a natural! tyraunt. Wherfore my counsaill is, firste to inuade Scotlande, and by Gods grace to conquere and ioyne that region to youre Empire, and to restore the renoumed • Monarchy of Britayne to her olde estate and preheminence, and so beautified with realmes and furnished with people, to entree into Fraunce for tlierecoueryng of your righteous title and i true
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 5$ true inheritaunce, in obscruyng the old auncient prouerbe vsed by our forefathers, whiche saieth, he that will Fraunce wynne, muste with Scotlailde firste bcginne. NO qh the Duke of Excester vncle to the kyng, (whiche was well learned, and sent into Italy by his father entendyng to haue been a prieste) he that will Scotlande win, let hym with Fraunce first begin. For if you call to remembraunce the coinon saiyng of the wise and expert Phisicions, whiche bothe write and teache, that if you will heale a malady you must firste remoue the cause : If you will cure a sore, you muste first take awaie the humor that fedeth the place. If you will destroy a plante, plucke awaie his sap whiche is his norisshyng and life. Then if Fraunce be the norissher of Scotlande, if the Frenche pencios be the susteinersof the Scottishe nobilitee, if theeducacion ofScottes in Fraunce be the cause of practise and pollicie in Scotlande, then plucke away Fraunce and the courage of the nobles of Scotland shal be sone daunted and appalled: Take awaie Fraunce and the hertes of the cornen people wil sone decaie and waxe faint: Plucke away France and neuer looke. that Scotlande will resist or withstande your power. For when the bed is gone, the body sone falleth, and when the sap fayleth the tree sone withereth. Let men reade the Chronicles and peruse our Englishe Chronographiers, & you shall sone finde that the Scottes haue seldo of their owne mocion inuaded or vexed Englande, but onely for the obseruyng of the league in the whiche they bee bounde to Fraunce: For the Scottes.are the shaft and dart of the Frenchemen to shote and cast at their pleasure against the Englishe nacion. And where they haue inuaded, as I cannot deny bat they haue dooen, what glory or what profile sueceded of their entreprice, I report me to their peculier histories. Kyng Malcolyn inuaded' Englande, when kyng Willia the second was makyng warre in Normandy. Dauid le Bruses also entered Englande, your greate graundfather kyng Edward the third liyng at the-siege of Caleis. Was not Malcolin slain beside Tinmouth and Kyng Dauid taken beside Dun-ham.' Let the gouernors of Scotlande, (for the kyng is sure ynough) entre into Englande 6n that price and se what he shall gayne therby. What notable acte wcr Scottes cuer able to do out of their owne countree and propre climate ? Or when were they able to coueigh an armie ouer the sea at their owne costes and expences? Rede their owne histories and you shall finde fewe or none. Their nature and condicion is to tary at home in idlenes, ready to defende their countree like brute beasles, thinkyng their rusticall fassion to he high honestie, and their beggerly linyng to bee a welfare. Beside this, what auncient writer, or autentike historiographier ether write of them honor or jonce nameth thcim, except sainct Iherom, whiche saieth that when he was yong, he sawe in Frftttnce certain Scottes of the isle of Bvi-. tain eate the fleshe of men, and when they came into the woodes ftndyng there greate heardcs of beastes and flockes of shepe< lefte the beastes and cut off the Inittockcs of the heard men < and the pappes and brestes of the shepherdes women, extemyng this meate to be the greatest deinties: And Sabeliicus saieth that Scottes muche delighte and reioyse in liyng. You may now apparauntly percciue what puissaunce Scotland is of it self, litle able to defendeand lesse able to inuade like a noune adiectiue that cannot stand without a substantiue. If France be taken from them, of whom shall they seke aide ? Denmarke will them refuse because the kyng is your brother in lawe : Portyngall £ Castel will not them regard c,; bothe the kynges '• beeyng your cosyns germain and auntes sonnes: Italy is to farre: Germany and Hungarybe with you in league. So that of necessitee they in conclusion destitute of all ayde, depriued. of all succoure, bereued of all frendship (if Fraunce be coquered) must without warre or dent of sworde come vnder your subiection and due obeysance. And yet I would not in this your conquest, France should bee so muche mynded, that Scotlande should be forgotten, >' nor that your entier -.power should be sent into Fraunce and no defence left against the imiasions of Scotlande. = For of that might ensue this mischief, that if your whole power wcr vanquisshed in France, the Scottes beyng elated by the victory of their frendes might do more, (lispleasure.to your realme in one ycre then you should recouer again in fine. But sithe God liathsent you people, riches, municios of warre and all thynges necessary ether to inuade bothe, or to defende the one and penetrate the other. Passe the sea your self with an armie royall, and
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    •$6 THE. II. YFRE OF and leue my lorde ot Westmerlande and other graue capitaines of the Northe with a con* uenient nombre to Defend the Marches if the subtill Scottes encouraged by the Frenchmen will any thyng attept duryng your voyage and absence. And this is to be remebred, if you get Scotlande you hauea countree baraynealmoste of alt-pleasure and goodnes, you gay no people sauage, waueryng and inconstant, of riches you shall haue litle and of pouertie muchc: But if you get Fraunce, you shall haue a countree fertile, pleasant and plentiful!, you shall haue people, Ciuill, witty and of good ordre. You shall haue richc citees, beautiful touncs innumerable Castles, xxiiij. puyssaunt Duchies, Ixxx. and odde populous Countrecs, and an hud red and thre famous bisshoprickes, a. M. and more fat Monastaries, and parishe Churches (as the Frenche writers affirme) x. C. thousande and mo. This conquest is honorable, this gavne is proffitable, this Journey is plesaunte, and therfore nether to be left nor forslewed. Vitaill you shall haue sufficient from Flaunders, aide of men you maie haue daily out of England, or els to leaue a competentecrewe in the Marches of Caleis to refreshe your armie and to furnishe still your numbre. Although the cost in transportyng your me be greate, yet your gayne shal be greater, and therfore accordyng to the trite adage, he must& liberally spende that will plentefully gayne. And because my lorde of Westmerlfule hath alleged that the Romaines desired the dominion of suche as were viider flight of their owne Egle, or whose possesions were a mote to their eye, as the Numidians & other whiche he hath wisely rehersed. Beholde the condicions of the counsailers and the desire of the mo* uers, what persones were they whiche cotieted their poore neighbors rather then riche foreines? Men effeminate, more mete for a Carpet then a Campe, men of a weake stomacke desiryng rather to walke in a pleasant gardein then passe the sees in a tempesteous storme, what should I saie? Menne that would haue somewhat and yet take litell payne, memie that coueted thynges nothyng honourable nor yet greatly profitable. But I remember that the noble Cato the Censor which when it was alledged in the Senate at Rome that Affrike-was farre of, and the sea brode, and the iournie perillous, caused certain newe figgrs to bee brought into the Senate, whiche grewe iu the territory of Carihage, and dcruaunded of the Senators howe they liked the Figges? Some saied they were newe some said they were swete and some said they were pleasant Oh quod Cato, if they be newe gathered, the is not the region far of where they grewe (skant thre daies sailyng) and if it be of no longer distance then so nere to vs be oure enemies. If the figges be swete, then is the soile delicious and fertile. If the fygges be pleasante, then is the coutrey profitable. If you gaine the Scicilians, you shall be riche men in corne. If you get the Samnites you shall haue plenty of oyle. If you vanquishe the Numidians, you shall haue copie of beastes: but subdewe Carthage and conquere A-ffricke, you shall haue not onely Conic Oyle and beastes, but gold, purple, precious stones, Oliphantes and all thynges bothe necessary and pleasant. Therfore my councell is rather to seke riches bcyng farre distant then pouertie liyng at hand, for paine is -forgotten euer where gaine foloweth. This noble saiyng of sage Calo so encouraged and inflamed the haut hertes and lusty courages of the manly Romains, that they neuer desisted to persecute the people of Affricke tyll Carthage was vtteriy destroyed and the whole countrey subdewed and brought vnder the Romain Empire. lulius Ceasaralso desired rather to conquere the Brittons deuided from the continent, ye and inhabityng almost in thende of the worlde, rather then to gayne the Pannonians adioynyng to Italy, saiyng, breke the stroger and the weaker will bowe : Subdue the riche and the pore wil yeld be lord of the lordes and the vassales must nedes be subiect, vanquish the Frenchemen and the Scottes be tamed. This counsaill of Cato, and this saiyng of Cesar maketh me bothe to speke and thynke that if you get Fraunce, ye get two, and if you get Scotland you get but one. When the duke had said and sat doune, his opinion was muche noted and well digested with the kyng, but in especiall with his three brethren and diucrse other lordes beyng young and lusty, desirous to win honor and profile in the realme of Fraunce, ensuyng the couragious actesof their noble progenitors, whiche gat in that region bothe honor and renoune. So that now all men cried warre, warre, Fraunce, Fraunce, and the bill put into the parliament for desoluyng of religious houses was clerely forgotten and buried
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. burred, and nothyng thoughte on but onely the recouering of Fraunce accordyng to the title by the Archbishoppe declared and set furth. And so vpon this poynct after a fewe Actes for the publicke wealth of the realme condiscended and agreed, the parliamet was proroged to Westminster. THE kyng like a wise prince and pollitique gouernor, entendyng to obserue the auncient ordres of famous kynges and renoumed potentates vsed aswel emong Paynimes as Christians, whiche is, not to inuade another mannes territory without open war and the cause of the same to hym published and declared, dispatched into Frauce his vncle the duke of Excester and the erle of Dorcet, the lorde Grey admirall of Englande, the Archbishop of Deuelin, the bishop of Norwiche with, v hundred horsse, whiche were lodged in the Temple housin Paris, kepyng suche triumphante chere in their lodgyng, and such a solempne estate in ridyng through the citee, that the Parisians & all the Frenche men had no small meruell at their honorable fassions and lordly behaueours. The French kyng receiued them very honorably, and sumpteously banquetted theim, shewing to theim goodly iustes and marciall pastymes, by the space of three daies together, in the whiche iustes the kyng hymself to shew his courage and actiuitee to the Englishemen, manfully brake speres and lustely turneyed. WHEN this great triumph and marciall disport was finished, the Englishe Ambassadors accordyng to their commission, required of the Frenche kyng to deliuer to the kyng of Engliid the realme and croune of Fraunce with the entier Duchies of Aquitain, Normandy and Aniowe, with the countrees of Poytieu and Mayne and.diuerse other requestes, offryng that if the Frenche kyng would without warre or effusion of Christen bloud rendre to the kyng their Master his uery righte and lawfull inheritaunce, that he would be content to take in manage the lady Katheryn doughter to the Frenche kyng & to endewe her with all the duchie and countrees before rehersed. And if he entended not so to do, then the kyng of Englande did expresse and signifie to hym that with the ayd of God and help of his people he would recouer hisright and inheritaunce wrongfully with holden with mortall warre and dent of sworde. The Frenchemen were much abasshed at these demaundes thinkyng theim very vnreasonablc and farre excessiue, and yet not willyng to make any determinate aunswer till they had farther brethed in so weighty a cause, praied thenglishe Ambassadors to saie to the kyng their master that thei now hauyng no opportunitee to coclude in so hie a matter would ahortly send Ambassadors into England whiche should certefy £ declare to the kyng their whole mynde, purpose and aunswer. THE Englishe Ambassadors nothyng content with this doyng departed into Englande mak- • yng relacion of euery thyng that was said or done. Here I ouerpasse howe some writers saie that the Dolphyn thinkyag kyng Henry to be geuen still to such plaies and light folies as he exercised & vsed before the tyme that he was exalted to the rroune sent to hym a tunne of tennis balles to plaie with, as who said that he could better skil of tennis then of warre, and was more expert in light games then marciall pollicy. Whether he wer moued with this vnwise presente, or espiyng that the Frenchemen dalied and vaynely delayed his purpose and demaund, was moued and pricked forward I cannot iudge, but sure it is that after the returne of his Ambassadors, he beeyng of a haute courage and bold stomacke, liuyng now in the pleasantest tyme of his age, muche desiryng to enlarge and dilate his Empire and dominion, determined fully to make warre in Fraunce, coceiuyng a good trust and a perfight hope in this poyncte whiche he had before experimented, whiche is, that victory for the moste part foloweth wher right leadeth, auaunced forward by Justice and sette furth by equitie. And because many Frenchemen wer promoted to Ecclesiastical dignitees, some to benefices, some to Abbeis and priores within his realme and sent daily innumerable somes of money into Fraunce for the relefe and aide of their naturall countremen and li- • neall kynsmen, he therfore for the publique wealth of his realme and subiectes, ordeigned that no straunger here after should bee promoted to any spirituall dignitee or degree within his realme without his especiall licence and royall concent, and that all they that should so be admitted, should find sufficient suretie not to disclose $ secretes of this realme to any fo- . I rain
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    58 THE. II. YERE OF rain Or strauge person, nor also to minister to them any aide or succor with money or by any other ineane. Beside this he assembled a great puissance & gathered a greate hoste through all his dominions, and for the more furniture of his nauie, he sent into Holand, Zeland and Frizeland to conduct and hire shippes for the transportyng and conueighing ouer his men and municions of warre, and finally prouided for armure, vitaile, money, artillary, carraiges, tentes and other thinges necessary for so hie an enterprise: Whiche prouisions wer sone blowen into Frauce & quickly knowen in Paris. Wherefore the Dolphin who had taken on hym the gouernance of the realme, because his father was fallen again into his olde infirrnitie, sent for the dukes of Berry and Alaunson and all the counseil of Fraunce, to coclude what should be done in so great a matter and so weightie a cause. After long cosultacion, it was determined to assemble people through the whole realme of Fraunce, to resist & repulse the kyng of Englande and his puissaunce whensoeuer he would arriue or set foote in Fraunce, and also to fortifie their tounes & stuffc them with garrisons and men of warre, and farther by taxes £ subsedies to leuy asmuche money as by wit or pollicie could be deuised or imagined. Moreouer to staie the king of England at home, it was polletiquely deuised to sende to him a solempne Ambassade to make to him some offers accordyngto the demaundes before rehersed. The charge of this Ambassade was comitted to the erle of Vandosrne, to Master Wylliam Bouratier Archebishop of Bourgues and to Master Peter Fremel bishoppe of Lysieux and to the lorde of Yury and Braquemont and to Maister Gaultier Cole the kynges secretory and diuerse other. These ambassadours accompanied with. CCC. and fifty horses passed the sea at Caleys and laded at Douer, before whose arriuall the kyng was departed from Wyndsor to Winchester, entendyng to haue gone to Hampton and to haue viewed his nauie, but hearyng of the Ambassadours approachyng, taried stil at Wynchester, where the sayd Frenche lordes shewed themselues very honorably before the kyng and the nobilitie. And in the bishoppes hal before the kyng, sittyng in his throne imperial & hislordes spiritual and temporal & a great multitude of the comons there for that entent assebled, At a tyme prefixed, the Archebishop of Bourgesse made an eloquent and a long Oracion, dissuadyng warre, and praisyng peace, offering to the kyng of Englad a great some of money with diuerse base & pore countries with the Lady Katheria in marriage, so that he would dissolue his armie & distnisse his souldiors whiche he had gathered and made ready. When this Oracion was ended, the kyng caused the Ambassadors to be highly feasted, & set them at his owne table. And at a daie assigned in the foresayd hall, the Archebishoppe of Cauntorbury made to their Oracion a notable answere: theffecte wherof was, that if the Frenche kyng would notgeue with his daughter in manage, the duchies of Acquitain, Normandy, Aniowe, & all other seignories & dominions somtime apperteinyng to the noble progenitors of the kyng of Englad, he would in no wise retire his armie nor breake* his iorney but would with all diligence entre into the realme of Frauce & destroy the people, depopu. late the coutry & subuertlhe tounes, with sword blud & fyre, & neuer cease till he had_reeouered his auncient right & lawful patrimony. The kyng auowed the archbishops saiyng, & in the word of a prince promised to performe it to the vttermost. The bishop of Bourgesse beyng inflamed with anger that his purpose toke none effect, desiryng licence & pardo of the king that he might speake: which once attained he verye rashly and vnreueretly sayd. Thynkest thou to put doune and destroy wrongfully the most cristen kyng, our most redoubted souerain lord and most excellentest prince of all christianitie of blud and preheminece. Oh kyng, sauyng thine honour, thinkest thou that he hathe offered or caused to be offered to the landes, goodes or other possessions with his owne daughter for feare of the or thy Englishe nacion, or thy friendes or well willers or fautours. No no ? but of truthe he moued with pitie, as a louer of peace, to the entent that innocent blud should not bee dispersed abrode, and that Christian pesple shoulde not bee afflicted with battail and destroied with mortall warre, hathe made to the this reasonable offers and this Godly mocion, puttyng his hole affiance ia God most puissant accordyng to right and reason, trustyng in his quarel to
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 59 (o be ayded and supported by his beneuolente subiectes and fauourable well willers. And sith we be subiectes and seruauntes, we require the to cause vs safely and surely without dammage to be conducted out of thy reahne and dominions & thatthou wilt write thyne answere wholy as thou hast geuen it, vnder thy scale and signe manuell. ,THE Kyng of Englande nothyng vexed nor yet moued with the presumtuous saiynges and proude bragges of the vnnurtered and unmanerly byshop, but well remebryng kyng Salomon in the. xxiiii. of his prouerbes, whiche saithe, that with discretion warres muate be taken in hand, £ where many can geue councell, there is victory, coldly and soberly aunswered the bishop saiyng: My lorde I littel esteme your Frenche bragges, and lesse set by your power & strength, I know perfightly my right to your region, and excepte you will deny the apparant truthe so do you, and if you neither do nor will knowe yet God and the worlde knoweth it. The powre of your Mayster you see daily, but my puissance you hane not yet tasted, If your master haue louing frendes and faithful! subiectes, Iain I thanke God not disgarnished nor vnprouided of the same: But this I say vnlo you, that before one yere passe I trust to make the highest croune of your countrey stoupe and the proudest Miter to kncele clowne : and say this to the vsurpcr your Master that I within three monethes wyll enter into France not as into his land, but as into mine ov.ne true and lawfull patrimonye entendyng to conquere it, not with braggyng worries, flatteryng oracions or coloured persuasions, but with puissaunce of men and dent of sworde by the aide of God in whome is my whole trust and confidence. And as concernyng mine answere to be written, subscribed and sealed, I assure you that I would not speake that sentence the which I would not write and subscribe, nor subscribe that line to the whiche I would refuse to put my scale. Therefore your saue conducte shall be to you deliuered with mine answere, and then you may depart surely and safely I warrant you into your countrey, where I truste soner to visite you then you shall haue cause to salute or bid me welcome. With this answere the Ambassadours sore dismaied, but more displeased (although they were highly entertained & liberally rewarded, departed into their countrye, relatyng to the Dolphyn and the kynges councehvhat they had done duryngthc tyme of their Ambassade. After thefrenche Ambassadours were departed, the kyng as I sayd before hauinga great foresight and disposyng all thynges in an ordre forgettyng not the old pranckes and sodeyn trickes of the variable Scottishe nacion, appoincted the earle of Westmerlande, the lorde Scrope, the Baron of Greystncke and sir Robert Vrmfreuile with diuers other hardye parsonages & valiant capitayncs to kepe the frontiers and Marches adioynyng to Scotland, whiche sir Robert Vmi'reuile on the day of Mari Magdalene entrecl with the Scottes at the toune of Gederyng, hauyngin his company only. CCCC. Englishemen, where he after long conflict and doubtful battaileslcwe of his enemies. Ix. and odde, and toke captiucs. CC(\ Ix. and discomfited and put to flight a thousand and moo, whom he followed in chase aboue. xii. miles, and so laded with praies and prisoners reculed agayne not vnhurt to the castle of Rokesbroughe, of the whiche at that tyme he was chief ca pi tayne and gouernour. When the kyng had ordered all thynges for the tuicion and sauegarcle of his realme and people, he leauyng behynd him for gouernor of the realme, the Queue his mother inlawe, departed to the toune of Southampton, entending there to take ship, and so to transfrete into Fraunce. And to thentent he would steale on the Frenche kyng before he were ware of him, he dispatched Antelop his pursuiuant at Armes with letters, the which the Frenche cronographers declare to be these. TO the right honorable prince Charles our cissyn of Fraunce & aduersary, Henry by the grace of God kyng of England & of Fraunce. &c. To deliuer to euery man his owne, is a woorkeof inspiracionanda dccde of sage councel, for right noble prince our cosyn and aduersary, sometymes the noble realmes of England & of Fraunce uere vnited, which nowe, be seperated and deuided, and as then they were acccustomed to be exalted through the vniuersal worlde by their glorious victories, and it was to them a notable vertue to decore and beautifye the house of God, to the whiche apperteincd holynes, and to set a concorde 12 in
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 61 feandcs of his enemies, or els to murthcr him before that he should arriue in the duchy of Norniady. When kvng Henry hard al thynges opened whiche lie sore desired, he caused all hie nobilitie to asscble before his maiestie royal, before whom he caused to be brought the thre great oflendors and to them sayd: If you haue conspired the deth and destruction of me whiche am the head of the realme and gouernour of the people, without doubt I must of nccessitie ihinke that you likewyse haue compassed the confusion of all that be here witli me and also the final destruction of your natiue countrey and natural region. And although some priuate Scorpion in your heartes, or some wild worms in your heades hath caused you to conspire my d -ath and comsion, yet you shuld haue spared that deuelish enterprice as long as I was with miiie army whiche cannot cotinue without a capitaine, nor be directed without a guide, nor yet with the destruction of your owne blond and hacion you should haue pleased a foreign enemy and an a. indent adversary. Wherfore seyng that you haue enterpnsed so greate a misehiete, so abhominabie a fact, to thentent that your fautors beyng in the armye may abhorre so detestable an otfetice by the punishemcnt of you, ha^tyou to receiue the p^iyne that for your demerites yon haue deserued, &. that punishment that by thelawe for your otfences is prouided. WHEN these noble men were executed, the kyng sayd to his lordes, se you not the mad imagination of men whiche persecute me that dayely studye, and hourly labour, to my great irauaile and vnqo etnes for the aduancement of the publique wea'th of this rt-.ilme andregion^ and for that cause I spare no payne nor refu-e no tytne to ilientent to do food to all men and to hurt no man, and thus to do is my dutie & to tiiis as I thinke am b >rne. I pray to God that there be none among you that be infected with so much vnA truth that had leuer se me destro;ed and brought to co.. fusion, rather then to se his cou-rey flurishe encreased with honor and empire. 1 assure you that I coceiue no suciie opinion in any of you, but put in you both trust & confidence and if I may haue your helpe to beautify my reahne and to recouer againe the olde honor of myne auncestours by subduyng the Frenche nacion, I for my self wyll forget all peril and p tine and he your guide lodesrnan and conductor. And if you drawe backe and wyll not moue fonvarde, beleue me, God wyll so dispose, thai hctcatter jcu shalbe deceiued and sore icpenfhad I wyst. When- the kyng had finished his saiyng, all the noble men kneled'uounc £ proursed faithfully to serue him and duely to obey him, and rather to dye then tosufter him to ltd! into the Tiandes of his enemies. THIS done, the kyng thought surely in his conceipte all sedicion-to be drouned' & vtterly extincte. But if he had cast his eye to the tyre that was newly kindled, he should haue surely sene an horrible flame incesed against the walles of Ins o>'iie house and family, by the which in conclusion his line and stocke was cleane destroyed and consumed to ashes, whiche tyre at that verye tyme paraduenture might haue bene quenched and put out. For diuerse write that Richard earle of Cambridge did not conspire with the lorde Scrope and sir Thomas Graye to murther kyng Henry to please the- Frenche Kyng withal, but onely to thentent to exalte to the croune his brotherinlawe Rdmond earle of Marche as heyre to duke Lyouel. After whose death consideryng that the earle of Marche for diuerse secrete impediments was not liable to haue generacion, he was sure that the croune should come to him by his wife, or to his children. And thevtbie it is to be thought that he rather cofessed him selfe for nede of money to be corrupted by the Free he kyng, then he would declare his inwarde mynd & open his very entent. For surely he s.iwe that if his purpose were espied, the earle of March should haut; dronken of the same cup that he did, and what should haue come to his owne children he muciie doubted. And theifore beyng destitute of comfort and in di-payre of life, to saue ins children he fayu d that tale, de^iryng rather to saue his succession then him selfe, winch lie did in dede For Richard duke of Yoike his sonne not priuely but openly claimed the croine, and Kdward fiis sonne bu'.h claimed & gained it as hereafter you shall heare, which tiiyng at thibt;ni'.' if kyug Henry had foresene I doubt whether either euer that line should haue euiier claimed tiie gariaiide or gained the game. 3 WHEN.
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    62 THE. III. YERE OF WHEN the wynde was prosperous and pleasaunt for the nauye to set forward, they waicd vp the Ankers and hoysed vp their sailes and set forward with. xv. C. shippes on the vigile of the Assumpcion of our Lady and toke land at Caux, comonly called Kyd Caux (where the riuei'of Seine runneth into the sea) without resistencc or bludsheddyng. The kyng was lodged on the shore in a small priory with the dukes of Clarece and Gloucester his bretherne: the duke of Excetter and Yorke, the carles, Marshal, Oxforde, Suffolke, Warwicke and other lordes were lodged not farre fro him. The next day after, he marched towarde the toune of Ilarflewe standing on the riuer of Seyne betwene two hilles and besieged it on euery parte. The capitaine of the toune was the lorde Escouteuile with the lorde Blaynuile of Hacqueuile, the lordes of Harmanuile of Galarde Boyes, of Clere de Becton, ofAdsandies, of Brian, of Gaucort, of Lisleadarn and many other. THE Frenche kyng beyng aducrtised of the kynges arriuall, sente in all the hast the lorde Pelabreche constable of Fraunce and the lorde Bonciqualt Marshall of Fraiice, the Seneschal ofllenaude, the lorde Ligny and diuerse otlier capitaines, whiclie fortified tonnes with men vitaile and artillary on all the sea coaste. And heryng that the kyng of England had besieged Harflew at his first landyng, carne to the castle of Cawdebec beyng not farre from Harflewe, to thentent to succour their frendes which wer besieged if thei might by any pollicy or inuencion, and if not, then they imagined how to sleye and hurte the EnglisheiTien when they went into the countree on foragvng for bcastcs and vitaill and so trappe and dcstroye them, for thei costrued with themsclfes that their vitaile would sone faile because of the ay re of the sea and smell of the water. But they were deceiued, for notwithstandyng the prouision and pollicy of the Frenchemen, the Englishmen forrayed the countree, spoyled the villages and brought many a riche praie to the Campe before Ilarflewe. Thenglishmen daily ceassed no!: to assaile the toune, the duke of Gloucester to who the ordre of the assaulte was comitted, made thre mynes vnder the ground & approched the walles with ordiuaunce and engyues, and would not sutfre theim within to reste at any tyme. The kyng liyng on the hill side with his battail did not onely kepe the Frenchmen from succoryng of the toune, but also toke a\vaie from the tounes men all the hope and trust of their succor, aide and relief, and also al the gonnepouder that was sent by the Frenche kyng to them that wer beseged was taken by thenglishmen. The capitaines of the Freeh men within the toune perceitied that they wer not able to resist the continuall inuasions and hourelyassaultes of the fierce Englishemenne, and knowyng that their walles were vnder my ned and shortely like to fal, & feryng tliat might happe of the chance if thei should fortune to be ouercome and take by force, desired of the kyng of England only truce for thre daies, promisyng that if they were not reskewed within thesame tyme, then thei to yeld themselfes and the toune their hues only saued. And to performe this, they deliuered into the kynges possession, xxx. of the beste capitaines and Marchauntes of the toune. The kyng of Englande accepted this oft're, lest he entendyng greater exploites might lese his tyme in suche small matters. When this composicion was agreed, the lorde Hacqueuile was sent to the French kyng to declare the necessite of the toune and the shorte tyme of the truce. To who the dolphin aunswered that the kynges power was not yet assembled in suche a nombre as was conuenient to raise so greate a siege. When the aunswer was reported to the capitaines, they seyng no hope nor similitude of aide and comfort to them commyng, after the third daie rendered to the kyng of Englacl the toune, beyng the. xxxvij. daie after that it was besieged, whiche was the daie of sainct Mawrice, to the greate abashement of all Normandy, for it was the soueraigne porte of al that countree. The souicliours wer rauDSOined and the toune was sacked to the greate gayne of the Englishemen. The kyng of Englande ordeignod capitain of the toune of Harflew his vncle Thomas duke of Exccsler whiche established his leuetenaunt there Ihon Fastolfte with. xv. C. inenl and. xxxv. knightes, whereof the Baron of Carew & sir Hugh Lutterell were two coun-' saillcrs. And because diuerse of his nobles liyng Harflew were sicke of the flixe and many wer ded, emongest who therle of Stafford, the bishop of Norwich, the lordes Molins and 1 Burnell
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 63 Burnell wer foure beside other. The kyng licensed the duke of Clarence his brother, Ihon erle Marshall and Ihon erle of Arundel beyng infected \vith tliat desease to returne into Englande. KYNG Henry not a litle reioysyng of his good lucke and fortunate successe in the begin nyng of his pretensed conquest, determined withal diligence to set forward in performyng his intended purpose and warrely enterprise, but because Wynter approched faster and more furiously then before that tyme had been accustomed, he was sore troubled and vexed. For the whiche cause he called together al the Cheuetaines and men of pollicy in his annie to consult vpo the procedyng forward and to be sure of waie and redy passage. After long debatyng and muche reasonyng, it was as a thyng bothe necessary and conueniente and fully agreed and determined to set forwarde withall diligence before the dedde tyme of Winter approched, toward the toune of Caleis. And because their goyng forward should be called of slaunderous tongues a runnyngorfliyng awaie, it was decreed that the whole armie should passe the next waie by lande through the middest of their enemies, and yet that ionrney was iudged perilous by reason that the numbre was muche minished by the flyxe and other feuers, which sore vexed and brought to death aboue. xv. C. persones, whiche was the very cause that the returne was soner concluded and appoincted : but before his departyng he entered into the toune of Harflew and went on foote to the churcheof sainct Martynes and there offered. And all the men of warr which had not paied their raunsome, he sware them on the holy Euangelistes to yeld themselfes prisoners at Caleis by the feast of S. Martyn in Nouember nexte, diuerse of the burgesses he highly raunsomed, and a greate part of the women and children he expelled the toune, geuyng to euery poore creature flue sowse. The priestes had licence to depart leuyng behinde them their substaunce. The goodes in the toune wer innumerable whiche wer al praie to the Englishemen, whiche sent the best into Englande as a remembraunce of good lucke. There were twoo strong toures standyng on the hauen side, whiche lokyng for aid did not yelde ten daies after the toune was rendered. WHEN the kyng had repaired the walles, fortefied the bulwarkes refresshed the rampiers and furnished the toune with vitail and artillary, he remoued from Harflew toward Pountoyse, entendyng to pas the riuer of Some with his armie before the bridges were ether withdrawen or broken. The Frenche kyng hearyng that the toune of Harflewe was gotten and that the kyng of Englande was marchyng forwarde into the bowelles of the realme, sente out proclamacions and assembled people in euery quarter, comittyng the whole charge of his armie to his sonne the Dolphin & the duke of Aquitayn, whiche incontinent caused the brydges to be broken and all the passages to be defended, beside that they caused all come and other vitaill to be destroied in all places where they coniectured that-thenglishmen would: repaire or passe through, to thentent that they might ether kepe the in a place certain without any passage or departure, and so to destroye them at their pleasures, or els to kepe theim in a straite without vitailes or comfort, and so by famyne ether cause them to dye or yelde. THE kyng of Englande afflicted with all these incomoditees at one tyme was nether dismaied nor discoraged, but keping furth his iorney approched to the riuer of Some, where he perceiued that all the bridges wer by his enemies broken and vnframed: wherfore he came to the passage called Blanchetaque where kyng Edwardes greate graundfather passed the riuer of Some before the battaill of Cressy. But the passage was so kepte that he could not passe without great daunger, consideryng that his enemies wer at his backe & before his face. Wherfore he passed forward to Arannes, burnyng villages & takyng greate bootiesand euery daie he sent his light horsemen abrode to spye and seke what perilles ther wer at hand, what embushments ther wer laid on the one side or thother, & to find out where he might most sanely pas the riuer. The espialles returned and declared for a truth that the* coutree swarmed with men of warre, wherof he beyng aduertised, set furth in good ordre,, kepyng still his waie forwarde and so ordred his armie and placed his cariage, that hauyng: his �
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    6+ THE. III. YERE OF his enemie* on both side* of him, he passed so terribly that his enemies wer afraid ancc te offre hym battaill, and yet the lorde Delabreth Constable of Fraunce, the Marshall Boncequalt, the erleof Vandosme greate Master of Fraunce and the lorde Dampier Admirall of Fraunce, the duke of Alanson and the erle of Richemonde vvithall the puyssance of the Dolphin laie at Abbeuile and durste not once touche his battailes, but euer kepte the passages and coasted alofe like a hauke that liketh not her praie. The kyng of Englande still kept on his iourney till he came to the bridge of saincte Maxence, where he founde aboue xxx. M. Frenchemen and there pitched his felde, lokyng surely to be set on and fought withal. Wherfore to encorage his capitaines the more, he dubbed certain of his hardy & valeant gentlemen knightes, as Ih5 lord Ferreis of Groby, Reignold of Greistocke, Piers Tempest, Christopher Morisby, Thomas Pikering, Willifi Huddleston, Ihon Hosbalton, Henry Mortimer, Philip Halle & Willia his brother, & laques de Ormod & diuerse other. But when he saw y the Frenchmen made no semblance to fight, he departed in good ordre of battail by the toune of Amiece to a toune nere to a castle called Bowes, and there laie twoo daies, euery houre lookyng for battaill. And from thence he came nere to Corby where he wasstaied that night by reason that the come people and peysants of the countree assembled in greate nombre, .and the men of Armes of the garrison of Corby skirmished with his armie in the mornyng, which tariyng was to hym bothe ioyous and profitable, for there he discomfited the crew of horsmen & draue the rustical people euen to their gates, & also found there thesame daie a shalow forde betwene Corby & Peron, whiche neuer was espied before. At the whiche he, his armie & cariages the night ensuyng passed the great riuer of Some without let or daungier, the morowe after sainct Lukes daie, determined withall diligence to passe to Caleis, and not to seke for battail except he wer therto constrained & compelled, because that his armie by sickenesse was sore minished and appaired, for he had onely two. M. horsemen and. xiii.M. Archers, bill men and of all sortes. The Englishemen were afflicted in this iourney with an hundred discomodities, for their vitaile was in maner all spent, and nevve they could get none, for their enemies had destroyed all the corne before their comyng: Rest they could take none, for their enemies wer euer at hande, daily it reined and nightly it fresed, of fuell was skacenes and of fluxes was plenty, money they had ynough but comforle thei had none. And yet in this great necessitee the poore folkes wer not spoyled nor any thyng without painient was .of the .extorted, nor great offence was doen except one, whiche was that a foolishe souldier stale a pixe out of a churche and vnreuerently did eate the holy hostes within thesame conteigned. For whiche cause he was apprehended, and the kyng would not once remoue till the vessel was restored & the offender strangled. The people of the countrees there aboute hearyngof his straight iustice & godly mynd, ministered tohym bothe vitailes & other necessaries, although by open proclamacio they wer therof prohibited. THE Frenche kyng beyng at Roan, hearyng that the kyng of Englande was passed the water .of .Some, was not a little discontente, and assembled his counsaill to the numbre of. xxxv. »to consult what should be doen, the chief whereof were the Dolphin his sonne whose name was Lewes, callyng hymself kyng of Cicile, the dukes of Berry & Britayn therle of Pontieu the kynges youngest sonne and diuerse other, wherof xxx. agreed that the Englishmen should not departe vnfoughten with all, and fiue wer of the contrary opinion, tut the greater niwnbre ruled the matter. And so Mountioye kyng at Armes was sent to the kyng of Englande to ,defie hym as the enemie of Fraunce, and to tell hym that heshould shortly haue battaill. Kyng Henry soberly aunswered : Sir myne entent and desire is none other, but to do as it pleaseth Almighty God and as it hecometh me, for surely I will Tiot eeke your Master at this tyme, but if .he or his seke me I wil willyngly fight with hym. And if any of your nacion attempt once to stoppe me in my iourney toward Caleis, at their ieopardy be it, and yet my desire is that none of you be so vnaduised or harebrained as to be the ,ftcc.asi.on that I in my defence shall coloure and make redde your tawny grounde with the deathes
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 65 deathes of your selfes and theffusion of Christen bloud. When he had aunswered the harauld , he gaue to him a great reward & liceced him to depart. WHEN the Lordes of Fraunce heard the kyng of Englandes answere, it was incontinent proclayrned, that all men of warre should resorte to the Constable of Fraunce to fight with the kyng of Englande and his puissaunce. Wherupon all men accustomed to beare Armure and desirous to wyn honor through the realme of Fraunce drewe toward the fold. The Dolphyn sore desired to bee at that battaile, but he was prohibited by the kyng his father, likewise Philip erle of Charolous sonne to the Duke of Burgoyn would gladly haue been at that noble assemble if the duke his father would haue suffred hym, but many of his men stale awaie and went to the Frenchemen. THE Kyng of Englande informed by his espialles that the daie of battail was nerer then he loked for, dislodged from Bomyers & roade in good arraie through the faire piaine beside the toune of Blangy, where to the intent that his armie should not bee included in a streight or driuen to a corner, he chose a place mete and conueniente for two armies to darrayne battail betwene the tounes of Blangy and Agincourte, where he pight his felde. THE Constable of Fraunce, the Marshall, the Admirall, the Lorde Rambures Master of the Crossebowes and diuerse lordes and knightes pitched their banners nere to the banner royall of the Constable in the Countee of sainct Paule within the territory of Agincourte, by the whiche waie the Englishernen muste nedes passe towarde Caleis. The Frenchemen made greate fires about their banners, and they were in numbre had. Ix. M. horsemen, as their owne historians and writers affirme, beside footemen pages and wagoners, and all that night made greate chere and were rery mery. The Englishmen that night sounded their trompettes and diuecse instrumentes Musicall with greate melody, and yet they were bottie hungery, wery, sore traueled and rnuche vexed with colde deseases: Howbeit tliey made peace with God, in confessyng their synnes, requiring hym of help, and receiuyng the holy sacramente, cuery man encouragyng and determinyng clerely rather to die then either to yelde or Hie. NOW approched the fortunate faire daie to the Englishemen and the infest and vnlucky The }« daie to the Frenche nobilitee, whiche was the fiue and twentv daie of October in the vere of of Affin" v */ CO11! ' . our Lorde lesu Chnste a thousande foure hundred and fifteene, bceyng then Fridaie and the daie of Crispin and Crispinian. On tlie whiche daie in the mornyng, the Frenche menne made thre battailes : In" the \raward wer eight thousande Ilealmes of Knightes and Esquiers and foure thousande Archers and fiftene hundred- Crosebowes, which were guyded by the Lord Delabret Constable of Fraunce, hauyng with hym the dukes of Orlcaunce and Burbone, therles of Ewe and Richmond the Marshall Bonciqualt and the Master of the Crosebowes, the Lorde Dampier Admirall of Fraunce and other capitaincs. And the erle of Vandosme and other the kynges officers with. xvj. C. men of Armes wer 01 dred for a. wyng to that battail. And the other wyng was guided by sir Guyshard Dolphyn and sir Clugnet of Brabant and sir Lewes of Burbon with. viij. C. menne of Armes, of chosen and elect persones. And to breake the shot of the Englishemen wer appoincled sir Guylliii of Sauesens with Hector and Philip his brethren. Ferry of Maylley and Alen of Gaspanes with other, viij. C. men cf Armes. In the midle ward wer assigned as many persoues or mo as wer in the formoste battail, and therof was the charge comitted to the dukes of Barr and Alenson, therles of Neuers, Vawdemont, Blamout, Salynges, Grafitpree and of. Roussy. And in the rerewarde were all the other men of Armes, guyded by the erics of. Marie, Dampmartyne, Fawquenberge and the Lorde of Lourrey Capitayne of Arclc, who had with hym men of the Frontiers of Bolonoys. WHEN these battailes were thus ordred, it was a. glorious sight to behold the, and surely they wer estetned to be in numbre sixe times as many or more then was the whole compaigny of the Englishmen with wagoners pages and all. Tims the Frenchmen wer euery man vnder his banner only waityog for the blouddy blast of the terrible trompet, and in this ordre they continued restyng themselfes and reconciling euery one to other for all old rancors and hatredcs whiche had been betwene theim, till the houre betwene. ix. and, x. of the daie. Duryng K whiche
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    66 THE. III. YERE OF whiche season, the Constable of Fraunce saied openly to the capitayues iu effecte as foloweth. The ornciou FIIENDES and companions in armes, I canot but bothe reioyce and lament the chances °faUeof 5" ^ f°rtunes °f these two armies whiche I openly se and behold with myne iyes here presente. j>»uce. I reioyce for the victor ie whiche I se at hand for our part, and I lamet and sorow for the misery and calamitee whiche I perceiue to approche to the otherside: For wee cannot but be victours and triuphant conquerors, for who saw euer so florisshyng an armie within any Christian region, or suche a multitude of valiaunt persones in one compaignie? Is not here the flower of the Frenche nacion on barded horsses with sharpe speares and dedly weapons? Are not here the bold Britons with fiery handgones and sharpe swerdes? Se you uot present the practised Pickardes with strong and weightie Crossebowes? Beside these, we haue the fierce Brabanders & strong Almaines with long pykes and cuttyng slaughmesses. And on the otherside is a s?mal handfull of pore Englishmen whiche are entred into this region in hope of some gain or desire of proffite, whiche by reson that their vitaill is cosumed & spent, are by daily famyn sore wekened, consumed & almost without spirites* for their force is clerly abated and their strength vtterly decaied, so ^ or the battailes shall ioyne they shalbe for very feblenes vaquished & ouercom, & in stede of men ye shal fight with shadowes. For you must vnderstand, y kepe an Englishma. one moneth from his warme bed, fat befeand stale drynke, and let him that season tast colde and suflfre hunger, you then shall se his courage abated, his bodye waxe leane and bare, and euer desirous to returne into his owne countrey. Experience now declareth this to be true, for if famine had not pinched them, or colde wether had not nipped them surely they would haue made their progresse farther into Fraunce, and not by so many perilous passages retired towarde Calays. Suche courage is in Englishmen when fayre weather and vitaile folow them, and suche vveaknes they haue when famine and cold vexe and trouble them. Therfore nowe it is no mastery to vanquishe and ouerthrowe them, beyng both wery & weake, for by reason of feblenes and faintnes their weapones shal fal out of their handes when they prefer to strike, so that ye may no easilier kyll a poore shepe then destroye them beyng alredy sicke & hungerstaruen. But imagyn that they wer lusty, strong and couragious, and then ponder wisely the cause of their comyng hither, and the meanyng of their enterprice: Fyrst their king a yong striplyng (more mete for a tenice playe then a warlike campe), claimeth the croune, scepter and souereigntie of the verye substance of the Frenche nacion by battaile: then he and his entende to occupy this countrey, inhabite this land, destroy our wiues and children, extinguishe our blud and put our names in the blacke boke of obliuion. Wherfore remembre wel, in what quarel can you better fight then for the tuicio of your nataral countrey, the honor of your prince, the surety of your children and the sauegard of your land and Hues. If these causes do not encourage you to fight, beholde before your eyes the tetes of your enemies, with treasure, plate & Jewels wel stuffed and richely furnished, which pray is surely yours if euery ma strike but one stroke, besyde the great raunsomes whiche shalbe paied for riche capitaines and welthy prisoners, whiche as surely shall be yours as you now had them in your possession. Yet this thyng I charge you withal, that in nowise the kyng him selfe be killed, but by force or otherwise to be appreheded & taken to the entent that with glorye & triumphe we may conuey him openly through the noble cytie of Paris to oure kyng and dolphyn as a testimony of our victory & witnes of our noble act. And of this thyng you be sure, that fly they cannot, and to yelde to our fight of necessitie they shalbe compiled. Therfore good felowes take courage to you, the victory is yours, the gaine is yours & the honor is yours without great laboure or muche losse. KYNG Henry also like a leader & not like one led, like a souereigne and not like a souldior ordred his men for his most aduantage like an expert capitaine and a couragious warrier. And fyrst he sent priuely CC. archers into a low medowe which was nere to the forward of his enemies, but separate with a great diche, and were there commaunded to kepe them selues close tyl they had a token to them geuen to shote at their aduersaries. Beside this
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 67 this he appoincted a vawarde, of the which he made capitayne Edward duke of Yorke whiche of a hauie courage had of the kyng required and obteined that office: and with him were the lordes Beaumond, Wylloughby and Fanhope, and this battaile was all archers. Tlie middle ward was gouerned by the kyng him self with his brother the duke of Gloucester, & theories Marshal, Oxford andSuffolke, in the which wer al the strong bilmen, The duke of Exceter vncle to the kyng led the rercward, whiche was mixed both with archers & bilinen. The horsemen like winges went on euery side of the battaile. When the king had thus ordred his battaile, like a puissaunt coqueror without feare of his enemies, yet cosiderlng the multitude of them farre to excede the smal nombre of his people, doubtyng that the Frenchemen would compasse and beset him aboute, and so fight with him on euery side, to thentent to vaquish the power of the French horsmen whiche might breake the ordre and arraye of his Archers, in whom the whole force of the baitaile did consist and in maner remaine he caused stakes bound with yron sharpe at both endes of the length of v. or. vi. fote to be pitched before the Archers and of euery side the fote men like an edge, to the entent that if the barde horses ranne rashely vpo them, they might shortely be gored and destroied, & appointed certeine persons to remoue the stakes when the Archers inoued, and as tyme required : so that the fotemen were hedged about with the stakes, and the horsemen stode like a bulwerke betwene the and their enemies without the stakes. This deuice of fortifiyng an armye was at this tyme fyrst inuented, but sence that tyme, they haue imagined caltrappes, harowes and other newe trickes to defende the force of the horsmen so that if the enemies at auenture runne against their engines, either sodeinly their horses be wounded with the stakes, or their feete hurt with the other engines, so that of very necessitie for paine, the sely pore beastes are compelled to fal and tumble to the ground. When he had ordred thus his baitailes, he left a smal company to kepe his campe & baggage, and then callyng his capitaines and soldiours about him, he made to them an heartie Oracion in effect as foloweth, saiyng. WELBELOUED frendes and countrymen, I exhort you heartely to thinke and con- ^ °™rioa ceiue in yourselues that this daye shalbe to vs all a day of ioy, a day of good lucke and a day Hcnr/the of victory: For truely if you well note and wisely considre all thynges, almighty God vnder whose fiftl protection we be come hither, hath appoincted a place so mete and apt for our purpose as we our selves could nether haue deuised nor wished whiche as it is apt and conuenient for our smal nombre and litle army so is it vnprofitable and vnmete for a great multitude to fi^ht or geue battaile in : and in especial for suche men in whom is neither constant faith nor securitie of promise, whiche persons be of God neither fauored nor regarded, nor he is not accustomed to ayde and succoure suche people whiche by force and strength contrary to right & reason detain and kepe from other their iust patrimony and lauful inheritance, with whiche blotte and spotte the Frenche nacion is apparantly defyled and distained: so that God of his iustice wyll scourge and aflicte them for their manifest iniuries and open wronges to vs and our realme dayly committed and done. Therfore puttyng your onely trust in him, let not their multitude feare youre heartes, nor their great nombre abate your courage : for surely old warlike fathers haue both said and written that the more people that an army is, the lesse knowledge the multitude hath of material feates or politique practises, whiche rude rustical and ignorant persons shalbe in the feld vnto hardy capitaines and lusty men of warre a great let and sore impediment. And though they al were of Jike pollicy, like audacitie and of one vniforme experience in rnarcial affayres, yet we ought neither to feare them nor once to shrinke for them consideryng that we come in the right, whiche euer of God is fauored, set furth and auansed: in whiche good and iust quarel al good persons shal rather set bothe theyr feete forward, then once to turne theyr one heale backward. For if you aduenture your Hues in so iust a battaile & so good a cause, whiche way soeuer fortune turne her whele, you shalbe sure of fame, glory and renoune: If you be victors and ouercome your enemies, your strength and vertue shalbe spred and dispersed through the whole world: If you ouerpressed with s$ great a multitude shal happe to be K 2 slaine
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    6* THE. III. YERE OF slaine or taken yet neither reproche can be to you ascribed, either yet infamy of you reported, consideryng that Hercules alone was not equiuolent vnto. ii. men, nor a smal handfull is not equal to a great nombre, for victory is the gift of God and consistcth not in the puissaunce of men. Wherfore manfully set on your enemies at theyr fyrst encountre, strike with a hardy courage on the false hearted Frenchemen, whom youre noble auncestours haue so often ouercome and vanquished. For surely they be not so strong to geue the onset vpo you, but they be much weaker to abide your stregth in a long fight and tyred battaile. As for me I assure you al, that England for my person shall neuer paye raunsome, nor neuer Frencheman shall triumph ouer me as his capitain, for this day by famous death or glorious victory I wyl wynne honor and obtaine fame. Therfore now ioyously prepare your seines to the battaile and couragiously fight with your enemies, for at this very ty me all the realme of Englande praieth for our good lucke and prosperous successe. WHILE the kyng was thus speakyng, eche armye so maligned & grudged at the other beyng in open sight and euident apparence, that euery man cried furth, furth, forward forward. The dukes of Clarece Gloucester and Yorke were of the same opinion, thinkyng it most conuenient to marche toward theyr enemies with al spede & celeritie, least in prolongyng of tyme and arguyrig of opinions, the Frenche armye might more and more increace & hourly multiply. Howbeit the kyng taried a while least any ieopardy were not forsene, or any hazard not preuented. THE Frenchemen in the rneane season litle or nothyng regardyng the small nombre of thenglishe nacion, were of suche haute courage and proud stomackes that they took no thought for the battaile, as who saye they were victours and ouercomers before any stroke was striken, and laughed at the Englishmen, and for very prid thought the selues lifted into heauen iestyng and boastyng that they had thenglish men inclosed in a straight and had ouercome and take them without any resistance. The capitaines determined howe to deuide the spoyle: the souldiors plaied the Englishmen at dice: the noble men deuised a chariot how they might triumphantly conueigh kyng Henrye beyng captiue to the cytie of Paris, criyng to theyr souldiors, hast your selues to obtaine spoile, glory and honor, to thentent that we may study howe to geue you thankes for the great giftes and rewardes which we hope to receiue of your great liberalitie. The folishe folye of this vaine solace brake out so farre, that messengers were sent to the cyties and tounes adioyning, willyng them to make open playes find triumphes, (as though that the victory were to them certaine & no resistance could appeare) and also to geue God thankes for their prosperous net and notable dede, not remembryng that the whjrlewynd shortely with a puft'e blew away al their folishe ioy and phantastical braggyng. Of this doyng you may gather, that it is asmuche madness to make a determinate Judgement of thinges to come, as it is wisdome to doubt what wyll folowe of thinges begone. I may not forgdt how the Freche men beyng in this pleasaunt pastyme, sent a herault to kyng Henry to inquyre what raunsome he wold offre, and how he answered that within, ii. or. iii. houres he hoped that it should so happen that the Frenchemen should comen rather with thenglishmen how to be redemed, then the Englishmen should take thought how to pay any rausome or money for theyr deliuerance: asserteinyng them for him selfe that his dead carion should rather be their pray, then his liuyng body should pay any raunsome. When the messenger was departed, the Frenchmen put on theyr healmettes and set the in ordre vnder theyr banners, richely armed and gorgeously trapped and caused theyr trumpettes to blowe to the battaile. THE Englishemen perceiuyng that, sette a lytle forwarde, before whom there went an old knight called syr Thomas of ^ierpingham, a man of great experience in warre, with a warder in his hand, and when hrf cast vp his warder, al the army shouted, at the which the Frenchmen muche marueiled, out that was a sign to the Archers in the meadowe, which knowing the token, shot wholy altogether at the vavvard of the Freachemen. When they perceiued
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. €9 i pcrceiued the archers in the meadow, who they saw not before, and sawc they could not come to them for a diche, they with al hast set on kyng Henries forwarde, hut or they' ioyned, the archers in the forfront and the archers on the side whiche stode in the meadow, so wounded the iblenien, so galled the horses and so combred the men of armes that the fotemen durst not go forward, the horsemen rune in plumpes without drdre, some ouerthrew his felovv, and horses ouerthrew their maisters: So at the fyrst ioyuyng, as the Frenchemen wer clcarely discouraged, so thenglishmen were muche chered. When the Frenche vaward was thus discomfited, the English archers cast away theyr bowes & tokeinto theyr handes axes, nialles and swordes,billes and other weapons, and thenvith slewe the Frenchmen tyll they came to the middleward. Then the king approched and encoragrd his souldiors, that sliortly the second battaile was ouerthrowen and dispersed not without' great slaughter of men: howbeit diuers beyng wounded wer releued by their varieties and conueighed out of the fclde, for the Englishmen so sore labored with fightyng and slaiyng, and wer so busy in takyng of prisoners that they folowed no chace, nor would once breake out of the battaile. The Frenchmen strongly wstode the fearcenes of Thenglishmen when thei came to hady strokes, so that the fight was very doubtful & perilous. And when one part of the Frenchhorse men thought to haue entred into the kynges battaille, they were with the stakes ouer turned, and either slain or taken. THUS this battaile continued, iii. long houres, some strakc, some defeded, some foyned, some trauersed, some kylled, some toke prisoners noman was idle, euery man fought either in hope of victory or glad to saue him selfe. The kyng that clay shewed him selfe like a valiaunt knight, whiche notwithstandyng that he was almost felled with the duke of Alaunson, yet with plain strength he" slew. ii. of the dukes company and felled the duke: but when the duke would haue yelded him, the kynges garde cotrary to the kynges ininde outragiously slewe him. And in conclusion, mindyng to make an ende of that daies iorncy, caused his horsmen to fetch a compasse about & to ioyne with him against the rereward of Fraunce: in the whiche battaile were the greatest nombre of people. When the Frenchmen perceiued his entent, they wer sodenly amased and ranne away like shepe without aray or ordre. When the kyng perceiued the banners cast doune & the aray was clerely broken, he encoraged his souldiors and folowed so quickly that the Frenchmen turnyng to flight, ranne hither and thither not knowyng whiche way to take, castyng away their armure and on theyr knes desired to haue theyr hues saued. In the meane season while the battaile thus continued and that thenglitihmen had taken a great nobre of prisoners, certain Frenchmen on horsbackeVherof were captaines Robinet of Borneuile, Kifflart of Clamas and Isarnbert of Agincourt and other 'men of Armes to the nombre of. vi. C. horsemen : whiche fled fyrst from the felde at theyr fyrst commyng and hearyng that the Englishe tentes and pauilions were farre from the army without any great nobre of kepers or persons mete and couenient for defence, partly moued and styrred with coueteous desire of spoyle and pray, and partly entendyng by some notable act to reuenge the damage and displeasure done to them it theirs in battail the same day, entred into the kynges campe beyng voide of men and fortefied with varieties & lackeys, and ther spoyled hales, robbed tentes, brake vp chestes and caried awaye caskettes and slewe suche seruantes as they could fynd in the tentes and pauilions. For the whiche act thei wer long imprisoned and sore punished and like to haue lost their liues if the Dolphyn had longer liued. WHEN the kyng by a feareful messenger was of this euil acte soclainly aduertised, and when the outcry of the lackeys and boyes whiche rane away for feare of the robbers was heard into the felde, saiyng that the Frenchmen had robbed all the tentes and lodgynges of the Englishmen, he fearyng least his enemies beyng dispersed and scattered abroad should gather together againe and beginne a new felde: and doubtyng farther that the prisoners would ether be an aide to his enemies or very enemies to him if he should sufire them to hue, contrary to his accustomed gentlenes and pitie he comaunded by the sounde of a ompet that euery man vpon paine of death should incotinently sley his prisoner. When this
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    70 THE. III. YERE OF this dolorous decre & pitiful proclamacio was pronounced, pitie it was to se and lotlisome it was to behold how some Frenchmen wer sodainly slicked with daggers, some wer brained with polaxes, some wer slain with malles, other had theyr throtes cut and some their bellies paunched: so that in effecte hauyng respecte to the greate nombre, few prisoners or none were satied. WHEN this lamentable manslaughter was finished, thenglishemen forgettyng their woundes and hurtes and not remembring what paine they had sustained all day in fightyng with their enemies, as men that wer freshe and lusty, ranged them selues again in aray both prest and redy to abide a newe felde, and also to inuade and newly to set on theyr enemies, and so couragiously thei set on the carles of Marie and Fauconbrige and the lordes of Louray & of Thyne, whiche with. vi. C. men of armes had all day kept together and slew them out of hand. When the kyng had passed through the felde & saw neither resistence nor apparaunce of any Frenchmen sauyng the dead corsses, he caused the retrayte to be blowen and brought al iiis armie together about, iiij. of the clocke at after noone. And fyrst to geue thankes to almightie God geuer & tributor of this glorious victory, he caused his prelates & cliapelaines fyrst to sing this psalme In exitu Israel de Egipto. £c. commaundyng euery man to knele doune on the ground at this verse. Non nobis domine, non nobis, sed nomine tuo da gloriam, whiche is to say in Englishe, Not to vs lord, not to vs, but to thy name let the glory be geuen: whiche done he caused Te deuni with certeine anthemes to be song geuyng laudes and praisyngcs to God, and not boastyng nor braggyng of him selfe nor his humane power. THAT night he toke refrcshyng of suche as he found in the Freche campe, and in the mcrnyng Moutioy kyng at armes and. iiij. Heraultes came to him to know the nombre of prisoners and to desire burial! for them whiche were slaine. Before he could make any answere to the Heraultes he remembryng that it is more honorable to bee praised of his enemies then to be extolled of his frendes: and he that praiseth him self lacketh louyng neighbors: wherforc he demaunded of the why they made to hym that request, considryng that he knew not certainly whether the praise & the victory wer mete to be attributed to him or to their nacion. Oh lorde qh Mountioy kyng at armes, thinkeyou vs officers of armes to be rude and bestial persones? If we for the affection that we beare to our naturall countrey, would ether for fauor or mede hide or deny your glorious victory: The foules of the aire, the wormes of the ground fedyng on the multitude of the ded carions, by your onely puyssaunce destroyed and confounded, will beare witnesse against vs, ye and muche more the captiues whiche be lining and in your possessio with their wiues and litle infauntes will saie wee bee open liers and vntrue taletellers: Wherfore according to the ducty of our office whiche is or should bee alwaics indifferently to write and truely to iudge, we saie, determyne and affirme that the victory is yours, the honour is yours and yours is the glory, aduisyng you, as you haue manfully gotten it, so polletikely to vse it. Well saied the kyng, seeyng this is your determinacion, I willyngly accept the same, desiryng you to know the name of the castle ncre adioynyng. When they had answered that it was called Agyncourt, he said that this conflict should be called the battaill of Agyncourt, whiche victory hath not been obteigned by vs nor our power, but only by the suffraunce of GOD for iniury and vntruth that we haue receiued at the handes of your Prince and his nacion. That daie he feasted the French officers of Armes and graunted to theim their request, whiche busily sought through the felde for such as \\er slain, but the Englishmen suffred them not to go alone for thei searched with them and found many hurt but not in Jeopardy of their life, whom thei tokc prisoners and brought them into their tentes. WHEN the kyng ofEnglande had well refreshed hymself and his souldiours and had taken the spoyie of suche as were slain, he with his prisoners in good ordre returned to his toune of Caleis. When tidynges of this notable victory was blowen into Englande, soJempne processions and other praisynges to almightie GOD, with bonefiers and dances wer ] ordeined
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 71 onleined in euery toune, citee and borough, and the Maire and the citizens of the citee of London went the tnorowe after the daie of sainct Simon and lude from the Churche of Sainct Paule to the church ofS. Peter at Westminster in deuoute manner, reudryng to God their inoste humble and heartie thanlces for his haboundant grace and fortunate lucke geuen and sent to the kyng their souereigne lorde. WHEN the kyng of Englande was departed the sondaie toward Caleis, diuerse Frenchmen repaired to the plain where the battaill was and remoued againe the ded bodies, some to finde their lordes and masters and theim to conueigh into their countrees there to bee buried, some to spoyle and take the reliques whiche the Englishemen had left behinde: For thei toke nothing but gold, siluer, iuelles, riche apparell and costly armure. But the ploughmen and peysantes spoyled the dcd carkasses, leuyng theim nether shirte nor cloute, and so thei laie starke naked till Wednesdaie. On the whiche daie diuerse of the noble men wer conueighed into their countrees and the remnant were by Philip erle Charoloys (sore lamentyng the chaunce and moued with pitee) at his cost and charge buried in u square plot of. xv.C. vardes, in the which he caused to be made thre pittes, wherin wer buried by accompt. v.M. and. viii.C. persons beside them that wer caried awaie by their frendes and seruauntes, and other whiche beyng wounded to death died in Hospitalles and other places, whiche groue after was made a churche yarde, and for feare of Wolues enclosed with a high walle. AFTER this dolorus iorney and piteous slaughter, diuerse clerckes of Paris made many lamentable Verses, complainyng that the kyng reigned by will, and that coiisaillers wer perciall, affirrnyng that the noble men fled fagainst nature, and that the commons were destroyed by their prodigalite, declaryng also that the clergy wer dombe and durst not saie the truth, and that the humble comons duely obeyed and yet euer suffred ponishement: For whiche cause by persecucion deuine, the lessc numbre vanquished, and the great was ouercome. Wherfore thei concluded that all thynges were out of ordre, and yet there was no man that studied to bryng the unruly to frame. And no meruel though this battaill were dolorus and lamentable to the Freuche nacion, for in it were taken and slayn the flower of all the nobilite of Fraunce, for there wer taken prisoners- * Charles duke of Orleaunce nephew to the Frenche kyng. Ihon duke of Burbone. The young Lorde of Dynchy, Ihon of Craon lord of Dommart. Sir Ihon of Vawcort The Lorde of Fossenx. Sir Arthure Bremyer. The Lorde of Humyers. Sir lenet of Poys. The Lorde of Roye. The sone & heirc of the lord Ligny. The Lorde of Cauny. Sir Gylbert de lawney. Sir Borsqueret lorde of Hiicourt. The Lorde Daneobe in Ternoys and dtThe lorde of Noell called the whit knight uerse other to the numbre of fiftene and Bado his sonne. hudred knightes and Esquiers besyde Lorde Boncequalt Marshall of Fraunce the common people, whiche died in Engliid. There wer slain of nobles and gentlemen. Charles lorde Delabreth hie Constable Anthony duke of Brabant brother to of Fraunce^ the duke of Burgoyn. Jaques of Chastilon lorde of Dapier Edward duke of Barre. Admirall of Fraunce. Therle Neuers brother to J duke of Burr The Lorde Rambures Master of the goyn. Crossebowes. Sir Robert Barre erle of Marie. Sir Guyshard Dolphyn greate Master of The erle of. Vawdemont. Fraunce; The erle of Bawmont Ihon duke of. Alaunson. The erle of Graundpre. The

  

  
    Page 81
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 25.92% accurate
    72. ", THE. III. YERE OF The erle of Rqussy. The lord of Loguale his brother. The erle of Faucenberge. The lord of Mawley & his sonne. The erle of Foys. The lord of Diuirie. The erle of Lestrake. The lord of Newffile. The lorde Boys of Burbon. The lord of Galigny. The Vidane of Amias. The lord of Rocheguiche. The lord of Croy'e. The Vicedane of Lamoys. The lord Belly. The lord de Laligier. The lord Dauxcy. The lord of Baffremont. The lord of Brenew. The lord sainct Bris. The lord of Paix standard berar. The lord of Coutes and his sonne. The lord of Crcquy. The lord of Nannes & his brother. The lord of Lowrey. The lord of Ront. The Baily of Amience & his sonne. The lord of Applincort. The lord of Raynuale. The lord Delariuer with diuerse other vvhiche I leaue out for tediousnes. But surely by the relacion of the Heraultes and declaracion of other notable persons worthy of credite as Enguerrant writeth, there were slain on the Frenche parte aboue ten thousande persones wherof wer princes and nobles bearyng banners Cxxvi. and all the remnant sauyng. xvi. C. wer knightes esquiers and gentlemen : so of noble men and gentlemen were slain, viii. M. iiii. C, of the whiche. v. C. wer dubbed knightes the night before the battaill. Fro the felde escaped on Hue, the erle Dampmartyn, the lorde Delariuier, Clunet of Brabante, sir Lewes of Burbon, sir Galiot of Gaules, sir Ihon Dengermes and fevve other men of name. OF Englishemen at this battaill wer slain Edward duke of Yorke therle of Suffolk, sir Richard Kikely & Dauygame esquire, & of al other not aboue. xxv. if you wil geue credite to such as write miracles: but other writers whom I soner beleue, affirme that there was slain aboue v. or vj. C. persons, whiche is not vnlike, considryng y the battail was earnestly and furiously fought by the space of three long houres wherfore it is not incredible nor vet vnpossible but more Englishmen then fine and twenty were slain and destroyed. TH IS battail maie be a mirror and glas.se to al Christian princes to bcholde and folowe, for kyng Henry nether trusted in the puissaunce of his people, nor in the fortitude of his champions, nor in the strength of his bardcd horses, nor yet in his owne pollicy, but he putte in GOD (whiche is the corner stone and immouable rocke) his whole cofidence hope & tru.
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. Ctf London with ri'che crosses, suptcous copes & massy cesers receiued hym at. s. Thomas of Wateryng with solepne procession laudyng and praisyng God for the high honor and victory ; to hymgeuen & graunted: but all these thynges I omit and returne to the very matter. WHEN the dolorus tidynges of this bloudy battail was declared to the Frenche kyng beyng then at Roan, and with hym the Dolphyn, the dukes of Berry and Briteyne and his second sonne therle of Ponthew, if he lamented this chaunce and cursed that euill daie in the whiche he lost so many noble men, no man haue maruaill. And yet the dolor was not onely his, for the ladies souned for the deathes of their husebandes, the Orphalines wept and rent their heares for the losse of their parentes, the faire damoselles defied that day in the whiche they had lost their paramors, the seruates waxed mad for dcstruccio of their masters, and finally, euery frend for hisfrend, euery cosynfor his alye, euery neighbor for his neighbor, was sorry, displeased & greued. Wherfore the Frenche kyng and his counsaill perceiuyng that the war was but newly begon, and that towarde them with euill spede, determined to prouide for chances that might folowe, and to forsee thynges or thei sodainly happened. And first he elected his chief officer for the warres called the Constable, whiche wes therle of Arminack, a wise and a pollitique capitain and an auncient enemy to thenglishmen, and sir Ihon of Corsey was made Master of the Crosbowes, and then they fortefied tounes & furnished garrisons. While these thynges were thus in workyng, either for Malencoly that he had for the losse at Agincourt or by some sodein desease, Ihon Dolphyn of Vienoys heire apparaunte to Charles the Frenche kyng departed out of this naturall life xvithout issue, whiche was an happy chaunce for Robynet of Bournouile and his compaignions as you haue heard before, for his death was their life, and his life would haue been their death. f THE FOURTH YERE. AFter this notable victory obteigned by the Englishemen and that kyng Henry was de- The. mi, parted into England, and the Frenche kyng had made newe officers in hope to releue and >'"e> sette vp again the olde estate of his realme and coutrie. Thomas duke of Excester capitain . of Harflew accompaignied with thre. M. Englishmen made a great roade into Normandy, almoste to the citee of Roan : In whiche iorney he gat great habundance bothe of riches, and prisoners. But in his returne therle of Arminacke newly made Conestable of Frauncc, entendyng in his first iorney to wynne his spurres, and in his compaignie aboue. v. M. horssemen, encountred with hym. The skirmishe was sore and the fight fierce, but because the Englishemen wer not able to resist the force of the Frenche horsemen, the duke to sane his men was compelled to retire, as politiquely as he could cleuise: But for all that he could do, he loste almoste. ccc. of his fotemen. The Frenchemen not contet with this good lucke . folowed theim almoste to the Barriers of Harflew. When the Englishemen within the toune . espied the chace, thei issued out in good ordre and met with their enemies, and not onely slew and toke a greate numbre of theim, but also chased them aboue eMite miles toward the citee of Roan. ABOVTE this ceason Sigismond Emperor of Almayn whiche had maricd Barbara douyhter to therle of zilie cosyn germain remoued to kyng Henry (as by the peel i "re set out in the end of this boke you shall plainly perciue) a man of greute vertuc and fidclilie, whiche had not onely long labored to set an vnitee and cocord in Christes clmrche and Christian religio, but also he sent diuerse Ambassadors aswel to y Freche kyng as to the kyn
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    74 THE. IIIJ. YERE OF the -Archebishop of Reynes and diuerse other noble men, as Ambassadors fro the Frcnche kyng into England. The kyng of England for old amitee betwene the hous of Englandeand Beame, withall his nobilitee hym receiued on Blackheth the. vii. daie of Maie, & brought him through London to Westminster with greate triurnphe, where lustes, tournayes and other marciall feates wer to hym with all ioye and pleasure shewed and set furth. Duryng whiche tyme there came into Englande Albert duke of hollande, whiche also was frendly entreteigned. And these two princes were by the kyng conueiged to Wynsore to. S. Georges feast, and elected compaignions of the noble ordre of the Garter, and had the color and habite of the same to theirn deliuered, and satte in their stalles all the solempnitee of the feast[: by the whiche ordre thei knowledged themselfes highly honored and muche exalted. After this solempne feast finished, the duke of Holland well feasted and greatly rewarded, returned into his countrie. But the Emperor taried stil, neuer ceasyng to declare & perswade what vtilitee, what goodnes and what ioye might ensue if bothe the realmes of Englande and Fraunce wer brought to a Snail concord and perfight vnitee. But the euill chaunce of the Frenche nacion was to his purpose a barre and a lette, because thei were predestinate to suff're yet more plagues and detrimentes of thenglishe people then before thei had tasted. For when concorde was at hand and peace was enteryng into the gates, a newe cause of more discord and dissencion sodainly brake out and came to the kynges knowledge: for he beyng informed of the losse of his me at the conflict late had in the territory of Roan (as you haue heard) was so displeased and vnquieted that he would heare of no treaty, nor haue once this word peace named. THE Emperor like a wise prince, seyng then the aspect of the planet reigned contrary to his purpose, ceassed to talke of that matter any more till another daie when the coniuccion should be in more meker signes stirryng to peace. And so when a mete & conueniet tyme came, he broched again the vessell of cocord and amitee, & put it in so faire a cup and presented it with suche pleasant wordes, that surely the kyng had tasted it sufficiently if y Frenchme had not sodainly prepared a new army. For therle of Arminacke puffed vp with his last victory, although the honor wer small and the gaine lesse, determined clerely to get again the toune of Harflewe, wherfore as closely as he could, he gathered together men in euery part, and appoincted them all to mete at Harflew at a daie assigned. The appoinctment was kept and the toune was besieged bothe by water & land before the capitaines of the toune knewe perfightly the first mocion. For Ihon Vicount Narbon Viceadmirall of Fraunce had brought the whole nauy to the riuage and shore adioy-r nyng to the toune, entendyng priuely to haue enterd into the toune on the water side or he had been perceiued. But his subtile ymaginacion toke no place, for thei which kept the watch toure, sodainly perceiuyng their enemies to approche, rang the alarum bell. The duke of Excester incontinent caused all his men to repaire to the walles, and fortified the gates, >and dispatched a swifte Barke to kyng Henry with letters, requiryng hym of aide and succor. Although the Frenchemen perceiued that their wyly enterprise was knowen, and that the toune could not be taken and sodenly stollen as they had deuised, yet they cotinued their siege both by water and by land, and made diuers assaultes, at the whiche if they nothyng gained, yet euer somewhat they lost. When these newes were come to the eares of kyng H&nry, and that he knew that his people were in great ieopardye excepte great diligence were vsed for their relief and deliuerance, he without delay apparelled a great, nauy & intended in person to minister succors to his subiectes so besieged. The emperor Sigismond sagely disuaded him and wisely counsailed him not to aduenture him selfe in that iorney, but only to send some valiant captain whiche shortly might appeace that furious storme & quickly to quenche that blasyng flame : aduertisyng hym that it was neither necessary nor honorable for a prince in whom the whole waight and charge of the comon welth consisteth, to aduenture & hazard him self in euery peril and doubtful chaunce. The kyng beyng persuaded with the reasonable and louyng aduertisment of his frende the emperor, appoincted the duke of Bedforde bis brother, accompanied with therles of Marche, Marshal, Oxford, 1 Hunt �
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. , 75 Huntyngdon, Warvvicke, Arundel, Salisbury, Deuonshire, and diuers Barons with. CC. sayle to passe into Normandy for reskew of the toune of Harflew. Whiche makyng good expedicion shipped at Rye, and with a prosperous wind and a freshegale came to the mouth of the riuer of seyn on the day of the Assumpcion Of our Lady. When the vicount Narbon perceiued the Englishe nauy to approche, he geuyng a token to ail his company, coragiously set toward his enemies & gate the possession of the mouth of the hauen. When the duke of Bedford perceiued the nauy of his enemies to come forward so fiersly, he set before certain strong and well made shippes, whiche at the fyrst encountre vanquished and toke two Frenche shyppes (wherof the capitaines were rashe and somewhat to bold) withal their souldiours and tackelyng. The duke folowed incotinently with all his puissance and like a valiant capitaine with great courage and audacitee, set on his enemies: the fight was long, but not so long as perilous, nor so perilous as. terrible, for battailes of the sea be euer desperate, for neither the assailauntes nor defendants loke for any refuge, nor know any backdore how to skape out. After long fight the victory fel to the Englishemen, and they toke and sonkc almost all the whole nauy of Fraunce, in the whiche were many shippes, hulkes and carikes to the nombre of fiue hundred, of the whiche. iii. great carickes were sent into England. In the same conflict were slaine of the Frenchemen no small nombre, as it appeared by their bodies which swarmed euery day about thenglishe shippes. AFTER this victory fortunately obteined, the duke of Bedforde sailed by water vp to to the very toune of Harflew, and without let or impediment landed and refreshed it both with vitaile and money. Which succours if they were welcome to the duke of Excetter his vncle, I reporte me to them that haue bene in necessitie and would haue gladly bene refreshed. WHEN the earle of Armynacke heard that the puissant nauye of Fraunce was vanquish-ed & taken, he raised his siege before the toune and returned with sinal ioy to Paris, as he that had no hope nor sawe any likelyhod or meane to recouer again the toune of Harflew for whiche he so sore thirsted. AFTER this discomfiture and great losse, the fortitude & stregth of the Frenchmen began to decay, & their braggyng beautie began to fade. For nowe the princes & nobles of the realme fel into diuision & discord among them selues, as who say, that the nobilitie studiyn" howe to reuenge their olde iniuries and displeasures, refused to take payne for thaduauncement of the publique wealth and saueguard of their countrey And for priuy displeasure couert or hatred, their power began to wexc so slender, & their libertie was brought intosuche a malicious diuersitie and doubtful difference, that as herafter shalbe shewed, it was merueil that their coutrey was not brought to a perpetual bondage : whiche thing no doubt had tblowed if kyng Henry had lenger liued in this mutable worlde. For notwithstanding that the duke of Orleaunce the capitaine and head of the one faction was at that time captiue and prisoner in England, yet there grewe so muche priuy displeasure and cankard hatred betwene Charles the Dolphyn and Ihon duke of Burgoync, that while the one studied, compassed and deuised how to ouercome the other with armure or with pollicy, with dissimulacion or crafty coueyaunce, euery iorneiman of their faction, & eucry noble mil partaker with the one or the other, put all their whole study and diligence to auance forward their sect and part, and not one of them would take hede howc to resist and refell the present ieo- • pardye whiche was commyng out of Englad. And as one incouenicnce su fired many to t'oleJw so was it in Frauce at this tyme, for the French kyng was not of good memory, the war that was toward, semed both doubtful and perilous, the princes were vntrusty and at discord, and an hundreth mo thinges which might bryng the realme to extreme misery and vtter distructio as after you shal heare. WHEN the duke of Bedford had acheued his enterprise and performed his comission, bothe in raisyng the siege of Harflew and vitaylyng of the toune, he with no smal nombre of prisoners and great haboundance of pray aswell in shippes as prouision for the sea, returned L 2 into
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    76 THE. V. YKRE OF into England with great triumph and glory. For that victory he was not so muchc thftked of the kyng his brother, as lauded and praised by the Emperor Sieisraond beyng to him a straunger, whiche sayd openly happy are those subiectes whiche haue suche a kyng, but more happy is the kyng that hath suche subiectes. WHEN the Emperoure perceiued, that to inoue farther a peace, was but a vayne request, and to tarye lenger in Englande to procure an amitie was but losse of tyme, because he sawe the Englishemens myndes sore offended with the last siege of Harflew, with whiche facte, he hirnselfe was not wel cotent but greatly moued: Therfore leauyng all treaty and persuasion, he entred into a league and amitie with the kyng of England. Whiche confederacy least it shuld be broken, euery of the contractors studyed & deuised all waies & meanes possible howe to obserue it vnuiolated and preserue it vnbroken : whiche plain meanyng & true dealyng was to the both after, not only muche honor but great comoditie. When the Emperor had thus cocluded a league with the kyng of England and had doneal things in England accordyng as was thought necessary, he toke his iorney homeward into Garumny, and the kyng partel)' to shew'e him pleasure, and partely because of his owne affaires, associated him to his toune of Caleys. During whiche tyme the Duke of Burgoyn offerd to come to Caleys to speake with the Emperor and the kyng because he heard speake of the league and confederacy that was concluded betwene them. The kyng sent to the water of Grauelvng the duke of Gloucester his brother, and the earle of Marche to be hostages for the duke of Burgoyne, and sent also the earle of Warwicke with a noble company to coduct him to his presece At Griuielyng foorde the dukes met, and after salutacions done, the duke of Burgoyn was conueighed to Caleys, where of the Emperor & of the kyng he was highly feasted and welcommed. Duryng whiche tyme a peace was concluded betwene the kyng of England & the duke of Burgoyn for a certain space, cocerning onely the counties of Flauders and Arthoys, for the whiche cause the Frenche kyng and his sone were highly displeased. The duke of Gloucester also was receiued at Grauelvng by the earle Charoloys sonne to the duke of Burgoyne, & by him honorably conueighed to S. Orners & there lodged that night The 'next day the earle Charoloys came with diuers noblemen to visito the duke of Gloucester in his lodging, and when he entred into the chambre the dukes backe , was towarde him, talkyng with some of his seruantes, and did not se nor welcome the earle Charoloys at the fyrst entrey : but after he sayd to hym shortly without any great reuerence or comyng towarde him, you be welcome fayre cosyn, and so passed furth his tale with his seruates. The earle Charoloys for al his youth was not wel content, but suffred for that tyme. WHEN the duke of Burgoyn had done al thinges at Caleys that he came for he after the. ix. day returned to Grauelyng, where the duke of Gloucester and he met againe, and louyngly departed the one to Caleys and the other to sainct Omers: for the whiche voiage the dukeof Burgoyn was suspected to be enemy to the croune of Fraunce. After the dukes depart^ yng the Emperor was highly feasted and rewarded, and at his pleasure sailed into Holand, and so roade into Beame. The kyng likewise toke ship and returned into England on saincl, Lukes euen, the yere of our Lord M. CCCC. xvij. U THE FI FT YERE. . v, IN this yere the kyng assembled together his high courte of Parliament and there in open ycre- audience made to them a shorte and pithy Oracion, declaryng vnto them the iniuiies lately. dooiu. and committed by the Frenche mucion, he shewyng also the iust and laufujl occasion of his warres, signifiyng furthermore the great discord and ciuile dissencion whiche reigned amongest the nobilitie of Fraunce, rehersyng many thynges for the whiche it were very necessary and nedeful to represse & ouercome them withal their power & puissaunce, that without deferryng or prolongyng of tyme, desiryng the to prouide for money & treasure
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. treasure out of hand for the conduct & wages of souldiors, to thentent that nothing should lacke when they shuld be ready to set on their enemies, His causes wer so iust and liis dcmaudes so reasonable, that he had no soner spoken but it wa,s assented, and he had no soner demauded but it was graunted. And for to gcue men a courage for to go furlli, money was fyrst gathered to make prouision for al thinges necessary for such a royal \oiage: for surely there was no creature whiche with that war was either discotented or displeased, for it seined to al men no lesse profitable then honorable, nor no lease honorable then conuenient. IN this Parliament also Ihonduke of Bedford was made governor or regent of the realme and head of the publique welth which office he shuld enioy as long as the kyng was makyng warre on the French nacion. The kyng before he would take his voyage, sent the earle of Huntyngdon to serche and skoure the seas, least any Frenchmen Hyng in waite for him, might attrappe him sodenly or he had any knowledge of their settyng forward. This lusty earle called IhOn Holand, sone to the duke of Excetter behedded at Circiter in the tviue of Kyng Henry the fourth and cosyn to the kyng with a great nombre of shippes searched the sea from the one coast to the other. And in conclusion he encoutred with. ix. great carickes of leane (whiche Lord laques the bastard of Burbon had reteined to serue the Frenche kyng) & Set on the sharply, the conflict was great £ the fight long, but in conclusion the Frenchmen wer ouercome and fled, and. iij. of the greatest carickes with their patrones, and Monsure laques de Burbon their Admiral wer taken with asmuche money as should haue payed the souldiors of the whole flete for halfe a yere, and. iij. other carickes. wer bouged and sent to the botome of the sea. THE kyng hearyng of this good chaunce, about the ende of luly toke his ship at Portesmouth, accopanied with the dukes of Clarence and Gloucester brethren to the sayd kyng, the earles of Huntyngdon, Mershal, Warwike, Deuonshyre, Salisbury, Suftblke and Somerset: The Lordcs Kos»e, Wylloughby, Fitzhugh, Clynton, Scrope, Matriuers, Bourchier, Ferreys of Groby and Ferrers of Chartley, Fanhope, Gray of Codnore, sir Gilbert Vmfreuile, sir Gilbert Talbot & diuers other and so hauyng wynde and' wether to his desire, he laded in Normady nere a castle called Touque, wher he cosultcd with, his capitaines what way was best to be taken cocerning their high enterprise. THE Normans hearyng of the kynges arriual wer sodenly striken with a deadly feare and wer almost distracted fro their sences for dred, wher fore like mad men in desperacion. they ranneout of their houses, tonnes and villages withwiues and children bag and baggage, into the walled tounes and fortefied garrisons, cariyng with them come, wyne and vitaile necessary for their sustinance and liuyng, preparyng swordcs, hatchettes, crosbowes and al other weapons mete to set back and resist their enemies, sent worde to Charles the Frenche kyng, requirynghim to defend and preserue his louing subiectes.against their cruel and fierse enemies. The men of warre whiche were left in etiery place to skoure the countrey, went into walled tounes with the rural c6minaltee,to thentent to aide and assist the tounes men, for well they knewe that they were not able to resist their enemies beyng abroade in the felde. So were al the walled tounes and castles in Normandy and May newel furnished with men and vitaile. The names of the Frecnhe capitaines were totediousto reherse,'and therefore I ouerpasse them. WHEN kyng Henry had taken counsel, he layde siege to the castle of Touque beyn» very wel forrefied both with nature and mans arte and began to assault it : & although thai they within valiantly defended it, yet by fine force he ouercame it, & toke it, and them within to mercy & made therof capitaines sir Robert Kerkeley knight, and after determined to besiege the strong toune of Caen, remembryng according to the diitie of a good capitaine. that the Frcnchemen would come to healp'e their frendes beyng in nede and extreme necessitie: whiche thyng he most desired & wished. And vpo that purpose he set furth toward Caen after the warlikest fashion, depopnlatyng the coutrey, & destroiyng the villages on euery part as he passed. The toune of Caen standeth in a plaine fertile coutrey, no stronger walled then depe ditched, well vitayled and replenished with people. For

  

  
    Page 87
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.42% accurate
    78 THE. V. YERE OF For the citizens fearyng the kynges comynghad prouided for all thinges necessary & defensible. And assone as the kyng was come, he cast a dcpe trenche with a high mount to prohibite them within the toune to haue any egresse or outwarde passage : and that done, began fiersely to assault the toune. But the men of the toune were nothyng abashed and stode manly to their defence, abidyng all chaunces which might ensue. The tight was fierce and euery ma toke hecle to his charge. The Englishmen studied all the waies possible to damage their enemies, some shot arrovves, .some cast stones and other shot gonnes: some brake the walles with engynes and other vndermined : some set skalyng ladders to the wal, and other cast in wylde fyre,euery man laboured to come to handstrokes, whiche was their desyre. On the other side, the Normans threwedoune great stones, barres of yron, dartes hote pitche and burnyng brimstone and boylyng lead. Diuers daies this assault cotinued, not to the lytle losse of the Englishmen, whiche toke more harme of the defeders then they gat hurt of the assailantes. When kyng Henry perceiued that the dice rane not to his purpose, he abstained from the assault, & determined by vnderminyng to subuert and ouerthrowe the walles and towers of the toune. Wherfore withal diligence the pyoners cast trenches & the laborers brought tymber, so that within a fewe daies the walles stode only vpo postes to fal when fyrc should be put to it. The kyng caused his people to approache the walles and to kepe the citizens occupied, least either theyshuld make acoutremyne or be an impediment to his workeinen and laborers. Wherfore he caused thassanlt to be cried againe: then euerye man ranne to the walles, some with skalyng ladders, some with hokes and some with cordes and plommetes, euery man desiryngto get vpo the walles and with hand to hand to graple with his enemy: The citezens man fully defended. While the fight was quicke and fierse on both partes, the Englishmen in diuers places perccd and brake through the walles, and diuers ouertures and holes were made vnder the foundacion by the pyoners, by the whiche thenglishmen might easely entre into the toune. The kyng hauyng copassion on the tonnes men, desiryng rather to Imue them saued then destroyed if they wold humbly submyt the selues to his grace, & fearyng that if the toune by fine force should be spoyled and taken, that he should be compelled to geue it as a pray to his men of warrc to be sacked and destroyed, sent them worde by an Herault that yet was tyme of mercy and clemency if they would incontinently rendre them selues & the toune: But they obstinately hopyng of succour, answered that they would stand at their defence. Then the Englishmen again skaled the walles and enlerprised to enter through the trenches. The fight was sore by the spaca of an houre, the Englishmen coragiously enforced to enter, and the Normans manfully defended, but inconclusion the Englishmen obteined. WHEN the kyng was possessed of the toune, he incontinently comaunded all barneys and weapons to be brought into one place, whiche with all diligence was done without any resistence. Then the miserable people knelyng on their knees, holding vp their handes, cried mercy, mercy, to whom the kyng gaue certaine comfortable wordes & bad them stand vp. And then as he was euer accustomed to do, he went on foote to the chief churche in the toune and rendred to God his most heartie thankes for his prosperous successe and fortunate chauce. And yet that same night he would not slepe, but comaunded al his armye to watche in aray, either least his men of warre in the ni^ht tyme mi^ht fal to spoyle & sacke, or els the citizens fearyng the sequele that might ensue would priuely steale and conueigh them selues away. IN the mornyng he called all the magestrates and gouernours into the Senate house where some for their stony stubbernes and mad obstinacy were adiudged to dye, other were sore fined and highly raunsomed. Then he callyng together his soufdiors and men of war, bothe gaue to the high laudes and praises for their manly doyuges, and also distributed to euery man accordyng to his desert the spoyle & gaine taken of the toune & the tounesmen chi< fly because at that assault he had tried to his honor their valiant corages and vnfearful liertes. IT is to be imagined that kyng Henry in this conflict would principally shewe aswell his, owne
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    HENRY THE. V. 79 owne force as the puissance and experience in warres of his nacion, ether to the intent tlmt the Frenchemen should know that they mette with suche an enemy as both was able to inuade their countrie and defend their strength & malice, or els not obliuious that in makyng of warre euery prince muste study to obtain fame and renoune: and as the old prouerbe saieth, of a thyng well begone, succedeth a prosperous ende and a happy conclusion. ALTHOVGH the toune were wonne, yet the castle whiche was strong and well fortified bothe with men and all thynges necessary for the defence, was yet in the Frenchmens possession: The capitain where of, to thontent to shewe hyrnself valiant and not willyng to breake his othe, nether to wauer from his allegeance, bosted that he would rather dye in the defence then frely yeld the castle. Kyng Henry was not minded to subuert the Castle (without whiche waie it was not easy to bee wonne) because it was beautit'ull and necessary, both to kepe the toune fro goyng backe, and also to defend the same when opportunitee should serue: Whiche Castle if he destroyed, he of very necessitee must again build and reedifie, or els another in the place. Wherfore he sent worde to the lorde Mountayny beyng capitain, that if he would yelde the castle by a daie, he should depart without clainmage, And if he would be foolishe and obstinate, all clemency and fauor should be from hym se_questred. When the capitain and his compaignions had well digested his message, beyng in dispaire of cofort, vpon the condicion offred, rendred the castte and yelded thernselfes. And so kyng Henry obteigned bothe the toune and castle of Caen. WHILE the Kyng of England was besiegyng this toune, the Frenchmen had nether a conuenient hoste to resist their power, nor wer ready or able to releue their frendes in. this miserable necessite, because thei had such diuision and dissencion emongest themselfes, and a good cause why: for kyng Charles was of so small wit by reason of his sicknes, that he could not rule, and so he was spoyled both of his treasure and of his kyngdoine, and euery man spente and wasted the common treasure. Charles the Dolphin being of the age of. xvi. or. xvij. yeres onely lamented and bewailed the ruyne and decaye of his countrie: He onely studied thaduancement of the comon wealth, and he onely deuised how to resist his enemies: but hauyng nether inenne nor money, he was greatly troubled and vnquieted. And in conclusion, by the counsaill of therle of Armynacke Constable of Fraunce he founde a meane to get all the treasure and riches whiche quene Isabell his mother had gotten and horded in diuerse secrete places : and for the comon vtilite of his countrie he spente it wisely in wagyng of souldiors and preparyng of thinges necessary for the war. The queue forgettyng the great perel that the realtne then stode in, but reinebryng y displeasure to her by this act dooen, declared her sonne and the Constable to be her mortall enemies, & promised that they should be persecuted to the vttermoste. And e'uen for very womanly nmlice, she set in the highest authoritie aboute the kyng her husband, Ihon duke of Burgoyn geuyng hym the regiment and direccion of the kyng and his real me with all preheminence and soueraintie. The duke of Burgoyn hauyng now the sworde of authoritie, for the whiche he so sore longed and glad to be reuenged of his old iniuries, began to make warre on the Dolphyn: and when he had once tamed and framed to his purpose this young unbrideled gentleman, then he determined as he might to refell and withstandc the come enemies of the realme. The same or like reason moued the Dolphin, for he myndyng first to represse and extincte the ciuill dissencion at home, before he would inuade forain enemies, prepared warre tosubdew and destroy duke Iho of Burgoyn as the chief bed & leader of that wicked and great mischief: Wherby the realme was muche vnquieted & more decayed, and in maner brought to a final ruvne and vtter destruccion. So Fraunce was inflamed and in euery part troubled with warr and deuision, and yet no man would ether prouide in so great a danger, nor once put furth their finger to hynder the mischief. KYNG Henry not myndyng to lye still in Normandy, nor to leaue his enterprice vnperformed, sent the duke of Clarence to the sea coast, whiche with great difficulty gate the toune
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    80 THE. V. YERE OF toune of Bayeux. The duke of Glqcestre also with small assault and lesse defence toke the citee of Liseaux. In the meane ceason Kyng Henry taried still at Cane fortefiyng the toune and the castle, and put out of the toune. xv. C. women and impotent persons, and replenished the toune with English people. While the kyng soiourned at Caen, he kepte there a soletnpne feast and made many knightes, and beside that, he shewed there an example of greate pitee & more deuocion. For in searchyng the castle he found there innumerable substance of plate and money belongyng to the citezens, wherof he would net suffre one peny to be touched or conueighed away, but restored the goodes to the owners and deliuered to euery ma his oAvne. 'When the fame of gettyng of Caen was blowen through Normandy, the Normans \ver so sore afraied & so muche abasshed that you should not onely haue seen men, women & children ronnyng in euery waie by great plopes fro toune to toune, not knowyng whether to flie: but also the rurall persones and huseband men draue the beastes out of the villages into suche places where thei hoped of refuge or defence: so that a man would haue thought that Normandy had sodainly been left desolate and voyde of people and cat ell. But when the rumor was spred abroade of his clemencie shewed to captiues and of his mercy graunted Ho suche as submitted themselfes to his grace, all the capitaines of the tounes adioynyng came willingly to his presece, offryng to hym them selfes, their tounes and their goodes. Wherupon he made proclamacion that all men whiche had or would become his subiect.es and swere to hym allegeance should enioy their goodes and liberties in as large or more ample ?«aner then they did before. Which gentle entreteinyng and fauorable hadlyng of the stubburne Normans, was the very cause why they wer not only content, but also glad to remoue and turne from the Frenche part and become subiectes to the croune of Englande. WHEN kyng Henry had set Caen in a good ordre, he left there, for capitaines, the one of the toune and the other of the Castle, sir Gilbert Vmfreuile erle of Kyne, and sir Gilbert Talbot: and made bailife ther sir Ihon Pophane, and so departed fro Caen to Argenton whiche was shortly redred to hym. Then all these tounes folowyng without stroke striken yelded to hym, in whom he made captames these persons whose names ensue. At Creuly, sir Henry Tanclux an Almaine. At Thorigny, sir Ihon Popharn to whom the toune was geue. At Boyeux, the lorde Matrauerse. At Argenton, the lorde Grey Codner. At Chamboy, the lorde Fizghugh, and made him lord of the same. At Vcmoyle in Perche, sir Ihon Neuell. At Alfiso the duke of Gloucester & his leuetenat sir Raufe Letal. At Essay, sir William Hoddelston baylif of Alanson. At Faloys, sir Henry Fitzhugh. At Cruly, sir Loys Robset. At Conde Norean, sir Ihon FastolfFe. Diuerse tounes likewise yelded to the duke of Clarence wherein he putte these Capitaynes. At y cite of Lisieux, sir Iho Kikley. At Fangernon, Ihon saint Albon. At Cowrton, Ihon Awbyn. At Creuener, sir Ihon Kerby to whom it At Barney, William Houghton. was geuen. At Charnbroys, lames Neuell. At Annilliers, Robert Horneby. At Becheluyn, therle Marshall. At Ragles, sir Ihon Arthure. At Harecort, Richard W'oduile esquyer. At Fresheney le Vicount, sir Robert Brent. Likewise diuerse tounes in the country of Constantine wer surrendered to the duke of Gloucester, where he appoyncted these capitaines. At Cauenton, the lorde Botraux. At Chiergurg, the lord Grey Codner and At Seint Clow, Reignold West. after his decease, sir water HungerAt Valoignes, Thomas Burgh. ford. At
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 81 At Pont Done, Dauy Howel. At Hambery the erle of Suftblke, lorde At the Hay Dupayes, sir Ihon Aston of the same place by gift. Bayly of Constantine. At Briqueuile, thesaied Erie by gift also. At Costiices, the lord of Burgainy, At Anranches, sir Philip Halle, Bayly of At Seint Saluior le Vicount, sir Ihon Alanson. Robset. At Vire the lorde Matrauers. At Pontorso, sir Robert Gargrane. At Sainct lames de Bewron, the same lorde. WHEN the Kyng of Englande wanne thus in Normandy, his nauy lost nothyng on the sea, but so skowred the stremes that nether Frencheman nor Briton durst once appere, howbeit one day there arose so hideous a tempest and so terrible a storme, that nether cable held nor anker preuailed, so that if the erles of Marche and Huntyngdon had not taken the haue of Southampto, the whole nauie had perished and the people had been destroyed, and yet the sauegard was straunge: For in the same hauen two Balyngers and two great Carickes laden with marchaundise wer drouned, and the broken Maste of another Caricke was blowen ouer the wall of Hapton (as diuerse writers affirme) such is the power of the wynd, and suche is the rigonre of the tempest. Whe the fury of the wynd was asswaged and the sea waxed calme, tlierles of Marche and Huntyngdon passed ouer the sea with all their compaignie and landed in Normandy marchyng towarde the kyng, before whom the Normans fled as fast as the fearfull hare dooth before the gredy Greyhounde, or the sely Partridge before the Sparowhauke. And so they passed through the countrie destroiyng of villages and takyng paines till thei came to tiie kyng goyng towarde Roan. Duryng this marciall feactes and greate conqnestes in Normandy, sir Ihon Oldecastle lord Cobham whiche was as you haue heard before was conuicted of heresy, and proclaimed a rebell, and vpon the same outlawed and brake out of the toure, was now as his fortune chauneed apprehended in the Marches of Wales by the Lorde Powes, and so restored to his olde lodgyng in the toure, where his kepers loked more narrowly to hym then thei did before. After whiche takyng, he was drawen from the toure on a hardell to Sainct Gilesfelde, and there hanged in chaynes and after consumed with fire. Well now leauyng the matters of Englande let vs returne to the affaires in Normandy. f THE SIXT YERE. AFter kyng Henry had thus victoriously obteined so many touhes and so many fortresses The. v-: from the possession of his enemies, and that his great fame and litle personage was the >cre> whole terror and feare of the Frenche nacion, he ymagined with hymself that he had nothyng doen nor any thyng gotten excepte he brought the famous citee of Roan beyng the Empery and diademe of the Duchy of Normandy into his possession & dominion, to the whiche out of euery parte the Normans had conueighed their money lewelles and houshold stuffe : And whiche citee sithe his firste arriuall thei had not onely walled and fortressed with many rampiers & strong bulwarkes, but also with valiat capitaines and hardy souldiours to no small numbre. Wherfore he set forward his army toward the toune called Pontlarche standyng vpon the Riuer of Seyne. viij. mile from Roan betwene Paris and Roan. When When the Frenchernen whiche kepte the passage heard of the kynges approchyng, thei gathered together a great nurnbre of men of war re redy to defend and prohibite the passage, apoint- • yng another a band of men if thei failed to kepe the farther side of the bridge and to watche and hourely attend that he nether by bote nor by vessel should eskapc any maner of wave. When he came to the toune, first he sette forwarde towarde the bridge, whiche when he sa\ve it so well defended that it would not without greate losse be obteigned, sotlainly he blewe the retraite and reculed almoste a myle backward, where in a pleasant place by the riuers side he pitched his Campe : and in the night season, what with boles and barges, what with howeshedes and pipes he conueighed ouer the brode riuer of Seyne a greate compaignie of his arraie. without any resistaunce of his enemies. For thei whiche wer on the hethersicle of M Seyne,
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    82 THE. VI. YERE OF Seyne, thynkyng that thenglishmen had gone to conquere some other place folowed the not but studied how to defed their toune (whiche was ynough for them to- do). When the king saw that his men wer on the qtherside of the water, he the next day earely returned to ihe toune and assauted it on hothe the sides. When thinhabitantes perceiued that contrary to their cxpectacio they wer copassed & beset by their enemies and sawe no hope of refuge or succor, with humble hert and no great ioy rendered vp the toune. And so the kyng hauvng no let or impediment determined to besiege and assault the citee and castle of Roan for the whiche he had taken diuerse long and tedious iornayes, and sent before hym his vncle the lorde Thomas duke of Excester with a great compaignie of horssemen and Archers, whiche with banner displayed came before the toune and sent to the capitaines Wyndsore a heraulte at armes, wiliyng them to deliuer the toune to the kyng his Master, or els he would persecute them with fire, bloud and sworde. To who they proudly answered, that none thei receiued of hym, nor none thei would deliuer, except by fyne force ,thei wer therunto copelled. And to declare theselfes valiant capitaines & hardy men of war, there issued out of the toune a great band of men of annes & encoutred fiercely with theglish men, whiche like men nether afraied nor astonied manfully them receiued & with fyne force draue them into the toune again, leuyng with the Englishmen, xxx. of their compaignie prisoners and ded persons. The duke with. this good t>pede and proude aunswer of the Frenche capitaines, returned to the kyng to whom was rendred alitle before y toune of Louierg, \vhiche he gaue to his said brother the duke of Clarence, whiche made there his deputie sir Ihou Godard knight. The duke of Excester also had newly taken the citee of Eureux and made eapitain ther sir Gilbert Halsall knight. When the duke of Excester was returned to Fontlarchas you haue heard, the capitaines of Roan set fire on the suburbes, bet doune Churches, cut doune trees, shrede the busshes, destroyed the vines round about the citee, to thentent that thenglishmen should haue no relief nor comfort ether of lodgyng or fewell. Thecitee of WHEN the kyng heard of their dispitefull doynges, he with his whole army remoued from Roan b< e- pont]arcnC} anci t[ie ]ast 
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 83 fqre Roan and besieged it on the water side. To this siege came the duke of Gloucester with therle of Suliblke and the lor'de of Burgainy whiche had taken the toune of Chierburgh and \ver lodged before tho porte of Sainct Hillarij nerer their enemies by fortie roddes then any other j er^ones of the annie. DVRYNG this siege arriued at Harflew the lord of Kylmaine in Ireland with a band of xvi. liundreth Iieshrnen armed in uiayle with dartes and skaynes after the tnaner of their countrey, all talle, quickc and deliuer persons; which came and presented them selues before the kyng liyng styl at the siege : of whom they were not onely geoitely entertained, but also (because that the kyng was informed that the Frenche kyng and tlie duke of Burgojn would shortly come, and either rayse the siege or vitaile or ma the toune at the North gate) thei wer appointed to kepe the Northsyde of the army, and in especial the way that cometh from the forest of Lyons. Whiche charge the lord of Kylmaine &, his company ioyfully accepted & did so their deuoyre, that no men wer more praised nor did more damage to their enemies then they did for surely their quickncs and swiftnes did more prejudice to their enemies, then their great barded horses did hurt or damage the nimble Irishmen. THVS was the fay re cytie of Roan compassed about with enemies besieged by princes, and beset about both by water and laude, hauyng neither comfort nor aide of kyng nor dolphyn. And although the army were strong without, yet within there lacked neither hardy capitaynes nor manful souldiors. And as for people, they had more then ynowe, for as it was written by him that knew the nombre and had no occasio to erre from the trueth, there were at the time of the siege within thedtie, of christen people CC. and ten thousand persons.    Dayly wer issues made out of the cytie at diuers portes, sometyme thenglishmen gat, at another time the Frenchmen saued, somtyme neither of both either got or saucd : for surely the capitaines and men of warre within the toune settyng more by honor then by life, preferryng fame before worldly riches, dispisyng pleasure & vilependyng fearfull heartes, svvare eclie to other netier to render or deliuer the toune while they mighteither hold sworde in hand or putsnerein rest. The kyng of England beyng aduertised of their haute courages and high stomackes, determined to co.nqnere them by famyne whiche would not be tamed by weapon. Wherfore he'stopped all the passages both by water and land that no vitaile could be coueighed to the cytie, he cast trenches rounde about the wallcs and set them ful of stakes and defended the with archers, so that they within could haue no way out ether to inuade their enemies (or if they could) to depart and relinquishe their fortresse and cytie. One day tidynsres wer tayned that the Frenche kyng approched with al his power to raise the siege & reskew the cytie : Wherfore kyng Uery comaunded al men to lye in their barneys lest they might by some subtile cautel be surprised vmvare and taken vnprouided. But the Freche kyng neither came nor sent, to the great wonder of thenglishmen. This siege thus continuyrig from Lammas almost to Christmas, diuers enterprises were attempted and diuers polices were deuised how euery part might dau age and hurte his aduersary and enemy, but no part mnche reioysed of their gaine. Duryng whiche tvme, vitayle began sore to faile within the toune, so that only vinegsr & water serued for drinke. If 1 should rehcrse accordyng to the writyng of diuers authors, not onely howe deare dogges, rattes, myse and cattes wer solde within the toune: but how gredely they were by the poore ' people eaten and deuoured, and also howe the people died" day ly for faute of foode, and how yong infates lay suckyng in the stretes on their mothers brestes liyng dead, staruen for hunger, you would more abhorre the lothsome doyuges then reioyse at their miserable mischrice. The riche men within the toune put out at the gates the pore and indigent creatures whiehe were by thenglishmen that kept the trenches beaten & driuen backe againe to, the gates of the toune, whiche against them were closed and barred. So this miserable people vncomfortably forsaken & vnnaturally despised of their owne nacion and housholde felowes, betwene the walles of their cytie and the treches of their enemies lay styl ciiyng for helpe and n-lief, for lacke wherof innumerahle scly solles dayly died and hourely starued. Yet kyng Henry nioued with pitie & stirred with copassion in the honor of
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    THE. VI. YERE OF of Christes natiuitie on Christmas day refreshed all the poorc people with vitayle to their great comfort & relief: for the whiche act they not only thanked, lauded and praised the kyng of England, but also praied to God for his preseruacion and furtherance, and for the hynderance and euil successe of their vnkynd citezens & vncharitable country men. Tins miserable famyne dayly more and more encreasyng so daunted the heartes of the bold capitaynes, & so abated the courages of the riche burgesses, and so turmeted the bodies of the poore citezens, that the stout souldiour for fai nines could skase welde his weapon, nor the riche tnarchaunt for money could not bye a sheuer of bread : so that the cominaltie cried to the captaines, and the nedy people besought the lorcles to haue compassion on them, and to inuent some way for their succor and comfort. The gouernours of the tonne, after long consultacion had, consideryng the great necessitie that they were in, and seyng none apparence of succour or relief, determined it both necessary and conuenient to treate with the kyng of England. And so vpo Newyeres euen ther came to the walles at the gate of the bridge diuers comissioners appoincted by the capitaines, whiche made a signe to the englishemen liyng without to speake with some gentleman or other person of authorise. The earle of Huntingdon whiche kept that part sent to them sir Gilbert Vmfrcuilc, to who they declared that if they might haue a guvde or a safcconduite they would gladly speake with the kyng. Syr Gilbert promised not onely to do theyr message, but also to cerlifie the of the kinges pleasure & purpose. Whiche comunicacion ended, he repaired to the duke of Clarence and other of the kynges counsail, adnertisyng the of the request of the citezens, whiche incStinent assembled theselucs in the kynges lodgyng, where sir Gilbert Vmfreuile wysely and soberly declared to the kyng the myndes and intentes of the citezens. The kyng like a graue prince consideryng that a thyng gotten without effusion of Christen blond is both honorable and profitable, and sawe that the haute corages of the braggyng Frenchmen wer now by his hard besiegyng sore abated and almost tamed, thought it conuenient to hcare their lowly peticion and humble request and so willed sir Gilbert to aduertise them that he was content to heare. xii. of them whiche should be safely coueighed to his presence : With this answere sir Gilbert departed and made relacion therof to the capitaynes standyng at the gate. Whiche on the next day in the rnornyng appointed, iiii. knightes. iiii. lerned men and. iiii. sage burgesses al clothed in blacke to go to the kyng of Englad. These, xii. persons were receiued at the port sainct Hillarij by sir Gilbert Vmfreuile accompanied with diuers gentlemen and yomen of the kynges houshold, comonly called yomcn of the croune, and conueighed to the kynges lodgyng, who they found at Masse. When the deuine seruice was finished king Henry gorgeously apparelled and sumpteously adourned came out of his trauers, fiersely and princely beholdyng the Frenche messegers and passed by them into his chambre. After him incontinently the. xii. ambassadours wer conueighed, amongest who one learned in the ciuile law, more arrogant then learned & yet not so arrogant as vndiscrete sayd these wordes. Right high and mightie prince, right noble and puissant kyng, if you wyl with your selfe diligently cdsider wherein consisteth the glory of victorye and the triumph of a conquerour, you shall plainly perceiue, that the type of honor is in the tamyng of proud men, ouercomyng of valiant sou-ldiors and subdu~ yng of strong cyties and popnlus regions, and not in slaiyng christen people by hunger thirst and famine, in whiche consisteth neither manhod, wit nor policy. Alas, regard you your honor, and se yonder great multitude of miserable people criyng for meat and wepyng for drinke and diyng for lacke of succour and relief. What glory shall you obtayne in killyng of wretches by famyne, whiche death of all deathes is most to be despised and abhorred. If you wyl shew your selfe charitable before God, or merciful before men, let al our poore people whiche wyl depart out of our cytie passe through your campe to get their liuyng in other places, and then manfully assaut our cytie, & by force (if you dare) subdue and conquere it. And if your enterprise succede fortunately (as a thing that is very doubtful) in this doyng you shall not onely obtaine worldly glory and terrestrial victory for ouercommyng the strong and puissant men of armes and the riche eytie, but also merite much before God for
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    KVNG HENRY THE. V. 85 for deliueryng and hauyng compassion of the poore ucdy and indigent persons. , When this Orator had sayd, the kyng, whiche no request lesse suspected then that whiche was thus desired, began a while to muse: And when he had wel perceiued the crafty cautel and fraudulent inuencion of the 1'renche messengers, he with a fierse countenance and a hold spirit made to them this answer saiyng : Thynke you O fatastical Frenchmen that I am so ignorant and so brutal that I cannot perceiue your double dealyng and crafty conueighhaunce : ludgc you me so simple that I know not wherin the glory of a coqueror cdsisteth. Esteme you me so ignoraunt that I perceiue not what craftes and warlike pollices by strong enemies are to be subdued and brought to subiection : yes, yes, I am not so loiteryng a Iruand as to forgette so good a lesson. And if these thynges be to you blynd and obscure I wyl declare and open them to you. The goddesse of warre called Edlona (whiche is the cor• 1 -111 •••! JL 1 i' /"• J r ' 1 rectnce of princes for right witholdyng or imurie doyng, and the plage or uod tor euil liuyng and vntrue demeanor amongest subiectes) hath these, iii. handmaides euer of necessitie attendyng on her, bloud, fyre, and famine, whiche thre damosels be of that force & strength that euery one of them alone is able and sufficient to turrnent and afflict a proud prince : and they all ioyned together are of puissance to destroy the most populous countrey and most richest region of the world. If I by assaultyng of your toune should seke your bloud (although I gained as I doubt not but I should) yet my gaine wer not cleare without some losse of my people. If I set your cytie on fyre, and so consume it and you also, then haue I lost that precious iewel for the whiche I haue so sore longed and so long laboured. Therfore to saue myne owne people (which is onepoinct of glory in a capitaine) and to preserue the toune whiche is my lauful and iust inheritaunce : And to saue as many of you as wil not willyngly be destroied, I haue appointed the mekest maide of the thre damosels to afflict and plage you tyll you be bridled and brought to reason, which shalbe when it shal please me and not at your appointment : And therfore I say and affirme that the gayne of a capitaine by any of these thre handmaides is bothe glorious, honorable and triumphant, but of all thre the yongest maide is in all thinges most profitable and comodious. Now to answer to your demaundes, as touching the pore people Hyng in the ditches, I assure you I more lament your lacke of chantie toward your christen brethre ye and your owne nacion of one language and one countrey, then I reioyce at the vndoyng of so many creatures and castyng away of so many enemies. You like tirantes put the out of the toune to thentent that I should slay them, and yet I haue saued their Hues. You would neither geue them meat nor drinke, and yet I beyng their mortal enemy haue succoured and releued them : so that if any vncharitie be, it is in you, if any shame or reproche be taken, receiue it your selfe, for you be the doers. If I haue done them good let God rewarde me, for I loke of them no thankes, if you haue done them cuil so shal you be done to. And as to suffre your pore people to passe out of the cytie through my campe, no, no, I wyll not so accomplishe your cloked request, but you shall kepe them styl to helpe to spend your vitailes : And as to assault your toune, I wil you know it that I am therto both able and willyng as I se tyme & occasion : but seyng the choice is in my hand to tame you either with bloud, fyre, or famyne, or with all, I wyl take the choice at my pleasure & not at yours. And with that the kyng with a frownyng countenaunce departed fro them to his chambre and comaunded them to dine with his officers. WHEN he was departed, the Frenchmen began to marueil at his excellent wit, and to muse at the hautnes of his courage, and after they had dined and consulted together, they required once againe to haue accesse to his royal presence, whiche when it was to them grauted, they humblyng them selues on their knees besought him to take a truce for. viii. daies, in the whiche they might by their commissioners take some ende and good conclusion with him and his counsail. The kyng like a piteous prince rather couetyng the preseruacion of the people, then their destruction, after good deliberation taken, grauted to them their askyng, with the whiche answere they ioyously returned, AFTER their departure were appointed and set vp. iii. riche tentes, the one for the lordes of
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    85 THE. VI. YERE OF of England to consult together, the second for the commissioners of the cytie, and y third for both partes to argue and debate the matter. The cdtnissitiners for the Englishe part wer the erles of Warwike & Salsbury, the lord Fitzhugh, sir water Hungerford, sir Gilbert Vrafreuiie, sir Ihon Robsert & Ihon de Vasques de Almada. And for the French part wer appointed sir Guy de Butteler &. vi. other. DVHYNG this truce, euery day the comissioners met, the Englishmen accused, and the Frenchmen excused, the Englishmen demaunded muche, and the Frenchmen profered lytle. Thus with arguyng & reasonyng the. viiii. day came and notliyng was done, nor one article concluded. Wherfore the Englishmen toke doune the tentes & the Frenchmen toke their leaue, but at their departyng, they remembryng them selues required the Englishe lordes for the loue of God that the truce might continue tyl the sunne risyng the next day, to the whiche the lordes sone assented. When the Frenchmen wer returned to Roan, so*denly in al the tonne sprong a rumour that the truce was expired and nothyng determined. Then the poore people ranne about the stretes like frantike persons, shoutyngand criyng and callyng the captaines and gouernors murtherers and manquellers, saiyng that for their pride & stytfe stomacke al this misery was happened in the toune, threatenyng to slay them if they would not agre to the kyng of Engludes demaund and request. The Magistrates beyng amased with the fury of the people, called al the toune together to knowe their myndes and opinions. The whole voice of the comons was to yeld,' yeld, rather than starue. Then the Frenchmen in the euenyng came to the tent of sir Ihon Robsert, requiryng him of getlenes to moue the kyng that the truce might be prolonged for. iiii. daies. The kyng therunto agreed and appointed tharchbishop of Canterbury and the other.' vu. before named for his part, and the citezens appoincted an egal nomber for them. So the tentes were againe set vp, dayly was assembles and muche treaty on both parties, and oa the fourth day by the helpe of God, the treaty was concluded and finished to the great reioysyng of the poore citezens, the copy wherof foloweth worde by worde. ^f The appointmentes of the yeldyng vp of the cytie and castle of Roan. 1 FIRST it is accorded that Guy de Botellier capitaine of the Cytie and castle of Roan with the consent of the noble citezens & other dwellyng and beyng in the sayd cytie and castell shall yelde and deliuer into the handes of the ful excellent kyng of England or other what so he be by him deputed, the cytie & castle aboue sayd without fraude or male engine, what tyme after the middes of the. xix. day of this present moneth of January our sayd lord the kyng wyllthe cytie and thecastel to be deliuered vnder maner and forrne within written. 2 ALSO it is accorded that the day £ houre the sayd nobles and citezens & other what so they be dwellyng & beyng in the sayd cytie & castel shal submit them in al thinges to the grace of our sayd lorde the kyng. 3 ALSO it is accorded that from this houre vnto real £ effectual yeldyng of the sayd cytk; & castle, none of the sayd nobles or other beyng in the sayd cytie or castle shal not go out of the foresayd cytie and castle without special grace of our sayd lord the kyng. 4 ALSO it is accorded that from this houre vnto the deliuerance of the cytie, euery of the parties shall abstaine from all deedes of warre to make againe that other partie of them. 5 ALSO it is accorded that the foresayd nobles, citezens and other beyng in the sayd cytie & castle shall pay to our foresayd lorde the kyng CCC. thousand scutes of golde, wherof alwayes two shalbe worth an Englishe noble, or in the stead of euery scute, xxx. great blaukes whyte or. xv. grotes. Of whiche. CCC. thousand scutes, the one halfe shalbe payde to our sayd lord the kyng or to his deputies within the cytie of Roan beforesayd the. xxii. day of this present moneth of January, and that other halfe shalbe paide to our sayd lord the kyng or to his deputies in the feast of saint Mathew the Apostle next comyng that shalbe the. xxiiii. day of February next, without any viler delay. 6 ALSO it is accorded that all and euery horse, harneys, armures, artileries for shot and all other habilimentes of warre longyng to souldiors or other straungers beyng in the sayd cytie and
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 87 and castle, shalbe put together by them in two houses by our sayd lord the kyng to be assigned, & they shalbe deliuered by the capitaine of the sayd cytie to our forsayd lord the kyng after the niiddes of the. xix. day of January therupon to be required. ALSO it is accorded that all and euery armour, artilleries and all habiliinentes of war of 7 the sayd castle shalbe put together in one house within the same castle, and they shulbe deliuered to oure sayd lorde the kyng or to his deputies in that partie, the day that the same castle shalbe fallen to be deliuered to our sayd lord the kyng. ALSO it is accorded that all and euery armures, artilleries & other habilimentes of warre 8 of thesaid citee or of al maner of citezcns arid of ul other dwellyng therin, by them shalbe brought aud put together in one hous or mo houses there by theim to be deliuered to our Lord the kyng, & by the capitain of the same citee shalbe deliuered to our forsaid Lorde the kyng or to his deputie in what tyme the said capitain by the partie of our moste doubtfull lorde the kyng, after the middaie of this present moneth of Januarij thervpon be required, out take the armuries that belong to Marchauntes which were wont for to sell theim. ceassyng fraude and maleengine. And if it befal any marchauntes any suche armures that be not theirs, vnder colour of theirs to colouren or hide in any maner, tho armures so hid and coloured and al other what that thei been that diden, to our Lorde the kyng shal been forfeted, and the body of thesame marchannt to been punished at the kynges will. ALSO it is accorded that in no maner shalbe made, brennyng, hynderyng, harmyng or 9 appairyng, wastyng or destroiyng of horsse, of armures, of artilleries or of any other habilamentes of warre within the forsaied citee and Castle beyng, but that all and euery without frau'de or maleengiue shalbee kept whole and vnhurt to our Lorde the kyng as it is beforesaied to be deliuered. ALSO it is accorded that al & euery chayne that wer wont to be layed ouerthwart the 10 stretes and lanes of thesaid citee, shall bee put into an hous to be turned to the profile of the citezens of ^thesame citee. ALSO it is accorded that our forsaid lord the king shal haue place and space of lande, 11 of the frewil of his highnesse to bee chosen to hym a paleis to be made within thesaied citee or within the walles of the same citee where it shal seme moste behouefull. So neuerthelesse that if it fall within thesaid place or space to be included any hous or edifice or place of ground longyng to any of thesaied citezens or dwellers of thesame citee, or saied lorde the kyng to hym whom that suche maner of houses, edifices or places of ground longeth or apperteineth shal satisfie, & of other houses & edifices or places congruely shal recopence. ALSO it is accorded that all and euery subiectes of our said lard the kyng that now be or 13 wer prisoners to any persone beyng in the said cite or castle and their pledges, shalbee vtterly free as aneyntz their persones and the somes that thei are bounde in at the dale of this presente date and accorde. ALSO it is accorded that all and euery souldier and strager beyng in thesaid citee and 13 castle shall swere on the Euangeliesof God before their departyng, that thei shall not beare armes against our lorde the kyng or his, vntothe first daie of lanuarij next to come, for no maner of coinmaundemet that to them or to any of them of any maner of persone in contrary maie be doen and enioyned. ALSO it is accorded that all and euery reliques & other goodes longyng to the Abby of 14 sainct Katheryn within thesaied citee and castle beyng all holy, shalbeen deliuered to hym whom the kyng shall depute them to receiue the deliuerance of thesaid citee. ALSO it is accorded that the forsaid nobles, citezes & other within thesaid citee and 15 Castle beyng, shall cause thesame citee and Castle before thesaied. xix. daie of this present moneth of lanuarij sufficiently and honestly to be made cleane, and also diligently and honestly all the ded bodies now ded and to be ded vnto that daie of deliuerance of the said citee honestly and diligently shall do to be buried. ALSO it is accorded that the forsaid nobles citizens & all beyng in thesaid citee and castte ]Q furthwith shall receiue and suftre to entre into thesame citee all and euery poore persone be �
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    88 THE. VI. YERE OF yng in the cliches or aboute the diches of thesame cite, whiche for penury did go out of thesame cite whom they shalbee bounde to succor vnto the. xix. daieof lanuarij aboue saied, as they will aunswere to God and to the kyng, and els thei shall receiue none other person into thesame citee or castle vnto the forsaied day without speciall licence of our saied Lorde the kyng, but if it happe any messenger or herauld of the party aduersary of the kyng to come to the gates or diches of thesaied castle or citee. 17. WHICHE articles and apointmetes as it is beforsaid, all & euery in maner as it is accorded, the forsaied capitain, nobles, citezes & other within thesaied castle and citee beyng, wel and truly without fraude or malengine to hold, obserue and kepe they behoten, and tho to be kept & fulfilled they bynden them. So but if it befall our forsaid moste doubtfull lorde the kyng that God forbid, to be ouercome in battaill to hym ymade by Charles his adnersary of Fraunce or the duke of Burgoyn or any other to come, the siege of our lord the kyng to remoue from the forsaid citee, that neither theforsaid capitain ne none of the nobles, citezens, souldiors or other beyng within tiieforsaid cite and Castle shall gone out, ne no maner help thei shal deliuer, nor leane to them so again our lorde the kyng commyng in no maner wise. W' ALSO that all these appoyntmentes, couenauntes and accordes and euery of theim as it is beforsaied well and truly and vnbroken bee kepte, and for the more suretie of thesame couenauntes and accordes, theforsaid capitain nobles and citezens and other abouesaid shalbe taken at the tyme ymediatly into the handes of our lorde the kyng. Ixxx. notable pledges wherof. xx. shalbe knightes and esquires and the remnant citezens of thesame citee, at their owne costes to be sustained. 19. ALSO for the partie sothly of our moste doubtfull lorde the Kyng aforsaid, graciously and beningly cosidryng the meke submittyng and yeldyng of the same citee and Castle abouesaid, hath graunted that all and euery person of what estate or .degree or condicion that he be with in thesaid citee and Castle being, except certain persons within expressed that will become lieges and subiectes of our lord the kyng, and fro hencefurth will dwell ynder his obedience, shall haue their heritages and goodes, moueables and vnmouables within the dutchy of Normandy constitute, and whiche before the date of these present letters   by our forsaid lord the kyng to other persons haue not been graunted, except armurs & artillaries abouesaied, making and doing for their heritages and their vnmouable goodes to our forsaied lorde the kyng the seruice therof accustomed, or to other to whom suche maner seruices of the graunt of our lorde the kyng owen to long. 20. ALSO it is graunted on our lorde the kynges behalfe that all the citezens and dwellers of the citee of Roau that now been or in tyme to come shall been, shall haue all and euery franchises, liberties and priuileges which of worthy mynd the progenitors of our lorde the the kyng kynges of Englande £ dukes of Normandy, to the and to the said citee were graunted in possession wherof they weren the first day that our forsaid lorde the kyng came before theforsaid citee. And also of our large grace of his benygnitie hath graunted, that the self citezens and dwellers of the citee shall haue al their liberties fraunchises and priuileges wherof they wcr in possession- theforsaid first daie of the comyng of our lorde the kyng before the citee, of the graunt of any of his progenitors kynges of Fraunce whiche were before the tyme of Philip de Valoys aduersary to our said lorde the kyng & daily warryng vpo his real me. 21. ALSO it is graunted and accorded on our lorde the kynges behalf that all the straungiers souldiours and other in theforsaied citee and castle beyng at this tyme, not willyng to become lieges of our lord the kyng, theforsaied citee and castle so yeldyng as it is beforsaid, frely to departen, leauyng to our saied lord the kyng all their armures, horsse artillaries and other thynges and harneis and goodes, except the Normans will not be lieges of our lorde the kyng, whiche all & euery shall abide prisoners to our lorde the kyng, and except Luca Italico, which also shalbe prisoner of our lorde the kyng, and also other whose names be not set in this boke, for it longeth not to clerkes to intermete of the. 4 ALSO
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 89 ALSO it is graunted on our lord the kynges' behalf that the warreand also shrewed speches 22. that duryng this siege the folke aboue mencioned of what condicion that they been against his royall person haue done, or with defamed lippes haue spoken against our niostc derest lorde the kyng, cosidrryng the daie of pitie mekely shalbe forgeuen, out take the prisoners that abouen in speciall be excepted. ALSO it is accorded on our lorde the kynges b^halfe teat theforsaied souldiors and 33. straungers by the forme of this present treatie and accorde willyng for to departen, our Lorde the kyng shall ordain and make a saueconduite in forme accustomed. If And so theforsaied citee was yelden to our souereigne lorde the kyng vpon s. Wolstanes daie beyng the. xix. daie of lanuarij. and then afterward he gat many strong tounes and Castles, as Depe, Caudebec, Torney & many mo as it shalbe after written. WHEN the daie of apoinclment came, which was the daie of. S Wolston, sir Guy de Butteler and the Burgesses of the toune in good ordre came to the kynges iodgyng, and there deliuered to hym the keyes of the citee and castle, besechyng hym of fauor and copassion. The kyng incontinent appoyncted the duke of Excester with agreate compaignie to take possession of the toune, whiche like a valiauntcapitain mounted on a goodly courser and entred into the toune and so into the castle, and appoyncted watche and ward in euery toure, bulwarke and fortresse, and garnished the walles with banners, slanders and penos o£ the kynges armes, badges and deuises. The nexte daie bcyng Frydaie the kyng in greate triumphe like a conqueror, accopaignied with iiii. Dukes, x. Erles. viii. Bishoppes, xvi. Barones and a greate multitude of knightes, esquires and men of warre entred into Roan where he was reeeiued by the Clergie with. xlii. Crosses which sang diuerse swete soges, outwardly reioysyng whatsouer inwardly they thought. Then met him the Senate and the burgesses of the toune, offeryng to hym diuerse faire & costly presentes. In this rnaner he passed through the citee to our Lady Churche, where with al solempnitie he was reeeiued by the bishop and Cannons, and after he had said his Orisons, he caused his chapelaynes to syng this Antheme Quis est magnus dominus. Who is so greate a Lorde as is our God. &c. And that done he came to the Castle where he continued a good space after, receiuyng homages and fealties of the burgesses and tounes men, settyng ordres emogest them and reedefied diuerse fortresses and toures. Duryng which time he made proclamacion that all men whiche would become his subiectes should enioye their goodes, landes and offices, •whiche proclamacion caused many tounes to yeld, and many men become English. At whiche ceason the duke of Britain seyng that the power of Fraunce began to decaye, came to the kyng to Roan and concluded with hym a league of his owne mere mocion : Fearyng that ether he should afterward be compelled therunto, or els if he offred to late it would not be accepted. WHEN the renderyng of Roan was blowen through Normandy and the kynges proclamacion diuulged through the countrie, it is in maner incredible to heare how many tounes yelded not once desired, and how many fortresses gaue vp without contradicion, wherof I wil shewe you a small nombre and the names of theim who were appoyncted capitaines of thesame. AT Caudebec, sir Loys Robsert. late capitain of Roan, and by the kyng At Depe, William lorde Burcher «rle of lorde of the same. Ewe. At Danuile, sir Christopher Boirrden. At Ewe, thesame erle. At Couches, sir Robert Marbury. At Aubemerle, therle of Warwick and his At Chierburgh, sir Iho Geddyng. deputie there sir Willia Mountford. At Bacquiuile, the lord Rosse, lord therof At Bell Encomber, Sir Thomas Ramp- by gift. ston lorde by gift. At Gaylard, the same lorde. At Logeuile, the capitain of Beffe erle At Dangew, Richarde Wooduile. therof by gift. At Arques, sir lames Fines bayly of At the Roche Guyon, sir Guy Butteler Caux. N At
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    90 THE. VIL YERE OP Ar Newcastle, sir Philip Leche. At Boncouilliers, Ihon Aburgh Baylife At Monceaux, the same sir Philip. of Gysors. At Gourney, sir Gilbert Vmfreuile. At Vernon, sir William Porter. At Estripagny, Richard Abraham esquire. At Melans, sir Thomas Rampso after hym. At Senctere Surgette, Willyam Basset. sir Ihon Fastolfte. At Nanffle, therle of Worcester,.. At Homftewe, therle of Salsbury and afAt Gysors, the said erle. ter the duke of Clarence by gift. j\.t Maunt, therle of Marche. At Brctnell, sir Henry Mortimer baylife of Homflew. If I should here reherse what tounes wer conquered, what fortresses were yelded, and who wer made capitaines of thesame, this Pamphlet would turne to a volume more tedious, then pleasaunt, and therfore I ouer passyng small names and muche doyugr will returne again to the principall thynges touchyng-.the sequele of this historye. And who so desireth; to know all the circumstances of the deliuery, lette hym ouerloke tlie Fnenche. writers,, whiche to aduoyde shame confesse and write the veritee. f THE SEUENTH YERE. .p^ >TiL WHEN the gettyng.of Roan and the deliuery of.theother townes wer- biased and blowen. y«e. through the whole realme of- Fraunce, wonder it is to tell and more to beleue howe the. hertes of the Frenchmen wer sodainly heuy and their courages-sone coled, mournyng and lamentyng the iminent mischief whiche they sawe by the diuision of the nobilitee like, shortely to fal on their heddes : and the more sorowyng their euil chance because they sawe no remedy prepared, nor yet none help at hand thought on. But whosoeuer kicked or wynched at this matter, Ihon duke of Burgoyn raged and swelled, ye and so muche freated that he wist not what to saie and lesse to dooe : And no meruaill, for he was vexed and troubled with a doble disease atone onJv tvme. For he only ruled both kyng Charles and his, and did all thynges at his will whether reason agreed or no, and for that cause heknewe that IMJ was neither free from disdain nor yet deliuered from the scope of malice.. And therfore he imagined that ail mischiefes and calamities whiche chaunced in the common- wealth should be imputed and assigned to his vnpolitike doyng or to his negligent permission : wherfore he vmagined it profitable to the realme and to hyiaself moste auaylable, if he by any meanes possible cquld deui.-e, practise or inuent any waie or meane by the which he might reconcile and ibyne in amitee the two great and mightie kynges of Englande and of Fraunce. Whiche thyng once obUMgned and beyng dtliuered from all feare of exterior hostilitee, he determined first to reuenge his quarell against Charles the Dolphyn, and after to represse all causes of grudge or disdain, and. to recouer again both the fauor of the commonaltee and also to put a\vaie all causes oi' suspicion or imagined infamy against hym and his procedynges. And intf-dyng to buyld v.pon this fraile foundacion, sent letters and Ambassadors to the kyng of Englande, aduertisyng hym that if he would personally come to a coimnunicacion to bee had betwene hym and Charles the Frenche kyng, he doubted not but by his onely meanes, peace should be induced and blouddy battaill clerely exiled. KYNG Henry heard gentely the Ambassadors and agreed to their request and desire, and so came to Maunte, where at the feast of Pentecost he kept a liberall hous to all commers, and sat hymself in greate estate. On which daie ether for good seruice before by them done, or for good expectacionof thynges to come, he created Gascon de Foys a valiaunt Gascoyn erle of Longeuile, and sir Ihon Grey was likewise made erle of Tankeruile, and the Lorde Bui shier Erie of Ewe. After this solempne feast ended, the place of the enteruieue and metyng was apoynted to be beside Meiaus on the riuer of Seyne,, in a faire playne euery pane was by comissioners appoyncted to their grounde. The Frenchmen diched, trenched, and paled their lodgynges for feare of afterclappes : But the Englishmen had their parte only barred and ported. The kyng of Englande had a large teat of blewe veluet
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    KYXG HENRY THE. V. veluet and grene richely cmbrodered with two deuises, the one was an Antlop drawyng in an horse mill, the othar was an Antlop sittyng in an high stage with a braunche of Olife in his roouthe: And the ten te was replenished and decked with this poysie. After lusie labours commetfi victorious reste, and on the top and heigth of thesame was set a greate Egle of goldc, whose ives were of suche orient Diamondes that tliey glistered and shone ouer the whole felde. THE Frenche-kyng likewise had in his parke a faire pauilion of blew veluet richely embrodered with flower deluse, on the toppe of the same was set a white Harte flivng, made all of fyne siluer with winges enameled. Betwene tliese two Campes or enclosers was apoynted a -tent- of purple veluet for the coiisailers to mete in and euery part had an egall nombre to watch on the night and to se good ordre on the day. WHEN the day of appoinctment approched, the kyng of England accompaignied with the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucester his brethren, and the duke of Excester his vncle, and Henry Beauford Clerke his other vncle which after was bishop of Winchester and Cardinall and the carles of Marche, Salisbury and other to the numbre of a thousand men of warre, entered into his parke and toke his lodging. Likewise for the Frenche part, thcther came Isabell the Frenche quene because the kyng her husband was fallen into his old frenaticall disease hauyng in her compaigny the duke of Burgoyn and therle of Sainct Paule, and she had attendyng on her the laire iady Katheryn her doughter and. xxvi. ladies and damoselles, and had also for her furniture a thousande men of warre. AFTER these estates had reposed themselfes one night in their tentes, the next day all such as were appointed repaired toward the pauilion ordained for the consultation. Where the kyng of England, like a prince of great stomacke and no lesse good behauior receioed humbly the Frenche quene and her daughter and them honorably embraced & familierly kissed. The duke of Burgoyn made lowe curtesy and bowed to the kyng, whom the kyng louyngly toke by the hand and honorably entertained. After •salutaciens and embrasynges finished, they fel to counsel within the pauilion assigned, whiche was kept with a garde appointed by both the parties that none but comissioners shuld once attempt to enter. After the kynges requestes made & his demaundes declared, the French quene and her company toke leaue louyngly of the kyng of England and returned to Ponthoyse to certifie her husband of her demaundes and claymes. And kvng Henry returned to Mante. The next day after they assembled againe, & the Frenche part brought with them the lady Katherin, only to thentent that the king of England seyng and beholdyng so fayre a lady and so minion a damosel, should so be inflamed and rapte in loue, that he to obtayne so beautiful an espouse, should the soner agrc to a gentle peace & louyng composicion. This company met together, viij. seueral tymes, sometyme the one party was more and sometynie the other. And notwithstandyng that the En
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    93 THE. VII. YERE OF we wil hiue your kynges daughter and al thinges that we demauud with her or we wil driue your kyng & you out of his realme. Well sayd' the duke of Burgoyn, before you driue the kyng and me out of his realme, you shalbe wel weried, and therof we doubt lytle. AFTER this departure, the duke of Burgoyn beyng nobly accompanied, roade to the toune of Melune wher the dolphyn then soiorned where in the plaine feldes they. ii. like frendes comoned together & cpcluded apparantly an open amide & sure frcndship, which was written by notaries and signed with their handes and sealed with their great scales and armes, but as the sequele sheweth, heart thought not that tong talked, nor mind meant not that hand wrote. This treaty was concluded the. vi. day of luly in the yere of our lord 1419 and was proclaimed in Paris, Amience and Ponthoyse. THIS newe alienee notified shortly to the kyng of England liyng at Maunt, which therwith was sore displeased, and not without cause For he perceiued that the force of these two princes were much stronger now beyng vnited in one, then they were before beyng seperated & deuided. Yet notwithstanding this great sworne andsealed amitie, he nothyng more minded then to set forward his intended enterprise with the ayde of God to performe his conquest maugre and euil wyll and puissance of his enemies. Wherfore he sent the capitayne of Bueffe brother to the earle of Foys newly created earle of Longuile with. xv. C. men secretly to the toune of Ponthoyse, whiche on Trinitie sonday erly in the mornyng came to the toune, and so sodainl v- and so shortely set vp their skalyng ladders to the wall, that they were entred into the toune or the watche perceiued them, criyng saint George, saint George the lord Lisleadam capitain of the toune perceiuyng the walles skaled and the market place gained, opened the gate toward Paris, at the whiche he withal his retinue and diuers of the tounes men to the norabre of. viij. thousand fled. For the Englishmen durst not because their nombre was smal ones deuide them selues or fal to pilferyng, til about prime the duke of Clarence came to their ayde with. v. thousand men, and by the way he encoutred diuers burgesses of the toune fliyng with al their substance toward Beauuoys who he toke prisoners & brought them againe to their olde dwellyng place. When the duke was come to Ponthoyse, he muche praised the valiantnes of the assailantes and gaue to them the chief spoyle of the toune and marchauntes of the which they had great plenty and foyson. Then the duke with a great puissaunce came before Paris and lay before the cytie two daiesand two nightes without any proffre either of issue by his enemies or of defece if he had the same assauted, whiche he could not we! do because it was long and ample, and his nobre small, and for so great an enterprise not furnished : Wherfore seyng that his enemies durst not ones loke on him, he returned againe to Ponthoyse, for the taking of whiche toune, the countrey of Fraunce, & in especial the Parisiens were sore dismayed and astonied, for there was no fortresse hable to resist or withstand. In so much the Irishmen ouercame al the Isle of Fraunce and did to the Frenchmen dammages innumerable (as their writters affirme) and brought dayly praies to the Englishe armye. And beside that, they would robbe houses and lay beddes on the backes of the kine and ride vpon them, and cary yong children before them and sell them to the Englishmen for slaues : whiche straung doynges so feared the Frenchemen within the territory of Paris and the coutrey about, that the rude persons fled out of the villages withal their stuffe to the cytie of Paris. THE French kyng and the duke of Burgoyn liyng at S. Denise hearyng of all these doynges, departed in all the hast with the quene and her daughter to Troys in Champaigne, there takyng great deliberation what was best to be done, leauyng at Paris the earle of S. Paul and the lord Lisleadam with a great puissance to defende the cytie. At the same tyme the duke of Clarence toke the strong toune of Gysors, & after that was taken the toune of Gayllard: and all the tounes of Normandy shortly after were either taken by force or rendred, except the Mount saint Michel, which because the gayne therof was very lytle and the
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. S3 the losse in assautyng semed to be very muche, and also it could do small harme or none to the countrey adioynyng, was neither assaulted nor besieged. AND thus as you haue heard, was the duchy of Normandy reduced agayne into the right line and restored to the possession of the right heyre, which had bene fro the tyme of kyng Henry the third, in the yere of our lord 1255 wrongfully detained from the kynges of England. THE wisemen of Fraunce sore lamentyng the chaunce of their coutrey and the misery of their people sawe and perceiued that they had puissance ynough to defende their enemies if they were at a perfite cocord amongest themselues. For they apparantly sawe that although there wer a peace openly concluded betwene the dolphyn and the duke of Burgoyn, yet they imagined that no good fruit succeded of the same for the duke either for secret displeasure that he bara to the dolphyn, or for the doubt that he had of thenglishme, neuer assailed by him self the army of kyng Henry, nor^neuer sent ayde or succours to the Dolphyn. Wherfore by meanes of frendes a new comunicacion was appointed to thentent that the corrupt dregges of their olde malice and inwarde grudges might be clearely cast out and extinct. The place of this metyng was appoincted at the toune of Monstrel fault Yonne, so called because a small brooke called Yonne runneth there to the riuer of Sein ouer which riuer was made a bridge, with diuers barres ouerthwart so that the princes openyng the barres might eche embrace and louche other, and kepyng the barres shut, eche might se & common with other at their pleasure. The day was appointed when these, ii. great princes should mete on this bridge, to thentent that all ciuile discord should by this comunicacion be cleare forgotten, or at the least should be suspended tyl the enemies were vanquished and driuen out of their coutries and confines. But this mocion worse succeded then the entreators deuised, for while euery man was fulfilled with hope of peace and concord, crafty imaginacion crepte out of cancard displeasure had almost brought al thinges from libertie into bondage. WHEN the day and place of the solempne enteruiew was agreed & assigned, Tauagny du Chastel, a ma prompt and prone to all mischief, called to his remembraunce the shamefull murder of Lewes duks of Orleaunce (vnder whom he had long bene a capitaine) done and committed by this duke of Burgoyne as before you haue heard, determined with him selfe to reuenge the death of his olde Maister and lorde. .Some say that he was therto stirred £ prouoked by the dolphyn (and notvnlike) for the dolphyn whiche bare a continual hatred to the duke of Burgoyn, imagined paraduenture by this meanes to represse and subdue the whole power and high pride of this duke, without any suspection of frauds or rcproche of vntruth or vilany. Wei the day came, which was the. xii. day of August, and euery prince with his nombre appointed 'came to this bridge. The duke of Burgoyne beyng warned by his frendes to kepe his closure and the barres on his side shut, lytle regarded his frcdes monicion as a ma that could not auoide the stroke for him prouided, and so opened the barres and closure and carne to the dolphyns presence, whiche was cleane armed, and kneled douneon the one kne, shewyng to him great reuerence and humilitie. The dolphyn shewed him no louyng countenaunce, but reproued him, laiyng to his charge muche vntruth and great dishonor. The duke againe boldly defended his cause. Nowe the duke duryng this comunicacion kneled styl and his sworde was at his backe with often turnyng and mouyng in answeryng the dolphyn and his counsel, and so he put his had backe to plucke his sworde forwarder what quod sir Robert de Loyer, wyll you drawe your sworde against my lorde the dolphyn? when Tauagny du Chastel apperceiued that an occasion was geuen to performe his enterprise, incontinent he strake him with a hatchet on the head so that he could not speakc, other standyng by shortly dispatched him of his life. Diuers of his part, thinkyng him not dead, began to draw weapon, amongest whom the lord Nouale was slaine, and the other taken. For this murther were condenrfpned (but not apprehended) by Parliament the president of Prouynce, the vicount of Narbone, Guylliam Battelier, Tauagny du Chastel, Robert Loyre and. iiij. other. This was the ende of Ihon called the proude duke of Burgoyne, 4 whiche
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    THE. VIII. YE-Rfi OF - ', nhidie more regarded citrile warre and -intestine dissencion, then his owne life & welfare. And this bodein death as I thinke eameto him not without desert for shamefully murtheryng 1 I. ewes duke of Orleance the .French kings brother. Such is the Justice of God, that hloud for the most parte is recompensed with bloud, & vnnatural homicide is requited with shameful death or soden destruction. AFTER this heynous murder, thus committed, I might rehcrse how the dolphyns sernauntes despoyled the duke of all his garmentes to his shevte, and coueredliis face with hishosen. I could declare how the •dolphyn sent his letters to Paris and other cities and tonnes, publishing vntruely diuers opprobious wordes spoken, & diuers great and outragious offences done l>y the duke against the kyng and the whole realme. I could further declare IJOHC the wise«ie« of Frauuce detested and abhorred this abhominable act, perceiuyng the endc that was like to ensue, and how the contrary side, whiche was the linage of Orleance reioysed and laughed at this miserable chaunce and sodain fal: but because thenglish nacion was parlie neither to the facte nor to the counsel, I wyll declare what the kyng of Englande did after this uotorious dede done and committed, f THE. VIII. YERE. The. viiu WIfen Philip erle Charoloys sone and hey re to this duke Ihon, and now by this murthcr yere. an(j death of his father duke of Burgoyn and erle of Flauders was enformed liyng at Gaunt of this misfortune and final ende of his noble parent and louyng father, he toke the matter as he had cause, greuously and heauily, insomuche that no ma of his cousel durst ones speake to him, and in especial the lady Michel his wife, syster to the dolphyn and daughter to the kyng, was in great feare to be forsaken and cast out of his house and fauoure: But as all thinges ende, so sorow asswageth. When his doloure was somewhat mitegate he fyrst by thaduise of his counseil receitied to his fauor and company the fayre duches his louyng wife, and after sent diuers notable ambassadours to the king of England liyng at Roan to trcate and conclude a peace betwene them both for a certain space : To which request in hope of a better chaunce kyng Henry agreed. After that knot knit, he kept a solempne obsequy for his father at saint Vaas in Arras wher were, xxiii. prelates with crosses : Duryng which tyme the earle of saint Paule and the Parisiens sent to hym ambassadours to know what they should do, and how they should defend them selues against the Englishmen. He gently answered the messengers, that he trusted shortly by the ayde of God and licence of the kyng to conclude a peace and perpetual amitie to their great comfort & relief. When these ambassadors were departed to make relacion to the Magistrates and gouernors of the cytie of Paris, he after long c5sultacion had aswel with men of the spiritualtie as temporal and lay persons, sent the bishop of Arras and two notable persons to the kyng of England with certaine articles and clauses which the duke of Burgoyn oftred to him for very loue as he sayd. The kyng of England consideryng with him selfe that the duke of Burgoyn was a coucnient organe and a necessary instrument to conueigh his desires to his purpose, louyngly receiued & honorably enterteined the dukes ambassadours, declaryng vnto them that lie would without prolongyng of tyme send to hym his Ambassadours, whiche should open his lawful requestes & reasonable desires. With this answere, the dukes messengers departed towarde Arras and incontinent after their departure, kyng Henry sent the erle of Warwike and the bishop of Rochestre with many knightes & esquiers to the duke of Burgoyn, whiche to hym declared the effect and purpose of their ambassade and comyng : he gently heard their requestes, and some he alowed and some he augmented, and some he altred and disalowed, but in coclusion, by often sendyng betwene the kyng & the duke they were agreed, so the kyng and his comons would assent. Now was the Erenche kyng and the quene and his daughter Katheryn at Troys in Champaigne, gouerned and ordred by .;them whiche would rather, x. tymes spurre forward the purpose & ententes of the duke of Burgoyn
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. Burgoyn then once with a bridle to pul backe any one iote preferred by him. What should I say, a truce tripertited betwene the. ii. kynges and the duke and their countreys was determined, so that the kyng of Englad should send in the copany of the duke of Burgoyn his Ambassadors to Troy in Chapaigne sufficiently authorised to coclud so great a matter. The kyng of England beyng in good hope that all his affaires should prosperously succede and go forward, sent to the duke of Burgoyn his vncle the duke of Exceter, the erle of Sals-bury, the bishop of Ely, the lord Fanhope and lord Fitzhugh, sir Ihon Rob.sert and sir Philip Hal with diuers doctors to the nombre of. CCCCC. horse, whiche in the copany of the duke of Burgoyn came to the cytie of Troys the. xxi. daye of Marche. The kyng, the queue and the lady Katherin them receiued and heartcly welcomed, shewyng great signes and tokens of loue and amitie. After a fewe daies they fcl to counsel, in the whiche it was c5c!uded that kyng Henry of England should come to Troys and mary the lady Katherin, and the kyng should make him heyre of his realme, croune and dignitie after his death and departure out of this naturall life with many other articles whiche hereafter in a place more conuenient you shal heare rehersed. WHEN all these thynges were done and concluded, the Ambassadors of England departed toward their kyng leauyng behynde them sir Ihon llobsert to geue his attendaunce on the lady Katherin. When kyng Henry had heard his Ambassadors reherse the articles and pointes of the treatie and amitie concluded, he condiscended & agreed with all diligence toset toward Troys, logyng for the sight of his darlyng the fayre lady Katherin. And althoughe he reioysed that all thynges succeded more luckely to his purpose then he before imagined, yet he trusted not so much to the glosyng wordes and golden promises of the Frenche nacion beyng his aunoient enemies, that he would rashely aduenture his person without a perfite serch and diligent inquirie of the doynges and attemptes of his doubtful and newe reconciled frendes, beyng warned and admonished by the late mischance of Ihon • duke of Burgoyn yet 'recent in euery mans eye. But when he sawe the sunne- shyne and ayre clere on euery syde, he accompanied with the dukes of Clarence and Gloucester his brethren, the carles of Warwike, Salsbury, Huntyngdon, Ewe, Tankeruile and Loguile and. xv. thousand men of wane, departed from Roan to Ponthoyse, and from thence to sainct Denis two leagues from Paris, and from thence to Pontcharenton where he left a garison of menne to kepe the passage, and from thence by Prouynce, he came toward Troys, where the duke of Burgoyn accoinpaignied with many noble men receiued hytn two leagues without the toune and coueighed hym to his lodgyng and his princes with hym, and all his annie MfaS' lodged in small villages theraboute. And after he had reposed himself, he went to visete the kyng, the queue and the lady Katheryn, whom-he founde in Sainet Peters Churche, where was a iotyous metyng, honorable receiuyng and a louyng embrasyng on bothe partes, whiche was the twenty daie of Maie. And ther wer the kyng and the lady Katherin made sure together before the high Aultare, and on the third daie of Tune nexte folowyng, thei •were with all solempnite espoused and maried in the same Churche. At whiche muriate the Englishmen made suche triumphes, pompes and pagiauntes as though the kyng of all the worlde had' been present. la so muche (as three Frenche writers affinne) that the nobles of Fraunce-more merueled at the henor and glory of the Englishmen, then thei d($deigned or maligned at their owne fortune. AND when these solempne ceremonies wer honorably finished and the mariageL-consum.-mate, the twoo kynges and their counsaill assembled together diuerse daics, wherirr the former league and treatie was in diuerse poyntes altred and brought to a certaintie by the deuice of the kyng of Englande and his brethren. When this great matter was finished, the kynges sware for their part to obserue this agrement and league in all poynctes. Likewise sware the duke of Burgoyn and a great nombre of princes and nobles whiche .wer presente, and that the soner because they marueiled before at his noble Actes dooen by kyna Henry' of whom thei had knowledge only by report, and now thei more marueled when thei sawe and beheld the honor, estate & wisedome of his personc, But whether thei sware with outwarde
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    96 THE. VIII. YERE OF warde countenaunce and inwardly thought the contrary, let them whiche Icnowe the Frenche constancy iudge and tell truthe. But assuredly thei perceiued .hym to bee prudent bothc in askyng and geuyng counsaill. Thei sawe hym expert and apt to marciall feates, and nymble in all thynges apperteighyng to warre. Thei thought hym strong against all perelles and imagined hym fortunate in all chaunces and doynges, wherfore as I saied, thei mire he marueled at hym, and more regarded his persone. Then was lie named and proclaimed heire & Regent of Fraunce. And as the French kyng sent the copie of this treaty to euery toune in France, so the kyng of Englande sent the same in Englishe to euery citec and market toune to be published and deuulged, the very copie whereof as it was then written, woorde by woorde ensueth. If The Articles and appoynctmentes of the peace betwene the realmes of Englande and Fraunce. HENRY by the grace of God kyng of Englande, heire and Regent of Fraunce, lorde of Irslande, to perpetuall mind to Christen people and all tho that be vnder our obeisance we notefie and declare that though there hath been here aforne diuerse treaties betwene the moste excellent Prince Charles our father of Fraunce and his progenitors for the peace to be had betwene the twoo realmes of Fraunce and Englande the whiche here before haue borne no fruite : \Ve consideryng the greate harmes the whiche hath not onely fallen betwene these twoo realmes for the great deuision that hath been betwene the, but to all holy churche. We haue taken a treaty with our saied father, in whiche treaty betwixt our saied father and vs, it is concluded and accorded in the forme after the maner that foloweth. 1 FIRST it is accorded betwixt oure father and vs, that forasmuche as by the bond of Matrimony made for the good of the peace betwene vs and our most dere beloued Katheryn doughter of our saied father and of our moste dere mother Isabell his wife, thesame Charles and Isabell been made father and mother, therfore them as our father and mother we shall haue and worship as it sitteth and semeth so a worthy prince and princesse to be worshipped principally before all other temporall persones of the world. 3 ALSO we shall not distroble, disseason or letten our father aforsaid, but that he holde and possede as long as he liueth as he holdeth and possedeth at this tyme the croune and the dignitee royall of Fraunce, and rentes and proffites for thesame of the sustenance of his estate and charges of the realme. And our forsaid mother also hold aslong as she liueth thestate & dignitee of Queue, after the maner of the same realme with conuenable conuenience part of the said rentes and proffites. 3 ALSO that the forsaid lady Katherin shall take and haue dower in our realme of Englande as Quenes of England here afore wer wont for to take and haue, that is to say, to the some of. xl. M. Scutes, of the whiche two algate shalbe worth a noble Englishe. 4 ALSO that by the waies maners and meanes that we male without transgression or offence of other made by vs, for to kepe the lawes, customes, vsages and rightes of our saied realme of Englande shall doen our labor and pursute that thesaid Katheryn al so sone as it maie be doen, be made sure to take and for to haue in our said realme of Englande from the tyme of our death thesaied dower of. xl. M. scutes yerely, of the whiche twayne algate be worth a noble Englishe. 5 ALSO if it hap the said Katheryn to ouerliue vs, she shall take and haue the realme of Fraunce ymediately, from the tyme of our death, dower to the some of. xx. M. Frankes yerely of and vpon the landes, places and lordshippes that held and had Blaunch somtyrne wife of Philip Boseele to our saied father. 6 ALSO that after the death of our father aforsaied, and from thence forwarde, the croune and the realme of Fraunce with all the rightes and appurtenaunces shall remain and abide to vs and been of vs and of our heires for euermore. 7 ALSO forasmuche as our saied father is witholden with diaerse sicknes, in suche maner as
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 97 as he maie not intencte in his owne persone for to dispose for the nedes of theforsaied realme of Fraunce: therfore duryng the life of our saied father, the faculties and exercise of the gouernance and disposicion of the publique and common proffice of the saied realme of Fraunce with -counsaiH and nobles and wise men of the same realme" of Fraunce shalbe and abide to vs: So that from thencefurthe we maie gouerne the same realme by vs. And also to admit to oure cousaill and assistence of thesaid nobles suche as we shall thynke mete the which faculties and exercise of gouernance thus being toward vs, we shall labor and purpose vs spedefully, diligently and truly to that that maie be and ought for to be to the worship of God and our saied father and mother, and also to the common good of thesaied realme, and that realme with the counsaill and help of the worthy and great nobles of thesame realme for to be defended, peased and gouerned after right and equitie. ALSO that we of our owne power shall do the courte of the Parliament of Frauce to be 8 kept & obserued in his authorite and soueraignte and in all that is doen to it in all maner of places that now or in tyme commyng is or shalbe subiect to our saied father. ALSO wee to oure power shall defende and helpe all and euery of the Peres, nobles, ci- 9 tees, tounes, commonalties and syngular persons now or in tyme commyng subiectes to our father in their rightes, customes, priueleges, fredome and fraunchises longyng or dewe to them in all maner of places now or in tyme commyng subiect to our father. ALSO we diligently and truly shall trauaile to our power and do that iustice be admi- 10 nistered and doen in the same realme of Fraunce after the lawes, customes and rightes of thesame realme, without personalx excepcion. And that we shall kepe and holde the subiectes of the same realme in tranquilitie and peace, and to our power we shall defend them against all maner of violence and oppression. ALSO we to our power shall prouide, and do to our power that able persones and prof- j j fitable been taken to the offices aswell of Justices and other offices longyng to the gouernaunce of the demaynes and of other offices of the said realme of Fraunce for the good, right and peaceable Iustice of the same, and for thadministration that shalbe comitted vnto theini and that they be suche persons that after the lawes and rightes of the same realme and for the vtilitee and proffite of our saied father shall minister, and that the forsaied realme shall bee taken and deputed to thesame offices. ALSO that wee of our power so sone as it maie commodiously bee doen, shall trauaile 12 for to put into the obedience of our saied father, all maner of cities, tounes and Castles, places, countrees and persones within the realme of Fraunce disobedient and rebelles to our saied father, holdyng with them whiche been called the Dolphin or Armuiack. ALSO that we might the more comodiously, surely and frely doen exercise and fulfill these 1 3 thynges aforsaid. It is accorded that all worthy nobles and estates of the same realme of Fraunce aswel spirituals as temporalles, and also citees notables and commonalties, and citezens, burgeis of tounes of the realme of Fraunce, that been obcysaunt at this tyme to our saied father shall make these othes that folowen. FIRST to vs hauyng the facultie, exercise, disposicion and gouernaunce of the forsaied 14 common proffite to our hestes and commaundementes thei shall mekely and obediently obeye and intende in all maner of thyng concernyng the exercise of gouernance of thesame realme. ALSO that the worthy greate nobles and estates of the saied realme aswell spirituals as I 5 temporalles and also citees and notable commonalties and Cittezens and Burgeses of the same realme in all maner of thynges well and truly shall kepe and to their power shall do to be kept of so muche as to theim belonged) or to any of theim all, those thynges that been apoyncted and accorded betwene our forsaid father and mother and vs, with the counsaill of them whom vs lust to calle to vs. ALSO that continually from the death and after the death of our saied father Charles, 15 they shalbe our true liegcme and our heires, and they shall receiue and admit vs for their liege and soureigne and verie kyng of Fraunce, and for suche to obeye vs without opposicio, contradiccion or difficultee, as they be^en to our forsaid father dnryng his life, neuer ° after
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    98 THE. VIII. YERE OF after this, realmc of Frauce shall obey to man as kyng or regent of Fraunce, but to vs and our hcires. Also they shall not be in counsaill belpe or assente that we lese life or lyuime, or be take with euill takyng, or that we suft're harme or diminicion in person, estate* worship or goodes, but if thei knovve any suche thyng for to be cast orymagined against vs, thei shall let it to their power, and they shall doen vs to weten therof as hastely as thei inaie by theimself, by message or by letters. 1 7 ALSO that all maner of conquestes that should bee made by vs in Fraunce vpon the saied inobedientes out of the Duchie of Normandy shalbe doen to the proffite of our said father, and that to our power we shall do that al maner of landes and lordshipes that been in the places so for to be conquered longyng to persones obeyng to our saied father, vvhiche shall sweare for to kepe this presente accord .shalbee restored to thesame persones to whom they long to. 18 ALSO that all maner of persones of holy Church beneficed in the Duchy of Normandy or any other places in the realme of Frauce subiect to our futher and fauouryng the partie of the dukes of Burgoyne whiche shall sweare to kepe this present accord, shall reioyce peaceably their benefices of holy Churche in the Duchy of Normandy, or in any other places next aforsaied. 19 ALSO likewise all maner persones of holy Churche obedient to vs and beneficed in the realme of Fraunce and places subiect to our father that shall swere to kepe this presente accord, shall enioye peaceably their benefices of holy Churche in places next abouesaied. 20 ALSO that all maner of Churches, Vniuersitees and studies gcnerall, and all Colleges of studies and other Colleges of holy Churche beyng in places now or in tyme commyng subiecte to our father, or in the Duchy of Normady, or other places in the realme of Fraunce subiect to vs, shall enioye their rightes and possessions, rentes, prerogatiues liberties and fraunchises longyng or dewe to theim in any maner of wise in the said realme of Fraunce, sauyng the right of the croune of Fraunce and euery other persone. gl ALSO by Goddes help, when it happeneth vs to come to the croune of Fraunce, the Duchy of Normandy and all other places conquered by vs in the realme of Fraunce shall bowe vnder the commaundemcnt obeysaunce and Monarchy of the croune of Fraunce. 22 ALSO that we shall enforce vs and dooe to our power that recompence bee made by our said father without diminicion of the croune of Fraunce, to persones obeiyng to hym and fauoryng to that partie that is said Burgoyn, to whom longeth landes, lordshippes, rentes or possessions in the said Duchy of Normandy or other places in the realme of Fraunce conquered by vs hethertoward, geuen by vs in places, and landes gotten or to be gotten and ouercome in the name of our said father vpon rebelles and inobedientes to hym. And if it so bee that suche maner of recompence bee not made to the saied persones by the life of our saied father, we shall make that recompence in suche maner of places and goodes when it happeneth by Goddes grace to the croune of Fraunce. And if so be that the landes, lordshippes, rentes or possessios the vvhiche longeth to suche maner of persones in the saied Duchy and places be not geuen by vs, thesame persones shalbee restored to theim without any delaye. 23 ALSO duryng the life of our father in all places nowe or in tyme commyng subiect to him, letters of common iustice and also grauntes of offices and giftes, pardos or remissions and priuileges shalbe written and precede vnder the name and seale of our saied father. And. forasmuche as some syngular cace male fall that maye not bee forseen by mannes witte, in the whiche it might be necessary and behouefull that we do write our letters, in suche maner cace if any hap for the good and surety of our saied father and for the gouernauncc" that? longeth to vs as is beforsaied, and for to eschewen perilles that otherwise might fall to the prejudice of our saied father to write cure letters, by the whiche we shall commaunde, charge and defende after the nature andqualitie of the nede in our fathers behalfe and cures as Regent of Fraunce. 24 ALSO that duryng oure fathers life wee shall not calle ne write vs kyng of Fraunce, but vtterly we shall absteyne vs from that name as long as our father liueth. 1 ALSO
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 1 ALSO that oursaied father duryng his life shall nempne, call, and write vs in French in 25 this maner Nostre treschier jils Henry Roy Denglcterre heretere de Fraunce, and in latin in this maner. Precharissimus filius noster Henricus Rex Anglian & heres Francis. ALSO that we shall put none imposicions or exaccios, or do charge the subiectes of our 25 said father without cause resonable and necessary, ne otherwise then for common good of the realme of Fraunce, and after the saiyng and askyng of the lawes and customes reasonable, approued of thesame realme. ALSO that we shall trauaile to our power to the effect and intent, that by thassent of the 27 three estates of either of the realmes of Fraunce and Englande, that all maner of obstacles maie be doen awaie, and in this partie that it be ordeigned and prouided that fro the tyme that we or any of our heires come to the croune of Fraunce, bothe the crounes that is to saie of Fraunce and England perpetually be together in one and in thesame persone, that is to saie from our fathers life to vs, and from the terme of our life thence forward in the persones of our heires that shalbee one after another. And that bothe realmes shalbee gouerned fro that wee or any of our heires come to thesame, not seuerally vnder diuersc kynges in one tyme, but vnder that same person whiche for the tyme shalbe kyng of bothe the realmes and souereigne lorde as it is beforesaid, kepyng neuerthelesse in all maner of other thynges to ether of y same realmes their rightes, liberties, customes, vsages and lawes, not makyng subiecte in any maner of wise one of thesame realmes to the rightes, lawes or vsages of that other. ALSO that henceforwarde, perpetually shalbee still reste, and that in all maner of wise, 28 discencions, hates, rancoures, enuies, and warres betwene thesame realmes of Fraunce and England, and the people of thesame realmes, drawyng to accorde of thesame peace maie cease and bee broken. ALSO that there shalbe fro hence forwarde for euermore peace and tranquillitee and «y good accord and common affeccion and stable frendship betwene thesame realmes and their subiectes beforesaied : thesame realmes shall kepe theselfes with their counsaill helpes and comon assistence against all maner of men that enforce theim for to doen or to ymagine wronges, harmes, displeasours or greuaunce to theim or to ether of theim. And thei shalbe conuersaunt and Marchandisen frely and surely together paiyng the custome dew and accustomed. And thei shalbe conuersaunt also, that al the confederates and alies of our said father and the realme of Fraunce aforsaid, and also our confederates, of the realme of Englande aforsaied, shall in. viij. monethes from the tyme of this accord of peace as it is notified to the, declare by their letters that they wolle draw to this accord and vvoll be comprehended vnder the treaties and accord of this peace, sauyng neuerthelesse ether of the same Crounes, and also all maner accions rightes and reuenues that longen to our sayd father and his subiectes and to vs and to our subiectes againe such maner of allies and confederacies. ALSO neither our father neither our brother the duke of Burgoyn shall bcgynne ne make 30 with Charles clepyng himselfe the dolphyn of Vyennes any treaty or peace or accorde but bv counsel and assent of all and eche of vs thre or of other thre estates of either of the sayd realmes aboue named. Also that we with assent of our sayd brother of Burgoyn & other of the nobles of the -^1 realmes of Fraiice the whiche therto owen to be called shal ordaine for the gouernance of our sayd father sekyrly, louyngly and honestly after the askyng of his royal estate and dig-' nitie by the maner that shalbe to the worship of God and of our father and of the realme of Fraunce. ALSO all maner of persons that shalbe about our father to do him personal seruice, not 32 onely in office but in all other seruices aswell the nobles and gentles as "other shalbe suche as hath bene borne in the realme of Fraunce or in places longyng to Fraunce, good, wise, true and able to that foresayd seruice. And our sayd father shall dwell in places notable of his obedience and nowhere els. Wherfore we charge & comaunde our savd liege subiectes and" O 2 other
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    100 THE. VIII. YERE OF other beyng vnder our obedience that they kepe and do to be kept in all thatlongeth to them this accord and peace after the forme and maner as it is accorded. And that they atternpte in no maner wyse any thyng that may be prejudice or cotrary to the same accorde and peace vpon paine of life,and lymme and all that they may forfaite against vs. Youen at Troys the. xxx. day of May 1420 and proclaimed in London the. xx. day of lune. 33 ALSO that we for the thinges aforesayd and euery one of the shall geue our assent by our letters patentes sealed with our scale vnto oure sayd father with all approbacion & confirmacion of vs and all other of our bloud royal and all other of the cities and tounes to vs obedient sealed with their scales accustomed. And further oure sayd father beside his letters patentes sealed vnder his great scale shall make or cause to be made letters approbatory and confirrnacions of the peres of his realme and of the lordes, citezens and burgesses of the same vnder his obedience, all which articles we haue sworne to kep* vpon the holy Euangefistes. HERE I ought not to forget howe. ii. men named learned in bothe the lawes, the one called master Ihon Bouchet the Aquitanical writer & Archedeacon of Terbe, & the other Master de Prato a solempne prothonotary his pratyng gloser wrote of this treaty and composicio, and make therof so a great matter as by the makyng of this peace it shuld appeare that England had no right to Frauce, nor by this graunt nothyng to England was geuen-. Fyrst Ihon Bouchet saieth that this treaty was the worst cotract that euer was made for the kynges of England, for by this saith he it is apparant that the kyng of Englvid hath neither tytle nor right to the croune of Fraunce but by this coposicion, for if they had right, why did they take it by coposicion ? vpon this text Master gloser saieth, that this composicion geueth a new right, and if there wer any old it taketh it away and geueth a new, whiche new gift was of litle value and lesse efficacie in the law because the issue female may not enherite accordyng to the lawe Salique, & therfore he cannot make his doughter heyre to the croune of Fraunce. If I might be so bold I wold axe Maister Ihon Bouchet this question : if a ma wrongfully kepe me out of the possession of my true and lawful inheritaunce (with whom lam neither able with purse neither with power to prosecute my cause before a competent iudge by proces of the lawe) wyll of his owne mere mocion (moued paraduenture with conscience) render to me my right, so I wyl suffre him to enioy my lande duryng his life, or that I wyl mary his daughter, haue I this land by his gift or as a thyng to me iustly by law and equitie rendred and receiued. Likewise if a riche man owe to a poore man an hundreth poundes, whiche is not able in substance or for feare of displeasure dare not attempt any suyte or quarel against his detter, if he wyl offer to pay hismoney at dayes, to the whiche request the poore man agreeth, is this a newe gift of the money or a payment of the del. In the fyrst question if the demaudant had no tytle, how could he graunt to him the accion of the land duryng his life, and in the second, if the plaintiffe had none interest how could he geue him daies of payment and yet in both the cases if the one part had no right why would the other make an offre or copound, for all coposicions haue respect to a right precedent. But in this matter, who would iudge that a kyng of so great & puissant a realme with the asset of his own counsel would dishenerite his onely sonne & surrendre his title without an apparant right and open tytle knowen and shewed by the partie,. for the olde prouerbe sayeth, long sufferaunce is no acquittance, nor prolongyng of tyme tlerogacion to right, also restitucion is no graut, nor payment of duetie is no gift. Doctors write and clerkes afferme that these treaties, arLitrementes and composicions be bothe godly, charitable and honest, both' to restore the one partie to his auncient right (whether it be in landes or goodes) and to dispence & releue the other with the takyng of the profiles of the land and vsyng in mai chandies the occupacion of the money. Now to Master gloser whiche affirmeth that a composicion taketh away an old right & geueth a new and that this coposicion is of no value: surely Master Ihon de Prato I would haue suche a peuyshe proctor reteined against me for you say that euery coposicion geueth a new right and taketh away the auaciet title, yet you sayd before y this coposicion neither geueth nor can geue any right, whiche coclusion is manifestly repugnant to the antecedent therfore you must be answered thus, if nothyng
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 101 nothyng be geuen nothyng is taken away, & so consequently no coposicion, & if there be no coposicion then remaineth styl the olde and auncient tytle in the state that it was. Paraduenture Master gloser wyl say and allege the tytle of England to be abrogated because the bouse of Valoys may lawfully prescribe against the kynges of England and haue had the possession fortie yeres and more, & so by this nieane kyng Hery had no tytle to clayme or chalenge any part of the realme of Fraunce. Then 1 pray you remember the yeres & accompt the doynges and you shall euidently perceiue that kyng Edward the third the very indubitate heyre general to the croune of Fraunce kyng Richard the second, kyng Henry the fourth and this noble kyng Henry the fift neuer desisted, vi. or. viii. yeres at the moost either by battaile or treatie to chalenge and clayme their aucient right and old enheritaunce to the by quene Isabel discended,so the title was euer in strife and neuer quiet tyll nowe the right lyne is restored : And as for your law Salique put it in your boget among lyes & fayned fables. Thus you may se the affections of Frenchemen, that an Arche foole cannot forge a lye for his pleasure, but a prothodawe wyll faine a glose to mainteine his folish fatasie. Let vs now leue these wylful writers and returne to the kyng of England, which after al these articles of the treaty beyng concluded and sworne, made the Frenche kyng the duke of Burgoyn and other the Frenche lordes a solempne and sumptuous supper and banket, and before their departyng he sadly and soberly sayd to them these wordes. All my thought care & study is (you noble princes & men of high honor) to inuent the meane, study & way, how both my kyngdomes by the benefite of almightie God enlarged &. amplified, by the conexyng & ioynyng the one to the other may be left to my posteritie clene & pure without domestical dissecion or ciuile discorde, to thentent that as no prince nor potestate hath at this day in all Europe a greater gouernance, a richer regiment nor a more puissant empire : So I trust to leue it that hereafter ther shal no power or dominion be able to be to it copared orequyolent. Wherfore I entende fyrst to extirpate & plucke away the rotes & leuynges of the ciuile discecion in this realme lately begon which ly in the brest of Charles the kynges sone, by your decre, Judgement and assent, of the newe state and dignitie of the Dolphyn vtterly depriued and disgraded, against whom it is couenient and decent that you beare armure not so muche to destroy &' confound him, as to bring him to do obaysance and reasonable coformitie. What maner a prince thinke you he would proue, when, he should obtaine & possesse a kyngdome, which beyng but a lusty yong striplyng not fearyng God nor regardyng his honor contrary to his promise & against all humaine honestie, was not ashamed to polute & staine him selfe with the bloud and homicide of the valeaunt duke of Burgoyn, O cancard stomacke in the brest of a yong prince, oh tyrannical, heart in the body of a gentle man, O vntrue long in the mouth of a Christen man; a. Christian, no aPagane, whiche neglecting his honor, violatyng his promise and dispisyng honestie, would procure or cosent to so abhominable a fact and sedicious a murder. Wherfore these thynges well pondered and iustly considered I require you to ioyne, stand, and eleue with-me as the very heyre & successor of my dere & welbeloued father in lawe kyng Charles in this realme & kyngdome, fyrst to my noble auncesters, & after to me by right title and iust clayine lawfully discended. Grudge not I pray you because I that am an Englishman shall succede in. the croune of France: I assure you, I am not nor. wil not be noted to be to you. a mere alien and straunger, was not my great grandfather kyng Edward the third sone to quene Isabel daughter to Philip the fayre and sister and heyre to. iii. kynges of this relme dead without issue? was not my great graundmother quene Philip discended of the noble house of Valoys? if the old & trite prouerbe be true that the womans side is the surer side and that the childe foloweth the wombe, although the one part be Englishe yet the surer part is Frenche, and of the Frenche flou re budded & brought furth. And therfore remembre not that I am an English ma put out of your mindes in what coutrey I was borne: and cosider. that I am a christen man & an anoyn fed. kyng, to who by both the professions it aperteineth, not onely to defend &. protect their people & subiectes from foreign powers & outward inuasions, but also to minister to them indifferent Justice, to conserue them in polliiike ordre & moderate
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    102 THE. VIII. YERE OF moderate quietnes: & finally accordyng to their desert and merites, the to promote auance, & prefer to riches, honors and estates : which thinges if I would not do to you my trusty frendes whose louyng heartes and beneuolent myndes I shall neuer forgette nor put in obliuion, I should not do my dutie to God I shuld not do the office of a kyng nor I shuld not do that whiche by the lawesof nature and reason I ought to do, which is to rendre kyndnes for kyndnes, goodnes for desert, and honor for merite. Therforc to coclude I humbly require you to stande strong with kyng Charles my father in lawe (who in the stede of myne ovvne parent I worship, loue and honor) in this concord and agrement whiche I both call & trust to be a peace final, and after his mortal ende to loue, serue & be true to me and ray posteritie, and I assure you for my part that the Occean sea shall sonerleue his flowyng and the bright sunne sh.al soner leue his shiny ng, then I shall ceasse to do that whiche becommeth a prince to do to his subiecte. or that a father ougiit to do to his natural child. WHEN he had thus persuaded the nobilitie, he with all his army, hauyng with him the Frenche kyng and the duke of Burgoyn came before the toune of Sene in Burgoyn whiche toke part with the dolphyn : and after that he had destroied the countrey about it, at the. xv. day the toune was yelded and there he made capitain the lorde lenuale. And from thence he remoued to Monstreau fault yone, where the duke of Burgoyn was slain nsyou haue heard, whiche toune was taken by assault and many of the dolphyns parte apprehended before they could get to the cartel. After the gettyngof the toune, the castle whiche \vas newly replenished with men and vitayle, denied toredre, and soil was strongly besieged: tluryng whiche assault the duke of Burgoyn was enformed by diuers in what place the duke his father was buried, whose corps he caused to be taken vp & sered and so coueighed it to Diron in high Burgoyn and buried it by duke Philip his father. THE kyng of England sent certaine of the prisoners that he had taken in this toune to aduise the capitaine of the castle to yeld the same, but they obstinatly denied the request, gcuyng opprobrious wordes to the kynges Herault, wherfore the kyng of Englad caused a gybbet to be setvp before the castle, on the whiche were hanged, xii. prisoners all gentlemen and frendes to the capilaine. When the lord of Guytry lieftenant of the castle perceiued that by no m^anes he could be succoured, and fearyng to be taken by force, he beganne to treat with tlfi> kyng of Englad, whiche in. viij. daies would take none of his offers, but in coclusion he and his rendred them seines simply, their Hues onely saued, and after, vi. wekes siege the castle was dcliuered, & the earle of Warwike was made capitain of the toune and castle, whiche fortefied the same with men, ordinance and artillerie. From thence the king of England departed to Molyn vpon Seyne and besieged it round aboule in whose company were the Frenche kyng, theyong kyng of Scottes, the dukes of Burgoyn, Clarence, Bedford, and Gloucester. The duke of Barre. Therle of Ewe. The prince of Oreng. -Therle ot'Tankeruile. The earle of Niche in Auerne. Therle oi'Longuile. Therle of Huntyngdon. Therle of saint^Paule. . Therle of Stafford. Therle of Brayne, Therle of Sommerset. Therle of Ligny. Therle Marshal. ,> Therle of Vatedcuontur. Therle of Warwike. Therle of loiuigny. Therle of Worcester. The Lord llosse. Therle of Suffolke. The Lord Matrauers. The archbishop of Britayne earle of Yury. The Lord Gray of Codnor. The lord Charles ofNauer. The Lord Bourchier. -Therle of Perche.* s The Lord Andely. Therle of Mortciine. The Lord Wylloughby. Therle of Onnond. The Lord Clynton. Therle of Desmond. The Lord Deyncost. The
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 103 The Lord Clyffbrd. The Lord Vergeer. The Lord Ferreys Groby. The Lord of Crony. The Lord Ferreys of Chartley. The Lord sent George: The Lord Talbot. The Lord Pesunes. The Lord Fitzwaren. The Lord Daugien. The Baron Dudley. The Lord Tremoyle. The Lord Mouerancy. The Lord lenuale. The lord Aubemond of Normady. Sir Ihon de Lawuoy. The lord Beauchape of Normady. Sir Ihon Courselles. -The Lord Furniuale. The lord of Barenbon. The Lord Fitzhugh. The lord of lalous. -The Lord Fanhope. The lord Bonuile. The Lord Scrope of Balos. Syr Guy de Bar. The Lord Scrope of Vpsabe. Syr Ihon Fastolf. The Lord Canneys. Syr Philip Halle. The Lord Bardolf. -Syr Philip Leche. The Lord Scales. Syr Ihon Rodney. The Baron of Care. Syr Morice Bro\vne. The Lord Duras of Gascon. Syr Piers Tempest. The Lord de la Laund Gascoy. Syr Robert Tempest The Lord Montferrant. Syr Guy Moyle. The Lord Louel. Syr Ihon Stanley. The Lord Botras of Burge. Syr Lewes Mohu, The Lord of Chastelon. and. xv. Maister souldiers. The Lord Lisleadam. THESE valeaunt princes & noble men besieged the strong tonne by the space almost of. vii. monethes, they without made mynes, cast trenches and shotgunnes dayly at the wallesy they within wherof the lord Barbason was chief capitaine manfully defended the same, this euery day was skyrmishing, scalyng, & assautyng, to the losse of bothe parties, but most of all to the losse of the within. Duryng whiche siege the Frenche quene and the quene of England, and the duches of Burgoyn came diuers times to visite their husbandes and se their fredes, whom the kyng of England so highly feasted, so louyngly entertained and with, so pleasant pastymes comforted them, that tuery creature of him reported honor, liberalitie, and gentlenes. This sieg3 so long cotinued that vitayles within the toune began to fayle, and pestilence began to growe, so that the capitaine began to treat, and in coclusion the' toune was deliuered vpon certain condicions, wherof one was that all that were concentyng to the death of the duke of Burgoyn should be deliuered to the kyng, wherof the lorde Barbason was suspected to be one, and so they were deliuered to the kyng of England, whiche sent the vnder the conduyte of the duke of Clarence his brother to the cytie of Paris wherof :he Frenche kyng made him capitaine and he toke possession of the bastyl of saint An;hony, the Louure, the house of Neele, and the place of Boys de Vynannes: WHEN this toune was thus yelded, the kyng of England made capitaine thcr therle of Suntyngdon. Fro thence he departed with his army to Corbeil, where the Frenche kyng und the two quenes then soiorned, and from thence the. ii. kynges accompanied with the dukes of Bedford, Burgoyn, Gloucester and Exceter, and therles of Warwike Salisbury and a greate numbre of noble men and knightes set furthe toward Paris, whom the citezens in good ordre met without the gates and the Clergy also with solempne processio, al the ftretes wer hanged with riche clothes £ the people in the stretes shouted and clapped handes lor ioye, the tvvoo kynges rode together, the kyng of Englande geuyng the vpper hande to 1 is father inlawe through the greate citee of Paris to our Lady Churche, where after they, said there deuocions they departed to their lodgynges, the Frenche kyng to the hous of. f1 ainct Paule, & the kyng of Englande to the Castle of Louure. The next day the twoo, Quenes
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    THE. VIII. YERE OF •Queries made their entree into Paris and wer receiued with like solempnite as their husbandes were the day before. If I should declare to you the greate giftes, the costly presentes, the plenty of vitaile that was geuen to the kyng of Englande : or reherse how the conduites abundantly spouted out wine of diuers colours, or describe the costly pagiantes, the plesant songes or swete armony that wer shewed song and played at diuers places of tie citie, or shewe the greate gladnes, the hertie reioysing and the greate delight that the comen people had at this concorde and peace finall, I should reherse many thynges that yeu •would be weried both with the readyng and hearyng. DVRYNG the season that these, ii. kynges thus lay in Paris, there was a greate asseble •called, aswell of the spiritualtie as of the nobilitie in the which the two kynges sat as iudges, before whom the Duches of Burgoyn by her proctor appeled the Dolphin and. vii. other for the murdre of duke.Ihon her husband. To the whiche appele the cousaill of the other part made diuers offers of amendes, aswel of foundaciosof priestes to praie for the solle, as recompence of money to the widowe and children, for the finall determinacio wherof the kynges toke a farther deliberacion and appoincted a farther day. To the citee of Paris at this tyme resorted the three estates of the realme, where euery persone seuerally sware vpd the holy Euangelistes to kepe, support, maintein, and defende the treaty and peace finall which was concluded betwene the two princes and their counsailes and therto euery noble man, spirituall gouernor, and teporall rulers set to their seales, whiche instrumentes wer sent to the kynges treasury of his Exchequer at Westminster, sauely to be kept wher they yet remain. These two kynges soiornecl in Paris all the feaste of Christmas. The Frenche kyng liyng at the hous of S. Paule kept no estate nor open court to no man except his houshold seruauntes and men of base estate frequented his hous. But the kyng of Englande and his Quene, kepte suche solempne estate, so plentifull a hous, so princely pastyme, and gaue so many gyftes that from all partes of Fraunce, noblemen and other resorted to his palice to se his estate and do hyrn honor. THEN the kyng of England toke vpon hym as Regent of Frauce to redresse causes, remoue officers, reforme thynges that were a misse, and caused a new coyne to be made called the Salute, wherin wer the Armes of Fraunce and the Armes of England and Frauce quarterly. And to set all thynges in a quietnes, he constituted sir Gilbert Vmfreuile capitain of Melun with a good riumbre of valiant souldiers, and the erle of Huntyngdon his cosyn germain was deputed capitain at Boys de Vincens, and the duke of Excester with. v.C. menne of warre was assigned to kepe the citee and toune of Paris. When he had thus ordered his affaires according to his deuice & ordre, he with the quene his wife his princes and nobles departed from Paris and came to the citie of Roan. But before his remouyng, he caused proces to be made against Charles called the Dolphyn, comaundyng hym to appere at the table of Marble at Paris, where for lacke of aperance he was with all solempnitie in suche a cause requisite denounced giltie of the murther and homicide of Ihon late Duke of Burgoyue, and by the sentence of the court of parliament he was exiled and banished the realme and territories of Fraunce, and depriued of all honores, names, dignities and preheminences which lie then had or herafter might haue. Wherefore the Dolphyn went into Languedoc and after to Poyctiers gettyng to hym suche frendes as he could, and in especiall he obteigned so highly the fauor of therle of Arminack that he not onely toke his part, but also releued hyni with money, aided hym with men and in his own persone continually serued hym against his foes and enemies. WHILE Kyng Henry soiorned in the citee of Roan, he receiued homage of all the nobles of Normandy: eroogest whom therle of Stafford did homage for thecountie of Perche, and Arthur of Britayu did homage for the countie of Ynry, whiche the kyng before had geuen to them. He also ordeined 1 his liuetenaunt generall both of Fraunce , and Normandy his brother Thomas duke of Clarence, and his deputie in Normandy was the erle of Salisbury. When the feast of Christmas (whiche he kepte with all triumphe andsolemptie in his castle of Roan) was passed, he with the quene his wife departed from Roan to Amies and so came
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 105 came to Caleis where he toke ship the morow after Candlemas day and landed at Douer, and came to Eltham and so through Londo to Westminster. Meruel it is to write but more meruel it was to se, with what ioy, what triumphe, what solace and what reioisyng he was receiued of all his subiectes, but in especiall of the Lodoners, which for tediousnesse I ouer passe. And no doubt Englande had greate cause to reioyce at the coming of suche a noble capitain, so valiant a prince and so mightie a conqueror, whiche in so small space and so briefe tyme had brought vnder his obeysance the greate & puissant realtne & dominion of Fraurice. And first to rendreto God his creator tnoste huble & hertie thankes, he caused solempne processions to be obserued & kept. v. daies together in euery citee and toune : After that done he made greate purueighance of all thynges necessary for the coronacion of his Quene & spouse the faire lady Katheryn, whiche was doen the daie of. s. Mathy the. xxiiij. daie of February, on whiche solepne feast she was coueighed on fote betwene. ii. bishops vnder a riche canapie fro the greate halle at Westminster to. S. Peters churche, & there she was anointed & crouned with al y ceremonies to so great an estate aperteinyng or requisite. After which solepnitie ended, she was again with great pope coueighed in to Westminster hall & ther set in y throne at the table of marble at the vpper end of the hall : whose seruice and solepnite who so list to rede let him ioke on the Chronicle of Robert Fabia which declareth it at large. ^ THE NYNTH YERE. WHile these thynges were thus dooyng in Englande, the du£e of Clarence brother to the The-!«kyng and his lieuetenat generall in Fraunce and Normandy, assembled together all the garrisons of Normandy at the toune of Bernay, and from thece departed into the countrie of Mayne, and at Fount degene he passed the riuer of Youe and rode through all the Countrie to Lucie where he passed the Riuer of Loyre and entered into Aniowe, & came before the citee of Angiers where he made many knightes, that is to sale, sir William Rosse, sir Henry Godard, sir Rowlad Rider, sir Thomas Beaufforde called the bastard of Clarence and diuerse other, and after that he had forraid, brent, and spoyled the coutrie he returned with praie and pillage to the toune of Beaufford in the valey, where he was aduertised that a greate numbre of his enemies wer assembled together at a place called Bangle, that is tosaie, the duke of Alanson callyng hymself leuetenant generall for the Dolphyn Therle of Marche in Auerne. The Lorde Buell. Therle of Merle. The Lorde Gaules. Therle of Ponthiure. The Lorde of Graueney. The Vicount Thomars. The Lorde dela Brete. The Vicount Chasteaulerat. The Lorde de la Faiet Marshall io the The Vicount Damboyse. Dolphyn. The Lorde of Egle. The Baron of Coluces. The Bastard of Alanson. The Lorde Danzebost. The Bastard de la Marche. The Lorde Vipond Diagosales, capitain The Bastard of Vandosme. of the Spaniardes The Lorde Champaine. And of the Scotles whiche were late come Sir Anthony of Champayne. out of Scotlande to seme the Dolphyn. The Lorde of Fountayes. Ihon erle of Boghan and Robert his bio The Lorde of Bellay. ther, sonnes to the gouernor of ScotThe Lorde Dauerton. lande. The Lorde Rarnbures. Archibald Dowglas erle of wigto. The Lorde Tanagny de Chastell. Alexader Lynsay brother to theile of Sir Ihon Turmyn. Crayford. The Lorde Dasse. Sir Thomas Swynton, P Sir
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    106 ; THE. IX. YERE OF Sir William Stuard. Sir Ihon Haliburton. Sir Willyam Doglas. Sir Ihon Crawforth. , Sir Ihon Turnebull. Sir William Candey. Sir Robert Lisle. Sir Ihon Grey. Sir William Conningham. ^ Sir Ihon Commyn. Sir Alexander Meldryne. Sir Rober Boence. Sir Alexander Hume. Sir Archibalt Forbosse. Sir Ihon Balglauie. Sir Ducane Comine & many other. Sir Willyam Lisle. THE duke of Clarence had a Lomberd resorting to hym called Andrewe Forgusa was retained with the part aduerse, of whom the duke inquired the nubre of his enemies, to who he reported that their numbre was but small and of no strength and far vnmete to compare with halfe the power of his puissaunt armie, entisyng and prouokyng hym to set on the Frenchmen, warratyng hym a famous victory and a faire daie. The duke geuen to muche credite to this traytor, like a valiant and coragious prince assembled together all the horssemen of his army and lefte the Archers behynde hym vnder the ordre of the Bastarde of Clarence and two Portyngales capitaines of Fresnye le Vicount, saiyng that he onely and the nobles would haue the honor of that iorney. When the duke was past a straight and a narowe passage, he espied his enemies ranged in good ordre of battaill by the monicion of the Lombard w niche had sold hym to his enemies, and thesaid aduersaies had laied suche bushementes at the straightes that the duke by no wayes without battaill could ether retire or flie. The Englishemen seyng no remedy valiauntly set on their enemies whiche wer foure to one, the battail was fierce and the fight dedly, neuer wer so fewe men seen more coragiously to defend theimselfes then did the Englishemen that daie they fought and defeded, the slewe and felled, but it auailed not, for they wer repressed with a multitude and brought to confusion. There were slain the duke of Clarence, therle of Tankeruile, the Lorde Rosse, Sir Gilbert Vmffreuile erle of Kent, and sir Ihon Lumley, sir Robert Verend and almoste two thousand Englishemen, and therles of Somerset Suffblke and Perche, the Lorde Fitzwater, sir Ihon Barkely, sir Rauffe Neuell, sir Henry luglos, sir Willyam Bowes, sir Willyam Longton, sir Thomas a Borough and diuerse other taken prisoners, and of the Frenchemen wer slain aboue. xij.C. of the best men of warre so that they gained not much. The Bastard of Clarence whiche taried at Beauford was enformed of the numbre of the Frenchmen, wherfore he with all the Archers made hast to succor the Duke, but they came to late, for the Frenchmen, hearyng of the approchyng of the Archers fled with their prisoners with all the hast they could, leuyng behynde theim the bodie of thesaid duke and the ded carions. When the archers came and sawe their enemies gone : Lorde howe they mourned & lamented the euell chance of the deceiued duke, but seyng no remedy, thei tooke the ded bodies and buried theim all sauyng the dukes corps, whiche with great solempnitie was sent into Englande and buried at Canterbury beside his father. After this the Englishemen brente and spoyled the countrie of Mayne and so returned to Alaunson and there departed euery man to his Garrison. This battail was fought at Bawgy in Aniow on Easter euen in the yere of our Lorde a thousande. CCCC. xxij. I lament the foly and foolishenes of this duke and I maruell at his vnwitty doyng and rashe enterprise, that he would aducnture his life and hazard his compaignie leuyng behynde hym the Archers whiche should haue been his shilde and defence : What maie be said, he desired honor and loste his life, he coueted victory and was ouercome, thus is the old prouerbe verified which saieth : If shepe ronne wilfully emongest Wolues they shall lese ether life or fell. KYNG Henry beyng aduertised of this infortunate chance and deceatfull losse of his louyng brother, sent without delaie Edmond erle of Mortaigne and brother to therle of Somerset into Normandy, geuyng to hym like authoritee & preheminence as his brother the late deceassed duke of Clarence had or enioyed. After that he called his highe courte
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 107 courte of Parliamente, in the which he declared so wisely, so seriously and with so greate a grauitie the actes that wer done in the real me of Frauce, the estate of the tyme presente and what thynges wer necessary for the tyme to come (if they would looke to haue that lewell and high kyngdo for the whiche they had so long laboured and sought for) that the comonaltie gladly graunted a fiftene, and the Clergy beniuolently offred adoble dis.me, and because no delay should be in the kynges affaires for lacke of paiment, the bishoppe of Winchester his vncle lent to hym. xx. M. pounde, to be receiued of the same dismes. When all thynges necessary for this voyage wer ready and prepared, he sent his brother Ihon duke of Bedford with all his armie (whiche the Frenchmen write to be. iiii. M. men of Armes and. xx. M. Archers and other) before hym to Caleis. And he himself shortly after in the middle of May passed the seas and arriued there in greate triuphe, where to hym was shewed that the Dolphyn with. vii. M. men had besieged the toune of Chartiers whiche was manfully defended by the Bastarde of Thyan and other set and apoynted there by the duke of Excester. Kyng Henry not myndyng to lose so faire a toune, with all his Armie departed in good ordre of battaill toward Paris, and at Mostreull there receiued hyrn the duke of Burgoin, whiche fro that place attended on the kyng to Dowast in Ponthiew and so came to Abbeuile, and after the kyng tooke a toune of sir laques of Harecort called la Ferte, and there the duke departed from the kyng for a sixe daies prornisyng on his honour by that daie to returne, the kyng of Englande passed forwarde by Beauuoys Gisors, and from thence came to Boys de Vincens where he founde the Frenche kyng and his Quene, whom he louyngly saluted and they him again honorably receiued and highly feasted, and thel'her came accordyng to his appoyntment Philip duke of Burgoyn, where was daily consultyng and he wisely deuisyng howe to subdue and represse the haultnes and force of the Dolphyn, hauyng perfight knowledge that as long as he ether liued or wandered vnbrideled so long should neuer the treaty and finall peace be obserued, wherefore he and the duke of Burgoyn apoynted in all the haste to fight with the Dolphyn and to reise the siege before Charters. The kyng of Englande with all his puyssaunce came to the toune of Naunte, and thether repaired the duke of Burgoyn with. iiii. M. men, of whose commyng the king was not a litle reioysed,. but or they from thence departed, they had knowledge arid true instruccion that the Dolphyn heryng of the puissant army of the kyng, approchyng to geue hym battail, was reculed with his people toward Towers in Towrayne. Wherfore the kyng of England incontinent, not onely sent the duke of Burgoyn into Picardy to resist the malice of sir laques Harcort whiche daily inferred war and caused wast & destruccio in the same coutrie, but also apointed lames kyng of Scottes to lay siege to the toune of Driex, whiche so sore by sworde and engins enforced the inhabitantes that after sixe wekes passed, they deliuered thesame to the kyng of Scottes, to the behofe of kyng Henry his souereigne Lorde whiche made there of capitain the erle of Worcester and baily there, sir Henry Mortimer. The king himself remoued from Naut and passed ouer the riuer of Leyre, folowyng the Dolphyn toward Tours: but he mistrustyng his power and puttyng diffidece in some of his owne flocke fled to Burges in Berrie, and chosyng that place as his chiefe refuge and surest fortresse bothe for the situacion of the place and also for the fidelitie and constancie of the people, determined there to tary till fortune would turne her whele and loke on hym with some gracious looke or louyng countenaunce, and therfore in a lest he was comonly called the kyng of Burges and of Berries. The kyng of England with all his puissance so fast folowed the fliyng Dolphyn, that vitail began to faile, and horssemen waxed scante: so that he consideryng that Burges beeyng the Dolphyns onely succoure and refuge, beeyng well vitailed and well manned was more profitable and auailable to the defender, then to hym that should make the assaute, wherfore he willyng to sane his people from famyne whom he knewe to be from the dente of the Frenche sworde clerely exempt and vntouched, returned ouer the riuer of Leyre and gat Gasconeis vpon Youne, and a toune called the kynges Newe toune, and diuerse other whose names nowe to reherce were more tedious then pleasaunt. But he seyng the toune of Meaux in Brye not to bee a toune P2 re �
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    108 THE. X. YERE OF replenished with enemies, in the middest of his new gotten subiectes determined to take away the open scruple whiche might poyson and infecte the membres dwellyng hard by, wherfore he with these nobles folowyng besieged the said citeeof Meaux. Therle of Worcester. The Lorde Ferreis of Chartley. Therle of Yury. Tlie Lorde Botreux. Therle of Bravon. The Lorde Clynton. The Lorde Clifford. The Lorde Harryngton. The Lorde Forniuall. The Lorde Willoughby. The Lorde Louell. . The Lorde Fitzhewe, the kynges ChamThe Lorde Awdely. berlaine. The Lorde Seynt Mawre. Sir Ihon Germayne. The Lorde Deyncort. Sir Ihon Fastolffe. The Lorde Zouche. Sir Lewes Robsert. The Lorde Morley. Sir Willyam Gascoyn. The Lorde Fanhope and his sonne whiche Sir Robert Harlyng. died there. Sir Willia Philip & diuerse other. THIS toune was no lesse vitailed then manned, and no better manned then fortified, so that the kyng of Englande could nether haue it to hym deliuered at his pleasure, nor he could not gayne it by assaut without his greate losse and detriment Wherfore he determined not to depart til he had ether gained or subuerted the toune. Duryng this siege was borne at Wynsore on the dale of. S. Nicholas in Nouember the kynges sonne called Henry, whose Godfathers were Ihon duke of Bedford and Henry bishop of Wynchester, and laquet Duches of Holad was Godmother, wherof the kyng of England was certefied liyng at this siege of Meaux. Whe he was aduertised of this good fortune and happie chaunce that God had sent him a sonne, he gaue thankes to his Creator or redemer for the geuyng to hym so goodly an ympe which should succede in his croune & scepter. But when he heard reported the place of his natiuitie, whether he fantasied some old blind prophesy, or had some foreknowledge, or els Judged of his sones fortune, he sayd to the lord Fitzheugh his trusty Chamberlein these wordes. My lorde, I Henry borne at Monmoth shall small tyme reigne & much get, & Hery borne at Wyndsore shall long reigne and al lese, but as God will so be it. After the quene of England was thus deliuered of her faire sonne she returned into Fraunce firste to her husbande, and after to her father and mother where she was on all partes so honorably receiued, so louyngly entertained and so highly feasted that she appeared to be no lesse loued of her noble husbande then of her naturall parentes. f THE TENTH YERE. xhc. x. DVYyng the tyme of this siege, sir Oliuer Manye a valiant man of warre of the Dolphyns part, whiche before was capitain of the Castle of Faloys and yeldyng it by composi*cion, sware neuer to bere Armure against the kyng of England, assembled a great nunabre of men of warre aswell of Britons as Frenchemen, that is to saie : The lorde Mountburchicr, the lorde of Coynon, the lorde of Chastelgiron, the lorde Tyntignace, the lorde Dela Howssay and diuerse other whiche entered into the coutree of Constantino in Normandy, and robbed and killed the Englishmen where thei might ether espie or take theim at their auauntage: but therle of Suffolk keper of those Marches hearyng of their doynges, sent for the lorde Scales, sir Ihon Aston bayly of Constantine, Sir Willyam Halle, t>ir Ihon Banaster and many other out of the Garrisons within that territory, whiche encountered with their enemies at a place called It Parke Leuecgue in English the bishops Parke, ther was a sore and a long fight, many a propre feate of Armes was done that daie and many a man was in that place ouerthrowen, the Englishmen onely desired victory, and the Frenchmen desired a safe returne, but in cdclusion the Frenchmen beyng not able to withstand the charge that was laied to them began to flic, in which conflict and flight wer slain, the lorde Coynon, the lorde of Castell Giron, and three hundred
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 105 dred other and there wer taken prisoners, the lorde Dela Howsay and sir Oliuer Manny and. Ix. other. The kyng being aduertised of this good chance and happy iorney, sent sir Oliuer Manny to hym liyng before Meux, to whom he saied, faire father you haue sworne and promised vnto vs that you would neuer make war nor beare armure against vs nor our subiectes, ye are an ancient knight and ought to haue kept your faith and promise, whiche you haue vntruly and vnhonestly broken and violate, and yet we wolle not (although by the lawe of armes we might lawfully so dooe) put you to death but graunt to you your life, but we wolle sende you into Englande to lerne you to speake Englishe, and so shortly after he was sent to London where for very shame & mere Malyncoly he died and was buried in the White Friers. THE Scottes write (beleue theim if ye will) that the kyng of England hearyng that the Dolphyn had sent for aide into Scotland and that he had retained theim in wages (for of their owneabilitie they bee nether able to send an army ouer the sea, nor yet of substaunce to beare a continual! warre, for this all their owne histories declare and their Chronicles make mencion, and yet the countrie is not so poore but the people be as proude) sent one daie for lames the Scottishe kyng and in the presence of his cofisaill declared to hym .vhat humanite, what fauor and what synguler affection kyng Henry his father bare duryng his naturall life toward thesaid kyng of Scottes: Puttyng hym in remembraunce of the great loue and manifold gratuites which he himself sithe the beginnyng of his reigne had exhited and shewed to the same kyng lames, that neither he nor his father had any thyng negligently omitted whiche ether might apperteigne to the office of a frcnd or to the dutie of a tutor whiche should loue and cherishe his Orphane or pupile, promisyng hynt libertie with a greate rewarde if he would cause the Scottes whiche wer adherentes to the Dolphin to returne again into their countree and natiue region. To the whiche request the kyng of Scottes with a veryfreshe herte answered saiynjr: what your noble father hath done to me & what fauor & benefite I haue receiued at your handes, I shall not nor will not when I maie (I assure you) forget, and when my power shall serue I shall not faile to recompence your dooynges with like kyndnes. But of your request I maruell not alitle, first consideryng that I am a prisoner and haue no possession of my realme, secodairely that I am as yet nether sworne to my subiectes, nor they by no oth of allegeance are bofid to obey my comaundemetes: wherfore I desyrc you no more to moue me in this thyng which BOW I canot do, & yet if I might I would fyrst forese whether it wer to me honorable oc to my realme honest to leue our old frend in his extreme necessitie without ayd or cofojt. With this answer the kyng of England was not cotent (as the Scottes say), but after kinwlames departing fro his presence, kyng Henry saied, happy shall they bee whiche shalbe subiectes to suche a kyng that is endued with suche wit and wisedome at these yongycres of a^e.. THE kyng of England liyng styl before the toune of Meux in Brye as you haue heard sore bet the walles with ordinance & cast dounebulwarkes and rampeyres on euery syde of the toune, and sore oppressed them within the toune, wherof hearyng the lord of Ofiemond, •with a copany of chosen persons set by the dolphyn, came priuely in the night to the wallesanS set vp a ladder and diuers of his company mounted vp and entred into the toune, and as he passed ouer a plancketo come to the walles he fell into a deepe ditche, the Englishemen. hearyng this noyse ranne to the ditche where they toke the lord of Ofmount & sle\ve diuersof his company whiche stode at defence. The capitaine within the toune perceiuymr that their succours were taken, playnely iudged that the toune could not long continue, wherfore they caused all the goodes of the toune to be conueighed into the market place, which was strong and well fortefied. The kyng of England beyng therof aduertised, comaunded in all hast to geue an assault to the toune, whiche was quickly done, so that the toune by fine force was within thre houres taken & spoyled. And the same day the kyng, besieged round about the sayd Marketplace, and toke the mylle adioynyng to" the same*? The capitaines perceiuyng in what case they were, fearyng to be taken by assault, began totreat with the kyng of Englande, whiche appointed the earle of Warwike and the lord Hunger ford;
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    MO THE. X. YERE OF .gerford to comen with them & in conclusicion a treaty was taken, and so the toune and Marketplace with all the goocies, were deliuered into the kyng of Englandes handes the. x. day 
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    .KYNG HENRY THE. V. ill. weakened, he began to wax sick.e, ye and so sicke that he was constrained to tary and to send his brother the duke of Bedford to perfonne his iorney and enterprise. THE duke like a valiant capitayne set forwarde to reskue the toune besieged, wherof hearyng the dolphyn with al his capitaines & hardy souldiours departed thence into Barrey to his great dishonor and lesse gaine, & so was the cytie of Cosney or Coney reskued to the great honor of the Englishe nacion. In the meane season kyng Henry wexed sicker and. sicker and so was layd in a horselitter and conueighed to Boys de Vyncens to whom shortly after repaired the dukes of Bedforde and Gloucester his vncles, and the erles of Salsbury and Warwike, who the kyng louyngly entertained and embrased: and whe they seyng him. in so great an agony and excedyng payne began to wepe and bewaile his paineful paines and greuous malady, He with a constant inynde without any outward shewe either of sadde countenaunce or sorowe comforted and encouraged them to be mery and ioyous. But when the crisis of his sicknes was past and that he perceiued that hellh was ouercome and had lost the victory, he rendred to God his most heartie thankes, for that chiefly that he called him out of this miserable life at suche tyme when he was of most perfite remembraunce bothe towarde God and the world and also in the time of his florishyng coquest, in the whiche he had neuer receiued misfortune, euil chance, or spot of dishonor : And1 turning him self to his brethren and other noble personages sayd to them. My natural brethren and trusty fredes, I se you lament, I perceiue you bewaile my death approchyng and fatall ende at hand of the whiche I am both glad and reidyce, for this short tyme and smal tract of my mortal life, shal be a testimony of my strength, a declaracio of my lus- ' rc '"' tice, and a settyng furth of all myne actes and procedynges, and shall be the cause that I by death shal obteine fame, glorye and renoume, and escape the reprehension of coward- . nes, and the mote of all infamy, whiche I might haue chaunsed to falle into if nature had j lenger prolonged my life or daies: for it is commonly sayd, that as tyme chaungeth, condi- ' cions alter, and in long time al thinges continue not in one estate. But as eternitie is the triumpher vpo tyme, so do- 1 trust after this short life to haue an eternal beyng, and after this miserable pilgrimage, mine hope is to enioy the celestial kyugdome, and to come to the place of rest and palice of quietnes. NOWE as touchyng you (no doubt but this my sodaine chaunce molesteth your heartes and disquieteth your senses, and not without a cause, you lament the calamitie mid mischaunce that is like to fall on your countrey because that 1 in this troublous worlde and tempestious season Icue you destitute of a gouernour and ruler whiche chance is the lesse to be moned and regarded, because in all worldly thynges some thing euer lacketh and nothing long endureth: wherfore because the olde saiyng is, that in tyme of necessitie wit and wysedome be proued, I require you to consult, study and take paine to come to the ende of the iorney whiche I in my tyme haue begon and entered in, & chiefly because I haue euer loued and trusted you aboue all other persons, I require and desire you noweto shewe like loue and be as trusty to my sone that shalbe your soueraigne lord, so that •whatiioeuer duty, allegiance or fauor for my liberalitie or kindnes to you shewed, was to* me either of honestie or ciuilitie due or owyng : let the same for rny sake be extended, shewed and recompensed to mine heyre & successor litle prince Henry. Some persons haue hated the father & yet haue loued the child and some haue loued the father and numbered the child, of which sort I neither reken nor accompt you, but this I say, if you loue me, you ought to loue my child, not for his desert, but for myne, and sith now I shalbe taken, from you before satisfactio or recompence made to me for my manyfolde goodnes and ample benefites to you shewed in my life I say & affirme that after my death (excepte you be noted; with the blot of ingratitude, I will not say vntrueth) you ought to render the same to my child your nephue or kynsman, I pray God that you do not defraud me^ of the good e*pectacion that I haue euer had of you. And because I will not charge you, I wyl frendly exhort you to bryng vp my lytle infant in vertuous liuyng, moral doctrine, and prudentv pollicye to thentent that by your paine he may proue wise, by your, instruction, he may. prou*
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    1!2 THE. X. YERE OF prone pollitike and by your ethicacion he may be able to rule a kingdome, and not to be ruled of other: by the which deuoier you shall not onely do your dutie to your prince and soueraigne lorde, but also meriteand deserue thankes of your natiuecountrey to the which you be both bound and obliged. Beside this my peticion is not onely to cofort my most Herest and welbeloued quene and espouse now beyng (as I thinke, the most dolorus and pensiue woma liuyng) but also to loue her and honor her as I haue both loued and honored you. AND as touching the estate of my realmes, Fyrst I c5maund you to loue and ioyne -together in one leage or concord and in one vnfained ainitie, kepyng continual peace and ainitie with Philip duke of Burgoyn. And neuer make treatie with Charles that calleth him selfe dolphyn of Vyen, by the whiche any part either of the croune of Fraunce or of the duchies of Normandy or Guyan may be appaired or diminished. Let the duke of Orleance and the other princes styl remaync prisoners til my sone come to his lawful age, lest his returning home again may kindle more fier in one day then may be well quenched in thre. If you thinke it necessary I would my brother Vmfrey should be Protector of England duryng the minoritie of my child, prohibiting him once to passe out of the realme. And my brother of Bedford with the helpe of the duke of Burgoyne I wyll shall rule and be regent of the realme of Fraunce, comaundyng him with fyre and sworde to persecute Charles callyng him selfe dolphyn, to thentent either to bryng him to reason & obeysaunce, or to dryue and expel him out of the realme of Fraunce admonishyng you to lese no tyme, nor to spare ilo cost in recoueryng that whiche to you is now offered. And what thynges either I haue gotten or you shal obtaine, I charge you kepe it, I comaund you to defend it, and I desire you to norishe it : for experience teacheth that there is no lesse praise to be geue to the keper then to the getter, for verely gettyng is a chaunce and kepyng a wit. Wei I fele that cLath draweth neare & I shal not long tary, therfore, I comit my solle to God, my loue to my frendes, my sinnes to the deuil and my body to the earth. THE noblemen present promised to obserue his preceptes and performe his desires, but their heartes were so pensiue & replenished with doloure that one without wepyng could not beholdc the other. Then he sayd the seuen Psalmes and receiued the blessed Sacrament, and in saying the Psalmes of the passion completed his dayes and ended his life the last day of August, in the yere of our lord. M.CCCC.xxii. Thcdiscrip- Til IS Henry was a kynjr whose life was immaculate & his liuyng without spot. This kymj tionotkvng . J, ii n i i o e i- j • M-L- • • • • ° Hemythe. w^s a prince whom all men loued £ ot none disdained. Ihis prince was a capitame against *'• whom fortune neuer frowned nor mischance once spurned. This capitaine was a shepherde whom his flocke loued and louyngly obeyed. This shepherd was such a Justiciary that no offece was vnpunished nor friendship vnrewardecl. This iusticiary was so feared, that all rebellion was banished and sedicion suppressed, His vertues were nomore notable then his qualities were worthy of place, for in strength and agilitieof bodye fr5 his youth fewe were to him coparable : for which cause in wrestlyng, leapyng and runnyng no man almoste durst with him presume, in castyng of great yron barres and heuy stones, he excelled comonly all men. No coldemade him slouthfull, 'nor heat caused him to loyter, and when he most labored his head was vncouered. He was no more wery of harnesthen of alight cloke. Hunger and thirst were not to him noysome. He was neuer aferde of a wounde nor neuer sorowed for the paine. He neither turned his nose from euill sauoure, nor fro smoke or dust he would not close his eyes. No man could be founde more temperate in eatyng and drinkyng, whose diete was not to delicate, but rather mete for men of warre than for virgyns Enery honest person was permitted to come to him sittyng at his mele, and either secretly or openly to declare his mynd and intent. High and weightie causes aswel betwene men of warre & other he wold gladly hear, and either determined the him selfe or comitted the to other to geue sentence. He slept very lytle and that onely by reason of bodely labour & vnquietncs of mynde, fro the whiche no small noyse could awake him, insomuche that when his soukliers either sang in the nightes or their minstreles played that all the campe sodded of 1 their
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    KYNG HENRY THE. V. 113 their noyse, he then slept most solidly. His courage was so constant and his heart so vnnuttuble that lie cast away al feare, and dread fro him was banished. If any alarum wer made by his enemies, he was fyrst in arm n re and the fyrst that would set forward. In the time of war he gat knowledge, not onely what his enemies did, but what they sayd and entended, so that al thynges to him were knowcn, & of his deuices few persons before the thing was at the point to be done should he made priuie. He had such knowledge in orderyng and guydyng an armve and suche a grace in encouragyng his people, that the Frenchmen sayd he could not be vaquishcd in battel. lie had suche wit suche prudence and suche pollicie that he neuer enterprised any thyng before he had fully debated it and foresene al the mayne chaunccs that might happen : and when the end was concluded, he with all diligence and courage set his purpose forward. Marueilcit is to heare howe he beyng a prince of honor, a prince of youth, a prince of riches, did continually abstain fro lasciuious liuyng & blynd auarice, yea, & in the time of losse he was no more sad then in the tyme of victory, which constacy few men haue or can vse: Suche a stable stornacke had he and such a grauitie was geuen in the bottc-rne of his heart. What pollicy he had in findyng sodaine remedies for present mischiefes, and what practice he vsed in sauyng him selfe and his people in sodaine distresses excepte by his actes they did plainly appeare, I thinke it were almost a thyng incredible. What should I speakc of his bountefulnes and liberalitie no man could be more gentle, more liberal nor more free in geuyng rewardes to al persones according to their desertes: Saiyng that he had leuer dye the to be subiect to au^-ice, and that he neuer desired to haue money to kepe, but to geue and spend. He was mercyful to offenders, charitable to the nedy, indifferent to al men, faithful to his fredes, and fierce to his enemies, toward God most deuout, toward the world moderate, and to his realme a very father. What should I say, he was the blasyng comete ' and apparent lanterne in his daies, he was the mirror of Christendome & the glory of his conntrey, he was the floure of kynges passed, and a glasse to them that should succede. No Emperor in magnanimitie euer him excelled. No potentate was more piteous nor lordc more bounteous. No prince had lesse of this subiectes and neuer kyng coquered more : whose lame by his death as liuely florisheth as his actes in his life wer sene and rcmembred. When his death •was published among the comen people, incotinet their heartes wer appaulled and their courages abated, their dolor so tnuche encreased & their wittes were so muche troubled that they like mad men rent their garmentes and tare their heere, accusyng and blamyng fortune which had taken away from them so precious aiewel, so noble an ornament & so sure a defence: for no doubt as much hope as was taken awaye fro the Englishmen, for the gettyng of Fraunce by his sodain death, so much trust was encreased in the stomackes of the Frenche nacion, hopyng to recouer their aucientlibertieahd old parentage. For whiche cause some say that he was poysoned, the Scottes write that he died of the disease of s. Fiacre, whiche is a palsey & a crape. Enguerant sayeth that he died of S. Anthonies Fier, but al these be but fables as many mo write. For Peter Basset esquire which at the time of his death was hisrhriberlaiu affirmeth that he died of a Plurisis whiche at that tyme was so rare a sickenes and so straug a disease that the name was to the most part of men vnknowen & phisicions wer acquainted as lytle with any remedy for the same, and therfore euery ma iudged as he thought, and named a sickenes that he knew, shotyng not nere the pricke nor vnderstandyng the nature of the- disease. This kyng reigned, ix. yeres. v. moncthes and. xxiii. dayes & lined not ful. xxxviii. yeres : he was of stature more then the comen sort, of body lene, wel mebred & strogly made a face beautiful somwhat long necked, black heered, stout of stomake, eloquent of tong, in rnarcial affaires a very doctor, & of al chiualry the very Paragone, His body was enbautned & closed in lede & layde in a charet royal richely apparelled with cloth of gold, vpon the corps was layd a representacion of his person adorned with robes, diademe, scepter & bal like a kyng, the which charet was drawe with. vi. horses richely trapped with seueral armes, the fyrst with the armes of S. George, the. ii. with tharmes of Normandy, the. iii. with the armes of kyng Arthur, the. iiii. with the armes of S. Edward, the fift with the armes of Fraimce enely, and the sixt with the armes cf England and Fraunce, On this Charet Q gaue
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    114 THE. I. YERE OF gaue attendance lames kyng of Scottesthe principal morner, the duke of Exceter Thomas his vncle, therle of Warwike Richard, therle of Marche Edmond, therle of Stafford Humfrey, the earle of Mortaine EdmondeBeauft'ord, the lord Fitzhugh Henry, the lord Hungerford Water, sir Lewes Robsert Burchier, sir Ihon Cornewale lord Fahope, and the lord Crumwel wer the other morners. The lord Louel, the lord Audcly, the lord Morly, the lord Souche bars the baners of sainctesand the Baron of Dudley bare the standerd&c therle of Longuile bare the baner. The Hatchementes \ver borne onely by capitaines to the nobre of. xii. and roud about the charet rode. CCCCC. me of armes al in blacke harnes £ their horses barded blacke with the but of their speres vpward. The coduit & ordre of al this dolorous dole was comaiided to sir Willia. Philip treasorer of the kynges houshold and to sir Wyllia Porter his chief caruer and other. Beside this, on euery syde of the charet went. CCC, persons holdyng long torches, and lordes bearyng baners, banerols & penons. With this funeral pompe he was conueighcd from Boys de Vyncens to Paris and so to Roan, to Abbeuile, to Caleys, to Doucr and so thorough London to Westminster, where he was buried with suche solernpne ceremonies, suche mournyng of lordes, such praier of priestes, suche lamentyng of commons as neuer was before that day sene in the realme of Englande. Shortly after this solempnitie, his sorowful quene returned into England and kept her estate with the yong kyng her sone. Thus ended this noble and puissant prince his most noble & fortunate reigne ouer the realme of England: whose life although cruel Atropos before his tyme abbreuiated, yet neither fyre, rust, nor frettyng tynne shal amongest Englishmen ether appall his honoure or obliterate his glorye whiche in so fewe yeres and brief dayes achiued so bighaduentures and made so great a conquest. If The ende of the victorious actes of kyng Henry the fift. THE TROBLEOUS SEASON OF KYNG HENRY THE SIXT. The,i.y€K. TTVEath the determinate end of mannesh'fe, and of all yearthly thynges the finall poynfr JLJ and pricke, whiche fauoureth nether Emperour nor spareth kyng, but at his plesure confoundeth riche and slaieth poore, rnbodiyng the solle of this godly prince this marcial capitain and renoumed flower, not onely dismaied and appalled the hertes and corages of the Englishe nacion, but also pufte vp and encoraged the myndes and stomackes of the Dolphyn and his proude people: The one parte thynkyng, the kepyng of Normandy and other dominions to hym gayned to bee v«ry dangerus, The other part trustyng the farther coquest in Frauce not onely to be doubtful), but to their iudgementes apparantly impossible : Yet the politike Princes and sage Magestrates of the realme of England well remembryng thynges that vver passed, and sagely ponderyng the tyme present, but moste of all prudently iorseyng chaunces iminent and perels at hand, to thentent to set the membres of the body stedfast vnder the hedde, -Whiche as shepe without a sheperd far from the folde might wandre and straie at large, caused yong prince Henry, the sole orphane of his noble parent kyng Henry the fifth, beyng of the age of. ix. moaethes o» there about with the sound
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 115 f*- *•' sound of trumpettes openly to be proclaimed kyng of Englande and of Fraunce the. xxx. daie of August, in the yere of our lorde. M. cccc. xxii. by the name of kyng Ilcry the sixt, to the great reioysyng and comfort of all the Englishe nacion. AND the custody of this young prince was apoyncted to Thomas duke of Excester, and to Henry Beaufforcl bishopp of Wynchester: the duke of Bedford was deputed to be Regent of Fraunce, and the duke of Gloucester was assigned Protector of Englande. Whiche takyng vpon hym that office, least paraduenture he might herafler repent his actes and doynges, as a man remembryng other and forgettyng hymself, called to hym wise andgraue counsailers, by whose aduise he prouided and ordeined for all thynges whiche ether redounded to the honor of the realme, or seined profitable to the publique welth of the same. And when he had set in an ordre al matters concernyng the inward affaires of the realme of Englande, he prouided farther all thynges necessary and conuenicnt for war re and farther conquest in Fraunce, and appoyncted valiant £ expert capitaines whiche should be ready when oportunitie of tyme required. Beside this, he gathered great somes of money to maintein the men of warre, and left nothyng forgotten that might let or hynder his purposed enterprise. WHILE these thynges were thus deuised within the realme of Englande, the duke of Bedforde Regent of Fraunce, no Icsse studied then toke payne, not onely to kepe and ordre the countrees and regions by kyng Henry late coquered and gained, but also determined not to leue of from daily warre and continuall trauaille till the tyme that Charles the Dolphyn (whiche was now a flote, because kyng Charles his father in the moneth of Octobre this present yere, was departed to God,) wer ether subdued or brought to dewe obeysance. And surely the deth of this kyng Charles caused many alterations & chaunges in the realme of Fraunce, fora greate parte of the nobilitee whiche ether for feare of the puissance of the Englishemen, or for to please and folowe the mynde and appetite of Charles the Frenche kyng, toke parte with kyng Henry against the Dolphyn: Heryng now of the French kynges death, returned from the English part and adioyned themsclfes to the companie of the Dolphyn, and diligently studied how to vanquishe and dryue awaie the Englishe nacion out of the territory of Fraunce. THE Duke of Bedford beeyng greatly moued with these sodaine chaunges, fortified his tonnes bothe with Garrisons and municions, and assembled together a great armie bothe of Englishmen and Normans, to whom he made a long oracion, admonishyng them to obserue and kepe their othe & faith (whiche thei had made to the late kyng Henry and his heires) inuiolatc and vnbroken, willyng them in no wise to be the occasioners or counsaiiers that young kyng Henry should be depriued from his fathers lawful inheritance, by the hatred of certayne traitors Frenchemen which had renewed the old hatred byyng of late extinct betwene the realmes of Englande and of Fraunce, and studied to set all thynges again in a broylc: requiryng them also to call to their memory how that the realmes of Englande and of Fraunce, thetwoo moste famous regios of all Europe, by the benifite of almightie God, wer of late so vnited connexed & ioyned together in an eternall league and composicion, and .so strogly established that no worldly power wer able or of puissaunce sufficient, to resist or withstande the malice of the same: And although sometymes by chauncc of warre the losse n)ighte turne on their part, yet in conclusion the detriment should be recouered and a surplusage gayned. And if (according to their bounden duties) they would honor seruo and loue young kyng Henry their soneraigne lorde, and would diligently persecute & set on hi* enemies, thei should not onely shewe thcselfes true and faithful'l subiectes to their true and vndoubted kyng: But also should for their fidelitie and good seruice receiue of hym condigne rewardes, ouer and beside immortall fame and renoune. THIS exhortacion staled the hertes of many of the Frenche capitaines, whiche wiilyngly sware to Kyng Henry feaultie and obedience by whose example the comonaltie did thesame. Thus all the people set in an ordre in the realrne of Fraunce, nothyng was rnynded but warre and nothyng was spoken of but of conquest. The Dolphyn whiche lay at this tyme in Q 2 tint
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    116' THE. II. YERE OF the citee of Poytiers heryng of the death of his parent had his herte mixed bothe with ioye and sorowe: for notwithstandyng that he was sorowfull as a naturall child which lamented the death of his father, yet he wasioyous that power & princely estate was now to hyin happened by the whiche he iudged that he should be the nflore able to defend his enemies and recouer more frendes: £ socallyng together the Princes of his faccion, caused hymself to bee proclamed Kyng of France by the name of Charles the. vij. And the beyng in good hope of recoueryng his patrimony & expellyng his emnies, with a haut corage prepared war & assembled together a great armie, and first the war began by light skirmishes, but after it proceded into main battailes. THE Dolphyn thynkyng not to make long delayes in so greate a cause, lest the power of his enemies might daily be augmented, sent the lorcle Grauile to the toune of Fount Melance stadyng on the riuer of Seyne, whiche so sodainiy came, to thcsame that he was on the walles or the souldiors within heard of his approche, and so he toke the toune and si ewe a greate nombre of the Englishe souldiors. When the Reget of Fraunce was aduertised of this sodain enterprise, he apoyncted the Lorde Thomas Montaculc erle of Salisbury, a nmnne bothe for his greate pollicie and haute corage more to be compared to the old valiant Romans then to men of his daies, accoropaignied with the erle of Suffolke, the lorde Scales, the yong lorde Pounynges, sir Ihon Fastolffe master of the houshold with thesaid lorde Regent, and diuerse other to besiege the toune of Pont Melance, which after two monetheswas rendered to thesaid erle, and the lorde of Grauile sware to be trew to the Kyng of Englandc euer after that dale, but shortly after he forgettyng his othe returned to his old master again. The erle of Salisbury apoynted sir Henry Mortimer and sir Richard Vernoti to be capitaines of that toune. And from thence departed into Champaignie and ther besieged the toune of Sens and toke sir Guillam Maryn the capitain and slewe all the souldiors within the toune, and made there capitains sir Hugh Geddyng and sir Richard awbemond. THE Parisians whiche euer like the Wethercockebe variable and inconstant, perceiuyng that the Dolphyn daily began to haue more aide and power then he was before accustomed, trustyng to returne again vnder his obeysance and subieccio (whiche they bothe wished and desired) to the1 intent that it should not apere to come of their desire and that their faith and fidelite should not be put in the balance of diffidence with the Englishe nacion, sent diuerse Senators of their citee as Ambassadors to the kyng of Englad, desiryng hym of aide and succor, to whom not onely greate thankes were rendered for dooyng their dutie of subieccio, but also hi«h feastes wer made, and promises declared that if they stil continued in clue obeysance, and wcr not adherent to the kyngss enemies, y neither succour should want, nor cost should be spared for their comencofort and publike vtilite. With whiche answer the copaigny outwardly pleased (whatsoeuer they inwardly imagined) departed to Paris. In this season Humfrey duke of Gloucester either blynded with ambicion or dotyng for loue, married the lady laquet or lacomin doughter and sole heire to William of 1/atiier duke of Holland, which was lawfnll wife to Ihon duke of Brabant then liuyng, whiche mariage was not onely woundered at of the comon people, but also detested of the nobilite, £ abhorred of the Clergie. But suerly the swete last, of this pleasant mariage, brought after a sower saucev bothe to the amorous housbande, and to the wanton wife. For Ihon duke of Brabant, what with force, and what with spirituall compulsaries, neuer left of, till he had recouered his Lady out of the Duke of Gloucesters possession, as after you shall here. If THE SECONDE YERE. The. n. THese chauces thus happenyng as you haue heard, Ihon duke of Bedford, Philip duke yere> of Burgoyn, £ Ihon duke of Britayn, made an assemble £ frendly enteruiewe in the citee of Avnias, where they renewed the olde league and auncient amitie made betwene the noble prince kyng Hery the fifth, and them, before concluded: addyng tlierto these codicious and agrementes, eche of them to be to other bothe 1'rend and aider, and the enemy of the one to
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 117 to bee enemy to the other, and a!l they to bee bothe frendes and aiders to the kyng of Englande, and well wyllyng to his wehvillers, and auengers of his aduersaries. And because that affinitie is an em bracer of amitie, there was concluded a mariage betwcne the duke of Bedford and the lady Anne sister to the duke of Burgoyn. When tiiese agrementes wer finished, the Regent departed to Troys in Chapain, whether with high pompe was conueighcd the lady Anne of Burgoyn, whicbe in the presence of her brother and her Vncle duke of Brabant, and of therles of Salisbury and Suffolk'e, and of. ix.C. Lordcs knightes and esquires, she was maried to Ihon duke of Bedford with suche solempnitie, feste and triiiphe, as before that tyrne had not been seen of the Burgonions. DVRYNG this triumphe, the Parisias thin kyng to blind the iyes of the duke of Bedford wrote to hym, how diuerse Castles & fortresses liyng rounde about their territory, wer replenished with his enemies, daily stoppyng their passages, and robbyng their marchantes, to their vtter vndoyng, if they by his helpe wer not relieued: fraudulently meanyng, and falsely entisyng hym to absent hymself from theim, till their craftie conueighed purpose wer compassed and achiued. For diuerse of them stubbernly bcryng the yoke and subieccion of the English nacion perceiuyng the duke of Bedforde and the principal! capitaines of the Englishmen to be farre from Paris, emploiyng themselfes to ioy and solace for the honor of this high mariage, conspired to bryng into the citee Charles the Dolphyn callyng hymself Frenche kyng1, duryng the tyme of his absence. And to thentent that their inueted purpose should succede, they therof aduertised the Dolphyn and his counsaill appoyntyng the daie of his comyng and the post of his entre. But no treason is commonly hiclen nor no sedicion long vnreueled, for Pies will chatter and Mice will pepe, but by whom I cannot declare: The Regente was informed of all the secrete confederacy and sedicious faccio, wherfore he meanyng not to lose in short tyme, that whiche in no small space was gaynedj put epurres to the horsse, and n-ith a great power entred into Paris one daie before the faire was appoinced, and two nightes before the iokyng for of his enemies, who boyng vnprouided he sodainly caused to be apprehended and taken, and openly put to execution. After this Jeopardy thus escaped, he putle diffidence in all the Parisians trustyng litle the nobles and geuyng lesse crtditc to the comons, determined to fortific the Garrisons of his owne nacion and all the Castles nere and adioyning to the citee, whiche within small tyme were habundauntly furnished. And to auoyde all nighte watchers adioynyng to Paris and the confines of thesame, he first toko into his possession ether by as?aule or cornposicion the toune of Traynel and Bray vpon Seyne, and because two Castles the one called Pacy and the other called Cursay were also euill neighbors to the Parisians, he sent sir Ihon Fastolffe great Master of his houshold, with a notable army to besiege the Castle of Pacy, whiche takyng vpon him that enterprise so handled his enemies that the capitain named (iuyliam Reymon esquire & all the garrison yelded them simply to his mercy and discrecio whom he sent as prisoners to the citee of Paris, and after besieged the Castle of Coursay whiche to hym was shortly rendered vpon like appoyntmer, and so with praie and prisoners he returned to the lord Regent his master. In this very season the Dolphin sent lorde Willyam Sluard Constable of Scotland, and therle of Vcntadore in Auergnc and many other nobles of his part to laie siege to the toune of Crauat in the coutie of Anxerre within thepartesof Burgoyn, wherof heryng the lorde Regent and (.he duke of Burgoyn thei assembled a greale arrnie, wherof was ordeined capitaine the erle of Salisbury, accompanycd with these valeant parsonages. The lorde Willoughby. Sir Ihon Grey. The lorde Pownynges. Sir Reignold Grey. The lorde Molyns. Sir Ihon Arthur. Sir Thomas R,ampston. Sir Henry Bisset. Sir William Oldhaule. Sir William Hey tow. ( Sir Ihon Passheley. Sir Richard Leke. Sir Thomas Flemyng. Sir Gilbert Halsall. Sir Edmond Heron. Sir Lancelot Lisle. Thomas
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    118 THE. II. YERE OF Thomas Aborough. Didon Amore. William Glasdale. Richard Ap Madocke. Mathew Gough. Dauy Loyd. And of the Burgonions. The lorde Sent George. The lorde of Crouy. The erle of lonignye. The lorde Lisle Adam. The erle of Brayne. The lorde of Pesines. The lord of Castelyn .Marshal of Bur- The Bastard of Thyan. goyne. Sir Frances le Arragonoys. The lorde of Vergier his bastard. Ihon de Gyngie. The lorde of Chastelon. AND many other to the numbre (aswel of Englishemen as Burgonions) of. xv. M. men of warre, which came in good array to geue battaill to the besiegers of the toune of Crauant, and because the liiuer of Youne which renneth by thesaid toune was betwene the Englishe army and their aduersaries, they could not wel assaile their enemies which defended the bankes and passages very strongly, yet notwithstandyng bolhe horsmen at.d foteinen of the Englishe part coragiously put tiiemself into the riuer and with fyne force recouered the banke, whom the Burgonions incontinent folowed. When they wer all gotten into the plain, the Archers shot and the bilruen strake, & long was the fight in indifferent judgement, but in conclusion the Frenchmen not able to resist the force and abyde the puissance of the English nacion, wer take ether slain or discomfited, for in the morlall battaill were slain and taken to the numbre of. viii. M. men, where of the names of the chief capitaines here shall apere. Frenchemen slain. Scottes slain. Therle of Lestrake. The lorde of sent Ihons toune. Therle of Comygen?. Sir Ihon of Balgrarie. Therle of Tunier. Sir Ihon Turnebull. The iorde Coquartde Cameron. Sir Ihon Holiburton. The Bastard of Annynacke. Sir Robert Lile. The Vicont of Towraye. Sir William Conyngham. The Bastard of Forest. Sir William Douglas. The lorde de Port. Sir Alexander Hune. The lorde Memoriicie. And xviii. hun- Sir Willyain Lisle, dred knightes and esquiers beside co- Sir Ihon Rocherforde. mons. Sir William Cawford. Taken prisoners. Sir Thomas Seton. The Constable of Scotland whiche lost Sir William Hamolton and his sonne Ihon his iye. Pillot. Therle of Vantadore. And. iii. M.. Scottes slain. Sir Alexander Meldryne. Of Englishemen. Sir Lewes Ferigny. Sir Ihon Grey. And. xxii. C. gentlemen of the Frenche Sir Wylliam Halle, nacion taken. Sir Gilbert Halsel. Richard ap Madocke. and. xx i. C. other slaine. AFTER this fortunate victory obteined, the Englishemen fyrst gaue great laudes and thankes to almightie God and after entered into the toune of Crauant muche pi aisyng the tloynges of the capitaines and the fidelitie of the citezens, and when they had set all thynges in an ordre they returned to Paris where of the regent they wereioyously receiued, whiche there constituted therle of Salsbury (as he was wel worthy) vicegerent and lieftenaunt for the king & him in the countries of Fraunce, Bry and Chapaigne, & sir Ihon Fastolf he substituted deputie vnder him in the duchy of Normady on this syde the riuer of Seyne, & capitaines
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 1 19 with that he deputed him gouernour of the coutreys of Aniow & Mayne, and assigned able capitaines in euery holde & fortresse. Therle of Salsbury whichc could not slepe in his great office of trust, layd siege to the toune & castle of Moutaguillon in Dry, wherof were capitaines Pregent of Cotyny & Guille Bourgoys Britons vvhiche valiantly defeded the castle by y space of v. monethes, but incoclusion the assailantes wer so fierse that they within for sufegard of their Hues rendred the hold, & the capitaines sv.-arc neuer to here armure against the Englishmen on this, side theriuer of Leyre: duryng which siege the erle of Suffolke toke by force the castle of Coucy : and the strong castle de la roche he gat by appointment in Mosconoys. NOWE must I go backe to put you in memorye howe lames kyng of Scottes beyng bothe prisoner in the tyme of kyng Henry the fourth and also as subiect to kyng Henry the fift his sone, seruyng him in his warres in Fraunce tyl he departed out of this transsitory life at Boys de Vyncens and so as chief morner attended on the corps of the sayd deceassed vnto his burial, and after at Westminster was released of his captiuitie and restored to hisreahne and possession. For the true knowledge therof you shal vnderstande that Englande demaunded a small raunsome for so great a prince as the Scottes accompte their kyng : (and the Scottes were neither able nor offered no summe conuenient) wherfore the coiisel of the realme of England grauously pondtrsd and wisely considered that if by coniunction of manage, England and Scotland were perfectly knit in one, that the indissoluble band of amide betwene the Frenche and Scottishe nations should be shortly broken and dissolued. Wherfore the protector of the realme of Englad by the consent of the whole baronage of the same gaue to him in mariage the Lady lane doughler to Ihon earle of Sommerset desceased, not onely sister to Ihon then duke of Sommerset but alsocosyn germayne remoued to the kyng and nece to the cardinal of Wynchester and the duke of Exceter. THE kyng of Scottes hauyng great affection to this i'ayre Lady, but rnuche more desiryng his deliuerance and libertie, put in hostages for the residue of his raunsome because a great part therof was deminished and abated for the money allowed to hym for his mariage, & so was deliuered to depart at his pleasure. Alacke, the olde prouerbes bee to true : an Ape although she bee clothed in purple, will be but an Ape, and a Scotte neuer so gentely enterteined of an Englishe prince will be but a dissimulyng Scotte. What kyndnes could be more shewed to a prisoner then to bryng hym vp in good litterature. What loue maie bee more declared to a captiue, then to instructe hym in marciall feafes and warlike affaires: What fauor can be more ascribed to a high and renoumed prince, then to geue in mariage; to his vnderlyng and vassall his cosyn and kinswoman of his royal parentage lawfully disecnded. All these kynd-nesses suffised not, nor all these gratuities auailed not to make thiskyng lames frendly to the realme of Englande. For he notwithstandyng his homage doento the young Henry kyng of Englande and of Fraunce at his Castle of Wynsore this present yere, before three Dukes, twoo Archebishoppes, xii. erles. x. bishoppes. xx. barons,. and twoo hundred knightes and esquires and mo, accordyng to the tenor here after lbloyn
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    loo THE. III. YERE OF -,•'»'• x came like his falce fraudulct forfatbers, an vntrue prince and like his proude pratyng progenitors toko llie y mage of a braggyng and bostyng Scot, newly alicd hy nisei f with the Frenche nacion. And yet what soeuer he did, his nacion botiic write and testitie, that by the learnyng whiche he by the greate benetke of the kynges of Englimde duryng liis captiuitee in this rcalme had obteigned, replenished his countrey with good litterature, and by tlie nurture the whiche he was brought vp in Englnd, he brought iiis people to ciuilitee: So That hiscaptiuitee was to his nacion the greatest hbertie thatcucr thei could haue, dcliuering them from blyncle ignorance to Angelicke knowledge, reducyng theirn from bestiall inaners to honest behauor, and in conclusion causyng theim to knowe vertue fro in. vice, pollicic from rudenes, and humain honestie from sauage liuyng. Thrs was the deliueranceand the doynges of- lames the fyrst of that name k'yng of Scottes, whiche neither reigned verye quietly, nor yet euer fauored Englishemen before the Frenche people : sauyng that he hauyng with him into his countrev a yong gentleman of Northumberland called Andrew Gray (whiche duryng his captiuitie was his companion) promoted him to the manage of the heyre of the lorde of Foulcs in Anguis, of the whiche the lord Gray of Scotland at this day do descend. 1f THE. III. YERE. The. iii. NOw leue I the doynges of Scotland, and returne to the affaires of England. The duke y"e> of Gloucester beyng protector and gouernor of the realme, cosideryng that wood must be rninistred to kepe fyre, and men ought to be set to set forwarde war, called to him the pieres and nobilitie of the realme, and by their agrements & deuises, sent into France to the regent his brother, x. M. men of warre, whiche were of the same regent in the coutrey of Paris louyngly receiued, & according to their degres honestly entertained. Duryng their liyng in Paris, diuers chaunces happened in Fraunce, for euen as Englishmen valiantly wonne, and victoriously coquered tounes and castles with open warre and apparant conquest: so the Frenchmen fraudulently stale & couertely obtained diuers fortresses and holdes appcrtainyng to thcnglish faccion, £ in especial the fayre toune of Compaigne, & the prety toune of Crotoy. WHEN the duke of Bedford was aduertised of these craftye trickes and sodaine inuented traines, he sent furth an army, fyrst to Compaigne, wherof was capitaine the erle of Suftblke accompanied with therle of Liguy, & diuers other capitaines of the Englishmen, whiche lay on the one side of the riuer of Sohame, & on the other side lave the lord Lisle Adam, sir Thomas Raupstone, & the prouost of Paris. The Erechmen beyng strongly furnished and well vitailed, coragiously defended the toune against the assailates. The Englishmen perceitiyng that Guyllifi Remond otherwise called Mariolayn, had bene the leder of the souldiers within the toune, which before at Pacy was take prisoner by sir Ihon Fastolf, caused him to be sent for to Paris, and so brought him to the seige, and set him in a chariot with a halter aboute his necke, and coueighed him to the gibbet without the toune, sending worde to the garrison within the toune, that if they would not without delay redre the toune & fortresse, they would incotinent stragle their old capitaine and chief conductor. The souldiors within the touue perceiuyng that if Guyllia Raymond the onely trust of their relefe, and the aucient frend in their necessitie, should suffre death, that then their hope of al ayde were extinguished, £ the sure nutriment of their liuyng was from them secluded: for the deliuerance of him and sauegarde of them selues, yelded the toune: so that both he & they might depart with horse and harnes onely, in sure conduite and safetye: yet long or the toune of Compaigne was deliuered, sir Philip Hall whiche was sent to Crotoy by the lorde regent with. viii. C. men to besiege the toune, gat it by assault sodainly, or the Frenchmen had either desposed their garrison, or appointed their lodgynges and toke all the men of warre and put them to raunsome. And so these, ii. tounes cowardly stollen, were manfully recouered, but yet the writers of Frenche fables to deface the glorye of the 4- Englishmen) *
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 121 Englishmen, write and say that these tounes were yelded to the Burgonyon0, whiche neither had the kepyng of them nor were souldiers to any other person but to the kyng of Kngland. While these thinges were thus doyng in Fraunce, sir Ilion de la Pole brother to therle of Suffolke capitaine of Auranches in Normandy, assembled all tlie garrisons of the base Marches of the coiitrey of Aniow, & came before the cytie of Angiers and brent the subbarbes, spoyled and destroyed the whole countrey, and hauyng as many prayes anxl prisoners as his men might cary, he was eacountred by the earle of Aubemerle, the vicount Karbone and. vi. thousand Frenchmen: \\hiclie findyng the Englishmen out of arraye because of the cariage of their great spoyle, sodainly set on the and slewe. CCC. persons and toke prisoners the said sir Ihon Delapole, sir Ihon Basset, Ihon Aut'ord luetenaunt of Faloys, Ihon Clyfton, Henry Mortymer and. vi. C. other. Although the Frenchmen gat this day in one place, yet they wet not victorious away in another, for the bastard de la Baulme and the lorde Craignar capitaines of Courallon with a great band, made a roade into Masconnoys, with whom by chance met Mathew Gough and other Englishemen whiche were scouryng the countrey to se and hearenewes of their enemies, there was a sore conflict and an hard encountre, the partes in maner beyng of corage & noinbre cgal, but after long fight, the Frenchmen almost al wer slaine & taken, and the bastard beyng wel horsed fled • after whom folowed with the tiersneS of his spurres Mathew Gougli and chased him to his castle gate and there toke him as he would haue hid him in the diche & preseted him to the earle of Salsbury, returnyng from Compaigne to Paris, whiche not onely gaue to him the rightes beloging to the prisoner, but also rewarded him with a goodly courser and highly exalted his name and manhode. ABO VTE this season, Arthur brother to Ihon duke of Britaine comonly called the earle of Kicheinond, hauyng neither profile of the name nor of the countrey, notwithstadyng that king Henry the. v. had created him earle of Yury in Normandy & gaue him not onely a great pencion but thesame tonne of Yury; yet because his brother the duke of Brytaine fearyng the Englishmen nowe hauyng Normandye would srncl and desire to last the swete soyle of Britaine, was late (contrary to his leage and othe) returned to the part of Charles the dolphyn, he likewise returned and craftly without cause fled into Flaunders & so came to the dolphyn to Poytiers, which was more g'ad of his comyng then if he had gained a C.M. crounes, for the Britons which kept the toune and castle of Yury hearyng that their master •was ioyned witii the dolphyn bothe kepte the castle against the duke of Bedford, furnishyng it dayly with new people £ municions, and also infested, spoyled and robbed the countrey adioynyng, doyng to the Englishmen the most hurt & damage that either could be deuised or imagined. THE lord Regent beyng aduertised of all these troubles & calamities, assebled a great army both of Englishmen and Normans, entendyng to serche the dolphin in euery part, to theient to geue him battail in a pitched feld and so to make a final ende of his entended conquest. So hauing in his companye therle of Salsbury, therle of Suffolke, the lord Scales, the lord Willoughby, the lord pounyng, sir Reynold Grae, sir Ihon Fastolf, sir Ihon Saluayne, Lanslot Lisle, sir PJn'Jlp Halle, sir Ihon Pashely, sir Ihon Gray, sir Thomas Blunt, sir Robert Harlyng, sir William Oldhal and many other valiant knightes and esquiers to the nombre (as the Frenche writers testifie) of xviii.C. men of armes and. viii.M. archers and other, came before the toune of Yury whiche was well defended: but the Englishemen began to vndermine the walles, so that they within wer glad to rendre the toune vpo condicion, whiche was taken. Howbeit the capitaines of the castle promised to yeld if their fortresse wer not rescued at a day assigned by the dolphyn with a nomber sufficiet to raise the siege, & vpon this promise hostage^ wer deliuered into the possession of the lord regent. By his licence an herault was sent to the dolphyn to aduertise him of the tyme determined, the whiche hearyng of the destresse that his people & frendes wer in, sent incontinent Ihon duke of Alanson his lieftenant general, therle Doglas whom at that settyng furth he made duke of Toraine, and therle Boughan, whom then in hope of good spede he made Constable of R Fraunce
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    128 THE. III. YERE OF Fraunce (whiche office he enioyed not fully an hundreth houres) and therles of Aumarle, Vatadoure, Tonnerre, Maulieuricr Forest, the vicountesof Narbonand Thouars, the lordes ofGraiiile, Gaules, Malycorne, Manny, Ball ay, Fountaines, Mountfort, & many other noble knightes and esquiers to the nombre of. xv.M. Freche men & Britons and. v.M. Scottes whom the erle Doglas had transported late out of Scotland more for nedc then for loue. THIS army royal approched within, ii. miles of Yury and sent. xl. light horsmen to view and espy both the nornbcr and coduit of the Englishmen. These spyes came very nere to the siege and \ver espied and chased to their copanions againe, and declared all what they had seen and perceiued. The duke of Alanson seyng that he could not gette any auantage of the Englishemen (although the Dolphyn had geiien hym in straight comaundement to fight with the-regent) whether his heart fayled or he thought to wayte a more fortunate season for his purpose and enterprise, retired backe with his whole arruy to the toune of Vernoyle in Perche whiche belonged to the kyng of England, & sent word to the garison of that toune that they had discofited & slaine al the Englishe army and that the regent with a small nober by swyftnes of his horse had saued him selfe. The inhabitantes of Vernoyle geuyng to light credit to the Frenche fablers, receiued the duke of AlFison with al his army into the toune & submitted theselues to him, Whiche toune he desyred to haue of the gift of thedolphynas his owne inheritance & lawful patrimony. Now approched the day of rescous of Yury, which was the day of our Lady the Assumption, at which day no rescous appeared to sir Gerrard de la Pallier captain of the castle, whiche beyng in dispayre of all ayde and cornforte, presented the keys to the duke of Bedford & shewed him a letter signed & sealed with the hades of. xviii. great lordes which the day before promised to geue the duke battaile and to dissolue the siege and raise the assault: Well sayd the duke, if their heartes would haue serued, their puissaunce was sufficient ones to haue profered or to haue performed this faithful promise. But syth they disdaine to seke me, God and saint George willyng I shal not desist to folowe the tractes of their horses tyl one part of vsbe by battail ouerthrowen: and so he gaue a safe conduyte to the capitaine and other which wold depart, but many of the Britons within the castle of Yury seyng the faint heartes and the false promises of the flatteryng Frenchmen submitted them selues to the lorde regent and sware to be true to the kyng and him, whom he gentely accepted and put them in wages. Then he furnished the castle and toune with a newe garrison, and incotinent he sent the earle of Suffolke with. vi.C. horses to espy wher the Frenchemen were lodged, whiche passed by Dampeuile, and came to Bretnel wher he beared newes that the Frenchmen had taken Vernoile in Perche & were there yet abidyng, wherof with all diligent celerite he sent worde to the duke of Bedford, which not mindyng to lese his long desired pray set forward in great hast toward his enemies. The FrF'chtnen hearyng of his comyng set their people in array and made all one maine battaile without forwarder rereward, & appointed certaine Lubardes and horsmen to breake the array of the Englishemen either behynd or at the sides, wherof was capitaine sir Stephyn Venoylcs called the hire. The duke of Bedford not ignorant howe to ordre his men, made likewise oneentier battaile & suffered no man to be on horsebacke, and set the archers (euery one hauyng a sharpe stake) bothe in the front of the battaile and on the sydes like wynges, and behvnd the battaile were the pages with the charlottes andcariages, and all the horses were tyed together either with the reines of their bridles or by the tayles, to thentent that their enemies should not sodainely surprise or disturbe them on the backe behynd : and for to defend the carriages wer appointed two thousand archers. The Frenchmen at the fyrst sight remembryng how often times in piched feldes they had bene ouercome and vanquished of the Englishe nacion, b.egan somewhat to feare, but when they sawe no remedy but to fight, they toke good courage to the and set softely forwarde. In whiche marchyng the Duke of Alaunson, sittyng on horsebacke saied to his capitaines. Oradon of LOVYNG companions, and hardy souldiers, call to your remembraunce, how the Eng.0 lishemen haue not onely gotten from vs the noble isle of Fraunce, the duchies of Normandy and Aniovv, but also sith their enterprise and cenquest hath bothe slain our parentes and I killed
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 1*3 killed our frendes, yea, and hath dritien our naturall Prince, and very soueraignc Lorde from his chief habitation and surest chaumber, the faire citee of Paris: which act neuer Pagan durst attept or euer any prince was able to acheue. Besides this, you se that the duke of Bedford Regent here for the kyng of Englande, entendyng n-othyng more then the deposicion or the destruccion of our kyng and his nobilitie, and in tinall coclusion to bryng to extreme bondage all vs ourwiues and children, and all the people of this so long renoumed region, by many hundred yeres called the reahne of Fraunce, which is as muche to saie as a fre countrey, or a franke lande. Alas, shal your kyng now be made a subiecte, shall your peres and nobiliteebee made vassals, and you also slaues & bondmen to a foraiu nacion r Where is the liberty of Frauce and where is the auncient fredome? When you defended your fraunchises, and when your hartes seruedyou: your kyng ruled kynges your prioeis possessed the empire, and your nacion subdued Germany, conquered Italy, and ouercame the proude Spanyardes. Shall wee now, fallyng out of kynd from our fathers, feare the puissaunce of the arrogant Englishemen, beyng men of no forecast, nor of no excellcnte wit, long in gettyng and shortly lesyng? AVill you now sufifre the olde glory of Fraunce to be put in obliuion? will you haue an Englishe infant, whiche liueth with pappe to bee your kyng and gouernor? Will you liue in seruitude of a barbarous nacion in whom is neither bountifulnes nor honor? Clerckes saie, that the greatest plague, that euer God scourged with the Israelites, was, when he permitted them to be caried from their natiue countrey to the bondage of Babilon, where they liued in captiuitie by the space of many yeres. What can bee a more greater scourge, then to haue a forrein ruler in a free region ? What dishonor can there be more to a countrey, then to haue the nobilitie put backc from rule and to be gouerned by strangers. Beleue me, beleue me, it is to vs all one blot, to bee a slaue in Turkeye, vnder theTurkishe bondage, and to be a free man in France vnder the Englishe libertie. Of this point you be sure: if they gain this battaill, thei be not vnlike to obtain the whole region: whiche if thei get, then is the enheritaunce theirs: then be all the riches theirs, and then all the people bee their subiectes. If they be rulers, fare well the franke and Frenche libertie: If they be lordes, welcome English seruitude. So that now we stand al on this poynt, either to be free or bondmen. Whiche terme of bondage is so detested of all nacions, that there can be no more reproch to a man then to call hym a villain or a bondman. Therfore manly defence must onely withstand this mischief, and hartie corage must driue back this imminct plage. This is the daie either of our deliueraunce out of vile seruitud-e, or the daie of our entry into the vale of bondage. The conclusion of this battaill is very doubtfull, for if we bee vanquished, the gain for our side is almost without recouery, cosidryng, that here be the best men, & wisest capitaines vnder our kyng: And if we get the vppcr hancle, our heddes shalbc free and out of the Englishe yoke. And although the duke of Bedford hath here with him, all the power that he can gather on this side the sea, yet I assure you, (God willyng) I will not turne one fote backward for fear of hym, or his picked armie. Therfore I exhorte you to reuiembre, your wifes, your children and your selfes. Figtft manfully and sticke eche to other for the libertie of our countrey: I doubt not but the victory shalbee ours, and the honor shalbe our kynges. For if this daie we vanquishe hym and sparcle his armie, we shall so diligently folowe Fortunes good grace, that not onely Fraunce to vsshall'yeld, and Normandy bowe, but we shall recouer again al our citees and tounes, whiche out of our possession wer gained, before any aide can come to rescue out of the poore isle of Englande. Now consideryng, that we hang in the ballaunce betwene honor and shame, libertie and bondage, gaineor losse, leteuery man take harte and corage to hym, litle regardyng, or caryng, eit.ier for death, or the force of his enemies, and with a manly countenaunce marche furth toward our foes. THE Englishemen perceiuyng their greate nornbre, and knowyng that the chief strength consisted in the Scottes, began somwhat to stay and consult, what was mosle expedient to bee done. The duke of Bedford sittyng on a baye courser in the iniddes of the battaill vnder
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    124 THE. III. YERE OF a baner curiously beten with his Armes, not content with their whisperyngcs and protractyng of tyme, saied vnto theirn with an audible voyce. Y"OV valiaunt capitaines and hardie souldiers, my louyng compaynions in artnes, and frcndly felowes. If you cosidre with your self what daie this is: What honor and what profile wee shall get by our trauaile and pain, I doubt not but where you now stand stil musyng, you would runne furth a galloppe, and where you run on your fete, you would, if you had winges, flieas faste, as euer did llauke to his praie. For greate is the honor that is gotten with paine, and swete is the lucre, that is gayned with trauaile, for you muste remembre, that nothyng is wel done, if it growe not to a good conclusion: and a thyng were as good neuer to be begon, as neuer ended. My brother our late soueraigue lord, (whose soule God pardon) hath entred into this countrey, as into his awne lawfull inheritaunce: and first conquered Normandy, and after by agremet of kyng Charles the vsurper, he was by assent of the nobilitee, agrement of the Clergie, & speciall request of the cornmonaltie, restored to his rightfull inheritaunce, and lawful patrimony, whiche by his death is returned and come to my nephewe our rnoste redoubted souereigne. The beginning of this conquest was good, and the sequele better, yet resteth the finall knot to be knitte, and the last locke to be shut vp. For if we sutlre Charles the Dolpbyn, whiche now vsurpeth the name, and estate royall of this real me of France, to proceade farther in his purpose, or to gather more puyssance, or allure more people, I cannot tell then what feates flatteryng fortune will worke: and of this I am sure that if we suffre his fier still to flame, as it hath begon, we shall haue skant water to quenche out the same. Here he hath assembled all the Frenche men that he can get and for lacke of aide, he hath retained the Scottes : croppe hym now at the beginnyng and he shall growe no more: let hym grow farther and he will passe our reache: discomfite hym now and bryng our conquest to a conclusion: let hym alone now and we shalbe new to begin. Therfore I say, it is wisdome to take occasion, when the hery side and not the balde side is profered. If we feare the multitude, rememhre our awne victories, which we haue euer obteined by lesse nombre, and not by the greater. If we feare death, remembre the glory and immortall fame, that shall succeade of our valiaunt actes, if we sell our lifes so dere. If we shalbe slain, considre I haue a kyng to my nephew, and a duke to my brother, and twoo noble vncles, and you haue frendes, kynsemen and children, whiche wil reuege our death, to the vttermost poynt: therfore I saie let euery man this day do his best. For this is the daie of thed of our great trauaile, the daie of our greate victory, and the daie of our euerlastyng fame : Therfore good felowes, put your onely trust in God, call to hym for aide boldly, and marche forward hurdly, for our enemies be at had. HE had skace ended his exhortacion, but the Englishmen beyng incouraged with his prudent persuasion, sette on their enemies, criyng, Sainct George, Bedford. And the Frenchemen likewise cried, Moutioye, sainct Denise. Then the arrowes flewe out of the long bowes on the one parte, the quarrelles out of the crosse bowes on the other parte. After thei came to hande strokes: greate was the fight, & terrible was the batfaill, with so indifferent Judgement of victory that no heraulde could determyne to whiche parte Fortune moste shewed her louyng countenaunce. For on bothe sides men wer slain and wounded, and on bothe partes some wer felled and recouered, thus stil in a doubtful Judgement, the battaill continued about three houres. The duke of Alauson in the meane season neuer ceased to exhorte and praie his people manly to fight, and not to suff're their enemies, (whiche wer at the very point to be ouercome) by their faint hartes to be victors, and ouercommers. Likewise the duke of Bedford rode about his annie, refreshing the weake with freshe men, and encoragyng his people with moste plesaunt wordes: But at the last when he perceiued the Frenchemen, what with heate, and with trauaill, to waxe wery and faint, and- not to bee so freshe as thei wer before (for surely 'the nature of the Frenchmen, is not to labor long in fightyng, and muche more braggeth then fighteth) he with al his strengtli set incontinent on them with tuche a violence, that they bare theim. doune to the grounde by fine force. The French horsemen
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 125 horsemen that dale did litle seruice: for the archers so galled their horses, that they desired not mticiie to approche their presence. This battaill was fought the. xxvij. day of August, in the yere of our Lorde. M. CCCC. xxv. in the vvhiche battaill wer slain. Of Frenchemen. of the murtherars, of the duke of BurThe erle of Aumerle. goyne. The erle of Ventadore. Of Scottes also wer slain. The erle of Forestes. Archibald erle Douglas made duke of The erle of Mary. Toroyne. The lorde Granite, lames Douglas his sonne erle of Nigton. The lorde Gaules. Ihon the erle of Boughein newly made The lorde Fountaynes. Constable of Fraunce. The lorde of Amboys. Sir Alexander Meldryne. The Vicount Thouars. Sir Henry Balglauie. The lorde Mountcney. Sir liion Sterlyng. The lorde of Combreste. Sir William of Homelsdone. The lorde of Brunell. Sir larnes Graye. The lorde Tumblet. Sir Robert Kanden. The lorde of Poysy. And thre hundred Sir Alexander Lynsaie. knightes beside. Sir Robert Stewarde. The, Vicouut Nerbon whose body was Sir Robert Swinton, and. xxvij. hundred haged on a gibbet, because he was one Scottes of name and armes, besides other. IN this battaill wer slain by the report of Montioye kyng at armes in Fraunce, and the Englishe herauldes there prcsente, of Frenciiemen and Scoltes. ix. thousand and seuen hundred, and of the Englishmen, xxj. hundred, but no man of name, sauyng. v. yong esquiers. And there wer taken prisoners, Ihon duke of Alaunson, the bastard of Alaunson the Lorde of Fayect, the lorde of Hormit, sir Piers Harison, sir Loys de Vancort, Sir Robert Brusset, sir Ihon Turnebull a Scot, and two hundred gentlemen besides common soldiours. AFTER that the duke of Bedforde had thus obteined the vpper hand of his enemies, and discomfited the onely strength of the dolphin he vpon his knees rendred to almightie God his hartie thankcs, not without effusion of teares. Then he commaundcd all the Frenchmen within the toune of Vernoile, to go out and depart, or els to abide their adueture. They perceiuyng the euil successe of their bostyng enterprise, and seyng no meane, wherby in so lowe an ebbe, they might bee ayded, deliuered vp the toune, and went furthe out of thesame, their lifes saued. Of which toune the lorde Regent constituted capitain, sir Philip Hall, and so departed from thence to the citee of Roan, where with triumph (and not vnworthy) he was Joyously receiued and honorably feasted. And after all thynges there set in an ordre, he remoued to Paris. HERE you maie see what succeded of the spirite of false Prophecie. For the duke of Alaunson thinkyngit to be predestinate by the bodies aboue, that he should ouercorne, and conquere the duke of Bedford, hosted (as you haue heard) to the Burgesses of Vernoile, that he had discofited the Regent of Fraunce with his whole armie, before the toune of Yury : Not knowyng, that Mars the God of battaill beyng angry with his liyng, appoyntedj not onely all his puyssaunce to be vanquished before Vernoile, but also hymself, and his bastarde vncle, there to bee taken, and brought into bondage. So it is often seen that he, whiche rekeneth without his hoste, muste reken twise, and he that fisheth before the net, rnaic lese but nothyng gain. When this victory was published through Fraunce, how the common people lamented their miserable destiny, how the nobilitie mistrusted their awne estate, and how the Dolphyn was abashed, yea, more than abashed, woderfull it were to write, but more merueilous for to heare. For he was driuen out of all the countreis apperteinyng to the croune of Fraunce and might resort to no coutreis, excepte to Burbonoys, Aluerne, Berry, Poyctou,
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    126 THE. III. YERE OF "Poyctou, Towrayn, a part of Aniow and Barrayn, & Languedoc. And because diuerse •of his frendes whiche were aduocates in Paris exiled theselfes fro the parliament of Paris, which was with all rightes, and iurisdiccions there vnto belongyng, kcple, and holden in the name of kyng Henry the sixte, as lawfull heire and very kyng of the realme of Fraunce: he therefore to shewe hymself as a kyng, erected his courte of Parliament, his Chauncery, and all other courtes in the citee of Poytiers, and there established his greate scale, with all due circumstaunces thervnto aperteinyng, whiche there continued by the space of. xiiij. yeres, as you shall after heare declared. The duke of Bedford liyng at Paris, entendyng there to bryng •to obeisaunce Charles the dolphyn, or els to driue hym out of his litle cony holdes, and small •countries, set the lorde Scales, sir Ihon Montgomery, sir Ihon Fastolfe, with two thousand men, to conquere the countries of Aniow and Mayn, whiche without assaulte hud rendred to the the strong castles of Beamount le Vicot, Teune, Silly, Oste, Courceriers, Rcussy, Vasse, Couetemenfit and twenty other, which for pfolixitie of tynie, I thynke necessary to be omitted. For surely the Englishe puyssaunce was so tried, proue'l, assaied, and spred abrode throughout all Fraunce, that the Frenche me thought that in conclusion the Englishe men would haue, or should haue al thynges, which they either wished or enterpriscd. The duke of Bedford yet thirstyng after more good fortune, sent the erle of Salisbury, with a great armie accompanied with the Lorde Scales, and other approued capitaines, (whose names you haue heard before) into the countrees of Aniow & Mayn, which w'er euil neighbours to the duchy of Normandy: in whiche army wer. x. M. men of war or ther about. These lusty capitaines entered iirste into the countrey of Mayne, and beseged the richeand strong citee of Mauns, the chief toune £ emperie of all that country and region. And although the citezens, aswel for the sodain accesse of their enemies, as for the feare of the name of therle of Salisbury (whiche was both dread of his enemies, and honored of his frendes,) wer somewhat amased and astonied: Yet their capitaines named sir Baldwyn of Champaigne lord of Toisse, sir Guilliam de Marignie, and sir Hugh tie Goos, studied and inucuted all waies possible how to defend themselfes, and do damage and harrne to their enenves: and surely, they had within the toune a creive and a compainei of warlike and practised s juldiors. The Englishmen approched as nigli to the walles as they might without their losse and detriment, and shot against their walles great stones out of great gonnes (which kynd of engines before y time, was very litle seen or heard of in Fraunce,) the strokes wherof so shaked, crushed and riued y walles, that within fewe daies, the citee was dispoyled of all • her toures and outward defences. The citezens of Mauns muche merueilyng at these newe i orgayncs, bothe seyng their destruccio iminent, and desperate of all aide and succor, offered -! the toune vpon this condicion : that all persones whiche would tary within the toune might Abide, and all that would depart with horsse and harnesse onely, should be permitted: which offers were accepted, and the toune rendred, wherof the erle made capitain therle of Stiffolke, and his lieutenant sir Ihon Fastolfe. After this the said erle of Salisbury besieged the fa ire toune of sainct Susan, whereof was capitain, Ambrose de Lore, a ma of no lesse audacitie then pollicy, accompainied with a greate nombre of hardy men of warre. When the erle of Salisbury had bothe viewed and seen the siluacion and nature of the place, he determined to assault it in that place whiche was moste weake and worne: and so the trompettes blew to the assault and scalyng ladders were raised to the walles, and the Englishemen with grcatc noyse began to clime and ascende. The soukliors whiche durste not come out of the toune to encountre with the Englishe armie, manfully raune to the walles to resiste and delende the assaylantes. And so all that daie the assault with many aduentures still continued, and although the inhabitauntes and citezens were sore wounded, they neuer lefte of bothe to defende theimselfes, and to anoye and hurte their enemies. When therle perceiued that bv this light assault and slight skirmishe he lost somewhat, and gained nothyng, he made a waft .and cast a trenche round about y toune: & caused his great ordynance to be shotte at that part of the wall whiche was most feble and slender, and so daily and nightly he neuer ceassed to beate and breke doune the wall and toures: so that within twoo daies the moste part of the
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 127 the wal was persed and cast doune to the ground. When the capitain perceiued these newe feateshe began toentreate, and offered for hymselfand his souldiors, twoo thousand crounes, so that they might departein their doublettes onely: so their Hues wer saued, whjche some because winter aproched, was taken and the toune yelded. Of the whiche toune he made eapitain, sir Ihon Popham, a valiaunt and a circuspect knight. After that the said erle besieged the toune and castle of Mayon la luhez, wherin was capitain the lorde of Escotaiz: whiche toune after the space of fiue wekes was yelded (the lifes of the defenders onely saued.) To the kepyng wherof he appointed sir Ihon Montgomery knight. And after the feast of the purificacion of our lady, he besieged the caslle de lafort Barnard: during which siege,. a sale was made of the toune of Ahinso, beyng in the Englishmens possession by a Gascoyn £ one of the gariso there, for. iiii.C. crounes, to Charles de Villiefs, Peter le Beuffe, and other Frenche capitaines. When the dale was apointed of the deliueraunce both of the toune and the money, the Gascoigne opened and discouered the whole agrement to the erle of Salisbury : which ordeined the lorde Willoughby and "eir Ihcn Fastolfe with two thousande Englishmen to encountre with the byers of the kyngcs toune of Alvison. At the daie apointed and tyme assigned, Charles de Villiers chief marchaunt of this riche enterprise, early in the mornyng with two. C. horssemen, and three hundred footemen approched nere the toune, and abidyng for the Gascoyne, he there displaied his banner, thynkyng triumphantly to entre into the toune: but it hapened otherwise. For or they wer ware, or suspected any rescues, they wer enuironed with the English armie, and slain & taken euery creature, sane Peter Danthenazy and. xxv. other, which by the swiftnes of their horsses saued the selfes. AFTER this conflict ended, the lorde Willoughby with his cdpany returned to therle of Salisbury, before the tonne le Fort Barnard: the capitaines wherof consideryng, that there was no hope of succor to be sente to theim, and that their vitaill diminished, and that they were not long able to abide the harde assaultes of the English nacion, rendered the tounc and castle, reseruyng to them their horsse and harneis onely, which toune tlierle receiued to the vse of the kyng: But the regent for the valiaunt seruice done by the erle, gaue the same toune to hym and to his heires for euer. Beside this therle partcly by assault, partely by composicion, toke diuerse other tounes, as sainct Kales, wher he made capitain, Richard Gethyne Esquier, Thanceaux Lennitage, where he made gouernor, Matthewe Gough, Guerlande, of the whiche he assigned ruler, lohn Eanaster, Malicprne, wherof he made capitain, William Glasdale esquier, Lisle soubz Boulto, wherof was made capitain, sir Lancelot Lisle knight, Lowpellande, whereof was made capitain, Henry Braunche, Mountseur, of the whiche was made Cpnstable, sir WilliFi Oldhall knight, la Susze, was assigned to the kepyng of Iho Suffolk esquier, and beside this, aboue. xl. castles and piles wer ouerthrowen and destroyed. When the fame and report of these newcs wer blowen through Fraunce, some freated, some feared, and some raged for angre: But the veritie of al thynges beyng by the duke of Bedford declared into Englande, all men reioysed and wer very glad: not onely for the conquest of so many tounes, but also that God had sentc theim victcry in a pitched felde, and in a mortall battaill. Wherfore generall processions wer commaunded, to rendre to God almighty humble and harty thankes, by whose onely gift, and not by power of man, these notable victories wer gotten and achiued. IT is not couenient, that I should talke somuche of Fraunce, & omit al thynges clone in England. Wherfore you shall vnderstand, y about caster this yere, $• kyng called his high' court of parliamet, at his toune of Westminster, & comyng to the parliament hous he was coueighed through the citec vpon a great courser with great triiiph, which child was Judged of all men, not only to haue the very ymage, y liuely portrature, and louelv countenaunce of his noble parent and famous father, but also like to succede, and be his heire in all morall vertues, marcial Policies, and Princely feates, as he was vndoubted inheritor to his realmes, seigniories & dominions. In whiche parliament was graunted to the kyng a subsidy of. xii. . d. of the pound, towardes the mainteinauuce of the warres, of all m arc haun disc commyng iutc* i
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    123 THE. III. YERE OF into this realme, or goyng out of thesame, besides other somes sette on euery tonne of liquor and on cucrysacke of woolle, aswel of Englishe men, as of strangers Duryng wniche Parliamente came to London, Peter Duke of Quymber, sonne 10 the kyng of Ponvngale, and cosin germain remouedto the kyng, which of the Duke of Exeester and the bishop of Winchester his vncles, was highly i'estcd, and liberally rewarded, and was elected into the noble ordre of the Garter. Duryng whiche season, Edinonde Mortimer, the last Erie of Marche of that name (whiche long tyme had been restrained from his liberty, and finally waxed lame) disceased without issue, whose inheritaunce discended to lorde Uicharde Plantagenet, sonnc and heire ;to Richard erle of Cambridge, belicded. as you haue heard before, at the toune of Southhapton. Whiche Richard within lesse then. xxx. yeres, as heire to this erle Edmond, in ope parliament claimed the croune and scepter ot this realme, as herafter shal more manifestly appere. In the tyme of which Parliament also, whether it were, either for, deserte or malice, or to auoyde thynges that might chaunce, accordyng to a prouerbe, whiche sailh, a dead man doth no harme: Sir Ihon Mortimer cosin to the said erle was attainted of treason and put to execution: of whose death no small slaunder arose emongest the common people. AFTER all these actes done in Englande, and in Fraunce, Humfrey duke of Gloucester, with the lady laquet his supposed wife, passed the sea and came to Mons in Henawde, and there by force tokeall suche landes, as Ihon duke of Brabant her first husband hud in possession of the said lady laquet, which doyng, Philippe duke of Burgoyne, bevng grcate frende to the duke of Brabant, muche disdained and more frouned at, and thought for the olde loue and familiaritie, that he bare to the duke of Gloucester, that he would by frendly monicion, turne hym fiom his vnhonest and vngodly life, to a reasonable reformation, and brotherly conforrnitie. Wherfore he wrote louyugly to hym, that he should vtterly leaue of any further Lo folowe thatnewe attempted enterprise, aduerlisyng hym, and protesting openly, that the vsurpyng and wrongfully withholdyng of another marines possession, was not so vile and slaunderous, as the deh'lyng of a pure & cleane bedde, and adulteriously kepyng the wife of his christe brother. The duke of Gloucester beyng in this case very wilful), either blinded with dotage, or inflamed with coueteousnesse of his wifes possessions, regardyng neither the admonishement of the duke of Brabant, nor yet the godly aduertisement of the duke of Burgoyn, sware that he would not leaue of to make farther war, till he had expulsed the duke of Brabant, out of his wifes seigniories, territories & dominions. Wherfore, the duke of Burgoyn assembled together V*;teat armie to make war on the duke of Gloucester, in the cause & quarel of the duke of Brabant his (Vend and cosyn. The duke, of Gloucester, partly for great affaires, that then were imminent in the realme of England, and partly to assemble more people, to resist and withstad the power of the dukes of Burgoyn and Braban', left his wife at Mons in Henaude, with the lordes of the toune, whicho sware to hym, to defend and kepe her against all men, till the tyme of his returne. Wherfore he leauyng with her twoo thousand Englishmen, departed to Calice, and so into Englande. WHEN he was gone, the duke of Burgoyn so threatened, so vexed, yea, and almost so famished them within the toune of Mons, that they deliucred into his possession the lady laquet or lacomyne: whiche incotinent sent her to Gaunt, wher she disguised her self in a nianncs apparel, and so escaped into a toune of her awne in Zelande, called Zirice, and fro thence she was conueigcd to a toune in Holland called Tregowe, where she was honorably receiucd, & there made herself strong to witlnlande her enemies : And for her succor the Duke of Gloucester sent to her fiue hundred mg. The dukes of Burgoyn and Brabant left her not all in quiet, but brent her tonnes in Holland, and slewe her people in Zelande to her greate detriment and displeasure. But inconclusion, this matter was brought before Martyn the. v. bishop of Home: whiche adiudged the first matrimony with duke Ihon of Brabant, to be good and effectuall, and the seconde espousals celebrated with duke Humfrey of Gloucester, to bee of no value, force nor effecte: and that if the duke of Brabant died, it should not be 4 lawfull
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VL 129 lawfull to the duke of Gloucester, to niary again with the lady laquet. The duke of Gloucester, obeiyng to this sentence, beganne to waxe lothe of his supposed wife, by who he neuer had profile butlosse : for whose cause his frendes became hisenemies, & for whose sake he was openly slaundered. Wherfore he, by wanton affeccion blinded, toke to his wife Elianor Cobham doughter to the lord Cobham, of Sterberow, whiche before (as the fame wet) was hia soueraigne lady and paramour, to his great slaunder and reproche. And if he wer vnquieted with his other pretensed wife, truly he was tenne tymes more vexed, by occasion of this woman, as you shall herafcer plainly perceiue: so that he began his manage with euiil, and ended it with worse. The Lady laquet after the death of Ihon duke of Brabant, maried a gentleman of meane estate, called Frake of Bursellen, for the whiche cause the duke of Burgoyn imprisoned her hou'sbande, and left her in greate trouble: suche was the ende of these twoo manages. / 5f THE FOURTH YERE. A litle before this tyme, sir Thomas Rampstone, sir Philip Branche, sir Nicholas Bur- The, iiii. deit, and other Englisheiuen to the n ombre of. v. hundred men, repaired and fortified the ^retoune of sainct lames de Leitron, on the frontiers of Normandy, adioynyng to Britayn. Arthure erle of Richemondand Jury brother to the duke of Britayn, whiche like an vntrue gentleman, sworne and foisworne to the king of England, sodainly fled to Charles the Dolphin: whiche mnche reioysyng of his fauor and amity, gaue to hym the Constableship of Fraiice whiche therle of Boughan slain before at Vernoyl, a small tyme occupied, and lesse space enioyed. This newe Constable not a litle ioyful of his high office, thought to do some pleasure to y dolphyn his master, & lo aduuuce his name at the first entry into his authoritie, he imagined no enterprise to be to him more honorable, nor to his prince more acceptable, then to auoyde and driue out of the toune of sainct lames de Beueon, al the Englishe nacion. So in hope of victory gathered together a boue. xl.M. men, of Britons, Frenchmen and Scottes, and enuironed the toune of sainct lames, or sainct laques de Beuron, with a strong siege. The Englishmen within, whiche in nombre passed not vi.C. men, manfully defended the daily assaultes of the fierce Frenchmen. The Englishemen consulted together what waie was best to bee taken : and after long debatyng, thei determined to issue out of y toune and to fight with their enemies. So on a daie, when the Britons were weried with a long assulte, towardes the euenyng the Englishmen came out of the toune, one part by the posterne of the Castle, and another part by the gate of the toune, criyng sainct George, Salisbury: and set on their enemies bothe before and behind. The Frenchmen scyng the corage of the Englishmen, and hearyng their crie, thyokyng that therle of Salisbury was come to raise the siege, ramie awaie like shepe, and there wer taken, slain and drouned in the water, • of them. iiii. thousand men and mo. Beskles this, these ioly galhuUes left behyndc theim for hast, all their tentes. xiiii. greate gonnes, and. xl. barrelles of pourier. CCC. pipes of wine, CC. pipes of bisket and fioure, CC. frailes of Figges and resons, and. v.C. barrelles of heryng. THE Frenchmen (beyng thus vanquished) fel in diuision emongest theunselfes : the one laiyng to the charge of the other, the losse of their men and the. cause of their fliyng. Sucheis euer the chauce of the war, that when victorie is obteined, the moste coward and faint harted boy will boste and bragge, and when the battaill is loste, the faulte is assigned to the beste, and not to the wourste. The newe Constabte was sore dismaied & muche ashamed of this discomfiture and shamefull flight, but there was no remedy but pacience : But to the entent to blotte out and deface this shatnfull fliyng with a notable victory, he with a great armie entered into the countrey of Aniowe, and brente, spoyled and destroyed two or thre at the moste, litle poore thetched villages: Whiche smal acte done, his malice was queched, £ his old grief (as he thought) victoriously reuenged. • S IN
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    130 THE. IIIJ. YFJIE OF IN this season fell a greate diuision in the realiue of England, which, of a sparcle was; like to growe to a Create flame : For whether the bishop of Winchester called Henry Beaufort, sonne to Ihon Duke of Lancastre, by his third wife, cnuied tlie authoritee of Humfreyduke of Gloucester Protector of the realmc, or whether the duke had taken disdain at the riches and pompous estate of the bishop, sure it is that the whole realm was troubled with them and their partakers: so that the eitezens of London fearvng that that should insue vpon the matter, wer faine to kepe daily and nightly, watches, as though their enemies were at hande, to besiege and destroye them: In so inuchc that all the shoppes within the citie of London wer shut in for feare of the fauorers of those two greate personages, for eche parte had assembled no small n ombre of peoj)le. For paciliyng whereof, tiie Archebishop of Cantorbury, and the duke of Quymbcr called the prince of Portyngalc, rode eight tymes in one daie betwene the twoo aduersaries, and so the matter was staied for that tyme. The bishoppe of Winchester not content with his nephewe the lorde Protector, sente a letter to the Kegente of Fraunce, the tenor wherof insueth. " RIGHT high and mighty prince, and my right noble and after one, leuest lord, I recommend me vnto you with all my harte. And as you desire the welfare of the kyng our souereigne lord, and of his realmes of England and Fraunce, and your a\vne health and ours also, so hast yon hether. For by my trouth if you tary, we shall put tin's lande in aduenture, with a felde, suchc a brother you haue here, God make hym a good man. For your wiscdom knouclh, that the profile of Fraunce stiideth in the welfare of England, &c. Written in great hast on Alhallow euen. By your true seruant to my lifes ende. Henry Wynchester." THE duke of Bedford beyng sore greued and vnquieted with these newes, constituted the erleof Warwicke, whiche was lately come into Fraunce, with sixe thousande men his lieuete* minute in the Frenche dominions and in the duchy of Normandy, and so with a small company, he with the duches his wife, returned again ouer the seas into Englad and the tenth day of lanuary, he was with all solemnitie receiued into London, to whom the eitezens gaue a paire of basynnes, and a thousande marke in money, and from London he rode to Westminster, and was lodged in the kynges palaice. The. xxv. daie of Marche after his comyng to London, a parliamet began at the toune of Leicester, where the Duke of Bedford openly rebuked the Lordes in generall, because thit they in the tyme of warre, through their prkiie malice and inward grudge, had almostc meued the people to warre and coinmocion, in which tyme all men, ought or should be of one mynde, harte and consent: requiryng them to defend, serue and drede their soueraigne lorde kyng Henry, in perfourmyng his conquest in Fraunce, whiche was in maner brought to conclusion, in this parliament the Duke of Gloucester, laied certain articles to the bishop of Winchesters charge, the whiche with the aasweres herafter do ensue. «f The articles of accusation, and accord, betwene my Lord of Gloucester!, and my lorde of Wynchester. HEre insueth the articles, as the kynges counsaill hath conceiued, the which the high and mighty prince, my lord of Gloucester, hath surmised vpon my Lord of Wynchester Chancellour of Englande, with the ansvrere to thesame. 1 FIRST, where as he beyng protector and defender of this lande, desired the toure to be opened to him, and to lodge him therein, Richard Woodeuile esquire, hauyng at that jyme the charge of the kepyng of the toure, refused his desire, and kepte the same toure against hym, vnduly and against reason, by the commaundement of my saied Lord of Winchester : and afterward in approuyng of thesaid refuse, he receiued thesaid Wodeuile, and cherished hym against the state and worship of the kyng, and of my saied lorde of Gloucester. ITEM
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 131 ITEM my said lorde of Winchester, without the aduise and assent of my said lorde of 2 Gloucester, or of the kynges counsail, purposed and disposed hym to set liande on the kynges persone, and to haue remoucd hym from Eltham, the place that he was in to Windsore, to the entent to put him in suchegouernaunce as him list. ITEM, that where my said lord of Gloucester, to whom of al persones or that should 3 be in the lande, by the waie of nature and birthe, it belongeth to se the gouernaunce of the kynges person, informed of the said vndue purpose of my saied lord of Winchester, declared in the articles nexte aboue saied. And in lettyng thereof, determinyng to haue gone to EltbFi vnto the king, to haue prouided as the cause required. My saied lorde of Winchester, vntruly and against the kynges peace, to the entent to trouble my said lord of Gloucester goyng to the kyng purposyng his death in case that he had gone that way, set men of armes and archers, at thende of London bridge next Southwerke : and in forbarryng of the kynges high way, let drawe the cheineof the stulpes there and set vp pipes and hardelles, in maner and forme of Bulwarkes: and set men in chambers, sellers and windowes, with bowes and arrowes and other weapons, to thentent to bryng to final destruccion my saied lorde of Gloucesters persone, aswcll us of those that then should come with hym. ITEM my saied lorde of Gloucester saith and affirmeth, that our souereignc lorde his 4 brother, that was kyng Henry the fifth, told hym on a time, when our said souereigne lorde beyng prince, was lodged in the palaice of Westminster in the greate chambre, by the noyse of a spanyell there was on a night a man espied and taken behynd a t.ipet of the said chambre, the whiche man was deliuered to therle of Arundell to be examined vpon the cause of his beyng there at that tyme. The which so examined at that time, confessed that he was there by the steryng vp and procuryng of my saied Lorde of Winchester, ordained to haue slain thesaied prince there in his bedde: Wherfore thesaid erle of Arrudell let sacke hym forthwith, and drouned hym in the Thamise. ITEM our souereigne lorde that was, kyng Henry the fifth, said vnto my said lorde of ^ Gloucester, that his father kyng Henry the fourth lining, and visited then greatly with sickcnes of the hande of God, my saied lorde of Winchester saied vnto the kyng (Henry the fifth then beyng prince) that the kyng his father, so visited with sickcnessc was not personable: and therfore not disposed to come in conuersacion and gouernaunce of the people, and for so uuichc couasailed hym to take the gouernaunce and croune of this lande vpon hym. f The answere of the bishop. HEre enfiueth the answeresand excusacions made by my lord of Wynchester Chauncellour of Englande, vnto the causes and matters of heuinesse, declared in articles against hym, by my lorde of Gloucester. FIRST, as of the refuse made vnto my Lord of Gloucester, of opcnyng the toure to hym, of his lodgyng therin, by the coinanndement of my saied lorde of Wynchester, he answercth : that in the presence of my said lorde of Gloucester, before his commyng out of his countey of Henawd, for causes such as wer thought reasonable, it seineth lefull that the toure should haue been notably stuft'ed and kept with vitaile, how belt, it was not forthwith executed, and that in likewise after, that my saied lorde of Gloucester was gone into his saied countrey of Henawd for scdicious and odious billes & language, cast and vsed in the cite of London, sounyng of insurreccion & rebellion against the kinges peace, and destruccion aswel of diuerse estates of this land, as straungers beyng vnder the defence, in so muche that in doubt therof, straungers in great nombre fled the land-- & for the more sure kepyng of thesaid toure, Richard Wooduile squire, so trusted with y kyng our souereigne lorde that dead is, (as wel ye knowe) and also chamberlain & counsauer vnto my lord of Bedford, with a certain nombre of defensible persones assigned vnto him, was made deputie ther, by thassent of J kynges cousail being that tyme at London, for to abide therin forsafe
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    132 THE. IIIJ. YERE OF of, and straightly charged by thesaied counsaill, that duryng that tyme of his saied charge, he should not suffreany man to bee in the toure stronger then hymself, without especial charge or cominaundement of the kyng by thaduise of his counsaill. ITEM that after, sone vpon the comyng of my saied lorde of Gloucester into this lande from his countrey of Henawd, the saied lordes of the kynges counsaill were enformed, that my saied lorde of Gloucester, grudged with thesaid maner of enforcyng the toure, and let sale to the of London, that he had wel vnderstand, that they had been heuyly thretened for the tyme of his absence, and otherwise then they should haue bcne if he had be in this land. Wherfore he was right euil contented, & especial of the said forcyng of the toure, set vpon the in maner of a chast vilain. Consideryng the good equitie and trouthe that thei had alwayes kept vnto the kyng, offeryng them therupon remedy if they would. 3 ITEM that after this, Richard Scot liuetenaunt of the toure, by the coinmaundemet of my said lorde of Gloucester, brought vnto hym Frier Randolfe, the whiche had long before confessed treason, doen by hym against the kynges person that dead is, for the whiche knowledge he was put to be kepte in the saied toure, and straightly commaunded vnder great paingeuen vnto the saied Scotte, to kepe hym straightly and surely, and not to let hym out of the saied toure, without commaudement of the kyng, by thaduise of his counsail. The which saied Frier Randolf, my said of lorde Gloucester kept then with hymself (not wittyng the said Scot) as he declared vnto my said lorde of Winchester. Sone after that he had brought the said Frier Randolf vnto my lorde of Gloucestre, saiyng vnto my saied lorde of Winchester, that he was vndone but he helped hym, and expressed as for cause of the saied withholdyng of Frier Randolf: And saying more ouer, that when he desired of my said lorde of Gloucestre, the deliueraunce of the said Frier Randolfe, to leade hym again vnto the toure, or sufficient warraunt for his discharge, my said Lorde of Gloucestre aunswered hym, that his cominaundement was sufficient warraunt and discharge for hym. In the whiche thyng aboue saied, it was thought to my Lorde of Wynchester, that my saied lorde of Gloucester, toke vpon hym further then his authoritie stretched vnto, and caused hym for to doubte & dreade, leaste that he would haue proceaded further. And atsuche tyme as the saied Woodeuile came vnto him to aske his aduise and counsaill, of lodgyng of my saied lorde of Gloucester into the toure : he aduised and charged him, that before he suffered my said lorde of Gloucester or any person lodge therin stronger then hymself, he should purvey hym a sufficient warraunt therof, of the kyng by thaduise of his counsaill. 4 ITEM as to the saied article of the foresaied causes of heuinesse, my saied Lorde the Chaunccllor answereth, that he neuer purposed to set hande on the kynges person, nor to remoue hym, or that he shoulde bee remoued, or put in any maner of gouernaunce, but by thaduise of the kynges counsaill. For he could not conceiue any maner of goodnes or of aduauntage that might haue growen vnto hym therof: But rather grcate perill and charge, and hereof my saied Lorde of Winchester is redy to make profe in tyme and place conuenient. 5 ITEM, as to the third article of the farsaid causes and heuinesse, my said lorde Chaancellor answereth, that he was ofte and diuerse tymes warned by diuerse credible persones, aswell at the tyme of the kynges laste Parliament, holden at Westminster, as before and cithe, that my said lorde of Gloucester, purposed him bodely harme, and was warned therof, and counsailed by the saied persones, and that diuerse tymes to abstain hym fro commyng to Westminster, as my said Lorde of Winchester declared vnto my saied lorde of Gloucester. 6 ITEM, that in the tyme of thesaied Parliament diuerse persones of lowe estate, of the citee of London in great nobre, assembled on a daie vpon the Wharffe, at the Crane of the Vintry, wished and desired that they had there the persone of my Lord of Winchester, saiyng: that they would haue throwen hym into the Thamise, to haue taught hym to swymme with winges. For whiche bilies and language of slander and threatenynges, cast & spoken in the said cite, by my said lord the Chancellor, caused hym to suppose, that they had so saied and did, willed and desired his destruceion, although they had no cause. ITEM
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. U'3 ITEM, that after the comyng to London of sir Raufc Botiller and master Lewes, sent 7 fro my Lorde of Bedford, to the rest of the lordes of the counsaill, they beyng informed that my saied Lorde of Gloucester, did beare displeasure to rny saied Lorde of Winchester: They catne to my saied lorde of Gloucester to his Ynne, the second Sondaie next before Alballowen daie, and there opened vnto him, that they had knowledge and vnderderstandyng of thesaied displeasure, praiyng hym to lette theim knowe if he -bare suche displeasure against my saied Lorde of Winchester, and also the causes thereof. At the whiche tyme (as my said lorde of Winchester was afterward informed) that my sated lorde of Gloucester, affirmed that he was heuy towarde hym, and not withoutten causes that paraduenture he would put in vvrityng. ITEM, that after the Modaie next before Alhallowen daie last past in the night, the 8 people of thesaid citee of London, by the commaundement of my said lorde of Gloucester, as it was said: For what cause my lorde the Chancellor wist not, assembled in the citee, armed and arraied and so continued all that night. Emongest diuerse of the whiche, (the same night by what excitacion, my said lorde the Chauncellor wist not) seclicious and heuie language was vsed, and in especiall against the persone of my saied lorde the Chauticellor. And so the same Mondaie at night, my saied Lorde of Gloucester, sent vnto theYnnes of Courte at London, chargyng them of the Court dwellyng in thesame to be with hym vpon the morowe, at eight of the clocke in their best arraie. ITEM that on the morowe, beyng Tewesday next folowyng early, my saied lorde of 9 Gloucester, sent vnto the Maire and Aldermen of the saied citee of London, to ordain hyrn vnto the nombre of three hundred persones on horssebaeke, to accompany hym to suche place as he disposed hym to ride, which (as it was saied) was vnto the kyng, to thentent to haue his persone, and to remoue hym from the place that he was in, without assent or aduise of the kynges counsail, the whiche thyng was thought vnto- my saied lorde the Chauncellor, that he ought in nowise to haue doen, nor had not been sene so before. ITEM that mv saied lorde the chauncellor, consideryng the thynges aboue said, and 10 doubtyng therfore of perelles that might haue insued thereof, intendyng to purueye there against, and namely for his awne suretie and defence, accordyng to the lawe of nature, ordained to let that no force of people, should come on the bridge of London towarde hym, by the whiche he or his might haue been indaungered or noyed, not intendyng in any wise, bodely harme vnto my saied lorde of Gloucester, nor to any other person, but ouely his awne defence end eschcwyng the perell abouesaied. ITEM as toward the fourth and iifth of the saied articles, my loide the Chauncellor an- j j swereth, that he was eucr true, to al those that wer his soueraigne Lordes, and reigned vpon hym, and that he neuer purposed treason nor vntrouth against any of their persones, and in especiall against the persone of our saied soueraigne lorde kyng Henry the fifth. The whiche consideryng the greate wisedome, trouthe and manhod, that al men knewe in hym, ne would not for the tyme that he was kyng, haue set on my said lorde the Chauncellor so greate truste as he did, if he had founde, or thought in hym suche vntrouthe. The whiche thyng tny saied Lorde the Chauncellor, olfred to declare and shewe, as it belogeth to a man of his estate to do, requiryng thervpon my lord of Bedford, and all the lordes spiritual! and temporal in this parliamet, that it might be sene, that there wer judges couenient in this case, that they would do hym right, or els that he might haue leaue of the kyng by their aduise, to go sue his right, before hym y ought to be his iudge. AND as towarde the letter sent by my lord of Winchester, vnto my lord of Bedford, jg of the whiche the tenor is before rehersed, of the which my lorde of Gloucestre complained hym of the malicious and vntrue purpose of my said lord of Winchester, as toward the assernblyng of the people and gatheryng of a feld in the kynges lade in troublyng there-f, and against thelcinges peace: My said lorde of Winchester answereth, that of his said letters duely vnderstande, & in suche wise as he vnderstod and meant in the writyng of them, it maie not reasonably be gathered and taken, that my saied lorde of Winchester, intendedto
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    THE, 1113. YERE OF to gather any fe!d or assemble people, in troublyng of the kynges land, and against the fringes peace, but rather he purposed to acquitc hyin to the kyng in his trouthe, and to kepe the rest and peace in the kytigcs land, and to eschew rebellion, disobedience and all trouble. For by that that in the begin nyng of the said letter, he callcth my said lorde of Bedford, his Icuest lorde, after one, that is the kyng, whom he ought to except of dutie of hio t ron the, the whiche he imth euer kept and will kcpe. 13 MOREOVER in the saicd letlre, he desireth the commyng home of my Lorde of Bedforde, for the welfare of the kyng and of his realmes of England and of I'raunce. the whiche stande principally in his kcpyng of rest and peace, and praicth my saied lorde of Bedford, to spede his commyng into England, in cscliewyng of ieoperdy of the land, and of a felde the whiche he drade hym, might haue folowed if he had long taried : As toward those wordes, and ye tary we shall put this land in aduenture with a feld, suche a brother ye liaue here, &c. My saicd lord of Winchester saieth, lhesothei§: before or he wrote thesaied letter, by occasion of certain ordinaunces, made by the Mairc and Aldermen of London, against the excess! ue taking of Masons, Carpentars, Tilers, Plasterers and other laborers, for their daily iorneis and approued by the kynges aduise and his counsaill, there were caste many heuinesses and sedicious billes, vnder the names of suche laborers, thretenyng risyug with many thousandes, and manassyng of estates of the lando, and likewise sedicious and euill language sowen, .and .so continued and likely to haue sued of purpose and intent of disobedience and rebellion. To redressyng of the v.hiche, it seined to my forde the Chauncellor, that my said lorde of Gloucester, did not his endeuor, nor diligence that he might haue shewed, for lacke of whiche diligence, they that were disposed to do disobeysaunce, were incoraged and inboldened. So that it was like that they should haue made a gathcryng, and that the kyng and his true subiectes, should haue been compelled to haue made a felde, to haue withstand theim, the which feld makyng had been adtienturyng of this lande. And in tokenyng that it was neucr my said lorde Chauncellors intent to gather no feld, but as trouth moste stirred hyin against suche as riotously, would make suche assemble against our soueraigne Lorde, and the weale of this land : He desired   so hastely, the commyng of my saied Lorde of Bedforde, the whiche he would in no wise haue so greatly desired, if he would haue purposed hym vnto any vnlawful makyng of a feld, for he wist wel that my said lorde of Bedford would moste sharply haue chastised and punished, all those that so would any riotous assehle make. When this answere was made, the duke caused this writyng folowyng, opely to be proclaymed. 14 Beit knowen to all folkes, that it is the intent of my lord of Bedford, and all the lordes spiritual! and temporal!, assembled in this present parliament, to acquite hym and them, and to precede truly, iustely and indifferently, without any parcialitie, in any maner of matters or querelles, moued or to bee moued, betwene my Lorde of Gloucester, on that one partie, and my lorde of Winchester, Chauncellor of England on that other party. And for sure kcping of the kynges peace, it is accorded by my saied lorde of Bedford, and by my saied lordes spiritual and temporal!, an othe to be made, in forme that foloweth, that is to saie. f The Othe of the lordes. TMat my saied lorde of Bedford, and my saied lordes spiritual and temporal, and eche of them, shal as farfurth as their connynges and discrecions suffisen, truly, iustly, and indifferently, cousaill and aduise the kyng, and also procede and acquite them self, in al the said matters and quarelles, without that they, or any of theim, shall priuely and appertly, make or shewe hymself to be party or parciall thcrin, not leuyng or eschewyng so to do, for affcccion, loue, mede, doubt, or dreade of any persoue or persones. And that they shall in all wise, kepe secrete all that shalbe commoned by waie of counsuill, in the matters and quarelles abouesaid, in the said parliament, without that they or any of them shall
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 135 by worde, writyng of the kyng, or in any wise open, or discouer it to any of thesaid parties, or to any other person that is not of the saied counsail. But if lie haue a speciall commaundement or leaue thereto of tlie kyng, or of my saied lorde of Bedfordc, and that eche of them shall, with all his might and power, assist by waie of counsaill, and els shewc it vnto tlie kyng, my lordc of Bedibrdc, and to the rest of my said lordes, to put the said parties to reaso, and not suffer that any of the saied parties, by them or by their assistentes, procede or attempte by waie of feit against the kynges peace: nor helpe, assiste, or comfort any of them thereto, but let them witli all their might and power, and withstands them, and assist vnto the kyng and my saied Lord of Bedfordc, in-kepyng of the kynges peace, and redressyng all such maner of procedyng by waie of foil or force. 5f The Dukes. The Lord Cromcwell. The Duke of Bedford. The Lord Bovoughth. The Duke of Norffolke. The Lord Louell. The Duke of Excestrc. The Lord Botreux. 
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    THE. IIIJ. YE RE OF ucrcncc of God, and for the good of the kyng our soucraigne Lorde in this lande, and namely at the rcneix'ce, and specially at the request and praier of the mightie and highe prince my lord of Bedford his brother, agreed hym to put and putteth all maner matters and queralles in deede, with all their nicidentez, circumstaunces, dependentz and connexes, that touchen liyni and his persone, that lie hath in anywise, do, or feleth hym greued, or heuy against iny lorde his vncle, my Lorde of Winchester. Or els that my Lorde of Winchester findeth him greued against hym, in asmuchc as they touch hym or his persone, fro the beginnyng of the wbrlde vnto this daie. Jn the aduise, ordinaunce and arbitrament of the worthy father in GOD, Henry Archbishop of Canterbury, the high and noble prince Thomas duke of Ex 'tester, and Ihon duke of Norffolke, the worshipfull father in God Thomas bishop ofDuresmc, Philip bishop of Worcester, Iho bishop of Bathe. The noble lorde Ilumfrey erle of Stafford, the worshipfull persones, Master William Alnewike keperof the kynges priuy sealer and Haufe lorde Crurmvel, promisyng and behightyng, by the faith of his body, and worde of his princehode and kynges sonne, to do kepe, obserue and fulfil, for hym and in his behalf, all that shalbe declared, ordeined and arbitred, by the forsaid Archebishop, Dukes, bishopj>es, Erie, Keper of the priuie scale, and lorde Cruwell, in all matters and querelles aboue saied: Grauntyng also and promisyng ouer that, to be comprehended in the forsaied arbitretnent, as toward puttyng awaie all heuinesse or displeasures in any wise conteined by my lorde of Gloucester, against all those that haue in any wise assisted, counsailed, or fauorcd vnto his said vncle of Winchester, and as toward any matters, that be touchyng my Lord of Gloucester, remitteth it and the gouernaunce thereof vnto the kyng and his counsaill, they to dome it by the aduise of his counsaill, as hym thynketh it to be doen. In witncsse of the whiche thyng, to this present compromise, my said lorde of Gloucester, hath subscribed his name with his awne hande, Humfrey Gloucester. And in like forme, my Lorde of Winchester in another compromise, hath suscribed with his awne hande, vnder the worde of priestehod, to stande at the aduise, ordinaunce and arbitremet of the persones abouesaied, Mutatis Mutandis. THE causes beforsaied and querelles by vs sene, heard, and diligently examined and decreed, by the assent of the saied parties, ordeine and award, that my lordes of Gloucester and of W inches ter, for any thyng doen or spoken, by that one purtie against that other, or by any of theirs or any other persone or persones, afore the. vii. daie of this present Moncth of Marche, ncuer hereafter take causes, querelles, displeasures or heuinesses, that one against theother, ne nether against thecounsailers, adherentes or fauorers of that other, for any thing or thynges that are past. And that my saied lorde of Gloucester, bee good Lorde to my saied Lorde of Winchester, and haue hym in loue and affeccion as his kynsemen and Vncle. And that my saied Lorde of Winchester, haue to my saied Lorde of Gloucester, true and s:\dde loue and affeccion, do and bee ready to do to hym suche seruice, as aperteineth of 'honesty to my saied Lorde of Winchester and his estate todoo. And that eche of theim be good Lord vnto all those adherentes, counsailers and fauorers of that other, and shewe theim ;it all tymes fauorable loue and affeccion, as for any thyng doen by them, or saied afore the scuenth daie of Marche. AND we derre, ordaiue and awarde, that my saied Lorde of Wynchester, in the presence of the kyng oure soueraigne Lorde, my Lorde of Bedfordr, and my Lorde of Gloucester, and the rcsydue of the Lordes Spirituall and Temporal!, and' Commons beeyng in this prcsente Parlyamente, saye and declare in maner and forme that foloweth. MY soueraigne Lorde I haue well vnderstande, that I am noysed emong the states of your land, how that the kyng our soueraigne lorde that was that tyme, beyng prince and lodged iu thegreate chambreat Westminster, by the baiyngof a spanyell, there was on a night taken, behynJ a tapet in thcsame chamber, a man, that should haue confessed, that he was thereby myne excitacion and procuryng to haue slain theforesaied Prince there in his bedde, wherevpon thesaied erle, let sacke hym furthwith, and drouned hym in the Thamise. And furthermore I am accused, how that I should haue stirred the kyng that last died, the tyme also that he was Prince, to haue taken the gouernaunce of this rcalme, and the croune vpo him, 1 liuyng
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 137 liuyng his father the same tyme beyng kyng: Through whiche language and uoysyng, I feie my name and fame greatly emblemmisshed, in diuerse inenhes opinions. Where vpon I take h'rste God to my witnesse, and afterwarde all the worlde, that I haue been at all tymes, £ am true louer and true man, to you my soueraigne Lorde, and shalbe all my life. And also I haue bene to my soneraigne lorde, that was your father, all tyme of his reigne, true man: and for suche, he toke trust and cherished me to his Hues end, and as I trust no man nil affirme the contrary, nor neuer in my life procuryng, nor imagenyng death nor destruccio of his person, ne assentyng to any such thyn'g, or like thereto, the tyme that he was kyng or Prince, or els in other estate. And in like wise, I was true man to Kyng Henry the. iiij. all the tyme that he was my soueraigne lorde, and reigned vpon me: In which matters, in all maner of wise, that it liketh to you my soueraigne lorde for to commaunde me, I am ready for to declare me: And furthermore, where, how and when, it shall like you by thaduise of your counsaill to assigne me. Wherefore I beseche you my soueraigne Lorde as humbly as I can consideryng that there is no grounded processe, by the v\ hich I might lawfully, in these matters aboue saied beconuict, blessed be God, to holdeme and declare me by thaduise of al the lordes spirituall and temporall, beyng in this presente Parliament, true man to you my soueraigne lord, & so to haue been vnto my souereigne lords that wer your fattier and graudfather, and true man also, to haue been at all tymes vnto his saied father, whilest he was Prince, or els in any other estate, the said slaunder and noysyng notwithstanding. And this same declaracion to be enacted, in this your saied present parliament. THE which wordes declared in maner, as it is aboue said by my said larde of Winchester, it semeth to my saied lordes the arbitrators, that it is fittyng that my said lorde of Winchester drawe hym a part, and in the ineane tyme, the Lordes beyng present, bee singulerly examined thervpon and saie their aduise: And if it be assented by theim in maner as my saied lorde of Winchester desireth, let hyin be called again, and that then my lord of Bedford, then haue these wordes in effect y foloweV FAIRE vncle, my Lord, y kyngs grace by the aduise of his connsaill, hath comma unded me to saie to you, that he hath well vnderstande and considered all the matters whiche ye haue here openly declared in his presence, and thereupon ye desire a peticion that he will declare you, and by the aduise and assent of the lordes spiritual! an dtemporall, beyng in this presente Parliamente, he declarethyou a true man to hym, and that ye haue so bee to my lorde his father and his graundfather, and also true man to my Lorde his father whiles he was Prince or els in any other estate, thesaied dislaunder and noysyng notwithstandyrig : And will that the saied declaracion be so enacted in this present parliament. After the whiche wordes thus saied, as before is declared, by thesaied lordes arbitratours that my saied lorde of Winchester should haue these wordes that folowcth, to my saied lorde of Gloucester. MY Lorde of Gloucester, I haue concerned to my greate hcuinesse that ye should haue receiued by diuerse reportes, that I should haue purposed and imagined against your persone, honor and estate in diuerse maners, for thewhich ye haue take against me great displeasure Sir I take God to my witnes, that what reportes socuer haue been to you of me, paraduenture of such as haue had no greate affeccion to me, GOD forgiuc it them, I neuer imagined, ne purposed any thyng that might be hyndcryng or preiudice to your persone, honor, or estate. And therfore, I praie you that ye be vnto me good lord from this time furthe, for by my will I gaue neuer other occasion, nor purpose not to do herafter through Goddes grace. The whiche wordes so by hym saied, it was decreed by the said arbitratours, that my lord of Gloucester should answere and saie. Faire Vncle, sithe ye declare you suche a man as ye saie, I am right glad that it is so and for suche a man I take you. And when this was doen, it was decreed by the saied arbitratours that euery ech of my lordes of Gloucester and Winchester should take either other by trie hande, in the presence of the kyng and all the parliament, in signe and token of good loue and accord, the whiche was doen and the Parliamet was adiourned till after Easter. T When
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    138 THE. IIIJ. YERE OF When the greate fire of this disceneion, betwene these twoo noble personages, was thus by the arbitratours to their knowledge and iudgement, vtterly quenched out, and laied vnder boord all other controuersies bttnene other Loroles, takyng parte with the one partie or the other, wer soue apeased and brought to concord. For ioy wherof, the kyng caused a solepne feast, to be kept on Whitsou sondaie, on the whiche daie, he created Richard Plantagenet, sonne and heiretothe erle of Cambridge (whom his father at Hampton, had put to execution, as you before haue heurde) Duke of Yorke, not forseyng before, that this prefermet should be his destruction, nor that his sede should, of his generacion, bee the extreme ende and finall confusion. He the same daie also promoted Ihon Lorde Mowbrey and Erie Marshall, sonne and heire to Thomas duke of Norffolke, by kyng Richard the seconde exiled this real me and dominion, to the title, name, and stile o; the Duke of Norflblke, duryng whiche feaste, the Duke of Bedforde adourneJ the kyng with the high ordre of Jknighthode, whiche on thesame daie dubbed with the swear jd these knightes whose names ensue. Richard Duke of Yorke. Sir Reignold Cobharn. Ihon Duke of Norffolke. Sir Ihon Passheleue. The erle of Westmerlande, Sir Thomas Tunstall. Henry lorde Percie. Sir Ihon Chedeocks. Ihon lord Butler, sonne to therle cf Or- Sir Raufe Langstre. naond. Sir William Drurye. The lord Ilosse. Sir William Ap Thomas. The lorde Matrauers. Sir Richard Caruonell. The lorde Welles. Sir Richard Wooduile. The lorde Barkeley. Sir Ihon Shirdclow. Sir lames Butler. Sir Nicholas Blanket. Sir Henry Graye of Tankaruile. Sir William Cheyney. Sir Ihon Talbot. Sir William Babyngto lustice. Sir Raufe Graye of Werke. Sir Raufe Butler. -Sir Robert Veer. Sir Robert Beauchapme. Sir Richard Grey. Sir Edmond Trafford. Sir Edmond Hungerford. -Sir ILon lune chief Baron, and diuerse Sir Water Wyngfeld. other. Sir Ihon Buttelen. AFTER this solempne feast ended, a great aide and subsidye was graunted, for the continuance of the conquest in Fraunce, and so money was gathered, and men wer prepared in euery citee, toune, and coutrey: duryng whiche busines, Thomas duke of Excester, the sadde, wise and ivel learned cousailer, great vncle to the kyng, departed out of this mortal life, at his manner of Grenewiche, & was with al funeral pompe, conueyed through London to Berry, and there buried. In which yere also died the Lady Elizabeth his halfe sister, & of the whole bloud with kyng Henry the. iiij. inaried to lorde Ihon Hollande duke of Excester and after to the lord Fanhope, buried at the Blacke Friers of London. WHILE these thynges wer thus appoyntyng and concludyng in Englande: The erle of Warwicke leuetenaunt for the Regente in the reahne of Fraunce, entered into the countrey ofMayne, and besieged the toune of Chasteau de Loyre, the which shortly to h'yrn was redered wherof he madecapitain Matthew Gough esquire. After that, he toke by assaute the castle of Mayet, and gaue it for his valeauntnes to Iho Winter esquire, & after that he conquered the castle of Lund, and made there governor, William Gladdisdale gentleman. At whiche place he was informed, that the Frenchemen were assembled together, in the countrey of Beausse, wherforelike a valyaunt capitain, he with all his power marched thetherwarde, to encountre with his enemies, and to fight with his aduersaries, whiche hauyng knowledge of his approchyng, fled, and durste not abide the triall, nor jeopardy the aduenture, and in his returnyng, he beseged the Castle of Montdubkan, whereof was capitain sir 4 Roberto
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 13.9 Roberto des Croix, whiche siege cotinued thre \vekes, but in conclusion the Englishcmen, so sore charged theim with in, that the capitain with his whole company, were contente to yelde the castle, their Hues horse and harneis, oncly reseKued: Wliiche to them ivas after long consultacion had, and many agrementes made frankely grauted. And the saied erle of Warwicke, leauyng there the valeaunt lorde Willoughby, returned again to Paris. Duryng whiche season he was ordained by the assent of the thre estates of thcreahne of England to be gouernorof the young kyng, in like maner as the noble Duke of Excester before his death was appoynted and assigned, but yet he taried still in Eraunce, and did there no small scruice as you shall here after percciue. If THE FIFTH YERE. THE Regent of Fraunce thus beeyng in Englande, meanes was made by the Duke of Bur- The.v.yere. goyne, for the deliuery of the Duke of Alanson, whiche was taken prisoner at the battaill of Vernoylelhe last yere. So he for the some of twoo hundred thousande crounes, was deliuered and set at large: but neither for release of all or abatement of part of his raunsome, he would in no wise acknowledge the kyng of Englande, to he his liege and soucreigne Lorde: Suche affeccion bare he to the Dolphyn, and suche troulh shewed he to his natural country. • When all thynges wer concluded, ordered and established, bothe for the conseruacion of peace and tranquilitie within the realme of Englande, and also for the maintenaunce ofwarre for the finall gainyng of the region of Fraunce : the Duke of Bedforde and his wife, tooke their leaue of the Kyng, at Westminster and landed at Calice, with who also passed the seas, Henry bishop of Winchester, whiche in thesaied tonne was inuested with the Habile, Hatte and dignitie of a Cardinall, with all Ceremonies to it appertainyng. Whiche degree, kyng Henry the fifth knowyng the haute corage, and the ambicious myndeof the man, prohibited _hym on his allegeaunce once, either to sue for or to take, mcanyng that cardinalles Hattcs should not presume to be egall with Princes. Hut now the kyng beyng young and the Regent his frencle, he obteined that dignitie, to his greate profite, and to the empoucrishyng of the spiritualtie. For by a Bull legatyne, whiche he purchased at Rome, he gathered so much treasure, that no man in maner had money but he, and so was he surnamed the riche Cardinall of Winchester, and nether called learned bishop, nor vertcous priest. AFTER that, the duke of Bedford was returned into Fraunce, the lorde of Rustinan Marshall of Britayn, assembled a greate company of the Britishe nacion, whiche fortefied & repaired the toune of Ponntorson, and after thesaied Marshall, with a thousand men entered into the countrey of Constantyne in Normandy, and came before the toune of Auranches. Thenglishmen within the garrison, issued out & boldly fought with their enemies: but after long conflicte and many strokes geuen, the Britons wer ouer come, and the lorde Rustynan taken, and the moste parte of his people slaine. The Duke of Bedforde hearyng that 4he toune of Pountorson was newly fortified and strongly defended, sent thither the erle of Warwicke, accopanied with the lorde Scales, and diuerse other valiaunt capitaines and souldiers, to the nombre of. vii. thousand men to besiege the toune, whiche so enuironed it on euery parte, that neither man could steale out, nor beast could passe in. The siege long continnyng, vitaill began to waxe scant in the Englishe armie, wherefore the Lord Scales hauyng in his company, sir Ihon Harpely Bayly of Constantine, sir William Brear ton Bayly of Caen, sir Raufe Tesson, sir Ihon Carbonell and. iii. thousand good men of war, departed fro the siege to get vitail, pouder and other thynges necessary for their purpose and enterprise. And as they were returnyng with their cariages On the sea cost, riere to S. Michaels Moiit, they sodainly wer encounlred with their enemies, wherof the chief wer, the Baron of Coloses, the lorde Dausebost capitain of thesaid Mount the lorde Mountabon, the lorde Mountburchier, the lorde of Chasteau Giron, the lord of Tyntygnat, the lord of Chasteau Brian with. vi. M. men of warre. The lorde Scales and his company T 2 (seyng.
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    140 V THE. V. YERE OF (seyng that thei wer compassed on euery side with deadly daungiers, for the sea was on the one side, and their enemies on the other, and no mcane waie to escape or flie, discended from their horsses and like gredy Lions, together in an vnpeaceable fury, set on their enemies. The skirmishe was strong & the fight was fierce, the Englishmen kept themselfes so close, that their enemies could haue no auantage of them. At the last the lorde Scales cried S. George, they flie, with that thenglishmen toke suche a corage, & the Frenchmen that fought before, were so dismaied that they began to flie. The Englishmen leped again on horssebacke, and folowed theim, and slewe and toke aboue. xi.C. persones, emongest who wer taken, the Baron of Colsoes, and the lorde of Chasteau Brian and xxx. knightes. AFTER this victory, the Lorde Scales with his vitailes, prouision and prisoners, returned to the siege, where he was of the Erie and other noble men, Joyously receiuecl and for this notable facte, highly magnified and preysed. While the siege thus continued before Pountorson, Christopher Hanson and other souldicrs of the garrison of S. Susan, made a rode into the countrey of Anioy, & came to a Castle called Kamffort, which castle was so priuely scaled, that the capitain within & his company, wer taken or slain before they knewe of their enemies approchyng. When knowledge of this fcate was made open to the Frenchenien, whiche were assembled to the nombre of. xx.M. to reyse the siege, and breake vp the the campe, liyng before the toune of Pountorson, they left that iourney for a tyme, and returned to the Castle of Ramffort, and besieged thesame by the space of tenne daies. THE Englishmen considering the multitude of the enemies, and the farre absence of their frendcs, began to treate with the Frenchmen and so vpon condicion to departe with baggc and baggage, horse and names, thei rendered vp the castle, and departed with more riches then thei brought, whiche castle thus possessed by the Frenchemen, they forgat the reskew of Poutorson, and brake vp thei. army. But sone after, the lorde of Raix, calling himself liuetenaunt general for the dolphin, accompanyed with the lorde Mount lehan, the Lorde Bcaumanoire, and the lorde Tussye, and other to the n5bre of thre thousand persones, entered into the countrey of Mayn, & laied siege to the castle of Malycorne, w he rot" was capitain an Englishma, called Oliuer Osbatersby, which castle with the capitain, was by force taken and obteined : in like maner they toke the litle castle of Lude^ and there in William Blackeborne leuetcnaunt for Willia Glasdale esquire, & put hym to rausorne, and slewe al his souldiers. Alter this victory, in the which they muche gloried, the Frenchmen perceiuing that therle of Warwicke continued stil his siege before the toune'of Pountorson, & knowyng by their espials, that the Englishmen wer determined to geue them battaill, if thei once attempted to rayse the siege, and therefore fearyng to fight in an open battaill, reculed backe again to the dolphyn with litle gain and small honor. The Frenchmen and: Britons beyng straighlly besieged within the tonne of Pountorson, perceiuyng no likelyhod. of succors to come, and seyng the Englishe army daily did increase, fearyng the sequela therof, if they by violence should be taken and vanquished, thei offered the toune, so that thei might departe with horse and harnes only: whiche request (after long sute and peticion) to theim was hardely graunted. The Erie like avaliaunt capitain, entred into the toune and there appoynted for gouernors, the lord Roos, and the lorde Talbot, and leuyng there .a conuenient garrison, returned to the lorde Regent. AFTER the takyng of this toune, there was a league, and a treaty concluded betwene the Regent and the duke of Britayn, by the whiche agrement bothe the tounes of Pountorson and S. lames de Beuron wer beaten doune to the ground £ clery defaced. After the lord ef Rais was departed out of the territory of Mayne as you haue heard, Christopher Hanson, Phillip Gough, Martyn Godffrey called the sealer, and diuerse other of the garrison of S. Susan, to the nombre of. xxx. ar chars, went out in a mornyng to seke their aduetures, and came nere to the Castle of sainct Laurence de Mortiers (at the same very season) whe sir lames de Scpeaulx capitain of thesame, was gone out of his Castle with the greatest nombre of his retinewe, to a Churche directly against the castle. In the masse time, thenglisHmen entered by subtiltie into the gate & so gat the dongeon. And when sir James re1 turned
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    _____ KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 141 turned from Masse, as he entered into the gate he was taken, and his men fled, and so was the castle furnished with Englishmen, and capitain therof was appoynted, sir William Oldhaule. THE same season, sir Ihon Fastolfe, gouernor of the countries of Aniowand Maine, assembled a great puissaunce of men of warre, and laied a siege before the castle of sainct Owen Destays, beside the toune ofLauall, wherof was capitain sir Guillam Orenge, whiche, after ten daies besiegyng, rendred the castle, their Hues and armure only except: howbeit one railyng and slaunderous persone was put to terrible execution. And from thence, thesaid sir Ihon remoued to the strog castle of Grauile, & after, xii. daies, thei within offred to yeld the castle by a day if thei wer not succored by y dolphin or his power. The offre was taken & pledges deliuered, which wer Guilla Cordouen, & Ihon de Majsierie esquicrs. After these pledges deliuered, sir Ihon Fastolffe returned in post to the regent, aduertisyng him of this cotnposicion and agrement: wherfore thesaid lorde, reised a greate power, to tight with the Frenche men at the day appoynted, and in his company, wer the erles of Mortaigne and Warwicke, and the lordes Roos, and Talbot, sir Ihon Fastolffe, sir Ihon Aubemond, sir Ihon Ratclife, and diuerse other, to the nombre of twentie thousand men, and so inarched forward in hope to mete and ioyne battail with their enemies. But their aduersaries, whiche wer not farre of, durste notapproche, wherfore the Regent sent sir Ihon Fastolfe incontinent to receiue the castle : but they within (cotrary to their prornesse and appointment)  had newly vitailed and manned the place, and so forsaking their pledges and iielowes in armes, refused to render the fortres according to the appointment:, wherfore the pledges were brought before the sight of theiin within the castle, and there openly put to death. After this, the lord Talbot, was made gouernor, of Aniow and Mayne, and sir Ihon. Fastolffe was assigned to another place: whiche lorde Talbot, beyng bothe of noble birthe, aud haute corage, after his comming into Fraunce, obteigned so many glorious victories of his enemies, that his only name was, and yet is dredful to the Frenche nacion, and muche renoumedemongest all other people. This ioly capitain, and sonne of the valiant Mars, entered into Mayn and sleive men, destroyed castles, and brent tounes, and in conclusion, , sodainly toke the toune of Lauull: but the lord Loghac, and diuerse other, retrayted theiiu. selfes into the Castle, and there remained eight daies. Duryng which tyme, it was agreed, that all capitaines, Burgesses, and men of warre, which wer within the Castle, should depart with bagge and baggages, paiyng to the lord Talbot for al thynges, one hundred thousand CrouneSi And the Castle so beyng deliuered, was committed to the kepyng of Gilbert. Halsall, w.hiche after, was slain at the siege of Oileance, for whom was made capitain Matthew Gough, which beyng at the iorney before Senlies, by treason of a miller that kept a mil adioynyng to the walle, the Frenchemen entered into the toune, and brought it into their subiectionand obeysaunce. THE duke of Bedford, was aduertised by his espials, that the toune of Montar»es^ whiche was in the territory of Orleance, was but slenderly kept and smally furnished, and that it might be taken with litle pain and no losse. The Regent glad of these newes, sent therleof Suffolke, sir Ihon Pole his brother, & sir Henry Bisset with sixe. Mi men to assaute the toune, but when they came thether and found the toune better manned and more strongly defenced, then their expectacion imagined, they gaue no assaute but laied sie^e aboute the toune, and therle of Warwike was appoynted to lye with a great nomber of menne of warre, at sainct Mathelines de Archamp, to encountre the Frenchmen if they would attempt to ayde or vitaill those that wer enclosed within the, toune. This fortresse stode in suche a place, that what with waters and what with marishes, the army must seuer in thre partes, so that the one could not easely help the other, but either by boates or bridges, so the toune was besieged by the space of two monethes and more. In the meaneseasoiij Arthur of Britayne, Constable for the dolphyn, sent thether in all hast, the lorde Boisac Marshall of Frauce, Stephin le Hire, Ponton de Sentrayles, the lorde Grauile, and diuerse other valiaunt horssemen, to the nomber of thre thousand and aboue, which priuely; ins
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    142 THE. V. YERE OF in the night, came on that side where sir Ihon de la Pole and sir Henry Bisset laye, whom they found out of all ordre and without any watche. So the Frenchemen entered into their ludgcs and slewe many in their beddes, they spared no man, for the resistance was smal, Sir Iho Dela pole with his horsse saued hymself, and fled ouer the water to his brother, & sir Henry Bisset escaped hyaboateand eight with him. The residue whiche would haue passed the bridge and ioynedwith the erle of Suffolke, fled in such plumpcs ouer the bridge, that the tymber brake and a great nombre was drouned so, y there were slain & drouned xv.C. men. The erle of YVanvike hearyng of this chaunce, departed from sainct Mathelyn with all diligent spede, and came before Montarges offeryng battaill to the Frenche capitaines, which answered that thei had manned and vitailed the toune, and enteded to do nomore at that time. Thenglishmen seyng that their trauaile should be in vain, came back softely again with all their ordinaunce to the duke of Bedforde. IT should seme that fortune at this time would not, that the Freche men should haue one ioyfull claie, butthesame also should be myngled with dolor or displeasure. For at this very tytne, sir Nicholas Burdett appoynted by the duke of Somerset, to vexe and trouble his enemies in the costes of Britayne, sent light horssemen into euery part, vexyng the people and wastyng the coutrey. All tounes that he passed by were brente al, and buildynges spoyled & robbed, prisoners and praies wer aboundantly taken, small villages wer destroyed, and greate tounes wer raunsomed, & so without hurt or damage, thcsaid sir Nicholas returned into Normandyi This mischance beyng declared to the Constable of Fraunce and the other capitaines, cut their combes and plucked doune their hartes, whiche were set on so mery a pynne, for the victory of Montarges, that they were in maner, like desperate persones, loth to attempte any farther enterprise against the Englishe nacion, saiyng: that God was turned Engtishe, and the deuill would not helpe Fraunce. THE duke of Alauson, whiche as you haue heard, was late deliuered out of En
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 143 required or necessitie copelled, they might fight in the ope feld. And in the mean season many Englishmen wer slain, and a greate ciaymor and a houge noye was hard through the toune, as is wont and accustomed to be in a toune, by treason sodainly surprised & taken: but what was the cause of the cry, or beginnyngof the noyse, fewe except the confederates, ether knewe or perceiued. For the remnaunt of the citezens beyng no partakers in this faccion, imagined that the Englishmen had made hauocke in the toune and put all to the sweard. The Englishemen on the othersyde, Judged that the citezens had begonne some new rebellion against theim, or els had striuen emongest theimselfes. The erle of Suffolke, whiche was gouernor of the toune, hearyng the clamor and noyse of the people, hauing perfect knowledge of such as escaped fro the walles, in what case the citee stode in, without any tariyng or psolongyng of tyme entered into the Castle which standeth at the gate of Sainct Vincent, wherof was Constable Thomas Gower esquier: whether also fled so many Englishemen, that the place was pestured, and there if they wer not rescued, likely to be famished : but surely they wer sore assauted and marueilously hurte, with the shot of the alablatters & crosse bowes, but they defended theimselfes so manfully, that their enemies gat small aduantage at their handes. But all their hardines had notserued, nor all their poliicy had not defended theim, if they had not priuely sent a messenger to the lorde Talbot, which then lay at Alanson, certefiyng hym in what case they stoode, for vitaHl had they none, municios tailed, and the Castle was almoste vndermined, so that yeldyng must folowe, and resistaunce could not. preuaile. The lorde Talbot hcryng these nevves, neither slept nor banquetted, but with all hast assembled together his valiaunt capitaines, whose names you haue before often times heard rehersed, to the nombre of vii. hundred men of warr, and in the euenyng departed from Alanson, and in the mornyng came to a castle called Gtiyerche twoo myles from Mauns, and from thence sent as an espial Matthew Gough, to espie the gouernaunce of the enemies, and if he might to sbewe to his countreymeu that he was at hade to be their aide & rescowes. Matthew Gough so well sped, that priuely in the night lie carne into the castle, where he knew how that the French men beyng lordos of the citee, and now castyngno perils nor iearyng any creature, began to waxe wanton and felle to riote, as though their enemies could do to them no damage :- thynkyng that the Englishemen whiche wer shut vp in the Castle, studied nothyng but how to escape and be deliuered. Whe Matthew Gough had knowen al the certaintie and had eaten a litle breade and dronke a cuppe of wine to comfort his stomacke, he priuely returned again, itnd within a mile of the citee met with the lorde Talbot and the Lorde Scales, and made open to theim al thyng ac-| cording to his credence, whiche to spede the matter, because the day approched, with al hast; possible came to the posterne gate, and alighted from their horses, and about sixe of the; clocke in the mornyng thei issued out of the castle criyng sainct George, Talbot. The French men which wer scace vp, and thought of nothyng lesse then of this sodain approchment, some rose out of their beddes in their shertes, and lepte ouer the walles, other ranne naked out of the gates for sauing of their lines, leuyng behynde theim all their apparcll, horsscs, armure and riches, none was hurt but suche, whiche ether resisted or would not yelde, whcrof some wer slain and cast in prisone. There were slain and taken foure hundred geilemen and the villaines frankely let go. After this inquisition was made of the authors of this vngracious coniuracion, and there were accused thirtie citezens, twenty priestes and fiftene Friers, which accordyngto their desertes were put in execution. If THE SIXT YERE. THE citee of Mauns thus beyng reduced into the Englishe mennes handes, the Lorde The.*;. Talbot departed to the toune of Alanson. After whiche marciall feat manly acheued, the ym erle of \Varwicke departed into Englande, to be gouernour of the young kyng, insteade of Thomas duke of Excester, late departed to God. In \yhose stede was sent into Fraunce,, the
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    THE. Vt YERE OF the lorde Thomas Mountacute erle of Salisbury with fiue thousande men, whiche landed at Caliceand so came to the Duke of Bedford in Paris. Where he consultyng with the Duke, of Bedforde, concernyng the aftaires of the realme of Fraunce: seyng all thynges prosperously succede on the Englishe part, began meruailously to phantesie the citee and countrey of Orliance, stadyng on the riuer of Loyre. But because the cite was wel fortified bolhe by the nature of the situation of the place, and by the ppllicie of man, he imagined it not the woorke of one daie, nor the study of one houre. Wherfore he remitted it to a farther deliberacio, yet he was the man at that tyme, by whose wit, strength and pollicio, jthe Englishe name was muche fearfull and terrible to the French nacion, whiche of hymself might both appoynt, commaunde and do all thynges, in maner at his pleasure, in whose power, (as it appeared after his1 deathe) a greate part of the conquest consisted and was estemed, because he was a man both painful and diligent, redy to withstand thynges perilous and imminent, and prompt in counsail, and with no labor be weried, nor yet his corage at any tyme abated or appalled, so that all men put no more trust in any one man* nor, no synguler person gat more the hartes of all men. After this greate enterprise, had long been debated and argued, in the priuie counsaill, the erle of Salisburies dcuise, (although it seined harde and straungc to all other, and to hym as it wer a thyng predestinate very easie) was graunted and allowed, which enterprise was the finall conclusion of his naturall destiny, as you shall shortely perceiue. Thus he replenished with good hope of victory, & furnished with artilery, and inunicions apperteinyng to so greate a siege, accompanied with the erle of Suffolke and the lorde Talbot, and with a valiaunt company, to the nombre of tenne thousande men, departed from Paris and passed through the countrey of Beause. He toke by assaute th'e toune of Yainuile, but the Frenchmen fled into the Castle, and there continued fiue dales, at the ende wherof they rendered themselfes symply: of thesaid nombre, some were put to death for certain causes, & some were taken to mercie. He tooke also the toune of Eawgency, sufferyng euery man, whiche would become vassaile and subiecte to the kyng of England, to enheritc their landes and enioy their goodes. The tounes •of Meun vpon Loyre & largenan, hearyng of these treatise, presented to hym the keyes of the toune, vpon like agrement & egall condicions. AFTER this in the moneth of September, he laied his siege on the one side of the water of Loyre, before whose commyng, the Bastarde of Orleaunce, and the bishop of the citec and a great nombre of Scottes, hearyng of therles intent, made diuerse fortificacions about the toune and destroyed the suburbes, in the which wer twelfe parishe churches and foure ordres of Friers. They cut also doune al the vines, trees-and bushes within fiue leages of the toune, so that the Englishmen should haue neither comfort, refuge nor succor. HERE must I a litle digresse, and declare to you, what was this bastard of Orleance, whiche was not onely now capitain of the citce, but also after, by Charles the sixt made erle of Dunoys, and in great authoritie in Fraunce, and extreme enemie to the Englishe n.icion, as by this story you shall apparauntly perceiue, of whose line and steme dyscend the Dukes of Longuile and the Marques of Rutylon. Lewes Duke of Orleance murthered in Paris, by Ihon duke of Burgoyne, as yon before haue harde, was owner of the Castle of Coney, on the Frontiers of Fraunce toward Arthoys, wherof he made Constable the lord of Cauny, a man not so wise as his wife was faire, and yet she was not so faire, but she was as well beloued of the duke of Orleance, as of her husband. Betwene the duke and her husbande (I cannot tell who was father) she conceiued a child, and brought furthe a pretye boye called Ihon, whiche child beyng of the age of one yere, the duke disceased and not long after the mother, and the Lorde of Cawiry ended their liues. The next of kynne to the lord Cavvny chalenged the enheritaunce, whiche was worth foure thousande ,crounes a yere, alledgyng that the boye was a bastard : and the kynred of the mothers side, for to saue her honesty, it plainly denied. In conclusion, this matter was in contencio before the Presidentes of the parliament of Paris, and there hang in controuersie till the child came to the age of eight yeres old. At whiche tyme it was demaunded of hym openly whose
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. whose sonne he wns: his fredes of his mothers side aduertised him to require a day, to be aduised of so great an answer, whiclie he asked, & to hym it was granted. In y meane season his said frendes persuaded him to claiine his inheritaunce, as sonne to the Lorde of Cawny, which was an honorable liuyng, and an aunciet patrhnony, affirming that if he said contrary, lie not only slaudered his mother, shamed himself, & stained his blond, hutalso should liaue no liuyng nor any thing to take to. The scholemaster thinkytig y his disciple had well learned his lesson, and would reherse it accordyng to his instruccio, brought hym before the ludges at the daie assigned, and when the question was repcted to hym again,- he baldly answered, my harte geueth me, £ my noble corage telleth me, that I am the sonne of the noble Duke of Orlcaunce, more glad to be his Bastarde, with a mcane liuyng, then the lawfujl sonne of that coward cuckolde Canny, with his foure thousande crounes. The Justices muche merueiled at his bolde answere, and his mothers cosyns detested him for shamyng of his mother, and his fathers supposed kinne reioysed ingainyng the patrimony and possessions. Charles duke of Orleance hcryng of this iudgement, toke hvm into! his family & £aue him great offices & fees, which he well deserued, for (duryng his' captiuitie) he defcded his lades, expulsed thenglishmen, & in conclusion procured his d^liueraunce. THIS coragious Bastard, after the siege had continued threwekes ful, issued out of the gate of the bridge, and fought with the Englishemen, but they receiued hym with so fierce and terrible strokes, that he was with all his company compelled.. to retire and flie backe into the citce: But the Englishemen folowed theim so faste, in killyng and takyng of their enemies, that they entrcd with them the Bulwarke of the bridge, whiche with a gi eate ton re, standing at thende of thesame, was taken incontinent by thenglishmen. In whiche conflict many Frenchemen were taken, but rno were slain, and the kepyng of the ton re and Bulwerke was comitted to William Glasdaleesquier. When he had gotten this Bulwarke, he was sure thi:t, by that waie neither man nor vitaill could passe or come. After that he made certayne Bulwarkes roiide about the citee, castyng. trenches betwene the one and the other, laiyng ordinaunce in euery part, where he saw that any battery might be deuised. When they within perceiued that they were enuiroried with fortresses and ordinance, they laied gonne against gonne, and fortefied toures against bulwarkes, and within made new rampires, andbuvldcd new mudwalles to auoyde crackes and breches, whiche might by violent shot sodainlv insue. They appoyntcd the Bastard of Orleance, and Stephin Veignold called the Heire, .to see the walles and watches kept, & the bishop sawey thinhabitates within the cite, wer put in good ordre, and that vitaill wer not wantonly consumed, nor vainly spent. IN the toure that was taken at the bridge ende, as you before- haue heard, there was a high chamber hauyng a grate full of barres of yron by the whiche a man might loke all the length of the bridge into the cite at which, grate many of the chief capitaines stode diuerse times, yieuyng the cite & deuisyng in what place it was best assautable. They within the citee perceiued well this totyng hole, and laied a pece of ordynaunce directly against the wyndowe. It so chaunced that the. lix. daie after the siege laied before the citee, therle of Salisbury, sir Thomas Gargraue and William Glasdale and diuerse other, went into thesaid toure and so into the high chabre, and loked out at the grate, and with in a short space, the sonne of the Master gonner, perceiued men lokyng out at the wyndowe, toke his matche, as his father had taught hym, whiche was gone doune to dinner, and fired the gonne, whiche brake & sheueredy yron barres of the grate, wherof one strake therle so strogly on the bed, that it stroke away one of his iyes and the side of his cheke. Sir Thomas Gargraue was likewise striken, so that he died within two daies. Therle was conueighed to Meurn vpon Loyre, where he laie beyng wounded, viij. daies, duryng whiche tyme, he receiued deuoutly the holy Sacramentes, and so commended liis soule to almighty God, whose body was cpnueyed into England, with allfunerall and pompe, and buried at Bissam by his progenitors, leuyng behind him, an onely daughter named Alice, maried to Richarde Neuell, sonne to liaufe erle of Westmorland, of whom hereafter shalbe made mention. Wrhat detriment, what damage, U what �
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    THE. VI. YERE OF what lossc succeded to the Englishe publique wealthe, by the sodain death of this valiaunt capitain, not long after his departure, manifestly apered. For high prosperitie, and groat glory of the Englishe nacion in the parties beyond the sea, began shortely to fall, and litle and litle to vanishe awaie: which thing although the Englishe people like a valiant & strong body, atthefirste tyme did not perceiue, yet after y they felt it grow like a pestilet humor, which succesciuely a litle and litle corrupteth all the membres, and destroyeth the bodf. For after the death of this noble man, fortune of warre began to change, and triumphant victory began to bedarckened. Although the death of therle were dolorous to]all Knglishme, yet surely it was moste dolorous to the duke of Bedford, regent of Fraunce, as he whiche had loste his right hand or lacked his weapon, when he should fight with his enemie. Jiut seyng that dedde men cannot with sorowe be called again, nor lamentacion fordedde bodies cannot remedy the chaunces of men liuyng: he (like a prudent gouernor & a pollitique patron) appointed the erle of Suffolke to be his leuetenunt, and captain of the siege, and ioyned with hym the lord Scales, the lorde Talbot, sir Ihon Fastolfe, and diuerse other valiaunt knightes and esquiers. These lordes caused bastiles to be made round about the citee, with the whiche they troubled their enemies and assauted the walles, and left nothyng vnattempted, whiche might be to theim, any aduantage, or hurtefull to their enemies. IN the time of lent vitaile and artillerie, began to waxe scant in the Englishe armie, wherfore therle of Suffolke appointed sir Ihon Fastolfe, sir Thomas Rampsto, and sir Philip Hal ~ with their retinewes, to ride to Paris to the lord Regent, to informe him of their scarcenes and necessitie. Whiche beyng therof informed, without any delaye or prolongyng, prouided vitaile, artillery and municions, necessary and conuenient for so greate an enterprise, and laded therwith many chariottes, cartes, and horsses, and for the surecoduite, and sauegard of the same, he appoynted sir Simon Morhier Prouos/of Paris, with the gard of the citee & diuerse of his awne housholdseruauntes, to accompany sir Ihon Fastolfe and his coplices, to the army liyng at the siege of Orleaunce. The whiche departed in good ordre, to the nombre of. v. hundred men of war, beside wagoners out of Paris, and came to Yaynuile in Beausse, aud in a mornyng early in a greate frost they departed, from the place toward die siege, and when they came to a toune called Ronuray, in the laiides of Beausse, they percciued their enemies comyng against them, to the nombre of. ix. or. x. M. Frenchemen & Scottes: the capitaines wherof was Charles of Cleremot, sonne to the duke of Burbon, then beyng prisoner in Englande, sir William Stewarde Constable of Scotlande, alitle before deliuered out of captiuitie, the erle of Perdriacke, the lord Ihon Vandosme, Vidane ofCharters, the Lorde of Touars, the lorde of Lohat, the lorde of Eglere, the Lorde of Beaniew, the Bastard Tremorle, and many other valiant capitaines. Wherfore sir Ihon Fastolfe and hiscqmpanions, set all their company in good ordre of battaill, and picked stakes before euery. Archer, to breke the force of the horsemen. At their backes they set all their wages and cariages, and within theim thei tied all their horsses, so that their enemies could nether assailsthem on the backeside, nor yet spoile them of their horsses, and in this maner they stode. still, abidyng the assaute of their aduersaries. The Frenchmen (by reason of their greats nombre) thinking the victory to be in their handes, egerly like Lions set on the Englishmen,, whiche with greate force, them receiued and manfully defended : for it stode theim vpon, consideryng the inequalitie of the nombre. And after long and cruell fight the Englishmen droue backe and vanquished the proude Frenchemen, and compelled theim to flie. In this conflict were slain, Lorde Willyam Stewarde Constable of Scotlande and his brother, the lorde Doruall, the lorde Delabret, the lorde Chasteanbrian, sir Ihon Basgot, and other Frenchmen & Scottes, to the nombre of. xxv. C. and aboue xj. hundred taken prisoners, although some French writers affirme the nombre lesse. AFTER this fortunate victory, sir Ihon Fastolfe and his company (of the whiche no man of any reputacion was either slain or taken,) came with all their cariages, vitaile, and prisoners, to, the siege before Orleance, where they wer Joyously receiued & welcomed of all the souldiors.
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 147 souldiors. This conflict (because the most part of the cariage was heryng & lenten stuffe,^ the Frenchmen call, the vnfortunate battail of herynges. THE Erie of Suffolke, beeyng thus vitailed, continued his siege, and cuery daic almoste, skirmished with his enemies, whiche being in dispaire of all succors, began to cornea emongest theimself, how they might rendre the toune, to their inoste hcnou re and profile. After muche reasoning, and long debatyng emongest the capitaines, and the magistrates of the toune, what way was best to be folowed: Some iffirmed it not onely to be shamefull and dishonorable, but also vnnaluralland vnreasonable, to yelde the toune to the Englishcmen, beyng neither frendes nor fauorers of the French nucion : other, fe.iryng the victory of the Englishmen, imagined, that if they by force possessed the citee, they would do to them as tyrantes be accustomed toserue, wilfulland obstinate people, and therefore they thought it a greate folye and a notable lightnes, not to beware the one, as to deny or refuse the other. But when they saw, that their glory must nedes decline to a shame & reproche, they thought to find a meane waye to saue themselfes, and their cite fro the captiuitie of thenenemies, and deuised to submit their citee theselfes, & al theirs vnder the obeysance of Phillip duke of Burgoyn because he was brought out of the stocke and bloud royall of the auncient hous of Fraunce: thinkyng by this meanes (as thei did in deede) to breke or minishe the greate amitie betwene the Englishemen & hym. AFTER this poynt concluded, they made open & sent to the duke all their deuises and intentes whiche certified the that he would gladly receiue their oflVe, so that the Regent of Fraunce would therto agre & cosent. And therupo dispatched certain ambassadors to the duke of Bedford, to whom these newes wer straunge and not very plesaunt, vpon whiche poynt, he assembled a great counsaill. Some thought that maner of yeldyng to be bothe l.onorable and profitable to the king of Englande, by reason wherof, so greate a citee, & so riche a countrey, should be brought out of the possessio of their enemies, into the hades of their trusty frendes, without farther cost or bloudshed. The Duke of Bedford & other, wer of a contrary opinion, thinkyng it bothe dishonorable and vnprolitable to the rea'me of England, to se a cite so long besieged at the costes & expenses of the kyng of England, & almoste brought to the poynt of yeldyng, to be yclded to any other fore prince or potestate, and not to hym or his Regent, the example wherof might prouoke other tounes heraftcr to do the same. This reason toke place, and the Regent answered the dukes ambassadors, that it was not honorable nor yet c5sonaunte to reason, that the kyng of Englande should beate the bushe and the duke of Burgoyn should haue the birdes: Wherfore sithe the right was his, the war was his, and the charge was his, he saied that y citie ought not to be voided to no other person, but to hym or to his vse and profile. By this litle chance, succedcd a great change in thenglishe affaires, for a double mischief of this answere rose and sprang out. For first the duke of Burgoyne, began to conceiue a certain priuye grudge against thenglishrnen for this cause: thynkyng the to enuy & beare malice against his glory and proiite, for the whiche in continuance of lime he became their enemy, and cleued to the French Kyngv Secondly, the Englibhcmen left the siege of Orleaunce, whiche by this treaty they might haue had to frend, or to haue continued neutre, till their Lord the duke of Orleaunce, or the erle of Angulosie his brother wer deliuered out of the captiuitie of the English people. But if men wer angels and forsaw ihyngesto come, ihey like beasles would nolronne to their confusion: but fortune which gideth die destiny of man, will lurne her whele as she listeth, whosoeuer sailh nay. WHILE this treaty of the Orleaunces was in hand, Charles the dolphin, daily studied and hourly labored, to plucke the fauor and hartes of the noL>i!itie of Fraunce, from the Englishe nacion, to the intent, that he might assemble a puyssance, sufficient to relefe his frendes, beyng shut vp in the citee of Orleauce. While he was studiyng and compassyng this matter there happened to hym, a straunge chaunce, of the whiche I will write a litle, because some of the Frenchc aucthours, and especially Ihon Bouchet, of it writeth to muche. U 2 FOR
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    148 THE. VI. YERE OF FOR as he and other saie, there came to hym beyng at Chynon a mayd of the age of. xx. yeres, and in mans apparell, named lone, borne in Burgoyne in a toune called Droymy beside Vancolour, which was a greate space a chamberleyn in acommen hosiery, and was a rampe of suclie boldnesse, that she would course horsses and ride theim to water, and do thynges, that other yong maidens, bothe abhorred & wer ashamed to do: yet as some say, whether it wer- because of her foule face, that no man would desire it, either she had made a vowe to liue chaste, she kept her maydcnhed, and presented her virginitic. She (as a monster was sent to the Dolphin, by sir Robert Baiulrencort captain of Vancolour, to who she declared, that she was sent fro God, bothe to aide themiserable citee of Orleaunce, and also to remit hym, to the possession of his realme, out of the whiehe,, he was ex pulsed and ouercomed: rehersyng to hym, visions, trauses, and tables, full of blasphemy, supersticio and hypocrisy, that I maruell much that wise men did beleue her, and lerned clarkes would write suche phantasies. What should I reherse, how they saie, she knewe and called hym her kyng, whom she neuer saw before. What should I speake how she had by reuelacion a swei'de, to her appoynted in the churchc of saincte Katheryn, of Fierboys in Torayne where she neuer had been. What should I write, how she declared suche priuy messages from God, our lady, and other sainctes, to the dolplr n, that she made the teres ronne doune fro his iyes. So was he deluded, so was he blynded, & so was he dcceiued by the deuils meanes which suffred her to begynne her race, and inconclusion rewarded her with a shameful fal. But in the meanc season suche credite was geuen to her, that she was honoured as asainct, of the religious, and beleued as one sent from God of the temporaltie, in so muche that she (armed at all poyntes) rode from Poytiers to Bloys, and ther found men of war vitail, and municjons, redy to be conueyed to Orleatice. The Englishmen perceiuyng that they within could not long continue, for faute of vitaile& ponder, kepte not their watche so diligently as they wer accustomed, nor scoured not the coutrcy enuironed, as thei before had ordained : which negligence, the citezens shut in perceiuyng, sent wordc thcrof to the Frenche capitaines, whiehe wi.li Puccl/e in the dedde tvmc of the niglit, and in a greate rayne and thundre, with all their vitaile and artilery entered into the citee. If thei were welcomed marueill not, for folkes in greate trouble, be ioyous of a litle comfort. And the nextdaie the Englishemen boldely assauted the tonne, promisyng to theim that best scaled the walles great rewardes. Then men mounted on ladders coragiousiv, and with gonnes, arrowes and pikes, bette their enemies from the wailes. THE Frenchemen, although they marueiled at the fierce fightyng of the English people, yet thei wer not amascd, but they defended them selfes to the darke night, on whiehe daie, no great priuate feate worthy of memory, was either attempted or doen. The Bastard of Orleaunce (seyng the puyssaunce of thenglishe nacion) began to feare the sequele of the matter: wherfore he sent worde to the duke of Alannson, aduertisyri£ hym in what case the tonne then stoode, and that it could not long continue without his hasty spede, and qiiicke diligence. Whiehe delaiyng no tymc nor deterryng no space came with all his army within two leagues of the citee, and sent woorde to tiie capitaines, that on the next inorowe they should be rccly to receiue theim. Whiehe thyng, the nexie daic they accomj>lished, for the Englishernen thought it to be muche to their auaile, if so greate a multitude entered into the citee, vexed with famyne & replenished with scarsenes. On the next daie in the mornyng, the Freuchemen altogether issued out of the toune, and assauted the fortresse or Bastile, called the Bastyle of sainct Lou re, the whiehe with great force and no litle losse they toke and set it on fire, and after assauted the ton re at the bridge ibote, which was manfully defended. But the Frenchemen beyng more in nombre, so fiersely assauted it, that they toke it or the LordeTalbot could come to succors: in the whiehe Willyam Gladdisdale the capitain was s-lain, and the Lorde Morlyns, and thelorde Pownynges also. THE Frenchemen puffed vp with this good lucke, seyng the strong fortres was vngotten, , whiehe was vnder the defence of the lorde Talbot, fetched a compasse abor;te, and in good ordre of battaile marched thether ward. The lord Talbot like a capitain, without fere or dred
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 149 dred of so great a multitude, issued out of his Bastile, and so fiersly fought with the Frenche— men, that they not'able to withstande his puyssaunce, fled (like bhcpj before the Wolffe) again into the citee, with greate losse of men and small artilerie: and of the Englishemen wer lost in the two Bastyles sixe hundred presones. Then the erle of Sufiblke, the Lorde Talbot, the Lorde Scales, and other capitaines, assembled together, where causes wer shewed, that it was bothe necessary and conueniente either to leue the siege for euer, or to deferre it till another tyme, more luckey & conuenient. And to the intent that thei should not seme either to flie or to be driuen from the siege by their enemies, they determined to leaue their fortresses and Bastyles, and to assemble in the plain feld and there to abydc all the daie, a,bi-c dyng the outcommyng and baltaile of their enemies. This conclusion taken, was accordyngly executed. The Frenchemen, weried with the last bickeryng, held in their heddes and durste not once appere: and so thei set fire in their lodgyngcs, and departed in good ordre of battail from Orleaunce. The next daie whiche was the. viij. daie of Maie, the Erie of Suftblke, ridyng to largeaux with. CCCC. Englishmen, and the lord Talbot with another copany returned to Meum which" tonne, after that he had fortified, he incontinent, assauted and wan the toune of Lauall and the Castle sore vexyng and punishyngthe tounes men, for their hard hartes, and cancard obstinacie: and leuyng there a garrison reculed to Meum. AFTER this siege thus broken vp to tell you, whattriumph.es wer made in the citee of Orlaaunce, what wood was spente in fiers, what wyne wasdronke in houses, what songes wer song in the stretes, what melody was made in Tauernes, what roundes were daunced, in large and brocle places, what iightes were set vp in the churches, what anthemes, wer song in Chapellcs, and what ioye was shewed in cuery place, it were, a long woorke and yet no necessary cause.- For they did as we in like case would haue dooen, and we being in like estate, would haue doen as they did. After that the Englishmen, wer thus retired from the siege of Orleaunce, and seuered themselfes in cliuer?e tonnes & fortresses, holdyng on their-" part: The duke of Alaunson, the Bastard of (Meat) nee, lone the puzell, the lorde of Gancort, & thuerse other Frenche men came before the toune of largeaux, where the ei le of Suffolke and his twoo brethren soiorned the. xij. .'daie of lune, and gaue to the toune a great and a terrible assaut, wliiche the Englishmen, (beyng but a handful! ) manfully defended on three paries of the same. Poyton of Sentrailes, perceiuyngone part of the toune to be vndefended, scaled the walles on that part: and without any diiuculte toke the toune, and -siewesir Alexander Pole brother to therle, and many other, to the nomlvre of two hundred: but they not muchegaynedj for they lost. iii. C. good men and more. Of thenglishmen wer -taken, xl. be: -ide his brother Iho. After this gain and good lucke, the Frenchcmen returnyng towarde Orleaunce, fell in contention and debate, for their captiucs and prisoners, and "Slewe them all, sauyngthe crle and his brother, «T THE SEUENTil Yi:RE. AFter the gaynyng of the toune of largeaux, the same array cam to Meuin, and tokc the iv.vi-:, toure at t!ie bridge, and put there in a garrison, and fro thence remoue-.l to Bangency. ye"Cj Whiche garrison, beyng not vitailed rendered the toune, so that they might departe with i'bagce and baggage, frankely and frely: whiche dc.sire to the was graunted. 'At this toune of Bangency, met with the duke of Alaunson, Arthur of Brilayna, the false .forsworne gentleman to the kyng ofEnglande newly made Constable of Fraunce (as you haue heard,) with whom was tiie lord Delabret with. xij. C. men : to whom daily repaired freshc aide out ofeuery paut, as the Erie of Vandosme, and other, to the nombre of. xx. or. xx'tij. M men. All these menofwarre, determined to go to Meum, and to take the toune, but they wer informed, that the Englishemen, had leftethe toune desolate, and wer returned to tiie lord Talbot to leneuile. Then thei concluded to passe towarde that toune. But, as they marched forwarde vpon a Sateidaie, thei had perfite knowledge, that the lorde Talbot with, v, thousand men, 4 was
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    -150 THE. VII. YERE OF Avas commyng to Meum. Wherfore, thei intendyng to stop hym a tyde, conueyed their .company to asm-all village called Patay, vvhiche way, they knewe that the Englishmen must nedes passe by. And first they appoynted their horsemen, whiche were well and richely furbished, to go before, and sodainly to set on the Englishemen, or they wer, either ware or setinordre. The Englishmen commyng forwarde, perceiued the horsemen, and, imaginyng to deceiue their enemies, commaunded the fotemen to enuirone & enclose theselfes about with their stakes, but the French horsmen came on so fiersly, that the archers had no leyser, to set themselfes in a raie. There was no remedy but to fight at aduenture. This battaill, cotinued by the space of thre long hou res. And although thenglishmen wer ouerpressed, with the noiubre of their aduersaries, yet thei neuer fledde backe one foote, till their capitain the lorde Ta loot, was sore wounded at the backe, and so taken. Then their hartes began to faint, & thei fled in whiche flight, ther wer slain aboue. xij. C. and taken, xl. wherof the lorde Talbot the lord Scales, the lord Hungerford, & sir Thomas Rampston, were the chief: howbeit diuerse archers whiche had shot all their arrowes, hauyng only their swerdes, defended theself, and with the help of some of the horsmen, ca safe to Meu. WHEN the fame was blowen abrode, that the Lorde Talbot was taken, all the Frenchmen not alitle reioysed, thinkyng surely, that now the rule of the Englishmen, should shortly assuage and waxe faint : for feare wherof, the tounes of leneuile, Meu, Fort, and diuerse other, returned from the Englishe part, and became Frenche, to the greate displeasure of the Regent. Fro this battaill, departed without any stroke striken, sir Ihon Fastoiffe, thesarne yere for his valiauntnes elected into the ordre of the Garter. For whiche cause the Duke of Bedford, in a great anger, toke from hym the image of sainct George, and his Garter, but afterward, by meane of frendes, and apparant causes of good excuse by hym alledged, he was restored to the order again, against the mynd of 'the lorde Talbot. " CHARLES, callyng hymsclf Frenche kyng, beyng aduertised of this victory, thought now, that al thynges succeded, accordyng to his opinion and good hope, whiche euer, was of that hie corage and haut mynd, that in his moste aduersitie, he neuer dispaired in good lucke at length: so that the Erie of Salisbury beyng dedde, and the lorde Talbot liuin
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 1.51 rescued within the tyme appoynted, brought the kayes to hym, and submitted theirnselfes to liis obeysaunce : likewise did all the citees and tounes adioynyng, geuyng thankes to almightie God, whiche hauyng compassion of their misery, had restored them to libertie and fre
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    153 THE. VII. YEREOF' mornyng, the Regent could scace refrain his people, from folowyng the Frenche army, callyng them, cowardes, dastardes, and loiites, and therfore, he perceiuing that by no mcanes, he could allure the new Frenche kyng to abide battaill, mistrustyng the Parisias, and gcuyng no great crciiite to their faire, swete and fiatteryng woordes, returned again to Paris, to assemble together a greater power, and so to prosecute his enemies. IN this season, the Bohemians, (whiche belike had espied the vsurped authorise of the bishop of Rome) began to rebell against-his sea, which, (as Eneas Siluius doth report wer; i'alle into certain sectes of heresie. Wherefore, Martyn the fifth bishop of Rome, wrote vnto them to abstain from warre, and to be reconciled by reason, from their damnable opinions. But they, (beyng persuaded to the contrary) neither gaue eare vnto "hym, nor yet obeyed his voyce. Wherfore the bishop of Rome, wrote to the princes of Germany, to iimade \ realmes of Beanie, as the denne of heretikes, and cane of deuilishe doctryne. Besyde this, he appoynted Henry bishop of Winchester, and Cardinall of. S, Eusebie, a ma very \vel borne, (as you haue hard) but no better borne then high stomacked, and yet ho higher stomacked, then abundantly enriched, to be his legate in this great iomey, and to bryng out men from the realme of Englande, into the countrey of Beame. And because tlie warre touched religion, he licenced the said Cardinall, to take the tenth part of euerv spirituall dignitie, benefice, and promocio. This matter, was declared in open Parliament in* Englande, and not dissented, but gladly assented to, wherfore the bishop gathered the money, and assembled foure thousand men and mo, not without great grudge of the people, uhiche daily were with tallages and aides weried, and sore burdened. And when men, mnnicions, and money wer ready for his hrght enterprise, he with ail his people came to the sea stronde at Douer, ready to passe ouer the sea into Flanders. liVT in the meane season, the Duke of Bedforde consideryng, how tonnes daily wer gotten, and countries hourely vvonnc in the realme of Fraunce, for lacke of sufficient defence and nombre of men of warre, wrote to his brother the duke of Gloucester, to releue him with aide, in that tcmpestious tyrne and troubelous season. When this letter was brought into Englande, the duke of Gloucester was not alitle amased, because he had no army redy to sende at that tyme : for by the reason of the Crewe, sent into Beame, he could not soclainly reyse a newe arrnye. But because the matter was of suche importaunce, and might neither be, fro day to day differred, nor yet long delaied, he wrote to the bishop of Winchester, to passe with all his army toward the duke of Bedford, whiche at that tyme had bothe ncde of men and assistance, consideryng that now, all stoocle vpon losse or gaine whiche thyng doen, and to his honor acheued, he might performe his iorney against the •vngracious Bohemians. Although the Cardinall was somewhat moued with (his countermauncle, yet least he should be noted, not to ayde the Regent of Fraunce, in so greate a cause and so necessary an entreprise, he bowed from his former iorney, and passed the sea with all his company, and brought them to his cosyn, to the citee of Paris. CHARLES the Frenche kyng, hauyng knowledge in the meane season by his espialls, which went round about the countrey, to intise and soliicitc tounes and citees, to returne from the Englishe part, and become Frenche, that the inhabitates of Champeigne and Beuauoys ought hym greate loue and synguler fauor, and gladly coueted to renounce the subieccion of England, and to be vnder his proteccion, and also offred to open him their gates, so that they should not therby, be in ieoperdy of their lifes and losse of their goodes, with all haste & diligece remoued towarde Champeigne. The duke of Bedford beyng aduertiscd of his progresse, and hauyng his armie augmented, with the new aide, whiche the cardinal had of late conducted, marched forward with great spede to encountre and «eue battaill, to his mortall enemy the Frenche kyng. When the duke was come to Senlys, the Frenchemeri wer lodged on the Mountpilioll, betwene Senlis and Champiegne. Euery army knew of other, and euery hoste might behold other. Then the capes wer trenched, and the 'battailes pitched, and the feldes ordered. Thus, these great armies lay two daies, nothyng
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 153 nothyng doyng but with skirmishes, in the whiche the Normans sore vexed the Frenchemen. Wherfore, the lorde Regent, gaue to them many high laudes and praisynges, and determined surely the next dale, to set on Uie French kyng in his cape, if he would not remoue out, and abide battaill. But while kyng Charles did politiquely consider, what a variable lady, Fortune was, and what a sodain and vnthought chauce of a small thyng, might 
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    1.54 THE. VIII. YERE OF his Master. Whiche kyng, although he muche reioysed, at the good successe, that Fortune had to hym sente, yet he was somwhat desperate, how to recouer his conntrey from the possession of the Englishemen, except he vnknitted the knotte and league, • bel wene the duke of Burgoyn and them. Wherfore, he sent his Chauncellor, & diuerse Ambassadors to the duke of Burgoyn, first, excusyng himself of the death & murder, of duke Ihon his father, & after, declaryng to him, that there could be nothing more foule, more dishonest, nor more detestable, then, for his awne peculiar cause, & pi iuate displeasure, to ioyne with his auncient enemies, and perpetual aduersaries, against his natiue countrey and natural! nation: not onely requiryng hym, of concord, peace, and arnitie, but also promisyng golden mountaines, and many more benefites, then at that tyme, he was either able or could performe. This message was not so secrete, nor the doyng so closely cloked, but the Duke of Bedford, therof was plainly informed. Whiche beyng sore troubled, and vnquieted in his mind, because he sawe the power of thenglisl.e nation, daily waxe lesse, he, of all thynges, first forseyng, if any losse should of necessitie chaunce, of those tounes and countreis, whiche his noble brother, kyng Henry the fifth had conquered, in the very countrey of Fraunce, for lacke of tuition or defence: yet for an ankerhold, he determined to kepe, possesse, and de' fende, the Dutchie of Normandy, the olde inheritaunce and aunciente patrimony, of the kynges of Englande, and fro 'them onely, by force and not by iustice, by violence and not by right, sithe the tyme of kyng Henry the t'hirde, (the deuilishe de-jii-ion then reignyng in the realmej wrongfully deteined, and injuriously vsurped. Wherfore, he diligently prouidyng, for thynges that might chaunce, appoynted gouernor of the citce of Paris, Lewes of Luxenberough, bishop of Turwine and Ely, beyng Chauncellor of Fraunce, for the kyng of England, a man of no lesse wit, then of birthc, leuyng with hym, a conuenient n ombre of Englishemen to defende bothe the citee and territory of Paris, & the isle of Fraiice. then beyng in the Englishmens possession and gouernaunce. THESE thynges thus oidered, he departed from Paris, into Normandy, and called at Roan a parliament, of 1 he t lire estates of the ducbie, in the whiche he declared vnto them, the great liberties, the mani.bide priueleges, the innumerable benefites, whiche they had receiued of the kynges of Englande, duryng the tyme, that they wer possessors and iordes of thesame duchie, not puttyng in obliuion, the mi.>ery, bondage, and calatnitie, whiche they had sustained, by the intollerable yoke and daily tributes, continually layed in their neckes like Asses, by the cruell and coueteous Frenchemen : and puttyng theim also in remetnbraunce, how the kynges of England, wer not only brought furth and disceded, of the Normans bloud £ progeny, but wer the very true & vndouhtfu'l heires, to thesame countrey and duchie, lineally succedyng & lawfully discendyng from Rollo the hardy, first duke and prince of the same dominion: Requiryng theim farther, to line in lone and amitie emongest theim self, to be true and obedient, to the kyng their soueraigne Lorde, and to kepe their othe and proaies, made and sworne to his noble brother, kyng Henry the. v. prorriisyng to them, Englishe libertie and priueleges royall. While the duke of Bedford was thus, intertainyng and encoragyng the Normans, Charles the new Frenche kyng, beyng of his depar ture aduertised, longyng and thrystyng for to obtain Paris, the chief citee & principal! place of resort, within the whole real me of Fraunce, departed from the toune of SenliS well accompanied, and came to the toune of sainct Denise, whiche he found desolate, and abandoned of all garrison, and goodgouernauce. Wherfore, without force arid small damage, he entered into the voyed toune, and lodged his armie at Monntmartyr, and Abberuilliers, riere adioynyng, and liyng to the citee of Paris. And from thence, sent, Ihon duke of Alatnisoh, and his sorceresse lone, (called the mayde, sent from (icd) in whom, his whole afh'au'nce then consisted, with thve rbousande light hor^men, to get again the citie of Paris, either by force, or by faire flatteryng, or reasonable trcatie, and after them, he without delaie or diferryng of tyme, with all his power,, came betwene Moutmartyr and Paris, and sodainly, approched the gate of sainct Ilonore, settyng vp ladders to the wailes, and castyng faggoltes into the cliches, as though, he would with a French bragge, sodainly haue gbtte the faire cite! ' "But thenglishe
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. )55 thenglishe capitaines, euery one kepyng his ward and place assigned, so manfully and fiersly with a noble forage, defended themselfes, their walles and toures, with the assistence of the Parisians, that thei rebutted and draue a«aie the Frenchmen, & threwe doune lone, their greate goddesse, into Hie botome of ilie toune ditchc, where she laie behynd the backe of an Asse, sore hurte,' till the tyine tliat she all filthy with mire and duvte, was drawen out, by Guyschard of Thienbrone, scruaunt to the duke of Alaunson. The Frenche Kyng, seyng the greate losse, that he had sustcined at tins assaut, and accompted his pretensed conquest, in raaner impossible, leuyng the dedde bodies behind hyra, and takyng with hyin, the wounded capitaincs, whiche wer of no small nombre, returned into Berry. But in .the uieane waie, tlie ciuzens of Laignie, became his subiectes, and made to hyin an othe, proinisyng to conlinewe from thence fnrth to hym, both true and obedient. THE Duke of Bedford, bevng in Normandy, and hearyng of this soclain attempt, lost no tyine, nor spared no trauaile, till lie came to Paris. Where he, not onely thanked the capitaines, and praised the cilezSs for their assured h'delitie and good will, towarde their kyng and souereigne lorde, but also extolled tlieir hardines, & manly doynges aboiie the Staires, and high elementes: promisyng to them, honor, fame, and greate aduauncemcntes. Whiche gentle exbortacion, so incbraged and inflamed the hartes of the Parisians, that they sware, promised, and cocluded, to be frendes euer to the kyng of Englande and his fi endes, and enemies alwaies to his foes anil adaersaries, ma kyng proclamation by this stile. Frendes to Kyng Henry, frendes to the Parisians, enemies to England, enemies to Paris. But if they spake it with their hartes, either for feare, that Charles the Frenche kyng, should not punishe them, if he once ohteired the suporioritie, ouer their citee, & toune, or that thei flattred thenglishmen, to put theiii.sclfes in credite with the chief capitaines, you shal plainly perceiue, by the sequele of their acies. SQNE after these doyngiis, came to Paris with a greate company, Phillip duke of Eurgoyn, whicl.e was of the Regent, and the. lady his wife, honorably receiued, and highly feasted. And after long coiiMiltacion had, for recoueryng of the tounes, lately by the Frenche kyng stollen and taken, it was agreed, that the duke of Bedford, should rayse an armie, for the recouery of Unsaid fortresses, and that the duke of Burgoyne, should be his deputie, and tary at Paris, for the defence of the same. After this greate businesse, thus concluded, and appoynted, rlie Duke of Bedforde hymself, without any greate resistannce, recouered again the toune of sainct Denise, and diuerse other Castles. And after that doen, he sent the Bastard of Clarence, to laye siege to the Castle of Toursie, beyng bothe by the naturall situacion, and mannes pollicie, very strong, and in manor vnahle to be beaten douue. The siege continued sixe monethes, but in conclusion, the capitain discomfited of al rcleue and succor, rcndfix-d the fortresse. the life of hyin and his souldiersonlysaucd. Whiche olfre was taken, & the castle raised, and cast doune to the grounde. During this siege, sir Thomas Kiriell knight, with foure hundred Englishemen, departed from Gourney in Normandy, and rode by Bea.ioys spoylyng, robbyng, and wastyng the countrey, to the suburbes of Cleremont. Wherof. hcaryng the Erie of thesame tonne, assembled all the men of warre, of the garrisons adioynyng, to fight with thenglishmen : and so the Frenchemen with all diligence set forward, & found their enemies in a straight place, pere vnto Beauois. The erle oi Cleremount seyng that he could not hurte theim, with his men of armes, by reason of the straight, cume doune on fote with all his company, and fiersly set on the Englishmen. The fight was fierse, and the aduamnage doubtful. But in conclusion, the archers shot so terriblie, that the Frenchmen, notatile to abide the smart, andgaulesof thearrmves, fled apjce, and the, Englishmen leuyng the straight, Icpedon horsebacke, and folowed the chase. In the whiche wer taken twuo hundred prisoners, and thriseas many slain. The Erie, by the suiftnesseof hishorsse, escaped his enemies, and came to the toune of Beauoys : and so s-ir Thomas Kiriell, with plentie of spoyle and prisoners, returned to Goruay, renderyng to GOD his hartie thankes, for tnat good chaunce and happie vittory. YET Fortune sent not this good lucke alone, for therle of Suffolk at thesame very season, X 2 besiegyng
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    156 THE. IX. YERE OF besiegyng the toune of Aumarle, wherof was capitain the lord Rambures, (after, xxiiii. great assautes geuen to the fortresse) had the toune and castle to hym symply rendered. Wherefore, he caused, xxx. of the tounes men, for their untruthe, to be hanged on the walles, and all jthe rest he raunsomed, and sent the capitain into Englande, where he remained sixe yeres "continually, £ after by excaunge was deliuered. After this, the erle fortefied the toune, with jnen, municions and vitaile, and so by a litle and litle, the Englishmen recouered again many "tounes, whiche before they had loste, without any greate losse of their people. Whiche thyng, the Frenchernen well consideryng irnagened by what means, how to get again the toune of Laual, whiche y lorcle Talbot (before as you haue heard) gat, by scalyng in a night. Wherfore, to possesse their desired prey, tluy with money, and gay promises, first corrupted a Miller, that kept a Mil adioynyng to the wall, so thafthe Miller, suffered the lorde llomet with thre hundred other, to passe, through bis Mill into the toune, in a very durke night. When they wer entered, they slewe the kepers of the gate, and let in the Lorde Rertrand de la Ferrier, with fiue hundred men of armes: whiche either slewe or toke prisoners, all thenglishemen within the toune. And shortly after, Sir Stephen de Vignoles called theHeire, toke by scaly ng, the toune of Lonuiers in Normridy, and did muche damage, to all the tounes adioynyng. 1 THE NYNTH YERE. The.;*. WHile these chaunces happened, betwene the Englishmen and Frenchemen, Phillip duke of Burgoyne, maried the Lady Isabel!, daughter to Ihon, kyng of Portyngall, and greate aunte to the kyng of Englande. In honor of whiche manage, he instituted and began an ordre of. xxxvi. knightes without reproche, called the ordre of the golden flece, and deuised statutes, mantels, collers, and Ceremonies for thesame, muche like to the ordinaunces, of the noble ordre of the Garter begonne in Englande, almoste an hundred yeres before the inuencion, of this fraternitie and frcdship. On the which wife, he begat, the hardy duke Charles, father to Marie, after maried to Maximilia. kyng of the Romans, as (when place requireth) shalbe hereafter to you declared. IN this very season, the Englishemcn in the colde moneth of Decembre, besieged the toune of Laigny, in the whiche was the Puzel and diuerse other good capitaines. But the weither was so cold, & the raine so greate and so continual!, that they, of force copelled, not by their enemies, but by intemperate season, reised their siege: and in their returne, the Puzell and all the garrison within the toune, issued out and fought with thenglishrnen, \\here, (after log fightyng) both parties departed without either great gain or losse. After this enterprise done, the duke of Burgoyne, accompanied with the erles of Arundell and Suffolke, and the lord Ihon of Luxenbrough, and with a great puissaunce, besieged the toune of Champeigne : whiche toune was well walled, manned, and vitailed, so that the besiegers, must either by assaut or long tariyng, wery or famishe them within the toune. So they cast trenches, and made moynes, "and studied al the waies that they could deuise, how to compasse their coquest and enterprise. And it happened in the night of the Ass&ncion of our lorde, that Pothon of Xentraxles, lone the Puzell, and fine or sixe hundred men of armes, issued out of Chapeigne, by the gate of the bridge towarde Mowntdedier, intendyng to set fire in the tentes and lodgynges of the lord of Baudo, which \vas then gone to Marigny, for the Duke of Burgoyns affaires. At whiche tyme, sir Ihon of Luxenborough, with eight other gentlemen (whiche had riden ahoute the toune to serche and vieue, in what place the toune might be most aptly and conueniently assauted or scaled) were come nere to the lodges of the lorde of Baudo, where they espied the Frenchmen, whiche began to cut doune tentes, ouerthrowe pauilions, and kil men in their beddes. Wherefore, shortely they assembled a great nombre of men, as well Englishe as Burgonions, and covagiously set on the Frenchmen. Sore was- the fight and greate was the slaughter, in so -such
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 157 much that the Frenchemen, not able lenger to indure, fled into the toune so faste, that one letted the other to entre. In vvhiche chace was taken, lone the Puzell, and diuerse other : whiche lone was sent to the duke of Bedford to Roan, wher, (after log examinacio) she was brent to ashes. This wytch or manly woman, (called the maide of GOD) the Frenchemeu greatly glorified and highly extolled, alledgyng that by her Orleauce was vitailed: by her, kyng Charles was sacred at Reynes, and that by her, the Englishmen wer often tymes put backe and ouerthrowen. O Lorde, what dispraise is this to the nobilitie of Fraunce: What blotteis this to the Frenche nacion: What more rebuke can be imputed to arenoumed region, then to affirme, write & confesse, that all notable victories, and honorable conquestes, which neither the kyng with his power, nor the nobilitie with their valiauntnesse, nor the counsaill with their wit, nor the comonaltie with their strenght, could compasse or obtain, were gotten and acbiued by a shephcrdes daughter, a chamberlein in an hostrie, and a beggers brat: whiche blindyng the wittes of the French nacion, by reuelacions, dreames & phantasticall visions, made the beleue thynges not to be supposed, and to gfcue faithe to thynges impossible. For surely, if credite may be geuen to the actes of_ the Clergie, openly done, and comonly shewed, this woman was not inspired with the holy ghost, nor sent from God, (as the Frenchmen beleue) but an enchfileresse, an orgayne of the deuill, sent from Sathan, to blind the people and bryng them in vnbelife : as by this ktter, sent fro the kyng of England, to the duke of Burgoyn, to you euidently shall appere. " MOSTE dere and welbeloued vncle, the feruentloue and great affection, whiche you (like a very catholique prince) beare to our Mother holy Churche, and to the aduancement of our faithe, doth bothe resonably admonishe, and frendly exhort vs, to signifie and write vnto you, suche thynges, which, to the honor of our Mother holy Churche, strengthenyng of our faith, and pluckyng vp by the rotes, of moste pestilent errors, haue been solemply done within our citee of Roan. It is commonly renoumed, and in euery place published, that the woman, commonly called the Puzell, hath by the space of twoo yercs and more, contrary to Goddes lawe, and the estate of womanhed, been clothed in a marines apparell, a thyng in the sight of God abhominable. And in this estate, caried ouer and conueyed, to the presence of our chief enemy and yours, to whom, & to the prelates, nobles, & commons of his parte she declared that she was sent from God, presumptuously makyng her vaunt, that she had communicacion personally, and visibly with sainct Michaell, and a greate multitude of Angels, and sainctes of heau^n, as sainct Katheryn, and sainct Margarete : by the whiche falshode and subtilitie, sue made diuerse to beleue, and trust in her faithe, promisyng to them great and notable victories, by the which meane, she did turne the hartes of many men and women, from the truthe and veritie, and conuerted them to lies and errors. Beside this, she vsurped a cote of annts, and displaid a standard, whiche thynges, be apperteinyng only to knightes and esquiers: and of a greate outrage, and more pride and presumpcio, she demaunded to beare the noble and excellent Armes of Fraunce, whiche she in part obteined, the whiche she bare in many skirmishes and assautes, and her brethre also (as men report) that is to say: the feld azure, a swerd, the poynt vpward in pale siluer, set betwene two flower deluces, firmed with a croune of gold. And in this estate, she cam into the feld, & guided men of war, and gathred copanies, & assebled hostes to exercise vnnatural cruelties, in sheding of christen bloud, & stirring sedicions, and commocions emongest the people, inducing them, to periurie, rebellion, supersticio and false error, in disturbyng of peace and quietnes, and renewyog of mortal warre. Beside this, causyng herself to be honored and worshipped of many, as a woman sanctified, and dampnably opcnyng, diuerse imagined cases long to reherse,. in diuerse places well knowen and apparantly proued. Wherby, almoste al Christendom is slaundered. But the diuine pui-baunce, hauyng compassion vpon his true people, and willyng no lenger to leaue them in peiil, nor suffre the to abyde still in waics daungerous, and newe cruelties, hath lightly permitted, of his greate mercieand clemency, thesaied
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    158 THE. IX. YERE OF tliesaied-puzell to be taken in your host and siege, whiche you kept for ys before Champeigne, and byyouregood mta;ie, deliuered into o-ir obeysaunce and dominion. And because we were required, by the bishoppe of tlie Diocese, where she was take, (because t>he was noted, suspected, and defamed to be a traitor to almightie God) to deliuer to hym as to her ordinary and Ecclesiasticall lodge: We, for the reuerence of oure Mother holy Churche, (whose ordinaunces we will preferre, as oure owne dedes and willes, as reason it is) and also for the aduauncement of Christen faithe, baylcd thesaied lone to hym, to the intent that he should make processe against her: not willyng any vengeaunce or punishmete to be shewed to her, by any officers of our secular iustices, which they might haue • lawfully and resonable done, cbnsideryng the greate hurtes, damages, and incbueniences, .the horrible murders, and detestable cruelties, & other innumerable mischiefe-s whiche she hath committed in our territories, against our people, and obedtet subiectes. '1 he whiche bishop, takyng.iri company to hym, the Vicar and inquisitor of errors, and hcrisies, and callyng to them, a great and notable nombre of solempnc doctors, and masters in diuinitie, and lawe Canon, began by great solempnitie, and granitic, accordyngly, to procede in the cause of the saied lone. And after that, thesaid bishop and inquisitor, judges in this "* cause, had at diuers daies ministered, certain interrogatories to the said lone, and had caused the confessions £ assercions of her, truly to be examined by thesaid doctors and masters, and in conc!u.cio'generailv, by all the faculties of our dere and weibeloued daugtiter the Vniuersity of Paris. Against whom, (the confessions and assercios, maturely and deliberatly considered) the ludges, Doctors, & all other the parties aforesaied, adiudged thesame lone, a supersticious sorceresse, and a diabolical blasphemeresse of God, and of his sainctes: and a persone scismatike and erronious, in- the lawe of lesu Christe. And for to reduce and bryng her again, to the communion and company, of oure Mother holy Churche, and to purge, her of her horrible, and pernicious crimes and offences, and to saue and preserue her soule, from perpetual! payne1 and dampnacibn, she was moste charitably and fauorably admonished and aduised, to put away and abhor, all her errors and erromrus doynges, and to returne humbly to the right way, and come to the very vcritie of a Christen creature, or els to put her soule and body in great perell and ieoperdie. But all tuis notwithataudyng, the perelous and inflamed spirit ot pride, and of outragious presumpcio, the whiche continually tnlbrceth hymself, t:> brekc- and d'ssolue the vnitye of Christen obedience, so clasped in his clawes, the harte of this woman lone, that she, neither by any ghostly exhortation, holy adinonicion, or any oilier wholsome doctrine, whiche might to her bee shewed, would molhfie her hard harte, or bryng her to hmiiilitie But she aduauncec! and auowed, that all thynges by her do: e, wer well done: yea, and done by the commaundeiuentes of GOD, and the sainctes before rehersed, plainly to herapperyng: Kefcrryng the. Judgement of her cause, o-.ely to God, and to no indge o"r counsaill, of the rjimche militant. Wherefore, the ludges I-cclcsi «st:call, perceiuyng her hard harte, so long to continue, caused her to be brought !unh, in a common auditorie, before the Clergie and people, in a great multitude, there, for that purpose assembled. In which pre;.nce wer opened, manifested, & declared, solemnly, openly, and truly, by a master in tie, ot notable learnyng and vcrtuous life to the aduaunx-ement of the catholike faithe extirpyng of errors and false opinions, all her confessions and assercions, charitably jomshyng, and persuadyng her to returne, to the vnion and feloship ofChristcs ( hurche and to correct and amend, the fames and offences, in the whiche she was so obstinate and le. And accordy g to the lane, the Indies aioresaied, beganne to procede and proInZ !-id ofcf T St ntenCe> ^ ,that CMe °f ^ht «!'!)«>. eining. Yet, before the uc ,1 fuUj declared the sentence, she began somewhat to abate her corage, and saied ha she would teconc,le her self, to our Mother the holy Churche, bothe gladly and wyljyngly. Judges and other Ecclesiasiicall personcs. genteiy receiued he? offer, hopynfl meane, that bothe her body and soule, wer gotte again out of eternal losse and per" so, .sue .submitted her self,, to the ordinaunce of the holy Churche, and with . ^ her
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 159 her m'outhe, openly reuokedj her erroros and detestable crimes: and thesame, abiured Openly, signyng with her hande, thesaiedabiuracion, and reuocacion. Wherevpon, oure Mother the holy Churche, beeyng pitit'ull and mercifull, glad and reioysyng of a synner, that will conuerte, willyng the strayed shepe to returne again to his folde and flocke, coridepned thesaid lone onely to doo open penaunce. But the fire of her pride, whiche was in her harte, sodainly brast out into hurtfull flames, blowen out by the belowes of enuie: and incontinent after, she tooke again, all her errors and false opinions, by her before, adiured '! and reuoked, for whiche causes, accordyng to the iudgementes and instituciona of holy church, to the intent that she, hereafter should not defile, any other membre of the flocke, of our Lorde Jesus Christe: was again exhorted, and preached to openly. And because she still was obstinate, in her trespaces and villanous offences, she was dcliuered to the secular power, the which codempncd her to be brent, ami- cosumed her in the fire. And when she saw that the fatall daie of her obstinacie was come, she opely confessed, that the spirites, whiche to her often did appere, were euill and false, and apparant Hers, and that their promes, which they had made, to deliucr her out of captiuitie, was false and vntrue: affirmyng her self, by those spirites to bee often beguiled, bhnded, and mocked. And so oeyng in good mynde, she was by the Justices caried to the okle market, within the citee of Roan, and there by the fire, consumed to asshes, in the si^ht of all the people. TIMS letter, tbekyng of Englande, sente not onely to the Duke of Burgoyne, and other Princes, to declare the veritie of the matter, and the administracion of Justice, but to adrnonishe all rude and ignorant persones, in all other countries, to refraine, from the credite and belefe1 of the saiynges, of suche prophane prophesies, and craf'tie imageners, as this peuishe painted Puzel was. Yet notwithstandyng, this lawful processe, this due examinacion and publike sentence, Iho Buchet, and diuerse Frenche writers aflirme her to be a saincte in heauen. But because, it is no poynt of our faith, no man is bound to bekue his Judgement, although he were an Archedeken. But Paulus Emilius, a famous writer, rehersyng that the citezens of Orleaunce, had buylded in the honor of her, an Image or an Idole, saith, y Pius bishop of Rome, and Anthony bishop of Florence, muche mertieiled and greately wondered at her actes and doynges. With whiche saiyng, I can very well a^ree, that she was more to be marueiled at, as a false prophetisse, and seducer of the people i then to be honored or worshipped as a sainct sent from God into the realme of Fraunce. For of this I am sure, that all auncient writers, aswell deuinc, as prophane, alledge these three thynges, beside diuerse other, to apparteine to a good woman. First, shamefastnesse, Thre Pr°whiche the Romain Ladies so kept, that seldome or neuer thei wer seen openly talkyng with imperuymf a man: which vertue, at this day emongest theTurke?, is highly esteemed. The seconde, is to a loodpitie: whiche in a womans harte, abhorreth the spillyng of the bloud of a poore beast, or a ™ sely birde. The third, is womanly behauor, aduoydyng tlie occasion of euill judgement, and cause* of slaundre. If these qualities, be of necessitie, incident to a good woman, where was her shamefastnes, when she daily and nightly, was conueisant with comen souldiors, and. men of warre, emongest whom, is small honcstie, lesse vertue, and shamefastnesse, least of all exercised or vsed? Where was her womanly pitie, whe she taking to her, the harte of a c'ruell beaste, slewe, man, woman, and childe, where she might haue the vpper hand? Where was her womanly behauor, when she cladde her self in a man ties clothyng, and was cou'ersant with euery losell, geuyng occasion to all men to Judge, and speake euill of, her, and her doynges. Then these thynges, bcyng thus plainly true, all men must nedes confesse' that the cause ceasyng, the effect also ceastth: so y, if these morall venues lackyng, she was no' good worm, then it must nedes, consequently folowe, that she was no sainct. ^ NOVV leuyng this woman, consumed to asshes, lette vs returrle agayne to the siege of Com;-eign.-, whiche still continewed. Duryng whiche tyme, the Regent sente to the Duke of Burgoxne, l:yng at the siege the erle of Huntingdon, i-ir Ihon Robsert. with a thousande Archers, whiche daily skirmished, with theiiri of the toune, and made guche Bastiles and fortresses, that' the toune must nedes' 'be rendered, or els they within, fa �
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    ]60 THE. X. YERE OF wished. But se the chaunce, when victory was at had Tidynges wer brought to the duke of Bur«ovn, that Phillip duke of Brabantc, was departed out of this worlde, leuyng behvnde hvm, no heire of his'bodie: To whom thesaieci duke pretended to be next heire. •Wlierforc," he takyng with hym, his best capitaines, for the recouery of so greate a duchy, departed from the siege, leuyng his poore people behynd hym, and ordemed in his place, for his leuetcnaunt, sir Ihon'Luxen borough, whiche beyng of small strength and lesse corage, after the dukes departyng, aduised the Englishmen, to depan for that tyme, tyll the nextsotnmer: whiche therto at the first, would in nowise agree. But there was no remedy. for he was capitain general!, and had the ordynaunce vnder his rule, so that without that, thei could nothyngdoo: Wherfore in greate displeasure, they returned into Noirnandy, After whose departure, the captain set fire in all the hastiles, and secretly departed, leyng behynde him, diuerse peces of ordynaunce, for lacke of cariage. With which returne, the dukes of Bedford and. Burgoyn, wer sore displeased : for if he had continued his siege, eight daies lenger, the toune had been rendered, without dent of swerd. For pestilence and faroyne, had almoste consumed all the souldiors, and left the toune, with out safeguard or defence. AFTER this siege broken vp, Ihon duke of NorfFolke, toke again the tounes of Dapmartyn, and the Chasse Mongay, and diuerse other tounes. And therle of Stafford, toke the toune of Brie, in Countie Robert, and from thence, foraged al the countrey to Sens, and after toke Quesnoy in Brie, Grand Puys, and Rarnpellon, with many prisoners as sir laques de Milly, and sir Ihon de la Hay. Duryng whiche tyme the Frenchmen toke Louiers, & Villuense. And then the toune of Melune rebelled, and had suche ayd<>, of other tounes adioynyng, that the Englishe souldiors, wer fayne to leaue Melune, Morret and Corbell. Thus accordyng to the chaunce of war, the one part gat, and the other lost. Thus the Englishe affaires (as yon haue hard) within the realme began to wauer, and waxe variable, whiche caused the Englishe capitaines, to be of diuerse opinions. For one part, beyng sory and pensiue, adiudged the thynges present, light and of no moment, in comparison of them whiche they sa\ve likely to folowe: and another sort, adiudged that present time, to be moste ieoperdus, and moste repleted with perils: Because they sawe, the power of their enemies, now increa*.«d, and their owne stregth rather dccaied, then coserued. And so euery man studiyng on 'fliis businesse, aduised secretly with hymself, what counsaill was best to be taken, and what waie was best to be folowed, to remedy these thynges, thus waueryng, in a doubtful balance. And then it was concluded, that it was moste apteand mete, for tl>e tyme presente, that kyng Henry in his royall person, with a newe army, should come doune into Fran nee, partly to comfort and visite his awne subiectes thcr: partly, either by feare or fauor, (because a childe, of his age and heautie, dooth commonly allure to hym, the hartes of elder persones,) to cause the Frenchetnen to continue, in their due obeysaunce towarde hym. Wherfore, after a great hoste, conuenient for that purpose, assembled, and money for the maintenance of thewarre, redy gathered, and the realme sette in an ordre, and the Duke of Gloucester, appoynted gouernor (winch duryng the kynges absence, appeased diuerse riottes, and punished many offenders,) the kyng with a great power, tooke shipping at Douer, and landed at Calice, and there taried a good space; and from thence he remoucd to Roan, where, with al triumphe, he was receiued, and there soiorned, till the rniddest of August, his nobles daily consultyng, on their greate busines, and waightie affaires. U THE TENTH YERE. > nce i'enice, to the intent to make his entrie, into the citee of Paris, and there to be sacred kyn* 'ruror l° receiue« the scePtre andCroune of the realme and countrey 'ruror 1 HLKL were in his company, of his owne nacio, his vncle the- Cardinall of Winchester, the Cardinal] and Archebishoppe of Yorke, the dukes of Bedforde, Yorke, and Norffolke, the 1  �
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 161 Erles of Warwicke, Salisbury, Oxford, Huntyngdon, Ormond, Mortayn, Suffolke, and of Thccoronas~< i *-i i f T -i i -m «• > T • i 11  *- /• -ri i i f, cionofkvne Gascoynes, the Lne of Long'iilc, and Marche, beside many noble men of England, Guyan, Henry the and Normandy. And the chief of the Frenche nacion, wer- the dukes of Burgoyn, and lvUn l>arijLewes of Luxenbrough Cardinal! and Chauncellor of Fraunce for kyng Henry, the bishops ofBeauoysand Neyon, bothe peres of France, beside the bishOpp of Paris, and diuerse other bishoppes, therle of Vaudeniont, & other noble men whose names were very tedious to you to here rehersed. And he had in a gard, aboute his person, thre thousand strong archers, some on horsebacke, and parte on fote. And as he was commyng, betwene sainct Denice and Paris, he was met at the Ciiapell, in the meane waie, by Sir Simon Moruer prouost of Paris, with agreate company, all clothed in redde Satin, with blewe whoddes, vvhiche did to hym, due reuerence and lowe obeysaunce. After whom, came diuerse -riche and notable burgesses, of the toune of Paris, all appareled in Crimosyne clothe. -Alter they haddoen their reuerence, there approched to the kyng, the. ix. worthiesjsittyng richely on horsebacke, armed with the armes to them apperteinyng. Next after them, came the knight of the watch, for the prouost Marchauntes, and with him all the officers of the court, appareled iu blewe, and hattes redde. And in a long space after, came Master Phillip de Noruillier, chief president of the Parliament, appareled in a. robe of estate : and all the other presidentes of the parliament, clothed in robes of scarlet, and in like robes fulowed. the ^ Lordes of the Chamber of accornptes, and of the finaunce, the Masters of the Requestes, the secretaries, and Regesters, and eucry copany, as their course came, saluted the kyng, with eloquent oracions, and heroicall verses, and so conueyed hym to the gate of saincte Denice, where the prouoste, of the Marchauntes, and the Shrefes of the toune, receiued hym with a Canapie of blewe veluet, richely embraudred, withflower of delices gold, and barethesame ouer hym, through the toune, whiche on euery side, was hanged with jiche clothes of Arras and Tapistrie. And at euery porte and bridge where .he passed was set a pageaunt, of greate shewe and small coste, whiche, because they wer but trifles, I ouer passe, and spekc but of one deuise, made before the gate of the Chastelet, wherevppn a stage stode, a goodly childe clothed with habite royall, set full of flower delices, hauyng two Crounes on his hed, representyng the yong kyng, and on his right hande, stode twoo noble personages, in the arrne&of Burgoyne and Flaunders: and on thelefte side of hym, stoode three personages, clothcd:in the armes, of Bedforde, Salisbury, and Warwicke, whiche to hym delinered, the swerde of Englande. This pagiaunt was well regarded, and highly praised. From thence he departed to the palace, and offered in the Ciiapell, and from thence he departed, to the hous of Tournelles, and there toke his repast. And after dinner Isabel, late wife to kyng Charles, his grandfather, long before disceased. And the next daie he was conueighed, to Boys de Vyncennes, where, he reposed hymself,till th«. xv. day of Decebre : on which daie, he returned to the palaice of Paris. And on the. xvij. of thesaied moneth, he departed from the place, in greate triumphe, honorably accompanied, to our Lady church of Paris: where with al solempnitie, he was anoynted and crouned kyng of Fraunce, by the Cardinal of Winchester: (the bishop of Paris, not beyng content, that the Cardinal should do suche a high Ceremony, in his Churche and iurisdiccion.) At the offeryng, he offred breade and wine, as the custome of France is. When the deuine seruise was finished, and all Ceremonies due, to that high estate were accoplished, the kyng departed toward the palaice, hauyng one croune on his hed, and another borne before hym, and one scepter in his hand, & the second borne before hym. What should I speake, of the honorable seruice, the daintie dishes, the pleasant conceiptes, the costly wines, the swete Armony, the Musical instrumentes, vvhiche wer :sene and shewed at that feast, sith all men maie coniecture, that nothyng was omitted, that might be bought for golde, nor nothyng was forgotten, that by mannes witte could .be inuented. Yet this high and ioyous feast, was not without a spotte of displeasure, for;tVte Cardinal! of Wynchester, whiche at this tyme, would haue no man to hym egall, commaunded the duke of Bedforde, to leue of the name of Regent, duryng the tyme that the kyng was in Fraunce: affirmyng the chief ruler beyng in prcEceej the authorise of the subY stiiute,
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    162 THE. X. YERE OF stitute, was clerelj"dferogate : accordyng to the comon saiyng, in the presence of the high power, the smal authoritie geueth place. The duke of Bedford, toke suche a secret displeasure with this dooyng, that he neuer after fauored the Cardmall, but repugned and disdained at al thynges that he did or deuised. And so because the Cardinal! would haue no temporall Lorde, either to hym superior, or with hym egall, he set furth this proude and arrogant conclusion, thorowe whiche vnhappie deuision, the glory of thenghshemen within the realme of Fraunce, began first to decaye, and vade awaie in Fraunce. THE next daie after this solernpne feast, wer kept triumphant lustes and Turneis, in the whiche, Erie of Arundell, and the Bastard of Sent Polle by the Judgement of the Ladies, wan the price and gat the honor. When he had kepte open hous to all comers, by the space of. xx. daies, because the ayre of Paris, was somwhat contrariaunt to his pure complexion, he was aduised by his counsaill, to returne to Roan. But before his departure, he caused al the nobilitie, the presidelz of the parliament, the prouostes of the citee and of the Marctiauntes, and the chief burgesses of the toune and citee, and al the doctors of the vniuersitie, to be assembled iu his presence : to whom the duke of Bedford said in this maner. IT is not vnknowen to you all my lordes, aswell spirituall as temporall, how this noble region and famous countrey, of antiquitie called Gaule, and now Fraunce, sith the tyrae of Charles surnamed the Greate, beyng bothe Emperor of Rome, and kyng of this realme, hath bee» accompted, reputed, and renoumed, the moste christen region, and famous seigniory, within the circle of al christendo, yea, and within the whole part of Europe, and not vndeseruyngly, for. iij. causes. First, for your sincere faithe and obedient loue, toward your sauidr and redemer lesu Christ. The second, for obseruyngyour fidelitie & due obeysauce, to your kynge* and soueraigne Lordes. Thirdly, for kepyng and performing your promises and agrementes> aswell by woorde as by wrytyng: from the whiche no Pagane, nor honest Christian will or should disagree. This famous renoume and immaculate honor, so long coivtiaewyng without reproche or blotte: I thinke, yea, and doubt not, but you will to the death, kepe, defend, and obserue, as your noble parentes and auncient progenitors, before you (to their ineffable praise) haue vsed and accustomed. Wherfore, sith it is not vnknowen to all you, that the noble and vertuous prince, kyng Henry the fifth, my moste derest and welbeloued brother, was the very true inheritor, and the vndoubtfull successor to the croune of this realme of Fraiice, as cosin and heire to Lady Isahell, daughter and sole inheritrice, to kyng Phillippe the Faire. For the recouery of whiche right and title, what pain he tooke, and what charge he was at, 1 well knowe, and some of you haue felte, as a greate scourge to your nacion, onely prouided by God, to afflicte and punishe them: whiche will withhold & vsurpe, other mennes rightes, possessions, and inheritaunce. But God oure sauior and redemer, (whiche wil not suffre his people, intendyng to conuert, to be dampned for euer, but gently calleth them to mercy and saluacion) of his greate good nes & gentlenes, willed the holy ghost to shed and poure into the hart of the noble prince, kyng Charles, your late welbeloued and most drad souereigne lord, the knowledge of the lawfull line, and of the true pathe of the inheritaunce, of the croune & scepter of this realme. Which vertuous man, hauyng neither an harte hardened in his awne opinion, nor a mynd ambicious of Empire (as many tyrauntes, and couetouse princes, before this daie haue had, vsed, and accustomed) for aduoydyng farther effusion of christen bloud, and for the saluacion of his soule, without battaill, or stroke of weapon, was content (vpon an honorable coposicion) to restore the awful mheritauee to the true heire and to rendre his title to the right lignage, & vndoubted Jyne. v hiche treatie and finall composicion, was nether wantonly ouerlooked, nor vn&18teheynZSene; *°r al 
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. IC3 diction, agreed, and affirmed thesame. By whiche composicion, (as the mirror and plain shewe and token of kyng Henries right) he was by the three estates, assigned, and allowed, as heire apparant to thesaid kyng Charles, lately deceassed. But cruell death seperatyng his body from his soule, long before the expectacion of his people, suffered him not to possede and enioye the title and regalitie of this his due inheritaunce, and succession royall. Yet, God willyng not the stocke, of so noble, so famous, and so vertuous a prince, to remayne bareyn without buclde or flower, hath sent to hym, and fro hym to you a florishing child, a goodly prince of bothe the noble houses, of England & Fraunce indifferently discended: as who would saie, that by nature, he is neither perfect Englishe, nor perfect Frenche, but a man indifferent, called an Englishe Frencheman, and a Frencha Englishman. Whiche noble prince, and your soueraigne Lorde, you may with glad hartes, and louyng countenaunces, se, heare, and behold. And as for his honorable behauor, & princely maiestie: fewe princes of full & ripe age, be to hym comparable, or equipollent. As for his beautie and other giftes of nature, scace Absalon can He to hym assembled. But hauyng respect to the vertuous disposition the Godly mynd, and sincere conscience, of so noble a child and princely infant, I surely thinke, and perfectly beleue, that he is aboue all other, the blasyng Starre, and the vnmatched Paragon. This precious stone and noble luell, is not onely come out of his naturall conntrey, and norishyng Region, to receiue the Croune and possession, of this his realme and dominion, but also, (fike a good shepherde) to vieue, se, and knowe you, as his welbelor.ed flocke, and moste desired subiectes: and you likewise,. (as louyng and obediet vassals) to behold, and knowe your soueraigne lord and prince, to the intent, that as you, aboue all other nacions, aswel christen as Ethenicke, haue serued, loued, and obeyed, your rulers and Kynges, before these daies: so he now doubteth not but to find you as louyng to hym, as the Turtle to her make, as sure to hym as the Adamant to the stele, and as permanent in his obedience, as the hard mountayne of Olympe, which, neither craft nor engyne can either consume, or remoue. And all mistrust of your ingratitude, is clerely banished from his harte : consideryng, that he knoweth, that you daily heare it preched, that you should feare God, and honor your kyng, and that he, which is in stubburnesse and obstinacie toward his prince, is disobedient towarde God. For the Prince in yearth, is the \ Vicar of GOD, and hedde and shepherde of Christes flocke: to who bothe spiritual! persones \ and temporal, be subiectes, and inferiors in al causes of rule & gouernaunce. And although ^ some persones within this realme, seduced more by phantastical error, then obstinate arrogancy, haue take part, and entered into amitie with Charles de Valoys, vntruly callyng himself the French kyng: yet the verie true and vndoubtful prince, and our souereigne Lorde, here bcyng present, is resolned and content, to remit and pardon their offences and crimes, so that they within twelfe daies, returne to the true folde, and forsake the infected flocke, and sedious company. Wherefore, his request is at this tyme, that you, for the fidelitie, whiche you haue euer borne to hym, and for the loue, that he hath, and styll intendeth to beare to you, will vouchesafe hereafter without letlyng of tyuie diligetly study and busely take pain, bothe to kepe his louyng subiectes in good oidre, and due obeysaunce towarde hym, and also tose theim liue in mutuall amitie and brwtherly concord, betwene theim selfes: not forgettyng, that the olde proueibe, whiche saieth: inward discord, bryngeth realmes to ruyne. Which honorable requestes, if you accoplishe and performe, (as of your very bounden duety, you bel)ound in deede) you shall deserue so umche fauor, of your kyng and soueraigne Lorde, that to all your honest requestes, his eares shalbe open, & to al your reasonable desires, his mouth shall not be stopped. And thus he wisshethyou, health in bodies, increace in your substau nee, and to your soules, ioye and felicitie without ende perpetually. WHEN the duke had finished and ended this his oracion, the people beyng glad and reioysyng at his saiynges, cried: Hue kyng Henry, liue Kyng Henry. After which crie passed, the noble men, aswell of Fraunce and Normandy, did to hym homage, find the common people, sware to hym feaultie: to whom, (although he were a child) he gaue botb ple^saunt Y 2 and
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    THE. X. YERE OF ami faire wordes, withjiartie thankes, and many gratificacions, to the great admiracion of the Frenche people. AFTER he had feasted, the nobles and commons of Fraunce within the citee of Paris, he with a great company, departed from thence, and by small iorneis came to Roan, where he celebrated with great solempnitie, the high feast of Christmas. While these -noble Ceremonies wer thus in doyng, in the citee of Paris, sondery chauces, diuersely hapned in seueral places, to the displeasure of the one part, and to the gain of the other. For sir Frances Surrien Arragnoys, a noble capitain in Normandy, toke by force and pollicie, the touneof MoMntarges, with a greate prey of treasure and prisoners, and therein he put a garrison* and vitailed the toune, to the greate displeasure of the Frenche Kyng. Aboute thesame season, the Erie of Arundell, beyng truly informed, that the lorde Bousac, Marshall of Fraunce, was come to Beauoys, intending to do some feate in Normady, assembled the noinbre of thre and twentie hundred men, and laied hymself priuelie, in a close place, nor farre from thesaied toune, and scni a ^reat nombre of light horssemen, to ronne to the barriers of the citee. The Frenchmen like valiaiit men of warre, issued out, and manfully fought with the Englishemen: whichesodainly fled, towarde the stale. The Frenchmen, coragiously folowed thinkyng the game gotten on their side: but when they wer entered into the straight, therle set freshly on them, so that after long fightyng, there wer slain and taken, iu maner al the Frenchmen, saue a few, whiche fled into the toune, with the Marshall. Emo^est the capitaines was found prisoner, the ,vali'iunt capitain, called Poynton of Sanctrayles, (which without delay,) was exchaunged for die lorde Talbot, before taken prisoner, at the battaill of Patay. There was also taken one, called the shepherd, a simple ma, and a scly soule, whom, the Frenchmen reputed, to be of suche a holinesse, that if he touched the walle of a toune of their enemies, that incontinent, it would fall to the grounde, and ouerturne. Suche false phantastical fainers, were at that tyme much regarded, and no lesse beleued in Fraunce. THISchauncesucceded not, fortunatly alone: for Richard Beauchampe Erie of Warwicke had agreate skirmishe, before the toune of Gourney, where he discotited and repulsed his enemies, and beside thecarions, whiche wer leftdedde on the ground, he tooke prisoners thre score horssemen, all gentlemen of name and arrnes. Like chaunce of infortune happened at thesame tyme, to Renate or Reyne duke of Barr, a greate frend to Charles the French kyqg, bothe in lendyng hym money, and also in ministeryng to hyru aide and succors.~ This duke bearyng displeasure, to Anthony Erie of Vaudemont, his cosyn and kynsman] gathered together a greate armie, and besieged the toune of Vaudemont. Therle, before the dukes approchyno, to thentent y he would not be enclosed and compassed about by his enemies within a wall, leauyng behynde hym a conuenient crue of men of warre, to defende .it, ouutuy gumm uyin, nauyng in ins company sixe hundred Archers, and the duke of Burgoyne sent to hym, his Marshall, called sir Anthony Douloneon with. xv. hundred men. The erle of Vaudemont thus beyng accompanied, marched toward Duke Reme, hearyng of his commyng towarde hym, was somewhat dismayed iearyng, least if hisenemiesshould approehe to the walles, and be espied by the garrison within lie toune,. 'hat, at one tyme he should be assailed before, by them that would issue out of oune, and I clund by therle and his armie. Wherfore, like a hardy capitain, he brake vp d ^6> I !, met 'ace '° 'ace> w'tn therle and his company i betwene whom, was a cruel!" s » MluS VhP \% horsemen indured long, but in conclusion, the Englishe Archers, elfedt fit har ? W°Unded ,the mei1' that the Bwroysand theil> ^endes, wer corn .whiche chace was taken, thesaied duke of Barr, the bishop of Myes the T^ i « ' •• ~ — — * * "™ ^ **j v i »•»*** t-*iij^/« HO 16536 UL. v_.(is tun Englishmen, beyng in'another parte, if when the pigge had been profered
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    KYNG HENRY THE; VI. 185 profered, thei had opened the poke: for Robert, Lorde Willoughby, and Mathew Gotigh a valiaunt Welsheman, with. xv. hundred Englishemen laied siege to a toune in Aniow, beyng bothe by situacion, and pollicie, verie strong and defensible, called sainct Seueryne. The Englishmen assailed it not so couragionsly, but they within, with egall audacitie, boldely made defence: so that fortune semed, to waie bothe the parties in egall balance. Charles the French kyng, beyng thereof aduertised, sent with all spede, the lorde Ambrose de Lore, with many noble and valiaut personages, to aide and releue his frendes, inclosed in the toune by his enemies. This lorde de Lore, beyng capitain of the toune, made muche haste to comfort his deputie and capitain within thesame, and so marched forward with greale spied: but fearyng to besodainly compassed aboute he taried still at Beaumont, lokyng for the armie and capitaines, that should folow, and then altogether to set on their enemies, and so to reyse the siege. Whiles he there made his abode, and toke his leysure, the Englishmen, by their espialles, were assertened and aduertised, what progresse their enemies made, and what they intended. Wherfore, they pollitiquely prouided, to fight with the one parte, before the whole puyssaunce wer ioyned. And so a greate parte of them, departed secretly in the night, toward their enemies, and found the watch so out of ordre, and ouersene, that a thousande men wer entered into the camp before thei were espied. But the slaiyng of men. and cuttyng doune of tentes, awaked the capitaines, whom this sodaine feare, and vnlooked chaunce so greately abashed, that no man in tnaner, either could heare his felow or hymself, or could make signe to expulse and driue out their enemies out of their campe. But when the day beganne to appere, and the son«e had setfurth his bright beames, that all.thyng might be sene and perceiued, the Englishemen, geuen to couetuousnes of spoyle and desire of Rauyne, neither chaced, norfolowed their enemies, but beyng content with their prey and gayne, began to retraite toward the siege again. But se the chaunce: the Frenchmen which wer comniyng after, heard by the noyce of the people, that some fraie was then in hand, put the spurres to the horse, and set on their enemies, beyng laded with bagges and wallcttes, of preys and spoiles. The other part, whiche before fled, returned again, and assailed their enemies. The Frenchmen egerly assailed, and the Englisheinen manfully defended, whiche beyng out of ordVe, wer compelled to flie, of whom, Matthew Gough and diuerse other wer taken prisoners, and yet of the other parte, many were slain, and a great nombre taken, emongest whom, was the lord of Lore, which, for all the battaile, was kept and not deliuered. •THE lord Willoughby, hearyng of this cliaunce reysed the siege & departed verie sore displeased. Therefore- let euery capitain take good hedc of victorie, the whiche as she is harde to obtain, so she is quicke to rlie awaie: for it is daily sene, that he, whiche thynketh suerly, thathe hath her in his handes, before he can catche her, isdeceiued, £ ronnelh into a great losse and danger: and on the otherside, when she is gotten, (except good watche behourcly kept) she will steale awaie, with muche hurte and detriment, to the first gainer. Thus the Englishmen, for the gredy appetite of gain, lost the triumphaunt victorie, whiche they had in their handes. While the Englishe and Frenche nacions, thus strouc and contended, for preeminence, principalitie, yea, & for the superior power of life, by the vnreasonable rage of warrein Fraunce, the rich men were spoyled of their goodes, the spiritual! persones, were taxed and brought low, the comon people wer slain, murdred, and trode vnder the foote, women wer defiled, virgynes wer ranished, tounes wer destroied and wasted, toune duellers and citezens, wer robbed and exiled, beautiful buyldynges, wer cruelly brent, "nothing was spared, by the crueltie of Mars: whiche by fire, hloud, or famyne, might be catched or destroied, beside a hiidred more calamities, that daily vexed and troubled the miserable French nacion. Although France, wer at this tyme, thus miserably aflicted: yet Englande, was not without doloure and trouble: for daily Englishmen, asvvel noble as meane personages, wer, slain taken, \vounded, or hurte, their substance was cdtinually exacted, and cosumed for maintenaunce of ihe warres, so that mischief and calamitie, was indifferent to bothe the t nacions, and qujetnes and gayne, were expulsed £ banished from ihean both : in so muehe '..v'-i.^ that:
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    THE. X. YERE OF to scourge, pidguc --M,,! u.-ai-1-p to a frendlv neace. sent his cord and ^uadyng vn tie, shewyng, declaryng and arguyng, peace to be moste honorable and 'mo e Fofitab e to Christian princes, then mortall warre, or vnchantab e d.scencion. ^dmran of Christes people, ought to baue an iye, to the profile of their people to « lusuce duly ministered, to rule theseifes by reason and not by w,l and to abstain fro malice, and abhorre all wrong and iniury, to whiche thynges, warre is cuer eiiemie & cleane '°WHFN the Le^te had thus persuaded the princes on euery part, bothe gently aunswered 'that they wer content to come to a reasonable ende. But when the first commumcacionwasmoued, and by comissioners treated, their dooynges were so farre disagreeable, from their vvordes, that not onely reasonable and honest eondiciens of peace, could be neither heard nor accepted, but more frowardnes, pertinacie, & malice was kmdeled and BPron
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 167 departed out of Englande, and came to Roan to the kyng, to whom also resorted from Paris, Ihon, Duke of Bedford, to debate and consult of thynges,- not vnlikelyto happen and chaunce. Wherfore, a greate counsail was celebrate, within the Castle of Roan, and many doubt* wer moued, and fevve waighty thynges out of hand concluded. Some imagined, that their enemies, would not longkepe promise, nor yet obserue the truce, by them solemply graunted: consideryng, that the Frenche hartes brente, and their iyes were very sore, lose the riche Duchie of Normandy, the faire citee of Paris and thepleasaunt Isle of Fraunce, to be brought and reduced, vnder the obeysauce and subieccion, of thenglish nacion. Wherfore, thei would not omit, or ouerse one thyng, that souded to defence, least the Frenchmen sodainly, (not keping their promes, & brekyng the truce,) might cause thenglishmen to be in greate & perilous ieoperdy, not knowyng what coiisaill to take, nor sodainly to prouide a remedy for a mischief*, bothe for lacke of men and substaunce. Oiher wer of opinion, that nombres of men, could not long be maintained and kepte together, without breache of truce, and violatyngof peace: knowyng that the handes of men, be properly geueu to spoyle, and euer redy to gain, and moste especially, when they be daily redy in harneis, prone and quicke to set on their enemies. And therfore, thei would the walled tounes, to bewel manned and defected, and the rest of the army, to be sent into England, again,, there to remain and tary til the tyme of the truce wer expired and ouer passed. AFTER this disputacion, with many argumetes ended, the dukes of Bedford and Yorke, and Edmond late erle of Mortayn, and now by the death of Ihon duke of Somerset, (which died without heire male, leauyng behind hym, a sole doughter called Margaret, after, countesse of Richemod) erected to the name and title, of duke of Somerset, liked and approued, the first argument, & first moued reason: affirmyng best that warre must be prouided for, and that money out to be disbmssed, and to aduoyde all doubles, that a greater army, was necessary to be gathered together and assembled. When al thynges wer agreed, kyng Henry departed to Calice, and from thence to Douer, and so by easye iorneis he came the. xxi. daie of February, to the citee of London, where he was receiued, not onely with greate pompe and triumphe, but also highly presented with giftes and money, as in the Chronicle of Robert Fabian, you maie rede at large, whiche thyng I ouer passe. AFTER that the kyng, was departed into Englande, the Duke of Bedford, Regent of ' Fraunce, and capitain of Calice, taried behynde in the marches of Picardy: where he was informed, that certain souldiors of Calice, grudgyng al the restrainl of wolles, beganne to mutter and murmure against the kyng and his counsaill, so that the toune of Calice, was like to stand in ieoperdy. Wherfore the duke, forseyng the mischief that might insue, & thinkyng it wisedom, to withstand the first mocion, caused the chieftaynes of this faccion, to be apprehended, and after due examinacion had, diuerse were put to death, and many banished & exiled the Marches for euer. After that he had purged the tonne of that vngracious and sedicious company, and had furnished it, with new souldiors & discrete men of war, he was determined, first to repaire again to Paris, but his liarte would not serue hym for sith his departure, Lady Anne his wife and Duchies, was departed to God, and honorably enterred in the Celestyns at Paris: by whose death, and for other causes, (as partelyyou haue hard) the sureloue, and approued fidelitie, betwene the duke of Burgoyn, his brother in lawe and hym, began to waxe fainte and colde. For whiche cause, he beyng persuaded by the lorde Lewes of Luxenborough, bishoppe of Tyrwyne and Ely, and ChaunceHor of Fraunce for kyng Henry, agreed to marye the Lady laquet, doughter to Peter Erie of sainct Paule, and niece tothesaied bishop, and to lorde Ihon of Luxenborough: to the intent, that by this newe affinitie, the olde acqua'mtaunce and familiaritie, whiche he had wirh that noble familie of Luxeborough, should be reaeued and inforced, and with a more surer knot, knit and confirmed. Wheruppn he departed from Calice to Tirwyne, where, he was highly receiued of the Erie ofsainct Paule, and of his brethren, and there hemaried, the faire and freashelady laquet, of the age of. xvii. yeres, with all triumphe and nupciall solempnitie. After whiche Ceremony ended, he returned with his newe spouse to Calice, and so into Englande, where, 1 he.
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    The. xi. yere. ,6j THE. XL YERE OF he with hi3 wife remained, vntil August next, and then returned again to Paris. The Duke of lLaovnc, ( vLose mvnde began to incline, a litle and litle toward kyng Charles) was sore u S and an.ry, that the duke of Bedforde, was ioyned in affinitie, with the noble and famou housofLuxeborough: by the whiche he savve, that the power o the Englishmen, should be greatly aduaunced. But the manage was fully ended, and he could hnde no remedy. IT THE ELEUENTH YERE. \VHile these thymes weredoyng thus, in other places the French souldiors lackyng wages, faad emSaest tbeim, a greate nombre, whiche in hope of prey, and desire ofspoile, had cast vp the plough, and left their labor,) began priuely, (as tyme serued, and occasion gaue place) to take bothe Englishmen and Burgonyons, and raunsomed and spoyled thenu, at their pleasures. And although they were prohibited thus to do, (duryng the tyme of truce & peace) yet inconclusion, they spared not openly to robbe, spoyle, and burne: yea, & to steale tounes, whiche they affirmed to be no breache of truce. The Englishmen, pricked and vexed, with these open wronges, and manifest iniuries, prepared for warre, after the sixe monetb, that the truce was taken and concluded. And by this meanes, the war was rencued and bcgonne again. The vntrue Frenchemen, breakers of peace, and not kepers of truce, rcysedacreweofmen, and sodainly tooke the toune of sainct_Valerie, standyng in Normandy, on the Riuer of Soame: and another army, vnder the coduict of sir Ambrose, lorde of Lore, wasted and destroyed all the countrey aboute Caen. The Duke of .Bedford, not niyndyng to lie still in ydlenesse, sent the Erie of Arundell, the Erie of Warwickes sonne the Lorde Lisle, Adane Marshall of Fraunce, for kyng Henry, and. xii. C. men, with ordinaunce and municions, to besiege the toune of Laigny, vpon the Riuer of Marne. Whiche Erie, with the shot of a Canon, brake the archeof the bridge, and gat from ths Frenchmen, their bulwarke, and set it on fire. Diuerse assautes were attempted, but the toune was well defended: for within, wer shut vp, eight hudred men of armes beside other meane souldiors. THE duke of Bedford, beyng therof aduertisecl, gathered an armie of sixe thousande men of warre, wherof wer capitaines, Robert, Lorde Willoughby, sir Andrewe Ogard, Chambcrlein to the duke, sir I lion Saluaine, Baylife of Roan, sir Ihon Montgomerie, Bailife of Caux, sir Phillip Halle, Baylife of Vernoyle, sir Richard Ratclife, deputie of Calice, sir Raufe Neuell, sir Raufe Standishe, sir Ihon Hanforde, sir Richard Euthin, sir Richard Harryngton, Bailife of Eureux, sir William Fulthorpe, sir Thomas Griffyne of Irelande, Dauy Halle, Thomas Stranguish, Leonard Ornesto, Esquiers, and Thomas Gerard, whiche solde the toune of Mounstrean Faultyon, to the Frenchemen : and with all thyngcs necessarye, came to the siege before Laigny. He, there, made a bridge of boates, and brought his ordinaunce so nere the tonne, that to all people, it seined not Ion » able to resist. But the Erie of Dumoys Bastard of Orleaunce, with diuerse hardy capitaines, as valiauntly repulsed, as the Englishemen assautcd. This siege contyneued. as fire against flame, and sometyme ilame against fire. For although the Englishemen slewe more uombre, yet they gat neither prey, nor boty: and although the Frenchemen, kepte valeauntly the walles, and defended the loupes/ yet they loste bothe men and capitaines, and wer long secluded from their aide and succors, til Charles the French kyng, perceiuyng this toune, to be the thre corner key, betwene the territories of the Englishemen, the Burgonyons, and his awne, and that the losse therof, should turne hym to innumerable damages and incredible hurtes, sent the lorde of Rieux, Poyton, the Heire, the-lorde Gancort, and sixe thousand men, with great plentie of vitailes, to thentent, either to reise the sjegc, or to vitaile the toune. The French -capitaines, made a bragge, as though thei •Wild fight with thenglishemen, within • their felde and'Campe. The ^Englishmen would not
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    KYNG HENRY THE. Vl. 169 not issue out, but kept themselfes in good ordre, euer lokyng for, their entrie and inuasio. The Regent perceiuyng, that thei approched not, sente to theim an herault of Armes, declaryng his intent, and the corage of his company, whiche nothyng more desired, then battaill. And to sliewe hymself as a capitain, rneanyng that, which he offred, & not dissimulyng that, whiche he spake: he incontinent, diuided his men into three battailes, no more wisely ordered, the pollitiquely gouerned : as who would sale, come on Frencheman, if thy harte will serue. But his aduersarie§, more craft ie then hardy, more pollitique then coragious, framed themselfes in suche ordre of battaile, as thei wer able to do all thyng, and yet inconclusion, (concernyng marciall feat
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    170 THE. XII. YERE OF defended the same. But at the. xxi. daie they perceiuyng the fiersenes of tbenglishemen and the weakens of themselfes, (hauyng no hope of relief nor confidence m any aide) rendered the toune, their horsse and harneis onely saued. The trie put, in the garrison of the tonne, freashe and valeaunt souldiors, and appoynted capitam there, sir Ihon Awbemond: in vvhiche toune sodainly, (whether it wer by infeccio 01 the ayre, or by corrupt vitail by Ion* liyne, whiche the tonnes men did eate.) a great pestilence sprang, in the infortunate cofitrey. Whiche, after so many calamities and euill chaunces, beyng twoo tymes besieged by the Frenchemen, and thryse recouered by thenglishe nacion, was now infected and corrupted, with the pestilent plague: whereby twoo partes ol the people, within snorte space, wer destroyed and consumed. AFTER this toune tjotteh, the Erie of sainct Panic, and the Lorde Willoughby, returned to the Repent, where, they wer well welcomed. And after, thesaid Erie departed from Paris, to hue siege to the Castle of Monchas, but beyng encamped, nere to the toune of Biaim- he, by a sodain maladie, finished his daies, and departed the worlde, leauyng his seigniories, to Lewes his sonne and heire. For whiche dedde Erie, wer solempne obsequies kepte, bothe in Paris and in London, because he was father in lawe to the Regent. In the meane season, the Frenchmen entered into the costes of high Burgoyne, and brent, toke, and destroyed tonnes : for whiche cause, the Burgonyons beyng sore displeased, assembled a greate army, bothe to reuenge their querels, and also to recouer again the tounes, from theim iniustely taken: to whom, (as to his frendcs) the duke of Bedforde, sent Robert Lorde Willoughby, and sir Thomas Kiriel, with a comienient company of souldiors, whiche enteryng into the laundes of Laonoys, wer encoutred with a great nobrc of their enemies: but by whose force, (after long fight) the Frenchmen wer slain and dispersed: wherof wer left dedde in the feld, an hundred and sixtie horsemen, beside prisoners, whiche after in. a fury, wer all killed and put to destruction. f THE. XII. YERE. Tj«r' WHile these chaunces thus happened in Fraunce, Iho lord Talbot, gathered together, a crue of chosen men of war in England, to the nombre of viii. C. & sailed into Normandy, and passed by Roan toward Paris, and in his way, he toke the strong Castle of loing, betwene Beauoys and Gisors, and caused all the Frenchmen within to be hanged on the walles, and after, raised and defaced the Castle, and came to the Duke of Bedford, to Paris. The presence of which renoumed capitam, (a maruelous thyng it is to se) so incoraged the hartes of the English nacion, that thei thought, nothyng able to resist their puyssaunce, and so discoraged the hartes of the Frenchemen, that thei wer in doubt, whether it wer better to fight, or to flic. And this was not without a cause : for surely, he was a chosen capital n, & in marcial feates, a man fully instructed, and his corage and practise in warre, was fearfull to the Frenche nacion, and to his awne coutremen, an especial hope and a sure defence. When this hardy Baron, had commonecl with the Regent, and agreed i «i i 11.1 * i .1 i » , vpon condicio. After that, he regained without long siege, the tounes of Creile, the bridge of sainct Maxens, the new toune in Esuioy, Crespy in Valoys, and Cleremout in Beauoys : and so with greate riches, and fatte prisoners, he returned again to Paris. Thus, prosperous successe happened, not to the lorde Talbot alone : but also thesame very sear son, therle of Arundell, toke the Castle of Botnelyne, and raised it to the ground, and after, tooke by force the Castle of Doric, and from thence came to sainct Seleryne, where the lorde Ambrose of Lore, was capitain, which issued out, and fought with the Englishenien so egerly at the firste, that he droue theim backe an arowe shflt by fine force.'
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    ••-•V . ' f . •* KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 171 force. But the Erie so incoraged his men, that they toke newe corages to them, and set so fiersly on the Frcnchemen, that they slewe a greate nombre, and droue the remnaunt into the toune. AFTER this victory, he besieged Louiers, wherof was capitain, the Heire, and hb brother, which rendered the toune, without stroke or assaute. For all this good lucke, therle forgat not toreturne, to the toune of S. Seleryne, but assembled a great army, and enuironed the toune about with a strong siege. Whe he had lien there almoste. iij. rnonethes euery daie attemptyng or dooyng somewhat, for the performaunce of his enterprise, in conclusion at the thre monethesende, he gaue so fierce an assaut, that by force he entred the toune, and slewe Ihon Allemagne and Gulliam sent Aubyne, the chief capitaines, and. viii.C. other men of warre, and the Children of the lorde Lore, wer taken captiues: he replenished and fortified the toune again with newe men, andmunicios, and made there capitain, sir Ihon Cornwale. Whiche acte thus accomplished, he departed, and came before the strong toune of Sillye, and there pitched his campe. The inhabitauntes of thesame, somewhat dismaied with the chaunce that late happened to the toune of. S. Seleryne, deliueredto him pledges, vpon this condicion: that if thei wer not rescued, within, xxx. daies nexte insuyng, then ihcy, (their lifes saued) should rendre the toune, into his possession: whiche offre was taken. The capitaines within the toune, sent a post to the French kyng, to aduertise hym of their hard chaunce, which incontinent sent to them, Arthur, Erie of Richemond, (but after some writers, Ihon duke of Alaunson) with a greate company of men. When therle sawe the Frenche succors appere, he restored again y pledges to the gouernors of the toune, and issued out of his campe, takyng a place moste mete and conuenient for to abide battaill, for ' whiche he sore thirsted and longed. The Duke or the Erie, (take whiche you list) liyng by a brooke side, whiche a man might stride ouer, seyng the Englishemen, so warlike and strongly embattailed, thought it not for his profile, to gene battaiil, or to sette forward: but in the dedde time of the night, cowardly fled, and with shame returned: although some Freche writers affirme, that he loked that the erle of Arundell, should haue geuen hym battaill, and because he profcred not forward, therfore the Frenchmen departed. This appereth to be an apparaunt lye, and a Frenche bragge: for if they came to rescewe the toune,. why did not they geue battaill, & so driuc awaie tbenglishmen from the toune? If they came to fight, why departed they without any stroke striken? But it setneth that thei came, to make a Frenche face, and for to do nothyng. For thei without skirmishe or succoryng the toune, departed in the night secretly, (as you haue hearde.) When thei within the tonne knew, that their succors failed, thei rendred themselfes, to the mercy of therle of Arundel, which gently receiued the, & leauyng a garrison in the toune, departed to Mauns, and in the meane waie, tokc the Castles, of Mellay and sainct Laurece. About this tyme, the lord Willoughby, and sir Thomas Kiriell, returnyng with great victories out of the parties of Burgoyue, tooke in their waie, the toune of Louiers, and furnished it, bothe with men, and munitions. EMONGEST so many good chaunces, some euill arc accustomed to fall and happen, or els the gayners,, will not knowe themselfes.. So it happened that a greate nobre, of rude and rustical persones in Norrnady, dwellyng by y sea coast, either prouoked, or intiscd thenmto, by the Frenche kyng, or desirous of altcracion and change, (whiche thyng the commerr people muche couete and desire) made an insurreccion, and put on harneis, & by force expulsed certain garrisos, out of their houKles, and toke certain tonnes: publishing and proclaimyrig opely, that their onely purpose and intent was, to expel and banish, the whole Englishe nacion, out of their coutreys and eoastes. Wherfore, it maie euidently appere, that the blacke Ethyopian, or the blacke coloured rauc, wil soner turne their colours, than the vniuersal people, bred in Frauce will hartely loue, or inwardly fan or, an Englishe borne child. And yet, the Normans of long tyme, louingly and gentely, haue obeyed to the 'subjection of Englande, and haue of the Englishe nacion, been wel accepted and regarded, but now thei, Z 2 forgettyng
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    THE. XII. YERE OF forgettyng their duetie, and remebryng their hurtes, did not doubt, to rebell against theii prince and soueraigne Lordc. THIS mischeuous copany, thus frantiquely gathred together, with all spede marched toward Caen, to the intent there, bothe to assemble a greater nornbre ot people, and also to consult, what way thei should folow in their newe begon atteptate. 13ut the dukes of Yqrke & Somerset, which then wer liyng in Normandy, hearyng of this vngracious iaccion & troubelous comocion, & hauyng knowledge by their espials what iorney they intended to take : incotinent without delay, sent therle of Arundell and the lorde Willoughby, with. vj.M. archers, and. xiij. hundred light horsses, to staie and kepe them, either for settyng furthe, or niakyng farther progresse. Therle of Arundell goyng one waie, appoynted the Lorde Willoughby, with twoo thousande Archers, and a certain nombre of horsemen, to go afore hym, to lye in watche and stale, secretly by the waie, to stop the iorney and passage of the rebelles, whe they should approch. The lorde Willoughby, couertly couered hymself and his company, sendyng worde to the Erie, of the place where he lay, to thentent that he might make a signe and a token, (when tyme should be most luckey and fortunate,) to inuade & set on their enemies. Whiche thyng doen, therle folowed at the backe, the ragged route and mischeuous multitude, as a man, that draue the deare before him into the ImckestalJe, or the sely coneis into the secrete hay. When the ignoraunt multitude, approched nere to the place of the stale the Erie made a token, and shot a gonne for a signe. Then the Lorde Willoughby, set on them before, and the Erie behynde, shotyng so fiersly, that the dastarde people, partly amased with the sodain chaunce, and partly, galled and wounded with the shot of the arrowes, threwe awaie their harneis : desiryng nothyng but death. Therle of Arundel, (moued with compassi5) caused his souldiors to leaue of £ staye, from farther murther or bloud shedyng, & apprehendyng such, as he thought, to be the ledars and chief stirrers of the people, let the other returne home frankly & frely: but yet there were a,M. and more slain, before the souldiors, could be brought again vnder their standerdes. AFTER this cominocion appeaced, and the sodain rage in the beginnyng staied and brideled, diliget inquirie was made of the malefactors, and suche as wer found gilty, by diuerse terrible executions, (accordyng to their desertes,) miserably ended their traiterous lifes. Duryng which rebellion, Peter Rokefort and his copany, gat by treason the toune of Deape, & diuerse other houldes, therunto adioynyng. After the Erie of Arundell, had obtained so many conquestes, and notable victories (as you haue heard) he attempted another, which was the last worke and extreme labor, of his liuyng daies. For the duke of Bedford, beyng. informed, that his aduersaries, had sodainly surprised & take the toune of Rue, and therin had put a garrison, which sore vexed the coutreis of Ponthiew, Arthoys, andBolenoys, sent word to therie, that he without delaye, should besiege thesaid toune. Therle obeyed to his comaundement, and incontinent, sente for all the people vnder his gouernaunce, & in his marchyng forward, came to Gourney, where he heard tel, how y there was a certain Castle, nere Beaupys, called Gerborye, whiehe either by force of rasyng, or violence of weather, was .sore decaied and defaced. And because this place was opportune and very necessarie, to prohibite, let and stop thenglishmen, to make sodain runnynges in, or rodes into the countrey of Beauoys: Charles the Freche kyng commaunded sir Stephen de Veignolles, commonly calted the Heire, tose the castle reedefied and fortified. Thesaid sir Stephen with a great company, came to thegrounde, andlackyng neither stuffe necessary, nor artificers sufficient, in small tyme erected the Castle, and began to defend the fortresse. The erle of Arundell, beyng crediblie informed of their dooynges, and perceiuyng that this newe edificacion, was very prejudicial to the Englishe part, determined first to take the. Castle supposyng litle or no resistence, therin to beshutte vp, but he wasdeceiued, for there was the Heire, with many good and valeauntecapitaines. The Erie with fiue hundred horsemen, encamped hymself in a hue close, not farre from the Castle : the Frenchemen, which wer thre thousande men, perceiuyng that the Erie and his horses werwery, and that his archars wer not yet come, determined for their aduauntage to set on him, before the comyng of his footmen, whiehe they knewe
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 173 knewe to he-litle more, then a mile behynde the Erie. Wherfore, for a pollicie, they set furthe fiftie horssemen, as though there were no ino in the Castle. The Erie perceiuyng that, sent furth sir Randolfe Standishe, to encountre with them, hauyng in his company a hundred horsses: the Frenchemen fought coragiously a while, and sodainly came out all the rernnaunte, and slewe sir Randolfe Standishe, and all his company, and boldly set on the Erie and hisbande, whiche manfully defended them, so that the Frenchmen gatlitle aduauntage, for al their great nombre. The Heire perceiuyng. the hartes, corage and defence of the Engiishe people, caused thre Culuerynes to be shot emongest theim, wherof, one strake the Erie 'on the ancle, and so brake his legge, that for pain he fell from his horse, then the Frenche men entered emongest the Engiishe army, and tooke the erle, beyng on the grounde, prisoner, and sir Richard Wooduite, and sixe score more, and there wer slain almoste twoo C. The remnaunt saued them selfes aswel as thei might. The Erie was caried to Beauoys, vher, of this hurte he shortly died, and was buried in the friers Minors. He was a man of a singuler vertue, constancie and granitic, whose death in so troubelous a worlde, did sore appall the hartes of his nacion. By this infortune, Rue was not besieged, nor Gerborie taken, suche is thechaunce of warre, thus Lady Fortune daily turneth her whiele, and mightie Mars, often varieth his countenaunce, so that one tyme the Englishemen gat by assaut and yieldyng, diuerse strong tounes, Castles, and piles. At another season, the Frenche people, somtyme by bargain, somtyme by assaut, obteined thesaid citees and fortificacions again, or other in their stede. Whiche daily altemptes, lomitandouer passe, because in the, no notable acte, nor greate Warlike feate was doen or committed. For small thynges, require litel writyng, and fewe actes, require lesse speakyng. For I assure you,, that he, which should write the negligent losses, and the pollitique gaines, of enery citee, fortresse, and turrett, whiche were gotten and loste in these daies, should fatigate and wery the reader, more with volumes, then queares and the hearer, more with triflyng woordes, then with nota-r ble matter. Wherfore sithe in all myne authors, I finde no matter, either greatly necessarie, or muche conuenient to be spoken of concernyng any high enterprise: I therfore, leauyng bothe the nacions, daily studiyng how to greue, and gain of the other, will turne againe. to. other thynges accidental! whiche chaunced in this. xii. yere. ABOVT the moneth of June, Ihon duke of Burbon and Auerne, taken prisoner at: the battaill of Agyncourte. xviii. yeres paste, (as you haue before heard ) now paiyng his , raunsome, whiche was. xviii. M.I. sterlyng and hauyng ready prepared all thynges necessary, for his triumphaunt returne into his countrey, was taken with a mosle sore and greuous feuerr, whiche shortely vnbodied.his soule, in the citee of London, on the daie appoynted, for hi& departure into France: whose corps wasenterred, in the Grey Friers of thesaied citee. Soby this, euery creature maie se: that man purposeth & God disposeth.. I may not forget a,. chaunce whiche- happened this yere, to the example of princes, and a spectacle, of. goueniors.. For thedeuill hymself, to set farther diuision betwene the Engiishe and Frenche nacion did apparell certain catchepoules, and Parasites, comonly called titiuils and tale tellers, tosowe discord and dissencion, betwene the dukes of Bedford and Burgoyne, not fainyng triflesnor phatasies, but tliynges of reproche, repugnant to bothe their honors, estates, and dignities, with the whiche, cache of them was as well pricked, as hastely spurred, so that all loue* betwene theim ceased, all affinitie was forgotten, and all olde familiaritie was cast by disdain, into the caue of oblivid. Suche a pestilent breath hath Flattery, and suche mischif ensueth, of Princes light credence. This grudge was perceiued, by their mutuall frendes, whiche by. charitable exbortacion and Godly aduertisement, exhorted theim, to renewe their old loue and familiaritie, and to mete and enteruieu, in some place decent and conuenient. The Duke of Bedforde, gladly condiscended, to come to sent Omers, beyng the duke of Burgoyns toune, and thither, accordyng to his appoyntment, he in honorable estate, came and resorted, and likewise did the duke of Burgoyne. The duke of Bedford, beyng Regent of Fraunce, & sonne, brother and vncle to kynges, though that the duke of Burgoyne, should first haue visited and saluted him: duke Phillip on. the other part, beyng Lord & soucreigne of the 6 toune,, \

  

  
    Page 183
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 25.67% accurate
    THE. XIII. YERE OF toune, judged knot mete, nor to stande with his honor, to go to hym, where he was lodged, but was content, by entreatie of frendes, to mete with him in a place indifferent, betwene bothe their harberowes : whiche offer was not accepted, & so, bothe parties departed discontent, & neuer after sawe or commoned with other. What should I speake of the corage of these twoo proude princes, the duke of Bedford myndyng to haue no pere, and the duke of Burgoyne, willyng to haue no superior, by whose proud disdain, and enuious discord, shortly0 England lost, and Burgoyne gayned not long, as you shall perceiue, in this history ensuyng. If THE. XIII. YERE. rhc.xiii. T[je Bastan'- of Orleaunce, called the erle ef Dumoys, the lorde Rocheford Marshal yc"' of Frauncc, with other in the beginnyng of this. xiti. yere, tooke the toune of saincte Denise by treason, and skirmished with theim of Paris, and leauyng behynd hym a greate garrison, tooke the tonne of Howdone, and the bridge of saincte Maxence by composition, and at that tyme was taken the toune, of Fount Meulane, by sodain scalyng of twoo fishermen: which entered vp at a common prime, standyng on the walle. Thus tounes vn•walied, wer preys to rauenous men of war, so that the poore inhabitauntes within theim, (not bcyng able to kepc their fidelitie or allegeaunce, when sheilde and defence lacked,) were constrayned and compelled, to yeilde and rendre theimselfes, to the more power, and vpper hande: least they beyng nedy and innocente people, should be vexed and lurmcnted, with the vnreasonable men of warre: So that in all Cliristendome, no Region was more vnquiete, more vexed, more poore, nor more to be pitied, then the coutrey of Frauce. And although the rude and poore people, suffrcd many plagues and aduersities : yet the souldiora prospered not in all thynges. For although prey & spoyle sometyme refreshed their mindes, and did comfort their stomackes, yet some tyme they wer slain, taken, and licked vp, or tiiei were ware. For eucry prince studied, and circumspectly compassed, how to kepe, defende and releue, the citees and tounes, of their seuerall faction, and priuate fidelitie. Wheifore, when sacietie of slaughters, and abounclaunce of murthers, had replenished the stomackes, of bolhc the nacions, and that bothe m general!, perceiuecl their hurtes, pondered tlieir losses, and considered tlieir ruynes, and daily afflictions: although their stomackes wer haute, and their hartes stony, yet they waxed sot'te, priuely inclinyng to peace, and wishyng concord, and not without an vrgente cause: For all thynges necessary to mans liuvn«, penurie shewed her self furth, and aboundauce was hidden in a caue. The corne feldes laie vntilled the meddowos wer ouer trodcn, the woodes wer spoyled, so that all men went to harneis, and no man to the plough. The churches were seldome vsed for denocion, but many tyemes spoyled, for desire of gayne. These, and suche innumerable mischiefcs, caused bothe the people, bcyng enemies, to desire peace, and yet the one part, disdained opely to offre it, or the other priuatly to receiue it. THE crie and noyse of this perillous and insatiable warre, was blasted through Europe, detested through Cliristendome, and especially, at the Counsaill of Basill, where then themptror Alberte, and all the princes and potestates of Cliristendome, or their deputies, were assembled, for the vnio of the vngraciousscisme, in the vsurped sea of Rome vntrulv, and •against all scripture, called sainct Peters sea. Wherfore the Emperor and the temporall princcis, stipposyng the exhortation of Spirituall fathers, should more profite emongest the twoo high stonyicked, and proude encoraged nacions, of Englande and of Fraunce, dcsyred Eugeny then bishop of Rome, to be the author and arbitrer, of that great strife and conten•cion: so that by his meanes, counsail and.' exhortation, the weapon might be taken out of the handes, of twoo so inuincible nacions, which neuer would yeild or bowe the one to the other, neither yet, once heare of abstinence of fightyng, or refusyng from warre: so much were their hartes hardened, and so princely were theh- stomackes. And one thyng, muche put
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 175 put them in hope, of some good conclusio, because the duke of Burgoyn was willyng, (so that it wer not of his awne suite,) to returns and reconcile himself, to Charles, his mortal cnemie and auncient aduersary. Wherforc, by authentic of this generall Counsaill, two discrete persones, called the Cardinalles of sainct Crosse, & Cypres, came to the tonne of Arras in Arthoys, whither, were sente for the kyng of Englande, Henry Beautfbrd Cardinall of Winchester, Henry, Archebishopof Yorke, Willifi de la Pole Erie of Suffolke, and Jhon Hollande Erie of Huntyngdon, with diuerse other knightes and Esquiers :. and for the Frenche kyng, were there present, Charles Duke of Burbon, Lewes Erie of Vandosme, Arthur of Brytayne Constable of Fraunce, the Archcbishop of Reyns, and sir Phillip Harcort. There, was the duke of Burgoyne, in proper persone, accompanied with the duke of Geldeps, and the Erles of Estampes, Lygnye, sainct Panic, Vaudemont, Neuers, £ Daniel., sonne to the prince of Orange, with a great gard and a gallaunt company. VPON the daie of the first session, the Cardinal of sainct Crosse, declared to the thfe parties, the innumerable mischiefes, the multitude of incouenienccs, whichc had succcded, through al Christendom, by their daily discord and continuall discencion : exhorting and, requiring the for the honor of God, for the lone that they bare to thesettyng furthe of Christes religion, and for the aduaucement, of the publique wealth of all Christendo, that they would laye all rancor apart, represse all wrath and anger, and conform thernselfes to reason, and to Godly concorde, by the vvliiche, they should receiue, honor, profite, and continual}' quietnesse, in the worlde, and of God, a reward euerlastyng. After whiche admoniciony thus to them geuen, and after diuerse daies of communicacion, eucry part brought in their deitiaund, whiche wer moste contrary, and hard to come to a good conclusion. The Englishemen required, that kyng Charles should haue nothyng, but at the handeof the kyng of Englande, and that not as duetie, but as a bencfite, by hym of his mere liberalise geuen, and distributed, to whiche the Frenchmen aunswered, that kyng Charles would haue the kyno;dom, frakely & frely, without begging it, of another man: requiryng the kyng of England, to leaue the name, Armes, and title of the kyng of Eraunce, and to be co,ntent with the dukedornes of Aquitain andNormady, and to forsake Paris, and all the tounes, whiche thev possessed in Fraunce, bet\vene the Hiuers of Loyre and Soame, beyng no percell of the Duchie of Normandy, The Englishemen, loth to lease so good a boty as Paris, did not esteme and allowe, the demaundcs of the French Ambassadors and they on the otlierside, couetyngand desiryng, toobtein again the renoume and glory of their Region, whiche was Paris, would in no wise condiscend, to any part of the Englishe requestes. Thus, the pride of the one part, and the ambicion of the oilier, letted concord, peace, and quietnes. The Cardinals, seyng the frostie hartes, and hardened myridcs of bothe parties, determined not, to despute th« titles, but offered to them, honest and reasonable coudicions, of truce and peace, for a season: whiche articles bothe parties, either for frowardnes, or for disdain openly refused : In so muche as, the Englishmen in greate displeasure, departed to Calice, and so into Englande. One writer affinneth, that they beyng warned of a secrete conspiracie moued against theim, sodainly remoued from Arras, and so sailed' into their countrey. WHILES this treatie of peace, was thus in comunicacion at Arras, the lorde Talbot, the Lorde Willoughby, the lorde Scales, vvitli the Lorde Lisle Adame, and fiue thonsande men, besieged the tonne of S. Denise, with a strong bande. The Erie of Dumoys hearyng therof, accompanied with the Lorde Lohac, and the lorde Bueiil, & a great company of horsemen, haisted thitherward, to rayse the siege, and in the meane waie, they encountered with sir Thomas Kiricll, and Matthew Gouthe, ridyng also toward S. Denise, betwene whom, was a great conflict, and many slain on bothe parties: but sodainly came to the aide of the Frenchmen, the garrison of Pout Melance, which caused thenglishemen to returne, without any greatarme or damage, sauyng that Matthew Couth, by founderyng of his horsse, was taken and caried to' Fount Melance. Duryng whiche fight, the toune of sainct Denise, was rendered to the iorde Talbot, and the other lordcs, whiche caused all the walles to be raised, and abated doune to the ground, sauyng the \valles of 1 the
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    176 THE. Xm. YERE OF the Abbay, and a toure called Venyn. After this toune gotten, the Lorde Wiliotighby, left sir Ihon Ruppelley at Pounthoyse, & departed to gouerne Paris, whiche then began to smoke, and sone after, brast out' in flame, (as yeu shall shortly, apparautly perceiue). After whose departure, thenhabitaines of Pounthoyse rebelled, & droue out thenglishmeu by very force, and rendered themselfes subiectes to king Charles. This toune was small, but the losse was great, for it was the very conuenient kaye, betwene Paris and Nonnandy, so that now the gate betwene them bothe, was set open and the passage at large. LET vs now again, returne to the counsail at Arras. After the Englishe Ambassadors wer departed, the 'prenchemen and the fiurgonyons, began familiarly to common of a peace, and talke of an amitie, to the whiche motion, Phillip duke of Burgoyne, was neither deiffe nor straunge : for he in the begmnyng of his rule, being muche desirous to reuenge and punishe the shamefull murder doen to his father, and to kepe hymself in his high estate, and preeminence, began to be associate, and to reigne with thenghshe power, and to serue the kyng of Englad thinking, that by his amity and ioynyng, that he should neither harme nor hurte, the common wealth of the countrey, whereof at that tyme he bare the whole rule, nor yet lose one iote or poynt, of his authoritie, or gouernaunce. But when it happened, contrary to his expectacion, that the kyng of Englande, by the right course of inheritaunce, tooke vpou hym the whole rule and gouernaunce, within the realrne of Fraunce, and ordered by the aduise of his cousaill, all causes, iudgementes, warres, and c5cordes, & that the duke Judged, that he was not had in great confidence, nor in perfite truste, as he thought, because the Duke of Bedforde, would not suffre the toune of (Meaunce, to be rendered to hym, (as you before haue heard) : He therfore imagined, & determined with hymself, to returne into the pathe again, from the whiche he had straied and erred, and to take part, and ioyne with his awne bloud and nacion: so that some honest meane, might be sought by other, and not by hymself, least paraduenture by his awne sekyng, he might bind himself in conditions hurtfull, & sore inconueniences, to the Frenche kyng, and also be noted of vntruth, and traiterous behauor, toward the king of Englande and his nacion : to •whom he had done homage, leage, and sworn fealtie Now this Counsaill, was to hym a cloke for the rayne, as who should say, tliat he sought not arnitie, of the Freche kyng, (whiche thyng in his harte, he moste coueted and desired) but was therunto persuaded, by the general! counsaill, and by the bishop of Rome, whom it was reason, in all honest requestes, that he should submitte hymself, and humbly obey. And so, shadowed with this counsaill, without long argument or prolongyng of tyme, he tooke a determinate peace, and a finall conclusion, vpon these condicios: that he should haue to hym deliuered, the counteis of Arthoys, Pontbiew, and Bullonoys, and the tounes of Amience, Curby, Mondidier, Heron,.^sainct Quintyne, & Abbeuile, with many other seigniories, & superiorities, •whiche be not for my purpose to reherse. Prouided alwaie, that the French kyng, paiyng in redy money, to y duke or his heires, iiij.C.M. crounes, should haue thesaied tounes and countres, to beredeliuered again : and many other thynges, the Frenche kyng graunted, , to the duke of Burgoyn, whiche after, he was not able to performe, nor accomplishe, for he had no power, to make deniall to the duke, of any demaund or request, whiclie the Duke either phantasied or moued : as who would saie, that he thought in himself, that suche an aduersary, whiche desired so honest, and so reasonable conditions, (considering the state of the tyme, and the occasion, of concorde, moste apparauntly offered to hym,) oudit neither to be refused nor cast away, the whiche chaunce, .was to hym lucky and fortunate : for surely, y thyng forsene and loked for, surceded and toke place, as you shall perceiue. This concorde, was so pleasaunt to the Frenche kyng, that he not only set for hym: but as a swane that swimmeth after_her make, met hym in proper persone, at the citee of Reynes and (after long comunicatio) standing vp vpo his fete, said to him these wordes. JfthT" .DVKE Philhpp cosin, and pere of Fraunce, with all my harte welcome, and-at your comFr«,ch mmg, my harte is fulfilled with ioy, and my spirites be refreshed with solace, for now all Kyngtof,he doubte of the rec0uery, of my lande and seigniory, is clerely banished, and fully abandoned : Bursoyn
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    KYNG HENUY THE. VI. 177 consideryng that I haue now, ioyned and vnited to me, the principall pere, the moste noble prince, (nexte to the Croune) and the moste valeaunt capitain, that hath been, or is, in our dales, sene, or knowen, whom the nobilitie honor, the chiualrie fauor, and the poore con> mons loue, and daily desire to beholde : So that all men loue, and embrace you, aboue all creatures, and worship and reuerence you, aboue all Lordes, because you, beyng a straiyng shepe, are now returned, to your olde flocke, and like a man wanderyng out of the pathe» are now brought again, to the right waie, and true liniite. For surely, this text was euer beaten muche in my hedde: that euery realme, deuided emongest theimselfe, should turne to desolacio, and that all discord, should bring pouertie, and that of all discension, should succeade misery : whiche intollerable calamities, I euer Judged to ensue, by the discorde and contrauersie, betwene vs twoo. But now the sore is cured, and the ship brought into the sure hauen : trustyng perfectly, and nothyng mistrustyng, but by your healp and aide, we shall expell, cleane pull vp by the rootos, and put out, all the Englishe nacion, out of our realmes, territories and dominions. And if you helpe vs. (as you male) and if you aide vs, (as you be able) we here promise you, in the tvorde of a prince, to be yours, yea, so yours, that al ours, shalbe yours, at your commaundement and desire, not as ours, but as yours, to doo and spende at your pleasure. To the whiche, the duke of Burgoyn aunswered, that he would let scape nothyng, that appertayned to his duetie, nor forget any poynt, whiche might turne to his dishonor. WHEN this league wassworne, and this knot was knit, the duke of Burgoyne, to sette a vayle, before the kyng of Englaudes iyes, sent Thoison Dor, his kyng at Armcs, to kyng Henry with letters: that he, beyng not only waxed faint, and weried, with continual warre, and daily conflictes, but also chafed daily, with complaintes and lamentacion, of his people, whiche, of the Frenchemen, suffered losse and detriment, embraydyng and rebukyng hym openly, affirming that he onely was the supporter and mainteyner, of the Englishe people, and that by his meanes and power, the mortall warre was continued and sette forward, and that he more diligetly studied, and intentiuely toke pain, bothe to kepe, and maintein thenglishemen in Fraunce, and also toaduaiice and promote their desires, & intentes, rather then to restore kyng Charles his cosyn, to his rightful inheritaunce, £ paternal possession : by reason of whiche thynges, and many other, he was in maner compelled and constrained to take a peace, and conclude an amitie with kyng Charles, exhortyng kyng Henry, with many flatteryng wordes, when honest and reasonable condicions wer offered, to take the, and to make an ende of the warre, which so long had continued, to the decay of bothe the realmes, and to the effusion, of Christen bloud, be side the great displeasure of almightie God, whiche is the author of peace and vnitie: promising hym his aide, and furtheraunce in that behalfe, with many glosyng and flatteryng wordes, whiche I passe ouer. HERE is to be noted, that the Duke of Burgoyne, which thought hymself by this concord in maner dishonored, and spotted with infamy sente his letters to the Kyng of Englandc, rather to purge and excuse hymselfe, of his vntruth and infidelitie, (yea of perinry, if a poore man maie vse that terme, of so greate a prince) to thentent that it should appere, that he, by copulsion, and not by voluntarie afteccion, was turned to the French part: not for any malice or displeasure, whiche he bare to kyng Henry, or to the Englishe nacion. This letter was not alitle loked on, nor smally regarded of the kyng of England, and his sage coiisaill: not onely for the waightines of the matter, but also for the sodaiu chaunge of the man, & for the strange superscripcion of the letter, which was: To the high and mightie Prince, Henry, by the grace of GOD Kyng of Englande, his Welbeloued cosyn : Neither namyng hym kyng of Fraunce, nor his souereigne lorde, accordyng as, (euer before that tyme) he was accustomed to do. Wherfore all they, whiche wer present, beyng sore moued with the craftie deede, Sc vntrue demeanor of the duke, (whom they so muche trusted) could neither temper their passions, nor moderate their yre, nor yet bridle their toungues : but openly called hym traytor, deceiuer, and moste inconstant prince. But when the rumor of the Dukes returnyng, was published emongest the common people, they lefte woodes and went to stripes: for A a they
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    178 THE. XIIIJ. VERE OF they beyng moued and pricked, with this vnliappie tidynges, ran fiersiy vpon all the Flemvn^es Hollanders, and Burgonyons, which then inhabited within the cilee of London, and the suburbes of thesame, and sleweand hurte, agreate nombre of them, before they, by the kynges proclamacion, could be prohibited, to leaue of and abstain, from sucb violence, and iniimous doyng: for the kyng nothyng more mynded, then to saue innocent bloud, and defend e them, whiche had not offended. AFTER the letter twise redcle, and wisely brooked, he willed the officer at Armes, to tell his master, that it was not conuenient, nor honorable for hym, to be ene.nie to the Englishe nncion, without cause or occasion geuen, but his duetie, (all thynges consydered) was to haue kept his auncient truthe and oulde allegeaiice, rather then to be the occasion, of nevve warre and freashe discencion: aduertisyng hym farther, that it was not the poynt of a wise ma, to leaue and let passe, the certain for the vncertain, admonishyng hym also, not to myngle and mixte his safetie and surenesse, with the vnstablenesse and vnsuretie of his newe alye, and cosyn, kyng Charles When the messenger was departed, the kyng of England arid his counsaill, thought and determined, to worke some displeasure to the duke, ami to set some conspiracie, against hym in his awne coutrey. Wherfore by rewardes, they did suborne and corrupt certain gouernors and rulers, of tounes and cities, within the dukes countreis and dominios, (which nacions surely, be euer procliue & ready, to commocion and rebellion.) Hut the Gantoys, whiche of that feate euer bare the bell, and wer the common rysers, against their souereigne lordes, some of them imagenyng, that the power of the Englishmen, was not long like to continue, within the realme of France, more for feare, then loue of their Duke, sat still and mooed not, but let other tounes alone, whiche sore troubled the Dukes wittes, and agreate while, did disquiet and vexe his senses. THIS yere the. xiiij. dale of September, died Ihon duke of Bedford, Regent of Fraunce, a man, as pollitique in peace, as hardy in warre, and yet no more hardy in warre, then merciful!, when he had victory, whose bodye was, with greate funerall solempnitie, buried' iu the Cathedral! churche of our Lady, in Roan, on the Northside of the high aulter, vndor a sumptuous and costly monument: whiche tombe and sepulture, when kyng Lewes the. xj. sonne to this kyng Charles, which recouered again Normandy, did well aduise and behoulde, certayne noblemen in his company, hauyng more youthe then discrecion, and more enuie'in their hartes, then consideracions of their parentes, counsailed hym to deface and plucke. doune the tombe, and to cast the deede carcasse into the feltles: affirming, that it was a greate dishonor, bothe to the kyng and to the realme, to se the enemie of his father, and theirs, to haue so solempne & riche memorial. Kyng Lewes aunswered again, saiyng : what honor shall it he to vs, or to you, to breake this moimmet, and to pull out of the ground and take vp, the deed bones of hym, who in his life, neither my father, nor your progenitors, with all their power, puyssaiice, and fredes, wer once able, to make flie one foote backward, but by his strength, witte, and pollicie, kepte theim all out of the principal! dominions, of the realme of Fraunce, and out of this noble and famous duchie of Normandy : wherfore I saie, first, God haue his soule, & let his body now lye in reste, whiche, when he was a Hue, would haue disquieted the proudest of vs all : and as for the tombe, I assure you, is not so decent, nor conuenient for hym, as his honor and Actes deserued, although it wer ixmche richer, and. more beautifull. The. liiii. y«re. «i THE. xiiu. YERE: AFter the death of this noble prince, and valeaunt capitain, the bright sunne that commonly shone in France faire and beautifully vpon the Englishmen, began to b? cloudie and daily to waxe darker: for the Frechmen seyng the chief capitain taken awaie. began not only to refuse their ooedience, and loyaltie, which thei had sworne, and promised to the kyng of Lnglande, but takyng swearde in hande, rebelled, persecuted, and openly defied the Englishmen,
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 179 Englishmen, yet all these mischaunces, not one poynt abated, the valeaut corages of the Englishe people: for theynothyng mistrustyng God, nor good Fortune, set vp a newe saile, and began the warre new again, and appoynted for regent in Fraunce, Richard duke of Yorke, sonne to Richard erle of Cambridge. Although the duke of Yorke, bothe for birthe and convge, was worthy of this honor and preferment, yet he was so disdained of Edmond duke of Somerset, beyng cosin to the kyng, that he was promoted to so high an office, (whiche he in verie decde, gaped and loked for) that by all waies and meanes possible, he bothe hindered and detracted hym, glad of his losse, and sory of his well dooyng, causyng liym to linger in Englande, without dispatche, till Paris and the floure of Fraunce, were gotten by the Frenche kyng. The duke of Yorke, perceiuyng his euill will, openly dissimuled that, which he inwardly thought priuely, eche workyng thynges, to the others displeasure. This cancard malice, and pestiferous diuision, so long continued, in the hartes of these twoo princes, till mortall warrc consumed theirn bothe, and almoste all their lynes and ofsprynges, as within few yeres you shall perceiue and se. THE Normans of the countrey of Caux, bcyng somwhat hartened, by the death of the duke of Beclforde, began a newe rebellion, and slewe diucrse Englishmen, and robbed many praty tounes, whiche wer of kyng Heries faccion & part, & toke the toune of Ilarflew by assaute, and diuerse other tounes. The lorde Talbot beyng aduertised, of thys rebellion, sent for the Lorde Scales, sir Thomas Kiricll, and the lorde Hoo, whiche afflicted and plagued the people of Caux, that they slew aboue fiue thousand persones, and brent all the tounes, and villages in the countrey, not beyng walled, so that in that parte, was neither habitacion nor till.ige, for all the people fled into Britayne, and all the beastes of the countrey, wer brought to Cawdebec, wher a good shepe was sould for an Englishe peny, and a kowe for xii. pence. Daily was skirmishyng & fightyng in euery part, in so mnche that the Lorde Scales with foure hundred Englishemen, discomfited at the Rye beside Roan, the lleire and fiftenc hundred valeaunt Frcnchernen, and sir Richaide Reignold de Fountaynes, sir Aleyne Gerond, Alayne de Monsay, and Geffrey Grame capilain of the Scottcs, and thre hundred, and mo wer taken prisoners, beside seuen fa ire and pleasant coursers. But this victorie staied not the hartes of the Frenche nacion, for their myndes were so full of treason, and their malice so greate against the Englishemen, that many tounes turned, to the parte of kyng Charles, without conquest or desire, and diuerse were sould for couetousnes, and many were deliuered by treason, as Dcpe, Boys de Vynceimes, and other. HERE is one especiall poynte to be noted, that either the disdayne ernongest the chief peres of the realme of Englande, (as you haue hearde,) or the negligence of the kynges counsaill, (whiche did not with quicke sight, forese and preuent thynges for to come) was the losse of the whole dominion of Fraunce, beUvcnc the riuers of Soame and Marne, and i« especiall of the noble citee of Paris. For where before tymes there were sent ouer, for the aide and tuicion of the tounes, and citees, brought vnder the obeysaunce, of the English nacion, thousandes of men, apte and mete for the warre, and defence: now were sent into Fraunce, hundrecles, yea scores, some rascal 1, and some not able to drawe a bowe, or cary a bill. For the lorde Willoughby, and the bishop of Tyrwyne, whiche had the gouernaunce, of the greate and large citie of Paris, had in their company, not two thousande Englishmen. Whiche weakenes kyng Charles well perceined. Wherefore he appoynted Arthur of Britayne, the Erie of Dnmoys Bastarde of Orleaunce, the Lordes de la Roche, and Lisle Adame, and other valeaunt capitaines, aswell Burgonyons as Frenche, to go before Paris, trusting by the fauor of certain citezen?, with whom he had greate intelligence, and knewe thenglishemennes power and doynges, shortly to be lorde of the citee and toune, •without any greate losse or battaill. So these capitayncs came before the citee of Paris, but perceiuyng, that all thynges succeded not, accordyng to their expectacio, returned to Mount Marter, and the next daie, sodainly set on the toune of sainct Denise, where, the Englishemen manfully defended theim selfes, but beyng oppressed with so greate a multitude, they wer compelled to flie into the Abbaye, and into the Toure of Venyn, for succor A a 2 and
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    THE. XIIIJ. YERE OF 1 V 0 and refuge: in whiche conflicte two hundred Englishemen wer slainj and the rest, vpon a reasonable composition, rendered the toune, and departed to Pans. THOMAS Lorde Beaumond, whiche of late was come to Pans with eight hundred men issued out of Paris, with sixe hundred souldiors, onely mtendyng to se, and vieue the dbyogea and nombre of the Frenche armye, but he was sodamly espied, and compassed about! : so, that within a small space, he was discomfited and taken, and with hym foure score prisoners, beside two hundred which wer slain on the feld, and the remnaunt chased to the very gates of the citee. The Parisians and in especiall the Master of the Halles, and some of the Vniuereitie, and Michael Laillier, and many notable burgesses of the toune, (whiche, euer with anEnglishe countenaunce, couered a Frenche harte) perceiuyng toe weakenes of the Englishemen, and the force and strengths of the Frenchemen, signifiyng to the Frenche capitaines, their mindes and intentes, willed them to come with all diligence, to receiueso riehe a prey to them, without any difficultie, offred and geuen. The Constable delaiyng no tyme, came with his power, and lodged by the Charter-hous : and the lerde Lisle Adame, approchyng the walles, shewed to the citezens, a charter, sealed with the greate scale of kyn'g Charles, by the whiche he had pardoned them their offences, and graunted'to them all the old liberties and auncient priuileges, so they would hereafter be to hym, obedient, true, and scruiceable. . Whiche thyng to theim declared, they ranne about the toune, criyng: sainct Dcnise, liue kyng Charles. The Englishemen perceiuyng this, determined to kepe the gate of. S. Denise, but they were deceiued, for the cheynes were drawen in euery streate, and women and children cast doune stones, and scahlyng •water on the Englishemennes heddes, and the citezens persecuted them, from streate tostreate, and from lane to lane, and sleweand hurt, diuerse and many of theim. The bishop of Tyrwyne, Chauncellor there for kyng Henry, and the lord Willoughby, and sir Simon Moruier, toke great pain, to appcace the people, and represse their furie: but when they saw, that all auailed not, they withdrue theimselfes, to the Bastell of sainct Anthony, whiche fortresse, they had well vitailed and furnished, with men and munitions. WHILES this rumor was in the toune, therle of Dumoys & other scaled the walles, and some passed the Riuer by boates, and opened the gate of sainct lames, at the whiche the Constable with his banner displaied entered, at whose entrie, the Parisians wer very glad, and made greate ioye. The bishop and the Lorde Willoughby, with their small copany, defended their fortresse, tenne daies, lokyng for aide, but when they sawe that no comforte appered, they yelded their fortresse, so that they & theirs, with certain baggage, might peaceably returne to Roan, wliiche desire was to them graunted. Then as they departed, the Parisians rayled, mocked, and taunted the Englishmen, with the moste spitefull worries, and shameful termes, that could be inuented ordeuised: so that all men maie apparauntly perceiue, that their hartes neuer thought, as their toungues vttered. For notwithstanding their obeysaunce and fidelitie, sworne to Kyng Henry, and nothyng regardyng the finall coinposicion, to the which they had sette their common scale, when they sawe thenglishmen at the weakest, they turned the leafe and sang another song: declaryng to all men their inconstaunt hartes, their waueryng mindes, and vntrue demeanor. Thus was the cite of Paris brought again into the possession of the French kyng, which, thcr altered officers, and ordained lawes, at his pleasure, for the surety & sategarde of hym, his realme, and people. AFTER this glorious gain, the Frenche kyng besieged the toune of Crayle, vpon Oyse, wherof sir William Chaberlayn, was capitain, whiche, with fine hundred Englishmen, issued out of the toune, and after long fight, discomfited his enemies, and slewe twoo hundred, and toke a greate nombre prisoners: the remnaunt not likyng their market, departed to Champeigne, and other tounes ariioynyng. Duryng whiche season, xii. Burgesses of the toune of Gysors, solde it ibr money to Poyton of Xantrayles, but he had not the Castle deliuered. Wherfore with all his power, he besieged thesame, wherof the Lorde Talbot beyng aduertised, sent for the lorde Scale*, and they bothe with. xvhi. hun3 dred

  

  
    Page 190
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.02% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 181 drcd men, rescued the Castle, toke the toune, and discomfited their enemies, and slewe of theim aboue foure hundred persones. Now was the the old prouerbes verefied, that he that commeth a dale after the taire, commeth to late, and when the stede is stollen, it is no bote to shutte the stable dore. Tor when Paris, sainct Denise, sainct Gerrnayns in Lay, and many other tounes in Fraunce, were taken and betrayed, for lacke of succors and sufficient garrisons, then the duke of Yorke appoynted at the parliament before; to be Regent of Fraunce, and by the disdaine and enuie of the duke of Somerset, and other, not till now dispatched, was sent into Normandy, with eight thousande men, and in his company, the Erles of Salisbury, and Suffolke, and the Lorde Fawconbridge, and ditierse valeaunt capitaines. When he was landed at Harflewe, the Erie of Salisbury, besieged the Castle of Chamboys, whiche shortly was to hym rendered. Then the Duke remoued to Roan, where he set good orders, and did greate Justice in the countrey, wherfore the Normans in their Chronicle, highly extoll and muche magnifie hym, for that poynte : howbeit, they saie, that he gat by long siege, the toune and Abbay of Fecape, and did none other notable act, duryng the tyme of his rule and gouernaunce. PHILLIP Duke of Burgoyne whiche, (as you haue heard) brake bothe his othe and promise with the kyng of England, imagened with hymself, that the Englishmen were like shortely, to be expulsed out of al the tounes on that side the sea, and that they had no certain refuge nor place to resorte to, out of ieoperdy, but onely the toune of Calice. Wherfore he assembled his counsaill, and the heddes of the cities and tounes of Flaunders, Brabant, IIollande, and Zelande, in the toune of Gaunt, vvhcr was declared to them, the right, title, and interest, that he had to the toune of Calice, and the countie of Guysnes, as a very patrimony, belongyng to his inheritaunce: shewyng farther, that thesaid toune was the golffe, and swallower vp, of all the golde & siluer of his countries and dominions, foa asmuche as ther, was the staple of wooles, tynne, leade, and other marchaundise, for the whiche, the Englishemen would take no common currant money, but only gold and siluer, to the greate impouerishinent of his seigniories, and Regions: saiyng farther, that Calise onely was the common stop, betwene his countreis and Britayne, and Spayne, so that Southward, nor Westwarde, his subiectes could not passe, without the daungier of that toune. Wherefore these detrhnentes considered, he determined, (if they -would assent) shortly to recouer and conquer, that toune and the countie of Guisnes. To this purpose all the counsaill, and c5mon people, not onely agreed, but also promised aide, bothe of men and money. Lorde how the Flemines bragged, and the Hollanders craked, that Calice should be wonne and all the Englishemen slain, swearyng, and staryng, that they would haue it within thre dales at the moste : thynkyng verely, that the toune of Calice, could no more resist their puyssaunce, then a potte of double beere, when they fall ta quaffyng. TO tel you whatordenauce was new cast, what pouder was bought what engynes were deuised, what harneis was prouided, what vitale was purueyed for this greate enterprise: I will not comber you in rehersyng euery thyng perticulerly because the Flemynges write, that the prouision was more then toung could speake, or harte could thinke yet you rnaie beleue as you list. These doynges were not so priuie, but sir Ihon Radclifte duputic of the toune of Calice, was therof enformed and shortly of thesame, aduertised kyng Henry, and his counsaill, whiche incontinent sent thither, the Erie of Mortayne sonne to the Duke of Somersette,: and the Lorde Cammeys with. xv. C. men, and greate foyson of vitaile, whiche issued out of Calice, and came before Grauelyne, where thei wcreucountred, with a greate nombre of Flemynges, whiche were shortly discomfited, and foure hundred of theim slain, and sixe score taken prisoners, andcaried to Calice. And within twoodaies after, the Englishmen draue by fine force, the lordes of Wauerayn and Bado, to the barriers of Arde, & discomfited the company to the ndber of. xv. C. and slewe. vij. valeaunt capitaines, and toke many gentlemen prisoners. Phillip duke of Burgoyne, abidyng still in his high & warlike enterprise, assebled together of Flemynges, Pycardes, Holladers, and Henowiers a great army,, to the nombre of., xl. M. so well armed, so wel vitailed, so weL furnished with ordenaunce,. & so :
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    -182 THE. XIIIJ. YERE OF & *o well garnished in al thynges, that thei thought in their hartes, and blasted emongest theirn selfcs, that the Calicians, would leaue the tonne desolate, & flie for their sauegard, beam-)* onely the approchyng of the Gauntoys. But thei reckened before their host, and so paied more then their shotte came to. When this gallant army, was passed the water at Grauelyn, the duke intending to begin his greate conquest, besieged and assauted the litle and poore Castle of Oye, whiche hauyng in it but. L. souldiors, of ;he whiche. xii. sold their liues derely, the remnaunt compelled by necessity yeilded thernselfes symplie to the duke, whiche to please the Gauntoys, beyiigof the moste puissaunt copanyinbis army, liberallygaue to the bothe the Caslle and the prisoners, as a signe and token of good lucke, and fortunate the rest. AFTER this victory, litle honorable and lesse profitable, the Pycardes besieged the Castle • of Marke, and three tymes assauted it, more to their losse, then gayne. The Englishemen within, whereof sir Ihon Geddyng was capitain, set out the banner of sainct George, and rang the belles, to the intent to haue succors from the toune of Calice. But the capitaines there, rnyndingnot to lese the more for the lesse, nor thesubstaunce for the accident, wished them good lucke, and good fortune without any aide sedyng. For doubt of the dukes great army & power, The souldiors within Marke, beyng but twoo hundred and sixe, seyng no hope of succor, and desperate of Comfort, rendered theimseifes to the duke vpon condicion : that their lifes and lymmes should be saued, and so thei wer conueyed in suer custody, to the tonne of Gaunt, and the castle of Marke was rased and defaced. AFTER this act dooen, the duke of Burgoyne, accompanied with the Duke of Cleues, the Erie of Estampes, the Lordes of Dantoyng, Croy, Cresquy, Humyers, and many other vale-aunt Barons, & knightes, with his greate army, came before the toune of Calice, and placed his siege about thesame, moste to his aduauntage, and to the moste displeasure of his enemies. Me gatie three great assautes to the toune, but his people wer not so fierce to assaur, but thenglishemen wer as quicke to defend : so that he gainyug so litle at these, iii. enterprises, was contet to abstain fro farther approching toward the walles. At the first assaut the lieire, whiche was come to se the duke of Burgoyn, was sore wounded and hurte. Beside this, the duke had daily one great iye sore, which was by cause that at euery tyde, shippes arriuedin the hauen, out of England, openly before his face, laden with victail, municios, and men and also the Calicians would for the nonce, putte out cattaill into the marish, vnder the toune walles, to thentent to prouoke the Flemmyngs to come within their catchyng, and daun 1 gier, whiche beyng couetous of prey and gayne, often aduenturcd, and seldome returned again: for many by this meancs wer taken prisoners, but many mo slain with ordenaunce. The duke one day rode about, to vicue and behold the situation, and the walles of the toune, to thentent to take his moste aduautage. either by assaute or shot of ordenaunce. He was quickcly espied and with the stroke of a Canon, a tropeter whiche rode next before him and .11 i • > • after deuised how to stoppe the hauen, so that no succors should entre there, and also to prohibite thi- within the loune, to make any egresse or rode outward, and so by this meanes, to famine and compell them to yield, and rendre the toune. This deuise was set forward, jlnd nothyng slepte: for. iiij. great hulkes wer laden, with great square stones, semented £ loyned together with lead, to thentent that they should lye still, like a moot and not to seuer a sunder. Ihese shippes with the renauntof the dukes name, wer coueyed into the mouth ofCalice hauen, and in a lull sea by craft and pollicie, were sounkcdoune to the ground, but whether ^od would not that the hauen should be destroyed, either theconueyers of the hulkes, knewe the very channel, these foure great shippes at the lowe water, laie openly vpon thesandes, " without
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 183 •without any hurte doyng to the rode or chanel, which whe the souldiors had perceiued, they issued out ofthetoune, and brake the shippes, and caried bothe the stones and the tyiubre into the toune, which serued them well, to their fortificacions. The seconde deuise was also accom[)lished, whiclie was a strong bastell, set on a litle mountayne, furnished with. iiij. C. men and muche artilarie, whiche fortresse did let thenglishemen to issue out, when they would, to their greate displeasure and disturbaunce. WHILES these thynges wer in doyng, there ariued into the dukes army, an herault of England called Pembroke, belonging to the duke of Gloucester, whiche declared to the duke of Burgoyne, that the Protector of England his master, (if God would send him windeand wether) would geuebattail tohym and his whole puyssauce, either there, or in any other place, within his awne countrey, where he would appoynt : but the dale he could not assigne, because of the inconstancie of the wind, and rnutabilitie of the aire. The duke (like a noble man) aunswered the herault: sir saie to your master, that his request is both honorable and reasonable, howbeit, he shall not nede to take pain, to seke me in myne awne countrey, for (GOD willyng) he shall tinde me here, till I haue my will of the toune, ready to abide hym, and all the power that he can make. After this aunswere made, the Heraulte was highly feasted, and had a cup and a hundred golden gyldens, to hym deliuered for a rewarde, and so returned to Calice. After whose departure, the duke called a greate counsaill, in the chief pauilion of the Gauntoys, and there declared bothe the heraultes message and his aunswere, desiryngthem to regard his honor, the estimacion of their countreis, and the honesties of themselfes, and like men to receiue their enemies, and valeauntly to defende their aduersaries, promisyng to theim victory, gain and perpetual glory. Lorcle how the Flemynges threatened, how the Pycardes craked, and how the Hollanders sware that thenglishme should be killed and slain, promisyng to the duke rather to dye then to flie, or to be recreaunt. Whiles this great matter was in consultacion, the Calicians, not well contented with the bastell, whiche the Duke had newly builded, issued out of the toune, in a great nombre, part on foote, and part on horsebacke*. The footemen ran to assaut the bastile, and the horssemen, went betwene the army and the assailautes, to stop the aydc and succors whiche might come. Thealarmy was sounded, insomuch that the Duke in proper persone, was rommyng on foote to releue his people, but by the meanes of the horsrnen, he was staied and kept backe a space, in the whiche delayc of tyme, the Englishmen by fine force gat the place, and slewc. Clx. persones, the remnaunt were taken prisoners, and defaced the fortresse, and set it on tire: cariyng with them, al the ordinance and artilerie, into the toune of Calice, to the great displeasure, of the Duke and his counsaill. The nexte dale after, there sprang a rumor in the army (no man could tell, how) that the Duke of Gloucester with a greate puyssaunce, was all ready embarked and shipped, and would arriue at the nexte tyde, and come doune before Calice and raise the siege. What was the very cause, I cannot truly write: but surely, the same night the Duke fled awaie, and sent in all hast to the Lorcle of Croye, to reise his siege before Guysnes, whiche tidynges were to hyui very ioyous, for he neither got nor saued: so these twoo capitaines departed, leauyng behynde, bothe ordinaunce, vitaill, and greate riches. The Frenche writers, to saue the honor of the Duke of Burgoyne, saie, that there was a certain discord and commocion, emongest the Fleminges and duche nacion : affirmyng, that the great lordes. and the Pycardes, (whom the Frenchemen greatly extoll) would bctraye and sell the Fleminges, and their frendes, & that, for thesame cause, in a greate fury they cried, home, home, & would not tary, for no request the Duke could make, nor no exhortacio that could be giuen: and so by their misgouernaunce, the Duke was enforced to raise his siege, and to dcparte. The Flemishe authors affirme the contrary, saiyng: that they wer ready to abide the comyng of the duke of Gloucester, but the duke of Burgoyn fearyng to be trapped, betwene the duke of Gloucesters army before, and the garrison of Calice behynde, so that he could escarp by no waie, fled away in the night, geuyng to theim no warnyng before. So that for k :ke .jf tyme, and couenient space, to lade and cary their stuffe, and beyng commaunded to retire with allspede and diligence, thei were compelled to lose and leaue behynde theini:
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    184 THE. XV. YERE OF theim, -their vitaill, and tentes, to their great losse and detriment. Now it is at your liberties, (gentle reders) whether you will geue credite to the Frenchmen, (whiche wer absent, and no doers inthe acte) or to the Flemynges, (which were partakers of the losse and dishonor.) .But the infallible veritie is, that he fled the. xxvj. daie of luly in the night, and the next dale in the mornyng, the duke of Gloucester, landed in Calicehauen, and straight went into the Campe, where his enemies, the night before were lodged, and there he founde many goodly peaces of ordenauce, and inespecially one, called Dygeon, named after the chief toune of Burgony, beside pauilios, wine, beere, ineale, and innumerable vitaill. THE Duke of Gloucester, seyng his enemies reculed, hauyng in his company, xxv. M. men, entered into Flaunders, burnyng houses killyng suche as would resist, destroiyng the countrey on euery parte, settyng fire in the tounes of Poporniche and Baillens, and wasted the suburbes of many faire citees, and in al this waie, thei lost no man, nor sawe any creature appere, to defend the countrey. After, they passed by Newe Castle and destroyed Rymesture, and Vall5 Chappell, and then entered into Arthoys, to Arques, £ Blandesques, settyng fire in euery part where thei came. Thus they passed by sainct Omers to Gnysnes, and so to Calice atsixe weeks ende, where they were well refrcasshed : for in all this iorney, they had litle pleritie of good bread, whiche caused muche faintnesse, and diuerse diseases in, the army. When the Duke of Gloucester, had sufficiently plagued and wasted the countreys of the Duke of Burgoyn, & brought great preyes of beastes and spoyle, to the toune of Calice, he setlyng there all thynges in good ordre, returned in to England, where he was aduertised, how lames kyng of Scottes, contrary to his othe, league and promise, had besieged the Castle of Rokesborough, with thirtie thousande men, whereof sir Raufe Grave was capitain, whiche manfully defended it. xx. daies, but the Scottish kyng beyng aduertised that the Erie of Northumberlande, was commyng to fight with hym, fledde with no lesse losse, then dishonor, to his toune of Edenbrough. THE. XV. YERE, yere. AFtcr this dangerous businesse finished, and for a time ended, by meane of frendes, and desire of Princies, a truce or abstinence of warre for a certaine tyme, was moued betwene the Kyng of Englande, and the duke of Burgoyne, for whiche cause wer sent to Grauelyne for the kyng of Englande, the Cardinall ofWynchester Henry BeautFord, Ihon Lorde Moubrey Duke of Norffolke, Humfrey Erie of Stafford, and diuerse other well learned and honorable personages: and for the duke there appered the duches his wife, the bishop of Arras, the lorde of Croy, and diuerse other. At whiche treatie, a truce was taken for a small tyme, and for a Jesse space obserued. Whiche abstinence of war, was concluded betwene the kyng of Englande, and the duchesse of Burgoyne, (enterlessyng the duke and his name.) Some thinke that the kyng of England, would neuer enter in league with hym, because he had broken his promise, writyng, and fidelitie, written, sealed, and sworn to hym, and to his father. Other imagened, this to be doen by a cautell, to cast a myst before the Frenche kynges iycs, to the intent he should beleue, that this feate was wrought by the duchesse without assent or knowledge of the duke or his counsaill, and so he was not bounde to accomphshe, any acte or thyng doen in his wifes treatie. Thus you may se, that princes sometyine, with suche vain gloses, and scornefull exposicions, will hide their doynaes and cloke their purposes, to thentent that thei would not, either be espied, or plucke their heckle out of the coller, at their pleasure. But, (as the common prouerbe saieth) he whiche is a promise breaker, escapeth not al way free : for it is well sene, that daily it chaunceth, bothe to princes and meane persones, that for breakyng of faithe, and not kepvn* of promThrwn? dlsPleasures arise' and innumerable inconueniences ensue rftK.} I* Sear?n> K^ryne queue and mother to the kyng of England, departed out .of ths transitory life & was buned by her husband, in the* minster of Westmynster. »oman, after the death of kyng Henry the fifth her husband, beyng young and lusty, folowyng
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. ]85 folowyngraore her awne appetite, then fremlely counsaill, and regardyng more her priuate aftbccion, then lier open honour, toke to husband priuily, a goodly gentilrmin, & a beautyful person, garnished with many Godly gyftes, both of nature & of grace, called Owen Teutiier, a ma. brought furth and come of the noble lignage, and ancient lyne of Cadwaleder, the laste kyng of the Brytons, by whoine she conceyued and broughte forthe. iii. goodly sonnes, Edmond, lasper, and another, whiche was a monke in Westmynster, and liued a small tyme, and adoughter, which in her youth departed out of this transitorie life: After whose deathe kynge Henry, because they were his bretherne of one wombe deseeded, created Edmonde, erle of Rychemonde, and lasper, erie of Pembroke, whiche Edmond engendered of Margaret, doughter and sole heyre to Ihon, duke of Somerset, Hery, which after was king of this realtne, called king Henry theseuenth, of whom you shal heare morfe hereafter. Thys Owen, after the death of the Quene his wife, was apprehended and admitted to ward, because that contrary to the statute made in the. vi. yere of this kyng, he presumptuously had rnaried the Quene, without the kynges fcspeciall assent, and agrement, out of which pryson he escaped, and let out other with him, and was agayne apprehendyd, & after escaped agayne. THE duchesse of Bedford sister to Lewes, erle of sainct Paule, myndyng also to marye, rather for pleasure then for honour, without coiisayl of her frendes, maryed a lusty knyght, called sir Richarde Wooduile, to the great displeasure of her vncle the bisshop of Tyrwyne, and the erle her brother : but they now coulde not remedie it, for the chuiice ivas cast and passed. This sir Richard was made Baro of Riticrs, and after erle, and had by this Lady, many noble sonnes, and faire daughters: whereof one was Lady Elizabeth, after Quene of Englande, maried to Kyng Edward the fourth, (as here after you shal perceiue.) WHILES this manage was celebratyng, lane late Quene of Englande, and before Duchesse of Britayne, doughter to the kyng of Nauer, & wife to kyng Henry the. iiij. died at th& manner of Haueryng, and was buried by hen- husband at Canterbury, in which time 'dis-'" ceased the countesse of Wanvicke, and Henry Archebishop of Yorke. I thought here to omit and ouerpasse, the regainyng and conquest of the strong toune of llarflew, once Englishe and after, (by craft) turned to the Frenche part, except the Frenche writers more then the English authors, had made mencion, and remembraunce, of tlie reduccion of the same. For they saie and aflirmc, that the Duke of Somerset, accompanied with the Lordes of Fauconbridge, Talbot, sir Franceis Surrien Arragonoys, Mathew Gou"hj Thomas Paulet, Thomas Haringto, Walter Limbrike, Ihon Geddyng, William Wat ton, Esquieres, and Thomas Hylton Balife of Roan, with a great puissaunce of the Englishe partie, compassed about and besieged the tonne of Harflew, bothe by water, and by land. The capitaine within the toune, was called sir Ihon Destonteuile, and sir Robert his brother, with other to the nombre of sixe hundred good fightyng men. The assailaivntes lost no tyme but made trenches, and cast diches, bothe to assaute the toune, and also to let the Frenche succors, that they should neither approche, nor ayde, the citezens shut in & besieged. Diuerse assautes wer geuen, which wer manfully resisted: but more to the losse of the defenders,, then the assauters. Beside this, thenglishemen laied greate ordiimunce, before the gate of the toune, whiche continually vexed the inhabitautes, and ouer thiewe buyldynges, and destroyed mancions: so that neither house, nor high way was sure, or refuge to the tonnes men. This siege endured long, to the greate discomfiture of the people: whereof they aduertised the Frenche kyng and his counsaill, whiche sent thither the erle of ewe, therle of Dumoys, called the Bustard of Orleaunce, the valeaunt Bastard of Burbon, the lorde Gaucort, sir Giles of sent Symon, and the chief capitaines of all his realrne, with foure thousand men, bothe pollitique and proued. This valeaunt armie passed the Riuer of Soame betwene Amyas and Corby, not mistrusting to gette that, whiche they lost and left behynd theim, and so thei came before the toune, and diuklcd theselfes in seuerall partes, to their moste aduauntage: daily skirmishyng with thenglishmen, but nothyng preuailyng, & so for feare of losyng honor, and desperacion of gain, the florishyng Frenchemen, returned again with B b muehe �
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    ,85 THE. XV. YERE OF inuche labor, and litle profit. The capitaines of the toune seyng theire pillers broken, and their chief avdcrs discomfited, rendered the toune to the duke of Somerset whiche made there capitaines, Thomas Paulet, William Lymbrike, Christopher Barker, and George sent Geortre, whiche many yeres, (till the dcuision beganne in England) manfully £ valeauntly defended the toune, and hauen : but afterward, when the saied duke was Regent, and gouernor of Normally, he not onely loste the toune, but also the citee of Roan, the Empeire and chief iucll of the saied Duchie, with many other citees and fortresses, whiche he, more by entreatyng, then threatenyng, might still haue holden vnder his subieccio. But all men haue not wit alike, nor all rultfrs be not of one condicion and pollicie. For this duke Edmond, gatte this toune with great glory, when he was but a deputie, vnder the Regent, and after, beyug gouernor himself, lost the same, and all the whole duchie, to his greate sluundcr and infamy, (as hereafter you shall perceiue). But, who can preuent fortunes chaunce, or haue spectacles to se all thynges to come, or chaunces that be present: scyng God disposrth that man purposeth, and dial all worldely deuLscs, andmannes cogitacions, be vncertain and euer vnperfite. ALTHOVGH I haue long talked of Fraunce, yet I may not forget the doable dealing, & craftie demeanor, of lames Kyng of Scottes: whiche beyng, (as you haue heard) late prisoner in Englande, notoncly was garnished with learnyng and Ciuiiitie, (whiche thynges, wer rare and straunge before that time, within the reahne of ScotlFtd) but also set at iibcrtic, and honorably sent home. And to the intent that his amitie might be perpetuall, and that loue might continually succeade betwenc bothe the reahnes, by his tneane and accord : firste, his greate raunsome was abridged, and diminished, and after, he was ioyned in mariage, with one of the blond royal, to thentent that he, and his heires, should be vnited and knit, to the progeny of England, with an indossoluble knot, like tlie twisted tree, whiche cannot seuer, aiul like the hard flinte, whiche \\ill not waxe soft: yet this vngentle prince, and forgetfull frend, puttyng in obliuion, hothe the dutic of his obeysafice toward his souereigne and liege lorde, and the oth and promise, that he made to kyug Henry, when he did to hym homage, and liege at the Castle of Wyndesore, (as before you haue heard) turned his backe to his trend and kyiljman, and loked to y French part, which neuer did hym honor nor profile, not onely sendyng into Fraunce daily, aide & succors against the Englishe nacion, but also by newe aliiaunce, sought and practised wnies and meanes, how to ioyne hymself with forein princes, to greuc and hurte ins neighbors and adioynaantes, of the reahne of England. And although his awne power wer small, to do to them any great damage, yet he thought that he, being linked in suche noble houses, should the lesse feare the malice of his enemies : vpon whiche Ibble foundacion, he concluded, ii. manages the one with Lewes the dolphin sonne to Charles the French kyng, and the other with Fraunces duke of Britayn. Whiche manages, were not desired for loue or riches, but onely for ayde, to resist and driue out the Englishmen out of Fraunce. For the Lady Margcrct maried to the dolphyn, was of suche nasty coplexion and euillsauory breathe, that he abhorred her company, as a cleanc creature, doth a canon: whereupon she conceiued suche au inward grief, that within iewe dales after, she ended her daies. Although this lady had suche impediments, (as you haue heard) yet her sister Isabell, maried to Fiaunces duke of Britayne, lacked', neither excedyngbeautie, nor pleasaunt breath: but as for wit, womanhod, and Ciuile behaiior, she neuer had, nor exercised. Wheiiore, when the duke before his manage, was by his counsaill admonished, to refuse and forsake so innocent a creature, he, more moucd with her fare trice, then her womaly wiscdome, aimswered: that it was ynough for a woman to nidge the difference betwene the sh.u-te and the dul>let of her husbandc, 'and to kaowe hym in the darke, trora another man. FOR these mariages, kyng lames deuiaunded of his commons, a Create subsidv or milage, whiche was sore grudged at, and in manner denied: so that he maried tht-im with e promises, and ayde and succor against thenglishemen, rather then with ba^res of money, c chestes of plate. This forein aliiaunce litle profited, or auayled thTrealme of Scotland. •«*
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    KYNC HENRY THE. VI. 187 Scotland, nor this new amide, defended not kyng lames: for Walter Steward crle of Atholc, (whiche pretendf d a title to the Croune, by reason that he was begotten of kyng Robert the seconde, by his h'rste wife, and by whose occasion, Robert duke of Albany, murdered Dauid duke of Ilothesay, elder brother to this kyng lames, as in the story of kyng Henry the fourth, you haue heard declared) after the coroimcio of kyng lames the first in Scotlande, earnestly sollicited hym to putt to death, duke Murdo, and all the oft'spryng of Robert first duke of Albany, trusting, that after he had destroyed that line, (which was a stop in his waiej to inuent some meane how to destroy the kyng and his children, and so to obtain the crouue and preeminence of the realme. Wherfore, he perswaded Robert Steward his nephiew, and Robert Grame his cosyn, and diuerse other, to murlher and sley the kyng their souercigne Lorde, whiche therto by deuilishc instigacion incensed and procured, came to the toune of Pertho, (commonly called S. Ihos toune) and there entred into the kynges priuy chambre, and slcwe first diuerse of his seruauntes, whiche made resistance, & after killed the kyng with many mortall strokes, and hurte the Quene, whiche, in defence of her husband, felled one of the tray tore. When this vngracious decde was blowen about the toune, the people rose in greate plumpes, and found out the princequcllers, and theirn brought to straight prisone, whiche afterward, (accordyng to their dcsertes) were with most terrible tormentes, put to death and executed, AFTER lames the first, succeded lames the seconde, his eldest sonne, whiche fearing sedicion and ciuile discord, vexed more his awne nacion, then the Englishe people. NOW leauyng Scotland, let vs returne to the busines of Frauce. Whiles the Scottes wer compassyng, how to destroy their kyng: The lorde Talbot, with a greate company, laied siege to the Castle of Tankeruile, whiche after foure monethes, was to hym simplie rendred, and gyuen vp. This toune was no greate gain to the Englishemen : for in the meane season, the Frenche kyng in his awne persone, besieged the strong toune of Monstreau Faultios, whereof Thomas Gerard was capitain: whiche, more for desire of rewarde, then for feare of enemies, sold the tonne to the Frenche kyng, and had of him greate gii'tes, and good chere, whiche afterward was well knowen, to his shame and reproche. This toune had been rescued, or the Frenche Kyng foughten with all, if one chauncc had not happened: for the duke of Yorke was discharged of the ofiice of Regent, and the erle of Warwicke preferred to thesame, so that ihe duke of Yorke liyng at Roan, would, haue gladly rescued the toune, if his authoritie had not surceased, and the Erie of Warwicke could not, lor the wind was so cleane cotray to him, that he and his army, taried for the winde abouc tenne wekes. And so betwene the discharge of the one, and the charge of the other, this toune of Mostreau, was deliuered and solde. TI1IS presente yere, was a parliament kcpte at Westminster, in the whiche wer diuerse and notable conclusions ordained and taken, aswell for the prescruacion of peace and concord at home, as for the maintenance of warre, and host ili tie in outward regions: in the whiche parliament, (who so will loke on the actes) shall perceiue that one act made, for byyng & sellyng by strangers, was profitable to the publique wealth of this realme, if it wer wel kept, (as a few good actes or none be either by the negligece of y gouernors, or by the insolencie & pride of the people.) NOW must we speake somewhat of Charles the Frenche kyng : whiche after he had gained again the citee of Paris, and diuerse other touncs, was so putted vp with pride, that he thought it but a trifle, to conquere Normandy, and expnlse all the Enplishe nacion, . out of his countreys and seigniories. Wherfore, he sent Arthur of Britayn, Constable of Fraunce, & Iho duke of Alason, into Normandy with a great army, whiche besieged the, toune of Aurauches, standyng vpo the knop of an hill, nere to the Ikitishe sea, bothe well walled and well manned. While they laie there long, litle gettyng and muche spendyng, the lorde Talbot with a valeaunt company of men, approched nere the Frenchemen, and . encamped themselfes, in the face of their enemies, to prouoke and entise them to battaill and fight. The Frenchmen refusyng this offre, kept theimselfes within their trenches, daily B b a fortifiyng
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    The. xvi. yerc. THE. XVI. YERE OF fortifiyng and repairyng their campe. The Englishemen perceiuyng their doynges, remoued their army halfe a mile farther, geuyng their enemies rome to issue out and to fight, but all this litle auailed: for the Frenchemen laye still and starred not. The lorde Talbot, seyng their faint hartes, reysed his feld, and in the open sight of them all, entred into the toune, and the next daie issued out, and founde the Frenchemen ridyng abrode, to destroye the plain countrey, whom he enuironed, bet, and discomfited, slayng many, and takyng diuerse prisoners. Although the Frechemen gat neither honor nor profite by this iorney, yet they enterprised a greater matter : for Ponthon of Sentrayles and the Heire, with diuerse other capitaines, and a great nombreof Frenchmen, hauyng promise of certain Burgesses of Hoan, to be let secretly into the toune, came forward to a village called Ryse, and there lodged. The lorde Talbot, the lorde Scales, and sir Thomas Kiriell, hearyng of their approche, set out of Roan at midnight, and with greate pain, came to llise in the momyngso coucrtly, that the Frenchemen, beyng sodainly surprised and set on, like men madd and amased, ran away, £ fled: in the chase wer taken the lorde of Fontaynes, sir Alleyne Geron, sir Lewes de Balle, &. Ix. knightes and esquires, beside other, and there wer slain, two hundred and mo: the Heire beyng sore wounded, by the swift.'ies of his horsse, escaped very narowly. The Englishmen returned to the toune of Rise, and found there a greate npmbreof horsses, and other baggages, wliiche thei Joyously brought with them to Roan. H THE XVI. YERE. ON the sixt daie of Noucmbre, this present yere, the erle of Warwicke, as regent of Fraunce, passed the sea, after he had been seuen times shipped and vnshipped, and landed at Humflewe, with a. M. freashe souldiors and came to Roan, and then the duke of Yorke, returned into Englande, neither wholy pleased, nor halfe content. For he secretly smelled, that some men, priuely disdained his aduancement, and enuied his promocio : yet, (like a wise man) he kept his toung close, whatsoeuer his harte thought. Betwene the chaunge of these tivoo capitaines, the duke of Burgoyue, {whiche sore enuied the glory of thenglishmen) besieged the Castle of Croytoy, with tcnne thousande men and mo, hauyng with Erie of Warwicke hearyng 'r Thomas Kiriell, sir Ihon j and diuerse other knightes and esquiers, and many tall yeomen, to the nombre of liue thousand men, whiche passed the lliuer of Soame, beside the toune of. S. Valery : for the passage of Blach Taque, was very dangerous to go through, because the duke of Burgoyne had laied tliere ordinaunce, and other cngyns, to let, trouble and stoppe the Englishemen to go ouer at that foorde. And yet, where the lord Talbot passed, his men went in the water vp to the chinne, so glad wer the men to rescew their felowes. When the duke of Bnrgoyn was enformed of the approchyng of the lorde Talbot and other, he with all his power, sauyng foure hundred, whiche wer left in a bastile, by hym there newly buylded fled to Abbeuile, whiche bastile was sone gained, and the men within, either slain or "taken. AFTER this toune receiued, the lorde Talbot sente woorde to the duke of Bunrpyn that he would vtterly wast and destroy the coutrey of Pycaidy, except he, (like a valeaunt prince) would geue him battail. And accordyng to his promise, he brent tounes, spoyled, and slewc many people in Pycardy, but for all his doynges, the duke would not appere : stale aware irom Abbeuile, and fled to Amyas. So the Lorde Talbot was. xx. daies loll, in the countreis of Pycardy, and Arthoyse, destroiyng and burnyng, all that they could se or come to, and after departed. And in the meane season, sir Thomas Kiriell Jiacl gotten all the dukes canages, and ordenaunce, and left asrauche vitaile in the toune of roytoy, as would seruesixe hundred men a whole yere, and conueyed the remnaunt in safetie,

  

  
    Page 198
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 25.78% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. safetie, to the erle of Warwicke, which not onely rcceiued the capitaines, with good semblaunce, and louing cheare, but also highly magnified their actes, and muche praised their hardinesse. AFTER this enterprise achiued, Henry Erie of Mortaine sonne to Edmond duke of Somerset, arriued at Chierbuege, with foure liundred archers, and thre hundred spcres, and passed through Normandy, till he came into the Countie of Mayne, where, he besieged a castle, called S. Anyan, in the whiche wer three C. Scottes, beside Frenchemen. This Castle he toke by a strong assaut, and slewe all the Scottes, and hanged the Frenchmen, because thei wer once sworne English, and after, brake their othe : and after he gatte also another Castle, twoo miles from sainct lulians, called Alegerche, which was shortly after recouered, and the Lorde Cameuys, whiche came to the rescue of tliesame, in the meane waie was trapped and taken. Thus the victory flowed some tyine on the one parte, and sometyme on the other, but the treason of the Frenchmen, far surmounted in gettyng, bothe the pollicy and strength of the Englishe capitaines: for by the vntruth and perfidy, of the very Burgesses and inhabitautes of the tounes, of Meaux in Brie and. S. Susanne, thesame wer sold and deliuered to the Frenche parte, in the encle of this sixtene yere. tf THE. XVII. YERE. WHat should I rehe'rse the great tempestes, the sharpe blastcs, tlie sodain piries, the vnmesurable wyndes, the continuall raynes, whiche fell and chaunced this yere in England: sithe suche tormentes be bothe natural!, and of God, at his pleasure diuersly ordered and altred. Of these vntemperate stormes, rose suche a scarcely, that wheat was sold at. iii. s. iiii. d. the busshell, wine at. xii. d. the gallon, Bay salt at. xiiii. d. the busshel, and malt at. xiii. s. iiii. d. the quarter, and all other graynes, wer sold of an excessiue price, aboue the olde custome. IN the moneth of lune, the Eric of Huntyngdone, (as Stewarde of Guyen) with twoo. M. archers, and foure hundred speres, was sente into Gascovne, as a suppliment to the countrey, and the commons of thesame. For the kyng of England and his cousail!, wer enformed that therle of Dumoys, lay on y fronters of Tholose, secretly by rewardes and faire promises, entisyng and prouoking diuerse tounes in Guyen, to become French, and leaue thenglishe nacio. Wherfore, this erle (like a pollitique warrior) altered not onely the capitaines, in euery toune & cite, but also remoued the magistrates, and cbaunged the officers, from toune to toune, and from rowme to rownie, so tiiat by this nicanes at that tyme, the erle. of Dumoys, lost bothe trauaile and cost. In thesame moneth also, sir Richard Wooduile, sir William Chaberlain, sir William Peyto, and sir William Story, with a. M. men, wer sent to stuflfe the tounes in Normandy, whiche surely at that tyme, had therof greate nede: for thenglish capitaines, had smul confidence in the Normas, and not to much, in some of their awne nacion. For that harlot bribery, and hcnfelowe couetuousnes, ran so fast abrode with French crounes, that vnneth any creature, (without an especial grace) could hold either had, close, or pursse shut, suche a strong percer is money, and suche a gredie glotton is auarice. You haue heard before, Jiowe that kyii" Charles harte by gettyng of Paris, was set vpon a merie pynne, and thought daily that ail thynges more and more, would bothe applie to his purpose, and folowe his 'appetite. Whiche inuented imaginacion, sodainly bothe deceiued liym, and also appalled his haut coragc, and abated hym somewhat of his proude stomacke. For sodainly there rose a stramige storme, and a quicke pirie, so mischieuous and so pernicious, that nothvng more execrable, or more to be abhorred, could happen in any Christian Region. Whiche sedicious tempest, if wise counsail had not wilh all spede repressed, no doubt, but kyn
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    li)0 THE. XVIII. YEKE OF ouerthrowen. For Lewes Dolphyn of Vyen, and heire apparaunt to kyng Charles, a yong prince, of a froward stomacke and euil condicions, desiryng libertie, and to be out of ward and rule, with such as vrer of his nature and condicions, began to conspire against his father and souereigne lorde. The chief of this vngracious faccion with hym, \ver Iho Duke of Aluunson, and Ihon Duke of Burbon. These confederates gathered together a greate power, and the Dolphyn tooke vpon hym, the rule and gouernaunce of the realme, orderyng causes, not in his fathers name, nor by his authentic, but after his awne will, affecion, and phantasie. When kyng Charles his father, had knowledge of this vnnntnrall disobedience, and insolent and proude doynges, he was (& no inaruel) greatly moued with this sodain commocio: thinkyng hymself borne, & predestinate to trouble, remebryng, that it was no snial thyng, in his awne countrey so many yeres, both with straungers, & with his awne nacio, to fight and striue for rule and dignitie, but now to be costrained, to contend & make war, with his awne sonne and welbeloucd child, for -the Croune and regiment, of his realiue & dominion. Yet these thynges did not bryng hym, beyng a man of greate wit, and counsaill, daily troubled and vnquieted will) calamities and displeasures, into vtter despaire, or extreme wanhope: but like a polliliquc prince, detenninyng to withstand and resist the smoke at the beginnyng, before the fire & flame brast out abrode, called together all suche, as he had either in greate confidence, or opeciall fauor, cotnmunicatyng to them, all his inward thoughtes, and priuie cogitacions. After long consultacion had, it was agreed by the most parte, that this sore was more mete to be cured, by pollitique and wittie handelyng, rather then by force, and dent of sweard. Wherfore, Jetters wer written, and posies wer sent to euery citee and borough, straightly prohibityng all and synguler persones, either to heare, or obey, any precept, or commaundement, set furthe or published, by the dolphyn hymself, or by" other, or in his name, and all offences doen in that confederate, wer by open proclamacion, frely forgeuen and remitted. And beside this, diuerse graue and sage persones, wer sent to the dolphyn, and his alies, to common and coclude a peace, and reconciliacion, betwene the Frencbe kyng and theim, declaryng to them, that their ciuile war, and inward discencion, was the very meane to oause their enemies, vtterly to plague and destroy their natiue countrey, whiche was almoste desolate, and brought into subieccion, by the continual warre practised before. Bv which meanes and perswasions, the knot of this seditious faccio, was losed and dissoluedf: and the kyng with his sonne, and other confederates, openly agreed and apparaiitly pacified. And so the spryng of these mischiuous sectt, was stopped and repulsed, or the flodde hadai-y thyng encreased, or tlowen farther. THE Englishmen (whiche euer sought their aduauntage) hearyng of this domesticall diuision in the realme of Fraunce, raided an anuye, and recouered again diuerse tounes, whiche wer stolleu from theim before, by the French nacion : and made great prouision, to recouer again the citee of Paris, but when thei heard, that the dolphyn was' returned again to his father, and that all his mates, wer ioyned with the French kyns, they left of from that enterprise, and reuokcd their purpose. Thc.xviii. yctc. THE. XVIII. YEKE. rX the rnoneth of Nouembre this presenteyr-re, there was suche a great Frost, and after L. so ( pnr si Sriruvn mot all tha »*mir>.J . . j -.1 . • that so depe aSnowe, that all the ground was couered with white, and all the diches hardened Pom In p1'. W ? r W6a, ,'' PUI thC ^"Sl'shemen in comfort, to recouer again the toune of the u^' Wh6 frenC hJk?°S gotten Before, bycorruptyng with money, diuerse Burges.es of Wherfore, he Enghshmen beyng clothed all m white, with Ihon lorde Clirlbrde i.i! ii Ciipiiain, came in the ms?ht tn tnp nir[i<>a «nri i->ooo«,i *u,.-_ vi of the LVoste and sodainly Lied ^^^^^"^^^S many profitable pnsone™. Whe,, tl,is toune was thus gotten, iorde Kiehard lieaucLmpe erle
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 191 erle of Warwicke and Regent of France, died in the Castle of Roan, and was conueyed info England, and with solempne Ceremonies, was buried in his College of Warwicke, in a verie soleinpne and sumptuous sepulture. THEN was the duke of Yorke again, made regent of Frauuce, whiche accompanied with therleof Oxford, the lorde Bourchier, called erle of Ewe, Sir lames of Ormond, the Lorde Clinton, and diuerse other noblemen, sailed into Normandy: Before whose arriuall, the Frenche kyng beyng sore greued with the takyng of the toune of Pouuthoyse, assembled a great army, and besieged thesaid toune hymself, and made round about it, bastile.s, trenches, & diches, and daily shot ordenaunce, and gaue therunto, diuerse greate and fierce assautes. But Ihon lorde Clifford, like a valcaurit capitain, defended the 'toune with suche valeauntnes, that the Frenchemen rather lost then gayned. The duke of Yorke at his landyng, bailing true knowledge of this siege, sent for the lorde Talbot, and a great nombre ofsouldiors, and so came nere to the toune of Pounlhoyse, and tliere encamped hymself, and sent woorde to the Frenche Kyng. that he was there, ready to geue hym battaill, if he would come out of his campe and Bastiles. Kyng Charles was ruled by his counsaill, whiche in no wise would suffre hym to adtienture his persone, with men of so lowo and ba^e degree: biddynghymTetnembre, what losses he* and his auncesters had susleined, bygeuyng to the Englisliemen battaill: whiche thyng they principally desire, wjllyng hym to kepe his ground still, and to bid theim entre at their perell, and in the mean season, to stoppe the passage of the Riucr of Oyse, so that no vitaile could be brought to the Englishe army by that way, by whiche meanes, he should not onely obte'in his purpose, but also cause the Euglishemen to rccule backc again, for lacke of vitaile and succors. The Duke of Yorke perceiuyng, that the Frenche kyng was nothyng mynded to tight, determined to passe ouer the Hiuer of Oyse, and so to fight with hym in his lodgyng, wherupon he remoued iiis campe and appoynted the lord Talbot and other, to make a countenaunce, as they would passe the Iliuer by force at the gate of Beaumont, and appoynted another copany with boates, of tymbre & ledder, and bridges made of cordes and ropes, (whereof he had greate plentie, caried with hym in Charlottes) to passe ouer the riuer by neth the Abbay. While the lord Talbot made a crye, as though he would assaile the gale, certain Englishmen parsed the water ouer in boates, and drew the bridge ouer, so that a greate nombre wer comen ouer, or the Frenchmen them espied. VV'lien they sawe the channce, they ran like mad men, to stoppe the passage, but their labor was lostc, and all their pain to no purpose: for the moste parte of- thenglishe people wer sodainly transported, in so muche tliat they chased their enemies, by fine force into the loune again, and toke sir Guylliam de Chastell, nephieue to the Lorde Canehy, and diuerse other gentlemen prisoners. The Frenchmen seyng their damage irrecuperable returned to the Frenche kyng, accomptyng to hym their euil chaiice Si vnlucky fortune, which therwith was not alitle displeasatit: and well perceiuyng, that if he taried the comyng of thenglishmen he was like to be either in greate ieopcrdy, or sure to sustein muche dishonor and greate damage. Wherfore he remoued his ordinaunce into the bastile of. S. Martyo, whiche he had newly made, and leauyng behynd hym tiie lorde of Cotigny Ailmirall of Fraunce, with thre. M. men to kepe the bastiles, dislodged in the night from Maubuisson, and came to Poissye: for if he had taried styll in that place, the lorde Talbot with certain of his trustie souldiors, whiche passed the riuer of Oyse in ii. smal lether boates, had cither slain or taken hym, in his lodgyng, the same night. The Englishemen the next daie in good ordre of battaill, came before the touue of Pounthoise, thinkyng there to haue founde the Frenche kyng, but he was gone, and in his lodgyng, they founde greate riches, and muche stuffe, whiche he could not haue space, to conuey, for tea re of the sodain inuasion. Then the Duke of Yorke with his company, entered into the toune, and sent for newe vitaill, and repaired the to tires and bulwerkes about the toune, and diuerse tymes assailed the Ijastile of the-Prencbemcn, of the whiche he passed not greatly, because they wer not of power, either toassaut, or stoppe the vitailes or succors from the toune. The Duke livng thus in the toune Ponthoise, was aduertised, that the Frenche kyng and the dolphyn, with. all the nobilitie of 4 Fraunce,
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    . " THE. XVIII. YERE OF Fraunce, wer lodged in Poissye, wherfore be intendyng once again to offre bym battaiH, left behyud hym there, for capitain, sir Geruays Clifton, with a thousande souldiors, and renioued his army and came before Poysye, and set hymself and his men in good ordre of battaill, redy to figlit. There issued out diuerse gentlemen, to skirmish with the Englishemen, but 'they wer sone discomfited, and foure valeaunt horssemen wer taken prisoners, and diuerse slain. The Eaglishemen perceiuyng the faynte Liartes, and colde corage of their enemies, whiche nothyng lesse desired, then to encountre with the English nacion in open felde, dislodged from Poysye, and came to Mante, and sone after to Roan. WHEN the Regent and the lorde Talbot, wer returned again into Normandy, the Frenetic kyng (for all this euill lucke) forgat not the toune of Ponthoise, and firste he considered, what charges he had susteined, bothe duryng the tyme of the siege, and also in ma kyng bastyles, trenches, and other deuises: and after remembred, thatliis people, and especially°the Parisians (to who this toune was an euill neighbor) would rayle and saie, that he was not able, or lacked corage, to gette so small a toune, or to discomfite halfe a hadfull of amased people. Wherfore these thynges set in ordre, he assembled all his puyssaunce, and returned soduinly again to Ponthoise: where, he firste by assaute gat the churche, and after the whole toune, and toke the capitain prisoner, and diuerse other Englishemen, and slewe to the nombre of foure hundred, whiche derely sold their lifes: for one Frenche writer affirraeth, that the Frenche kyng lost there, thre. M. men and mo, and the whole garrison of the Englishemen, was onely a. M: so thei gayned the toune, but they gat no greate boty of men. When the fame of this victory was blowen abrode, the hartes of the tounes men, began to appall, in somuche, that Melune, Corbuell, Eureux, and diuerse other tounes, yelded and turned at a proude crake, or a Frenche bragge, without stroke 'striken, or any blowe gyueu. AFTER these hote rages, the wether began to wax more temperate for kyng Hery and kyng Charles, wer agreed, to send Ambassadors, to commen and treate some good peace & conclusio, betwene them, & their realmes. So the kyng of England, sent the Cardinal! of "Winchester, with diuerse other noble personages of his counsaill, to Calice, with whom was also sent, Charles Duke of Orleaunce. yet prisoner in England, to thentent that he might be bothe the author of y peace, and procurer of his deh'ueraunce. The Frenche kyng, sent the Archebishop of Reyns, and the Erie of Duinoys: and the Duke of Burgoyne, sent the lorde Croueceur, and diuerse other, because that the duke of Orleaunce was passed the sea with the English Ambassadors, they would mete in none other place to. commen, but in Calice. The Frenche Ambassadors perceiuyng their mynde, came to Calice, where the duke of Orleaunce, gently receined therleof Damoys (his bastard brother) than kyng him hartely for his pain taken, in gouernyng his coutrey duryng the tyme of his captiuitie and absence. Diuerse communicacions wer had, aswel for the deliueraunce of the duke, as for a finall peace: in soinuche, that after muche consultyng, and litle doyng, another tyme was appointed fora newe assembly, and euery parte to declare to their souereigne, the request and desire of the other. So these Ambassadors toke their leaue and departed, and thenglishe commissioners conueyed again the duke of Orleaunce into England, whiche had nothyng then to paie his rausoiiie, & yet he could not be deliuered, without pannent The cause why these comissioners did not agre, was, (as the Frenche writers, saie) that the Englishemen demaunded, not onely to haue and possesse peaceably the H. Duchies of Aquitayn and Normandy, to their kynges & princes discharged of all resort, superiority and souereigntie, frakly and frely, against the realme of Frauce, the kynges and trruif>rn MI*O t\T iK^oo »«« t'/i i* ,t >,,•*»* I  _i  • i.. V O I , *-J O •"'*1-****-*'-*-*«-»>-«l'ilJiiit.Ct.l*dlV'tloi_/IJ« enchemen, thought their request to be most hurtfull to their realme. and aucient bo both parties rather myndyng to gain or saue, then to lose, departed for that (as you haue heard). After which diet proroged for a tyme, Phillip Duke of Bui �
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 1 93 goyn, partly moued in coscience, to make some amcndes & recompence to Charles duke of Orleaunce (then beyng prisoner in Englande) for the death of duke Lewes his father (whom, duke Ihon, father to this duke Phillip, shamefully slewe, and cruelly murdered in the citee of Paris, (as in the tyme of kyng Henry the fourth, is plainly mencioned) And partly entendyng the aduauncement of his niece, lady Marie doughter to Adolphe, Duke of Cleue, by tiie \vhiche aliaunce, he trusted surely to knit, suchc a firme knot and frendly amilie with the Duke of Orleaunce, that all olde rancor should cease and all discorde should be forgotten: and in their places, concorde should be stablished, and pcrpctuall loue embraced) sente messengers into Englande, to the saied duke, declaryng to hym his good will, deuise, and entent. Thinke not but this message, wasioyous to a capttue, beyng out of his natiue countrev, and naturall seigniorie, by the space of. xxv. yeres? Suppose you that he, which nothyng more coueted and desired, then libcrtie and discharge, wold refuse so honorable an oftre ? Imagin you that a prince of a blond royal, brought into thraldome, restrained fro liberty and liuyng, farre from kyn and father, & farther from fredes, would not gene his diligent eare to that mocion, by the whiche he might be restored, bothe to his uuncient preheminence, possession and seigniory ? Yes, yes, you male be sure, he neither cosulted on the matter, nor deferred the auswere, but therunto gently agreed. What should I saie more? As some writers affirme, foure hundred thousande Crounes were paied for his deliueraunce, although other saie, but thre hundred thousande: and so he was deliuercd out of Englande into Fraunce at that tyme, bothe speakyng better Englishe then Frenche, and also swearyng, neuer to beare Armure against the kyng of Englande. After his arriuall in Fraunce, he came to the Duke of Burgoyne, his espcciall frend, gratifiyng and thankyn^ hym of his libertie and deliueraun.ee: and accordyng to his promes and cduencion, maried the faire lady in the toune of Sainct Omers, on whom he begat a sonne, whiche after was Frenche kyng, and called Lewes the. xii. After his deliueraunce from captiuitie he format not his vnclc Ihon Erie of Angolesme, whiche had been as ;i pledge in England, for the debt of Duke Lewes of Orleaunce, his father, sithe the laste yere of kyng Henry the fourth, (as in his story is declared) : but made frendes, borowed money, and morgaged land, and so set him in libertie, and brought hym into his ccuntrey This Ihon, engendered Charles, father to Fraunces, the firste of that name, whiche after the death of Lewes the. xij. obteined the Crouneof Fraunce. HERE is to be noted, that olde ranncor newly appeasced, will commonly spryng out again: for all the vnhappie deuision, betwcne the two noble families, of Orleaunce and Burgoyn, wer by this greate benefite and rnariage, for a tyme geuen oner and put in Ohliuion, and so continued by the space of. xx. yeres and more, yet their children and cosyns, •within, not many yeres after, fell so farr at square, that the house of Burgoyne, was spoyled of the fairest flower of his garland, (as you shall here aftcrwarde, at large declared) and in especial), in the tyme of kyng Fraunces the firste, the veric hcire of the house of Or- Icaunce, whiche not onely continually vexed with mortail warre, Charles the fift Emperor of that name, lincall successor to Phillip Duke of Burgoyne: but also did asmnche as in hym laye, to depriue thesaid Charles of his honor, and possessions, (as men wriiyng their lifes, will hereafter declare). The Frenche writers aflirme, that this Duke of Orleaunce, was deteined thus long in captiuitie, by reason that the Englishemen, gayned yercly by hym, greate somes of money, by reason of his greate and liberal! expenses, whiche' he" made daily in the realme of England. If this be true, I report me to all indifferent and reasonable persones, for who will speude his goodes frely, in the lande of his cnemie, whiche maie bv pinchyng and bearyng a lowe saile, waxe riche and be set at libertie? Or who is so pronde to wast & consume his substance, in liuyng prodigally, that maie with the sparyng of thesame be deliuered out of captiuitie and bodage? But surely it is apparaunt, that the reucnewes of his seigniories, wer neither able to raunsome hym, nor to mainteyne hym in popeous estate: partly, because thenglishmen possessed diuerse tonnes, belongyng to his Duchy : and partly, by reason that the rentes wer scace able to dcfende his possessions, against the inuaC c sion$
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    THE. XIX. YERE sions of the English nacion, and Burgouions. But the very cause of his long deteinyngwer two: one the lacke of money, the second and the principaLl cause, was this, that you haue heard before how that Ihon Duke of Burgoyne father to Phillippe, shamefully and cruelly, caused Lewes' Duke of Orleaunce, father to this Duke Charles, (of whom we nowe speake) to be inurthered in the citee of Paris : for the whiche murder, all the alies and frendes to the Duke of Orleaunce, had enuie 'against the house and familie of Burgoyne, in somuche that the saied Duke Ihon b'eyng measured with the same measure, that he met with all, was likewise tyrannously murdered on the bridge of Monstreau Faultyou, (as you haue also heard declared before). For whiche cause, and for to be reuenged of so heynous an act, duke Phillip sonne to thcsaid Ihon, not onely ioyned hymself in league and amitie with the Englishe nacion, but also did homage, and sweare fealtie to Kyng Henry the fifth, as to his kyng and souereigne I.orde : for whiche cause, the Englishemen entendyug to kepe the duke of Burgoyn, as a trusty treasure, and sure luell, perceiued, that if they deliuered the duke of Orleaunce, and set hvm at libertic, he would not cease to vexe and trouble the duke of Burgoyne, in reuengyn
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 195 in the forefront of the battaill, to be killed without mercie, like men desperate, turned their backes and fearfully fled, the Englishmen folowed and slewe many in the chace, and suche as escaped the sweard, wer robbed and spoyled, by Lewes Erie of sainct Paule, whiche was commyng to ayde the Englislie nacion. In this conflicte were slain, aboue sixe. C. men of annes, and a greater nombre taken: So the Lorde Willoughby, like a victorious capitain, with riche spoyle and good prisoners, returned again to the citeeof Roan. The dukes of Yorke and Somerset, likewise entered into the Duchieof Aniow, and Countie of Mayne, destroiyng tounes, spoylyng y people, and willi great prey and profile, repaired again into Normandy. The Duke of Somerset, not filled with this gain entered into the Marches of Britayne, and tooke by a fierce assaute, the touneof Gerche, apperteinyngto the Duke of Alaunson, and spoyled and brent thesame, and after that, departed to Ponzay, where he soiourned two monethes, fro whence he sent daily men of war, which destroyed & wasted the countreys of Aniow, Traonnoys & Chartragonnoys. THE French kyng in all haste, sent the Marshall of Loyache, with. iiii. M. men, to resist the inuasions of the duke of Somerset, whiche capitain determined to set on the duke and his people, in the dedde tyme of the night. This enterprise was not so secret, but it was rcueled to the duke, whiche marched forward, and mette the Frenchemen halfe waie, and after long fight, them by fine force manfully discomfited, and slew a hundred persones and mo, and tooke captiues. Ixii. whereof the chief wer the lorde Dausigny, sir Lewes de Buell, and all the other almoste, were Knightes and esquires. After this encountre, the Duke tooke the toune of Beaumot Le Vicount, and manned all the fortresses, on the Frontiers of his enemies, and with riche boties and wealthy captiues came again to the Duke of Yorke. DVRYNG these fortunate chaunces & victories, the lord Talbot also, the vnweried chieftain & infdy warrior, enuironed the toune of Deape, with depe trenches and terrible mountaynes, and did set vp vpon the mount de Poulet, a strong and defensible Bastile, at whiche tyme, was capitain of thesame toune, Charles de Maretz, a man of more force in battaill, then pollitique in defence of a siege: for the Englisbemen beyng a small nobre, had to them deliuered with faire wordes, and fainte strokes, the castle of Charlemesnyll, and diuerse other fortresses, adioynyng to the toune. Duryng the siege, many encounters were bad, and many great assautes gcuen, thenglishmen somctynie saued, and somlyme gained, bet trie moste losse lighted on the Frenchemen for a while. . But of. iii. caplaines sent furth atone tyme, (as you before haue heard) all cannot returne with egall honor, and euen botie. For the lorde Talbot perceiuyng the touneof Deape, to he strongly defended, both with men, vilaile, and ordenaunce, and that he lacked all thesaid furnitures for the accomplishyng of his stonte enterprise, deliuered the custody of the Bastiie, with the gotiernaunce of the siege to his Bastarde sonne, a valeaunt young man, and departed to Uoan, for ayde, money, and immicions. The Frenche kyng, was quickely aduertised of the lord Talbots absence, and of the estate of the Englishemen : wherefore without delaye, he meanyng not to lose so great a prey, sent his eldest sonne Lewes'dolpbyn of Vyen, accompanied with the Bastarde of Orleaunce, called the erle of Dumoys, and diuerse other nobles of Fraunce, to the nombre of. xv. thousande persones, well armed, and no lesse garnished with all thynges necessary for their purpose. Three daies thei assayled the Bastile, and so many tymes thei were put bucke, but poulder failed in the fortresse, and weapon wherwithto defend, was very scant, so that in conclusion, the Englishmen wer vanqueshed, and the Bastile taken and in it, the Bastard Talbot, sir William Peytow, and sir Ihon Repeley, whiche were shortely after redemed : The other Englishesouldiors seyng the Bastile gayned, stood all daie in good ordro of battaill, and in the night, pollitiquely returned to Roan, without losse or damage. At this assaute, the Frenchemen say, that thei &!ewe two hundred Englishemen, and deny not, but thei lost fiue hundred persones, and by this meanes, the one nacion loste the Bastile, and the otlier saued the toune, to the greate displeasure of the Lorde Talbot: whose presence C c 2 would
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    196 THE. XIX. YERE OF would asmuche auailed at this nttempte, as his absence was losse and detrement to his fremles, and felowes in war and chiualrie. But gain is not ahvaies perdurable, nor losse alwaies continual!. WHILE these thynges wer a doyng, Phillip Duke of Burgoyn, hauyng an eniuous hart, at the glory and fortunate successe of the Englislie people, intending to bereue them of one of their assured frendes, called Lewes of Luxenborough erle of sainct Poule, made sharpe war vpon hiscountreis, and toke dinerse tonnes', and fortresses from hym, so that in conclusion more for feare, then for loue, he vtterly refused his faithe and promise, made to the duke of Bedford bis brother in law and turned to the Freriche parte, and became a luke warme enemie to tlie realine of England. The losse of this fiend and necessary neighbor, not alitle greued Kyng Henry and hiscounsaill: Ilowbeit, they made suche perueiauoce and prouision, by descrete counsail, that if he of euil will, would do theim. litle good, yet he of malice should doo to them no greate hurte or damage. THE Englishe capitaines beyng in Guyen, hauyng knowledge of the valeaut doynges of their countreymen in the realine of Fraiice, determined to do some notable and noble enterprise, on the French costes adioyuyng to Aquitayn: & so, thei besieged the strong toune of Tartas belongyng to the lovcle Delabretb, their old and auncient enemie. The capitaines and gouernors of the toune, eonsideryng their weaknesse, and the force of the Englishemen, toke tliis appoyntmcnt with the Engtis-he capitaines, that the toune should remain neuter, and for the assuraunce therof, they deliuered Cadet the sonne of tne lorcle Delabreth in pledge, vpon this condicion : that if thelorde Delabrelhe, would not assent to their agrement, then he should sign i He his refiisall, to the Englishe capitaines, within thrc monethes next ensuyng : and he to hauehis pledge, and thei to do their beste. The Frenche kyng, at the request of thelordes of Guyen, whiche wer notable to defende themselfes, toke this matter in hand, and caused the lord Delabreth to ccrtitie his disagremcnt to therle of Huntyngdone, lieuetenaunt for the kyng of Englande, in the Duchie of Aqnitayne. And to please the great Lordes of Guyen, he assembled. Ix. M. men, and came to Tholose, and so to Tartas: to whom the .chieftames of the toune, seyng no succors comyng, rendered the toune, and Cadet Delabrethe, which was left there as a pledge, was deliuered. The French kyng after the yeklyng of Tartas, remoued to sainct Senere, a strong toune in Gascoyn, l>ut smally peopled with men of warre, which he toke by force, and slewe thre hundred persones, and toke dr Thomas Rampstone prisoner. After liiis toune gained, he with all his power besieged the citie ofArques, and toke the Bulwarke of thesame, whiche was smally defended, and gone gotten. The inhabiUuintes of the toune begun sore to be afraied, and came to the lorde Mountferraut, capitain for the kyng of England, reqniryng hym to hauc mercie vpon them, and to rendrethe toune to the l-renchekyng, vpon some honest couenaunt or coposicion. The capitain perceiuyng the faint hartes of the Gascoyns, & knowyngthat witliout their ayde, he was not able to re's is t the puyf-saunce of the Frenche kyng, toke an agranent and departed with all the Englishe crue to Burdeaux, where he found the erle of Longuile, Cupdaw of Bucftl, and sir Thomas Rampstone, whiche was a litle before deliuered, AFTER this, the fortresses of Ryoll and Mcrmandie yelded them to the Frenche kyng. Although these tonnes thus submitted theim to hym, yet he had them not long, nor made muchc taiiyng in the Duchie of Guyen, for the Englishemen not oncly prohibited the Gascoynes, to minister to his armie, viandreand sustenaunce, but also gat into their handes and toke suche vitailes, as wer conueyed to him, from Tholose and Poytiers : So that in maner constrained with famyn and lacke of prouision, he retired his army again into Fraunce. After whose departure, the Englishe capitaines recouped again the citee of Acques, and the other tounes by the French kyng gained, and toke prisoner his lieuetenaunt, called Reignnuk Guillam the Burgonyo, and many other gentlemen, and all the meane souldiors, wer either slam or hanged. WHILE the Frenche kyng was in Guyen, the lorde Talbot toke the toune-of Couchete, *• and

  

  
    Page 206
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 24.85% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. -.197 nnd after marched t
  
    Page 207
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 24.98% accurate
    195 THE. XX. YERE OF your father, (whom God assoyle), would haue agreed hym to haue had certain clerkes of this land Cardinals, & to haue no bbhoprikes in Englande, yet is intent was neucr to do so great derogacion to the Churche of Caterbury, to make them that vver his suffraganes, to set aboue their Ordinary and Metropolitan, but the cause was that ingenerall, and in all matters whiche might concerne the weale of hym, and of his realrne, lie should haue proctors of his nacion, as other kynges Christen had, in the courte of Koine, and not to abide in this lande, nor to be in any parte of his counsailes, as been all the spirituall and temporal!, at parliamentes and other great counsailes, when. you list to-call them: «nd therfore, though it please you to do' hym that worship,- to set hym in your priuie counsaill after your pleasure, yet in your parliament, wher euery Lorde bothe spirituall and temporail, hath his place, he ought to occ'upie but his place as a bishoppc. 1 3 ITEM thesaied bishoppe, now beyng Cardinal!, was assoylcd of his bjshopricke of Winchester, wherupon he sued vnto our lioly father, to haue a bulle declaratory, notwithstandyng he was assupt to the state of Cardinal!, that the sea was not voyde, where in deede it stode voyde by a certain tyme, or thesaid bulle were graunted, and so he was e\empte from his ordinary, by the takyng on hym the state of Cardinal, and the churche bishopricke of Winchester, so standyng voyde, he looke again of the Pope (you not learned therof neknowyng wherby he was fallen into the cace of prouision) so that all his good was lawfully and clearly forfeited, to you my right duubted Lorde, \\ith more as the statute declareth plainly for youraduaunlage. 4 ITEM it is notvnknowen to (you doubted lord) how through your landes it is noysed, that thesaied Cardinal and tharchebishop of Yorke had and haue the gonernaunce of you and all your lande, the whiche none of your true liege men, ought to vsurpe nor take vpon them. And haue also estranged me your sole vncle, my cosyn of Yorke, my cosyn of Huntyngdon, & many other lordes of your kin, to haue any knowledge of any greate matter, that might louche your high estate, or either of vour realmes. And of Lordes spirituall, of right, the Archebishoppe of Canterbury, should be your chief counsailer, the whiche is also estranged and set a side. And so be many other right sad Lordes, and \vell aduised, aswell spirituall as tempornll, to the great hurt of you my right doubted lorde, and of your realmes, like as the experience and workes shewen clerely and euidenlly, more harme it is. 6 ITEM in thetendre age of you, my right doubted Lorde, for the necessitie of an armie, thesaied Cardinal lent you. iiii. M. 1. vpon certain luels, prcised at. xxii. M. marke, with a letter of sale, that and they wcr not quited at a certain daie, ' you should lese them. The saied Cardinall seyng your money redy to haue quited your luels, caused your trcasorer of Englande, at that daie beyng, to paie thesame money, in parte of another armie, in defraudyng you, my right doubted lord, of your said luels, kepyng theirn yet, alwaie to his awne vse, to your right greate losse, and his synguler profile and aua'le. ITEM thesaid Cardinal, then beyng bishop of Winchester, & Chancellor of Englad, deliuered the kyng of Scottes, vpo certein appoyntrnentcs (as maie be shewed,) presumpteously, & of his awne authorise contrary to the ;icte of Parliament. I haue heard notable men of lawejay. that they neuer heard the like thing doen emong the, whiche was to great a dcfamacio to yot r highnes, & also to wedde his niece to thesaid kyn*», whom y my lord of notable memory, your father, who God assoile would neuer haue so deliuered. And there as he should haue paied, for his costes. xl. M. 1. thesaied Cardinal! Chau'ncellor of Englande, caused you to pardon hym therof. x. M. marke, wherof the greater some he pated you, right alitle, what, I report me to your highnes. 7 ITEM, wjiere thesaid Cardinal lent you, my redoubted "lord, great & notable somes he hath had & hisassignes, the rule & profile of the porte of Hapton, wher the Customers been Ins seruaiites, wher by likelihode & as it is to be supposed, he standyng the chief .marchaunt of wolles of your lande, that you bee greately defrauded, and vnder that rule what Wollcs aud other marchaundise haue been shipped, and maie be from tyme to tyme, 1 hard
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. hard is to esteme, to the great hurtc, and prejudice of you my right doubted Lorde, and of all your people. ITEM, hovvbeit that thesaid Cardinal!, hath diuerse tymes, lent you great sommes of 8 money, sithe the tyme of your reigne, yet his loene hath been so differred and delaied, that for the moste part, the conuenable season, of themployng of the good lente, was passed. So that litle frute or none come thereof, as by experience, bothe your realmes, haue sufficiently in knowledge. ITEM, where there was leuelles and plate, preised at a. xi. M. 1. in weight, of thesaied 9 Cardinal!, forfeited to you my right doubted lorde, he gat hym a restorment tlierof, for a loene of a litle percell of thesame, and so defrauded you wholy of theim, to your greate hurte, and his auaile, the whiche good might greately eased your highnes, in sparyng as inuche of the poore commons. ITEM, the Cardinall beyng feoft of my said lorde your father, (who God assoyle) IQ against his entent, gaue Elizabeth Beauchampe, thre. C. markes of liuelod, where that his will was, that and she wer wedded, within a yere, then to haue it, or els not, where in decde it was twoo or iii. yeres after, to your great hurt, £ diminishyng of your inheritaunce. ITEM, notwithstandyng y thesaid Cardinall, hath no inaner of authoritie nor interest 1 1 into the croune, nor none may haue by any possibilitie, yet he presumeth and taketh vpon hym in partie, your estate royall, in callyng before hym, into greate abusion of all your laride, and derogacion of your highnes, whiche hath not been sene nor vsed, in no daies heretofore, in greater estate then he is, without your expresse ordenaunce and commaundement. ITEM, thesaid Cardinal, nothyng consideryng the necessitie of you my right doubted 13 Lorde, hath sued a pardon of dismes, that he should paie for the Churche of Winchester, for terrne of his life, geuyng therby occasion to all other Lordes spirituall, to drawe their good will for any necessitie, to graunt any disme, and so to laie all the charge vpon the temporaltie, and the poore people. ITEM, by the gouernaunce and labor of thesaied Cardinal, and archebishop of Yorke, 13 there hath been loste and dispended, inuche notable and greate good, by diuerse Ambassadors sent out of this reahne. First to Arras, for a feigned colourable peace, where as by likelinesse it was thought & supposed, that it should neuer turne to Ineffectual auaile, of you my right doubted Lorde, nor to your saied realmes, but vnder colour thereof, was made the peace of your aduersary, & the duke of Burgoyn. For els your partie aduerse, & thesaid duke, might not well haue foud meanes nor waies, to haue cornoned together, nor to haue concluded with other, their cofederacios & conspiracies, made & wrought ther. then, at y tyme, against your highnes, whereby you might haue (right doubted lorde,) the greater partie of your obeysaunce, aswell in your realme of Fraunce, as in your Duchie of Normandy, and muche other thyng gone greatly, as through thesaid colourable treatie, and otherwise, sithe the death of my brother of Bedford, (whom God assoyle.) ITEM, now of late was set another Ambassador to Calice, by the labor and counsaill 14* of thesaied Cardinall, and Archebishop of Yorke, the cause why of the beginnyng, is to me your sole vncle, & other lordes of you kyn and counsaill vnknowen, to your greate charge, and against the publique good of your realme, as it openly appeared). The whiche good if it bee imployed, for the defence of your landes, the marchaundises of the same, might haue had other course, and your said lades not to haue stande in so greate mischief as they do. ITEM after that, to your greate charge and hurte, of bothe your realmes, thesaid Cardinall 1'5 and Archbishop of Yorlce, went to your saied toune of Calice, and diuerse Lordes of your kyn, and of your counsaill in their felowship, and there, as there was natural warre, betwene the duke of Orleauce, & the duke of Burgoyn, for murder of their fathers, a capitall inemnitie like to haue endured for euer, thesaid Cardinall & Archbishop of Yorke, licenced and suffered, thesaid duke of Orleaunce, to entreate and common a part, with the counsaiell.
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    200 THE. XX. YERE OF counsaiell of your saied aduersaries, aswell as with the Duchies of Burgoyne, by vvhiche meane, the peace and alliaunce was made, betwene the two dukes, to the greatest tortifiyn« of your said capital aduersaries, that could be thought, and cosequently (my deare redoubted lorde,) to your greatest charge, & hurt to both your realmes. Vnder colour of whiche treatie, your said aduersaries, in meane time wan your citee of Meulx, & the coutrey therabout and many diuerse rodes made into youre Duchie of Normandy, to the great noysaunce and destruccion of your people, as itsheweth openly. 16 ITEM thesaid Archebishop of Yorke, sent with other into this your realme, from the saied Cardinall, after communicacion had with your aduerse partie, at your saied toune of Calicc, made at his commyng into your notable presence at Wyndsore, all the swasions and colour, all mocions in the most apparaiit wise that he could, to induce your highnes to your agrement, to the desires of your capitall aduersaries, as I saw there in your noble presence,°of his writyng, at whiche tyme, as 1 vnderstode, it was his singuler opinion, that is to say: that you should leaue your right, your title, & your honor of your croune, & nominacio of you kyng of Frauce, duryng certain yeres, and y you should vtterly abstain you and be content, onely in writyng, with, rex Anglic, &c. to the greate note of infamie, v euer fell to you, or any of your noble progenitors, since the takyng of them first, the said title & right, of your realme and croune of Fraunce, to which matter in your presence ther, after y it had liked your said highnes, to aske myne aduise thervpon, with other of your blond and cousaill, I aunswered and said, that I would neuer agree me therto, to die therfore, and of thesatne disposicion I am yet, & will be while I line in conseruacion of your honor, and of your othe made vnto your saied croune, in tyme of your coronacion there. 17 ITEM thesaied Cardinall & Archebishop of Yorke, haue so labored vnto your highnes, that you should entende to a newe daie of conuencion, in Marche or Aprill next commyng, where it is noysed to be more against your worship, then with it. And where it was euident to all the world, that the rupture and breakyng of thesaid peace, should haue fallen heretofore, of your aduerse partie, because of the great vntrouthes: Now by that meane it is like peraduenture, to be laied vnto the verie greate slaundre of you my doubted Lorde, like to come to none other purpose nor eft'ecte, then other couuencions haue doen afore tyme. And so by subtilities and counsaill of your saied enemies, your lande (they in hope and trust of thesaid treatie, not mightely nor puyssauntly purucyed for) shalbe like vnder the coloure of thesatne treatie, to be brent vp'and destroyed, lost and vtterly turned from your obeysaunce. ITEM it is saied, that the deliueraunce of thesaied Duke of Orleaunce, is vtterly appointed by the mediacion, counsaill, and steryng of thesaied Cardinall and Archebishoppe of \orke, and tor that cause diuerse persons been come from your aduersaries into this your realme, and thesaied duke also brought to your citee of London, where as my lord your father (whom God assoile) peisyng so greatly the inconueniences, and harme that might tall, pnely by his deliueraunce, concluded, ordened and determined in his last wil, vtterly in his wisedome, his coquestin his realme of Frauce. And yet then it is to be doen, by as great deliberation, solempnitie and suretie, as may be deuised or thought, and seyng now the disposicion of your realme of Fraunce, the puissauce and might of your enemies" & what ayde they haue gotten against you there, aswell vnder the colour of thesaid treatie, as otherwise, what maie or ought to be -thought or said, for that laboryng thesaid duke (ai thynges considered) bysuche particular persones, the lordes of your bloud not called therunto, I report me vnto your noble grace and excellencie, and vnto thesaied wise trewc men ot this your realme. 19 ITEM where that cuery true counsailor, specially vnto any kyng or prince, ouo-ht of trouth and of dune, to counsail, promote, encrease," prefer, and aduaunce the weafe and prosperity of Ins lorde: Thesaid Cardinall, beyng of your counsaill (my right doubted lorde) hath late purchased of your highnes, certain great landes and liueldde: as the castle

  

  
    Page 210
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.14% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 20J tie and lordship of Chirke in Wales, and other lades in this your realme, vnto whiche I was called sodainly, and so in escheuyng the breakyng & losse of your armies then again, seyng none other remedy, gaue thervnto myne asset, thinkyng that who that eucr labored, moued or stered the matter firste vnto your Lordeship, counsailedyou neither foryour worship nor proh'te. ]\iORE thesaied Cardinall hath you bounde a parte, to make hym a sure estate of all 20 the saied landes, by Easter nexte commyng, as could bee deuised by anye learned counsaill, or elles that suretie not made, thesaied Cardinall, to haue and reioye to him, and his heires for euermore, the landes of the Duchie of Lacastre, in Norffolke, to the value of. vii. or viii. C. markes, by the yere, whiche thyng semeth right straunge and vnsene, and vnhard waies of any liege man, to seke vpon his souereigne lorde, bothe in his enheritaunce and in his luelles, and good. Tor it is thought, but if right & extreme necessitie caused it, there should, nor ought no such thynges to be doen: fro which necessitie (God for his mercy) euer preserue your noble person, wherfore my redoubted lord, seyng that ye should be so cousailed, or stirred to leaueyour crotine and enheritaunce in England, & also by fraude and subtile meanes, as is afore rehersed, so to lose your luelles : In my troutheand in myne acquitall (as me seameth) I maie not nor ought not, counsaill so greate an hurte to you and to all your lande. ITEM, it is not vnknowen to you my right doubted lorde, how often tymes I haue of- 21 fered my seruice, to and for the defence of your realme of Fraunce, and duchie of Norrnady, where 1 haue been put therfro, by the labor of thesaid Cardinall, in preferryng other after his singuler aflfeccion, whiche hath caused greate parte, of thesaied Duchie of Normandy, asvvell as of your realme of Fraunce to be lost, as it is wel knowen, and what good (my right doubted lord) was lost on that army that was last sent thether, whiche therle of Mortayn, your counsaill of Fraunce, hath well and clerely declared to your highncs here beforne. ITEM, my right doubted Lorde, it is not vnknowen, that it had not been possible to 22. thesaied Cardinall, to haue comen to the greate riches, but by suche meanes, for of his Churche it might not rise, and enheritaunce he had none. Wherefore my right doubted Lorde, sithe there is great good behouei'ull at this tyme, for the wealc and safegard of your realmes, the pouertie, necessitie, and indigence of your liege people, in highnes vnderstande, like it vnto your noble grace, to considre thesaid lucar of thesaid Cardinall, and the greate deceiptcs, that you be deceiued in, by the labor of hym, and of the Archebisbop, aswell in this your realme, as in your realme of Fraunce, and duchy of Normandy, where neither office, liuelode, nor capitain maie be had, without to greate a good geuen vnto hym, wherby great part of all the losse that is lost, they haue been the causers of, for who that would geue moste, his was the price, not considering the merites, seruice, nor s'jfficiaunceefpersones. Furthermore it is greatly to be considered, how, when thesaied Cardinal, had forfeited al his good, because of prouision, as the statute, thervpo more plainly declared), by hauyng the rule of you my right doubted Lorde, purchased hymself in greate defraudacion of your highnes, a charter of pardo, the whiche good and it had be wel gouerned, might many yeres haue susteined your warres, without any talage of your poore people. ITEM, my redoubted Lorde, where as I write moche thyng, for the weale of you and 23' of your realmes, pcraduenture some will say and vnderstande, that I woulde, or haue writen it, by waye of accusement of all your counsail, whiche God knoweth, I do not: for your highnes may well se, that I name theim, that be causers of the sayed inordinate rule wherfore, consideryng that the sayd Cardinal & Archebissbop of Yorke been they, that pretende the gouernaunce of you, and of your realmes and lordshippes: Please it vnto your highnes, of your right wisenesse to estraunge them of your counsail, to that entent, that men maye be at their fredome, to say what they thinke of trueth. FOR truth, I dare speake of my truth, the poore dare not do so. And if the Cardinal 2-k & the Archbisshop of Yorke, may afterward declare theselfes, of that is, and shalbe sayed Dd of
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    202 THE. XXI. YERE OF of them, you my right doubted lorde may then restore them agayn to your counsaill, at your noble pleasure. AVI I EN the kyng had heard these accusacios, he comitted the hearynge therot, to his counsaii, wherof the moste parte were spiritual persons, so what for teare, and what for fauour the mater was wynked at, and dalyed out, and nothyng sayde to it: and fayre contenaunce was made to the duke, as though no displeasure had ben taken, nor no malice borne, either in hart or in remembrance agaynst hyin. But venyme will once breake oute, and inwarde grudge will sone appeare, whiche was this yere to all men apparaunt : for diuers , you Cobhfi, wyfe to the sayd duke, was accused "of treason, for that she, by sorcery and enchautmet, entended to destroy the kyng, to thentent to aduauce and to promote her husbande to ihe croune: vpon thys she was examined in sainct Stephens chappel, before the Bisshop of Canterbury, and there by examinacion conuict & iudged, to do open penaunce, in. iij. open places, within the citie of Lodon, and after that adiudged to perpetuall prisone in the Isle of Man, vncler the kepyng of sir Ihon Staley, knyght. At the same season, wer arrested as ayders and counsailers to the sayd-e Duchesse, Thomas Southwel, prieste and chanon of saincte Stephens in Westmynster, Ihon Hum priest, Roger Bolyngbroke, a conyng nycromancier, and Margerie lourdayne, surnamed the witche of Eye, to whose charge it was laied, y thei, at the request of the duchesse, had deuised an image of waxe, representyng the kynge, whiche by their sorcery, a litle and litle cosumed, entendyng therby in coclusion to waist, and destroy the kynges person, and so to bryng hym death, for the which, treison, they wer adiudged to dye, & so Margery lordayne was brent in stnithfelde, & Roger Bolyngbroke was drawen & quartered at tiborne, takyng vpo his death, that there was neuer no suche thyng by theim yraagined, Ihon Hum had his pardon, & Southwel died in the toure before execution: the duke of Gloucester, toke all these tbynges patiently, and eaied litle. U THE. XXI. YERE. The. xxi. THE counsaill of Englande, forgat not the late enterprise of the Frecfee kyng, doen in ycre> the duchie of Guyen, wherfore, to fortifie the countrey, least he peraduenture, would at tempt again alike iorney, they sent thether sir William Wooduile, with. viii. hundred men, to fortifie the frontiers, till a greater armie might be assembled : And farther made publique proclamacion, that all men which would transporte, or cary any corne, chese, or other vitaile, into the parties of Acquitain, should pay no maner of custome or talla

  

  
    Page 212
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.36% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 203 of his progenitors, or by gyfte or deliuery of any Freche kyng : offryng farther, to aide the same kyng with money, for the recouery of other citees, within thesaied duchy, from him and his auncestors, by the Frenche kynges progenitors, the lorde de Albrethe, and other lordes of Gascoyn, iniustely kept and wrongfully withhoulden. This offre semed bothe profitable, and honorable to kyng Henry and his realme, and so the Ambassadors, wer bothe well heard, and louyngly enterteined, and in conclusion, with a gentle aunswere (not without great rewardes) they departed into their countrey : after whom wer sent for the conclusion of thesaied mariage into Guyen, sir Edward Hulle, sir Robert Roos, and doctor Ihon Grafton deane of sainct Seuerines with an honorable company whiche (as all Englishe Cronographiers affirme) bothe concluded the mariage, and by proxie affied the young Lady. The Frenche kyng was not ignorant, of all these conclusions, wherfore disdainyng, that the Erie of Arminacke, should bothe vsurpe against hyrn, the Countie of Comyng, and also ioyne hymself, with his mortall enemie, the kyng of Englande, to recouer his right, and to punishe his rebell, he sent Lewes his eldest sonne dolphyn of Vyen, into rouergne with a puissaunt army, whiche sodainly toke the Erie of Arminacke, at the Isle in lordayne, and his yongest sonne, and bothe his doughters, and by force obteined the countreis of Arminacke, Lonuergne, Rouergne and Moullesson, beside the citees of Seuefac and Cadenac, and chased the Bastarde of Arminacke out of his countrey, and cdstituted gouernor of all those seigniories, sir Theobald de Walpergne, bailif of Lyon. So by reason of this infortunate chauce, the mariage concluded was differred, yea, and so long difterred, that it neuertoke effect, as you shall heare more plainly declared «T THE. XXIL YERE. THus, while Englande was vnquieted, and Fraunce sore vexed, by spbyfe, slaughter, Thf.xiff, and burnyng, all Christendom lamented the continuall destruction of so noble a realmef and *""• ' the effusion of so muche Christen blb'ud, wherfore, to appeace the mortall warre, so loijg contineuyng betwene these twoo puyssaunt kynges, all the princes of Christendom, so muche labored and trauailed, by their orators and Ambassadors, that the frbstiehartesof bothe the parties, wer somewhat mollified, and their indurate stomackes, greatly asswaged. So there was a greate diete appoynted, to be kept at the citee of-Tours in Tourayne, where, for the kyng of Englande appered, William de la Pole erle of Suffolke, doctor Aclame ' Molyns, keper of the kynges priuie scale, and Robert lorde Roos, and diuerse other: And for the Frenche Kyng were appoynted, Charles Duke of Orleauce, Lewes de Burbon erle of Vandosme, and greate Master of the Frenche kynges housholde, sir Piers de Bresell Stewarde of Poytou, and Bartram Beauriau, Lorde of Precignye. There were also sente thither, Ambassadors from the Empire, from Spayne, from Denrnarkfij and fro Hungary, to be mediators betwene these twoo princes. The assemble was greate, but the coste was muche greater, in somuche that euery parte, for the Honor of their Prince, and praise of their countrey, set furth themselfes, aswell in fare, as apparel, to the vttermoste poynte and highest prike. Many metynges wer had, & many thynges moued to come to a finall peace, and mutuall concord. But inconclusion, for many doubles and greate ambiguities, whiche rose on bothe parties, a finall concord could not be agreed, but in hope to come to a peace, a certain truce aswell by sea as by land, was concluded by the comissianers, for. xviii! monethes, whiche afterward, againe was prolonged, to the yere of our Lorde. M. iiii. C.xlix! if in the meane season ithad not been violated & broken, as here after shalbe declared. IN the treatyngof this truce, the Erie of Suffolke, extendyng his comission to the vttermoste, without assent of his associates, imagened in his phantasie, that the nexte waie to come to a perfite peace, was to moue some mariage, betwene the Frenche kyngs kynsewoman and kyng Henry his souereigne : & because the Frenche kyng had nodoughter of ripe age to be coupled in matrimony with the kyng his Master, he desired to haue the Lady Margaret d 2 cosy
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    THE. XXII. YERE OF condu ion of ma iL, declared to hym that this mariage, was not hke to come to condusion s he deri red becuulethc kyng his Master, occupied a greate parte of the Duchie of Aniow, and the Tee of Mauns, and ?he whole Countey of Mayne, appcrteynpg (as they sa,ed) to ^KrttoMteV «*) either corrupted with bribes, or to muche afltoionate to thisvnprofitable maria^e, condiscended and agreed to their mocion, that the Duchie of im'o v, and the countie of Mayne, should be released and dehuered to the kyng her faSer demamidviia for her manage/neither peny nor farthyng: (as who would saie) that hfsnee affinitie0, excelled riches and surmounted gold and precious stone. And to thentent that of this truce might ensue a finall concorde, a daie of enteruieue or metyng was appoynted, betwene the two kynges, in a place couenient, bctwene Charters and Roan. When E thyn-es wer concluded,0 the Erie of Suffolke with his company, thmkyng to haue brought iovfull lidynges, to the whole realme of England* departed from Toures, and so by Ion- iornies, arriued at- Douer, and came to the kyng to Westminster and there openly before the kvn* and his counsail, declared how he had taken an honorable truce, for the saueguard of Normandy, & the wealth of y realme, out of whiche truce, he thought, yea, and doubted not, but a perpetual peace, and a finall concorde, should shorlely proceade and srowc out And muche the soner, for that honorable manage, that mumcible alhaunce, that Godly affinitie, whiche he had concluded : omitting nothyng, whiche might extoll & setfurth the personage of the Ladie, nor forgetting any thyug, of the nobilitie of her kmne, nor of her fathers high stile: as who would saie, that she was of suche an excellent beautie, and of so hi
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 205 Suffolke, whiche Marques with his wife, & many honorable parsonages of men and women, richely adorned, bothe with apparell and leuels, hauyng with tljem many costly charlottes, £ gorgious horselitters, sailed into Fraunce, for the conneyaunce of the nominated Quene, into the realme of England. For kyng lleyner her father, for al his long stile, had to short a purse, to sende his doughter honorably, to the kyng her spouse. f THE. XXIII. YERE. THIS noble company, came to the citee of Toures in Tourayne, where they were honorably receiued, bothe of the Freeh kyng, and of the kyng of Scicile. Wher the Marques of Suffolke, as procurator to Kyng Henry, espoused thesaid Ladie, in the churche of sahict Martyns. At whiche mariage were present, the father and mother of the bride, the Frenche kyng hymself, whiche was vncle to the husbande, and the Frenche queue also, whiche was awnte to the wife. There vver also, the dukes of Orleaunce, of Calaber, of Alaunson, and of Britayn. vii. Erics, xii. Barons, xx. Bishoppes, beside knightes and gentlemen. There vver triumphaunt lustes, costly feastes, and delicate banquettes,' but all pleasure hath an ende, and euery ioye is not continuall. So that after these high solempnities finished, and these honorable ceremonies ended, the Marques had the Ladie Margaret to hym deliuered, whiche in greate estate, he coueyed through Normandy to Deape, and so transported her into Englande, where she landed at Portesmouthe, in the monethe of Aprill. This woman excelled all other, aswell in beautie and fauor, as in wit and pollicie, and was of stomack and corage, more like to a man, then a woman. Sone after herarriuall, she was conueyed to the toune of Southwike in Harnshire, where she, with all nupciall Ceremonies, was coupled in matrimony, to kyng Henry the. vi. of that name. After whiche mariage, she was with greate triumphe, conueyed to London, and so to Westminster, where vpo the. xxx. daie of May, she, with all solempnitie thervnto apperteinyng, was Crouncd Quene of this noble realme of Englande, Who so would knowe, the costly receipt, the pleasaunt companie, the gorgeous apparell, the diuersitie of Instrumentes, the strange pa«iauntes, the hehauiour of the Lorcles, the beautie of the Ladies, the sumptuous feast, the delicate viander, the marcial hastes, the fierce turnais, the lustie daunccs, & the minio soges, which vver shewed, setfurth and practised at her coronacion, let hym lokcin the Chronicles of London, & of Robert Fabian, and there he shal finde the set furth at the fuil. THIS mariage seined to many, bothe infortunate, and vnprofitable to the realme of England, and that for many causes. First the kyng with her had not one peny, and for the fetching of her, the Marques of Suffolke, demaunded a whole fiftenc, in open parliament: also for her mariage, the Duchie of Aniow, the citec of Mauns, and the whole coutie of Mayne, were deliuered and released to Kyng Reyner her father, whiche countreis were the very stayes, and backestandes to the Duchy of" Normandy. Furthermore for this mariage, the Erie of Arminacke, toke suche great displeasure, tliat he became viter enemy to the realme of Englande and was the chief cause, that the Englishmen, wer cxpulsed out of the whole duchieof Aquitayne, and lost bothe the countreis of Gascoyn and Guven. But moste of all it should seme, that God with this matrimony was not content. For after this spo usage the kynges frcndes fell from hym, bothe in Englande and in Fraunce, the Lordes of his realme, fell in diuision emongest thetnselfes, the commons rebelled against their souereigne Lorde, and natural! Prince, feldes wer foughten, many thousandes slain, and finally, the kyng deposed, and his sonne slain, and this Quene sent home again, with asmuche misery and sorowe, as she was receiued with pompe and triumphe, suche is worldly vnstablenes, and sowaueryng is false flattering fortune. DVRYNG the tyrne of this truce, Richard Duke of Yorke, and diuersc other capitaines repaired into England, bothe to visite their wifea, children, and frendes, and also to consuite, what should be dcen, if the truce ended. ffTHE. ye"'
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    206 THE. XXIIU. YERE OF f THE. XXIIII. YERE. he.niui. FOR the whiche cause, the kyng called his high court of Parliament, in the whiche aboue yere- allthynges, it was concluded, diligently to forsee, that Normandy should be well furnished and strongly defended, before the terme of the truce should be expired : for it was openly knowen, that the French kyng, was ready in all thynges, to make open warre, if no peace or abstinence of warre, wer agreed or concluded. For whiche consideracion, money was wraunted, men wer appoynted and a great army gathered together and the duke of Somerset, was appoynted Regent of Normandy, and the Duke of Yorke thereof discharged. In whiche Parliament, to please the people with all, it was enacted, y whe whete was solde for. vi. s. viii. d. y quarter and Rye for. iiii. s. and Barley for. iii. s. it should be lawfull to euery ma to cary thesaid kyndes of corne, into the parties beyond the sea, without licence, so it wer not to the kynges enemies or rebelles : whiche act, kyng Edward the. iiii. for the vtilitie of his people, approued and confirmed. THE Marques of Suffolke, beyng in high fauor with the kyng, and in no lesse grace with quene Margaret, for cocluding the mariage betwene theim twoOj somewhat infected with the sede of vainglory, and thinkyngthat his procedynges and dooynges in Fraunce, (duryng the tyme of his legacion) had aswell pleased all men, as they pleased hym self, the second daie of lune, in the first session of this parliament, before all the lordes spirituall & temporall, in the higher hous assembled, opely, eloquently and boldely, declared his pain, trauaile and diligece, whiche he had taken and susteined of late tyme, in the Realme of Fraunce, aswel for the takyng and concludyng a truce or abstinence of warre betwene the Realmes of Englande and of Fraunce, as in the makyng of the mariage betwene the kyng his souereigne lorde and theirs, and the noble Princes lady Margarete, daughter to the kyncr of Scicile and Hierusalem : Openyng also to them, that thesaid truce should expire the first daie of April next commyng, except a finall peace or a farther truce wer concluded in the meane season : aduisyng them to prouide and forsee all thynges necessarie, for the warre (as though no concorde should succede, nor agrernent could take place) least the Frenchernen perceiuyng theim vnprouided, would take their aduauntage, and agree neither to reason nor amitie : saiyng vnto theirn, that sithe he had admonished the kyng, and them, accordyng to his duetieand allegeaunce, if any thyng quailed, or if daunger ensued, he was thereof innocent and gilteles, and had acquited hyrnself like a louyng subiecte, and a faithful counsailor, praiyng the lordes to haue it in their remembraunce. Likewise the morowe after, he with certain lordes, discended into the comon house, where he declared again all the saied matters, to the knightes, Citezens and Burgesses, omittyng nothyng, that might souncle to his glory, nor openyng any thyng, whiche might redound to his dispraise : praiyng the comons for his discharge, that aswell all his doynges and procedynges in the kynges affaires beyond the sea, as also his aduertisement & counsaill, opened to the lordes and commons now together assembled, might be by the Kyng and theim, enacted and inrolledin the Recordes of the Parliament: wherupon the morowe after William Burley, speaker for the commons and all the company of the nether house, repaired to the kinges presence, sitting in his trone, emongest his lordes in the parliament chamber, where thesaied William Burley, by the counsaill of the commons, (whether they did it more for fearethen for loue, or wer thervnto cntised by the Marques frendes, as some men doubted) moste hiiblie commended to the kynges highnes, the foresaid Marques of Suffolke, and all his actes and notable woorkes, whiche he had done to the pleasure of almightie God, the honor of the kyng, and the vtilitie' of the Realme : as in takyng the truce, concludyng the mariage, and the good admonicion, geuen by hym in open Parliament, for prouision of warre to be made, duryng the time of truce, least to muche trustyng of peace, might encorage the Frenchernen, the soner to begyn warre and inuasiy : besechyng the kynges highnes, in the name of the commons, to 4 imprint
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 207 imprint in his harte and rcmebraunce, thesaid Marques, and all his labors and actes, to his honor and renoutne, which should be an exfiple to all other, whiche the kyng should call to like seruice, to employ themselfes in like endeuor faithfully and honorably to serue their kyng and souereigne lorde: praiyng also the lordes spirituall and temporal!, that they for the cotisideracions before rehersed, would vouchesaueto make like peticio to the kynges maiestie, and that all the actes and demeanor of thesaicd Marques, might by aucthoritie of parhamet, be, to his honor, & perpetuall fame, in the rolles of thesame Parliament, recorded and substantially rcgestered. At whiche humble intercession, the lordes, aswel spirituall as temporal, rose from their seates, and on their knees, made to the kyng like request and peticion, as they of the commons before wer desired : wherupon, the kyng by the mouthe of the Archebishop of Canterbury, his Chancellor, made answer, that their requestesvver so reasonable and so honorable, thathein nowise could, but louynglyacceptandgentlyalowethesame, saiyngalso: thattheirdesires,\verto him a singuler pleasure, and an especiall comforte, and that he would fromthencefurthe accepte and take thesaied Marques to his benigne grace, and especiall fauoure, as a persone, whiche had dooen bothe true, faithefull, and notable seruice to hym and to his llealme, to the intent, that all men put in like trust, should enforce theim selfes, to doo like or better seruice to their souereigne Lorde or Master : agreyng also (accordyng to their requestes and petieions) that the labors, demeanors, diligences, and declaracions of thesaied Marques of Suffolke, and thesaied commendacions, and desires, not only of the lordes, but also of the commons, aswel for the honor of hym and his posteritie, as for his acquital and discharge, should be enacted, and enrolled in the Recordes of the same parliament, which was so done. 'This Marques thus gotten vp, into fortunes trone, not content with his degree, by the meanes of the Quene, was shortely erected to the estate and degree of a Duke, and ruled the Kyng at his pleasure, in so muche he obteined the wardshippes, bothe of body and landes of the Coutesse of Warwicke, and of the lady Margarete, sole heire to Ihon Duke of Somerset (whiche lady was after, mother to Kyng Henry the seuenth) and beside that, caused the Kyng to create Ihon de Foys, sonne to Gaston de Foys, erle of Longuile, and Capdaw of Bueffez, erle of Kendale : whiche Iho had maried his niece, and by his procurement, the kyng elected into the order of the Garter, thesaid Gaston, and Ihon his sonne, geuyng to the sonne, towardes the maintenaunce of his degree and estate, landes and Castles, in the Duchie of Guyen, amountyng to the some of one thousand poundes by the yere, whiche landes, name, and stile, the issue and line of thesaied erle of Kendall at this daie haue and enioye. HERE a man maie beholde, what securitie is in worldly glory, and what constancie is I in fortunes smilyng: for this Duke of Suffolke in open Parliament of the Lordes praised, of the commons thanked, and into the kynges fauor, entirely receiued, within foure yeres after, ; was in thesame place, by the commons of the Realme, accused of many treasons, mispricions and offences, done and committed against the Kyng, and the common wealthe of his Realme, and in conclusion, beyng exiled the realme, he was taken vpon the sea, and made shorter by the hedde, whiche chaunce had not happened to him, if he had remembred the counsail of the popyngay, saiyng: when thou thynkest thy self in courte moste surest, then is it high tyme to get thee home to rest. THESE thynges beyng in doyng, the Frenche kyng seyng that the the toune of Mauns, and diuerse fortresses in Mayne, were not to hym deliuered, accordyng to the appoyntment made, gathered together a great numbre of people, for to recouer thesame : wherof the kyng of England beyng aduertised, (least the breache of truce should begynne by hym) caused the toune to be deliuered without any force. THIS yere, an Armerars seruaunt of London, appeled his master of treason, whiche offered to bee tried by battaill. At the daie assigned, the frendes of the master, brought hym Malmesey and Aqua vite, to comforte hym with all, but it was the cause of his and their discomforte : for he poured in so much that when he came into the place in Smithfelde, where he should fight, bothe his witte and strength failed hym : and so he beyng a tall and a hardye
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    50ft THE. XXV. YERE OF hardye personage, ouerlacled with hole drynkes, was vanqueshed of his seruaunte, beyng but a cowarde and a wretche, whose body was drawcii to Tiborne, & there hanged and behcdded. In whiche yere was a greate insurrecciou in Norwiche, against the Prior of the place, in so muche that the citezens kepte the gates, against the Duke of Norffolke, whiche came thither to appease the matter : but in conclusion, they opened the gates, and submitted theim selfcs. The chief offenders, wer (accordyng to their desertes) straightly punished, and executed, and the Mai re was discharged of his office, and sir Ihon Clifton was made gouernoure there, till the kyng had restored the citezens to their auncient liberties, and francheses. This commocion, was for certain newe exaccions, whiche Ihe Prior claimed and toke of the citezens, contrary to their auncient fredomes and vsages : but this was not the dewe meane to come to their right and purpose, and therefore because they erred and went out of the pathe, they were by punishetnente brought again to a very straight trade and the right waie. f THE. XXV. YERE. Tkc.jcxv. DVring the tyme of this truce or abstinence of warre, while there was nothyng to vexe or trouble the rnyndes of men, within the realme, a sodain mischief, and a long discorde, sprang out sodainly, by the meanes of a woman: for kyng Henry, whiche reigned at this tyme was a man of a meke spirite, and of a simple witte, preferryng peace before warre, reste before businesse, honestie before profile, and quietnesse before laboure. And to the intent that all men might perceiue, that there could be none, more chaste, more mcke, more holy, nor a better creature : In hym reigned shamefastnesse, modestie, integritie, and pacience to bee marueiled at, takyng and sufferyng all losses, chaunces, displeasures, and suche worldely tormentes, in good parte, and with a pacient maner, as though they had cbaunced by his awne fault or negligent ouersight: yet he was gouerned of them whom he should haue ruled, and brideled of suche, whom he sharpely should haue spurred : He gaped not for honor, nor thristed for riches, but studied onely for the health of his soule: the sauyng wherof, he estemed to bee the greatest wisedome, and the losse thereof, the extremes! folie that could bee. But on the other parte, the Queue his wife, was a woman of a greate witte, and yet of no greater witte, then of haute stomacke, desirous of glory, and couetous of honor, and of reason, pollicye counsaill, and other giftes and talentes of nature, belongyng to a man, full and flowyng : of witte and wilinesse she lacked nothyng, nor of diligence, studie, and businesse, she was not vnexperte : but yet she had one poynt of a very woman: for often tyme, when she was vehemet and fully bente ia a matter, she was sodainly like a wethercocke, mutable, and turnyng. This woman perceiuyng that her husbande did not franktly rule as he would, but did all thyng by thaduise and counsaill of Hiifrey duke of Gloucester, and that he passed not muche on the aucthoritie and gouernaunce of the realme, determined with her self, to take vpon her the rule and regiment, bothe of the kyng and his kyngdome, & to depriue & euict out of al rule and aucthoritie, thesaid duke, then called the lord protector of the realme : least men should saie & report, y she had neither wit nor stomacke, whiche would permit & suftre her husband, beyng of perfect age & mas estate, like a yong scholer or innocent pupille to be gouerned by the disposicion of another man. This manly woman, this coragious quene, ceased not to prosecute furthwith, her inuented imaginacion and_prepesed purpose, but practised daily the furtheraunce of thesame. And although this inueci5 came first of her awne high mind, and ambicious corage, yet it was furthered and set forward by suche, as of long tyme had borne malice to the duke, for declaryng their vntruth as you before haue heard. Whiche venemous serpentes, and malicious Tygers, perswaded, incensed and exhorted the quene, to loke well vpon the expenses and reuenues of the realme, and thereof to call an accompt: affirmyng plainly that she should euidently perceiue, that the Duke of Gloucester, had not so muche aduaunced & preferred the commo J wealth
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. wealth and publiquc vtilitie, as his avvne priuate thinges & peculier estate. Be side this, lleyner kyng of Scicile, wrote to his. doughter, that she & her husband, should take vpon them, the rule & gouernaunce'of the realme, and not to be kept vnder, likeyong wardes and desolate orphanes., The queue perswaded and encoraged by these meanes, toke vpo her and her husbande, y high power and aucthoritie ouer the people and subiectes. And althou«h she ioyned her husbande with hir in name, for a countenaunce, yet she did all, she saied all, and she bare the whole swynge, as the strong oxe doth whe he is yoked in the the plough with a pore silly asse: and firste of all she excluded the duke of Gloucester, from all rule and gouernaunce, not prohibityng suche as she knewe to be his mortal enemies, to inuent and imagyne, causes and griefes, against hym and his: so that by her permissio, and fauor, diuerse noblemen conspired against hym, of the whiche, diuerse writers affirrne, the Marques of Suffolke, and the duke of Buckyngham to be the chiefe, not vnprocured by the Cardinall of Winchester, and the Archebishop of Yorke. Diuerse articles, bothe heynous and odious, were laied to his charge in open counsaill, and in especiall one, that he had caused men adiudged to dye, to be put to other execucion, then the law of the land had ordered or assigned: for surely the duke being very well learned in the la we ciuill, detestyng malefactors, and punishyng their offences, gat great malice and hatred of such as feared to haue condigne reward for their vngracious actes and mischeuous doynges. Although the duke (not without great laude and praise) sufficiently answered to all thynges to hym obiected, yet because his death was determined, his wisedome litle helped, nor his truth smally auailed : but of this vnquietnes of mynde, he deliuered hymself, because he thought neither of death, nor of condempnacion to dye : suche affiaunce had he in his strong truthe, and suche confidence had he in indifferent iustice. But his capitall enemies and mortal foes, fearyng that some tumulte or commocion might arise, if a prince so well beloued of the people, should bee openly executed, and put to death, determined to trappe & vndoo hym, or he thereof should haue knowledge or warnyng. So for the furtherance of their purpose, a parliament was somoned to be kept at Bery, whether resorted all the peres of the realme, and emongest them, the duke of Gloucester, whiche on the second daie of the session, was by thelorde Beaumond, then high Constable of Englande, accompanied by the duke of Buckyngha, and other, arrested, apprehended, and put in warde, and all his seruauntes isequestered from hym, and. xxxii. of the chief of his retinue, were sent to diuerse prisons, to the greate admiracion of the common people. The duke the night after his emprisonement, was found dedde in his bed, and his body shewed to the lordes and commons, as though he had died of a palsey or empostome : but all indifferent persons well knewe, that he died of no natural death but of some violet force : some Judged hym to be strangled : some affirme, that a hote spittewas put in at his foundement: other write, that he was stiffeled or smoldered betwene twoo fetherbeddes. After whose deathe, none of his seruauntes (al• though they were arraigned and attainted) wer put to death : for the Marques of Suffolk, when they should haue been executed, shewed openly their pardon, but this doyng appeased not the grudge of the people, whiche saied that the pardone of the seruauntes, was no amendes for murderyng of their master. The dedde corse of the duke, was caried to sainct Albons, and there honorably buried. Thus was this noble prince, sonne, brother, and vncle to kynges, whiche had valeauntly and pollitiquely by the space of. xxv. yeres gouerned this Realme, and for his demerites, called the good duke of Gloucester, by a bone cast by his enemies, choked and brought to his fatall fine, and laste ende. So all men maie openly se that to men in aucthoritie, no place no not the courte the cheif refuge of all, nor the dwellyng house, nor yet a mannes priuate Castle, or his bed orcleined for his quietnes, is out of daungier of deathes dart. It semeth to many men, that the name and title of G loucester, hath been vnfortunate and vnluokie to diuerse, whiche for their honor, haue been erected by creacionof princes, to that stile and dignitie, as Hugh Spencer, Thomas of Woodstocke, sonne to kyng Edward the third, and this duke Humfrey, whiche thre persones, by miserable death finished their dales, and after them kyng Richard the. iii. also, duke of Gloucester, in ciuill E e warre
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    2]0 THE. XXVI. YERE OF warre was slain and confounded : so y this name of Gloucester, is take for an vnhappie and vnfortunate stile, as the prouerbe speaketh of Seianes horse, whose rider was euer vnhorscd, and whose possessor was euer brought to miserie. When the rumor of the dukes death, was blowen through the realme, many me wer sodainly appalled and amased for teare: many abhorred and'detested 5- faict, but all men reputed it an abhominable crueltie, and a shameful tiranny. But the publique wealth of the realme of Englande, by the vnworthy death of this pollitique prince, susteined greate losse,^ & ran into ruyne, for surely the whole wai«ht and burden of the realme, rested and depeded vpo him, as the experience afterward did "declare. For after his death, good & sage men fearing the selfes, fled out of y flattens court, into whose places entered suche, as desiryng their awne promocion,^ set open the gates to new faccions, whiche could neuer be extinct till all the seignorics beyod the sea (except Caleice & the marches) were lost, & kyng Hery in conclusion spojled of hys Realme & lyfe. There is an olde sayd saw, that a man entedyng to auoide the smoke, falleth into the fyre: So here the Quene mynding to preserue her husbad in honor, & her selfe in aucthoritie, procured & consentid to the death of this noble man, whose onely death brought to passe that thynge, which she woulde most fayne haue eschewed, and toke from her that iewel, w hiche she moste desired: for if this Duke had lyued, the Duke of Yorke durst not haue made title to the crowne : if this Duke had liuyd, the nobles had not conspired against the king, nor yet the cotnos had not rebelled : if this Duke had lyued, the house of Lacastre' had not been defaced and destroyed, which thynges hapned all contrary by the destruccio of this good man. This is the worldly iudgemet, but God knoweth, what he had predestinate & what he had ordained before, against whose ordenaunce preuayleth no counsaill, and against whose will auayleth no stryuinge. tf THE. XXVI. YERE. The. MY;. IN this. xxvi. yere of the reigne of this kynge, But in the first yere of the rule of the Jm' Quene, I fynde no thyng done worthye to be rehersed, within the Realme of Englande, but that the marques of Suffolke by greate fauor of the kynge, and more desire of the Quene, was erected to the title, and name of the duke of Suftblke, whiche dignitie he shorte tymeenioyed & which degre, he but abriefeseaso possessed. For after the deposicion or rather the destruction of thegood duke of Gloucester, and theexaltacionand aduauncement of this glorious man: Rychard duke of Yorke, beyng greatly alied by his wyfe, to the chief peres and potentates of the Realme, ouer and besydehis awne progenye and greate consanguinitie, perceiuyng the Kyng to be a ruler not Ruling, & the whole burden of the Realme, to depend in the ordinances of the Quene & the duke of Suri'olke, began secretly to allure to his frendes of the nobilitie, and priuatly declared to the, his title and right to the Crowne, and lykewyse dyd he to a certain wyse and saige Gouernors and rulers of dyuers cities and townes : whiche priuie attept was so politiquely handeled and so secretly kept, that his prouisio was ready, before his purpose was openly published, and hys frendes opened theim selfes or the contrary parte coulde them espye : but in conclusion tyme reueled truth and olde hyd hatred openly sprange out, as you shall hereafter bothe lament and heare. DVRING these doynges, Henry Beauffbrd, bishop of Winchester, and called the ryche Cardinall, departed out of this world, and was buried at Wynchester. This man was sonne to Ihon of Gaunte duke of Lancaster, disceded of an honorable lignage, but borne in Baste, more noble of blodd, then notable in learning, haut in stomacke,.and hygh in coutenaunce, ryche ahoue measure of all men, & to fewe liberal, disdaynfull to his kynne and dreadfull to his louers, preferrynge money before frendshippe, many thinges beginning, and nothing perfourmyng. His couetous insatiable, and hope of long lyfe, made hym bothe to forget (Sod, poUicie to get it, or by ryches to bye it. Fye, will not death be hyered, nor will money do aothyng ?
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. nothyng? when my nephew of Bedford died, I thought my selfe halfe \^p the whele, but when I sawe myne other nephew of Gloucester disceased, then I thought my self able to be equale with kinges, and so thought to encrease my treasure in hoope to haue worne a tryple Croune. But I se now the worlde faileth me, and so I am deceyued: praiyng you all to pray for me." Of the gettyng of this mannes goodes both by power, legantye or spirituall bryberie I wil not speake : but the kepinge of them for his ainbycious purpose, aspiryng to ascend to the papisticall sea, was bothe great losse to his naturall Prince, and nalyue countrey: for his hidde ryches might haus wel holpen the king, and his secrete treasure might haue releued the comonaltie, whe money was scante and importunate charges, were daily imminent. After the death of this prelate, which was a great slay to the Kyng £ the real me, the affayres in Fraunce, were neither well loked to, nor the gouernors of the countrey were well aduised. For an Englishe capitayi>, called syr Franceys Surrien the Arragonoys, a man for his witt and actiuitie admitted to the order of the Gartier, toke by scalyng sodaynly in the night, a Towne on the frontiers of Normandie, belonging to the duke of Britayn, called Fongiers, spoyling the same, and kyllinge the inhabitautes to the great destruccion of the people, and more displeasure to the duke of Britayn, their souereigne lorde. The duke beynge thereof aduertysed, sent woorde to the Frenche kynge, declaringe to him that in the time of truce (in the which, he as hisallye and vassal was coprehendyd) he was spoyled and bereuyd of his towne of Fongiers : besechyng the Frenche kynge, in that cause to se a recompense and amendemente: whereupon he sent Ihon Hauart his caruar, and Ihon Cosynet one of the masters of his requestes to the kyng of England : & to the duke of Somerset, he dispatched Peter de Fountaynes Esquier, & one of the cheife of his stable, to whome by both the Princes, it was aunswered, that the facte and enterprise was both done contrary to there mynde, will and knowledge. And for the truce to be kept, and not onely restitucion, but also amendes to be made to the Duke of Britayn, a daye of dyet and assemble was appointed to be kept at the town of Louiers. At the time appointed both the parties assembled : the Frenche parte demaunded amendes, with no litle recompense : The Englishe orators aunswered, that without offece, no thing by iustice, ought to be satisfied: affirming the doynge of syr Franceys Surrien, to be his onely acte, withoute the consent or counsail, either of the kynge of England, or the duke of Somerset his lieuetenat and regent. During this daily communicacio & longe delayc, certain Frenchemeu, frendes to the duke of Britayn, desyring to be reuenged of the iniurie done to him at Fongiers, and also imagening, how to do some new displeasure to the Englishme, were aduertised by a wagoner of Louiers, y the town of Poutelarche, was but meanly manned and slenderly furnished, and the watche was but negligently loked to: with whiche saiynges the Frenchemen beynge somwhat encouraged, deuised a waye, howe by pollicie to take the tonne: So the wagoner laded his wagon, and passed forward, hauing in his company, ii. strongc varieties clad lyke carpenters with great axes in their neckes. And for the furtherace of their purpose, the lord of Bressy, with a chosen company of men of armcs lodged himself in a husshement nere to the gate of sainct Andrewe. And capitayn Floquet, accompanied with syr lames of Cleremout, and another great company, priuilie kirked vndei a wood toward Louiers. When al thinges were appoynted, early in the morning in the beginning of the moneth of October, the wagoner came to the gate, & called the porter by name, praiyng him to open the gate, that he mighte passe to Koen, and returneagayne the same night. The porter (whiche wel fcnew the voice of his customer) toke litle hede to the other, ii. copagnions, & so opened the one gate, and sent another felow of his, to ope the foremost gate. Whe y Chariotte was on the draw bridge, betwene both y1 gates, the Chariottemastcr gaue the porter money, and for the nones, let one pece fal to the grounde, & whyle the porter sloped to take it vp, the wagoner with his dagger stroke him in at his throtc, so that he cried for no healpe, and the. ii. great lubbers slewe the other porters, and with their axes cutte the axeletre of the wagone, BO that thedrawe bridge could not be shortlye drawen vp. Which thinges done, they made a signe to capitayne Floquet, whiche, without delay or tract of time, entered the town, and E e 2 slew
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    212 THE. XXVI. YERE OF slew and toke the Englishmen, which neither heard nor thought of any suche enterprise: emongest whom, the lord Fauconbridge, capitaine of the saide towne, was apprehended as a prisoner. By this pratye cautele and slyghe imposture, was the towne of Poutelarche take and surprised, which towne was the kay and passage ouer the ryuer of Soame, fro Frauce to Normandy, beyng distant fro Roen, only. iiij. leagues. Thus wrong was added to wrong, & iniurie'heped to iniurie, whereby y terme of truce was violated, & mortal warre was reuiued. But because y taking of this fortresse, had a certain colour of brekig of truce. The duke of Somerset by ambassadors, £ not by force of armes, deuised^to recouer this pratye town, & set for y restitucio of thesame, diuerse ambassadors to y Freeh kyng & his cousail, which made auswere agayn, y if the Englishmen restored to the duke of ikytain, the town of Fogiers with codigne amedes, for the damages done & comitted within the same, the town of Poutlarche should agayne be rendered and deliuered: for the Frenche kynge and his counsaill began now to perceyue and smel, that the affayres of Englande, by the death of the duke of Gloucester, were sore minished and decayed, and that good counsaill began to waxe faynte and decay, and sedicion freshely began to spryngc and ryse: By reason whereof, they thoughte that Normandye might sone be conquered and recoured, and that the Englishe nacion out of that region might easely be expulsed and driue out : wherfore they determined to take the good occasion to them openly offered, & to lose no tyme in so good a bargayne. Wherupo kyng Charles diuided his armye in to. iii. partes, not doubting of victory, by reason that the fame of the coquest of Pountelarche, was blowen and spread abrode ouer al y coutrey. So after diuers assautes (not without losse of diuers of his men) he had rendered to hym by coposkion, the townes of Louiers and Gerborie, whereof Willia Harper was capitayn. Thus prosperous victory dayly succedinge to the Frenche kynges armye, he augmenting his hooste, determined to get the town of Vernoyle in perche, £ gyrd it round about with a strog seage. The inhabitautes wherof, although with the sodayne chaunce they were somewhat abashed, yet hauinge some succours, and hopinge of more relefe, toke to them good courage, and manfully defended the towne. But when their ayde taried lender, then they either thought or desired, they were compelled to compound and pact with their cnemyes, vpon this condicion : that if the seage were not reysed within, xx. dayes, that then they shoulde departe with bagge and baggage, whiche condicio was accepted : and because no rescous came, the town, Castel and the great Towre, were deliuered. The Frenche historians affirme, the towne to be taken by assaute, and the Castell by composicion, but all writers agree, that the Frenchemen obteyned it. Thus was warre reuiued before the full terme of the truce expyred, which was the moste detestable and vnprofitable chaunce that either could, or might haue happened or come, to the realme of England. For by this sodayn damage & losse, without thought arrising, the Englishe capitaynes were so busyed & vnquieted, what.with appeasyng dayly rumors within townes, and what with studye how to recouer Castels lost and taken, that they scace wyste, what waye to take : for while they studied, how to kepe and defede one citie. iiij. or. v. other, folowing fortunes chaunce, turned to the Frenche parte, and became their enemies. The chefe cause of which reuolting and turnlgwas this: It was blowen throughout all Fraunce, that the realme of Englancle,&after the death of the duke of Gloucester, by the seueral faccids of Princes, was diuided in two partes, and that William de la Pole, late created duke of Suffolke, and diuers other were the occasion of the death of the said duke of Gloucester, which was the very Father of the countrye, and the shield and defence of the poore comonaltie, and that the forenamed duke ofSufFolke, only for lucre of money, vexed, oppressed and molested the poore people, so. that mens myndes were not intentiue, nor geuen to outward affayres, and foren coquestes but all theire studie was, how to driue backe and defend dorncsticall iniuries, and dayly wronges done at home : by reason w-hereof men of warre were vnpayed, and no armye for resistece was either gathered or assebled together : which mischiefes (while the Kyn
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 213 to be phiitasied and labored: And while quene Margarete his wyfe, in whom the whole rule of the realme consisted, beyng a woman of to muche credece geuyng, to euil & flattering cosallors them litle regarded) dayly so much encreased, that by no meanes after they could be either ouercome or resisted : so that by this meanes the Frenche nacion knew in what case the state of the realme of Englande stode in, whiche elated & encouraged their hartes & dauted & appalled the courages of the Normans and Gascoyns, so muche that for lacke of ayde and relefe, they turned to the Frenche parte, and forsoke their very souereigne lord the king of Englande in shorte space, as you shall here after heare. f THE. XXVII. YERE. IT was not enough, the realme of Englad this season thus to be vexed and vnquieted with The. the busines of Normady, but also a new rebellion began in Irelande, to the great displeasure of the Kynge and his counsaill: for repressinge whereof, Richard duke of Yorke, with a conuenient nuber of men was sent thither, as lieuetenant to the Kyng, which not onely appeased the fury of the wylde, and sauage people there, but also gat him suche loue and fauour of the countrey and the inhabitautes, that their syncere loue and fredly afteccion coulde neuer beseperated fro him and bis lygnage, as in the sequele of this story, you shall more plainly perceyue. The Frenchemen hauyng perfyte vnderstading of the infirmitie and vnreadinesse of the realme of Englande, displaied their banners, and set furthe their armyes, and in shorte space gat by yeildynge, Constance, Gisors, Castell, Gayllard, Pontean du mere, sainct Lo, Fescampe, Newchastel, Alanson, Toncque, Manleo argeton, Lisiaux argenton, and diuers other townes in Normandy: Lykewise in Guyen was the town of Maulissone redered to y Erie of Foys. These townes were not yelded voluntarilye by the Englishe souldiors, but they were thereunto compelled by the cytizens and the inhabitauntes of the townes, whiche apparantly perceyuing, that the great flame of the Englishe force was extinct and consumed, rose against the Capitaines, and either opened the gates to their enemies, or constrained them to render vpon a composicion. By which enforcement was the rych citie of Roan deliuered : for surely the Duke of Somerset & the lorde Talbot Erie of Skrowesburye, had well kept & defended this citie, if they had bene no more vexed with the citizens, then they were with their enemyes. For after the Frenche king had once by his Herault somoned the citie, the inhabitautes not only sought ways and inuented fraudes, how to betray the same, but also put on harnes and rebelled against their capitaynes, menacinge to the death & destruccion al the English people. The capitaines perceiuyng their vntrought, & trayterous demeanour retrayted them selfes into the Castell or Palaice, where they a certaine space with arrowes and haudgonnes, sore molested and vexed the vntrew citizens. But when they cosidered the great puyssaiice of the Freeh kyng, and that they were in dispayre of all ayde or relefe, and that their rictayle and artillarye began sore to minishe, they thoughte it better to compounde and agree with their enemies, rather then wilfully to be destroyed or dye for farnyn : and so vpon condicion that all they should safely departe to Caen with all their goods and arrnure, and that certain townes should be deliuered by a daye, they were permitted to departe : leauyng behynd them for hostages, till the sayd townes (whiche were agreed to be rendered) should be deliuered, the Erie of Shreuesbury and the lorde Butler, sonne to the Erie of Ormonde, which were sent to the Castell of Eureux, because they sore feared the malice of the citizens of Roen. The Frenchemen folowyng still the steps of victorie, & elated with the brute and fame of getting of Roen, determined either by force or offer, to get the towne of Harfflew, and shortely assauted thesame, wherof was capitayn syr Thomas Coneson, a man of great witt and of no lesse force : which hauing knowledge of the heauy tidinges, brought from Roen, was therewith nbthinge abashed, but coragiously set vpon his enemies, and them to their great hurt, manfully repulsed and draue from the walles, The Frenchemen learning wit by this great perill, left their scalynge, and 4 deuised
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    THE. XXVIII. YERE OF deuised dayly, howe to batter and breake the walles & fortificacios. This seage long continned to the great losse of both parties. When syr Thomas sawe small lykehhod of ayde or gayne, but muche apparaunce of losse and Jeopardy, he toke a conuencion with hi* enemies, and so departed with all his goodes. 1T THE. XXVIII. YERE. •n«.«vr,i. AFTER whiche towne rendered, the fortresse of Hunflew, vpon the same composition yc'e< was veilded Thus you may perceyue, that fortune is euer without measure, for either she to muche fauoreth or to muche hateth: for beside these townes surrendered in Normandy, the duke of Britayne recouered agayne Fongiers, sent Ihon de Buerne and diners other townes In the meane season, the king of England sent into Normandy with a crew of. M and. ccccc. men, a valiaunt capitayn, called syr Thomas Kynel: a man of great stomacke, it' he had hadde a great armye but his power was to small, either to recouer that whiche was lost, either to saue that, whiche yet remayned vngotten : but surely iu him lacked neither good will nor courage, for with his small numbre, he recouered agayn the townes of Lyseaux and Valongnes. After which feate, he ioyned hymsclf with sir Hery Norbery, sir Robert Veere, Matthew Gough, and other capitaines, so that they were aboue fiue thousande men, of valiaunt hartes and haute courages. After long consultation, they determined to fight with the Freflchmen, whiche wer gooyng to the siege of Caen, but in their iourney, they were encountered at a place called Fonnigny, betwene Carentyne and Bayeux, by the erle of Cleremont, lieuetenaunt for the Frenche kyng, the Stewarde of Poytou,' and the lorde of Rays Admirall of Fraunce, with sixe hundred men of armes, and sixe thousand other, whiche skirmished with the Englishmen a greate season. Duryng whiche skirmishe, there arriued Arthur erle of Richemond, high Constable of Fraunce, lames of Luxenborough, erle of Lauall, with a greate numbre of horsemen and freshe fotemen. After his coinmyng, he and all the Frenchmen set on thenglishmen, jieyng faint and wery with the long skirmishe. This battaill was sore fought, but in conclusio, the Englishmen Ver discomfited, and put to flight, and of theim slain aboue iiii. M. and. viii. C. taken prisoners, where of, sir Thomas Kiriell, sir Henry Norbery, £ sir Thomas Dreue wer the chief, sir Robert Vere and Matthcwe Gough saued themselfes. This was the first foughten feld, that the Frenchmen gatte on the Englishmen in many yeres, wherfore, I blame theim not, though they of a litle, make muche, and set furthe all, and hide nothyng that maie souncle to their glory. They declare what n fibre thei slew, but thei write not how many of them wer slain nor destroyed. AFTER this victory obteined, the Frenche kyng hearyng that the Duke of Somerset was in the tonne of Caen, thought that he had nothyng doen, if he permitted the duke, still to tary in Normandy, whiche by new aide and freshe succors, might turne the whele of Fortune, into a contrary parte, and peraduenture recouer all that hath been loste, or put the realme of Fraunce in ieoperdy: wherefore, like a wise prince, entendyng to preuent thynges, imminent £ "at hande, assembled an armie royall, & in his awne persone, hanyng in his compe Reyner, called kyng of Scicile, father to the Quene of Englande, the dukes of Calaber and Alaunson, the erics of Cleremont, Richemond, Mayne, Dumoys, Sent Polk, and Dampemartyne, beside many noble Barons and valiaunte knightes, when all thynpes were ready, as opportunitie of tyme serued: He caused the Tonne to bee ennironed on euery side, assignyng to his capitaines seuerail places of the toune to bee assauted, and there to proue their manhod. The erle of Dumoys, with more loste then gain entered into a bulwerke and was beaten backe. Thenglishemen within the toune kept silence, as though they knewe not of their enemies approchyng, but euery man kept his loupe, and euery capitain well ouer'.oked his ward. The Frenchemen with quarelles, morispikes, slynges, and other engynes, began to assaut the walles: but of the
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    KYNG HENRY THE. Vl. 215 the Englishemen within, some shot fiercely withlong bo\ves, other cast dartcs, and rolled  doune greate stones and barres of Iron: other cast doune lauelyns, firebrades, hole leade, and blockes with pitche and brymstone, like burnyng fire flamyng: some cast doune and ouerthrewe the scalyng ladders and slewe suche as clyjned vp the walles: neither courage lacked in the assault, nor manhode, nor pollecie in the defence: for on the embatclmetes of the walles were set greate rolles of tymbre, so mouyng and vnstedfaste, that neither scalyng ladder could catche any holde, nor no persone that should clyme vp, could set any sure fotyng. The French kyng, perceiuyng that this assaye litle or nought preuailed hym, sent for all his greate ordinaunce to Paris, determinyng neuer to departe, till he had conquered the toune, either with sworde or famyn. When the ordinance was brought, he daily shot at the walles, and did some hurte: but to the Castle, whiche stode on a rocke, and in it a dongeon vnhable to be beaten doune, he did no harrne at all. In this toune was the duke of Somerset, his wife and children, but he was not capitain, for the Duke of Yorke owner of the toune, by the kynges gifte, had appoynted there his capitain generall, sir Dairy Halle, and of the castle, sir Robert Veer, and of the dongeon, sir Henry lladford. Daily the shot was greate, but more terrible then hurtfull. Sauyngone daie, a stone shot into the toune, fel betwene the duches of Somerset, and her children, whiche, beyng amased with this chaunce, praied on her knees her husbande, to haue mercy and compassion of his small enfantes, and that they might be deliuered out of ytoune in sauegard. The duke more piteous then hardy, moued with the dolor of his wife, and loue of his children, assembled the capitaines and magistrates of the toune, declaryng to theim, the power andpuyssaunce of the Frenche kyng, and their debilitie and weakenes, perswadyng theim rather to yeld and rendre vpon honest condicions, then obstinatly to resist, and foolishly to perishe. Sir Dauy Halle, capitain of the toune, aunswered to hym, saiyng : my lorde, although you bee the kynges lieuetenaunt generall, within this countrey and dominion, and maie by force of your aucthoritie, deliuer, sell or geue, any of the kynges tounes, to suche persones, either frendes or enemies, as shall please you : yet I. am sure that you cut your lether to large, to intreate or speake of the renderyng of this toune, -apperteinyng to rny lord & master, Richard duke of Yorke, whiche thereof hath geuen me bothe the charge and custody> with other of my trusty frendes and felowes, and whiche with the helpeof almightie God, I shall well defende, bothe against the Frenche kyng and all his puyssannce, till the duke my master come to succor me: for of men, money and municions, I Irust I haue sufficient. Why saied the duke, am not I here the kynges deputie, representyng his persone, & maie commaunde all thynges accordyng to my discrej;ion: Yea, said the capitain, so that you geue away no manes right, but his, whose aucthoritie you haue for thesarne : as for this toune, I assure you, without my lordes assent,, you shall neither render nor yelde, by my consent or agrement. . The duke was sore moued with this saiyng, and so departed, and after sent for the rulers of the tpune, and the poorest people of thesame, declaryng to them, that their lifes and goodes, wer in the Frenche kynges handes, and if they looked not shortely to their sauegard, of death they were sure, and of mercie farre vncertain : exhortyng theim to folowe his louyng monicion, rather then -the hardened harte, of their to hardie capitain. The people of the toune thus perswaded (whose hartes wer rather Frenche then Englishe) began to rise against sir Dauy, boldely affirmyng, that if he tooke no composicion, within three daies, thei would open the gates, -and let in the Frenche kyng: and of this opinion, wer all the common souldiors. What should the poore Hare saie, when she is enuironed with a hundred houndes, or the silly Larke crye, when she is in the middell of a hundred Hawkes, but take pacience, and seke jiwaie to escape: so this capitain perceiuyng, that neither his woordes serued, nor his truthe toward his master preuailed, bad the duke of Somerset do what he list, for he would in no -wise be named in y composicid. Then the duke partely to please the tounes men, but more desirous to please the duches his wife, made an agrement with the Frenche kyng, that he would rendre the toune, so that he and all his, might depart in sauegard with all their goodea
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    216 THE. XXVIII. YERE OF eoodes and substaunce : whiche offre, the Frenche Kyng gladly accepted and allowed, fenowyng that by force, he might lenger haue longed for the strong toune, then to haue possessed tiiesamc so sone. After this conclusion taken, sir Dauie Halle, with diuerse other of his trustie fredes, departed to Chierburge, and from thence sailed into Irelande, to the duke of Yorke makyng rclacion to hym of all these dooynges: whiche thyng kyndeled so so Create a rancore in his harte & stomacke that he neuer lefte persecutyng of the Duke of Somersette, till he had brought hym to his fatall poynt, and extreme confusion. AIT ER the obteinyng of this strong toune of Caen, therle of Clerernont besieged the citie of Lyseux, whereof was capitain Matthewe Gough, with thre hundred Englishmen. The capitain perceiuyng that when Caen was not rescewed, that poore Liseux, was in dispaire of all succor, agreed to abandon and deliuer the citee, so that he and his people, might departe to Chierburge, hauyng no yron weapon1 nor armure, but onely their goodes, and white stafes in their handes. After the deliueraunce of this toune, the Frenchmen stil like good begeles, folowyng their preye, besieged the toune of Fallayse, apperteinyng to the lord Talbot, erle of Shrewesbury: .whereof wer capitaines for thesaied erle, Andrewe Trollop, and Thomas Cotton esquires, whiche beyng desperate of succors, and considervng the puissaunce of their enemies, agreed to deliuer the toune vpon.twoo condicions". The one was, that the Erie their master, whiche remained in pledge for certain condicions, agreed to bee perfourmed at the deliueraunce of Roen, (as you haue heard before) should be dismissed & set at libertie. The other, that if they wer not rescued within twelfe daies, that then, they and theirs, to depart with armure, and all their godes moueable, whether ft pleased them. After this agrement at the daie prefixed, no rescues came, and so the toune was redered, and incontinent after, the fortresse of Dampforde was deliuered vpon like agrement. For the Frenchmen bragged, that they regarded neither golde nor siluer, but desired rule, glory, and fame: With whiche lightnesse, the other tounes of Normandy beyng perswaded, voluntarily rendered themselfes, vassalles and subiectes to the Frenche nacion. NOW rested English, onely the toune of Chierburge, wherof was capitain, Thomas Gonuile, which surely, valiautly defended the toune as long as vitail and municion serued: but when those two handes wer spent and consumed, he destitute of all comforte and aide, vpon a reasonable composicio, yelded the toune and went to Caleis, where the duke of Somerset, and many Englishemen then soiorned : lamentyng their losse, and desperate of all recouery. Thus was the riche duchie of Normandy lost, y whiche had continued in thenglishmennes possession, xxx. yeres, by the coquest of Kyng Henry the fifth. In the whiche duchie wer a hundred strong tounes and fortresses, hable to be kept and holden, beside theim whiche wer destroyed by the, warres, and in thesarne was one Archebishopricke, and sixe bishoprickes. Some saie, that the Englishemen wer not of puyssaunce, either to man the tounes as they should bee or to inhabite the countrey, whiche was the cause, that they could could not, kepe it : accordyng to the Frenchemennes Adage, whiche saieth : A man cannot long hold that, whiche he cannot gripe. Other say, that the duke of Somerset, for his awne peculier profile, kept not halfe his nombre of souldiors, and put their wages in his purse. These be mennes imaginacions and conjectures, but surely the losse of it, was the domesticall diuision within the realnie, euery greate man desiryng, rather to be reuenged on his foo at home, then on his outward enemie, as you now shall manifestly se and perceiue. H THE. XXVIII. YERE. •The^xxviH. FOR while these conquestes wer obteined in the partes beyond the sea. with sworde, speare, and target, by the aduersaries of the Englishmen, thre mischeuous capitaines, set the people of the Reahne (aswell of the nobilitie, as of the meane sorte) in a ciuill warre and
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 217 and intestine diuision : For einong the high Princes and peeres, reigned inward grudge: .emong the Cleargie, adulacion, £ einong the commonaltie, disdain of lasciuious souereigntie vvhiche the Queue with her minions, and vnprofitable counsailers daily tokc and vsurped vpo them. Wherforc they (not myndyng to be more charged, then their backes would beare, and perceiuyiig that by the negligent prouision, and improuident pollicie of the "wit wantyng gouernors within tlie realme, the affaires and businesse in tiie partes beyonde the sea, daily decaied and more wer like to do, if other pollitique rulers were put in aucthoritie, and the negligent officers, sequestered and deposed,) began to mnke exclamacion against the Duke of Suffo!kt% affirming him, to be tbeonely cause of the deliuery of Angeow & Mayne, the chief procurer of the death of the good duke of Gloucester, the verie occasion of the losse of Normandy, the moste shallower vp and consumer of the kynges treasure, (by reason whereof, the warrcs in Fraunce wer not maintained,) the expeller 1V5 the kyng, of all good and verteous cuunsailors, apd the bi inger in and auauncer of vicious persones, common enemies and apparaur.t aduersarics to the publique wealthe: So that the duke was called in euery mannes mouth, a traitor, a murderer, a robber of the kynges treasure, and worthy to bee put to moste cruell punishemcnt. By reason of this exclatnacio, the Queue somewhat fearyng the destruccion of the Duke, but more the confusion of her self, caused the Parliament, before begon at the blacke Friers in London, to be adiorned to Leicester, thinking there, by force and rigor of f law, to subdue and represse all the malice and euill will, conceiued againste the Duke and her: at whiche place fewe of the nobilitie would appere, wherefore it was again adiorned to Westminster, where was a whole company and a ful^apparaunce. In the whiche session, the commons of the neither house, put vp to the Kyng, and the Lordes, many articles of treason, misprision and misdemeanoure, against the duke of Suffolke: theffect wherof with his aunsweres, hereafter ensueth. FIRST they alleged, that he had traitorously excited, provoked, and counsailed, Ihon I erle of Dumoys Bastard of Orleauce, Bertrame, Lorde Presigny, Willyam Cosynet, enemies to the kyng, and frendes and Ambassadors to Charles, callyng hymself Frenche kyng, to entre into this Realme, and to leuy warre against the kyng and his realme, to the intent to destroye the kyng and his frendes, and to make Ihon his sonne, kyng of this realme, mariyng hym to Margaret, sole heire to Iho duke of Somerset, pretendyng and declaring her, to be next heire inheritable to the Croune, for lacke of issue of the Kynges body lawefully begotten. ITEM that thesaied duke, beyng of the kynges priuie and nere cousaill, allured by greate 2 rewardes, and faire promises, made by the foresaied Erie of Dumoys, caused the kyng to deliuer and sette at libertie, Charles duke of Orleaunce, enemy to the kyng, and the kynges noble father, whiche deliueraunce, was prohibited by expresse woordes, in the last will of the kynges moste victorious father. ITEM, that before the departure of the saied duke of Orleaunce, the forenamed Duke 3 of Suffolke, traytorously faste cleauyng to Charles called the French kyng, counsailed, prouoked, and entised thesaid duke of Orleaunce, to moue thesame kyng, to make warre against England, bothe in Fraunce and Normandy: accordyng to whiche procurement and.counsaill, thesaied Frenche kyng, hath recouered the whole realme of Fraunce, and all the Duchie of Normandy, and taken prisoners, the Erie of Shrewesbury, the Lorde Fauconbridge, and many other valeaunt capitaines. These three articles, he denied either for fact or thought. FARTHER it was alledged, that he beyng Ambassador for the Kyng of Englande, to 4 Charles callyng hymself the Frenche Kyng, promised to Reyner kyng of Scicile, and to Charles Dangiers his brother, enemies to the kyng, the relese of AngeOw, with the deliueraunce of the Countie of Mayne, and the citie of Maunt or Mauns, without the knowledge of the other Ambassadors, whiche him accompanied: whiche promise, after his reF f turne,
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    fi}8 THE. XXVIII. YERE OF turnc, he caused to be performed, to the kynges disinheritance, and losse irrecuperable, and to the strength of his enemies and feblishement of the Duchy of Normandie. TO this article lie answered, that his commission was to conclude, and doo all thynges nccordyng to his discresion, for the obteinyng of a peace, and because without deliuery of those coiUreys, he perceiued that truce could not be obteined, he agreed, to the relese and deliueraunce of theim. 5 ALSO they surmised, that thesaied duke, beyng in Fraunce in the kynges seruice, and oneof the priuiest of his counsaill there, traiterously, declared and opened to the capitaines and conduyters of warre, apperteinyng to the kynges enemies, the kynges counsaill, purueiaunceof his armes, furniture of his tounes, and all other ordinaunces, wherby the kynges enemies, (enformed by his trayterous informacion) haue gotten tounes and fortresses, and the Kyng by that meane, depriued of his inheritaunce. 6 ITEM, thesaied duke declared to the Erie of Dumoys, to the Lorde Presigny, and Willyam Cosynet, Ambassadors for the Freche kyng, liyng in London, the priuities of the kynges counsaill, bothe for the prouision of farther warre, and also for defence of the Duchy of Normandy: by the disclosyngwherofthe Frenchmen knowyngthe kinges secretes, preuented the tyme, and obteined their purpose. 7 ITEM that the sayde Duke, at suche time as the Kyng sent Ambassadours to the Frenche Kyng, for the entreatyng of peace, trayterously before there comyng to the Frenche courte, certified kyng Charles of their commission, aucthoritie, and Instruccions, by reason wherof, neither peace nor amitie succeded, and the Kynges enheritauce lost, and by hys enemyes possessed. 8 ITEM thesame Duke sayde openly in the starre chamber, before the lordes of the Counsail, that he had as highe a place in the cousail house of the Frenche Kynge, as he had there, and was aswell trusted there as here, and coulde remoue from the Frenche kynge, the priuiest man of hys counsayl, if he would. o , ITEM when armyes-haue been prepared, & souldiors redy waged, to passe ouer the sea to resist the Kynges enemyes: Thesayd Duke corrupted by rewardesof the Frenche Kynge, hath restrayned and stayed the sayde armyes to passe any farther. 10 ITEM the sayde Duke beynge Ambassadour for the kyng, comprised not in the leage, as the kynges Alies, neither the kyng of Arragon, neither the duke of Brytayne, but suffered them, to be comprised on the contrary partye, by reason wherof, the olde amitie of the kyng of Arragon, is estraunged from this realme, and the duke of Britayne become enemy to thesame: and Giles his brother the Kynges suer frende, cast in strong prison, and their lyke to ende and finishe his dayes. AL these obiections he vtterly denyed, or fayntely auoyded, but not fully excused. Diuers other crymeswere layde to his charge, as, enrychyng hymselfe with the Kynges goodesand landes, gatheryng together, and rnakyng a money polde of offices, fees, wardes, and fermes, by reason wherof the Kynges estate was greatly mynished and decayed, and he and hiskyn highly exalted, and enriched, with many other pointes, whiche by cause they be not notable, nor of no great force or stregth I omitte and ouerpasse. The Quene, whiche entierly loued the Duke, fearyngthat some comocion and trouble myght ryse, if he were let goo vnpunished, caused hym to be committed to the Towre, where he was kepte with as muche pleasure, as he that was at large, and oute of all captiuitie. But after that a moneth was expired, she ymagenynge the people to be pacified with this open emprysonement, caused him bothe to be deliuered, and also to be restored to the kinges fauor and grace, as muche as euer he was before that tyme. But this doynge incensed the furye of the mutable comons, muche more then before : openly demouncyng, and saiyng, that it was a shame to all the Rnaltne, to se such a persone, infected with so many misdedes, either to rule about a prince or be had in honor. Of these wordes sprang dedes, and of this talkyng, rose displeasure, whiche had growen to greate mischiefe, if pollitique prouision had not, M ith all celeritie resisted the fyrstfury: for the commons in, sundry places of the realme assembled 1 together,
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 2 19 together, gathered great companyes, and elected a Capitayn, whome they, called, bleu- berd :but or they had attempted any cnterpryse, their headdes were apprehended and so the ineinbres sodainly were dispersed, without any hnrte comitted, or perpetrated. AFTER this litle rage was asswaged, the Parliament was adiornied to Leycester, whitlier came the Kyng and the Quene in great estate and with them the Duke of Suffolke, as chefecounsailor. The comosof the lower house, not forgettyng their olde grudge: beseched the kyng, that such persons, as assented to the relese of Angeow, and deliueraunce of Mayne, might be extremely punished, and tormented: and to be priuye to this facte, they accused, as principal, the duke of Suffolke, with Ihon bishop of Salisbury, and syr lames Fynies, lord Say, & diuers other. When kyng Henry perceiued, that the cornons wer thus stomacked and bent, against the Quenes dearlynge William Duke of Suffolke, he playnly sawe, that neither glosyng wolde serue, nor dissimulacion coulde appeace, the continual clamor of the importunate cSmons: Wherfore to begyn a shorte pacificacion in so long a broyle. Firste hesequestred the lorde Say, beyng threasorer of Englande, and other the Dukes adherentes, from there offices, and authentic, and after banished and put in exile the duke of ' Suffolke, as the abhorred tode, and comon noysaunce of the Realme of Englande, for the terme of. v. yeres: meanyng by this exile, to appease the furious rage of y outragious people, and that pacified, to reuocate him into his olde estate, as the Queues chefe frede & counsailer. But fortune wold not, that this flagitious person, shouide so escape: for when he shipped in Suffolke, entendynge to be transported into France, he was encotered with a _shippeof warre apperteynyng to the duke of Excester, the Constable of the Towre of Lon- J^i™de don, called the Nicholas of the Towre. The capitayne of thesame barke with small fight duke of sVentered into the dukes shyppe, and perceyuyng his person present, brought hyrn to Douere Rode, & there on the one syde of a cocke bote caused his head to be stryken of, and left his body with the head vpon the sandes of Douer, which corse was there founde by a chapelayne of his, and conueyed to Wyngfelde college in Suffolke, and there buried. This ende had Willia de la pole, first duke of Suffolke, as men iudge by Gods punyshmef : for aboue all thinges he was noted to be the very organ, engine, and diuiser of the destruccion of Hufrey "the good duke of Gloucester, and so the bloudde of the Innocente mil was with his dolorous death, recompensed and punished. But the death of this froward person, and vngracious patron, brought not the Realme quyete, nor deliuered it from all inward grudge, and intestine diuision, which to all Realrnes is more pestiferous and noysome, then outward warre, dayly famyne, or extreme pestilece. For allthough Rychard duke of Yorke, was in pryson, (as the kynges deputie) in y Realm of Irelande, continually resyaunt there, yet his breath puffed, and his wynde blew dayly, in many paries of the Realme. For many of the nobilitie, and more of the meane estate, wisely ponderynge the estate and condicion of the Realme, perceyuynge more losse then encrease, more ruyne then auauncement, daily to ensue: llcmembryng also that Frauce was conquered, and Normandy was gayned, by the Frenche people in shorte space, thought with them selfes and imageued, that the fatilte of all these miserable chaunces, happened, either because the Kynge was not the true enheritor to the crowne, or that he or his counsaill were not able of wit, pollicie, and circumspeccion, to rule and gouerne so noble a Realme, or so famous a region. Vpon this conjecture the frcndes, kinsmen and alyes of the duke of Yorke, which wer of no small nuber, began to practise the gouernavice of his title: Infusyng and puttyng into mens heades secretely his right to y crown, "his pollilique gouernaiice, his gentle behauior, to all the Iryshe nacion, affirmyng, that he whiche had brought that rude and sauage nacion, ta ciuile fashion, and Englishe vrbanitie,wolde, (if he once ruled in the Realme of England) depose euil counsaillers, correct euil iudges, & reforme all matters amisse, and vnameded. And to set ope the fludde gates of these deuises, it was thought necessary, to cause some great commocio and rysyng of people to be made against the King: so that if they preuayled, then had the duke of Yorke and his complices, there appetite and desire. And because the kentishmen be impacient in wronges disdayning of to much oppression, and euer desirous of new chaung, and new fangelnes.~ F f 2 The
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    THE. XXVIII. YERE OF The, ouerturc of this matter was put fyrste furthe in Kent, and to thentent that it should not beknouen, that the duke of Yorke or his fredes were the cause- of the sodayne rising: A certayn yougma of a goodely stature, and preguaunt wit, was eutised to take vpon him the name of Ihon Mortymer, all though his name were Ihon Cade, and not for a small policie, thinking that by that surname, thelyne and lynage of the assistente house of the erle of JMarche, which were no small number, should be to hym both adherent, and fauorable. This capitayn not onely suborned by techers, but also enforced bj pryuye scholemasters, assembled together a great company of talle personages: assuring them, that their attept was both honorable to God and the king, and also profitable to the common wealth, promisyng them, that if either by force or pollicie, they might once take the kyng, the Queue, & other their counsaillers, into their handes and gouemauce, that they woulde honorablie er.treate the kyng, and so sharply handle his eounsaillers, that neither fiftenes should hereafter be"demanded, nor once any imposicions, or tax should be spoken of. These perswasions, with many other fayre promises of libertie, (whiche the common people more affect & desire, rather then reasonable obedience, and due conforrnitie) so animated the Kentishe people, that they with their capitayne aboue named, in good order of battell (not in great number) came to the playue of Blackehethe, betwene Eldhatn and Grenewyche. And to the entent that the cause of this gloiious capitaines corny ng thither, might be shadowed from the kyng and his counsaill, he sent to him an humble supplicacion, with louyng woordes, but with malicious entent, affirmyng his comyng, not to be against him, but against diuers of his counsail, louers of them selfes, and oppressers of the pore comonaltie, flatterers to the kyng and enemyes to his honor, suckers of his purse, and robbers of his subiectes, perciall to their frendes, and extreme to their enemies, for rewardes corrupted, and for indiflferencie, nothyng doyng. This proude byll, was both of the kyng, and his counsaill, disdainfully taken, and thereupon great consultacion had, and after long debatyng, it was concluded, that suche proude rebelles, should rather be suppressed and tamed, with violence and force then with fayre woordes or amycable aunswer : Wherupon the kyng assembled a great army, and marched toward the, whiche had lyen on Blackeheath, by the space of. vii. dayes.The subtill capitayn named lack Cade, entendyng to bryng the kyng farther, within the eompassc of his net, brake vp hisCampe, and retyred backwarde to the towne of Seuenocke in Kent, and there exspectynge his pray, encamped him selfe, and made his abode. The Queue, which bare the rule, beyng of his retrayte well aduertised, sent syr Humfrey Stafford knyght, and William his brother with many other genteltnen, to folow the chace of the Kentislmien, thinkynge that they had fledde, bat verely, they were desceyued: for at the fyrst skyrmish, both the Staffordes were slayne, and all their companye shamfully discomfited. The kynges armye, beyng at this tyme come to Blackheath, hearynge of this discomfiture, began to grudge and murmure ernongest them selfc: some wishing the duke of Yorke at home, to ayde the capitayne his cosyne: some desiryng theouerthrow of the kyng and his counsaill Bother openly cryeng out on the Quene, and her complices. This rumor opely spoken, & comoly published, caused the kyng, & cerlayn of his counsaill, notleddeby fauor, nor corrupted by rewardes (to the entent to appeace the furious rage of the inconstant multitude) to commit the lord Say, Tlireasorcr of England, to the Towre of London ; and if other, against whome, lyke displeasure was borne had been presente, they had likewise ben serued. But it was necessary that one should suffer, rather then aH the nobilitie then should perish. When the Kentish capitayn, or y couetous Cade, had thus obteyned •victory, and slayne the two valeaunt Staffordes, he appareled hym selfe in their rych armure, and so with pompe and glory returned agayn toward London : in whiche retrayte, diuers idle and vacabonde persons, resorted to. him from Sussex and Surrey, and from other partes to a great nubec. Thus this glorious Capitayny compassed about, "and enuironed with a multitude of euil rude and rusticall persones, came agayn to the playn of Blackeheath, and there strogly en camped him selfe: to whome were sent by the kynge^ the Archebishop of Canterbury, and Ilumfrey duke of Buckyngham, to comon w-ith hym, of his greues and requestes. These
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI., 221 These lordes found him sober in communicacion, wyse in disputyng, arrogant in hart, and styfe iu his opinion, and by no ways possible, to be perswaded to dissolue his armye, except -the kynge in person wolde come to him, and assent to all thynges, which he should requyre, These lordes, perceyuyng the wilful pertinacy, and manifest contumacie of this rebellious lauelyn, departed to the kyng, declaring to hym, his temerarious and rashe wordes,- and presumptuous requestes. The kyngsomwhat hearyng, and more markyng the saiynges of thys' outragious lose!, and hauyng dayly reporte of the concurse and accesse of people, which-' cotinually resorted to him, doubtyng asrnuch his familiar seruauntes, as his vnknowe subiectes (which spared not to speake, that the capitaynes cause, was profitable for the common wealth) departed in all haste 'to the castell of Kylyngworthe in Warwyckeshyre, leauyng only behynd him y" lord Scales, to kepe the Towre of London. The capi-tayn beynge aduertised of the kyngt's absence, came first into Southwarke, and there lodged at the white hart, prohibityng to all men, Murder, Rape, or Robbery: by whiche colour he allured to hym the hartes of the common people. But after that he entered into Londo, and cut the ropes of the draw bridge, strikyng his sworde on London stone, saiyng: now is Mortyrner lorde of this citie, and rode in eiiery strete lyke a lordly Capitayn. And after a flatteryng declaraci on made to the Mayre of the citie of his thither commyng, he departed agayn into Southwarke.    And vpon the thyrde daye of lulij, he caused syr lames Fynes lord Say, and Threasorer of Englande, to be brought to the Gylde halle of London, and there to be arrayned: whiche beyng before the kynges justices put to aunswere, desired to be tryed by his peeres, for the lenger delay of his lite. The Capitayne perceiuyng his dilatorie pie, by force toke him from the officers, and brought him to the standard in Cheape, and there before his con- Theiorje fession ended, caused his head to be cut of, and pitched it on a highe poole, which was opely borne before hym through the stretes. And this cruell tyraunt not content with the murder of the lorde Say, wente to Myle end, and there apprehended syr lames Cromer, then shreue of Kent, and sonne in law to the sayd lord Say, £ hym without confession or excuse in heard, caused there likewyse to be bedded, and his head to be fixed on. a poole, and with these two heddes, this blody butcher entered into the citie agayn, and in despyte caused them in euery strete, kysse together, to the great detestacion of all the beholders. AFTER this shamefull murder, succeded open rapyn and manifest robbery in diuers houses within the citie, and in cspeciall in the house of Philip Malpas, Alderman of London, and diuers other: oucr & besyde raunsonyng, & fynyng of diuers notable marchamites, forthetuycio and securitie of their lyfes and goodes, as Robert Home alderman, which payed. v.C. markes, and yet neither he, nor no ether person was either of lyfe or substance in'a suretie or sauegard. He also put to execution in Southwarke diuers persons, some for infryngyng his rules and preceptes, bycausehe wolde be sene indifferent, other he tormeted of his olde acquayntance, lest they shoulde blase & declare his base byrthe, and lowsy lynage, disparagyng him from his vsurped surname of Mortymer, for the which, he thought and doubted not, both to haue frendes and fautors, both in Londo, Kent, and Essex. The wise Mayrc, and sage magistrates of the citie of London, pereeyuyng theselfes, neither to be sure of gooties nor of lyfe well warranted, determined with feare to repel and espulse this mischienous head, and hys vngraciotis copany. And because the lord Scales was ordeyned keper • of y Tow re of London, with Mathew Gough, the often named capitayne in Normandy, (as you haue harde before) they purposed to make them pryuye both of their ente»t and enterprise. The lord Scales promised the hys ayde, with shotyng of ordinaunce, and Mathew Goughe was by hym appoynted, to assist the Mayre and the Londoners: bycause he was both of manhode, and experience greatly renoumed and noysrcl. So y Capitaynes of the citie appointed, toke vpon them in the night to kepe the bridge of London, prohibiting the Kentishme, either to passe or approche. The rebelles, which neuer soundly slepte, forfeare of sodain chaunces, h earyng the brydge to be kept and manned, ran with grcate haste to open their passage, where hetwene bothe partes was a lerce and cruell encounter. Mathew Gough, more experte in marcial feates, then the other cbeuetaynes of the citie, perceiuyng the Kentishmen, better.
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    THE. XXVIII. YERE OF better tostande to their taclyng, then his imagination expected, aduised his copany no further to precede, toward Southwarke, till the day appered: to the entent, that the citezens hearing where the place of the ieopardye rested, might occur re their enemies, and releue their frendes and companions. But this counsail came to small effect: for the multitude of £ rebelles draue the citezens from the stoulpesatthe bridge foote, to the drawe bridge, and began to set fyre in diuers houses. Alas vvhat-sorow it was to beholde that miserable chaunce : for some desyrynge to eschew the fyre, lept on his enemies weapon, and so died: fearfull women with chyldren in their armes, amased and appalled, lept into the riuer: other doubtinge how to saue them self betwene fyre, water, and swourd, were in their houses suffocat and smoldered. Yet the Capitayns nothing regarding these chaunces, fought on the draw bridge all the nighte valeauntly, but in conclusion, the rebelles gate the draw bridge, and drowned many, and slew Ihon Sutton alderman, and Robert Heysande a hardy citizen, with many other, beside Mathew Gough, a man of great wit, much experience in feates of chiualrie, the which in continual warres, had valeauntly serued the kyng and his father, in the partes beyod the sea (as before ye haue hearde). But it is of;e.i sene that he, whiche many tymes hath vanqueshed his enemies in straug countreys, and returned agayn as a conqueror, hath of his awne nacion afterward been shamfully murdered, and brought to confusion. This hard and sore coflict endured on the bridge, til. ix. of the clocke in the morninge, in doutfuli chaunce, and fortunes balaunce: for some tyrne the Lodoners were bet back to the stulpes at sainct Magnes corner, and sodaynly agayne the rebelles were repulsed and driuen backs, to the stulpes in Southwarke, so that both partes, beyng faynte, wery and fatigate, agreed to desist from fight, and to leue battail til the next day, vpon condition : that neither Londoners should passe into Southwarke, nor the Kentishme in to London. AFTER this abstinence of warre agreed, the lusty Kentishe Capitayne, hopyng on more frendes, brake vp the gayles of the kinges benche and Marshalsea, and set at libertie, a swarme ofgalates, botlunete for his seruice and apte for his enterprise. The archebishop of Canterbury, beyng then chauncelor of England, and for his suerty lyenge in the Towre of London, called to him the bishop of Winchester, whiche also for feare, lurked at Halywell." These two prelates seyng the fury of the Kentish people, by reason of their betyng backe, to be mitigate and minished, passed the ryuerof Thamyse from the Towre, into Southwarke, bringing with them vnder the kynges great seale, a general .pardon vnto all the offenders T which they caused to be openly proclaimed & published. Lorde how glad the poore people were of this Pardone (ye more then of the great lubile of Rome) and how thei accepted thesame, in so muche that the whole multitude, without biddyng farewel to their capitain, retired thesame night, euery man to his awne home, as men amased, and strike with feare! But Ihon Cade desperate of succors, whiche by the frendes of the duke of Yorke wer to hym promised, and seyng his copany thus without his knowledge sodainly depart, mistrustyng the sequele of y matter, departed secretly in habile disguysed, into Sussex: but all his metamorphosis or transfiguration, litle preuailed. For after a Proclamation made, that whosoHe^ euer C0uld aPPreliende thesaied lac Cade, should haue for his pain, a. M. markes, many "f iad?/ sought for hym, but few espied hym, til one Alexander Iden, esquire of Kent found hym in a garden, and there in his defence, manfully slewe the caitife Cade, & brought his ded body to London, whose hed was set on Londo bridge. This is the successe of all rebelles, and this fortune chaunceth euer to traytors. For where men striue against the streame, their bote neuer cometh to his pretensed porte. AFTER this commotion, the kyng himself came into Kent, & there sat in Judgement vpo the offenders, and if he had not mitigated his iustice, with mercie and compassion, more -then fiue. C. by the rigor of his lawe, had been iustely put to execution: but he cosidcred, bothe their fragilitie and innocencie, and how they with peruerse people, were seduced and •deceiued: and so punished the stubburne heddes, and deliuered the ignorat Sc miserable people, to the greate reioysyng of all his subiectes. DVRYNG this commotion aboute London, Raufe bishop of Salisbury, was by his awne tenantes, Ode.
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 223 tcnantes, & seruautes, murdered at Edyngton, and so from thensefurth daily succeded, murder, slaughter, & discencion. f THE. XXIX. YERE. THese variable chaunces in Englande, were not vnknowen to the French kyng, wherfore, he makyng foundacion vpon the English discord, determined to get into his possession, the duchie of Acquitayne, while the princes of Englande, wer in cotrouersie, for their titles and superioritie: and therfore like a spedy puruior, whiche slacketh not tyme, he sent therles of Ponthieure, and Perigot, with many valiant capitaines, to ley siege to the toune of Bergerac set vpo the riuer of Dordone, of whiche toune was capitain, Iho Geddyng, whiche hearyng of the yeldyng of Roen, and conquest of Normandy, consideryng the puyssaunce of the Frenche army, vpon reasonable condicios, rendered the toune: yet all this notwithstandyng, the lord Cameyse, sir George Seymour, sir Ihon Arundell, and other valiaunt capitaines, whiche had the gouernance of the countrey, manned tounes gathered people, and animated the cold stomackes of the fearefull Gascons: requiryng them to be constant in their fidelitie, true to their natural prince and vndoubted souereigne lorde, sendyng daily letters to the kyng of England and his counsaill, declaryng to him the weakenes of his subiectes, and the strength of his enemies, assertenyng hym for a suertie, that without spedy aide, and redy succors, the whole countrey were like to be gotten fro his possessio. Many letters were sent, and many faire aunswers wer brought, but relief neither appered, nor one man of war was thether shipped. " By reason wherof, the Gascoyns perceiuyng their enemies at hand, intendyng aswell to destroy the countrey, as to subdue the people, began euery man for hymself, to regard nothyng, but the sauyng of their tounes, geodes, and corne: neglectyng defence, and fearful of assaultes, least by small resistence, thei might receiue more detriment, then after ihei could recouer again, either with great force, or muche labor. But thenglishmen, (whose natures are not to be faint harted, euen^ at the very Jeopardy of death) with al their wittes studied, bothe how to repulse & conuince their enemies, & to turne awaie the euil chances whiche thei sawe likely, (if pollicie did not helpe) sodainly to fal, and shortly to insue. But al their pollices little preuailed in coclusion, because succors failed, and force wanted: For after the Frenchmen, had the toune of Bergerac to them rendered, the fortresses of lonsac, of Bonefoy, and diuerse other places willyngly & frely, yelded themselfes to the French subieccion. Duryng whiche tyme, the lorde Doruall, third sonne to the lorde Delabreth, with a greate numbre of men, aswel on horsebacke as on foote, departed from Basas, to conquere and destroy the isle of Madoce : whereof hearyng the Maire of Bordeaux, with a conuenient crewe of men, issued out of the citie, and encontered with his enemies, betwene whom, was a hard fight and a dedly battaill : but the Frenchmen, more with multitude, then with force, vanquished thenglishemen,. and killed and toke prisoners, aboue. vj. C. Englishmen and Gascoynes, but of the Frenchemen which wer in double numbre, aboue their aduersaries (as writers affirme) there wer slain, viii. C. persones. For whiche cause, the capitaines folowed no farther the chace, lest the English people would again returne. This slaughter of the Englishe parte, the Frenche writers set furthe with the moste, but of their awne losse, thei speke not one word. Suche indifferency, is in their Chronographiers. This discomfiture so amased the wittes, & appalled the hartes of the meane Gascons that thei offered many tounes to the French part, before the same wer of them demanded. AFTER this, the Bastard of Orleaunce, erle of Dumoys, and Loguile, lieuetenantgenerail for the Frenche kyng, accompanied with his brother, Ihon erle of Angulesme, whiche, had been long prisoner in England, and many valiant capitaines, and expert men of warre, besieged the Castle of Montguyon, whiche to them was rendered. After this, the saied army besieged the fortresse of Blay, standyng on the. riuer of Gyrond, whiche toune is the > very.
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    224 THE. XXIX. YERE OF very keye of the porte of Bordeaux, and this toune was besieged bothe by water and by lande, and fiersly assaulted and manfully defended, and in conclusion by very force;, for lacke of insistence, conquered and gayned. The bastard of Kendall capitaiu of tiie Castle, seyng the toune lost, vpon certain condicions, deliuered his fortresse, into the possession of the lord lieuetenant. After this toune gained the fortresses of liourge and Liburne yelded, not without flue Wekes besiegyng. The wittie capitaines perceiuyng fortunes fauor towardes them, thought it necessary to take the tyme, while their good planet reigned. Wherfore, to preuent the aide of the Englishmen, whom thei daily expected to come to the succour of their people: they appoynted foure armies, to make war in foure seueral partes. The lurde Charles Delebreth, accompanied with Ihon lorde of Tartas and Aymon, lorde of Doruall his sonnes, and therJe of Foys, and the Viscount Lawtrec his brother, and many noble men of Guyen, laied siege to the toune of Acques, in the whiche bediuerse hoie bathes. Therle of Arminack extreme enemy to the realme of Englande, for breakyng the mariage concluded betwene kyng Henry and his daughter (as before you haue heard) besiged with a greate puyssaunce, the strong towne of Ryon. Therle of Pothyeure, with many noble barons, besieged the toune of Chastillon in Perigot, and the erle of Dumoys, enuironed with a great puyssance the toune of Fronsacke. Thenglishemen within this toune, perceiuyng the greate ordinaunce on the French part, and the small prouision on their side, couenanted with the said erle, that if the toune wer not succored, and the Frenchemen foughten with all, before the feast of the natiuitie, of. S. Iho Baptist next ensuyng, that then the toune of Fronsacke should be. yelded to them, whiche was the strogest fortresse of all the countrey, and the very key of Guyen, and chief chamber of Burdeaux: and lor performans hereof, pledges wer deliuered, and writynges autentique sealed. This agreruent once blowen through the countrey, the citie of Burdeaux, and all other tounes, (except Bayon) made like agrement, and deliuered pledges. So did all the noble men and getlemen, which wer subiectes and vassals to the croune of Englande. Alacke alacke, euery daie was lokyng for relief, and euery houre was gapyng for cofort, but wisshyng serued not, nor hopyng nothyng helped: for the pestiferous diuision whiche reigned in Englande, so inueglid the braines of the noblemen there, that the honor of the realrne was clerely forgotten, & nothing yearthly but their priuate phantasies looked on and remembred. Now to conclude, the daie appoynted came but succor loked for came not: so that all the tounes in Acquitayne (except Bayon) deliuered their keyes, and became vassals to the French nacion, yet , the citezens of Burdeaux hopyng of rescous, offred themselfes to fight with the Frenchemen, and desired a daie of battaill to be appoynted, whiche request was to them graunted. But at the daie assigned, they beyng in dispaire of all refuge and succor, rendered themselfes and the toune, to their aduersaries, their lifes and goodes reserued, with licence and sal'econduyte to all persons whiche would depart and saile into Englade. When the cities and tounes of Gascoyne wer set in good ordre, the Erie of Dumoys and Foys, with greate preparacion of vitaill, municion and men, came before the citie of Bayon, where with mynes and battery, thei. so dismaied the fearful inhabitantes, that .neither the capitain nor the souldiors, could kepe them from yeldyng: so by force they deliuered the toune, and their capitain as a prij soner, oftred a great some of money for ihe safegard of their lifes and goodes. Beside these agremeutes taken with tounes, diuerse noble men made seaerall composicions, as Gaston de Foys, Capdaw of Buessz, whom kyng Henry the fifth, made erle of Longuile and knight of the garter, whose auncestors wer euer true to Englad, whiche agreed that he, and Ihon de Foys his sonne, whom kyng Henry the sixt, created erle of Kendale, and made also knight of y garter, should enioy all their landes in Acquitayne, geuen to them by the kyngos of England, or by the Dukes of Acquitayn. And because their intent was still to senue the Kyng of England, their souereigne Lorde, they agreed, to deliuer into the custody of therle of Foys, their cosyn, the sonne and heire of the saied erle of Kendale, being of the age of three yeres, to the intent, that if he at his full age, denied to become subiect and vassaill to ihe Frenche kyng, or before that tyme disceased7 that then, after the death of his father and* graund �
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. graundfather, all thesaied landes should wholly remain, to the next heire of their bloud, either male or female, beyng vnder the obeysance of the Frenche kyng or his heires. Many noble men whose hartes were good Englishe, made like composicions, and some came into Englande, and other went to Caleis, and wer great officers there: as the Lord Duras whiche was Marshall there, and Monsire Vanclere, whiche was there deputie, vnder therle of Warwick, (as after shalbe shewed.) Now haue I declared to you, the losse, of Fraunce, Normandy, & Acquitayn: wherfore, hauyug no more cause yet to speake of theim, I will returne to the greate trouble, discencion and diuision, whiche long was cloked, & now openly set abrode, and burst out in the realme of Englande. •-&' «[ THE. XXX. YEIIE. YOU haue heard before, how the duke of Yorke, as heire to Lionell Duke of Clarence, The. pretended priuily, a title to the Croune, and how his frencles ccunmoned secretly, with di- >ere' uerse persones of that matter, and excited theim to set forward, and auaunce that parte to the vtterrnost: and howe the saied duke was sent into Ireland, where he was daily aduertised by his assured frendes, of all thynges doen in Englande, and by the knewe in what estate he stode, bothe with the nobilitie, and comonaltie, Wherfore, he mindyng no leger to dreame in his waightie matter, nor to kepe secrete his right and title, returned out of Irelande, and came to Londo in the Parliamet tyme, where he deliberately consulted, with his especial frendes: as Ihon Duke of Norffolke, Richard Erie of Salisbury, and Lorde Richard his sonne, whiche after was Erie of Warwick, Thomas Courtney, erle of Deuonshire, and Edward Broke, lord Cobham a man of a greate witte and muche experience: requiryng them bothe of aduise and counsaill, how he might without spot of treason, or colour of vsurpacion, set forth his title, and obtein his right. AFTER long consultation, it was thought expedient, first to seke some occasion and picke some querell, to the duke of Somerset, whiche ruled the kyng, ordred the realme, and moste might do \vith the quene : Whom, the commons, for the losse of Normandy, worse than a Tode or Scorpion, hated, disdained and execrated, in KO muche that dinerse euill ruled persones, brake his house, & spoyled his goodes, within the blacke Friers of the citie of Londo: which malefactors, accordyng to their desertes, wer iustly executed & punished. For wel knew the duke of Yorke and his adherentcs, that if the Duke of Somerset sawe or smelled, any poynt of their purposed enterprise, that he would with speare and sheld, with might and main, withstand and repel thesame, to thextreme point of death, and to their vtter confusion. Wherfore to abbridge his power, and to minishe his aucthoritie, they determined to bryng hym, into the hatred of the people, and into the disdain of the nobilitie. And to be the stronger in the settyng forth of their feate, they, what with rewardcs and t'aire promises, & what with declaracion of greate enormities, committed by the kinges councilors, against the common wealth, allected & allured to them, lusty bachelars, & actiue persons, of a great numbre, protestyng and declaring, that thei neither meant euil, nor thought harme, either to the kinges person, or to his dignitie : but that their intent was, for the reuenging of great iniuries doen to the publique wealth, and to persecute and rcforme diuerse rulers about the kyng, which daily cotrary to right and equitie, vexed & pilled thenglish people, without reason or measure: so y no man was in suretie, either of his awne goodes, or sucr of his proper lades or possessios. These great enormities, they caused to be published, to thintent y their chief purpose should not be espied, or perceiued. WHEN the duke of Yorke had thus framed thentery into his log intended iorney, he with lielpe of his frendes, assembled a great army in the Marches of Wales, publisbyng openly, that the cause of his mocio was for the publique wealth" of the realme, and great profile of the comons: whiche faire told tale, allured to hym muche people, aswcll of the chiualry as of the meane sort. The kyng rauche astonnied with this s odain commocion, by G 
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    fl<26 THE. XXX. YERE OF the aduise of his counsail, raised a greate hoste, and marched forward toward the duke r but he being of his approche, Credibly aduertised, by his espials, diuerted from the kyngeswaies, and toke his iorney toward London: and Iiauyng knowledge, that he might not be suffered with his army, to passe through London, he crossed ouer the Thamese at Kyngston bridge, and so set forth toward Kent, where he knewe that he had bothe frendes and good vvillers, and there, on brente Heath, a mile from Dertford, and. x. miles from Londo, he embattailed himself, and encamped his army very strongly, bothe with trenches and artilery. The king being therof aduertised, with greate diligece, brought his army to blacke Heath, & there pight his tetes. While both tharmies lay thus embattailed, the kyng by thaduise of his counsaill, sent the bishoppes of Winchester and Elie to the duke, both to knowe, what was the cause of so greate a tumult and commocion, and also to make a concord, if the requestes of the duke and his company, semed to them consonant to reason, or profitable tothe people. The duke hearyng y message of the two bishops, either doubting the variable chaunce of mortal battaill, or lokyng for a better occasio, or a more luckey daie, aunswered the prelates, that his corrupyng was neither to dampnifie the kyng, neither in honor, nor in persone, nor yet any good man, but his intent was to remoue fro hym, certain euil disposed persons of his counsailL which wer the bludsuckers of the nobilitie, the pollers of the cleargie, and oppressors of the poore people : emongst who he chiefly named, Edrnond duke of Somerset, whom if the kyng would commit to warde, to aunswere to suche articles, as against hym should in open parliament, be both proponed and proued, he promised not onely to dissolue his armie and dispatche his people, but also offered hymself, like an obedient subiecte, to come to the kynges presence, and to do him true and faithful seruice, accordyng to his truth & bofiden duelie. When the messengers wer returned with this reasonable aunswere: The kyng perceiuyng, that without great bludshed, he could not bridle the duke of Yorke, nor without war he could not appeace the furious rage of the comon people, bejng ence set on fire, except he folowed their mindes, and grauted their requestes, caused the duke of Somerset to be committed to ward, as some saie : or to kepe hymself priuye in his awne house, as other write, till the fury of the people wer somevt hat asswaged and pacified^ Whiche thyng doen, the duke of Yorke the firste daie of Marche, dissolued his army, & brake vp his campe, and came to the kynges tent, where beside his expectacio, and cotrary to the promise made by the kyng, he found the duke of Somerset, set at large, and at libertie, •whom the duke of Yorke boldly accused, of treason, of bribery, oppression, and many other crimes. The duke of Somerset not onely made aunswere to the dukes obieccions, but also accused hym of high treaso, towarde the kyng his souereigne lorde: affirming, that he with his fautors and complices, had consulted together how to obtein the croune and scepter of the realme. By meane of whiche wordes, the kyng remoued straight to Lodon, and the duke of Yorke as a prisoner, rode before hym, & so was kept awhile. The kyng assembled together a great counsaill at Westminster, to here the accusacios of the. ij. dukes, the one obiectyng to the other, facinorousactcs & detestable crimes. But the duke of Somerset, whiche now concerned in his mynd the thyng that shortely folowed, incessantly exhorted the eounsaill, that the Duke of Yorke, by compulsion, or otherwise, might be compelled to confesse his offence, and so beyng attainted of treason, to be put to execucion, and hischildren to be taken enemies and aduersaries to their natiue countrey:. to the intent that by the losse of this onely Prince and his sequele, all ciuill warre, and inward diuision might cease and be repressed: besechyngalmightie God, that so greate an enemy to the kyng and his bloud, might neuer escape punishment, nor continewe long in life. The duke of Somerset set furththis matter the more vehemently, because he knew perfitely, that the duke of \orke dayly studyed how to get the crowne, and obteynthe gouernance, and to depose and destroy both the kyng and hym. But the necessitie of destinie, can not by a,ny mans deuise, be either letted or interrupted : for many thynges (to common iudgementes) declared the duke of Yorkes trought and innocecye in this case. First his free and voluntary comyug to the kyng, when he with his power was uble to eucouter. with the kynges puyssance, which was
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 227 •was an open token and manifest argument, that he neither meiile treason, nor yet fraude. Secondarily, his humble submission, his reasonable requestes, and profitable peticions, for the pore commons, wer iudged no pointes of a man, that desired souereignetie, or rule aboue other which thinges he did onely fora cautelc, (as afterward oj>enly appeared). While the cousail treated of sauing or losing of this dolorous duke of Yorke, A rumour sprange throughout London, that Edward erle of Marche, sonne and heyre apparaunt to the sayd duke, a yong prince of great wit and much stomacke, accompanied with a stronge armye of Marchcmen, was comyng toward London, which tidinges sore appalled the Queue and the whole counsail. Beside this, thesame very daye came Ambassadours from the heades and Magistrates of the citie of Burdeaux, whereof the chefe were, the erle of Kendal, and the lord Lesparre, whiche signified to the counsaill, that if they woulde send an armye into Gascoyne, the Gascoyns wolde reucrte & turne agayne to the English part: aduertising them, that there was in those partes no puissaunce or garrison of Frenche men, to withstand them, & therefore there was no doubt of the regayning or recoquest: requyring the w all diliget celeritie, to take so fayre a prey so opely to them offered, & to mynd nothyng before the regayning of so fruictful a countrey. These, ij. thinges sore troubled the heades of the kinges counsaill, whiche, leste this discencion betwene two persones, might be the let of outward conquest, set the duke of Yorke at libertie, and permitted him to returne to his favre Castel of Wigmore, in the Marches of Wales, where he studied, both how to displease his enemies, & to obteyn his purpose: And so by meanes of y absece of y duke of Yorke, which was in maner banished y court & y kinges presece,,5~ duke of Somerset rose vp in in high fauor w y king & y quene, & his worde only ruled, £ his voyce was only hearde. ;•• f THE. XXXI. YERE. THe counsaill of Englande, not forgettinge the offer of the Gascons, and that thei might The. now haue the citie of Burdeaux with the coutrey round about, by offer and request, whiche y"ewith great charge £ longe warre, they coulde scant agayn recouer or repossesse, appointed the veterane souldiour, and valiaunt Capitayn, Ihon lord Talbot, and erle of Shrewsburye, to l>e chefetayn of the armye, which should in all haste be transported and conueyed into Acquitayn. The lordes of Gascoyn, both well pleased and glad of their aunswere, returned into their countrey, in as secret maner, as they from thense departed, declaringe to their nacion, the Capitaines, & the powre, that was 'to the coming : exhorting euery man to be firing and stable to the kyng of England and his heyrs, vnder whose libertie and fredom, thei had prospered & reioysed, aboue. iij. C. yeres, rather then now to fal into the French captiuitie : whose taxes were vnreasonable, and whose dayly exaccions were to them importable. "When the valiant Talbot, the hardy erle of Shrewsbury was appointed to assemble an army of men, and them to couey into the duchie of Acquilayn, Lord, how busy he was in mustering howe diliget in setting forward, and how ientelly he entertayned his men of warre, as though he went first to warre, and neuer had take payne, either to serue his price or to gayn honor. What should I speake, how that he thought euery houre, as thre, till his armie were ready, or write, what payne he toke to se them shipped and vitayled. But verely men iudge, that as this labor was the ende and extreme point of all his worldly busynes so he should shew him self: fearce, coragious, & feareful to his enemies in the extreme point of his death and naturall departing. Thys English Hector & marcial flower, elected to him, the most hardy & coragious persons, which he could espye, preparing also, horses, municions vitayles, and all thinges necessarie to such an army, and to so great an enterprise. Whe all thinges were shipped, and wynd and wether serued he toke his chaunce, and sayled into Gascoyn, where without resistece, he peaceabli arriued in y Isle of Madre, where he reposed his army, beyng scant, iii. M. men, and destroyed all the countrey, betwene Burdeaux and Blay, and toke the strog towne and castel of FronG g 2 sac,
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    228 THE. XXXI. YERE OF sac and diuers other townes and fortresses. The inhabitautes of Burdeaux, hearying of the' cries Arriual, sent to him messengers in the darke night, thriking and congratulating him for his thither commiug, and also requiryng him to accelerate, and spede his iorney towardc their citie, enformyng him. that now the time was propice for his purpose: and tyme not taken, was labor niispent. This aunciet Fox, and pollitique Capitayne lost not one houre, nor spared one mynet, till he came before the citie of Burdeaux. The citezens glad of hi'scommynge, made not the French capitayns, which had the gouernaunce of the towne, either parities or priuies of their entcnt: yet some of them wolde, that the Frenchmen, in securitie both of lifes and goodes, should departe out of y town but their will was no will: for the multitude, abhorryng the French seruitude and embracing the English lilish army. After the regaynyng of Burdeaux, arriued at Blay, the bastard of Somerset, sir Ihon Talbot, lord Lisle, by his wyfe sonne to the sayd erle of Shrewesbury, the lord Molyns, the lordes Haryngton and Cameus, syr Ihon Howard, sir Ihon Montgomerye, syr Ihon Vernon with. xxii. C. me with vitailes and municios. Whe the erle of Shrewesbury was thus accordyng to his entent of all thinges furnished and adorned : firste he fortified Burdeaux with Englishmen & victayle : after that, he rode into the countrey abrode, where he obteined cities, and gat townes without stroke or det of swourde : for the poore and nedy people beyng fatigate, and wery with the oppressio of their new landlordes rendered their townes before they were of them requyred, and beside this the townes & cities farre distauncte fro Burdeaux sent messengers to the erle, promisyng to him both seruice & obeysaunce. And etnonge other the towne and castell of Chastillon in Perigotte, was to him deliuered by the Frenchmen vpon coposicion, that they might with their lifes sauely departe: which town, the erle strogly fortified both with men and ordinaunce. The French kynge lyeng at Towers in Towrayne, beyng of the erles actes in Gascoyn credible enformed, was not a litle exasperate & quickned : wherefore he mynding to resist the first storme, and repulse the first surge, assembled a great army to the number of. xxii. M. men, and enteringe into Acquitayne came to Lusigneum, and from thence accompanyed with the erle of Ponthyure, the lordes of sainct Seuere and Boucat, marched toward Caleys in Gascoyn,   and with fay re promises obteyned the town. And after that towne gayned, the Frenche kynge diuided his army into two parties, wherof the one was gouerned by the erle of Cleremont, sonne in law to kyng Charles, and heyre to the duke of Burbon, in the which were. xv. M. men, in whome consisted the wayght and peyse of the whole enterprise. This army he appointed to take the next way toward Burdeaux : the other army wherof he was Capitavn and leadar him self, accompaned with the peres and noble men of his realme, he kept and reteyned still beside Caleys, and sent the two Marshals of Frauce with xviii. C. men of armes, beside archers, to besege the towne.of Chastylon in Perigot, and in goyng thither, they gat a forteresse, whiche they manned, and so departed to Chastilone, which they enuyroned with a strong seage, & cast highe trenches, and made depe dytohes on euery side : and in a place where their encmyes must come, they layde ordinaunce both great and small, wherof so great a number was neuer before sene in France. The erle of Shrewesbury hearing of these newes, and pcrceiuing that he must of necessitie encouter, and fight with two armies, determined \V him selfe, first to assay the least power and weeker puyssaunce: wherfore without longer procrastinacion, he assembled togither. viii. C. horseme, wherof the lord Lisle his sonne, the lord Molyns, the lord Cameus, sir Edward Hull, syr Ihon Haward, & sir Ihon Verno were chefe, and so marched forward toward Chastylon, appoyntyng. v. M. fote men vnder the conduyte of the erle of Kendalle, and the lord. Lespar to folowe hym with all spede. In hys way he assautedy Towre, which the Frechmen had taken, and by force entered, and slew all that he founds within and by the way he mett. v. C. Frenchmen, goyng a forregyng, of whom he slew the greatest parte, and chaced the other
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 22p other to the campe. The Frechmen knowyng by these good runers away of fy erles approchyng, with al diligece left the seage, and retired in good order, into the place which they had treched, dytched, and fortefied with ordenaunce. They within the towne seyng the seage remoued, sent out woorde to the Englishmen that the Frenchmen fledde. The coragious erle hearyng these newes & feryng, leste through long taryeng the byrdes might be flowen awaye, not tarieng till his foteme were come, set forward, toward his enemies, which were in mynd surely to haue fledde, as they confessed afterward, if the feare of the French kynges rebuke, whiche was not farre of, had not caused them to tarye, and yet in this army were present the Marshal and great Master of France, the erle of Pothyeure, the Senescal of Poythiew, the lord Bessire, and many valeant Barons and Knightes. When the Englishmen were come to the place where the Frenchine were encamped, in the which (as Eneas Siluius testifieth) were. iii. C. peces of brasse, beside diuers other small peces, and subtill Engynes to the Englishmen vnknowen, and nothing suspected, they lyghted al on fote, the erle of Shrewesbury only except, which because of his age, rode on alitle hakeney, and fought fiercely with the Frechme, & gat thentre of their campe, and by fyne force entered into thesame. This coflicte continued in doubtfull iudgement of victory, ii. longe houres: durynge which fight the lordes of Montamban and Humadayre, with agreatcompanye of Frenchmen entered the battayle, and began a new felde, & sodaynly the Gon^ ners perceiuynge the Englishmen to approche nere, discharged their ordinaunce, and slew. iii. C. persons, nere to the erle, who perceiuynge the imminent ieopardy, and subtile labirynth, in the which he and hys people were enclosed and illaqueate, despicynge his awne sauegarde, and desirynge the life of his entierly and welbeloued sonne the lord Lisle,. wiU led, aduertised, and counsailled hym to departe out of the felde, and to saue hym selfe. But whe the sonne had auswered that it was neither honest nor natural for him, to leue his father in the extreme ieopardye of his life, and that he woulde taste of that draught, which his father and Parent should assay and begyn : The noble erle & comfortable capitayn sayd _ to him : Oh sonne sonne, I thy father, which onely hath bene the terror and scourge of the Freeh people so manyyeres, which hath subuerted so many, townes, and" profligate and discomfited so many of them in open battayle, and marcial conflict, neither ca here dye, for the honor of my countrey, without great laude and perpetual!' fame, nor flye or departe without perpetuall shame and cdtinuailc infamy. But because this is thy first iourney and enterprise, neither thy flyeng shall rcdounde to thy shame, nor thy death to thy glory: for as Lardy a man wisely flieth, as a temerarious person folishely abidethe, therefore y fleyng of me shalbe 5" dishonor, not only of rue & my progenie, but also a discomfiture of all my company: thy departure shall sauc thy lyre, and make the able another tyme, if I be slayn to reuenge my death and to do honor to thy Prince and profyt to his Realme. But nature so wrought „. in the sonne, that neither desire of lyfe, nor thought of securitie, could withdraw or pluck him fro his natural father: Who cosideryng the constancy of his chyld, and the great daun-r ger that they stode in, comforted his souldiours, cheared his Capitayns, and valeautly set on his enemies, and slew of ihem more in number than he had in his copany. But his enemies hauyng a greater company of men, & more abiidaunce of ordinaunce then before had bene sene in a battayle, fyrst shot him through the thyghe with a hfulgone, and slew his horse, & cowardly killed him, lyenge on the ground, whome they neuer durste loke-in-.v the- face, whyle he stode on his fete, and with him, there dyed manfully hys sonne the lord Lisle, his bastard sonne lleary Talbot, and syr Edward Hull, elect to the noble order of the Gartier, and. xxx. valeant personages of the English nacion, and the lord Molyns was there taken prysoner with. Ix. other. The residew of the Englishe people fled to Burdeaux and other places, wherof in the flight, were slayne aboue a. M. persons. At this battayl of Chastillon, fougnt the. xiii. day of lulij, in this yere, ended his lyfe Ihou lord Talbot, and of his progenio y fyrst erle of Shrewesbury, after that he with muche fame, more glory, and moste victorie had for his prince and coutrey, by the space of. xxiiij. yeres and more, valeantly made vvarre, and serued the kyng in the partes beyond the sea, whose corps was 1 left
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    850 TITE. XXXI. YERE OF left on the ground, & after was found by hys frendes, & coueyed to Whitchurch in Shropshyre, where it is- intumulate. This man was to the French people, a very scorge and a daily terror, in so much that as his person was fearful!, and terrible to his ad uersaries present: so his name and fame wasspitefuil and dreadfull to the common people absent, in so much that women in Fraunce to feare their youg childre, would crye, the Talbot commeth, the Talbot commeth. After this discomfiture, diuers lordes fled to Bordeaux, but the erle of Kendall, the lordes of Montferrant, of Rosayne, and of Dangladas, entered into the Castel of Chastjllon, which they by the space of. x. dayes manfully defended, but in conclusion beyng desperate of all succors redered the fortresse, and came safe to Burdeaux. After this town was yelded the townes of sainct Million, Bybourne & all other, which the erle of Shrewesbury had conquered, rendered the selfes to the FrSche obeysaunce, Burdeaux onely except. The which citie beyng the last refuge, and onely consolacion of the Englishe people in Gascoyne, the French kyng in person with all his puissaunce, strSgly beseged & dayly assauted, in the which he more lost then gayned : beside this, the Englishmen issued out, and coragiously fought with their enemies: likewise did the citezens, which lokyng for no fauor at the French kynges hand, because of their late coniuracion againste him, manfully defended themselfes, and sore noyed and hurt their enemies. But in conclusion bothe garrisons and the inhabitates, oppressed with muche penurye & extreme famyne were coacted to render the citie vpon reasonable condicions, to them by the French kyng sent and oblated : the effect whereof was that no offence, before tyme committed or done by any of the citezes should herafter be imputed, or leyd to the charge of any of them. Also that all Englishmen and Gascons myght safely departe into Englande or to Caleys with ail their substance, and that the lordes Lespar, Duras and. xxx. other, should neuer vpon payn of death be founde within any of the French kinges dominions, which lord Lesparre, after beyng taken dis
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 231 here nede not to be rehersed After the birthe of this child, the Kyng highly auaunced his _ twoo brethren on his mothers side. For Edrnond he created erle of Richemod, which was ren created father to kyng Henry the. vij. and lasper he created erle of Penbroke, whiche died without "'"• issue. , ,^, f 1TTHE. XXXII. YERE. WHen foren warre and outward battailes, were brought to an end and finall conclusion: The. *«;;. domeslicall discord and ciuill discencion began again to renew and arise, within the realme y«eof Englande: for when the care of outward hostilitie (whiche kept the myndes of the Princes in the realme occupied, and in exercise) was taken awaye and vanished, desire of souereigntie, and ambicion of preeminence, sodainly sprang out so far re, that the whole Realme was diuided into twoo seuerall faccions, and priuate partes. For kyng Henry, discended of the house of Lancastre, claymyng the croune from kyng Henry the. iiij. his graund father, first aucthor of this diuision : and Richard duke of Yorke, as heire to Lionell, the third sonne to kyng Edward the third: wresteled for the game, and stroue for the wager. By reason whereof, the nobles aswell as the common people, were into partes diuided, to the destruccion of many a man, and to the great ruyne and decaye of this region. For while the one" part studied to vanquishe and suppresse the other, all commo wealth was set aside, and Justice and equitie was clerely exiled. For the duke of Yorke whiche sore gaped and more thirsted for the superioritie and preeminence, studied, deuised, and practised al waies & meanes, by the whiche he might attain to his pretesed purpose, and long hoped desire. And emongest all imaginacios, one semed moste necessary for his purpose, whiche yet again was to stirre and prouoke the malice of all the people against the duke 'of Somerset, who onely ruled the Kyng, and ordered all thynges at his pleasure and will: Imaginyng, that he beyng made out of the waie, his purpose should shortly come to a good conclusion. Wherefore, to the nobles of the realme he complayned, lamented, and detested, the miserable state and daily ruyne of this noble countrey: notyng and affirmyng, the duke. of Somerset, to be the very roote and cause of the same, whom lie named and called, an vniust man, a mischeuous persone, a tyrannicall gouernor, and a coueteous cousailor: laiyng also great offences to kyng Henry, saiyng, that he was a man, neither of wit nor stomacke, neither mete to be a kyng, nor apt to gouerne a common wealth, and therefore it was the duetie of the noble men, and great Princes, not onely to thiiike on this weightie matter, but spedely to prouide a remedy, and to set the Realme in another staye. By whiche complaintesand perswasions, the duke of Yorke, so altered the myndes of many persones of high estate, that they liked not the worlde, as it then wauered, nor approued thactes of the kyng or his cousail. And because, that ambicion and auarice, was newly entered into their hartes, they studied, sodainly to change al thynges, and to turne the world vpsetdoune. When the duks savve menes appetites, and felt welltheir mindes, he chiefly enterteined two Richardes, and bothe Neuelles, the one of Salisbury, the other of Warwicke beyng erle, the first the father, the second the sonne. -This erle of Salisbury, was seconde sonne to Raufe Neuell, erle of Westmerlande, whose doughter the duke of Yorke had maried, & the said Richard was espoused to Lady Alice, the only child and sole heire of Thomas Montacute erle of Salisbury, slain at the siege of Orleaunce, (as betqre lhaue declared) of whiche woman he engederec!, Richard, Ihon-, and George. Richarde the eldest sonne espoused Anne, the suster and heire of the entire bloud, to lorde Henry Beauchamp Erie, and after duke of Warwicke, in whose right and title, he was created and named Erie of Warwicke, .and not by his awne progeny or parentage. This Richard was not onely a man of marueltfus qualities, and facundious facions, but also from his youth, by a certain practise or naturall inclinacion, so set them forward, with wittie and gentle demeanour, to all persones of high and of lowe degre, that euaong all sortes of people, he obteined greate loue, muche fauor, and more credence whiche.
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    _ THE. XXXIIJ. YERE OF whiche thynges daily more encreased, by his abundant liberalise, and plentifull house kepynge, then by his riches, aucthoritie, or high parentage: by reason of whiche doynges, he wasinsuche fauor and estimacion, emongest the common people, that thei mdged hym able to do all thynges, and that without hym, nothyng to be well done. For which causes his S aucthoritie, shortly so fast increased, that whiche waie he bowed, that waie ranne the streame, and what part he auaunced, that side gat the superioritie. 5[ THE. XXXIII. YERE. **•• * The. nxiii. WHe the duke of Yorke had fastened his chaine, betwene these twoo strong and robustiy"e- ous pjilers, he with his frendes, so seriously wrought, and so pollitiquely handled his busines, that the Duke of Somerset, was arrested in the Quenes greate chamber, and sent to the toure of London, where he without great solempnitie, kept a dolefull Christmas: against whom in open parliament, wer laied diuerse and heinous articles of high treasS, aswell for the losse of Normandy, as for the late mischance, whiche happened in Guyen. The kyng at this time was sicke at Clarendon, and so conueyed to London, by reason wherof, no finall determinacion preceded, in this greate and waightie cause, but it was put in sus"pence, til the next assemble of the high court of Parliament. During whiche tyme, the kyng either of his .awne mynde, or by the Quenes procurement, caused the duke of Somerset, to be set at libertie: by whiche doyng, grew great enuy and displeasure, betwene the king and diuerse of his lordes, and in espcciall between the duke of Yorke, and the kynges linage. And to aggrauate more the malice newe begon, the Quene, whiche then ruled the rost and bare the whole rule, caused the duke of Somerset, to bee preferred to the capitainship of Calice, where with, not onely the commons but-also many of the nobilitie, wer greatly greued and offended, saiyng: that he had lost Normady, & so would he do Calice. The duke of Yorke and his adherentes perceiuyng, that neither exhortacion serued, nor accusemet preuailed against the duke of Somerset, determined to renege their querrell, and obtein their purpose, by open vvarre and marciall aduenture, and no lenger to slepe in so waightie a businesse. So he beyng in the Marches of Wales, associate with his especiall frendes, the erles of Salisbury and Warwicke, the lorcle Cobhfi, and other, assembled an army, and gathered a greate power, and like warlike persones, marched toward Londo. The Londoners, hearing of so great a multitude, commyng toward their citie, wer greatly astonnied and muche abashed : for euery persone considered his awne part, that either witholdyng with the one side, or beyng contrariant to the other, or medelyng with no part he should incurre indignacion or displeasure. The kyng beyng creclebly informed, of the greate army commyng toward hym, assembled an host, intendyng to mete with the duke in the Northe parte, because he had to many frendes about the citie of London, and for that cause, with greate spede and small lucke, he beyng accompanied, with the Dukes of Somerset, and Buckyngham, therles of Stafford, Northumberlande, and Wiltshire, with the lorde Clifford, and diuerse other baros, departed out of Westminster, the. xx. daie of I\Jay, toward the toune of S. Albons: of whose doynges, the duke of Yorke being aduertised, by his espials, "with all his power costed the countreys, and came to the same toune, the third" daie next ensuyng. The kyng hearyng of their approchyng, sent to hym messengers, straightly chargyng and commaundyng hym, as an obedient subiect, to k.epe the peace, and not as an enemy to his naturall .countrey, to murdre and slay his awne countremen and propre nacio. While kyng Henry more desirous of peace then of vvarre, was sendyng furthe his orators, at the one ende of Hie The fim toune: the erle of Warwicke with the Marchemen, entered at the other gate of the toune, LVnuAi- ancl fiersl.V set on tlie kynges foreward, and theim shortly discomfited. Then came the duke k«.j. of Somerset, & all the other lordjps with the kynges power, whiche fought a sore and a cruell battaill, in the whiche, many a tall man lost his life: but the duke of Yorke sent euer fresheinen, to succor the wery, & put new men in the places of the hurt persons, by whiche onely pollicie,
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 233 pollicie, the kynges armie was profligate and dispersed, £ all the chieftaines of the field alnioste slain and brought to confusion. For there died vnder the signe of the Castle, Ed • mond duke of Somerset, who long before was warned to eschew all Castles, and beside hym, lay Henry the second erle of Northumberland, Hufrey er!e of Stafford, sonne to the duke of Buckingham, Ihon lorde Clifford, and. viij. M. men and more. Humfrey duke of Buckyngham, beyng wounded, & lames Butler erle of Wiltshire & Ormond, seyng fortunes loweryngchaunce, left the kyng postea lone & with a greate nuinbre fled away. This was thend of the first battaill at S. Albons, whiche was fought on the Thursday, before the feast of Pentecost, beyng the. xxiij. daie of Maie. In this, xxxiij. yere of the Kynges reigne, the bodies of the noble men, were buried in the Monastery, and the meane people in other places. Tin's Edmond duke of Somerset, left behynde hym three sonnes, Henry, Edmoud, and Ihon, whiche to the extremitie of death, toke part with the line of kyng Henry. AFTER this victory obteined, by the duke of Yorke and his compaignions, he remembred, that often times he had declared and diuulged abrode, the onely cause of his warre to be, for thauauncement of the publique wealth, and to set the Realme in a more comodious estate, and a better codicion. \V herfore, he vsyng all lenitie, mercy, and bounteousnes, would not once louche or apprehend the body of kyng Henry, who he might bothe haue slain, & vtterly destroyed, consideryng that he had hym in his ward and gouernaunce. But with great honor and due reuerence, conueyed hym to London, & so to Westminster, to whiche place was somoned and appoynted, a great assemble of thre estates, commonly called a Parliamet, whiche began the. ix. day of luly, in the whiche session, the Duke of Gloucester, was openly declared a true Prince, bothe to the kyng & the realme. Beside this, it was enacted, that no persone, should either iudge or report, any poynt of vntruth, of the duke of Yorke, the erles of Salisbury and Warwicke, for commyng in warlike maner, against the kyng at S. Albons, consideryng, that their attempt and enterprise was onely to se the kynges persone, in safegard and suer kepyng, and to put and aliene from hym, the publique oppressors of the common wealth : by whose misgouernaunce, his life might be in hasard, and his aucthoritie hang in a very small thred. In whiche Parliament also, the duke of York was made protector of the Realme, and therle of Salisbury, was appoynted to be Chauncellor, and had the greate seale to hym deliuered : and the erle of Warwicke, was elected to the office of the capitain of Calice, and the territories of the same. As this deuise was pollitiquely inuented, so was the sequele therof to the firste aucthors, bothe honorable and profitable, if fortunes ship had sailed all one way. For by this practise, the whole rule and regiment of the whole Realrne, consisted onely in the heddes and orders, of the duke and the Chauncellor, and all the Warlike affaires and businesse, rested principally in the erle of Warwicke, and so emongest them, it was agreed, that king Henry should still reigne, in name and dignitie, but neither in deed nor in aucthoritie : not myndyng either to depose or destroy thesaid kyng, least they might sodainly prouoke and stirre the fury and ire of the common people against theim : whiche for his holines of life, and abundant clemencie, was of the simple sort, muche fauored, and highly estemed. After whiche aucthoritie geuen, these three persones ruled the realme, and did all thynges after their awne discrecions, (whiche without battail or manslaughter, might haue easily depriued thesaied Kyng, bothe of life and lande). And firste they amoued from the prime counsaill, all suche persones as the kyng loued, or the queue fauored, puttyng in their places, men of their secte and confederacie, & changyng officers throughout the realme, at their will and disposicion: so that tholde spoken prouerbe, here toke place: New Lordes, new lawes: suche lippes, suche lettice. And yet in all their rule, I finde no mencion made, of differyng lustice, or of their pollyng, or their bribery, as was openly prOued by such as gouerned before their tyme: Sauyng that they tooke out of the sainctuary of Westminster, Ihon Holland duke of Excester, beyng repugnant to the order taken and concluded, in the last parliament and conueyed hym to Poumfret castle. Whiche takyng out was accompted an execrable and a dampnable offence, of diuerse of the spiritualtie, and especially of the H h Abbot
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    234 THE. XXXIIIJ. YEHE OF Abbot of Westminster and his Monkes, and this is the most spot that was (as I could rede) euer moste to be caste in the Dukes fame, durynghis protectorship, or of his counsaill. «[ THE. XXXIIIJ. YERE. The. xxxiiii. BUT that venemous worme, that dread full dragon, called disdain of superioritie, whiche y"e' hath consumed the bloud of so many noble princes, and destroyed the linage of so many gouernors, in all Realmes and kyngdomes, aswell pagan us Christian, could not abstein frd incensyng the hartes of lorde Henry Beatiford, newly come to the Duchy of Somerset, by the death of duke Edmond his father, whiche at the battaill of sainct Albons, (as you haue heard before rehersed) lost his life, and of Humfrey duke of Buckyngham, (whose sonnc and helre named Humfrev, erle of Stafford, tasted the same cuppe, at the forenamed coflict) and of other lordes and me of aucthoritie, fauoryng and folowyng tlie part of Kyng Henry, whiche not onely bewailed and had compassion of the vnsure condicion, and waueryng estate of his rule and lordeship, perceiuyng openly, wherunto the cloked getlenes, and subornate fashio of the duke of Yorke, tended and crept vp: but also thought it necessarie and conueniet, to puruey for a remedy, or the mischief happened. Wherfore with open mouthes and fierce corages, thei came to Queue Margaret, informyng her, that it was not honorable, but a reproche and infamy to the Kyng, to haue one to bee a Protecter and gouernor of hyrn and his Heal me, as who would say: that he was either a childe, whiche had need of norice, to fede hym with pappe, or an innocent creature, whiche must be ruled by a tutor, asserteinyng. her farther, that the Duke of Yorkes only intent was, vnder the colour of this protectorship, sodainly to destroy & depose the kyng, when he least thought of it, and therfore willed her in so quicke a mischief, to prouide a hasty remedy, if she loued the safegard of her husbande, or the tuicion of her self. The Queue hauyng a wit, more then the common sort of women haue, and consideryng the estate of her husbande, the condicion of her self, and the perill of her onely sonne, thought it necessary, to plucke the sword of aucthoritie, out of their handes, whiche vnder colour of rulyng vnder others, desired to be gouernors and superiors theimselfes. Wherefore, a greate counsaill was called at Grenewiche, where the duke of Yorke was discharged of his Protectorship, and the erle of Salisbury also, was dismissed of his office: whicbe malicious mutacion evnongest the nobilitie, caused sodainalteracions and sedicious commocions, to spryng and arise in the commonaltie, and in especiall, within theciteeof London. FOR a young Marchaunt, whiche before tyme had been in diuerse cilees within the countrey of Italy, and there prohibited by the Magistrates and rulers, to vse'or weare any weapon either inuasiue or defensiue, chalenged an Italian in Chepe side, for wearyng of a dagger, confutyng hym with the lawes of his awne countrey, whiche, like a Colencke knaue and presumpteous persone, so disdainfully and with suche tafaes and checkes, aunswered the marchant, that he not willing to suffre so ope a reproche, in so puWique a strete, and that of so proud a villain, toke by force from him his dagger, and with thesame, a little cut his croune and cracked his pate. This Italian in greate hast, complained to the Mayer of this offencfc, whiche at the nexte Courte, holden at the Guyldhaule, by the consent of the whole senate, sent for thoffendor, and declaryng to hym his crime, commaunded hym to ward, wherof diuerse other light marchantes within the citee, sore abhorryng the Italian nacion, for lickyng the fat from their beardes, and takyng from them their accustomed liuyng, by reason that thesaid estraugers imported & transported, into and out of this realme, all suche marchandises, commodities, and necessaries, as thenglishmen onely wer accustomed to do, assembled together in greate plumpes, and by force compelled the Maire to deliuer the prisoner out of Newgate : and yet this multitude, with this doyng nothyng saciate nor appeased, like madde persons, and frantique fooles, ranne to the seuerall houses, of diuerse Venecians, Lucases, and Florentynes, andtheim spoyled, robbed and riffled, without reason or measure. 4 The
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 235 The Maire pcrceiuyng this great enormitie, assebled a great numbre of substanciall and graue , citczens, whiclie, not without greate bloudshed, and maymyng of sundery persones, finally appeased tlieir rage, and caused tbe people to departe to their houses. The beginner of this temerarious commocion, and sodain vprore, eilbcr perswaded by his frendcs or fearyng his chaunce, whiche for his firste facte might sodainly insue, departed to Westminster, and there Registered hymself as a sactuary man. The Queue whiche ruled all thyng-es, hearyng of this greate riote and vnlawfull misdemeanour, sent the Dukes of Excester and Buckyngham, accompanied with many other noble men, to London, with a commission of over and determiner, for the punisheinent of this outragious offence &sedicious crime. When the Maire of the citee the two dukes, and the two chief Justices, wer set in the Guyldhaule for the performance of their commission, & began to call the empanelles, for thenquiry, as the vse and order is, diuerse light wilted, and lesse brained persons of j citie, priuely armed the, & by the ringing of bow bel thought to/asseble together a great multitude of their nud & opinio, & so by force & might to take fro the kepers, all such prisoners, as were before apprehended, for y late comitted robbery & riot, as they were goynge to their trial or arreigmet. But this great tumult & sodain fury, was by discrete and sage citizens, a litle and litle appeased and finally quenched, but in the nieane season, the dukes and other commissioners, being vntrewly aduertised y they were in jeopardy of their lifes, sodaynly departed fro the Guyldhaule, and left their inquyrie for y day. The Mayre 'on y next day perceiuyng how the grudge rose, called a common counsail wherof y nuber was. i. C. iiij. score & od persons, £ by auctoritie of thesame ordeyned, that all Wardeins of misteries, should assemble their felowship in their particular hawles, where they should exhort the to y obseruacion of the kynges peace, and kepyng of good order within the citie: & if they espied any man, either prone or redy to reyse a rumor or desirous of the delyueraunce of suche as were accused, & in captiue custodie, that their names should be secretly written, & couertly deliuered to the lorde Mayre: which pollitique doyng, finally ended the entragious doing of the insolent people, after which appeasyng f commissioners returned to y Guyldhaule, where many of the robbers were attainted, and after codignely put to execucion besyde diuers great fynes and rausomes payd, which were set vpon many merchauntes, for winking at these doynges or assentyng to thesame. IT THE. XXXV. YERE. THE French nacion, hearyng of this domesticall diuision and ciuile dissencion, within The-MXVthe Realme of Engiad, much desyring to be reuenged of olde displeasures and great damages, *""' •which they had so many yeares born and susteined by the English people, appoynted two Nauyes to inuade and depopulate the townes and portes, adioynyng to the ryuage of the sea. The capitain of y one army, was Williii lord Porniers, and of the other, syr Piers Bressy, a great ruler in Normandy. These two Capitains, when opportunitie of wether serued, sette vp their sayles at the mouthe of Sayme, and there seuered, them selfs, the one Westward, and the other Eastward, which was syr Peter dc Bressy. This lusty Capita! saylyng all the cost of Susseix and Kent, durst not once take land, til he arriued in the downes, and there hauyng by a certayn espial, perfit notice, that the towne of Sandwyche was neither peopled nor fortefied, because that a litle before, the chefe rulers of the towne, were from thcce departed, for to auoyde the pestilenciall plage, which sore there infected and slew the people, entered the hauen, spoyleid the towne. and after such pore stutie as he ther founde, ryfflyde and taken, he fearinge an assemble of the cotrey, shortly returned. The lord Pomiers likewise toke his course Westward, and by night bret certayn houses in founav & with a litle pillage retired into Britayn. These two aduentures and fortunate chaunces' which to them in coparison of their great expeses, in their iorneys were scant worthe one pore myte, or single farthyng : The French writers dylate, setfurth and paynt with pene, as though H h 2 they
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    236 THE. XXXV. YERE OF they had eotte Cresus riches, and Alexanders kyngdovnes: forgettyng how many hundred thousandepoundes, they had lost in few yeres before precedynge, as to all menne, beyng indifferent readers of this Historic, plainly appcreth. But venly some bread is better to the hungry person then no bread, and a small gayn of him, which desireth recouene, is a great pleasure and therefore the French authors make of a litle much, £ yet their much (alltbvnaea considered) is in effect nothyng at all. The Scottes also not degenerating tro their olde mutabilitie, nor alteryng their ancient condicions from their accustomed perfidie and vsuall viJtreiiffht entered 'into Northuberland, kyng lames the second,, then being there in person, and burned small houses, and litle cotages : but in the very middes of their greate enterprise, they hearinge of the duke of Yorke, marchyng ; toward the, with a great army, with much payne, & no gayn, in all haste reuerted to their countrey. Let vs passe ouei- for a tyme all outward inuasions, and returne to our awn domestical debate, & dayly discord. First not forgettyng, that while fore enemies inuaded the outwarde partes, and extreme confynes of this trobleous realme, a great conflict was attempted betwcue the lord' Egremond, and the sonnes of the erles of Salisbury: in the which fray, many persons were slayn, and a great number hurt. The lord Egremod, in this great tumult could not escape, but by force was taken and brought before the kynges ccnisaill, and there the kvn
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 237 1f THE. XXXVI. YERF, BEcauseyou haue been long troubled with readyng of diners diuisions, sedicions opera- The. ixi eions, & great disturbance within the Kealme, emong the teuiporaltie, I will now a litle y"e' digress from my cotinued purpose, to declare to you an ouerthwarte Judgement gyuen emong f lathers of the spiritualtie, against Reynold Pecocke. tlien bishop of Chichester. This man, somwhat learned, but better stotnacked, began to moue questions, not priuatly, but openly in the Vniuersities, cocerning the annates, peterpens, and other iurisdiccios and aucthorities, anpertevning to the sea of Rome, and not only put forth the questions, but declared Rld his myndand opinion in the same: wherfore he was for this cause abiured at Panics crosse, Pecocke, biand all his bokes brent, and he' him self kept in his awne house, duryng his naturall lyfe. ch°st« »£'" Some say that hys opinion was, that spiritual! persons, by Gods law, oughte to haue no tern- iu«dat porall possessios. Other write that he saied, that personal tithes were hot dew by Gods law: but whatsoeuer the cause was, in such sort as before I haue declared, he was vsed. Kyng Henry £ his adherentes, perceyuing that the duke of Yorke lay still, and made no open apparance, of assemble or commocid, returned to London, and there called a great cousaill, openly declaring, how the French kyng perceiuing the realme of England implicate, and troubled with ciuile dissencion, and mutual discord was not afeard to sende his admirals on the costes of Ket, and Dcuonshyre, and tliere to spoyle townes, burne houses, and murder the English people: which cause also animated y Scottes to make Rodes and Incursions, into the confines and marches of the Realme, to the great losse and detriment of the kynges leage people : which two nacions wer set continually to greue and vex this his realme of England, tyll they perceiued a perrite concord, and an vnfayned amitie to be concluded "and knitte together, betwene him and his cosanguinitie, & the other sorte of the contrary parte and confederacie. And to the entent that he woulde be the chele aucthor of peace, and principal! styrrer of this vertuous concorde, he promised so gentelly to entertayne the duk« of Yurkcand his fautors, y all olde grudges beyng not only inwardly forgotten, but also outwardly forgyuen, .shoulde be the cause of perpetuall loue, betwene them and their frendes : of which concord should ensue, familiaritie Ciiiong the lordes, & cocord emong the comons, whiche to all vtter enemies should be an inward grudge, and to this realme a great glorie and profite. This deuise was of all men present we! taken and adiudged, both honorable to the kyng, & profitable to his realme. Wherupo diuers graue and sad persones were sent cord to the duke of Yorke and all other the great estates of the realme, which sins the battayle of vmti sainct Albons neuer met, came, nor comoned together, commaundynge then) for reasonable R causes, and great consideracions, to resorte to the kynges palayce, without procrastinacio' or delay. At this commaundement came to London, Richard duke of Yorke, and Richarde, erle of Salisbury, accopanyed with a great number of meigmall seruautes & fiendes, lest peraduentiire they for lacke ofayde, might haue bene betrapped, or they had knowledge, or were warned. After the came fro Caleys to London, tne erle of Warwycke, whose seruituers were apparreled in rede cotes, embroudercd with white ragged stales. These, iii. lordes were lodged within the* citie: the duke at baynardes castel, the erle of Salisbury, at the Herber, and the erle of Warwyke at his place, beside the Graye friers. About thesame season, with no lesse copany of me came to the citie, the yong duke of Somerset, the erle of Northumberland, & the lord Clyfford, whose fathers were slayn at sainct Albos : and after them resorted the dukes of Excester, and Buckingham, the lorde Egremond, and alhnoste all the nobilitie of this realme. The duke of Yorke and his mates, were lodged within the citie,'Themort!ll and the duke of Somerset, and all his frendes, sojourned without Templebarre, Holbornehat£rcdbe.-. and other places of the subur.bes : as who sayd, that as the lewes disdayned the company of n^gj of' the Samaritans, so the Lancastrian abhorred the familirtritie of YorPysh lygnage. After 1'3caster& the commynge of these lordes to the citie, the kyng, the Quene with all their familie, shortly Y folowed,
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    238 THE. XXXVI. YERE OF folowed, and were lodged in the Bishoppes palayce of London. These lordes had such groat companies, attendyng on them (for one had. v. C. other, v. C. and d.uers. mj. C. persones in a band) that continuall watche was kept by the Mayre and senate of London, aswell citie. The other parte soiornyng wittiout y of Westminster. Thus euery part both studied his awn profitte and aduaucement, and also how to reucg thynges done to them, by their foes and aduersaries. But the Archebisshop of Canterbury, and other vertuous prelates, so exhorted, applied, and perswaded both the parties (although a great while they were neither heard, nor regarded) that in c5clusion, they brought them to a communicacion, where after long altercacion, aswell of olde Iniuries, and of new displeasures, by the one faccion, against the other committed, y feare of outward hostilitie, and foren inuasion, so mollified their indurate hartes, that they outwardly promising, to forget a olde rancors, & auncient displeasures, sealed and signed writingcs, the one euer after to befrend to the other, and all together to be obedient to the Kynge, & fauorers to his fredes & enemies to his enemies. This cocord was so ioyfull to the superiors, and so embraced of the common people (who euer beare the burden, whe princes be at controuersie) that for the open apparaunce, and demonstracion of this godly Concorde, pubA general lique processions were appointed, to be solepnely celebrate, within the Cathedrall church of pTuks byy« sainct Paule in the citie of London, on the day of the Concepcion of our Lady, in the mokyng, and neth of March. At which solempne feast, the Kyng in habile royal, and his dyademe on his theReaiw. hedde, kept his estate in procession, before whom, went hand in hand, the duke of Somerset, the erle of Salisbury, the duke of Excester, and y erle of Warwyke, and so on of the one faccign, and another of the other sect, and behynd the kyng the duke of Yorke ledde theQueue with great familiaritie to all mens sightes : but wo worth dissimulacion, and false flatteryngcontenaunce: fye on doble entendement, and cloked adulacion, whiche hath bene the common seruituers in all palacies, both Imperiall and Regal, and by their only pestiferous venime, and secrete malyce, hath ben the destruccion of many a noble man, and the confusion of a great number of trew meanyng and faithfull persons. But the Wiseman, which saieth: wo be thou that hast a doble hart, meant, that dissimulacio once espied, should be the arrow wherwith the dissembler should be wounded. As by this cloked pageant, and dissimuling procession, hereafter shall playnly be declared. For their bodies were ioyned by hand in hand, whose hartes were farre a sonder: their mouthes louingly smiled, whose corages were inflamed with malice : their toungues spake lyke suger, and their thoughtes were all inuenemed : but all these dissimulinge persons, tasted the vessel of woo, as the Wyseman sayde : and few or none of this company were vnblotted, or vndestroied by this dolorous drink of dissimulacio. But this cancard worme, and pestiferous coccatrice, not onely atthys tyme reigned in Englande, but also dyd muche harme in the courte of France: for Ihon duke of Aliison, which before had bene prisoner, & wel enterteyned in the realme of England, and after Capitayn Generall of the warres in Fraunce agaynst the Englishmen, highly fauoured, and of great estimacion in the Frenche kynges house, was by suche as he most trusted & vsed most familiaritie \Val, & whom he had greatly promoted, and highly exalted, accused of highe treason, as enemye to his kyng, and traytor to his countrey, alleclgyng that he loge before y tyme had conspired with the Englishmen, to cause them once agayn ihon duke to rccouer the duchye of Normandy : wherupo by the order of the law, he there suffered death very vniustly, as diuers aucthors affirme, whereof one sayeth: that kynges sekyng treason, shall fynde lande, and the denyal of a princes desyre, was the inuented destruccion of the innocent Naboth. Well let vs now leue the cloked collusion, that remayned in Fraunce, .& returne to the open dissimulacion, which now appeared in England. 
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 239 «U THE. XXXVII. YERE. AS fier beyng enclosed in a strayte place, wil by force vtter his flame, and as the course T of water astricted & letted will flow and brust out in continuance of tyme: so thys cacard yerCi crocodryle and subtile serpet, could not log liirke in malicious hartes, nor venemous stomackcs, but in coclusioii she must (according to her nature) appere & shewe her self. For after thisapparant cocord, and intrinsecall discord, accordyng to the very nature of dissiniulacion, diuers noblemen of by r the, but not stable of worde, putting from them honor, trou«*ht and honestie forgat their othe, and brake their prornisse, & aduaunced forth the banner of displeasure, and the flagge of malice. So a man may se, that such persons, regard neither their awne peculiar profile, nor the publique wealth of their natiuc countrey, nor yet passe of an othe, or promise brekyng, to whom discord is pleasant, and dbcencion is delectable. Tor not long after this dissimulcd amitie, a certayn fray, either by chau nee, orofathyng prepensed, was made vpon a yoman of the erles of Warwyke, by a seruiteur of the kynges, in which the Assaylant was sore hurte, but f erles ma fled. The kynges meigniall seruautes, seyng their felow hurt, and the offender escaped, assembled in great number, and watched the erle, returnyng from the counsaill toward his barge, and sodaynly set on hym the yomen with swourdes, and the Hlacke gard, with spittes and fyre forkes. After log fight, and many of the erles men maymed and wouded, by helpe of his frendes, he toke a wherry, and so escaped to London : whotne the Queue incontinent commaunded to be apprehended, & as a captiue & prisoner, to be sent to the Towre of Lodo, where (if he had bene then taken) he had shortly ended his dayes, and made hys end. By this vnhappy fraye, and sodayn chauche of malice, there arose such dayly and terrible warre, that euery man was in trouble, and no person was in quiet. For after this displeasure doen to the erle, and the quenes good mynd toward hym, by his secrete frendes priuely reueled, he with all diligece, toke his iorney to Warwkke, and after into Yorkeshire, where he found the duke of Yorke, and the erle of Salisbury, declaring to them, the assaute of the kynges seruauntes, and the pretensed purpose of the fraudulent Queue. After which complaint made, he fearing lest by long absence, he might be deposed or defrauded of his capitainship of Calice, with greate spede embarked hymself, & sayled thither, daily expectyng and lokyng, what way the duke of Yorke would take, for acheuyng his long inteded purpose. After whose departure, the duke of Yorke and therle of Salisbury, somwhat exasperate and moued with this doble dealyng began to grudge and munnure: affirmyng that in the Quene rested nothyng, but fraude and feminine malice, whiche rulyngthe kyng at her pleasure and wil, studied nothyng so muche, as the destruction of the nobilitie, and peeres of the realme. After long consultacion had, it was agreed, that the erle with a warlike company, should marche toward the kyng, and complain to him, bothe of the manifest iniury doen to his sone, and also of the vnkind breach, of the sworne amitie and lateagremet, in whiche suite, if he did preuail, he then should not ou;it the occasion to hym geuen, in reuengyng the displeasures to hym doen, by the queue and her sinister counsailors, whiche euill & vngodly, ordered the subiectes of the whole Realme. After this deuise made and concluded, therle of Salisbury remoued from Middleham castle, accopamed with. iiii. or. v. M. men and toke his waie through Lancashire, and Shropshire, toward London. In the meane season the quene, whiche was assisted and ruled, by the dukes of Somerset and Buckynghii, hauyng the vigilant iye and circumspect brayne, of a pollitique goucrnor : imagined that therle of Warwicke had kindeled this fire, and begon this tumult to thentent (accordyng to his pretensed purpose) to set the duke of Yorkeinthe siege royall, and high throne of the realme: For which causes, she beynga woman of nosmal wit,norlitle pollicie, conceiuynginher opinion, that it was no bote to make any farther concord or league with her aduersaries, & hearyng of therle of Salisburies setyng forward, with acopany of armed of -men & archers: assebled together a greate ceunsaill, to puruey a remedy.
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    240 THE. XXXVIII. YERE OF remedy, for that imminent mischief, and (as in a multitude oftentimes it happcth, so many heddes so many wittes) so diuerse \ver in opinion, that neither people nor weapon should be stirred, till the erle approched: douhtyng, whether he came to demaunde warre or peace, or to aske lustice, & to reforme wrong. Other, otherwise thought, and wer of a contrary opinion, makyng the foundacio of their argument, that the raisyng of people, and assemble of souldiors by hym, could signifie no peace, nor treaty of concord : except a man should saie, thatintreatyng forfauor with naked sworde in hande, were an humble submission and a meke request: whiche onely consideracion, moued them to saie, y as force with force, ought to be repelled, so he with a great power, or he came into the middest of the realme, should of necessitie be encountered and (if fortune would serue) vtterly destroyed. This sentence toke place, & without delaie, sir lames Twichet lorde Awdeley, because his seignorie and power lay in those partes, where the erle should passe, was appoynted to mete with hym, and to gene hym battaill, if he sawe cause or place convenient and the quene folowed after. The lord Audeley, accordyng to his commission, assembled aboue. x. M. men, and knowyng by his espials whiche way therle kept, approched nere to hym on a faire plain called Blore Heath, within a mile of the toune of Drayton, in the countrey of Salope, commonly called Shropshire. The erle perceiuing by the liuery of the souldiors, that he was circumuented and likely to be trapped with the quenes power, determined rather there to abide the aduenture, with fame and honor, then farther to flie, with losse & reproche : & so encamped hymself all the night, on the side of a litle broke not very brode, but somewhat depe. In the mornyng earely, beyng the daie of. s. Tecle, he caused his souldiors to shote their rliorhtes, towarde the Lorde Awdeleys company, whiche laie on the otherside of the saied water, and then he and all his company, made a signe of retraite. The lorde Awdeley, remembryng not onely the trust that he was put in, but also the Quenes terrible tommaundement, (whiche was to bryng to her presence, therle of Salisbury, quicke or ded) blewe vp his trumpet, and did set furth his voward, & sodainly passed the water. Therle of Salisbury, whiche knewe the slaightes, stratagemes, and the pollecies of warlike affaires, sodainly returned, and shortly encountred with the Lorde Awdeley and his chief Capitaines, or the residewe of his annie could passe the water. The fight was sore and dreadfull. Therle desiryng thesauyng of his life, and his aduersaries couetyng his destruccion, fought sore for the obteinyng of their purpose, but in conclusion, the erles army as men desperate of aide and succor, so egerly fought, that thei slewe the lorde Awdeley, and all his capitaines, and discomfited all the remnaunt of his people. In this battail wer slain, xxiiij. C. persos, but the greatest plague lighted on the Chesshire men, because one halfe of the shire, was one the one part, and the other on the other part, of whiche numbre wer sir Thomas Dutton, sir Ihon Dunne, & sir Hugh Venables. But therles twoo sonnes, the one called sir Ihon Neuell, and the other sir Thomas, wer sore woiided, whiche soberly iorniyng into the Northcountrey thinkyng there to repose them selfes, wer in their iorney appreheded, by the quenes frendes," and conueyed to Chester : but their kepers deliuered them shortly, or els the Marchemen had destroyed the Gayles. Such fauor had the commons of Wales, to the duke of Yorkes band and his 'affinitie, that thei could suffre no wrong to be doen, nor euil worde to be spoken of hym or his frendcs. «i THE. XXXVIII. YERE. The.^xviii. AFter this battail, the duke of Yorke not onely perceruyng that the destruccion of him & his frendcs, was intended (as by this last conflict, was apparantly declared) but also remembryng, that all his counsailes & priuyjnietes, wer now opened to the kyng and y quene which studied to diuert and turn from the, all michiefor infortunitie, whiche mightchaunce either to theim or their 1'rendes, thought it mete neither lenger to dissimule, nor farther to kepe his bill vnder wyng: and therefore with a coragious harte, aswel for the obteinyng of the croune, as for the tuicio and safegard of hym and his frendes, he determined no len°er e to
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. «4l to slepe in his den, but with all diligence, to set furthe his busines and auaunce bis banner. And therfore sending for therle of Salisbury his felovv and compere in all his doynges, •counsailes, and fortunes (after long communicacion had, of the Queues misgouernauuce, and how she without their assent, did all thynges at her will and pleasure) determined to raise a greate army, and by fine force, either to die or win their purpose. What should [ saie, men were assembled, frcndes wer sent for, and a puissaunt armie was gathered, bpthe of Northren men and Welshemen, whiche in good ordre came into the Marches of Wales, adioynyng to Shropshire, where they determined either to abide their enemies, or to mete them if thei marched forward. The king was not ignorant.of this assemble, nor yet vnaduertised of the dukes intet: wherfore to resist the mischief at the beginnyng, he caused commissidsto be made and sent into euery part of the reahne, where he suspected either to haue assured frendes or indifteret fauorers, for men and money. By reason of whiche commaundemef, a yreat numbre was assembled. Many for theloue they bare to the king, but more for the fearey thei had of the queue, whose countenaunce was so fearfull, and whose looke was so terrible, that to al .men, against whom she toke a small displeasure, her frounyng was their vndoyng, & her indignacion, was their death. The king accopanied with the dukes of Somerset & Excester, and other of the line of Lancaster determined clerely, to set on the duke of Yorke & his confederates, and them by force either vtterly to vanquish, or by pollecy to attrap and bring to confusion: wheruponin hope of good lucke, the kyng with his army by long tnarchyng, came nere to the duke of Yorke, which was strongly incamped, alitle from the toune of Ludlow, nere adioynyng to the confines of Wales, to whom not long before, was come his trustie frende Richard Erie of Warwike, with a greate numbre of expert men in marciall feates, whom he had brought with hym from Calice, wherof two were menne of approued pullecye, in the warres of Normandy and Guyen, the one called Andrew Trowlop, & the other Iho Blount. These armies thus liyng, the one in the conspect and vewe of the other studied all mcanea and pollecies, how to take aduauntage eche of other and how withlesseieoperdye, the one might set on the other. The Duke perceiuyng by reason of his expert Capitaines, a wayc howe he might easely dampnifie and discomtite his enemies, thought no lengcr to slepe his purpose, but manfully to geue the onset, & so with his secrete frendes and capitaines, determined the next morning early, with dreadfull blastes of the terrible trompet, to begin the battail, and set on the kyng and his army, or he wer redy or in aray. But of this deuise succeded nothing nor of this imaginacion proceded any effect. For Andrewe Trolop and other the Calicians, whiche wer men of great knowledge and muche experience, and had liued by the kynges wages, more then a few yeres, perceiuyng now, that they should fight against their souereigne lorde liymself (whose frend thei estemed before that tyme, therle of Warwike euer to haue been taken and reputed, and not his enemy or destroyer) in the decide of the night, before the daie of battaill, secretly departed from the dukes campe, and submitted themselfes to the kyng admonishing him of all thynges prepared and deuised, for his losse £ destruction. It the«e auncient capitaines wer welcome to the kyng, or if he Joyously them receiued, I referrc that to all men, whiche haue relief in their distresse, or haue a sodain good chaunce, when thei tliinke least vpon it. When the duke of Yorke was aduertised of their departyng, no maruaill though his senses wer moued, and his wittes disturbed, as a man that sodainly riseth out of a traunse, woteth not what to do or saie : For he first considered the power and aucthoritie of the Kyn-g, andsawe that Andrewe Troloppe, of his frend was sodainly transformed, into the image of his extreme enemy, whose force and pollecie, asmuchenow discoforted hym, as by the Irusto whiche he put in hym, he was before incouraged : wherfore he enidently perceiuyng, that all his counsaill and purpose, was by the forenamed Andrew, reueled and disclosed, thought it better for hym and hys, to departe in suretie, then to abide the chaunce, of mutable Fortune, whiche turneth the whiele at her wil & pleasure: wherupon he with his yonger sonne Edmond erle of Rutland, secretly departed into Wales and so passed into Ireland, where he was with al ioy & honor gladly receiued. Therle of March, sonne & heire apparant to I i the
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    THE. XXXVIII. YERE OF thefoi'said duke, accompanied wi-th therlesof Salisbury, and Warvvike, and sir Ihon Werrlocke, stale away thesame night, & came into Deuonshire : wher by the meanes of Ihoa JKnham Esquire (whiche after was high, treasurer of England, in the time of kyng Henry the vij.) thei bought a ship, whiche cost C.x. markes, atExmouth, £ sailed to Gernsay, and after came to CalTce, & were let in at the posternc, £ Joyfully welcomed of their frendes. THE next day in the mornyng, the kyng beyng aduertised of the departyng of the. Duke of Yorke and his partakers, caused al his horssemen to folowe them by euery passage, btrt thei wer neither seen nor espied, as they that folowed, made reporte. The kyng perceiuyng that the lordes were escaped, pardoned all the poore souldiours, sauyng certain Ryng leaders, whereof some he punished and fined, and some he hanged and quartered. After this, he remouedto Ludlowe, and there dispatched his hoste, and spoyled the toune and the Castle, and sent the Duchcs of Yorke, with her two yonger sonnes, to be kept in ward, with the Duchcs of Buckynghaiu her suster, where she continued a certain space. After this, he proclaimed these lordes, traytors to hym, enemies to their countrey, and rebelles to the Croune: contiscatyng al their landes, goodes, and offices, committyng the gouernaunce of the Northe partes, to the Erie of Northumberlande, and the Lorde Clifford, as to his trustieandmostcfaithfullfrendes: and of his toune of Calice, he made Capitain, Henry the newe Duke of Somerset: but the olde husbande man saieth, that as to hastie sowyng, often time deceiueth, so to late, neuer wel proueth. For in this businesse. protractyng of tyme onely, hurled and harmed the Kyng and his sequele. -For if he at the beginnyng, had dispossessed his aduersaries of that refuge and hold, no doubt but he had either tamed or vanquished theiin with litle labour and small daunger. THE Duke of Somerset, reioysyng much in his new office, elected diuerse hardy and valiaunt souldiors, and with greate pompe sailed toward Calice: and when he thought surely to haue entered into the Hauen, the artillarie shot so fiersely, bothe out of the toune and Risebancke, that he sutferyng there a sore repulse, was fain to land at whitsandbay, and sent woorde to the capitainesof the toune, to receiue hym, as the kyng.es lieuetenaunt, and shewed to them his letters Patentes, but neither he nor his writyng, was once regarded or looked on : so of necessitie he resorted to the Castle of Guysnes, daily skirmishing with the garrison of Calice, more to his losse then gain. After his arriuall, as is aforesaied, diuerse of the mariners, owing more good will, to therle of Wanvicke, then to this young duke, coo ueyed their shippes into the Hauen of Calice, and in theim diuerse of the Erie of Warwickes enemies, as lanyn Fendill, Ihon Felowe, and diuerse other, and presented theim to thesaied Erie, whiche incontinent, caused their hedcles to bee striken of. This daily conflict, still continuyng betwene the Lordes, whiche soiorned at Calice, and the duke of Somerset, liyng at Guysnes, no small numbre of the comonaltie, daily resorted to the Erie of Marche afid his confederates: by reason wherof, all though they daily lost people, and had many slain, yet their numbre was restored, and the gappe euer filled, whiche was the continuall losse, and daily detriment to the duke of Somerset. Yet he like a valiaunt Prince, nothyng lesse tnyndyng, then for lacke of ayde to be expelled from the great office and renowned aucthoritie, whiche the kyng had to hym geuen, in the partes beyond the sea, sent letters to the kyng, and messengers to the Queue, desiryng of them aide and succor, in defence of the querell, and lawfull assistence. His postes wer not vnheard, nor his requestes vnprouided. For without delay Richard lorde Riuers, & sir Anthony Wooduile, his valiaunt sonne, whiche after was Lorde Scales, accompanied with foure hundred warlike persones, were appoynted to passe the seas, and to be coadiutors to the Duke of Somerset. These marciall capitaynes endeuouryng theim selfes to the poynt, for the which thei were assigned, came to the Porte of Sandwyche, and there abode the Wynd and the wether, whiche obeyeth neither Kyng, nor serueth Fmperoure. THEEvlesof Marche and Warwicke, and other beyng at Calice, had knowledge.of all these doynges, and secrete conuenticles: wherfore to anticipate and preuent the Dukes purpose, they sent Ihon Dinham the valiaunt esquire, with a small numbre of men but with a, multitude
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 343 multitude of coragious hartes, to the toune of Sandwyche, which sodainty entered thesarae, and toke the Lorde Riuers in his bedde, and his sonne also: robbyng houses, & spoylyng shippes of great riches and marchandise, and beside this, they tpoke the principall shippes of the kynges nauie, then liyng at the Port, well furnished with ordinaunce andartillurie, but not without the fauour of the mariners, whiche fauoured more the one part then the other. But although Ihon Dinham, Capitain on the Lordes parte, was sore hurte and maymed on his legge, by reason wherof, he euer alter halted and somewhat limped : .yet his courage and pollecy was so much, that he vanquished his enemies, and brought the shippes royall laded with preye and prisoners, to the toune of Calice> and theim presented to the Erie of Marche, not knowing then, that the Lorde Riuers doughter should bee the Krles wife, whiche then had an husbande leuyng, nor thynkyngthat her father for her sake, should after be destroyed. But who can know the secretes of GOD, or without him, declare the chaunce that after shall insue. AFTER this bootie gotten, and good lucke obteined, diuerse of the best shippes. taken in the Hauen of Sandwiche, wer well vitailed and manned, and with theim the Erie of Warwicke, transfreted and sayled into Irelande, to common with the Duke of Yorke, of hi.-: greate affayres and businesse. The wether was so faire, and the Wynd so fauorable to the. Erles purpose, that within lesse then. xxx. dales, he passed and repassed from Calice to Deuelyne, and asserteined the Erles of Marche and of Salisbury, what was the Duke of Yorkes deuise and intent, bothe for his entre and theirs, into the Realme of Englande. The erie of Warwicke had come to short home, to tel these tidynges, if the duke of Excester, whiche, beyng Admiral! of the sea, lay in the Weste countrey, to stoppe the Erles passage, might haue had his awne will: but the capitaines of his Nauy murmured against hym, and the mariners dispraised and disdayned him, glad to heare of the Erie of War
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    THE. XXXVIII. YE11E OF knew both his awne othe, and -bounden duety toward his souereign lord and prince, and "neded neither of prompter, nor yet of Coadiutor, either to defend or gouerne the citie, to him (•omitted in charge. With which aunswere, the lorde Scales and his associates not a litle displeased, entered into the Tow re of London, dayly with new inuentions, doyng displeasures and domages to the citezens ,of the citie whornc they sore suspected, rather to fauour then to hate, the erles of Marche, & Warwycke, & other of their band and affinitie. Which erles with a great army came shortly to London, and were of the May re and citezens ioyonsly receyued, to whome resorted the Archebishop of Canterbury, the Bishops of London, Ely and Kxcester with many prelates and religious persons. These lordes nothyng slackyng the purpose, that they came for, dayly consulted and assembled together in the house of the friers Franciseane within the citie. And after long debatinge, and secret cotisultacion, hadde, it was agreed, that they with their whoole puyssaunce shoulde marche forwarde, towardc the kynge: determining either by force or fayre meanes, to bryng their purpose to a conclusion. Whe this counsaill was dissolued, the erles of March and Warwycke, Thomas lord Faucobridge, Hery lord Borchicr, called erle of Eue, with a great number of men, which came out of Kent, Essex, Surrey, and Sussex, to the number as some writers afferme of. xxv.M. persons departed from London, toward the kyng, lyeng at -Couentre, then called the Quenes secret arbor, leuyng behynd them, to kepe the Londoners in their fidelitie, from reuertyng from their part, the erie of Salisbury, the lord Cobham, and syrlhon Wenlocke: which lord Cobha, with certayn Aldermen of the citie, so kept the West side against the Towre, and syr Ihon Wenlocke, with other so vigilantly watched the East parte, towarde sainct Katherynes, that no person either could issue out, or entre in, to y great displeasure of the lord Scales and his company, whiche dayly shote their ordenaunce out, and had likewise great ordinaunce shott at them, to the hurt, and no pleasure of both partes. The kyng not ignorat of all these doynges, assembled a great army, and accompanied with the duke of Somerset, which was lately come from Guysnes, and the Duke of Buckyngham, and diuers other great lordes of his parte and faccid came to the towne of Northampton, where the Queue encouraged her frendes, and promised great rewardes to her helpers: for the kyng studied nothing but of peace, quiet and solitarie life. When y~ kinges host was assembled, and that the Quene perceyucd that her power was able to rnatche wilh the force of her aduersaries, she caused her army to issue out of the towne, and to passe the ryuer of Nene, and there in the newe felde, betwene Harsyngton and Sandifford, the Capitaynes strongely ernparked them selfes with high bankes and depe trenches. The erle of Marche beyng lusty, and in the floure of his coragious yought,lyenge betwene Towceter and Northampton, determined to set on the kynges army, withoutlonger protractyng of tyme. And in the nighte season remoued his catnpe toward Northampton, and in marchyng forward set his men in good order of battayl, wherof the vawegard was coducted by the erle of Warwycke, which, either by strenght or stealth, maugre y lord Beamond, which kept a strayt, goyng toward the Kynges canape, entered freshly and began the battayle aboutc. vij. of the clocke, the ix^daye of lulij. After whome folowed the erle of Marche, with the barter of his father. Tin's fight contynued in doubtfull iudgeinente, till the houre of nyne, at which tyme the kynges army was profligut, and discomfited, and of thesatne slayn, and drouned in the ryuer, fewc lessc then x.M. talle Englishme, £ y kyng hym self left alone disconsolate, was taken and apprehended, as a man borne, and predestinate to troble misery and calamitie. At this battayl were slayn, Humfrey duke of Buckyngham, Ihon Talbot erle of Shrewesbury, a valcant person, and not degeneratyng fr5 his noble parent : Thomas lord Egremond, Ihon viscount Beaumond, and syr William Lucy, which made great hast to come to parte of the fight, and at his first approche was strike in the bed w an axe. Diuers other getilme were slayn in this ciuile battail, whose -names were not remembred nor published by any aucthor that I haue redde. Beside these _dead persons, many were taken prisoners, because they left their horses, £ disceded to "fight on fote. The duke of Somerset and other, which' narowly escaped, fled with the-. Quene
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 845 Quene ami prince Edward, into the bishoprycke of Durhame, in whiche place ll ey determined to congregate, and gather a new armye and power, and if nohoope were of recouery, then they agreed to flye into Scotland: there to expect better lucke, and happier chamice, by fortunes fauour. The erles beyng victorious in this blody battayle, conucyed the Kyng that night again to the towne of Northampton, and the next day with great solempnitie and small comfort, they setforward the king, & by easy iorneys brought him to London the xvi. day of lulij, where he was fayntely receyued, & febly welcomed, and was lodged inthe Bishops palace. After whose commyng tothecitic, the Towre of London was deliuered to the erle of Marche, vpon a certayn composicion. But the Lorde Scales, suspectyng the sequele of the deliuery of thesarne, toke a wlierry priuiiy, entendyng to haue tied to the Quene. But he was espied by diuers waterme belongyng to theerle of Warwycke, whiche wayted for hys forthcommyng on the Thamse, and sodainly take and shortly slayne with many dartes and daggers, and his body left all blody and naked at the gate of the Clyncke, "which after was buried in the church adioynyug. Then were diuers persons apprehended, and endited of treason, wherof some were pardoned, and some executed : but Thomas Thorpe, second Bard of thexchequer, great frend to the house of Lancaster, and extreme enemie to the familie of Yorkc, was taken disguised in a monkes apparell, with a shauen croune, & so brought to the erle of Warwycke, which sent hym to the Towre of London, where he long remayned. Duryng this troble, was a Parliament somoned to begyn at Westmynster, in y monelh of October next folowyng. Before which tyme, Kicharde duke of Yorke, beyng in Irelad, by swyft currers, and flieng postes, ~was aduertised of the great ' victorie, gained by his parte, at the feld of Northampton, and also knew that the kynge was now in case to be kepte, & ordered at his pleasure and wil : wherfore losyng no tyme, norsluggyng one houre, he sayled from Deuelyne to Chester with no small company and •by longe journeys, came to the citie of London, which he entered the Friday next before the teast of sainct Edwarde the confessor, with a swourd borne naked before him, and toke his lodgynge in the kynges awne palayce, wherupon the comon people l)abbeled, that he should be Kyng, & that kyng Henry should no loger reigne. During the tyme of this Parliamente, the duke of Yorke withabolde contenaunce, entered into the chamber of the peres, and sat downe in the troneroyall, vnder the clotlie of estate (which is the kynges oeculiar seate) & in the presence aswel of the nobilitie, as ofy spiritualtie (after a[)ause made) said these wordes in effect. " My singuler good lordes, and very indifferetfredes, in whose power and auctho- of Yol'kJs rithe consisteth the peyse and the stay of this noble Reulmc of England, the which aswell oration before the tyme, that Christe oursauiour and redemer, toke vpon hym our fraile fleshe, and "beio/d"*2 humayn nature, as euer since, hath ben a Realme renoumed, a kingdom famous, & a re- °f tLc Kirgion (aswel emongtst Paganes as Christians) greatly bruted, beloued and feared. 1 no lesse requyre, .then frendly exhort you now, beyng together as louers of God, and frendes to your countrey, neither yet do iudge, or once suspect, that I either enflamed withambycio or desirous of high rule, or couetous of soueraigntie, haue presumed to enter vnder this trone, or attempted to set in this princely chayer and seage Royaile, except you hcare the cause, and digest wel the truthe. For without these two poyntes knowen, and viiderstanded your iudgementes may be voydc, and your cogitacions fritiolous. Therfore I declare and publish to you, that here I sit, as in the place to tne by very iustice lawfully belongyng, & here I rest, as he to whome this chayre of righte apperteineth, not as he, which requireth of you fauor, parcialitie, or. bearyng, but egall right, frendly indifferencie, and trew administracion of Justice: for I beyng the partye greued, and complaynaiit, can not minister to my self the Medecine, that should helpe me (as experte leche_s and Chyrurgians may) except-you be to me both faithful ayders, and also trew counsaylors. Nor yet this noble realme, and our natural'! countrey shall neuer be vnbukeled from herquotidia feuer, except I (as the principall Physician & you, as trew and trusty Appotecaries) consult together, in rnakyng of the pocion, and trye out the clene and pure stufte, fro the old, corrupt) and putrified dregges. For vndoutedly, the rote & botome of this long festured cakar, is not yet
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    246 THE. XXXVIII. YERE OJ? vet extirpat, nor the feble foudacion of this fallible building, is not yet espied, which hath bcne and is the daily dcstruccion of the nobilitie, and the quotidian confusion of y pore comunaltie of this realtne and kyngdom, For all you know (or should know that the high and mighty prince kynge Richard the. ii. was the trew and indubitate heyre, to the valeant Conquerour, and reuoumed prince kynge Edwarde the iii. as sonne and heyre to the hardy kny»ht, and couragious capitayn, Edward prince of Wales, duke of Acquitayn and Cornewall, eldest sonne to the said kyng Edward the. iij. which kyng was not onely in dead, but also' of all men, reputed and taken, as y very trew and infallible^heyre, to the wyse & pollitique prince, kyng Henry the. iij. as sonne & heere to kynge Edward the second, sonne and heyre to kyng Edward the first, the very heyre and firste begotten sonne of the sayd noble and vertuous prince, kyng Hery the. iii. Which kyng Richard, of that name the second, was lawfully and iustly possessed of the croane, and diademe of this Realme and region,' tyll Henry of Derby, duke of Lancaster and Herdford, sonne to Ihon duke of Lancaster, the fourth begotten sonne, to the sayd kyng Edward the. iij. and yonger brother, to my noble auncestor Lyonel duke of Clarence, the. iii. begotten sonne_of the sayd kyng Edward, by force & violence, contrary both to the duetie of his allegiauce, and also to his homage to him both done and sworne, raysed warn- and battayle, at the castel of Flynt, in Northwales, agaynst the sayd kyng Richard and hym apprehended & imprisoned within tl*e Towre of Lodo. Duryng uhose life & captiuitie he wrongfully vsurped and entruded vpon the royall power and high estate of this Realme and region, takyng on hyna $ name, stile, & aucthoritie of kyng and gouernor of thesame. And not therewith satisfied and contented, compassed and "accomplished, the death £ destruccion of hys naturall prince, and laeste worthy soucreigne lord, not as a common homicydc, and bocherly murder, but as a regicide & destroyer of his kyng. After whose piteous death, and execrable murder ;(alas my harte panteth to remember the abhominable facte) the right & title of the cixwae, and superiorite of this realme, was lawfully reuerted and returned to Rogier Msrtimer, erle of Marche, sonne and heyre to lady Philippe, the onely child of the .aboue rehersed Lyonel, -duke of Claix-ce, to which llogiers doughter called Anne, my most derest and welbeloued mother, I am the very trew and lineall heyre, whiche discent, all you can not iustely agayu say, nor yet truly deny. Then remember this, if the .title be myne, why aoi I put from it: if I be trewe heyre to the croune (as I am in dede) why is my right withholden: if my clayme be good, why haue I not iustice : for surely lerned men of great science and litterature, saye & affirme, that lyneall discent, nor vsurped possession, can nothynge preuayle, if continuall clayme be lawfully made, or openly published. For auoyding of which scruple and ambiguitie : Edmond erle of Marche, .my most welbeloued vncle, in the tyme of the firste vsurpar, in dede, but not by right, called kyng Hery the. iiij. by his cosyns, the -erle of Nortb.hu tubedad, and the, lord Percy, he beyng then in captiuitie, with Owen Glendore, the rebcll in Wales, made his .title, -and righteous clayme, to the destruccion of both the noble persons. Likewise my moste derest lorde & father, so farre setfurth that ryght and title, that he loste his life, and worldly ioy, at the towne of Southampton, more by pow•er, then. indifferent iustice. Sythe -whose death, I commyng to my full age, haue neuer desisted to purse w my title, and requyre my right, which by meanes of synister counsaill, and iniust detencion, I can neither obteyne or recouer. So that of fyne force, I am compelled to vse power in stede of .prayer, & force, in stede of request (not aslsayde before) for my priuate euiohuiR't, and peculiar profite, but to restore peace, loue, and quietnqs to this our naturall reg.io: which euer sith tl>e fyrste vngodly vsurpacion of the forenatned Henry .vntruely called 4cyng Henry the. iiij. hath ben clerely banished, and out of thesame iniustly exiled. Wliat murders and manslaughters hatlrbene perpetrated, and committed within thys couutrey, sythe the beginnyng of that vngracious vsurpacion: what number ,of noble men haue beuslayne, destroyed and executed, sith that vnfortunate day: what manifest iniquitie hath ben openly borne, and maynteyned in cuery countrey and citie, sith the dolefull death •of kyng Richard: or what person darre sue for iis right at tnis'dai, cotcary to £ will of .the 1 counsailors,
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 247 counsaiiors, which now beare the swyng and rule of the roste. Wei, \vel, although almighty God slackcly & slowdy do y precede, to 5' punishment of synriers: yet the differyng of his scorge, is recompensed with y greater payn, when his rod striketh, yea, and of'tentymes he leaueth the very malefactors apparantly vnpunished, and scorgeth their bloud and punish-«th the in their heyres, by worldly aduersitie. Suche is his mercy when it pleaseth him to shew it, and sa sharpe is his whyp when he lyst to strike. For although, Henry of Lancas- • ter, erle of Derby toke vpon him the scepter, and the croune, and wrongfully bare thei name and stile of a king, and was not much tickeled with myne Vncle, the eric of Marche, j at }' ti'"e keyng within age: Yet was he neuer in suerty of him self, nor had any, or enioyed any pedytquietnes, cither in mynd or in body : for suerly a corrupt conscience feleth neuer reste, but loketh when the swourd of vengeaunce will discend and stryke. His sonne alsocalled kyng Henry the. v. obteyned notable victories, and immortal! prayses, for his noble actes, done in the realme of Fran nee: yet God for the offence of his vntrew parente, soday'nly touched him, vnbodiynge his soule, in tiie flower of his yought, and in the glory of his conquest. And although, he had a fayre sonne, and a yong apparat heyre: yet was this Orphan such a one, as Preachers say, that God threatened to send, for a punishmet, to hi» vnruely and vngracious people: saiyng by hys prophet Esay: I shall gyueyou children to be your princes, and enfantes without wysedom, shall haue the gouernaunce of you. The Prophet lyed not, if you note all thinges in an order : For after this Henry y" v. (whose fame, no ma can iustly reproue or deface) succeded his sonne whome all we haue called our naturall prince, & obeyed, as his hcyre: in whose tyme, and wrongfull reigtie, I require you diligently to cosider, with what great tormentes & aftiiccions God hajh whypped & scorged this miserable Isle, yea, with such and so many scourges and plagues, as no nacion (the Egyptians onely except) were euer tormented, or afflicted withall. I will not speake ef rebellious, murders and oppressios, which of late hath ben done, and exercised here emongvs: but I wi" declare and manifest to you, how the crouvieand glorie of this realme, is by the negligence °f this silly^ man, and his vnvvise counsaill, minished, defaced, and dishonored. Is not NormanBy/wIiTche his father gat, regayued, and conquered agayn, by the insolencie of him, and his coueteous counsail? Is not the whole duchye of Aquitayn by. ii.C. and od yeres, peaceable possessed by the kynges of this realme, in one yere and a little more, gotten out of our handes and seignorie ? What should I speakc of Angeow and Mayne or the losse, of the Isle of Frauce, with the riche citie of Parys. Alas, my hart sobbeth, myne eyes water, and my toungue foltereth, either to speake or thinke of the losses and misfortunes, that this our natiue coutrey, hath of late susteined. I3ut as ^ Preachers say: euill gotten gooddes, 
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    g4a THE. XXXVIII. YERE OF tloud and to the publique wealth, aswell of you all here present, as of all the poore commons'and subiectes, of this kyngdom and regiment." When the duke had thus ended his oracion, the lordes sat still like Images grauen in the wall, or dome Gods, neither whispervn
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 249 Kynges greate honor, but more to his awnc profile and peculier gaine: For he made sump"teous houses, and buylded Colleges, whiche his young pupill kyng lames, neither could nor was liable to do. ABOVTE this very season, and during this vnnaturall cotrouersy within the realme of Englandc, Charles the Frenche kyng, whiche only by trouble and calamitie, gat to him a perpetual name, and emongest his nacion aboue the sterres exalted, ended the poynt of his fatal! fine, whiche Prince in his youth, neuer regarded wanton pastyme, nor lasciuious dal- J liaiice, for his wittes were set, and his Industrie onely applied, to recouer again his patcrnall patrimony, and Princely inheritaunce : So that more plainly then in a mirror, all menne maie perceiue that pain often profiteth, and labor commoly auaileth, but idlenesse sildomc, and dalliaunce, neuer. To this Charles, succeded kyng Lewes, of that name the. xi. of whose dooynges you shall heare after : & shall both studie and marueill, for the straungenes of his demeanor, & the craftie pollecie of his secrete compasses. Now I will returne to the great counsaill of the lordes, celebrate about Lodo, far the duke of Yorkes claime. f THE. XXXIX. YERE. AFter long argumentes made, & deliberate cSsultacio had emong the peeres, prelates, The- ""'*• and commons of the realme : vpon the vigile of all sainctes, it was condescended and agreed, by the three estates, for so muche as kyng Henry had been taken as kyng, by the space of. xxxviii. yeres and more, that he should inioye the name and title of Kyng, and haue possession of the realme, duryng his life naturall: And if he either died or resigned, or forfeted thesame, for infringing any poynt of this Concorde, then the saied Croune and aucthoritie royal, should immediatly bee diuoluted to the Duke of Yorke, if he then liued, or els to the next heire of his line or linage, and that the duke from thensefurth, should ^«m"tcf be Protector and Regent of the lande. Prouided allwaie, that if the kyng did closely or i*twene apertly, studie or go aboute to breake or alter this agrement, or to compesse or imagine th^vi. ae"d7 the death or destruccion, of the saiede Duke or his bloud, then he to forfet the croun, and Richard the duke of Yorke to take it. These articles with many other, were not onely written, York. sealed, and sworne by the twoo parties: but also wer enacted, in the high court of Parliament.    For ioye whereof, the kynge hauyng in his company the saied Duke, rode to the Cathedrall Churche of sainct Paule, within the citee of Loclon, and there on the daie of all Sainctes, went sole pnely with the diademe on his hed, in procession, and was lodged a good space after, in the bishoppes Palace, nere to thesaied Churche. And vpon the Saturdaie next insuyng, Richard Duke of Yorke, was by the sounde of a trumpet, solempnely proclaimed heire apparat to the Croune of Englande, and Protector of the realme. AFTER this, the Parliamet kept at Couentre the last yere, was declared to be a deuilishe counsaill, and onely celebrate for the destruccio of the nobilitie, and no lawfull Parliament because thei whiche wer returned, wer neuer elected, accordyng to the dew ordre of the lawe, but secretly named by theim, whiche desired more the destruccion, then the auauncement of the publique wealthe, and common profile. When these agrementes wer doen and enacted, the kyng dissolued his Parliament, whiche was the laste Parliamente that euer he ended. Suche was the pleasure of almi«htie God, that king Henry beeyng a good and verteous manne, whiche had tasted innumerable aduersities and calamities of the worlde, should be depriued of his terrestrial Croune, to be recompensed with an heauenly garland, and a ioyfull place : For surely a perfite good man, all though he be plagued with a thousande displeasures cannot be but blessed, and haue a good soule toward God. THE Duke of Yorke well knowyng, that the Quene would spume and impugne the con-i elusions agreed and taken in this parliament, caused her and her sonne, to be sent for by' the kyng': but she beyng a manly woman, vsyng to rule and not to be ruled, & therto counsailed by the dukes of Excester and Somerset, not onely denied to come, but also asK k sembled
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    250 THE. XXXIX. YERE OF sembled together a great army, intending to take the kyng by fine force, out of the lordes handes, and to set theim to a new skoole. The Protector liyng in Londo, hauyng pernte knowledge of all these doynges: assigned the Duke of Norffalke ' and the Erie of Warwicke, his trustie frendes, to be about the kyng, and he with therles of Salisbury, and Rutlande': with a conuenient company, departed out of London, the second daie of Decembre Northward, and sent to the Erie of Marche his eldest sonne to folowye hym with all his power. The Duke by small iorneis, came to his Castle of Sandall, beside Wakefelde, on Christmas cue, and there began to assemble his tetmuntes and frendes. The queue beyng thereof asserteined, determined to couple with hym while his power was small and his ayde not come: And so hauyng in her company, the Prince her sonne, the Dukes of Excester and Somerset, the Erie of Deuonshire, the Lorde Clifford, the Lorde llosse, and in effecte all the Lordes of the Northe parte, with eightene thousande men, or as some write, twentie and twoo thousande, marched from Yoike to Wakefelde, and bad base to the Duke, euen before his Castle he hauyng with hym not fully fiue thousande persones, determined incontinent to issue out, and to fight with his enemies, and all though, sir .Dauy Halle, his old seruaunt and chief counsailer, auised hym to kcpe his Castle, and to defende thesame with his smal numbre, till his sonne the Erie of Marche wer come with his power of Marchemen and Welshe souldiours, yet he would not be counsailed, but in a great fury saied, a Dauy, Dauy, hast thou loued me so long, and now wouldest haue me dishonored: Thou neuer sawest me kepe fortres when I was Regent in Normandy, when the Dolphyn hymself, with his puissaunce came to besiege me, but like a man, and not like a birde included in a cage, I issued and fought with myne enemies, to their losse euer (I thanke God) and to my honor: If I haue not kepte my self within walles, for feare of a great and strong prince, nor hid my face from any man liuyng, wouldest thou that I for dread of a scolding woman, whose weapon is onely her toungue, and her nayles, should incarcerate my self, and shut my gates then al men might of me woundre and all creatures male of me report dishonor, that a woman hath made me a dastard, who no man euer to this daie could yet proue a coward: And surely my mind is, rather to die with honor, then to liue with shame for of honor commeth fame, and of dishonor riscth infamy. Their great numbre shall not appall my spirites, but incorage theim, for surely I thinke that I haue there, as many frendes as enemies, whiche at ioynyng, will either flie or take my part: therfore auaunce my banner, in the name of God and sainct George, for surely I will fight with the, though I should fight a lone. Therle of Salisbury and other his frendes, seing his corage, resolued theselfes to his opinion, & ordered their men, and set them furth in Warlike fashion, for their moste aduauntage. The Duke of Somerset and other of the queues part, knowyng perfidy, that if the Duke gat the victory, their daies wer rninished, and their liuynges left bare, like men quickened and exasperate, for the safegard of their lifes, and defence of their goodes, determined to abide the chaunce, and to espie their mo=te aduauntage, and so appointed the lorde Clifford, to lye in the one stale, and the Erie of Wilshire in the other, and thei theimselfes kept the mayne battaill. The duke of Yorke with his people, discended doune the hill in good ordre and array, & was suffered to passe foreward, toward the mayne battaill : but when he was in the plaiit *hwake-lU Srounc' betwene his Castle and the toune of Wakefelde, he was enuironed on euery side, fcid. like a fish in a net, or a deere in a buckestall : so that he manfully fightyng, was within Thcdukf of halfe an houre slain and ded, and his whole army discomfited, & with hym died of his trusty y«:kc siam. frgdes, his two bastard vncles, sir Ihon, & sir Hugh Mortimers, sir Dauy Halle his chief cousailor, sir Hugh Hastynges, sir Thomas Neuel, William and Thomas Aparre, bothe brethren, and twoo thousande and eight hundred other, wherof many wer young gentlemen, and heires of greate parentage in the Southe parte, whose linages reuenged their dealhes, within foure Monethes, next and immediatly insuyng. In this conflicte was wounded_and taken prisoner, Richarde Erie of Salisbury, sir Richard Lymbrike, Raufe Stanley, JUo Harow, Capitain Hauson, and diuerse other. While this battaill was in fightyng, a prieste
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 25 r prieste called sir Robert Aspall, chappelain and schole master to the yong erle of Rutland ii. sonne to the aboue named duke of Yorke, scace of y age of. xii. yeres, a faire gctletna, and a maydenlike person, perceiuyng y flight was more sauegard, then tariyng, bothc for him and his master, secretly conueyed therle out of y felde, by the lord Cliffordes bande, toward the towne, but or he coulde enter into a house, he was by the sayd lord Clifford espied, folowed, and taken, and by reson of his apparell, demaunded what he was. The yog gentelman dismaied, had not a word to speake, but kneled on his knees imploryng mercy, and desiryng grace, both .with holding vp his hades and making dolorous countinance, for his speache was gone for feare. Saue him saycle his Chappelein,. for he is a princes sonne, and peraduenture may do you good hereafter. With that word, the lord Clifford marked him and sayde: by Gods blode, thy father slew myne, and so wil I do the and all thy kyn, and with that woord, stacke the erle to y hart with his dagger, and bad his Chappeleyn here the erles mother & brother worde what he had done, and sayde. In this acte the lord Clyffbrd was accompted a tyraunt, and no gentelman, for the propertie of the Lyon, which is a furious and an vnreasonable beaste, is to be cruell to them that withstaride hym, and gentle to such as prostrate or humiliate them selfes before him. Yet this cruell Clifforde, £ deadly "bloudsupper not content with this homicyde, or chyldkillyng, came to y place wher the dead corps of the duke of Yorke lay, and caused his head to be stryken of, and set on it a croune of paper, & so fixed it on a pole, & presented it to the Quene, not lyeng farre from the felde, in great despite, and much derision, saiyng: Madame, your warre is done, here is your kinges raunsome, at which present, was much ioy, and great reioysing, but many laughed then, that sore lamented after, as the Quene her self, and her sonne: And many were glad then of other mens deaths, not knowing that their awne were nere at hande, as the lord Clifford, and other. But surely, mans nature is so frayje, that thinges passed be sone forgotten, and mischiefes to come, be aiot forsene. After this victory by y Quene and her parte obteyned, she caused the erle of Salisbury, with all the other prisoners, to bee sente to Pomfret, and there to bee behedded, and sent all their heddes, and the dukes head of Yorke, to be set vpon poles, oner the gate of the citie of Yorke, in despite of them, and their lignage : whose chyldren shortly reuenged their fathers querell, both to the Quenes extreme perdicion, and the vtter vndoynge of her husband and sonne. This ende had the valeant lord, Rychard Plantagenet, duke of Yorke, & this fyne ensued of his to much hardines. The erle of Marche, so commonly called, but after the death of his father, in dede and in right very duke of Yorke, lyeng at Glocester, heryng of the death of his noble father, and louyng brother, and trusty frendes was wonderfully amased, but after cofort giue to him, by his faithful louers and assured alyes, he remoued to Shrewsbury, and other townes vpon the riuer of Seuerne, declaryng to them the murder of his father, the ieopardye of hym selfe, and the vnstable state and ruyne of Realme. The people on the Marches of Wales, which aboue measure fauored y lynage of the lord Mortimer, more gladly offered him their ayd £ assistence, then he it either instantly requyred, or hartely desired, soo that he had a puyssant army, to the number of. xxiii. M. redy to go agaynst the quene, and the murderers of his father. But when he was settyng forward, newes were brought to him, that laspar erle of Penbroke, halfe brother to kyng Hery, and lames butler, erle of Ormond & Wylshyre had assembled together a great number, both of Welshe and Irysh people, sodainly to surprise and take him and his frendes, and as a captiue to conuey him to the quene. The duke of Yorke, called erle of Marche, somwhat spurred and quickened with these noueltyes, retired backe, £ mett with his enemies in a faire playne, nere to Mortimers crosse, not farre from Herford east, on Candelmas day in the mornyng, at whiche tyme the sunne (as some write) appered to the erle of March, like. iii. sunnes, and sodainly ioined all together in one, and that vpo the sight therof, he toke suche courage, y he fiercely set on his enemies, & the shortly discofited: for which cause, men imagined, that he gaue the sunne in his full brightnes for his cognisauce or badge. Of his enemies were lefte dead on the ground, iii. M. &. viii. CK k 2 Th«
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    252 THE. XXXIX. YERE OF The cries of Penbroke and Wilshyre fled, and syr Owen Tewtber, father to the sayd erle of Penbroke, which Owen had marled kyng Henries mother (as you haue heard before) with Dauid floyde, Morgan apreuther, & diuers other were take and behedded at the citie of Herford. During this season, y quene was greatly encouraged with the victory, obteined late at Wakefeld, partly because the duke of Yorke, her vtter enemy was ryd out of the worlde, & partly, because she perceyued, the lordes of the North country to adhere and cleue to her parte and faccio: wherfore with a great multitude of Northre people, she marched toward London, of whose approche the Londoners were nothing glad: for some affirmed, that she brought that rusty company, to spoilc and robbe the citie: other saide, that she would be reuenged, of suche as tailored the duke of Yorke. So the pore citezes hangyng betwene the water and the fyre, were much amased, but y magistrates and gouernors caused great watches to be kept, and good order to be obserued. The Quene, still came forwarde with her Northre people, entendyng to subuerte and defaict all conclusions and agremetes, enacted and assented to, in the last Parliamet. And so after her long iorney, she came to the town of sainct Albons: wherof y duke of Northfolke, y erle of Warwvcke, and other, whom y duke of Yorke had lefte to gouerne the kyng in his absence, beyng*aduertised, by the assent of y kyng, gathered together a great hoste, and set forward towarde saiucte Albons, hanyng the kyng in their company, as the head and chefctayn of the warre, and so not mynding to differre the time any farther, vpon shrouetuesday curly in the morning, set vpon their enemies. Fortune y day so fauored the Quene, that her parte preuayled, and the duke and the erle were discomfited, and fled: leauing the king accompanied with the lord Bonuile, and syr Thomas Kyriell of Kent, whiche vpon assuraunce of his promise, taried still and fled not, but their trust, them decciued. For after the victorie obteyned, and the kynge broughte to the Quene, they two were deteyned as prisoners, and so continued till the kynges departyng from that towne. In this battayl were slayn. xxiii. C. men, and not aboue, of whome no noble man is remebred, saue syr Ihon Gray, which thesame day was made knight, with. xii. other, at y village of Colney. Happy was the quene in her two battayls, but vnfortunate was the kyng in all iiis enterprises, for where his person was presente, ther victory fled eucr from him to the other parte, & he comoly was subdued & vanqueshed. Whe quene Margaret had thus vvel sped, first she caused the kyng, to dubbe prince Edward his sonne, knyght, with. xxx. other persons, which in the morning fought on the queues side, against his parte. Al'ter she sent to the Mayre of London, commaundinge him without delay, to sendc certain Carles, laded with lenten victayle, for y reiVeashing of her and her army. The Mayre, incontinent made prouisio, laded cartes, and sent them toward the quene. But the moueablc comos, which fauored not the queues parte, stopped y cartes at Crepulgate and boldely saydc, that their enemies, which came to spoyle and robbe y cilizens, should neither be relcued, nor victayled by them. And notwithstanding gentell aduertisement to them gyuen, of the mischefes, whiche might ensue of their doynges : yet they remayned still in one obstinate mynd and wilfull will, not permittinge the cariages, to passe or go forward. During 'which cotroucrsie, diuers of the Northen horseme, came and robbed in the suburbes of the citie, and would haue entered at Crepulgate, but thei by the commoners were repulsed, and beten backe, and iii. of them slayn : whervpon the Mayre sent the recorder to the kynges counsaill to Barne, to excuse the matter, and the duches of Bedford, & the lady Scales, with diuers sad fathers of the spiritualtie, went to the quene to mollifie her rancore, and asswage her rnelacolie, which she had conceiued against the citie. At this humble request, the quene and her counsail appointed certayn lordes and knightes, with. iiii. C. talle persons, to ryde to the citie, and ther to vewe, & se the demeanoure and disposicion of the people : & diuers Aldermen were appointed to mete them at Barnet, and to conuey them to London. But what soeuer man purposeth, God disposed) : for all these deuises were shortly trasmuted into another forme, because trevv report was brought, not onely to the citie but also to the quene, that the
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI.- . 253 the erle of Marche had vanqueshed the erles of Penbroke and Wilshyre, and that the erle of Warwycke, in whome rested the chefe trust of that faction, after the last conflict, had at saincte Albons, had mete with the sayd erle of Marche at Chippyng Norton, by Cottesold, and that they with both their powers were cominge toward London. These frcw tales turned the queues purpose, and altered all her long deuised ententes, in so inuche that she litle trustinge Essex, and lesse Kent, but London least of all, with her husband and sonne, departed from sainct Albons, into tho Northcountrey, where the roote, & foundacion of her ayde and refuge, onely consisted. But at the daye of her departyng, she caused the heddes of the lord Bonuile, and syr Thomas Kyriel, to be cut of, in the presence of her sonne, cotrary to y mynd and promise of her husbad, but emogest men of warre, faith or othe, syldome is pcrfourmed. TH E duches of Yorke, seyng her husband and sonne slayne, and not knowyng what should succede of her eldest sonnes chaunce, sent her. ii. yonger sonnes, George & .Richard, ouer the sea, to the cit:e of Wtrechte in Almayn : where they were of Philippe duke of Bourgoyne, well receyued and tested, and so there thei remayncd, till their brother Edwarde had obteyned the Realme, and gotte the regiment. Duringe which time diuers merchantes mistrusting the mutacion of tlie world, fled out of y realme, emogest whom one Philippe Mal
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    254 THE. XXXIX. YERE OF ward, with many great showtes and clappyng of handes. The lordes were shortly aduertised of the louyng consent, which the commons franckely and frely of their fre will had giuen, • wherupon incontinent, they all with a conqeniet number of the most substanciall commons, repaired to Baynardes castel, making iust and trew report to the erle of their eleccion and admission, and the louyng assent of the faithfull commons. The erle after long pausynge, first thanked God of his great grace and benefite, then to him declared and shewed, and the lordes and commons also, for their harty fauour, and assured fidelitie, and notwithstanding that, like a wise prince, he alledged his insufliciencie for so great a roome and weighty burbishop ..... vpo him the charge and vpon the next day, beyng the. iiij. day of Marche, he as kyng, rode to the church of sainct Paule, and there offered. And after Te deum song, with great solempnitie, he was conueyed to Westmynster, and there set in the hawle, with the scepter royall in his hand, where, to all the people which there in a great number were assembled, his title and clayme to the croune of England, was declared by. ii. ma tier of wayes : the firste, assonneand heyre to duke Richard his father, right enheritor to thesame : the second, by aucthoritie of Parliament and forfeiture committed by, kyng Henry. Wherupo it was agayne demaunded of the commons, if they would admitte, and take the sayd erle as their prince & souereigne lord, which al with one voice cried yea, yea. Which agremet cocluded, He enKyngEd- terecl into Westmynster church vnder a canapy, with solepne procession, and there as kyng UiTpro-C offered, and after the homages taken of al the nobles there present, he returned by water to claimed London, and was lodged in the bishops palace : Dayly rnakyng prouision, to go Northwarde iande° S~ against his aduerse faccion and open enemies, and on the morow he was proclaymed kyng, by the name of kyng Edward the. iiij. throughout y citie. While these thinges were in doyng in the Southpart, king Hery beyng in the Northcountrey, thinking because he had slayn the duke of Yorke, the chefe Capitayn of the contrary lynage, that he had brought all thyng to purpose and conclusion as he would, assembled a great army, trusting with litle payne and small losse, to destroy the residew of his enemies, whoine he estemed to be of no force, or of a small validitie. But he was sore deceiued: for out of the dead stocke, sprang a stronge & mightie braunche, which by no meanes could either be broken, or made sere: which was this kyng Edward the. iiij. whiche was so beloued and fauoured of the people, that no man was spoke of, no person was remcbred, but only he: for he was so much estemed, bothc of the nobilitie and commonaltie, for his liberalilie, clemencie, integritie, and corage, that aboue all other, he was extolled and praysed to the very heaue. By reason whereof men of al ages & of all degrees to him dayly repaired, sorne'offering theym selfes and their men to ieopard their lifes with him, and other plenteously gaue him money, to support his charges and mayntayne his warre. By reason wherof, he assembled together a puyssant army to thentent to gyue to his enemies a fierce and sharpe battayle, & so in one day to obteyn his purpose and make an ende of all his treble. When his army was redy, and all thinges prepared, he departed out of London the. xii. day of Marche, & by easy iourneys came to the castell of Pomfret, where he rested, appoyntyng the lorde Fitzwater, to kepe y passage at Ferybridge, with a great number of talle personages. Let no man thi'nke or yet imagine, that ether the counsaill of kynge Henry, or his vigilant queue, either neglected or forgat to know or searche what their enemies did, but that they prepared to their power all y men, that theyv either could perswade or allure to their purpose to take their part. And thus thinking them selfs furnished, committed the gouernaiice of the armye to the duke of Somerset, the erle of Northumberland, and y lord Clifford, as men desiring to reuenge y death of their paretes slayn at the first battayle of sainct Albons. These noble capitaynes, leauing kyng Henry, his wyfe, and sonne, for their most sauegard in the citie of Yorke' passed the ryuer of Wharfe, with all their power, entendinge to prohibite kyng Edward to passe ouer the ryuer of Ayree, and for the more expedition and exployt of their purpose 4 ' (after
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VI. 253 (after many comparisons made betwcne the erle of Northumberland, and the lord Clifford, bothe beyng in lusty yought, & of francke corage) the lord Clifforde determined with his light horsemen, to make an assaye to suche as kepte the passage of Ferybridge, and so departed from the great army on the Saturday before Palmsondaye, and early or his enemies were ware, gat the bridge, and slew the kepers of thesame, and al such as woulde withstand him. The lord Fitzwater hearyng the noyse, sodainly rose out of his bed, and vnarmed, with a pollax in his hande, thinking y it had byn a fray emogest his me, came doune to appeace thesame, but or he either began his tale, or knew what the matter meat, lie wasslayne, ^ and with hym the Bastard of Salisbury, brother to the erle of Warwycke, a valeaunt yong gentelman, and of great audacitie. When the erle of Warwycke was euformed of this feate, be like a man desperate, mouted on his Hackeney, and came blowyng to kyng Edward saiyng : syr I praye God haue mercy of their soules, which in the beginnyng of your enterprise, haili lost their lifes, and because I se no succors of the world, I remit the vengeaunce and punishment to God our creator and redemer, and with that lighted doune, and slewe his horse with his swourcle, saiyng : let him flic that wil, for surely I wil tary with him that wil tary with me, and kissed the crosse of his swourde. THE lusty kyng Edward, perceiuyng the courage of his trusty frtkl the erle of Warwycke, made proclamacion that all men, whiche were alrayde to fighie, shoulde incontinent departe, and to all me that tarried the battell, he promised great rewat des with this addicion, that if any souldiour, which volutariely would abide, and in, or before the conflict flye, or turue his backe, that then he that could kill him should haue a great remuneracio and double wages. After thys proclamacio ended the lord Fawconbridge, syr Water Ulont, Robert Home with the forward, passed the ryuer at Castelford. iii. myles from Ferebridge, entending to haue enuironed and enclosed I he lord Clyfford and his copany, but they beyng therof aduertised, departed in great haste toward kyng Henries army, but they mete with some that Theconthey loked not for, and were attrappod or they were ware. For the lord Clifforde, either biidge.F for heat or payne, putting of his gorget, sodainly w an arrowe (as some say) without an hedde, was striken into the throte, and incontinent rendered hys spirite, and the erle of Westmerlandes brother and all hi« company almost were there slayn, at a place called Dintingdale, not farr fr5 Towton. This ende had he, which slew the yong erle of Rutland, kneling on his knees : whose yong sonne Thomas Clifford was brought vp \V a sheppcrd, in poore habile, & dissimuled behauior euer in feare, to publish his lignage or degre, till kyng Henry the. vii. obteyned the croune, and gat the diadeine : by whome he was restored to his name and possessions. When this conflict was ended at Ferebridge, the lord Fawcdbridge, bauyng the foreward, because the duke of Northfolk was fallen sycke, valeaiitly vpon Palmsunday in the twylight, set furth his army, and came to Saxton, where he might apparantly perceyue the hoste of his aduersaries, which were accompted. Ix. M. men, and therof aduertised kyng Edward, whose whole army, they that knew it, and payed the wages, aflirme to. xlviii. M. vi. C. &. Ix. persons, which incotinet with y erle of Warwycke set forward leuyng the rereward vndery^ gouernace of syr Ihon Wenlocke, and syr Ihon Dynham and other. And first of all he made proclamacion, that no prisoner should be take, nor one enernie saued. So thesame day about, ix. of the clocke, which was the. xxix. day of Marche, beyng The conflict Palmsundaye, both the hostes approched in a playn felde, betwene Towton and Saxto. "tSaxtovpo When eche parte perceyued other, they made a great shoute, and at thesarnc instante time, their fell a small snyt or snow, which by violence of the wyn was driuen into the faces of them, which were of kyng Heries parte, so that their sight was somwhat blemished and minished. The lord Fawconbridge, which led the forward of kyng Edwardes battaill (as before is rehersed) being a man of great polecie, and of much experience in marciall feates, caused euery archer vnder his standard, to shot one flyght (which before he caused them to prouide) and then made them to stad still. The northre me, feling the shoot, but by reason of jr snow, not wel vewing y distance betwene them and their enemies, like hardy men shot their schiefe arrowes as fast as they might, but al their shot was lost, & their labor vayn for f\' '  .
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    256 THE. XXXIX. YERE OF for they came not nere the Southerme, by. xl. taylors yerdes. Whe their shot was almost spent, the lord Fau conbridge marched forwarde with his archers, which not onely shot their awne whole sheues, but also gathered the arrowes of their enemies, and Jet a great parte of them flye agaynst their awne masters, and another part thei let stand on y groud which sore noyed the legges of the owners, when the battayle ioyned. The erle of Northumberlad, and Andrew Trolopc, whiche were chefetayns of kyng Hf-ries vawgard, seynge their shot not to preuayle, hasted forward to ioine with their enemies : you may besure the other part northing retarded, but valeaontly fought with their enemies. This battayl was sore foughte, for hope of life was set on side on euery parte and takynge of prisoners was proclaymed as a f great offence, by reason wherof euery man determined, either to conquere or to dye in the; felde. This deadly battayle and bloudy conflicte, continued, x. houres in doubtfull victorie. The one parte. some time flowyng, and sometime ebbyng, but inconclusio, kyng Edward so coragiously comforted his me, refreshyng the wery, and helping the wounded, that the other part was discomfited and ouercome, and Jyke me amased, fledde toward Tadcaster bridge to saue the selfes : but in the meane way there is a litle broke called Cocke, not very broade, but of a great deapnes, in the whiche, what for hast of escapyng, and what for feare of folowers, a great number were drent and drowned, in so much that the common people there affirme, that men alyue passed the ryuer vpon dead carcasis, and that the great ryuer of Wharfe, which is the great sewer of y broke, & of all the water comyng from Towton, was colored with bloude. The chace continued all night, and the most parte of the next day, and euer y' Northren men, when they saw or perceiued any aduauntage, returned again and fought with their enemies, to the great losse of both partes. For in this. iii. dayes were slayn (as they Agmt knew it wrote) on both partes. xxxvi. M. vii. C.'lx. and. xvi. persons, all Englishmen and of Englishmen. one nacio wherof the chefe were the erles of Northumberland, and Westmorland and the lord Dakers the lord Welles, syr Ihon Neuel, Andrew Trolop, Robert Home, and many other Knyghtes and Esquiers, and the erle of Deuonshyre taken prisoner, but the dukes of Somerset and Excester fled from the felde and saued themselfes. This conflict was in maner vnnaturall, for in it the sonne fought against the father, the brother against the brother, the nephew against the vncle, and the tenaut against his lord, which slaughter did not onely sore debilitate and muche weke the puyssance of this realme, considering that these dedde men, whe thei were liuyng had force ynough to resist the greatest princes power of all Europe : But also gaue a courage to outward enemies and foren potetates, to inuade and make warre in this realme, which thinge was not vnlikely to haue ensued, if either Lewes the French kynge had bene at this time quiet in his realme, or lames kynge of Scottes hadbene of age and master of him selfe, yet thanked he God, for although the gate of a conquest were opened, yet it was shut agayn, or it was espied. After this great victorie, kyng Edward rode to Yorke, where he was with all solempnitie receyued : and first he caused the heddes of his father, the erle of Salisbury, and other his frendes to be taken from the gates, and to be buried with their bodies. And there he caused the erle of Deuonshyre and. iii. other to be behedded, and set their heddes in the same place. Atter that he sent out men on light horsses, to espye in what parte kyng Henry lurked, which hearingc of the irrecuperable losse of his frendes, departed incontinent with his wife and sonne, to the towne of Barwycke, and leauynge the duke of Somerset there, came to the kynges courte of Scotland, requiryng of him and his counsaill, ayde succor, relefe £ cofort. Theyong kyng hauing cornpassio on the miserable fate and great mischaunce of this sorowful man, not onely coforted him with fayre woordes and frendly promises, but also assigned to him a compedent pencion to line on, during the time of his abode within the realme of Sythe. Scotland. Kyng Henry considering the great humanitie, shewed to him by the Scottish vi. deluded kyng, in whome onely now consisted the whole hope and especiall trust of his ayde and succor, £Serf thought to bynd and oblige the sayd king, with some great benefite to his parte, and for that hanf"' f Ca"USe'i deil.uered to nym the tovvne of Barwycke vpon twede: which towne the Scottes many lames k°ng yere5 llad desired, but yet thei neither by force nor fayre promises, could obteyne their desire pfSeotlwdc. J ux
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. or purpose, before y time, Some writers. affirme, that he not voluntarily, but coacted by necessitiC) rendered the same towne, or els he could not be permitted once to enter, or haue any succor in the realmeof Scotlande. But whatsoeuer the cause was: after kyng lames had taken possession of the toune, hefrendly enterteyned and faithfully supported the parteand faccion of kyng Henry, and concluded a mariage betwene his syster and the yong prince of Wales, which mariage, Philippe duke of Burgoyn, enemy to queue Margaretes father, labored muche to infringe and interrupter but by the consent of both the fredes, the matrimony was agreed, but it was neuer solempnised, as after you shall heare. When kynge Henry was somewhat setteled in the realme of Scotlande, he sent his wyfe and hys s.onne into Fraunce, to kynge Rene her father, trusting by his ayde and succor, to assemble a greate army, and once agayne to possesse hys Realme and dignitie, and he in themeane season determined to make hys abode in Scotland, tose and espye, what way his frendes in Englande would studye or inuent for his restitucion and aduauncernent. But whether it were his destinye or his folye, he so imprudctly demeaned hym selfe, that within shorte space, he came into the handes of hys mortall enemies. Queue Margaret thus beyng in Frauce, did obteyn & impetrate of the yong Frenche kynge, that all fautors and louers of her husbande and the Lancastreall band, might safely and surely haue resortcinto any parte of the realme of Frauce, prohibiting all other of the contrary faccion, any accesse or repaire into that countrey. THVSyou haue hearde the variable chaunce and tragedicall hystory of kynge Henry the sixthe, whiche had reigned ouer this realme eight and thirtie yeres and odde monethes^ whiche the tenthe yere after hys deposicion, was agayne erected to hys throne and estate royall, as after shalbe declared. Nowe leuynge kynge Henry with the princes of his faccion consultynge together in Scotlande, and Quene Margarete hys wyfe gatherynge men together in Frauncc, I wyll returne to the actes of kyng Edwarde. FINIS, 5f The ende of the trobelous season of kynge Henry the, vj. THE PROSPEROUS REIGNE OF KYNG 1'. - ;*•' /* ? *'j' .;*j.^ni ;>0 }] : I: .'^EDWARD THE FOURTH. . . . PRosperous fortune and glorious victory, happely succeding to this yog Prince and cou- The first ragious Capitain, in the mortall battail fought at Towton, (as you haue heard ) he y"' beyng incoraged and set vp, partly because he .had obteined so great a conquest, and partely, because he.perceiued, that aswell the nobles, as the commos of the Realme, began to drawe to hym, and to take his part after the fashion and maner of a triumphaunt conqueror, and victorious champion, with great pompe returned to London. Where (according to the old custome of the realise) he called a great assemble of persons of all degrees: and the. xxix. daie of lune, was at Westminster with all solempnitie crounedand anoynted kyng, and called Kyng Edwarde the. iiij. after Willyam the Conqueror, which was in the yere of Ohristes incarnacion. M. iiij. C. Ixj. LI IN
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    THE. II. YERE OF IN the whiche yere, he called his high Court of Parliament, wherewith thestate of the. Realme was wholly set in good ordre, and specially such thynges as apperteined to the comon wealth, which wer to muche neglected and decaied. Duryng the tyme of the chilli and intestine war, he caused all statutes and ordinaunces made by kyng Henry the sixte, (whiche either touched his title or his profile) to be adnihilate and frustrate. In the whiche Parliament, the Erie of Oxford farre striken in age and the Lord Awbrey Veer, his sonne and heire, whether it wer for malice of their enemies, or thei wer suspected, or had offended the Kyng. they bothe and diuerse of their counsailors, wer attainted and put to execucion, whiche caused Ihon erle of Oxford, euer after to rebell. And afterward he created his twoo younger brethren Dukes, that is to saie: Lorde George, Duke of Clarence, Lorde Richard, Duke of Gloucester, and lorde Ihon Neuell, brother to Richard Erie of Warwicke, he first made Lorde Mountacute, and aftcrwardes created hym Marques Mountacute. Beside this, Henry Burchier, brother to Thomas Archebishop of Canterbury, was created Erie of Essex, and Willyam Lorde Fawconbrige, was made Erie of Kent. To this Lorde Henry Burchier beyns; a noble man in marciall actes, highly approued and renoumed, Richard Duke of York^e, long before this tyme, had geuen his suster Elizabeth in manage: hauyng a firme hope, and a sure confidence, that he and his generacion should be a perpetuall aide to the Duke and his sequele, aswell in prosperitie as aduersitie, associate together in al chances of fortune, which trust he did not defraude, as afterward appered to Kyng Edward the fourth, sonne to thesaid duke Richard, which for his assured fidelitie made hym Erie of Essex: to thende that bothe he the father, and his sone, should euer be to hym, bothe an aide and a bulAvarke. This Erie Henry, begat of lady Elizabeth his wife, foure sonnes, William, Thomas, Jhon, and Henry, and one doughter named Isabell, whiche liued but a small season. In the wbiehe sonnes, in compassyng and bryngyng greate thynges to passe, there lacked no industrie, nor prouidence: in grauous and waightie affaires, there wanted neither labor nor diligence : in all ieoperdies, thei wer hardy, strong, and coragieus : and finally, in forseyng of thinges, they neither lacked pollecie, nor wer destitute of counsaill. But in Lorde William, the Eldest sonne of Henry, all these vertues wer surely planted and ingrauen: which. William espoused lady Anne Woodwile, discended of an high paretage,. whose mother laquet was doughter to Peter of Luxenborough, erle of sainct Paule, by whom he had Lorde Henry, afterward Erie of Essex, and Cicile, and Isabel, whiche died vnmaried : Cicile was maried, to Water Lorde Ferreis of Chartely. But now to returne to the purpose. If THE SECOND YERE. Th«.u. WHen al these chauces thus luckely happened'to kyng Edward, and all thynges in maner were framed, as he would haue theim: Henry duke of. Somerset, sir Raufe Percie, and di? uerse other, beyng in dispaire, and out of hope of all good chaunce, that might happen to kyng Henry the sixte, came humbly and submitted theimselfes, whom he gentely inter teined, and louyngly receiued. Of, whiche deede, the duke shortly, repented him. and so did: some of the other. ALL this season was kyng Henry the. vj» in Scotlande, whiche to haue the more aide and comfort of the Scottishc king, he deliuered vnto hym the toune of Barwicke, (as you before haue heard) whiche had been continually, in the possession of Englishmen, from the tyme of Kyng Edward the firste, whiche, with hardy corage, manfull assautes, slaughter of many thousandes of Scottes, valiantly conquered thesame. This same season also, quene "Margaret, beyng in Fraunce, by the meanes- of her father and frendes, found suche frendship, at the Frenche kynges handes, that she obteined a crewe of fiue hundred Frenehemen, whiche was but a small numbre, for her purpose, and yet a greater number then her husbande or she, were able to intertein in wages, of their awne coffers. She thus beyng accompanied, with these bostyng Frenchmen, of whom sir Piers Bracy, a Bryton knyght was Capitain, a man more fierce in the house then inithe feld, and yet more fierce in fliyng from the ., '\
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. II U. the feld to the house, then hardy to set foreward from the house to the feld, set vp her t-ailes, and with a prosperous \viud, arriued in Scotland. If she and her company, wer welcome to her husband and sonne, 1 report me to suche as languish, and would haue succor, and to suche as lacke aide, and would be comforted. The Quene and her company, thought to ~ n doo some greate enterprise, (as the nature of the Frenehemen is, to be more busy then bold) Marg sailed with her gallant band .toward Newe Castle, and landed at Tynmouthc. But whether ™mP!'ny she wer a fraieil of her awne shadow, or that the Frenchemen cast to many doubles, the aniueth « truth is, that the whole army returned to their shippes, and a it* pest rose so sodainly, that if she had not taken ajsmall Caruell, and that with good spcde, arriued safe at Barwicke: she had neither vexed kyng Edward after, as she did with a newe inuasion, nor yet she had not liued all her old age, in misery wretchednesand callamitie, as she did, leasyngbothe her husbande, her sonne, her llealme, and her honor. And although fortune was so fauorable to her, yet her company were with stormy bltistes, driuen on the shore before Baborough castle, where thei set their shippes on fire, and cowardly fled to an Island, called holy Island wher they wer so assailed by the bastard Ogle, and Esquire called Ihon Manners, with other of kyrig Edwardcs retinue, that many of them wer slain, and almostc. iiij. C. taken prisoners, and puttor,aunsome. But the capitain Bracy more coward then coragious, happened by chaunce of a fisharman, & so came to Barwicke, to Quene Margarete his mastres: whether she gaue hyiu thankes or no I double, but sure I am he none deserued, yet she made hym eapitain of Aln'ewike Castle, which he with his fresh men kepte till thei wer rescowed. This chaunce litle amased the Quene, nor in any thyng abated her haute corage. For incontinently she obteined a greate company of Scottes, and other of her frendcs, and so bringyng her husband with her, and leauyng her sone called prince Edward, in the toune of Barwicke, entered Northumberlande, and toke the castle of Bamborough, and stuffed it with Scotles, and made therof capitain sir Raufe Gray, and came forward towarde the bishopricke of Durham. When the Duke of Somerset heard these newes, he without delaye refused kyng Edward,  and rode in poste to his kynsman, kyng Henry the sixte : verefiyng the olde prouerbe: kynne will crepe, where it may no go: Refusyng the surety of his estale, wbiche kyng Edwarde did promise hym, for the vncertain gain whiche he hoped to get, by supporting kyng Henry. With hym fled also sir Raufe Percy, and many other of the kynges fredes, but many mo folowed hym, for coueteousnes of spoyle and rapyne : in so muche that the puyssaunce of kyng Henry, was thought to bee of asmuche force, as the strength and army of his enemy kyng Edward. The which army was iudged to be y greater, because he spoyled, & burned tounes, and destroyed feldes, whersoeuer he came. Kyng Edward (as you could not blame hym) was with these dooynges nothyng content, wherefore like a wise prince, intendyng to stop the gut of kyng Henries po«er or it made any farther issue: Prepared al municions, conuenient for the warre, rigged and appareled, a greate nauie of shippes, of whiche some were vitailed at Lyn, and some at Hull, and they were furnished with souldiors. When his army by the sea, was thus warlikely set forward: he sent the lorde Montacnte, (whom bolhe for his hardinesse and sage conduvte in marciall affaires, he muche trusted and beleued) into Northumberlande, there to raise the people, to withstande his enemies. And after this, he in his royall persone, accompanied with his brethren, and a great part of the nobilitie of his realme, not without a great and puyssaunt armie, marched toward his enemies, and came to the citie of Yorke, sendyn u a great quantitie of his faithfull subiectes, to the ayde of the lorde Montacute, least paradwenture, he geuyng to muche confidence, to the men of the Bisshoprike and Northumberlande, might by theirn be deceiued and surprised. The Lorde Montacute, forgat not the office of a good capitain, nor beyng well furnished with suche as he knewe would neither flie backeward, nor stande still lookyng, and not fightyng, thought no leger to tract the tyme, but with a valiant corage, marched forward toward his enemies, and in his iorne}, he was inconntered, with thelorde Hungerford, tho Lorde Roos, sir Raufe Percy, and diuerse other, at a place called Hegely More. Where sodainly thesaied lordes, in maner, without stroke strikyng, fled, L 1 2 and
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    £fO THE. II. YERE OF and oncly sir Ilaufe Percy abode, and was there manfully slain, with diuerse other, saiytig, when he was diyng: I liaue saued the birde in my bosome : meanyng that he had kept, both his promise and othe, to kyng Henry the. vj : Forgettyng that he in kyng Henries moste necessitie, abandoned him and submitted hyin io kyng Edward, (as you before haue lieard.) The lord Motacute scyng fortune thus prosperously leadyng his saile, was auaunced with hardy corage toward his enemies, & then in passyng forward, he had by his espialles periite intelligence, that kyng Henry with all his power, was incamped in a faire plaine called Lyuels, Th , .. on the water of Dowill in Exham shire. It was no neede to bid hym hast, as he that thought at Liucis, not to lese the occasion, to hym so manifestly geuen, & to leaue the good port of fortune, tTrofeDow" to hym opened and vnclosed : and therfore, in good ordre of battail, he manfully set on his iiijnExium enemies, in their awne cape, wliiche like desperate persones, with no small corage receiued hym. There was a sore fought feld, and ho partie by a long tract, could get any aduauntage of the other, till at the last, the lord Montacute, criyng on his men to do valiauntly, entered by plaine force, the battaill of his enemies, and brake their array, whiche like men ainased, fled hether and thether, desperate of all succor. In whiche flight and chase, wer taken, Henry duke of Somerset, whiche before was reconciled to Kyng Edwarde, the Lorde Roos, the Lorde Molyns, the Lord Hungerford, sir Thomas Wentworth, sir Thomas Husc, sir Ihon Fynderne, & many other. Kyng Henry was this day, the beste horseman of his company: for he fled so faste that no man could ouertake hym, and yet he was so nere pursued, that certain of his henxmcn or folowers wer taken, their horses beyng trapped in blew vcluet : wherof one of the had on his hed, thesaid kyng Henries healrnet. Some say his high cap of estate, called abococket, garnished with twoo riche crounes, whiche was presented to kyng Edward, at Yorke the fourth daie of Maie. The duke of Somerset, was incontinently, for his greate mulabilitie and lightnes, behedded at- Exam, the other lordes and knightes, wer had to New Castle, and there after alitle respite, wer likewise put in execucion. Beside these persones, diuerse other to the numbre of. xxv. wer executed at Yorke, and in other places : wherby other fautors of kyng Henries partie, should be out of all trust of all victory, consideryng that their capitaines, had hopped hedles. Fro this battaill escaped kyng Henry (he. vj. sir Humfrey Neuell, Willia Taylboys, callyng hymself erle of Kent, sir Rauie Gray, and Richard Tunstall, and diuerse other, whiche beyng in feare of takyng, hid themselfes and lurked in denes and wholes secretly. The! wer not sociosly hid, but they were espied : for the erle of Kent was taken in a close place in Riddesdale, and brought to New Castle, and therewith an axe lost his life, Sir Humfrey Neuell, after long lurking in a Caue, was taken in Holdernes, and at Yorke behedded. Thus euery man almoste that escaped, was after taken and scorged: so that it should seme that God had ordeined, all suche persones as rebelled against kyng Edward, to haue in coclusion, death for their reward andguardone. AFTER this battaill called Exham field, kyng Edward came to the citie of Duresme, to the intent to bee more nerer to his enemies, if they would make any farther attempte: and sent from thence into Northumberlande, the Erie of Warwicke, the lorde Montacute, the lordes, Fawconbrige and Scrope, and diuerse other, to recouer suche Castles and fortresses, as his enemies there held, and with force defeded. These lordes first besieged the castle of Alnewike, whiche sir Piers Bracy and the Frenchemen, by force and strong hande kepte, and in no wise would yeld, sendyng for ayde to the Scottes, wherupon sir George Douglas, erle of Angus, with. xiij. M. men well chosen, in the daie tyme rescowed the Frenchemen out of the castle, the Englishemen lookyng on, whiche thought it muche better to haue the castle without losse of their me, then to lese bothe the castle and their men, consideryng the great power of the Scottes, and their smal numbre: and so thei entered the castle and manned it, and after thesaied lordes, besieged the castle of Dunstanborogh, and by force toke it, and Ihon Goys seruaunt to the duke of Somerset capitain of thesaid castle, was taken and brought to Yorke : where, with a haehet he receiued his reward. These Lordes also tooke by force the strong castle of Bamborough, and in it sir Raufe Gray, whiche was before sworne to kyng Edward, for the whiche periurie to bothe the princes, he was disgraded of the
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    KYNO EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 2tfl the high ortlrc of knighthode at Dancastre, by cuttyngof his gylt sporres, rgtyng his cote of Jhncgfosf™' annes, and breakyng his sword ouer his hed : and finally, there his body was shorted, by the kuigbL legth of his hed and had no more hariiie, thus was he rewarded for his doble deceipt and manifest periurie. AFTER this victory, kyng Edward returned to Yorke, where, in despite of therle Northumberlande, whiche then lurked, in the realme of Scotland, he created sir Ihon Neuell, lorde iV/ontacute, erle of Northumberland, & in reprofe of laspar erle of Penbroke, he created William lord Herbert, erle of the same place: but after when by mediacion of frendes, therle of Northumberland, was reconciled to his fauor, he restored hym fully to liis possessios, name and dignitie: and not intending therby, to diminishe the honor of his frend, he preferred sir Ihon Neuell, to the stile of Marques Montacute, and so by that meanes, hewas in estate and degre higher, then therle of Warwicke his elder brother, but in power, poilecie, and possessions, farre baser and lower. If THE THIRD YERE. ALthough that Kyng Edward might now thynke, all thynges to be in a good case, & The.ur. hymself also to be of puyssance sufficient against al his enemies, (for y he had obteined so y"e' great a victory) : yet did he prouide with all diligence, that neither kyng Henry, nor quene Margaret his wife, should by any meanes remain in Englande: least the sight with the perswasions of theirn, and especially with old frendes & alies, might alter and change the mindes, & also wyn the hartes of the mutable comonaltie. Wherfore he edified bulwarkes, and buylded fortresses on euery side & parte of his realrne, where might be any place propice and mete, for an armie to arriue or take lande. Beside this, he wrote to all them in the South partes of his realme, that in no wise they should receiue thesaied quene, nor in any thyng should help or minister to her: and if any did presume or attempt, priuatly or openly to infringe his will and commaundement, the offenders should be take as his aduersaries, & punished as his vtter enemies. And on that parte that marcheth vpon Scotland, he laied •watches and espialles, that no persone should go out of the realme, to kyng Henry and his company : whiche then lay soiornyng in Scotlande. But what so euer ieoperdy or periit might bee construed or denied, to haue insued by the meanes of kyng Henry: all suche doubles, were now shortly resolued and determined, and all feare of his doynges, wer tlerely put vnder and extinct. For he hymself, whether he wer past all feare, or was not veil stablished in his perfite mynde, or could not long kepe hymself secrete, in a disguyted. apparell, boldely entered into Englande. He was no soner entered, but he was knowen K n Hen_ and taken of one Cantlowe, and brought towarde the kyng, whom the erle of Warwicke rythe. vi. met on the waie, by the kynges commaundement, and brought hym through London, to ^nii'ited'to the toure, and there he was laied in sure holde. Quene Margareie his wife, hearyng of 'thcTourc the captiuitie of her husbande, mistrustyng the chaunce of her sonne, all desolate and com- ol forties, departed out of Scotlande, and sailed into Fraunce, where she remained with Duke Reyner her father, till she toke her infortunate iorney into Englande again: where she lost bothe husband and sone, and also all her wealth, honor, and worldly felicitie. The newe Duke of Somerset and his brother Ihon, sailed into Flaunders, where they also liued in greate misery, till duke Charles, because he was of their kyn, and discended of the house of Lancastre by his mother, succored them with a small pencion, whiche to them was a greate comfort. Therle of Penbroke wgt from countrey to countrey, not alwaies at his hartes ease, nor in securitie of life, or suretie of liuing. Such an vnstable and blind god- \ des is fortune : for whe he that sitteth highest on the whele falleth to the groud, all that be 1 vnderneth fall also, andean neither haue aide nor helpe of her, nor yet of theimselfes. AFTER the takyng of kyng Hery the. vi. and the departyng of his wife, this realme was in more quietnes & tranquilitie, because that men of the contrary part and faccion, durst
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    C63 THE. III. YERE OP durst not once attept nor yet moue, any new tumulte or conspiracie, consideryng that bothe the hed was fallen, and the chief membres fled and vanquished. Wherfore kyng Edward, beyn* clerely out of doubt, of all hostilitie and danger, set all his mynd the whole foure veres'folowyng, for bothe amending thynges preiudiciall to the common wealthe, and also for stablishyng of thynges, mete and necessary, for the people of his Realme and dominion.    And firste of all, folowyng the old auncient adage which saith, that the husbandman ought first to tast of the new growe frute : he distributed the possessions, of suche as toke parte with kyng Henry the, vi. to his souldiors and capitaines, whiche he thought had well deeerued it. And beside, he lefte no poynt of liberalise vnshewed, by the whiche liemi-'ht allure to hym, the beneuolence and louyng hartes of his people: and in especial to his°nobilitie, he gaue bothe large and precious giftes and rewardes. And because y he would gladly haue the loue of all men, aswell noble as ignoble, aswell of riche as of poore, he shewed hymself more familiar, bothe with the nobilitie and the commonaltie, then (as some me thought) wag conuenient, either for his estate, or for his honor : whiche gentilnes and frendly familiar! tie, he euer after vsed. The lawes of the realme, in part he reformed. K^ngEd- antj jn part; he newly augmented. The coyne bothe of golde and of siluer, whiche yet at ™utede;he' this daie is curraunt, he newly deuised and diuided: for the gold he named royals and noramcsof ^les, and the siluBr he called grotes and halfe grotes. After this, he caused open ProclaC°yn" mac'ion to be diuulged, that all persones whiche were adherent to his aduersaries part, & would leaue their armure, & submit theselfes wholy to his grace and mercy, should bee clerely remitted, pardoned, and relessed : and they that obstinatly would so refuse, should haue such paines, as by the law, to suche transgressors, was assigned and appointed. What profile this gentle interteinyng of his people brought hym to: What good will and fixed hartes of the people, he obteined by this kynd and frendly handelyng, all me may with their iyes manifestly perceiue. For only by the fauor and ayde of the people, euer after in all his warres, he was a victor and a conqueror : so that all enterprises afterward against hym attempted, had either euill successe, or wer sone refelled, as afterward you shall perceiue.    When he had brought his Realme into this estate, he surely thynkyng, and no lesse trustyng, but that he was set in the sure stall, stable throne, and vnmoueable chaire, of the croune of his realme and kyngdom, was not only desirous of hymself, beyng a prince of hautcorage, young, lusty, and sanguyne of complexion, to haue a wife, but was also daily sollicited, required, and mocioned of the peres and nobilitie of the Realme, to ioyne with suche a make, as should bee bothe to his honoure and contentacion, and also for the securitie & establishment, of the royall succession, and continuaunce of his progeny, in his newe possessed countrey, and late recouered kingdom. Wherupon, like a wise and a circunispecte Prince, very desirous of a Quene, but more thirstyng for suche a make, by the aide of whose par-elites, alies and confederates : he beyng ioyned with theim in perfite affinitie, might litle or nothyng double the atternptes of ir's aduersarie kyng Henry, nor yet the .malice of his secret frendes and priuy fautors. This matter (as it was of great waight and importance) bangyng long in consultacion: Emongest other it was moued, to send to James -the. iii. kyng of Scottes, for the obteinyng of the faire lady Margaret his suster, to thintent, that on that side, kyng Henry his aduersary, should be destitute of all aide, refuge, succor, and -comfort: but whether it wer for a priuie sickenes, or an open impediment, to hym and his counsaill declared, or by them spied, this mocion vanished and toke no farther effect. Then (as many men haue said, & few or none haue written) it was farther consulted, that the lady Elizabeth, suster £ heire apparant, to Done Henry kyng of Castle, (whiche afterward was his heire in deede, and maried to Done Fernado, kyng of Arragou) was a manage for hym moste conuenient, and not so conuenient, as profitable bothe to hym and his realme, and theim that should lineally succede hym, consideryng that if he might obtein the kyngdom of Castell, of the whiche his greate graund mother, was of, the indubitate heires, as doughter to Done Peter, late kyng of •Caetell, (by the valiauat
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. eff.1 liatint knight, Edward prince of Wales, restored to his seigniory, realme & kingdom) then wer he in cace, not onely hable to defend hymself, and his realme of Englande, against all foren enemies, and vtter inuasions, but also he should be of puyssaunce sufficient to inimde, and likely to recouer the duchy of Guyen, yea, and whole Acquitain, heyng his awne true and lawefull inheritaunce, with the ayde onely of the Castilians, puttyng the Englishemen to litle trauaill, & lesse charge. This mocion thus setforward semed highly to redounde, bothe to the honor of the kyng, and the high auauncement of thestate of the realme : Considering first, the high paretage of the woman, and secondly, the indubitate expectacion of thinherilance, of the reahnes of Castell and Lion. And this mariage agred vpon, (whiche semeth more likely to be intreated of, then cocluded as the tale tellers saie.) The erle of Warwicke was sent into Spain, well instructed, and no lesse accjinpanied, for the conclusio of thesaid mariage. But who so will diligently consider, and in rgall balaunce ponder, the youth and appetite of kyng Edward, and the tend re age and minoritie of this noble damosell : maie euidently perceiue, that it was neither decent nor conuenient, for hym nor his realme, to expect and tary the maturitie and ful age of this noble princes, nor that he beyng a prince, wel cherished, of lustie courage, and apte to« generacion, would or could Hue sole and vnmaried without a wife, till she were of age, mete & conueniet for his bed. For it appereth on her goodly sepulture, in the cite of Granado (where she is buried) and also diuerse famous and notable Historiographers, bolhe of, Spain and other regions, write and affirme, that she changed this transitory life, in the yere of our Lorde. M. D. vi. beyng L. yeres of age, one moneth onely lackyng. By whiche report she shoulde be borne, in the yere of our lorde. M. iiii. C. Ivi. And when thsrle of Warwicke was sent for the mariage of kyng Edwarde, in the beginnyng of the third yere of his reigne, the yere of our lord. M. cccc. Ixiii, so that then she was sixe and not fully, vii. yeres, at whiche tyme kyng Edward had fully accoplished. xxiiii. yeres and more. The treatie of whiche mariage although it be not vnpossible, yet for y causes aforsaid, it semeth not alible vnlikety. But admit that this mariage was moued, as it peradueture might be, and that the erle of Warwicke sailed into Spain, (as he did not in deede) of likelihod his legacion was frustrate, & came to none effect : but sure it is that thesame yere, he came to kyng Lewes the. xi. then beyng Frenche kyng, liyng at Tours, and with greate honor was there receiued, and honorably interteined : of who, for kyng Edward his master, he de- The treatye maunded to haue in mariage the lady Bona. doughter to Lewes duke of Sauoy, and suster hr™^' to the lady Carlot, then French Quene, beyng then in the Frenche court. This mariage Ed semeth pollitiquely deuised, and of an high imaginacion to be inuented, if you will well.1" consider, the state and condicion of kyng Edwardes affaires, which at this time, had kyng Henry the. vi. in safe custody, in the strong toure of London, and the moste parte of his adherentes, he had as he thought, either profligated or extinct, Quene Margaret onely except, and Prince Edward her sonne, whiche wer then soiornyng at Angiers, with old Duke Reiner of Aniow her father, writyng hymself kyng of Naples, Scicile, and lerusalem, hauing as muche profiles of the letters of his glorious stile, as rentes and reuenues out of thesaid large and riche realmes and dominions, (because the kyng of Arragon toke the profiles of thesame, and would make no accept therof to duke Reiner.) Kyng Edward therfore thought it necessary, to haue affinitie in Fraunce, and especially by the Quenes suster: whiche Quene, although she ruled not the kyng her husband, (as many wome do) yet he of a certain especiall humilitie, was more content to haue her fauor £ folowe her desire, (for wedded' men ofte tymes doubt stormes) rather then to haue a lowrvng countenaunce, and a ringing peale, whe he should go to his rest and quietnes: trusting that by this manage, quene Margarete (whom thesame Quene Carlot litle or nothyng regarded, although her father was called a kyng and she a quene, & none of both hauing subiectes, profiles, nor dominions) should haue no aide, succor nor any cofort of y Freeh klg, nor of none of his fredes nor alies, wherfore quene Carlot much desirous to aduace her blod & progenie, & especially to so greate a prince as kyng Edward was, obteyned both the good1
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    254 THE. IIIJ. YERE OF good will of the kyng her husband, & also of her syster, so that the matrimony on that •rjiemiriage Sy$Q was clcrely assented to, & the erle of Dampmartine appolted with other, to sayle into kig Edward" En^lad, for the clercly finishyngof thesame. After these thinges thus concluded, the erle the.iiu. of Warwycke was dismissed and highly rewarded, & for the great & noble corage that was in him, he obteyned such fauor of the kynge, the quene and the nobles of Fraiicc, that •when he fled out of Engliid, he was there honorably receiued, frendly maynteined, and louingly succored, as you shall perceyue hereafter. BVT now consider the old prouerbe to be true y saieth : that mariage is destinie. For during y time that the erle of Warwycke was thus in Fraunce, concludyng a mariage for kyng Edward : The king being on huntyng in the forest of Wychwood besyde Stonnystratforde, came for his recreation to the manner of Grafton, where the duches of Bedford soiorned, then wyfe to syr Richard Woduile, lord Ryuers, on who then was attendyng a daughter of hers, called dame Elizabeth Greye, wydow of syr Ihon Grey knight, slayn at the last battell of saincte Albons. by the power of kyng Edward. This wydow hauyng a suit to y kyng, either to be restored by hym to some thyng taken from her, or requyring hym of pitic, to haue some augmentation to her liuyng, founde such grace in the kynges eyes, Kyng Eii- t|iat j)e not oiiely fauored her suyte, but tnuche more phantasied her person, for she was a ward talleth ,, •< . •> p .. ' ' . . ' in lone with woma more oi formal countenaunce, then of excellent beautie, but yet of such beautie & fauor, that with her sober demeanure, louely lokyng, and femynyne smylyng (neither to doughter, & wanton nor to humble) besyde her toungue so eloquent, and her wit so pregnant, she was etiT'.™"" a^'e to rau'she the mynde of a meane person, whe she allured and made subiect to her, y hart of so great a king. After that kyng Edward had well considered all the linyametes of her body, and the wise and womanly demeanure that he saw in her, he determined first to attept, if he might prouoke her to be his souereigne lady, promisyng her many gyftes and fay re rewardes, affirming farther, y if she would therunto condiscend, she might so fortune of his peramour and concubyne, to be chaunged to his wyfe & lawfull bedfelow : whiche demaunde she so wisely, and with so couert speache aunswered and repugned, afiirmynge that as she was for his honor farre vaable to be hys spouse and bedfelow: So for her awne poore honestie, she was to good to be either hys concubyne, or souereigne lady : that where he was a littell before heated with the darte of Cupido, he was nowe set all on a hote burnyng fyre, what for the confidence that he had in her perfyte constancy, and the trust that he had in her constant chastitie, & without any farther deliberation, he determined with him selfe clerely to marye with her, after that askyng counsaill of them, whiche he knewe neither woulde nor once durst impugne his concluded purpose. BVT the duches of Yorke hys mother letted it as much as in her lay alledgyng a precontract made by hym with the lady Lucye, and diuerse other lettes : all which doubles were resolued, & all thinges made clere & all cauillacions auoyded. And so, priuiliein a mornyng he marled her at Grafton, where he first phantasied her visage. f THE. IIII. YERE. The. iiii. ycre. ster. A.Nd in the next yere after, she was with great solempnitie crquned quene at Westmyn..r. Her father also was created erle Ryuers, and made high Constable of Englande : her brother lorde Anthony, was marled to y sole hey re of Thomas lord Scales, & by her he was lord Scales. Syr Thomas Grey, sonne to syr Ihon Grey, the quenes fyrst husband, was created Marques Dorset, and maried to Cicilie, heyre to the lord Bonuile. Albeit this mariage, at the first apparaunce was very pleasaunt to. tlie king, but more ioyous to the quene & profitable to her bloud, which were so highly exalted, yea, & so soda i ply promoted, that all the nobilitie more maruayled then allowed this sqdayne risyng and swift eleuacion : Yet wh.0 so will marke the sequele of this story, shall manifestly perceyue, what .further, what miserie, & wh,a.t -trqWe ensued by reason of this mariage: for it can not be denied,
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ., denied, but for this manage kyng Edward was expnlsed the Realm, & durst not abide, And for this mariage was theric of Warwycke & his brother miserable slain. By this ma- in riage were kyng Edwardes. ii. sonnes declared bastardes, & in coclusion priued of their rfVyngw? liies. And finally by this mariage, the queues blond was confounded, and vtterly in manor »;>rdes m"~ destroyed. So y men did afterward diuyne, that either God was not contented, nor yet'" pleased with this matrimony, or els that lie punished kyng Edward in his posteritie, for the diepe dissimulynge and couert clokynge, with hys faithfull frende the erle of Warwycke. But such coiectures for. y most part, be rather more of mens phiitasies, then of diuiue reuelacion. Whe this mariage was once blowen abrode, forrcn kynges and prynces maruayled and musyd at it: noble men detested and disdained it: the commo people grudged and murmured at it, and al with onevoyce sayde, that hys vnaduised wowyng, hasty louyng, and to spedy mariage, were neither meete for him bcyng a kyng, nor consonant to the honor of so high an estate. The French kyng and his quene were not a littell discontent (as I can not blame them) to haue their sister, first demanded and then graunted, and in conclusion rciected, and apparently mocked, without any cause reasonable. Wherfore shortly to appese her dolor, they maried her to Ihon Galece, duke of Millayn, where she liued in great felicitie. But when the erle of Warwycke had perfit knowledge by the letters of his trusty frendes, that kyng Edward had gotten him a new wyfe, & that all that he had done with kyng Lewes in his ambassade for the coioynyng of this new afiinitie, was both frustrate & voyn, he was earnestly moued and sore chafed with the chaunce, and thought it nec.essarye that king Edward should be deposed from his croune and royal dignitie, as an inconstant prince, not worthy of such a kyngly office. All men for the moste parte agre, that tin's mariage was the only cause, why the erle of Warwycke bare grudge, and made warre on kynge Edwarde. Other affinne that ther wer other causes, which added to this, made y fyre to flame, which before was but a litell smoke. For after that kyng Edward had obteyncd his kyngdome (as it was then thoughte) by the onely helpe and meane of the erle of Warwycke, he bega to suspect, yea, and to doubt him, fearing, lest he beyng in such aucthoritie and estimacion of the people, as he well might worke him pleasure or displeasure, when he therunto were mynded, vvherfore he thought it edueniet a lillc and a litle to plucke awaye and minyshe the power and aucthoritie, which he and his predecessors had gyuen to the erle, to thentent that he then myght do at his pleasure, bothe at home and in outward parties, without feare or dread, without checke or taunt, whatsoeuer to his awn mynde semed most conuenient. By this a man may se that often it chaiiceth, that frendes for one good turne will not render another, nor yet remember a great gratuite and benefite in time of necessitie, to the shewed and exhibited: But for kyndncs they shew vnkindnes, & for great benefites receyued, with great displeasure they do recompense. Of this the erle of Warwycke was nothyng ignorat, which although he loked for better thankes & more ample benefites at kyng Edwardes handes: yet he thought it best to dissimule the matter, tyll such a time were come, as he might fynd ihe king without stregth, and then to imbrayd him witli the pleasure that he had done for him. And farther it erreth not from y treuth • ••v-ivjii^/ !» Edward, which loued well both to loke and to fele fayre dainmoseis. But whether tlie in° i'.iry that the erle thought he had taken at king Edwardes lumdcs, or the disdayne of aucthoritie that the erle had ' vuder the king, was the cause of dis.solucion of their amitie and league, tructh it is that the priuie intencions in their hartes brake into so many s'mal pece.s, that England, Fraunce, and Flauiiders, could neuer ioyne them agayn, durynn their natural 1 lyfes. THE erle of Warwycke beyng thus moued, inflamed, & set against the kyng, lest in his fury, his purpose might be espied and broughte to nought, determined him self, couertly dissimulyng, so longe to suffer all such wronges & iniuries, as were to hym done, til he M HI might
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    2G6* THE. V. YEIIE OF might spye a tyme conueniet, & a world after his awn appetite, for the setting furth of his' enterprise, and accomplishing of his purpose: \vberupon he sayled into England, and with, renerence sainted the kyng as he was wont to do, £ declared his Ambassadc and thexployt of thesame, without any spot of grudge to be perceyued, as though he were ignorant of* the new matrimony. And when he had taryed in the courte a certayn space, more for to shewe that he was thesame person, and of thesame good mynde towarde the kynge, as he was before the. tyme of his legacion, then for any great atteccion that he bare, either to< the kyne; or the quene, he obteyned licence of the kyng, to depart to hys Castel of Warwycke, both for hys health and recreacion, wliither with great honour he was accopanied; with diuers of the kynges famiiier seruitors, as thoughe none inward grudge or cotiert dissimulacion had ben hydden betwene them, where he rcmayned tyll all his prinie imnginacions.were made open, and all hys enterprises were ready to be set forwarde. Duryng whiche time, the quene was deliuered of a yonge and fayre lady, named -Elyzabeth, whiehe afterward was wyfe to the noble prince kynge Henry the vii. and mother to kyng Henry the. viii. «U THE. V. YERE. \ , The.v.yere. WHeii kyng Edward had reigned thys, full the terme of. v. yeares, not all in pleasure,. nor yet so in displeasure, but either by policie or frcdshippe, he eucr was superior, & had the vpper hande of hys enemies: He dayly studied and intentyuely applied his whole mynd with all labor and diligence to ohtayne the loue, fauor and amide of outward princes & foren potentates. First to haue a llowlad for an Olyuer, for the Fi'3ch king whome he knew not to be hys frendes, by reason of the refusall of hys quenes syster, he procured an amitie KynjeEd- with Henry, kynge of Castell, and Ihon kyng of Arragon. At the concluriyng of whiche «d'acycr- amitie he grauntecl lycence and liberte for certayn cottesolde shepe to be transported in to tayne nu™- t|)e COu!itie of Spayne (as people report) which haue so there multiplied and encreased, tobctranSP.e that it k/ith turned f comoclilie of England, moche to the SjKtnysh profit, & to no small P°"^'nto hynderance of the lucre and gayne whiche was beforetymes in England, vaysed of wolle and felle. Beside thys to haue an amitie with hys nexte neyghbor, the kyng of Scottes he wynkynge at the towne of Barwyke, was contet to take a truce for xv. yeres. BVT Lord what happy chauce and good lucke had kyng Edward for besyde these ne\r frendes and conferates (of the whiche, some were more farther of, then he coulde cal to for helpe with a whistel, wiien he stodo in rnoost dauivier and distresse) Fortune besyde all his expectacio prouidfcd hym euen at hys elbowe, A brother in lawe, a perpetual allye and trendly neighboure : whiche offered allyaunce and new amitie, if he had either refused or myssed surely of al his other putatyue (1 dare not say fuyned) frendes, for all their lea 
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. II1J. 26'7 •in such a place as they might by that matrimony haue both aliiuunce and ayde agaynste all •their outwarde enemies, and especially agaynst the Frcnche kyng, whoinc they knew dayly to wayte & watche lyke a scrpente, how he by fraude might swalmv or catche them or their possessions : vpon which comunicacid it was declared by certayne, there he'ynge present, lliat kynge Edward of Englande had a fayre virgyn to hys syster, called lady Margarete, a huly of excellent beautic, and vet more ol'womanhod (hen bc-autie. and moreofvertue then wooianbode, whose innumerable good qualities, beside, the giftes of nature, grace and fortune, were so seriously setftirth to duke Philip, and the erle of Charoloys hya sonne, that bothe the father & the child iudged that manage to be the mosie uiett-st matrimony in Christendom, not onely for the excellent qualities and manifold vcrtucs emp: inted in the person of the noble virgyu, but also for the great profile, allyance and cor.timiaH frendsliip that *houlde grow*: and ry.se betw-ene the roalme of Englandc, and the dukes landes. THE. VI. YEIIE. AFter tha-t thys poynle was clercly resolued on, the Duke appoynted hys bastard sonne Th«-v'lorde Anthony, commonly called the bastarde of Bourgoyne, chefe Ambas*adoure for th*is purpose: a man of great witte, corage, valiantnesand liberalise, \vhiche beyng richely furbished of plate & apparel, necessary for his estate, bailing in his copany geteimen & other -expert in all feates of chiualry, and merciall prowes, to $ nulerof. cccc. horses (as the Brabanders write) toke hys ship, and with prosperous wynde arryued in Englande, where he was of ibe nobilitie receyued and with al honorable entertainment, conueyed to the kynges presence which like a prince, that knew what apperteined to his degre, louingly welcomed, and familiarlyeimbrased the bastard & other noblesy came wilhhym. Andafterhys commission scene, and hys message declared, the Kynge gaue to hym a gentell answere "for that tyme, and so the ambassadours departed to their lodgynge, where they kept a gueat housholde, and made triumphal chere. You may thinke'that kyng Edward was not so vnwyse, nor yet so vnpurueyed of counsail, to forsake thys beneficiall alliance, amicable consanguinitie and louynge frendshyp, thus fiankely to hym profered and graunted hut that he and all hys comisaill with fote and hande endeauoured theym selfes to brynge too passe, and fynally to conclude thesame, the Erie of Warwycke onely exccpte, whiche l>erynge hys harty fauoure too the Frenche kynge by yll reportcs, dyd asinuche as in hym lave to hynder thys manage and affinitie, of whose good will duke Charles \vaswellinformed. But for all hys opinion at a certayne daye, the kynge sente for the Ambassadours, and there declared too theym howe he gladlye dyd bothe accept and graunte their louynge request, and demaunde, promisyng them in the word of a Prynce, that he should be duryng his'life frend to the fredes of the Duke and the Erie, and enemies to their aduersaries and ennemies, which wordes not a littel pleased the Burgonyons. After this he caused the lady Margaret his syster to be sent for which beyng richely appareled, accompanied with a great multitude of ladyes and gcntelwomen, cntred into the kynges great chaber, with so sober demeanure, so fa ire a visage, solouyng a coiitenaunce, & so princely a port, that she was esterned for her personage and qualities, bothe of the Burgonnyons and other, not to be vnworthy to matchc. in matrimony, with the greatest prynce of the worlde. And after the kynge, she & the ambassadours had comoned a good tract of tyme, the lord Anthonye bastard of Burgonnye, contracted openly the sayde lady Margaret, for and in the name of his brother the erle Charles, and there in the name of the duke his father, and the Erie his brother, lie presented to $ lady Margaret a ryche and a costly luell, whiche she ioyouslye. receyued with great thankes and many gratulations geuen, both to her father in lawe and her new contracted husband. After thys manage, was thus concluded and contracted to speke what bankettes, fesles, 'Jisguysynges pastymes & pleasures were made and shewed to the ambassadours, it v, ere to M m 2 longe  �
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    THE. VL YERE OF lon*e to write the matter, beyng no more serious, & much more tedious to here : But one thlg Adulate, was" very honorable, and not mete to be put in obliuio. The Bastard of Burgoyne, a man of a haute corage, chalenged Anthony lord Scales, brother to the Quene, a man both egall in liarte, and valyantnes with die bastard to fight with hym bolhe on fote & on horsbacke,. the lord Scales gladly receyucd hys demaunde and promised hym on the othe of agentelrnan, to aunswere hym in the felde, at the day appoynted : lyke chalenges were made by other Borsionyons, t'o the gentelmen of Englande, which you may surely beleue were not refused, The kyng entedyng to see thys marciall sport and valiant chalenge performed, caused lystes royal 1 for the champions, and eostely galleries for Ladies toloke on, to be newly erected and edcfied in West Smylhfelde in Loclon. And at the day by the kyng assigned, the. ii. Lordes entered within the listes, well mounted, richely trapped and curiousJye armed. On whiche daye they ran together, certayne courses wyth sharpe speres, and so departed with egall honor. The next daye, they entered the felde, the bastarde sitting on a bay course^beinge somewhat dymme of sight, and the lord Scales had a gray courser, on whose schaffro was a< long and a sharpe pyke of stele. Whe these, ii. valeat persones coped together at the tornay, the lord Scales horse by chauceor by custome, thrust hys pyke into the nostrelles of the horse, of the bastarde, so that for very payne he mouted so hygh, that he fell on the one syde with hys master, & the lord Scales rode roiid about him with his- sworde shakycng in hys hand, tyll the kyng comaunded the Marshall to helpe vp the bastarde, whiche openly sayed, I cannot holde by the cloudes. for though my horse fayled me, surely I will not fayle my coutercopaignions. And when he was remounted, he made a countenance to assayle his aduersarie, but the kyng either fauoryng his brothers honor then gotten, or mistrustyng the shame, . whiche mighte come to the bastarde, if he were agayne foyled, caused the Heraldes to cry,, a lostel, and euery man to departe. The morow after, the two noble men came in to the felde on fote, with two Poleaxes, and there fought valiantly lyke two coragious champions, but at the laste, the point of the axe of the lord Scales happened to enter iuto the sight of thehealme of the bastard. & by fyne force might haue plucked hym on his knees, the kynge sodayuely caste doune hts warder, and then the Marshails them seuered. The bastard not content with this chaunce, very desirous to be reuenged, trustynge on his cunning at the Poleaxe (the whiche feate he had greatly exercysed, & there in had a great experiment) required : the kyng of Justice, that he might perfonne his enterprise: the lord Scales, not refused it. The. J;ing sayd he wolde aske counsail, & so calling to hym the Costable and Marshall with , the officers of armes, after longe consultacion had, and lawes of arrnes rehersed, it was declared to the bastarde for a sentence diffinitiue by the duke of Clarence, then Constable of Englande, and the duke of Northfolke Erie Marshall, that if he woulde prosecute farther, his attempted chalenge, he muste by the lawe of armes, be deliuereci to his aduersarye in, thesame case and like condicion, as he was when he was taken from him, that is tt/saye, the poynt of the lord Scales axe to be fixed in the sighte of his healme, as depe as it was when they were seuered. The bastard heryng this indgemt, doughted much the sequele, if he so should procede agayne, wherfore he was content to relinquyshe hys chalengo, rather then to abyde the hasarde of hys dishonor : Other chalenges wer done, & valiantly acheued by the Englishmen, which I passe oner. When all these corragious aetes wer thus with ioy accomplished, sorowfull tidinges were broughte to the bastard,' that duke Philip his father was passed this transitory lyfe, of whiche tidinges he was not a littell sorowfull, and therevpon takynge his leueof kynge Edwarde and his syster, the nevve Duches of Burgoyne, liberally rewarded with plate and lewels, with all celeritie he returned to the new duke Charles his nephew, accepting to him what exployt he had made in his Ambassade & message, which answere was to the great contentacion and accomplishement of the desire of the said Duke and therof rnoste hartely thanked the lady., for her consent, as for the thyn
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. fcvn* Edward more for the Marques Montagewes loue, then for any fauour he bare to the ede°of Warwycke, promoted George Neuell their brother, to the Archebishoperyke ot Yorke. THE. VII. YERE.. NOw to returne to Charles duke of Burgoyne, whiche was with greate victory, and vie- The. v& torious triumphe returned from the conquest of the lande of Luke to Bruseles, he not torseuiii« the contract, which his bastard brother the lord Anthony had made in his name, with the noble princesse lady Margaret, syster to Edward kynge of Englande, deuised alwayes how he mitfht with all honor and royaltie, haue her receyued into his countrey. And ursf he wrote to the kyng of England, to sende her ouer-the sea with all diligence, according^ to the pact and lea^e betwene them concluded, whiche beyng nothynge slacke, and especially iu suche a cause, as so highly magnified his bloude, prepared shippes and all thynges necessary for the honorable conduyte of her and her copany and so accompanied with the dukes of Exceter and Southfolke and "their wyfes, beynge both her systers, and a great coinpanye of lordes and ladies and other, to the number of. CCCCC. horsses, in the begmmnge of lune departed out of Londo to Douer, & so- sayled to Sluys, how she and her companye were there receyued and from thence conueyed to. Bruges,- where the manage- was celebrate and solempnized, what abundant fare and Delicate viand was serued at the feast, with how riche banginzes the house was garnished and trimmed, with how many Cupperdes of golde & silucr the palace was adourned, with how many garnyshe of siluer vessell the companyes were serued, what lustes, what Tourneys, what bankettcs, and what disportes were at this Nupciall feast? I neither dare nor wil write, accordinge to the Brabader Chronicle, lest perauenture some men might-thynke that I flattered a litle, as perchance I thynke they saye not trew in a greate dele. But now to let go ^matters of ioy & solace, & to returne to the pestilent serpent, whiche so longe had sucked vp his poyson, and now began to vomit and cast it so abrade, that all the. iiL veres folowyngthe whole Realme was continually infected with thesame, whiche infeccion,"neuer ceased lill the. ayre was purified with the bloudde and deathe of him selfe at Rarnet fclde : for if you call to you re r'emetnbraunce the depe dissimulinge of the Erie of Warwyckc at his retorne from beyonde the sea, and the continual! grudge that lurked in iiis stomack, toward kyng Edward syth y tyme, ye must thinke that of very necessilie it wolde at length either burste'the vessell," and by some nieanes issue out, as it did now euen at this tynie:°he beyng at his towne of Warwycke, accompanied with his two brelherne the Marq-ues Mountacute, and the Archebishop of Yorke, framed communicacion too make them merye and to passe furth the tyme two or thre dayes, and at the last hauynge an occasio to sneake of the kyng & his doyngesand procedinges, he then first moued and excited them by al waies possible to helpe andayde, & to restore kyng liery the sixte, to the Croune and rovall diwoitie agayne, saiyngto the after thiswise. My dere & welbeloued bretherne, the ThePerSUa. incredible faythefulnes, the secrete sobernes, and the polytique prudence that I haue euer s^o°/^ by long cotinuace of tyme experimented in you both, doth not onely encourage my harte, wykevsu, yea and setteth me in great hope of obteynynge my purpose.^ but also putteth me out of ail ^°^' dreade & mistrust, fermely beleuyng, & surely Judging, y you both wyl with tothe and kingEdwarf nayle endeuer your selfe, to the vttermost of your power to bring to effect & purpose y " tkias: that I now shal declare vnto you. Surely, I woulde in nowise that you shouhle thynke thatf that whiche I shall speake to you, of king Edward and kyng Henry, should rise of any liffhtnes or phantasie of my myud,- or any triffelyng toye, lately fallen into my ima^inacion, 'but the true experience and iuste iudgement, that I haue of them bothe, their qualities and condicions, in nianer copell and constraine me to saie as I saie, and to doe as I doo. For sur< ly Kyng Henry is-, a Godly, good, and a verteous persone, neither forgetlyng hisfrendes, nor puttyngin obiiuion any .bcnefite by hym, of a meane persone receiued, nor yet
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    THE. VII. YERE OF rctany mine for his causes susteincd, he hath lefte vnrewarded : To whom 'God hath -sent a sonne, railed Prince Edward, borne to be of great worthynes and prayse, of muche -bou:itefuhies and liberalitie, of whom men maie, many laudable tbynges coniecturc, consideryng the pein, labor and trauaill, that he tukcth to helpe_his father out of captiuiue and tiiraldonie. Kyn"- Edward on the contrary side, is a man, cotumelious, opprobrious, & an injurious person, to them that deserue kyndncs, lie slieweth vnkyndnes, and to theim that loue him, he dcd'ly liateth, now detestyng to take any pein, for the preferment or maintenaunce, of the publiquc wealth of this realme, hut all gen en to pastime pleasure, and daliance. Spner prcterryng to high estate, men discendcd of lowe bloud, and bassc degree, then men of old and vndefiled houses, \vhiche hath bothe supported hym, & the common wealth of his realme-: So that now I perceiue, that it is eue come to this poynt that lie will destroye all the nobilitie., or els the nobilitie must shortly, of very necessitie dustroye and confounde hym. But reason would, that we that wer first hurt, should first reuC-ge our cause : for it is not vnknowen to you bothe, how that he, im medially after he had obteined the crounc, began first secretly^ and then openly, to enuic, disdain, and impugne the fame, glory, and renoune, of our house and famiiie, as who saied that al the honor, preferment and aucthoritie that we haue, we had onely receiued at his handes, and that we had neither obteigned, dignitie nor rule by our great labor, aide and trauaill. Whiclie to all men maie seme vntrue, whichc consider that our name, chief title and principal! aucthoritie, was to vs geuen by kyng Henry the sixte, and not by hym. lJut if euery man will remembre, ,who firste toke parte with his father, when he claimed the Croune: who at that tyme, for that cause was in greate ieoperdie, and almost slain by the kynges meniall seruauntes, and who neuer lefte this man in prosperitie nor aduersitie, till he had the gailande, and the realme in quietnes, shall manifestly perceiue, that we and oure bloudde, hath shewed our selfes more like fathers to hym, then he like a frend to vs. If we haue receiued any benefites of hym, -surely thei be not so muche, as we haue deserued, nor so muche as we looked for, and yet they bee muche more, then he would wee should enioye, as ye bothe well perceiue and knowe. Let these thyngcs oucrpasse, and speakc of the vngentle, vntrue and vnprincely handelyng of me, in the laste ambassude, beyng sent to the French kyng, for to treate a manage for hym, hauyng full aucthoritie to bynd and to lose, to contracte and conclude. Whiche thyng when I had finished and accomplished: how lightly his mynde chaunged, How priuily he vowed, and how secretly he maried, Bothe you knowe better then I. So that by this meanes, I was almo.ste out of all credence, in the Courte of Fraunce, bothe with the kyng and quene as though I had come thether like an espiall, to moue a thyng ncuer mynded, or to treat of u manage determined before, neuer to take effect. Whereby the fame of all our estimacion, whiche all kynges and Princes haue concerned in vs, partly obteined by the vcrtue and prowesse of our noble auncestors, and partly acheued by oure awne peines and forward actes: shall now be obfuscate, vtterly extinguished, and nothyng set by. What worme is pouched, and will not once turne again? What beast is striken' that will not rore or sound ? .What innocet child is hurt that will not me ? If the poore and vnreasonable beastes: If the scly babes that lacketh discrecion, grone against hanne to theim proffered, How ought an honest man to be angery, when thyiiges that touche his honestic,' be daily against him attempted ? But if a nieane person in that case bee angeiy: how muche more ought a noble man, to fume and stirrc- coales, when the high tipe of his honor is touched, his fame in rnuncr brought to infamy, and his honor almoste blemished and appalled, with out his offence or desert ? All this brethren you know to be true, the dishonor of one, is the dishonor of vs all, and the hurte of one, is the hurte of all: Wherfore, rather then I will . These faire wordes allured the Archbishop shortly, to his intent and purpose, but the Lord*
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 271 Lorde Marques could by no meanes bee reduced, to take any parte against kyng Edward till the erle had bothe promised hym great rewardes and high promotions, and also assured Hym of the aide and power, of the greatest princes of the reahne. Eue as the Marques vrnvillynoly and in mannercoactcd gaue his consent, to this vnhappy coniuracion, at the mtisemcntand procurement of therle, so with n fainte hartc and lesse courage, he alwaies shewed hymself eneinic to Kyng Edwarde, excepte in his laste daie: whiche lukewarme hartc and double dissimulation, wcr bothe the destruccion of him and his brethre. The erle of Warwicke beeynge a man'of a greatc wit, farre castyng, and many thyngea vigilantly forosevnc either perceiued by other, or had perfect knowledge of hymself, that the duke of Clarence bare not the best will to kyng Edward his brother (as he did not in dede) thought firste to proue hym a farr of, as it wer in a probleme, and after to open to him (if he sawe hym flexible to his purpose) the secrete imaginations of his stomacke: thynkyng that if he mjtfht by policie or promise, allure the duke to his partie, that kyng Edward should be depute, of one of his best Hawkes, when he had moste nede to make a flight. So at tyme and place conuenient, the erle began to complain to the duke, of the ingratitude and doublenea of kyng Edward, saiyng: that be had neither handled hym like a irende, nor kepte promise with hym, accordyng as the estate of a Prince required The erle had not halfe tolcle his tale, but the duke in a greatc fury answered, why my lorde, thynke you to haue hym kynd to vou, that is vnkynd, and vnnatural to me beynge his awne brother, thynke you that frendship will make hym kepe promise, where neither nature nor kynrcd, 111 any wise can prouoke or moue hym, to fauor his awne bloud? Thynke you that lie will exalte and promote his cosin or alie, whiche litle careth for the fall or confusio, of his awne line and lisnace: This you knowe well enough, that the lieire of the Lorde Scales he hath maried to his wiles brother, the heire also of the lorde Bonuile and Uaryngton, he hathgeuen to his wifes soune, and theire of the lorde Hungerford, he hath graunted to the lorde Hastyn«es- thre manages more meter for his twoo brethren and kynne, then forsuche newe foupdlynses as he hath bestowed theim on: Hut by swete saincte George I sweare, if my brother of Gloucester would ioyne with me, we would m*ke hym knowe, that we were all three one mannes sonnes, of one mother and one lignage discended, whiche should be more preferred and promoted, ihenstraungers of his wifes bloud. When therle of Warwicke had hard the dukes wordes, he had that whiche he bothe sore • thrusted and lusted for, and then began boldly to disclose to the Duke, his intent and purpose euen at the full, requiryng hym to take partc with hym, and to bee one of the attempted confederacie. And least the duke might thynke, that the matter was lightly, and vncircumspectly begon, he declared to hym, howe warely, howe secretly, how spedily all thyn«e«« eoncernyng this purpose, had been compassed, studied, and forsene, requiryng liym in soVreatc and vrWnte a cause, bothe to take-pern & trauaiil, and also to studie with all eircumspeccion and forseyng, how these thyngcs thus begon, might be brought to a certaintic and a finall conclusion. And the rather to wynne the dukes hart the erle beside diuerse and many fuirc promises made to the duke, offered hym his eldest daughter (becyng of npe age and el^'ant stature) in rnariage, with the whole halfedele of his wites inheritaunce. The duke at 'the perswasion & request of therle, promised to do all thynges whiche he would or could, in any maner require or desire. After that the Duke and the erle had long consulted concernyng their straunge and dangerous affaires : thei first determined to saile to > Caleis, of the wLich tonne the erle was chief capital n, where his wife and twoo doughters then soiorned, whom to visile, the duke of Clarence beyng in amours, had no small -affection But the erle continually remembryng the purpose that he was set on, thought to begin < and kindle the fire, of his vngracious coniuracion (whiche so many yeres vexed and vnquieted the reahne of Englande) before his departure, wherefore he appoynted his brethren i the Archebishop and the Marques, that they should by some uieane in his absence,, stirrevp newe commotion or rebellion, in the Countie of Yorke and other places adiacente : so that this
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    272 THE. VIII. YERE OF this duill warre should seme to all men, to haue been begon without his assent or knowledge (he beyng in the paries of beyond the sea). THE. VIII. YERE. The via. WHen all these thvnges wer thus determined, and in graoe counsaill allowed, the erle ?"to rcfreshe them. Here is to be niaruuiled, why the Marques thus put 'to --death the cupitain and ruler of the people, stirred and rcised vpby bym, and the felowes of.his coniuracion and conspiracie : •Some saie he did it to the intent, that be would seme fautles and innocent, of all his brothers .doynges, and priuie imaginations : But other affirme andisaie, -that -lie for all his promise made
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 273 made to his brother, was then deliberatly determined to take parte with kyng Edward, with whom (as it shall after appere) he in small space entered into greate grace and high fauor. The people beyng nothyng abashed at the death of their capitain, but rather the more eger, and fierce, by faire meanes and craftie perswasions: found the meanes to get to theim, Henry sonne and heire to the lorde Filz Hughe, and sir Henry Neuell, sonne and heire of the Lorde Latimer, the one beeyng nephew, and the other cosin germarn to therle of Warwicke. Although that these young gentlemen, bare the names of capitaines, yet they had a tutor &gouernor called sir Ihon Conyers, a man of suche courage & valiauntnes, as fevve was in his daies, in the Northe partes. And firste considerynge that they could not get Yorke, for want of ordinaunce and artilery, whiche they did lacke in dede, they determined with all spede to marche toward Londo, intending by the w;lie to reise suche a phantesie in the peoples hartes, y they should thynke that kyng Edward was neither a iust prince to God, nor profitable to the comon welth of y realme. When kyng Edwarde (to whom all the dooynges of the Erie of Wanvicke, and the Duke his brother, were manifest and ouerte, and wer come to that poynt, that he expected and loked for) was by diuerse letters sent to him, certified that the great armie of the Northren men, wer with all spede commyng toward London. Therefore in greate hast he sent to Wyllyam lorde Herbert, whom, within twoo yeres before, he had created erle of Penbroke, that he should without delaye encountre with the Northren men, with the extremitie of all his power. The erle of Penbroke, commonly called the lorde Herbert, was not a litle ioyous of the kynges letters, partly to deserue the kynges liberalitie, whiche of a meane gentleman, had promoted hym to the estate of an erle, partly for the malice that he bare to the erle of Warwicke, beyng the sole obstacle (as he thought) why he obteined not the wardship of the Lorde Bonuiles daughter & heire, for his eldest sonne. Wherupon he accompaignied with his brother sir Richard Harbert, a valiaunt knight, and aboue. vi. or. vii. thousande Welshemenne well furnished, marched forwarde to encountre with the Northren men. And to assiste and furnishe hym with archers, was appoynted Humffray lorde Stafford of Southwike (named, but not created) Erie of Deuonshire, by the kyng, in hope that he valiauntly would serue hym in that iorney, and with hym he had eight hundred archers. When these twoo Lordes were met at Cottishold, they made diligent inquiry, to here where the Northren menne were, and so by their explorators they were asserteined, that thei were passyng towarde Northampton, whervpon the lorde Stafford, and sir Richard Harbert with twoo thousande well horsed Welshmen, saied: they would go vewe and se the demeanor and nombre of the Northern men, and so vnder a woodes side, thei couertly espied the passe forward, and sodainly set on the rerewarde : but the Northren men with suche agilitie so quickly turned aboute, that in a moment of an houre, the Welshemen wer clene discomfited and scatered, and many taken, and the remnaunt returned to the armie with small gain. Kyng Edwarde beeyng nothyng abasshed of this small chaunce, sente good woordes to the Erie of Pembroke, animatyng and byddyng. hym to bee of a good courage, promisyng hym not alonely ayde in shorte tyme, but also he hymself in persone royall, would folowe hym with all his puyssance and power. The Yorke shire menne, beyng glad of this small victory, were well cooled and went no farther Southward, but toke their waie toward Warwicke, lokyng for aide of therle, whiche was lately come from Caleis, with the Duke of Clarece his sonne in lawe, and was gatheryng and reisyng of men, to succor his frendes and kynsfolke. The kyng likewise assembled people on euery side, to aide and assist therle of Penbroke and his compaignie. But before or any part receiued comfort or succor, from his frend or partaker, bothe the armies met by chaunce, in a faire plain, nere to a toune called Hedgecot, three myle from Banbery, wherin be three hilles, not in equal B»nt>«y distaunce, nor yet in equall quantitie, but liyng in maner although not fully triangle: the fcUt Welshemen gat firste the West hill, hopyng to haue recouered the East hil: whiche if thei had obteined, the victory had been theirs, as their vnwise Prophesiers promised the before. N n The
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    •l?74 THE. VIII. YERE OF The Nortbren-nien iucamped themself on the Southe hill. The erle of Penbroke and the lorde Stafford of Southwike, wer lodged at Banbery the daie before the feld whiche was sainct lames daie, and there the erle of Pembroke, putte the Lorde Stattorde put of an Inne wherein he delighted muche to be, for the loue of a damosell that dwelled m the house- contrary to their mutuall agrement by them taken, wbiche was, that whosoeuer obteined first a lod^yng, should not be deceiued nor remoued. After many great woordes and crakes, had betwene these twoo capitaines, the lorde Stafford of Southwyke, in greate dispite departed with his whole compaignic and band of Archers, leauyng the erle of Pembroke almoste desolate in the toune, whiche, with all diligence returned to his host, liyng in the feld vnpurueied of Archers, abidyng suche fortune as God would sende and prouide. Sir Henry Neuell sonne to the Lorde Latimer, tooke with hym certain light horssemen, and skirmished with the Welshemen in the euenyng, euen before their Campe, where he did diuerse valiaunt feates of armes, but a litle to hardy, he went so farre forward that he was taken and yelded, and yet cruelly slain: whiche vnmercifull acte, the Welshemen sore ruled the next daie or night/ For the Northren men bey ng inflamed, & not a litle discontented, with the death of this noble man, in the mornyng valiauntly set on the Welshemenne, and by force of archers, caused theim quickely to descende the hill into the valey, where bothe the hostes fought. Therle of Penbroke behaued hymself like a hardy knight, and expert capitain, but his brother sir Richarde Herbert so valiauntly acquited hymself, that with his Polleaxe in his hand (as his enemies did afterward reporte) he twise by fine force passed through the battaill of his aduersaries, and without any mortall wounde returned. If euery one of his felowes and compaignions in armes, hud doen but halfe thactes, whiche he that daie by his noble prowes achiued, the Northremen had obteined neither sauetie nor victory. Beside this, beholde the mutabilitie of fortune, when the Welsheme were at the very poynt, to haue obteynecl the victory (the Northernme beyng in manner discofited) Ihon Clappam Esquier, seruaunte to the erle of Warwycke, moated vp the syde of y east hyl, accopanied onely with. CCCCC. men gathered of all the Rascal of the towne of Northampton and other villages about, hauyng borne before them the standard of the Erie with the white Bere, Crvenge a Warwycke a Warwycke. The Welshmen think-yng that y Erie of Warwycke had come on them with all his puyssance, sodaynlye as men amased fledde : the Northernme, them pursued and slew without mercy, for y cruelty that they had shewed to Aureate the lord Latimers sonne. So that of the Welshme there were slayn aboue. v. M. bcsyde them wdshT °f t'iat werefled ar>d taken. men* e The erle of Pembroke, syr Rychard Herbert his brother, and diu'ers gentelmen were taken, and brought to Banberie to be behedded, much lamentacion and no lesse entreatie was made to saue the lyfe of Syr Rychard Herbert, both for hys goodely personage, whiche excelled all men there, and also for the noble Chiualry, that he had shewed in the felde the day of: the battayll, in so muche that his brother the Erie, when he should laye doune his hed on the block to suffer, sayd to syr Ihon Conyers and Clappam, Masters let me dye for I am olde, but saue my brother, which is yonge, lusty and hardy, mete and apte to serue the greatest prince of Christendom. But syr Ihon Conyers and Clappam, remembryng the death of theycnge knyght syr Henry Neucl, Cosyn to the erle of Warwycke, could not here on that side, but caused the erle & hys brother with diuers other gentelme, to the number of. x. to be there behedded. The Northamptonshire men, with diuers of y Northernme by *0binof them procured, in this fury made them acapitayne, and called hym Robyn of Riddesdale, and :sdale- sodaynly came to the manner of Grafton, where the erle Ryuers father to the Queue then lay whom they loued not, and there by force toke the saydeerle and and syr Ihon his sonne, and brought them to Northampton, and there without Judgement stroke of their heddes, whose bodyes were solemply enterred in the Blackefreers at Northampton. When kynge Edward was aduci tised of thys vnfortunate chauces, he wrote in all hast to the Shiriefes of Somersetshyre and Deuenshyre, that if they coulde by any meane take the lorde Stafford of Southwyke, that they vpon payne of their lyues, should without delay put hym in execucion, whiche 1 accordingly
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. accordingly to the kynges comraaundement, after long exploracion made, founde hym hyd in a village in Brentmarche, called '» where he was taken & brought to Bridgwater, & there cut shorter by the hedde. Thys was the order, manner and ende of Hegecot felde, comely called Banberie felde, foughten the morow after sainct lames daye, in the. viij. yere of kynge Edwarde the. iiij. the whiche battaile euer synce hath bene, and yet is a cotinuall Banberya grudge betwene the Northernmen and the Welshemen. After thys battayle the Northernme resorted lowarde Warwycke, where the erle had gathered a greate multitude of people, whiche erle gaue hygh commedacions to syr Ihon Conyers and other capitaynes of y North, much reioysing, that they had obtevned so glorious victory, requiring them to continew as they had begon. The king likewyse sore thrusting to recouer his losse late susteyned, and desirous to be reuenged of the deathes and murders of hys lordes and fredes, marched toward Warwycke with a great armye, and euer as he wente forwarde, his company increased, because he commaunded it to be noysed and published to the common people, that his onely en tent was to destroy, and vtterly to confounde the vnhappy stocke and yll graried generation, of suche pernicious persones, as wolde disturbe and bring in thraldome, y quiet comons and peascable people. The erle of Warwycke had by his espialles perfyt, knowlege how the kyng with his arrnye was bent toward hym, &sent in all hast possible to the duke «f Clarece (which was notfar from him with a great power) requyringehim thatbothe their hostes rnyghte ioyne in one for as farre as he could imagyne, the tyme of battayle was very nere. The duke hearynge these newes in good order of battayle, came and encamped him selfe with the erles host. When all thynges were redy prepared to fight: by the meanes of fredes, a meane was founde how to comon of peace, for the whiche letters were writte from eche parte to other, declaring their griefesand the very bottoms of their stomtnackes: Herauldes spared no horseflesh in riding betwene the kyng and the erle, nor in retornynge from the Erie to the kynge : the kynge conceyuinge a certayne hope of peace in his awne imagination, toke bothe lesse hede to him selfe, and also lesse fered the outward atteptes of his enemyes, thinkyng and trustynge truely that all thynges were at a good poynt and should be well pacified. All the kvnges doynges were by espials declared to the erle of Warwycke, which lyke a wysc and politique Capitayne entendyng not to lese so great an auauntage to hym geuen, but trustyng to brynge all his purposes to a fynall ende and determinacion, by onely obteyning this enterprise: in the dead of the nyght, with an elect company of men of warrc, as secretly as was possible set on the kynges felde, kylling them that kept the watche, and or the kynge were ware (for he thought of nothynge lesse then of that chaunce that happened) at a place called Wolney. iiij. myle from Warwycke, he was take prysoner, and brought to the Castell of War- Kyng Edwicke. And to the entent that the kynges frendes myghte not know where he was, nor what lv.ard(;hewas chaunced of hym, he caused hym by secret iorneys in the nyght to be conueyed to Myd- prisoner," by clelham Castell in Yorkeshire, & thereto be kept vnder the custody of the Archebishop ofy'.erle.°f Yorke his brother, and other his trusty frendes, which entertayned the kyng, like his estate, and scrued hym lyke a prynce. But there was no place so farre of but that the taking of the kvng was shortly knowe there with v wynde which newcs made many ruen to feare, ar.d greatly to dread, and many to wonder and lament the chauce. Kyng Edward beyng thus in captiuitie, spake euer fayre to the Arehebtsbop and to the other Kepers, (but whether he corrupted them with money or fayre promises) he had libertie diners daves to go on huntynge, Kyn&E<1" and one day on a playne there met with hym syr William Stanley, syr Thomas of Borogb, capedoutof and dyuers other of hys fredes, with suche a great bend of men, that neither his kepers pnson' woulde, nor once durst moue him to retorne to prison agayn. Tluis as you haue harde was kyng Edward delinered : Some saye tli.it lie was set at largn by the erles consent and commanndtmente as uhosayd, I had hym in my kepyng, and might haue destroyed hym,- I-had hym in captiuitie, and so might haue deteyncd him but yet of myne awne freewill & gentelnes, without pacte or raunsom I am contented to set him at libertie £ to deliuer him. Thysdoyng might seme to be some countenaunce of treulh, if the erle after this had desisted from persecutyng the warre by hym newly begonne : but for a trentii N n 2 tin?
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    THE. VIII. YERE OF this crood chaunce happed to kynge Edward, by the yll lucke of kynge Henry, for surely by this vll fortune a man may plainly coiecture, that the extreme poynt of decay of hys house and estate was apparantly at hande, consideryng that neither by mannes pollicie, nor by worldly riches his vnhappy predestinate chaunce coulde not by any pollicy be put by, nor by any instrumet scraped away (wel such was Goddes pleasure) tor if you consider how that the erle of Warwycke and his frendes, onely to thentent to ayde, conserue and defende kyng Henrv the. vi. haue dispended their substances, aduentured their lyues, and taken paynes intollerable, hauyng a sure determination fixed in their myndes, that as long as kyng Edward lyued, that kyng Henryes faction should neuer prosper & yet when he was by the Erie taken prisoner, & in captiuitie, he by fortune escaped, or was wilfully deliuered. By thys you may plainly perceyue that the lucke of kyng Henry was vnfortunate, and that all that was done for hym, and in is quarell, euer redouned to hys misfortune and detriment, euer notyng this, that when thinges contriued & Imagened come to an vnlucky successe, all the senses of our bodyes be then by anger, feare or madnes, rauyshed, and in manner distracte from them selfes. But to retorne to the purpose, when kynge Edward had escaped the handes of hys enemyes, he went streyghte to Yorke, where he was with great honor receyued of the Citizens, and there taried two dayes to prepare some small army, to accompany hym in hys iorney, but whe he perceyued that he coulde haue no hoste mete and conuenient to passe to London, thorough the rniddes of his enemies (as he was appoynted to do) he turned from Yorke to Lancaster, where he founde the lord Hastynges hys Chamberlayne, well accompanyed. He then with j ayde of the lord Hastynges, and suche other as drew to hym beyng well furnished with spedy iorneys, came safe to his cytye of London. When the erle of Warwyke & 5" duke of Clarece, had knowlege how the kyng by treason of them y they put in trust, was escaped their handes, & that in one moment of tyme, all their longstudyes and forcastes were brought to none effect or conclusion, they wexed angrye, & chafed without measure, & by and by callynge together all their chief frendes began to consult agayn, of new, & to enquire the estate of their enemies, to the entent that they might make a beginnyngof a new warre, which they coniectured to haue taken an ende when the kyng was brought into captiuitie. The myndes of these Princes were much satisfied, & their corage greatly kindelecl, by reason that a great number of men hauing more pleasure in discord then in concord, louyng better stryfe then vnitie, offered themselfes to beginne neue warre of their awne desire & request. Kyng Edward toke euen lyke study for the warres as hisennemyes dyd myndinge either to bringe them to conformitie or reason, by dent . of sworde, or els by power of Battayle vtterly to destroye & exstirpate them and their affinitie, to the entent y all men might lede a more quiet lyl'e, & lyue in more securitie & rest: for by the sedicious rebellinge of these persons, the state of the Realme was brought to great miserie, for Churches and Temples were euery where robbed & spoiled, houses burnt and men slayne in euery place, all the Realme was replenished with bloud, slaughter, sorow & lamentacion, Cornefeldes were destroied Cities and Townes were made desolate and languished withfamyn & dearthe, besyde many other thinges, which happen by the crueltie and furye of warre and rebellion. This tumult and trouble in the common wealth of this Realme sore vexed and troubled many, but in especial y nobilitie muche lamented and pitied the state of the comti,inaltie which with all diligence rode betwene the kyng the Erie and the Duke to reconcile the eche to other, and to coclude a perfect peace & amitie, requiring them rather more to remeber the benefites, that euerye of the haue receyued of other, then to set forth the vngratitude or iniury, whiche one hath done to the other, which is rather the occasion of discord, then the meane to come to amitie. Further, they exhorted theym rather to deserue the loue of all men, by keping of peace & vnitie, then by fightinge and intestine warre to destroy the Realme, and wynne the hatred and malice of all the nacion: for as he is vnkynd and vnnaturrtll, that will not cherishe hys natural parentes and procreators, much more vnnatural and wicked are they, which will suffer their nutyue coutrey, beyng their common father and mother, by their contencion & stryfe to be brought to decay and vtter perdicion The
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. II IJ. . 277 The aucthoritie first of the nobilitie of the Realme, and secondarily their charitable mocion,_. so mitigated the myndes, bothe of the kyng, the Duke and the erle, that eche gaue fayth to other to go and come, sauely without ieopardy. In whiche promise, the Duke & Erie, hauing perfight trust and cofidece, came both to Lodon, accompanied with to smal a number of men, in comparison to the great dangier that they were in. And at Westmynster, the kyng, the Duke and the Erie had a longe communicacion together, for some end to be taken or made betwene them: But. they fell at such great wordes with such exprobracions, and opening: either of olde benefites shewed or of olde ingratitudes receiued, that in a great furye, without any coclusion they departed, the kyng to Canterbury, and the Duke and the Erie to Warwycke, where the Erie of Warwycke prepared a new host to ryse in Lincolnshire, and made there of capitayn syr Robert Welles, sonne to Rychard lord Welles, an experte man in armes and very pollitique in warre. These newes sodaynly brought to the kynge, did not a littell vexe & tykil hym, because he euer feruetly hoped, that his aduersaries wolde rather come to some honest condicios of c5corde, then so temerariously and so sodaynly renouate the warre. And the more rumor y was sprede (contrary to his expectacion) of this new begonne battayll, the soner he gathered together an host for the insistence of thesame, and out of hand he sent to Rychard lord Welles, willing him vpon the sight of his letters with all hast to repayre vntohyrn, which oftentymes he had excused by syckenes and debilitie of his body. But when that excise serued not, he thynkyng to purge him selfe sufficiently before the kynges presence, toke with hym syr Thomas Dyrnocke, which had maried his syster, and so together came to Londo. When he was ronie vp, his fredes certefied hym that the kynge was with hym not a littel displeased, but highly discontented. Whertore forverye feare, he with his brother in law toke the sentuarie at Westmynster, entendynge there to abyde tyll the princes Ire were somewhat asswaged and mitigate. King Edward which thought to pacific all thys besy tumulte, withoute anye farther bloudshed, pi omisyng both those persons their pardons, caused theim vpon hys promise to come out of Sentuary to hys presence, and callyng to hym the lorde Welles, willed hym to write to sir Robert hys sonne to leaue of the warre, and not to take the Erles parte. And in the meane season, he with hys army went forward towarde his enemyes, hauynge with hym llie lorde Welles, and syr 'I homas Dymocke, and beynge not past two dayes iorney from Staford, where hys enemies had pitched their felde, had perryt knowlege that syr Robert Welles nothyng moued with hys fathers letters, styl kept his campe, abyding the kyng and his power. The kynge hauyng hygh indignacion at hys presumpcion and mynded to be reuenged in parte, cotrary to his faith and promise caused the lord Welles, father to the saide syr Robert and syr Thomas Dymocke to be behedded there, to the terrible example of other, which slial put their confidece in the promise of a prince. Whe syr Robert Welles hard that the kyng drew nere, and that hys father & syr Thomas Dymocke ware behedded, he stode firste in a greate perplexitie, studyeng whither he should gyue battail or no, because it was both perilous and doughtfull to fight with so great an arrnye, before the erle of Warwycke with hys power were assembled, but yet hauyng a yonge and a lusty courage, and with manly boldnes stimulate, and pricked forward, he set on hys enemyes. The battayle was sore fought on bothe partes, & many a man slayne And in conclusion, whyle syr Robert was exhortyng and prouokynge hys men to tary, which were in manerdisconfit, and redy to flye, he was enuyroned and beset aboute with his enemyes, and so was taken, and with hym syr Thomas Delaund knyght and many mo. After hys takyng, the Lyncolnshyre men amased, threw away their coates, the lighter to runneaway, and ded, and therfore thys battayl is yet there called Losecote felde. The kyng, glad of this victory, commaunded out of hand syr Robert Welles and diuers other, to be put to execucio in thesame place. The fame was, that at thys battayll were slayne. x. M. men at the least. The erle of Warwycke lay at this tyme at his Castell of Warwycke, and was cominge with a hougehost the nexte day towarde his armye in Lyncolneshyre, but when he hard saye that they had foughte soner then he thought either they could or woulde, and that hys partye was ouerthrcuen
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    278 THE. IX. YERE OF pucrthrowen and vanquislicd : Although he might now be discoraged yet he thought it necessary to dissimule the cace, because oftentymes in battayles, vain thinges be regarded before trew, and t'tf ti.-entet to comfort certayn of his company (beyngin dispayre, and redy to flee) both in woordeand dede, he conscribed and prepared a new host, and with all the studye and industrye, that he coulde practise or vse, he imagened how to compasse Thomas lord Stanley, which had maried hys syster, that he might be one of the confederacy, and coniuracionVwhyche thynge when he coulde not bryng to passe for the lord Stanley hadde aunswered him plainly that he woulde neuer make warre against klg Edwarde,,he thought to spende no lender tyine in watse, and mistrustyng that he was not able to mete with hys enemyes, he with the^Duke of Clarence his sonne in lawe, departed to Exceter, and there taryenge a few daves, and perceyuynge that all thynges lacked whichewere apt and necessary for the warre, determined to sayle to kyng Leys" the French kyng, to renew the familier acquayntaunce, whiche he had with him when he was there of Ambassade, for the mariage of kynge Edward as you haue hard, hauyng a sure cofidence and hope, either to haue a great ayde of the French king, or els to incense hytn earnestly to make battayll agaynst kyng Edward. And restyng vpon this opinion, they hyredshippes at Dartmouth in Deuonshyre, well armed, and at all poyntes trymmed and decked. And when wynde arid wether serued theyrn, the Duke and the Erie with their wyues and a great numberof Seruauntes, plucked vp the sayles, & toke their way fyrst toward Caleys where the erle of Warwycke was chefe capitayn, and thought there to "haue left hys wyfe and doughters, tyll he had returned out of Fraunce. THE. IX. YERE. The.ix. WHen the erle of Warwicke thus fled out of England, the yere of our Lorde was iust. 1470. and the yere of King Edwardes reigne was then. ix. This sodain departyng of kyng Edwardes aducrsaries, did not onely vexe and bite hym at the very stomacke, but also did stimulat and quicken hym to loke the more diligently to his affaires, and busines, and especially, because that the absence of the erle of Warwicke, made the common people daily more and more, to long and bee desirous to haue the sight of him, and presently to behold his personage. For they Judged that the Sunne was clerely taken from the worlde, when he was absent : In such high estimacio emongest the people, was his name that neither no one manne, thei had in so muche honor, neither no one persone, thei so much praised, or to the Cloudcs so highly extolled. What shall I saie? His onelv name sounded, in euery song, in the mouthe of the common people, and his persone "was" represented \\ith greate reuerence, when publique plaies, or open triumphes should bee shewed, or set furthe abrade in the stretcs: which hartie fauor, was the apparant occasion why his faccion and compaiguie, within a fewe daycs, merueilously increased and augmented. For thi; whiche cause, the kyng was vexed with a double mischief, for he doubted muche, whom lie should moste feare of twoo, either the familier enemies abidyng at home, or the extrauagant fooes, lyngeryng beyond the sea: But chiefly he prouided, Hut very slackly, lo withstande the erle of Warwickes landyng. And first he wrote to Charles duke of Burgoyn, •whiche had maried the lady Margaret his snster, to helpe that therle nor his coinpaienie, should haue neither aide nor refuge, in any part of his, nor his frccles territories or dominions. Those ticlynges were ioyfull to the duke of Burgoyne, as to hym whiche (accordyng to the olde prouerbe) hated the erle of Warwycke, worse then the curre dogge, or serpent: partly, because he was the oucrthrower and confounder, of the house of Lancastre, of the which, the erle was linially discended by the duches his mother, partly because therle had suche'high oftices, and was so renounced in Englande, that kyng Edward the dukes brother in lawe, might not do liberally all thynges in his realme, as he hymself would (whiche the duke estemed to be a greate bondage.) And partly, because the erle with stoode with all ins power and might, the conclusion of the manage, betwene the kyn^es suster and thesaid duke. But the chief rancor was, because the erle of Warwicke, fauored the Frenche kyn«r whom the duke loued not, for at his last beeyng in Fraunce, he promised the Frenche kyng, to
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 279 to be frende to his frendes, and vtter enetnie to his fooes and aduersarics. This roted hatered, and cankarde malice, whiche the Duke bare to the Erie, caused him to attempte mo displeasures, and to inuent mo rnischiefes against therle, then either kyng Edward could irnagyn, or was of the Duke required as you shall plainly perceiue, by the sequele of this historic. Now let vs speake of the erle of Warwickes doynges, whiche muste nedes play a pagiaunt in this enterlude, or els the plai wer at apoynt. The erle as you haue hard before, sailed from Dartmouth toward Caleis, where he was capitain generall, and with a prosperous wind came before the tonne, in whiche fortresse was deputie for the erle, the Lorde Vavvclere a Gascoyne, beside diuerse of therle of Warwickes seruauntes, whiche bare great offices and authorities in the toune. This Vawclere, whether he did it by dissimulacion, or bearyug his good mynde to.kyng Edward, (as by the sequele hereof, I doubt whether he did or no) Instede of receiuyng of his master with triutnphe, he bent and discharged against hym, diuerse peces of ordinaunce, sendyng him worde, that he should there take no land. This uauie liyng thus before Caleis at ancre, the duches of Clarence, was there deliuered of a TH« duchcs faire sonne, whiche child, therles deputie vnneth would suffre to be christened within y toune, °f ciaiece . . . ,, ,. . . . J dehuered of nor without great mtreaty, would permit twootlagons or wine to bee conueighed aborde, to asoonne the ladies liyng in the hauen. This was a greate rigor and extremitie, for the seruaunt to j^™^5"' vse against the Master, or the inferior to vse against the superior, wherefore the erle hoped, toune of and nothyng lesse mistrusted, then to be assured and purueyed in that place, whiche is the Caleis> greatest treasure, that belongeth to Englande, and the fairest capitainship of the worlde, at the least in Christendom. But he was fain to kepe the seas without comfort or aide, of any of his seruauntes. The kyng of Englande was quickely aduertised, of the refusall that Mosire de Vawclere, made to his capitain therle of Warwicke, whiche manful doyng so muche pleased the kyng, that incdtinent he made hym chief capitain of the tonne of Caleis, by his letters patentes, whiche he sent to him out of hand, and therof discharged clerely therle as a traitor and a rebell. Duke Charles of Burgoyn, liyng at sent Homers (which would nedes haue an ower in the erle of Warwickes boate) beyng aduertised also, of Monsire de Vawcleres refusall made of his Master, sent hyrn his trustie seruaunt, Philip de Commines (whiche wrote al these doynges in a Chronicle) and gaue to hyrn yerelya thousand crounes in pencion, (a small reward God wotte, for so high a seruice, as vntruly to kepe his Master from his office) praiyngand requiryng hym, to continue in truth and hdelitie, toward kyng Edward, as he had shewed and begonne. The messenger founde hym so towarde and of suche con'formitie, that he was content to sweare in his presence, truly to take kyng Edwardes part against all men, and onely to his vse to kepe and defend the strong toune of Caleis. But the saied Phillip de Commines sore mistrusted Monsire de Vawclere, because he sent worde to the erle of Warwicke priuily, liyng at whitsandbay, that if he landed he should be taken and lost: for al England, (as he said) toke part against hym, the duke of Burgoin and all ttiinhabitantes of the toune wer his enemies, the Lorde Duras the kynges Marshall, and all the retinue of the garrison wer his aduersaries: so that fora finall conclusion, his onely sauegarde and comforte, were to withdrawe hym and his comnaignie into Frannce, where he knewe he should bee highly receiued and better welcomed, & as for the toune of Calice, he should take no thought, for thesaid Monsire de Vawclere, promised thereof to make hym a good reconyng, when tyme and opportunitie should serue. This counsaiil was- profitable to the erle of Warwicke, but not to the kyng of England, and lesse pleasant to the duke of Burgoyn: which princes might very well think bothe the office of the Capitainship of Caleis, and the pecion of the. M. crounes (if it wer paied) on suche a depe dissimule; , to be euill employed. The erle of Warwicke, as he was bothe before his departure out of Englande determined, and also now by Monsire de Vawclere, newly counsailed and aduised, with his nauie sailed toward Normandy, and in the meane waie, robbed, spoyled, and tooke many riche shippes, of the Duke of Burgoyns countreys (whiche sore rietteled the duke and caused hyrn to prepare
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    280 THE. IX. YERE OF pare a strong and a greate armie on the sea, to take therle prisoner, as he returned homeward) &at the last with all his nauieand spoyle, he tooke lande at Depe in Normandy, where the gouernor of the countrey for the Frenche kyng, frendely welcomed hym, and louyngly hym entertained, certifiyng king Lewes of his landing and arriuall. Kyng Lewes a great ceason before, had so muche merueiled at the publique fame and common renoume, of the noble actes and high prowes, of the Erie of Warwike, that he thought nothyng might more pleasauntly happe, or chaunce towarde hym, then to haue a cause or occasion to him ministered, whereby he might do the Erie some profile or pleasure. Which long lust accordyng to his desire, was now likely to take effecte, to hiscontentacion, and the erles greate commodity : wherefore beyng ioyous of his landyng in France, he sent vnto hym certain Princes which declared to hym on the kynges behalf, that as the kyng had long time sought waies and meanes, how to do him pleasure, aid and comfort : So seyng that now the tyme was come, that the Erie had necessitie of all those thynges, he assured him that he would neither forget him, nor yet desist to do for him any thing, which might be ebnsonaunt to his louing request, or frendly desire: requiryng him with the duke his sonne in law, to take pein to come to his castle of Amboys, set on the Riuer of Leyre: affirming y thei should neither lose their labor, nor thynk their iorney to haue euil successe in the conclusion. When Duke Charles knew that therle was landed in Normandie, he sent in all hast a Poste to King Lewes, with whom he was then ioyned in a league, requiryng hym neither to help with men nor money, the erle of Warwicke, nor the Duke of Clarece, open enemies to kyng Edwarde, his felowe, frende, and brother in lawe, and his perpetual 1 alye and trustie confederate, adding therto sharp woordes, and minatorie saiynges, if he would in any case, be to them a refuge or succor. The Frenche king did not onely contempne his proude wordes, and laughed at his manacyng, and bolde braggyng, but soberly answered, that without enfringyng of any league or treatie, he lawfully might & would helpe his frendes, and in especiall suche, whiche by their desertes, bee aboue other renoumed and extolled: Of whiche nombre, he affirmed therle of Warwicke to be one, whiche thyngif he did, he saied : it should be neither cost, charge, nor burthen to the Duke of one blancke, nor put hym to the pein of a moment of an houre. When the duke had certefied the kyng of Englande of this answer, he was sodainly in a dompe, and began seriously to immagyne, who were his frendes, and who were his foes, and apprehended some, whom he thought gyltie, began with them to question, who were frendes to his enemies: and of their coniuracion (whiche was the occasion that many fearing themselfes, fled vnto Sanctuary) and many trustyng the kynges pardon, submitted and yelded themself to the Kynges clemencie. Emongest whom, Ihon Marques Montacute, humbly yelded hymself, and vowed to bee euer true to the kyng (as he had doen before tyme) whom he with muche humanitie and faire woordes, did receiue and intertain, to the intent to flecte and allure the hartes of other men, to ioyne and knit with him, against all hostilitie and vtter enemies. While these thynges were thus treated in Englande, therle of Warwicke and the Duke of Clarence, rode with greate pompe toward Amboyse, where the Frenche kyng laie, and by the way the people gathered and in greate nombre flocked, to se and beholde with their iyes, the persone and visage of hym, of whose valiant actes and wonderfull dooynges, their eares haue many tymes been fulfilled and replenished. Who he came to the kynges presence, he was with all kyndes of curtesie and humanitie receiued and welcomed: To whom by long tracte of tyme, he declared the causes & consideracions, of his commyng into Fraunce. Kyng Lewes aswell hauyng nowe deleclacion, with the presence of his frende as he was accustomed to reioyse and be ioyous, when he harde either laude or praise of him in his absence: promised hym his power, his riches, and all thynges that he might or could doo, to belpe hym in his trouble, and to refreshe hym in hit aduersitie. When 4
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 231 When Quene Margarete, whiche soiorned with Duke Reyner her father, called kyng of Sicile, &c. Harde tell that the erle of Warwicke and the Duke of Clarence, had abandoned Englande, and wer come to the Frenche Courte: hopyng of newe comfort, with all diligence came to Amboyse, with her onely son Prince Edward. And with her came lasper erle of Penbroke, and Ihon erle of Oxenford, whiche after diuerse long imprisonrnentes lately escaped, fled out of Englande into Eraunce and came by fortune to this assemble. After that thei had long comoned, and debated diuerse matters, coticernyng their suretie and wealthe, they determined by meane of the Frenche kyng. to conclude a league and a treatie betwcne them: And first to begin with all, for the more .sure foundacion of the newe amitie, Edward Prince of Wales, wedded Anne second daughter to therle of Warwicke, which Lady came with her mother into Fraunce. This manage seined very straun«e to wise men, consideryng that the erle of Warwicke, had first disherited the father, and then to cause his sonne, to mary with one of his daughters, whose suster the duke of Clarence before had maried, whiche was euer extreme enemie to the house of Lancaster: whcrevpon they diuined that the mariage of the Prince, should euer be a blot in the dukes iye, or the mariage of the Duke, a mole in the iye of the Prince, eche of them lokyn
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    g82 THE. IX. YERE OF and wether. The Erie of Warwicke receiued letters out of Englande, that men so muche daily and hourely, desired and wished so sore his arriual and returne, that almoste all men were in harnesse, lokyng for his landyng : wherefore he was required to nmke hast, yea, hast more then hast, although he brought no succor with hym. For he was farther assured, that assone as he had once^ taken lande, there should mete hym many thousandes (as after it proued in deede) to do hym what seruice or pleasure, thei could or might: all this was the offer of the comon people. Beside this diuerse noble men wrote, to helpe hym with me, harnesse, money, and all thynges necessary for the warre: beside their awne persones, whom thei promised to aduenture in his querell. When therle had receiued these letters, he not a litle regardyng suclic an offer, and somanygreate benefites to hym, euen athande apparauntly proffered, fully determined with the duke, and the erles of Oxenford and Penbroke (because Quene Margaret and her sonne, were not fully yet furnished for suche a iorney) to go before with part of tlie nauie, and part of tharmie, and to attempt the firste brunte of fortune and chaunce, whiche if it well succeded, then should Quene Margarete and her soonne, with the residue of the nauie and people followe into Englande, The erle of Warwick thinking this weighty matter, not worthy to be lingered, but to be accelerate with al diligence possible, takyng his leue of the Freche kyng Lewes, geuyng him no small thanks, bothe on the behalfe of kyng Henry, and also for his awne parte, and so beyng dismissed; came where his nauie laie at Anker, commaundyng his rnen to go on ship bord, niyndyn^ to take his course toward Englande. The Duke of Burgoyn whiche was not content, that therle of Warwicke and his compaignie, was succored and aided of the French kyng against his brother in lawe kyn
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 283 he toke his way toward London, where he Judged and faythfully beleued, to fynde more open frendes then priuie enemies, or cancard hai tes. When kyng Edward knew of the Erles landynge, and of the great repayra of people, that to him incessantly without intermission dyd resorte, he then began to thynke on his busines, and studied how to fynd a remedy for a mischief, (but this was to late) And first he wrote to the Duke of Burgoyne, requyring hynv to haue a vigilant eye to the sea, and so to se the stremeskept and scoured with his nauie, that the Erie neither should nor might returne agayn into Fraunce, if he shoulde be agayne propulsed out of the Realme. And as for the doynges in Englande he bad let hym alone, for he was both of puissance and abilitie, sufficient to ouercome and defende all his enemies and rebelles, within his awne Realme and countrey. This saiyng littel or nothing pleased the duke of Burgoynes messengers, for they thought that it had bene muche more profitable to kyng Edward, to haue circumspectly forsene afore, and prouided to stoppe his landyng, then now sodaynly to abide the fortune of battayle, which is euer dubious and vncertayne. Kynge Edward accompanyed with the duke of Glocester his brother, the lord Hastynges his Chamberleyn, which had maried the Erles sister, & yet was euer trew to the kyng his Master, and the lord Scales brother to the Quene, sent out curriers to al his trustye frendes, for the fornyture of able persons, mete for the warre and conueniente for the defence of his awne royall person, entending if he might by any pollicie or subtill engyn to circuuent or trappe the erle of Warwycke, knowing perfidy that if he had once mastred the chief belwether, the flocke wolde sone be dispercled. Of them that were sent for, fewe in effect came, and yet more came then were willyng, and more came willingly then were betrusted, some came for feare, and some muche doughted to come, but the greatest heddes wynked and sayd they could not, but they ment they would not come. Kyng Edward beyng in this perplexitie, and in diffidence of reysyng any army, with such trusty frendes as he had departed, into Lyncolnshyre, consulting. what was best to be done, but sodainly or he was fully determined on any certayn purpose, newes were brought to hym, that all the Townes and all the countrey adiacent was in a great rore, and made fiers and sang songes, cryeng kynge Henry, kyng Henry, a Warwycke a Warwycke. King Edward was much abashed with these new tidynges, and more and more, his especjals and explorators declared and acc5pted to hym, that all the Realme was vp, and by open Proclamacion comaunded to make warre agaynst him, as enemy to kynge Henry and the Realme, wherfore his nere frendes aduised and admonished him to flye oner the sea to the duke of Burgoyne, hys brother in lawe, there to tary tyll God and fortune should sende him better luck and chaunce, he beyng somwhat ruled by this consayll, but much more quickened by hauyng knowledge, that some of the erles of Warwyckes power was within a halfe dayes iorney, and lesse of his tayle, with all hast possible passed the wasshes (in greater ieopardye then it besemed a Prince to be in) & came to the towne of Lynne, where he founde an English shyp &. ii- Hulkes of Hollad redy (as fortune wolde) to make sayle and take their iorney, wherupon he beyng in a maruelous agonye and doughtyng the mutabilite of the Townes men, takyng no farther leysure for his sure succor & sauegard, with his brother the duke of Glocester, the lord Scales, £ diuers other his trusty frendes entered into the ship, without bagge or bagage, without clothe sacke, or male, and perchaunce with a great purse, & littel treasure, for he nor his had no leyser to prouyde, according to their degrees & estates. The lord Chamberlayne taryed a while after exhortyng all his acquayntance, that of necessitie should tarye behynde, to shew them self openly as fredes, to the parte aduerse for their awne sauegard, but hartely requiryng them priuelie to co ti new in their hartes trew to kyng Edward, & frendly to him & his: this persuasion declared he entered, the ship with the other, which were redy to depart. This was in the yere of our lordes blessed incarnacion. M. v. C. Ixx. & in the. ix. yere of kynge Edward: When he with one smal ship of hys awn, &. ii. Hulkes, &. vii. or. viii. C. persones, with him hauyng no rayment, but apparel for warre, & smal store of money, sailed toward O Q a Holland.
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    38* THE. IX. YERE OF Holland. At which tyme the Easterlynges were mortal enemyes, aswell to the Englishmen as to the Frenche nacion, & had dooe| last yeres past much, prejudice & domage to the Englishe marchantes, both in takyng and spoylyng of shyppes. And as tlie kyng with sayle and ower was .inakynge his course as fast as could be possible, the Easterlynges, whiche had many shippes of warre on the sea, hym espied (accordyng to the oldc prouerbe) one yll commeth ncuer alone, and with. vii. or. viii. gal lam shyppes, began to chace the kyng & his copany. The kynges shyp was good with sayle, & so much gat of the Easterlinges, that she came on the coast of Holland, and so discended lower, before a towne in Holland, called Alqnemare, and there cast Ancker as nere the towns as was possible, because they could not enter the Hauen at an ebbyng water. The Easterlyn^es also approched the Englishe shippe as nere as their great shyppes conldc come at the°lowe water, enteriding at 'the fludde to haue obteyned their pray, and so they were likely to do, if Monsieur de Gronture, gouernour for duke Charles in Holland had not at that "season hene personally present in those parties. O what a miserable chaunce & straiige lucke was this to happen so sodaynly to a kyng, and in especial to such a kyng, as hy his owne valyantnesse & prowes had ouercome his foes, & destroyed his enemyes in more then. v. or. vi. great & mortal battayles. First to be persecuted, exiled, & expulsed hys awne Realme & kyngdom, by hys avvne seruantes, subiectes and kynsmen. Secondarely, beyng destitute of all helpe and consolacion, flyeng to his onely frencle & brother in law duke Charles, for refuge and comfort, to be chased on the sea by hys mortall enemyes and deadly foes. & lyke to be taken prisoner, and brought into captiuitie, which thyng, if it had happened (as God woulde that it should not) he had lyen long vnraunsoned (kyng Henry beyng restored to hys pristinate estate and dignitie royall) or els he had dyed prisoner in greate \\retchednes & misery. These soure sauces Ire tasted as a penaunce for his wanton iiuyng, & negligent ouerseyng of thinges that he mighte well haue forsene & preuented, but his mynd was so geuen to pastyrne, clalvaunce, & sensuall pleasure, that he forgat the olde adage, saynge, in tyme of peace prouyde for warre, & in y time of warre prouide for peace which thing if he either had well remebred, or politiquely prouided for he had not bene chaced & expulsed his Realme within, xi. dayes as he was in dede. The onely excuse of his foly is to say, that he so much trusted fortunes flatteryng, that he thought neuer to see her chaunge, nor yet to haue at dyce any yll chaunce, or at chestes any checke mate. Kyng Edward thus lyeng at Ancker in great fcare of the Easterlinges, was by good chaunce cofprted, £ of his great perplexite releued, or he wist how, for thesame tyme laye in the towne of Alquemare the lord Gronture, chief gouernour of Hollande, for duke Charles of Borgoyne, which beyng incontinent aduertised of the kynges arryuall, it also of the great Jeopardy that he was in, prohibited firste the Easterlinges in no wyse on payne of death, to intermit or medle with any Englishuie which were both the dukes frendes & alies: which cominaundement so vexed and troubled the Easterlinges, makyng sure reconynge to haue had for their pray & pryse, a Kyng, a Duke, diuers Barons & ryche gt-telinen, that they cryed out of God, rayled & cursed the duke it hys officer, and in a rage, halsed vp theyr sailes, & without any more expectacio of good lucke, departed home to their countray. The lorde Gronture came a borde y shyppe, where kyng Edward was, & hym honorably saluted & requyred him to come to hid, offering hi his seruice with al pleasures that he coulde do or imagine to be done. The kynge hym hartely thanked, & was wel reuiued & coforted with his worcles, & so he with al hys company were set on land, & wel refreshed. The lord Gronture, lyke a noble man, cosidering in what poore, estate & necessitie the king it his people were in, ministred to them habund.intly all thinges conuenicnt & necessary, according to euery mans estate and degree, at the dukes charge & cost. And after they had bene wel refreshed & newly appareyled, he conduyted them to the Hage, a ryche towne in Holland, where they arryued on the churche holy daye, not longe after Mychelmas. The lord Grouture, of all this aduenture wrote to the duke hys master,
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 285 master, which there at, was at the fyrst so abasshed & amased to se y erle of Warwyke, whome he hated more then a Cocodrylle, to haue the vpperhande of hys brother, that he had rather haue harde of kynge Edwardes death, then of hys discomfiture, & especially by the erle of Warwycke, whom he more feared & disdayned, then any one man liuynge, yet he willed the lord Gronture to se hym & hys company, well enterteyned at the Ilage, tyll he sent for them. Now let all Englishmen consider (as before is rehersed) what profyt, what commoditie, & what helpe in distresse, the mariage of the lady Margarete, kyng Edwardes syster to the duke Charles, did to hym in hys extreme necessitie : & but by that meane vncuruble extremitie, for his alyes & coferates in Castell & Arragon, were to farre from hym, either spedely to %e to, or shonly to come fro with any aydeor armye. The French kyng was his extreme enemye, and freude to kynge Henry, for whose cause in tiie kyng of Scottes (for all the ledge betwene them) he did put littell confidence & lease truste. The ttedes & all Eastland nere with him at open warre, & yet by thys mariage, God prouided hym a place to flye to, both I or refuse & for releuc. When the fame was spred of kynge Edwardes flyenge, innumerable people resorted to the erle of Warwycke to tike his parte, but all kyng Edwardes trusty frendes went to diuers sentuaries, dayly loking, & howerly harkening, to hear of his health, & prosperous retorne who afterward serued hym manfully & truly. Emongest other, Quene Elizabeth his wyfe, all moste desperate of all comfort, toke sentuarye at Westmynster, & their in great pennrie forsake of all her frendes, was deliuered of a fayre sonne called Edwarde, Kynge Edwhich was with small pope like a pore mans child Christened £ Baptised, the Godfathers ^ornetn ' v' being the Abbot & Pryor of Wesunynster, & the godmother the lady Scrope. sanctuary. The Kentyshmen thys season, whose wyttes be euer mouable at the chaunge of Prynces came to the subberbes of London, & spoyled houses, robbed berehouses, & by the eounsayll of syr Geffray Gates, £ other senluary men, they brake vp the kynges Itenche, & deliuered prisoners which fell at Radclefe, Lymeliouse, & sainct Katherynes to burnynge of houses, slaughter of people, & rauishyng of women : which small sparcle had growen to a greater flame, if the erle of Warwycke with a greate power had not sodaynly quenched it, £ punished the offendors : whiche benefite by him done, caused hym much more to be praysed & accepted emonges the commons then he was before. When he had sctteled & put an order in all thinges, according as he thought most conucnient, Vpo the. xii. daye of October he rode to the towre of London, whiche was to him \vithoutresistencedeliuered, there toke kyng Henry the vi. out of the warde, where he before was kept, £ was brought to the kings lodging £ there perued, according to his degre. And the. xxv. daye of tke sayd moneth, the duke of Clarence accompanied with the erles of Warwycke, Shrewsbury, £ the lord Stanley, £ other lordes & Gentelmen, some for feare, & some for loue, and some onely to ga^e at the waueryng world, resorted with a greate company to the towre of London, £ from thence with great pompe broughte kynge Henry the. vi. appareled in a longe gowne of blew veiuet, through the high streatcs of London, to the cathedral church of sainct Paule, the people on the right hand and on the left hand, reioysing £ cryeng God sane the Kynge, as though all thyog had succeded as they would haue it,' and when he had offered as kyngea vse to do, he was conneyed to the palleys of the bishop of London, and there kept hys housholde lyke a kynge. Kiiii- Henry the, vi. thus readepted (by the rneanes, oneiy of y erle of Warwycke) his croune & dignitie lloyall, in tlie yere of oure Lorde 1471. newly, after so many ouerthrow es beginnyuge to reygne, lykely within short space to fall agayn, & to taste more of k}Tg1y bis accustomed captiuitie £ vsuall misery. Tin's yll chauce & misfortune, by many mes "utcopinion happened to him, because he was a man of no great wit, such as men comonly call an Innocent .am, neither a fqole, neit.'u/r very wyse, whose study always was more to excel!, otfu;r n Godly liuynge £ vertuous example, then in worldly regiment, or temporall dominion, jij so much, that in coparisan to the, study £ delectation that he had to vertue 3 and
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    2S6 THE. IX. YERE OF and godlines, he littel regarded, but in manner despised al worldly power & temporal autboritie, which syldome folow or seke after such persons, as fro them flye or disdayne to take them. But his enemies ascribed all this to hys coward stommack, afFerming that he was a man apt to no purpose, nor mete for any enterprise, were it neuer so small: But who so euer dispiseth or dispraiseth, that which the comon people allow and marueyll at, is often taken of them fora mad & vndiscrete person, but notwithstandyng the vulgare opinio, he that foloweth, loueth and embraseth the contrary, doth proue bothe sad and wyse (verifieng Salomons prouerbe) the wisedom of this world, is folishenes before God. Other there be that ascribe his infortunitie, onely to the stroke & punishment of God, afterming that the kyngdome, whiche Henry the. iiii. hys grandfather wrongfully gat, and vniustly possessed agaynst kyng Rychard the. ii. & his heyres could not by very diuyne iustice, looge contynew in that injurious stocke: And that therfore God by his diuine prouidence, punished the offence of the grandfather, in the sonnes sonne. When kyng Henry had thus obteined agayn, the possession & dominion of the Realme, he called his high court of Parliament to begin f xxvi. day of Nouember at Westminster, in the which kyng Edwarde was declared a traytor to his coutrey, & vsurpor of y Realme, because he had vniustly taken on him, the Croune & Scepter, & all his goodes were cofiscate & adiudged, forfayted: & lyke sentence was geuen agaynst all his partakers & fredes. And beside this, it was there enacted that extreme punishment should be done without delay ouer suche persons, as for his cause were taken or apprehended, & were either in captiuitie, or went at large vpon trust of their suerties, emongest whom lord Ilion Typtoft, erle of Worcester lieuetenant, for king Edward in Ireland exercising there more extreme crueltie (as the fame wet) then princely pity, or charitable copassion & in especial on. ii. enfantes, being. sonnes to the erle of Desmod, was either for treason to him layed or malice agaynst hym conceyued, atteynted & behedded. Beside this, all estatutes made by king Edward, were clerely reuoked, abrogated, and made frustrate. The Crounes of the realmes of England & Frauce, was by y authoritie of thesame Parliament entayled to kyng Henry the. vi. and the heyres males of hys body lawfully begotten, & for default of suche heyre male of his body begotten, then $ sayd Crounes & dignities were entayled to George duke of Clarence, & to theyres males of hys bodye lawfully engendred, and farther the sayd Duke was by authoritie aforesayd enabled to be next heyre to hys father, Richard duke of Yorke, & to take by discent from him all hys landes, dignities & preheminences as though he had ben his eldest sonne & heyre, at the tyme of his death. lasper erle of Penbroke, and Ihon erle of Oxenford, and diuers other by kyng Edward attaynted, were restored to theyr olde names, possessions, and auncient dignities (kepe them euen as longe as they myght) Beside this, the erle of Warwycke as one to whome the comm5 welthe was much beholden, was made Ruler, & Gouernor of the Realme, with whom as felow and compaignion was associated, George duke of Clarence his sonne in law. So that by these meanes the whole estate, both of the realme, and the publique wealth of the same, wer newly altered and chaunged, yea, and in maner clerely transfigured and transmuted. To this Parliament came the lorde Marques Montacutc, excusyng himself that onely for feare of death, he declined to kyng Edwardes parte, whiche excuse was so accepted that he obteined his pardon, which, after was the destruccion, of him and his brother: For if he had manfully and appartly taken kyng Edwardes parte, surely he beyng an open enemie, had much lesse hurted, then beyng a fained, false and a coloured frende : for suche thynges as wee se before our iyes, we bee well ware of, and seldome thynges before k no wen, do vs any hurt or prejudice. Queue Margaret after that the erle of Warwicke was sailed into England, euer forcastyng and doubtyng, the chaunce that might happen, did neuer cease to praie to God, to sende victory to her frendes and confederates : whiche, when she knewe by her husbanded letters to bee obteigned, she with Prince Edwarde her sonne, and her trayne, entered their shippes, to take their voyage into Englande : but the Wynter was so sore, the wether so stormie,
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IlIJ. 287 stormie, and the wyndc so contrariant, that she was fain to take land again, and defer her iorney till another season. Her enemies saied, that it was Goddes iusle prouision, that she whiche had been the occasion of so many battailes, and of so muche manslaughter in Englande, should neuer returne thether again, to doo more mischief. Her frendes on the otherside, said, that she was kept awaie, and her iorney empeched by Sorcerers and Necromanciers : thus as niennes immaginacions rannc, their toungues clacked. In this season Jasper* erle of Penbroke, went into Wales, to visile his Countie of Penbroke, where he found lord Henry, sonne to his brother Edmond Erie of Richmond, hauyng not fully ten yeres of his age complete, whiche was kept in tnaner like a captiue: but well and honorably educated, and in all kynde of Ciuilitie brought vp, by the Lady Harbert, late wyfe to Willyam Erie of Penbroke, beheded at Banbery, as you before haue hard. This lorde Henry was he, that after king Richarde, brother to kyng Edwarde, was vanquished and ouerthrowen, obteined the Croune and regalitie of this Realme, whom wee ought to beleue, to be sent from God, and of hym onely to be prouided a kyng, for to extinguish bothe the faccions and partes, of kyng Henry the. vi. and of kyng Edwarde the. iiii. (whiche had altnoste brought the nobilitie of this real me, to a finall destruccion and an vtterdecaye) considerynge, that he once exalted to that dignitie, nothing more mynded, nor to any one thyng more his studie applied: This Henry was borne of Margaret, the onely doughter and heire, to Ihon the first Duke of Somerset, then not beyng fully of. xiiii. yeres of, age. The whiche Lady Margaret, although she were after conioyned in marmge, with Lorde Henry sonne to Humfrey duke of Buckyngharn, and after to Thomas Staley erle of Darby, bothe beyng lustie, and of age mete for generacio : yet afterward she brought furthe no more fruite, as though she had done her part sufficiently, for to haue borne one man: child, and thesame to be a kyng. lasper erle of Penbroke toke this child beyng his nephew out of the custodie of the Lady Harbert, and at his returne, he brought the childe to London, to kyng Henry the sixte, whom, when the kyng had a good space by himself, secretly beholden and marked, both his wit and his likely towardnes, he said to suche princes, as were then with hym: Lo, surely this is he, to whom both wee and our aduersaries leuyng THIS was the possession of all thynges, shall hereafter geue rome and place. So this holy man shewed before, the chaunce that should happen, that this erle Henry so ordained by God, should in tyme to come (as he did iadeede) haue and enioye the kyngdome, and the whole rule of. the realme. As I haue shewed to you before, what thynges wer done in Englilde after that kyng Henry had obteined the newe possession, of his old kyngdome, thy n kyng surely to haue possessed, and enioyed thesame lenger season then either he did, or could by his aduersaries, bee permitted or suffered to do: so must I of congruent necessitie declare vnto you, what- greate perplexitie, what sodain trouble, what multiplicitie of immaginacions, the landyng of kyn
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    THE. IX. YERE OF counsailer Philip de Commines, accompanied with two gentlemen to Caleis, which two gentleme fauoredmore the partie of Lancastre then of Yorke. J he lorde of Argeton met with the people of the countrey of Bullenois; fliyng from euery pane like wylde dere. For the erle of Warwicke, had now lately sent to Caleis, foure hudred archers on horsebacke whiche fora ied and spoyled all the countrey of Bullenoys. The dukes messengers, whiche had not sene so sodain mutacion of worldly thynges, durst not kepe on their iorney but thesame night taried at Turneham, and sent to Monsire de Vawclere for a sauecondnite, and also wrote to the Duke, of the feare that they were in. The Duke sent woorde to Philip de Commines, that he and his with all spede, should passe toward Caleis, and if they there wer taken, he would shortly for a raunsom, bye or redeme them again. For he passed litle, either of the pein of his serualit, or of his charge and expence, so that his purpose might be serued. When this woorde was brought to the messengers at Turnehan, at thesame time thei receiued a letter, from Monsire de Vawclere, with louyng wordes and gracious termes, declaryng that they might safely come, and frely departe^ as before they wer liberally accustomed : so that sir Phillip and his compaingnions came to Caleis, without any meting or solernpne entertainment contrary to tholde fashion that he had sene. Whe thei entered the toune they might perceiue euery man, did were therle of Warwickes badge, & on euery dore wer s-et white Crosses and ragged staues, with rimes and poyses, which purported the French kyng, and the erle of Warwicke wer al one. These thynges semed very straunge, and nothyng pleasaunt to the Burgonions. The lorde Vawclere sent for them to diner the next day, beyng wel accompaignied, & did were on his cappe, a white ragged staffe of gold enameled, and so did many other, and he that could haue it neither of gold nor of siluer, had it of silke or cloth. This badge was taken vp within one quarter of an houre, after the newes come but of England: suchc is the mutacion of the comon people, like a rede with euery wind is agitable £ flexible. While these Burgonios laie thus in Caleis thei hail Knowledge that therle of Warwicke had prepared. iiii.M. vahaunt men, to make frontier warre on the Dukes countreis, whereof by poste they certified the Duke, whiche so fumed, and smoked at the matter, that he wist neither well what to do, nor of whom to aske confortable or wholesome counsaill. For warre he was compelled to haue with the French kyng, which had taken from him certain tounes: and if he succoured king Edward, he was sure that with the Erie of Warwicke, he should haue no peace: and if he lefte kyng Edward his confederate and alie, in the tyine of his tiibulacion, disconsolate, and destitute of aid and succour, all the worlde of hym might speake shame, vnt'aithfuinesse and dishonor. When the duke had v-ell aduised this matter, he wrote to his messengers, that thei should require to haue the league made, betuene the two realmes, kept and obserued, \\ithdiuerse other priuie instruccions. Phillip de Comines, beyng wise and well learned, declared to the counsaill of Caleis, that the Duke his Master not a litle marueiled why the Englisliemen should ouer runne and destroye his Countreis, hauyng a league so sure, so strong, and with so many wordes of cfficacie enforced, lately made betwene the two countreis, their territories and dominions, atlermyng that the mutacion of the Prince, is no dissolucio of the league: For although the Princes be named, as chief contractors in euery treatieand arnitie concluded, yet the Countreis are bounden, and the subicctes shall make recompcnce, if any thymre bee altered wrongfully out of liis course, And the rather to obteiu their desire, thei caused all the tm rchauntes goodes of Englande, beyng in the Dukes Countreis, to be attached for the redresse of thespoyle that the English men had done in the Dukes Countrey. Whiche sore greued the Merchaun'tes and muche hindered their voyages: beside this, the Merchates of the Staple of Caleis, wrote to the king, and to the erle of Warwicke : how, if their Wolle and fell at Caleis, were not sold and vttered, as it was wont to he (the greatest part wherof, was bought by the Dnkes subiectes and vassals for redy money) the souldiers of the garrison, should lacke their \VJ»PS, the king should not be paied his custome, and the Merc-haunt in conclusion should stande in aduenture, bothe oflossepf stocke and credence. These perswasions mollified therle of Warwickes
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IITJ. 28.9 Warwickes mynde, and especially, because the kyng had no greate store of money, to fVrnishe Caleis with al, which store if he had had, surely the duke of Burgoyne for ail the league, had been a little disturbed, and greuously molested. But consideYyng that.sul ihings were riot correspondent at this time to therlcs appetite : he was content that it should be thus condescended and agreed, that the alyaunce made bctwene the liealme of Englan.de and the Dukes dominions, should still remain inuiolatedr sauyng in the slede of Edwaide, should bee put for the kyng, this name Henry. This conclusion thus brought to an cn.de, came (euen as a man would wishe) to passe, for the Duke of Burgoyns pur|x>se, for at this same tyme, the Frenche kyng had wonne from hym, the faire .toune of Amias, and sainct Quintines, so that if the Duke should haue had war both with France and England, he had been likely to haue been shortely a poorc Duke, and els vtterly vndoen and brought to destrnccion. And to pacify and please the Erie of Wanvicke, whom he neuer loued and lesse fauoured : he wrote louyngly to hym dcclaryng that as he was lineally descended, and naturally procreated, of the noble stocks and familie of Lancaster, by his grand mother, beyng daughter to the high and migbtic Prince Ihon ol' Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster: so was he by nature obliged, and by aliance enforsed to support, honor, maintein, and defend thesaid noble house and lignage, during his life, as euer he bath done, bolhe in worde and deede against all maner of persones and estates: furthermore promising to beare his good harte, louyng mind, arid frendly fanor, to kyng Henry the sixte and his sequele, before all other Princes and Potentates, with many other flatteryng termes, and glosyng wordes : which faire promises, I thynke neither the Dukehymself inwardly mynded, nor yet the erle outwardly beleued. Now to returne to kyng Edward, beyng in the duke of Burgoyns land, whiche, although he were out of his countrey, yet did he neuer dispaire, but had a ferme hope, to haue a mature and ready occasion to him geuen, how to obtein his kyngdome and dominion, and that in shorte space. For partly, he hoped of a greate helpe, of his brother in lawe the Duke of Burgoyn, and partly, he was daily solicited by the letters and messages of men of his faccion in Englande, to returne with all spede, promising him compaignie and comfoite. Many other there wer, whiche either for feare of the rigor of the law, which they had offended, or els disda'myng that the worlde was so altered : or els being brought in to kyng Edwardes fauor, had hope to exercise their poliyng romes, as they did before his fliyng out of England, daily came to him from England, and pronoked hym more and more, to take his iorney homward Kyng Edward in maner rauished with their golden promises, came to the Duke of Burgoyn, to the toune of Sent Poll, and there declared to hym what great intelligence he had in the realme of Englad, and what assured fredes he hail in thesame, requiryng hym to aide hym with spede as'his onely truste, and sole hope of relife was in him, beyng not onely his brother in law, but echo beyng compaignion of others order: for the kyng ware the golden Flees, and the duke ware the Gartier. The duke of Somerset which was cosin germain, remoued to the Duke of Burgoyn, and brought vp and had a pencion in the Dukes house. (For surely the Duke of Burgoin loued better the house of Lancastre, then the house of Yorke) sore labored to the contrary, atfirmin" tiiat it was bothe vngodly, vnprincely, and vanaturall, to exalte and set vp a straunaer hauyng no right, and to depose and depriue his natural! kynsman, hauyng a iusle title disc-ended to hym, from the kyng his father, & the kyng his grandfather, from his scepter and regalitie. Duke Charles was in a great perplexitie, not knowyng well what lo say, whether consanguinitie should preuaile more, or affmitie, or nature before fauor, not willyng if he might, to displease any of bothc the parties. But because the warre was ouerl at his very nose, with the French king: he concluded openly (but intending another thing secretly) to aide the duke of Somerset, and other that were with hym, takyng of them certain promises, for thynges to be done against the erle of Wanvicke: when they should espic their tyme, moste propice and convenient: The duke of. Somerset io.yous of these ucwes, saiied into Englande, and made report to Kyng Henry. Kyng Edward was present, P P and
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    290 THE. X. YERE OF and heard all this determinacion, whiche brought him into a great heauines, and a depe perplexitie: how beit, he was priaely aduertised by afrende, that these cloked dissimulacions, were only for this cause, that Duke Charles would in nowise, haue warre with both the realmes at once, and further, if thesaid duke were put to the worse, or vanquished by the French kyn», then he were not able, neither to aide, not to succor king Edward. Wherfore to blind with al the French kyng, whiche sore desired, that the duke might haue warre with England : for then he knewe'that his enterprise, were more then halfe gotten. The Duke declared openly that he would in nowise minister any succors to kyng Edward, streightly chargyng & commaudyng, vpon peyne of the harte, that no man should once passe the sea with hym, or in his armie. But all this proclamacion notwithstandyng when the duke saw that kyng Edward, vpo hope of his frendes, would nedes repaire into England again (he hauyng copassion of his vnfortunate chaunce) caused priuily to be deiiuered to iiim fiftie. M. Florence, of the crosse of sainct Andre we. and further caused foure greate shippes to be appoynted for him, in the hauen of Vere in Zciande, which is fre for al men tocorne to, and the Duke hi red farther for hym. xiiij. shippes of the Esterlynges, well appoynted, and for the more suretie, toke bonde of the to serue them truly, till he wetlanded in England, and. xv. daies after. Of which returning, the Esterlynges were glad, trustyng that by that*meane, ifheobteined again the possession of the realme, they shoud the soner come to a concord and a peace, and to the restitucion of their liberties and franchises, which they claimed to haue within England. The Duke of Burgoyn as men reported, cared not much on whose side the victory fell, sauyng for paimet of his money. For ho M-ould oft saie that he was frend to both paries and eche part was frendly to hym. THE. X. YERE. The. it. KYng Edwarde beeyng thus furnished, thought nothyng more pe'mfull & wretched, then the tariyng of one daie lenger, nor nothyng more to be desired, then with all celerite to saile toward his countrey : whervpon hauyng with hym onely. ii. M. men of warre, beside mariners in the spring of the yere. In the yere of our Lorde. 146*1. at thesame very season, waidtsttd t!iat t''e ^uke°f Burgoyn, went to fight with the French kyng at Amias. He sailed into "ng." " England, and carne on the cost of Yorke shire, to a place called Rauenspurr, and there settyng all his men on lande, he consulted with his Capitaines to knowe to what place, they should first for succor resort vnto: for he imagined that no waie could be for hyra sure, hauyng so small a company of souldiours. After long debatyng, it was concluded, that diuerse persones hauyng light horses, should fkoure the countrey on euery side, to se if by any perswasions, they might allure the hartes of the rusticall and vplandishe people, to take kyng Edwardes part' and to were harnes in his querel: which, with all diligence, folowed their comission. It semeth somewhat to leane to the truthe, that kyng Edward beyng a wise and a circuspecte Prince, would not haue been so foolishe hardy, as to enter Englande with a halfe a handfull of men of warre, excepte he had been sure of spedy succor, and faithfull frendship: in whiche argument is no double, but that the Duke of Clarence and he, were secretly agreed before, and that the Marques Montacute, had secretly procured his fauor, of which prinie signes and cloked workynges, open tokens, & manifest doynges, afterward appered. The light horsemen whiche were sent about, after they had felte the myndes and ententes, of the rude people (as much as they might) they returned to kyng Edward the nexte daie, makyng relacion that all the tounes round about, wer permanent and stiffe on the parte of kyn« Henrv, and could .not be remoued: and that it was but a folye farther to solicite or attempt them*, considerynge that when they were moued and exhorted too be trevv too kvnge Edwarde, not one man durste speke for fere of the Erie of Warwycke. Which aunswere, when kynge Edwarde had perfidy digested, of very necessitie he Jnged hys purpose: for where before his clayme was to be restored to the croune and kyngdome
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 291 kyngdome of England, nowe he caused it to be published that he only claymed the Ducliie of Yorke, to 5' entent that in requyryng nothyng, but that which was bothe trew and honest, he might obtayne the more f'auor of the common people. It was almost incredible to se v what effect this new imagination (all thoughe it were but fayned) sorted and toke immediatly vpon the fyrst opening (Such a power hath Justice euer emogest all men) whe it was blowen abrode that kyng Edwardes desyre was farther from nothyng, then from the couetyng or desyre of the kyngdome and rovall dominion, and that he no erthely promocion desyred before hys iust patrimony, and lyneall enheritance: All men moued with mercye and compassion, began out of hande either to fauor hym or els not to resist him, so that he mighte obteyne his duchye of Yorke, when he* had founde these meanes to pacific mens myndes, and to reconcile their hartes, he determined to take hys iorney toward Yorke, and so went to Beuerley. The erle of Warwycke which then lay in Warwykeshyre, beyng enformed that king Edward was landed, and govng toward Yorke, with all hast wrote to the marques Montacute hys brother, whiche had lyen at the castel of Pom fret all the laste wynter, with a great company ofSouklears, geuynge hym warnyng, and aduertesyng him in what pcrili their whole affayres stode in if their enemy should obtayne the possessio, or entre into the citie of Yorke, willyng and commaunding him to set on kyng Edward with all cxpedicion, & byd hym battayle, or els to kepe the passage, that he should passe no farther, tyll he hym self had gathered a greater host, which with all diligence, he was assemblynge to come ,and ioyne with hys brother the Marques. And because that the erle knew not by what way hys enemies wolde lake their iorney, he wrote to all the townes of Yorkeshyre, and to the citie also, commaundyng all men on the kynges behalfe to be rcdy in harnes, and to shutte their gates against the kynges enemyes. Kyng Edward without any wordes spoken to him, came peaceably nere to Yorke, of whose comynge, when the citezens were certeiied, without delay they armed them selfe, and came to defend the gates sendyng to hym two of the chiefest Aldermen of the dtie, whiche ernestly admonished hym on their behalfe to come not one foote nerar, nor temerarionsly to enter in to so great a ieopardy, considering that they were fully determined, and bent to cdpel hym to retract with det of swourd, kyng Edward markyng well their message, was notalittell trobled and vnquieted in hys mynde, and driuen to seke the furthest poynt of hys wit, for he had both two mischieuous and perilous chaunces, euen before his eyes, which were hard to be euaded or refelled, one was if he should go backe agayn, he feared lest the rurall and commen people for coueteousues of pray, and spoyle, would fall on hym, as one that fled away forfeare & dreade. The other was, if he shoulde precede any farther in hys iorney, then myght thecitiezens of Yorke issue out with all their power, and sodaynly circuuent hym and take hym, wlierfore he determined to set forward, neither with army nor with weapon : but with lowly wordes, and gentel entreatynges, requyryng most hartely the messengers that were sent, to declare to y citizens, that lie came neither to demaunde the realme of Englande, nor the superioritie of the same, but onely the duchie of Yorke his olde enheritance, the which duchie, if he might by their meanes readept and recouer he woulde neuer passe out of hys mernorie so great a benefite, and so freiully a gratuitie to hym exhibited. And so with fayre w ordes and flatterynge speche he dismissed the me.iscngers, and with good spede he and his folowed so quickly after that they were almost at y gates as sone as the Ambassadors. The citezens heryng his good aunswere, that he incut, nor entended nothynge preiudiciall to kynge Henry, nor his rovall authoritie, were much mitigated & cooled, & began to commen with hym from their walles, willyng him to conuey hym selfe in to some other place without delay, which if he did they assured hym y he should haue neither hurte nor damage, but he gently speakyng to all men, and especially to suche as were aldermen whome he called worshipful!, and by their proper names them saluted, after many fayre promises to them made, exhorted and desyred them that by their fauorable frendshyp, & frendly permissio he might enter in to his awne towiie, of the which he had both his name and title. Al the whole daye was consumed in doutmll communicacion and ern estinterlocution. The 
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    Sg2 THE. X. YEREOF of hv< lar-re promises, fell to this pact & conuecion, that if kyng Edward woulcle swere to entertayne fn's citiezens" of Yorke after a gentell sorted fashyon, and here after to be obedient, and faythfnll to all kyng Henryes commaundementes and preceptes^that then they woulcle re-, cevu.- faym into their ci'tie, &'ayde and c5tbrt hym with moneX- V"S Edwiml ("home the ±stso,he ciiezens' called oncly duke of Yorke) beyng glad of this fortunate chauncc, in the next .fobcdic.-ce mornvi)(r at f <>a,e where lie should enter, a .Priest beyng redy to say masse, in y Seiche. ma
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 293 lest peraduenture he should be by them, illaquiated Si copased, knowing that the duke was in nothyng constant, nor in one mynd long permanent. In this very season to tell you how the erle of War wye ke was displeased, and grudged agaynst his brother the Marques, for lettynge kyng Edward passe, it ware to longe to write: for where he hym self had vigilantlye prouided & politiquely forsene, for all thinges, y Marques neuerthelesse where the po\\er of their enemies first began to gather, neuer moued fote, nor made resistence as he was commaunded, but besydes thys suffered them with a so small number of souldiers, before hys eyes & in his open sight, without any hattayle to passe by: wherfore the erle consideryng that kyng Edward did daylyencreasehys power (as a runnyng ryuer by goyng more & more augmenteth) thought it moste necessary for hym, to geue him battayle with spede, and iherupon accersed & called together hys army, and in all haste sent for the duke of Clarence, to ioyne with him which had conscribed, & assembled together a great host about London. But when he perceiued that the duke lyngered, & dyd all thinges negligetly, as though he were in doubt of warre or peace, he then began somewhat to suspect that the duke was of hys bretherne corrupted & lately changed, & therfore without delay inarched forward toward Couentry, to thentent to set on his enemyes. In the meane season, kyng Edward came to Warwycke, where he foundeall the people departed, and from thence with al diligence auaiiced his power toward Couentre, & in a playne by the citie he pytched his felde. , And the next day after that he cam thither, hys men were set forwarde, and marshalled in array, & he valiatly bad the erle battayle: which mistrustyng that he should be deceaued hy the duke of Clarece (as he was in dede) kept hym selfe close within the walles. And yet he had perfect worde y the duke of Clarence came forward toward hym with a great army, kynge Edward beyngealso therof enformed, raysed hys cainpe, & made toward the duke. And lest that there might be thought some fraude to be cloked betwene them, the kyng set his battayles in an order as though he would fight without any leger delay, the duke did likewise. Whe eche host was in sight of other, Rychard duke of Glocester, brother to them both, as though he had bene made arbitrer betwene them, fyrst rode to the duke, and with hym commoned very secretly : from him he came to kyng Edward, and with lyke secretnes so vsed hym, that in conclusion no vnnaturall warre, but a fraternal! amitie was concluded and preclaymed, and then leuyngall armye and weapo a syde, both the bretherne louyngly embraced, and familierly commoned together. It was no meruayll that the duke of Clarece, with so small persuasion and lesse exhortynge, turned from the erle of Warwyckes pai te, for as you haue hard before, thys marchandyse was labored, conduyted and concluded by a damsell, when the duke was in the French court, to the cries vtler confusion. After this, kyng Edward caused to be proclaymed, that the duke & all that came with hym, should be taken as hys trew frendes, without fraude or yll suspicion. But this notwithstandyng, it semeth that God dyd neither forgeue nor forget to punishe the duke with condigne \ punishment, for violating and brekyng hys othe solempnely, and aduysedly taken and made ! to the erle of Warwycke, for God not many yeres after, suffered hym like a periured person i to dye a cruell & a strange death. Then was it concluded emongest the. iii. bretherne to attempte therle of Warwycke, if by any fayre meanes he might be recociled or by any promise allured to their parte : To whom the duke of Clarence sent diuers of hys secret frendes, first to excuse him of the act that he had done, secondarely to requyre him to take some good eude now, while he might with kyn
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    94 THE. -X. YERE OF of dilTuiecc or mistrust toward Lodon : where after that it was knowen that the duke of Clarence was come to hys brethern, & that all they came together jn one knot to the citie, suche a feare rose sodaynly emongest the citiezens, that they were driue to their wittes ende, not knowino' either what to do or to say, but at y" last very feare compelled them to take kyng Edwardes parte. The selfe same season, the erle of Warwycke sent letters to king Henry, to the duke of Somerset, tharchebishop of Vorke, & other of hys counsayll, that they should kepe the citie from their enemies handes, by the space of. ii. or. iii. dayes after the cormning of their enemies, and that he shortly woukle be at hande with a puyssant armye. They as they were comaimded defended the citie strongly, but it was to small purpose, for the citiezens in thesame tyme began maturely to consult, what part they should folow for their most indempnite: and in conclusion when they considered that kyng Henry was such an innocent person, as of hymself was not most apte to moderate and goueruc the publique wealth of tha realinc. And that on the other syde kyng Edward by no other mens document, but onely by hvs awrie pollicie and wit was wont to order the Realrne and gouerne the kyngclome. And farther that kyng Edward was such a person as was able bothe to defende hyin selfe and also all hys, from iniurie and hostilitie, wherupon all men were glad to Icane to hym, and to take hys parte. They concluded to take hys parte & toreceyue hym in to the citie: which determinacion beyng blowe abrode (as the nature of the people is euer to delyte in nouelties) the communuhie couidc not be compelled by no commaundement to tarye at home, but ramie in hepes out of the citie, to mete him, and saluted him as their kyng and souereygne lord. When the duke of Somerset and other of kynge Henryes fr^des, saw the world thus sodaynly chaunged cilery man fled, and in hast shifted for hym selfe, leuyng kyng Henry alone, as an host that should be sacrificed, in the Bishops palace of London, adioyning to Kyn3e Poules churche, not knowing of whom nor what counsayll to aske, as he which with troble KnlnmM*' a"d ad"ci'sitie was clerely dulled and appalled, in which place he was by kynge Edward taken, utenand and agayne committed to prison and captiuitie. l Thys was a sodayne chaunge, for thesame clay, the Archebishop of Yorke to the entent that the people myght more fermely stycke on his syde, caused him to ryde about London, appareled in a gowne of blewe veluet, with a great company cryengkyng Henry, kyng Henry (whiche sight asinuch pleased the citezens as a fier paynted on the wall, wanned the olde woman) not knowynge that or nyght, hys tryumphynge shoulde be torned to tremblynge, and hys solempnitie conuerted into mourning, such chalice was to hym prouided. Kinf Edward returned to London agayn the. xi. dayo of April, sixe monethes after that he had sayled in to Flaunders: and fyrste callynge before hym a greate assemble of people, highly commeded the iidelitie of the citiezens, which they constantly bare vnto hym, rendryng to the Aldermen most harty thankes for that, that they had kept, and caused the people to contincw, and be permanent in their good myndes and loyaltie toward hym, blaming farther and rebuking as well Marc-haunt straungers, as Englishemcn, whome he knew to bane prested, and Icnte money to kynge Henry for the arraycnge and settynge forth of a new armye agaynst hym. But whenjic had greuously wyth terrible wordes declared to them their sedicious crime & trayterous offence, he bad them be of good comfortc, & to expell all feare, for he released to them both the punyshment of theyr bodies, and losse of gooddes, and j'raunted to them Pardon for theyr faultes and offences, by whiche gentell meane and easy indulgencie, he reconciled to him the hartes of the whole multitude, obteinyng that, by fayreand stop or tariyng by the way) to fight with the before thci .should come to Lodon: the which he thought, should be muche to his auauntage, cosideryng that he perfightly knew the citee to be destitute of men ,of warre for defence, and to haue no maner of municions to set on the walles or towers, so that they were no able to abide a siege, and for that cause, euer they inclined to the victorious and stronger parte. But when he folowyng his enemies, had passed
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 295 a greate part of his iorney, he was enformed that kyng Edward, peaceably was entered into London, and had taken, and sent kyng Henry to prison again: Whiche thynges dcpely considered, he saw that al cauillacions of necessitie, wer now brought to this ende, that they must be comitted to thasard and chaunce of one battaill, wherfore. he rested with his army, at the tonne of sainct Albons, partly to refresh his souldiers and partly, to take counsaill what was best to do. In the erles arrnie wer Ihon Duke of Excester, Edmond Erie of Somerset, Ihon Erie of Oxenford, and Ihon Marques Montacutc, whom theerle his brother well knewe, not to be well mynded (but sore against his stomacke) to take part with these Lordes, and therefore stode in a doubt, whether he at this tyme, might trust him or no, but the fraternal loue betwene the, washed awaie and diminished all suspicion : But what so euer opinion therle conceiued of him or any other, the erle as a man past all feare, determined coragiously to set on his enemies. And from sainct Albones, he remoued to a village in the meane waie, betwene London and sainct Albones called Barnet, beyng tenne mile distaunt from bothe the tounes. This toune standeth on an hill, on- whose toppe is a faire plain, for twoo armies to ioyne together, on the one part of this plain, the Erie of Warwicke pitched his feld, tariyng for his enemies. The rumor of the erles coinmyng, was spred in an instant ouer all London, whiche quickened kyng Edward not a litle, wherefore with all spede he adioyned to. that hoste, that he brought with" hym firste to London, a compaignie of- elect, picked, and chosen persones, strong, young, and mete for all assaies, beside other new aides, that were then come to him: Harnesse, weapons, horse, and all other engines, instrumentes mete for the warre, he neither forgatte nor slackly furnished. What shall I saie more, he determined clerely to spende all his riches, yea, and all that he could imagyn vpon the chaunce ©f this battaill: Firmely beleuyng, that this conflict, should knit vp the knot of all his labor, and bryng hym to quietncs. So with a puyssaunt armie, he marched forwarde, and to put his people in vre, that thei might bee the more redy to fight, when so euer they should eneouter with thei* enemies, he deuided them in foure partes. He brought with hym also kyng Henry the sixte, of alt likelyhod for this intent, that either his aduersaries, seyng their kyng stande as a prisoner in captiuitie, should be abashed and discomfited by hym, or els if the fortunje of the battail should tnrne against hym, that then kyng Henry should be to hym bothe a sauegard and a proteccio. On Easter ene at after noone he came to Barnet, and there not farre from his enemies, he encamped his army, and least his enemies should compel him to fight that night, he enuironed his campe with newe fortifications and trenches: fur tariyng that night, was to hym a synguler profile, and to his enemies a greate detriment: Consideryng the longer he taried, the more people came to his aide, the more stronger was his power, and the stronger that his power was, so much weaker was- the part of t the aduersaries, whiche was farre from all succor, and hoped of no newe relief nor comforte. Thus bothe the armies lodged that night on the plain, but not out of their harnesse, for their tentes were, so nere together, in the which, what for neighyng of horsses, and talkyng of menne, none of bothe the hostes could that night take any rest or quietnes. At the breakyng of the daie, the erle of Warwicke sctte his men in a raie, in this maner: In the right wyng he set the Marques Montacute, and the erle of Oxenford, with. certain horsemen, and he with the Duke of Exceter, toke the left wyng, and in the middes betwene bothe, he set archers and to them he appointed the Duke of Somerset to be capitain. And when he had set his men in an order, he encoraged his men to fight, with many comfortable wordes* willing theim to strike with a good and a fierce corage, and to remembre that they fight not onely for the iibertie of the countrey, against a tiraunte, whiche wrongfully and against all right, had inuaded and subdued this realme, but they fight in the querell of a true, and vndubitate king, against a cruell man, and a torcious vsurper, in the cause of a Godly and a pitiful Prince, against an abhotninable maqueller, and bloudy butcher: In the tille of a gentle, liberall, and bountifull kyng, against an extreme nigard, and a coueteous extorcioner. In which cause being so good, so godly, & so iust, God of very iustice must nedes be their sheld and defence. Kyng Edward likewise ordred his battailes. 1 In
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    ,,y6 THE. X. YERE OF In the forward he set the duke of Gloucester, the middle ward, he himself with the Duke of Clarence, hauyng with them kyng Henry, did rule and gouerne, the lorde Hastynges led the rereward, and besides these thre battales, he kept a compaignie of tVeshe men in store, whiche did hym great pleasure, and this done he encoraged his men, saying: that their adeersaries wer onely traitors to the realme, spoylers of the pore commonahie, and people destitute of al grace, good fortune & good liuyng. Which mischeuous persones, if they should preuaile throu'o-h the faintnesse of your hartes, all you gentlemen and riciunen, wer in ieoperdy of your lifes, all meane men in doubt of robbyng and spoylyng: and all inferior persones, in hasard of perpetual bondage and seruitude. When the daie began to spryng, the trornpcttes blewe coragiously, and the battaill fiersly began, Archers first shot, and bill men theim folowed, Kyng Edward hauyng the greater number of men, valiauntly set on his enemies. The crle on the otherside, rememberyng his auncient fame and renoume, manfully withstode him. This battail on bothe sides was sore fought £ many slain, in whose romes sticceded euer fresh and freshmen. In ihe meane season while all men were together by the eares, euer lokyng to whiche way fortune would encline. The Erie of Wanvicke after long tight, wisely did perceiue his men to he ouer pressed, with the multitude of his aduersaries: wherfore he caused newe men to relief theim that fought in the forward, by reason of whiche succors, kyng Edwardes parte gaue a little backe (vvliiche was the cause that some lokers on, and no fighters, galloped to London, saiyng: that therle had wonne the feltl) which thyng when Edward did perceiue, lie with aU diligence, sent freshe men to their succors. If the battaill wer fierce and dedly before, now it was crueller, more bloudy, more feruent and fierie, and yet they had fought from mornyng almoste to noone, without any part gettyng auauntage of other. Kyng Edward being wer/ of so long a conflict, and willyng to se an end, caused a greate crewe of freshe men (whiche he had for this onely pollecie, kepte all daie in store) to set on their enemies, in maner being wery and fatigate : but although the erle sa\ve these new succors, of freshe & newe men to enter the battaill, beyng nothing afraied, but hopyng of the victory (knowing perfidy that there was all kyng Edwardes power) coforted his men beyng wery, sharpely quicknyng, and earnestly desiryng them with hardy stomackes to here out this last and finail brunt ot' the battail!, and that the felde was euen at an ende. But when his souldiers beyng sore wounded, weried with so long a conflict, did geue litle regarde to his wordes, he beyng a man of a mynde inuincihle, rushed into the middest of his enemies, where as he (auentured so farrc from his awne compaignie, to kill and sley his aduersaries, that he could not be rescued) was in the middes of his enemies, strike doune and slaine. The marques Montacute, thynkyng to succor his brother, whiche he sawe was in greate ieoperdey, and yet in hope to obtein the victory, was likewise ouer thro wen and slain. After the erle was ded, his parte fled and many were taken, but not one man of name, nor of nobilitie. Some auclhors write, that this battaill was fought so ncre hande, that kyng Edward was constrained to fight his awne persone, & fought as sore as any man of his partie, and that the erle of Warwicke, whiche was wont euer to ride on horsebacke. from place to place, from ranke to rankc comfortyng his men, was now aduised by the Marques his brother to relynquisiie his horse, and trie the extremitie by hande strokes, whiche if he had been on his horsebacke, might fortune to haue escaped. The d^th This cnde had Richard Neuell erle of Warwicke, wiiose stoute stomacke, and inuincible cora"e> after f° many straunge fortunes, and perilous chaunces by him escaped, caused death before he came to any old age priuilie to stele on hym, and with his darte to take from hym all worldly and mundain afteccions: but death did one thyng, that life could not do, for by death, he had rest, peace, quietncs, and tranquiilitie, whiche his life euer abhorred, and could not suffre nor abide. On bothe partes wer slain at this battaill, more then tenne. M. men. Of prisoners the nombcr could not be certainly knowen : on the kynges part wer slain sir Hu-mfrey Burchier, soonne to the Lorde Barnes, els no man of estimation. 4 The
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. , 297 The occasion of Ihis greate slaughter was, because that where kyng Edward was wont, after the battaill ohteined, to crie: saue the cornons, and kill the ca,pitaines, now he spared them r-ot, because they not onely so high fauored therle of Warwicke, but also because thci came with the erle against hym in battaill. After this feld euded, the duke of Somerset, with Ihon Erie of Oxenford, wer inallposte hast, fliyng towarde Scotlande, but feryng the ieoperdies, that might chaunce in so long a iorney, altered their purpose, and turned into Wales, to lasper erle of Penbroke: euery man fled whether his mynde serued him. The duke of Excester with muche difficultie, escaped into Westminster disguised, and there toke Sanctuary. Kyng Edward after this victory, although he wanne it not without greate effusion of bloud, aswetl on his awne parte, as the part of his enemies, was greatly reioysed and comforted, after the maner of a victorious conqueroure, leadyng with him kyng Henry like a captiue, in moste triumphant maner, on Easter day at after noone, made his entery, solempnly, into the citie of London, and at the Churche of sainct Paule, he offered his standerd, and rendered to almightie God, for his greate victory, moste huble and hartie thankes. The ded bodies of the erle and the Marques, wer brought to London in a coffin, and before thei should bee buried, by the space of three daies, thei laie open visaged,in the Cathedral Church of S. Paule, to thintet that all men might euidently perceiue, that thei vnfainedly were dedde least peraueture the common people hereafter, here of some dissimulyng persone, to take on hym the name of therle of Warwicke, thynkyng him to be liuyng, might stirre a newe sedicion, & excite an vnware rebellion. The common people saied, that the kyng was not so iocound nor so ioyous for the destruction of therle, but he was more sorrowful and dolorous," for the death of the Barques, whom both he knewe and it appered to other, to be inwardly his faithful frend: Foj whose onely sake he caused both their bodies, to bee with their auncestors, solempjily enterred at the Priory of Bissam. In the meane season, quene Margaret hauyng knowledge, that all thynges in Englande, were now altered and brought into trouble and broyle, by reason of kyng Edwardes late returneinto therealme: gathered together no small compaignie, of hardy and valiaunt souldiours, determined with all haste and diligence, with prince Edwarde her soonne, to saile into Englande, but yet once again (suche was her destinie) beyng letted for lacke of prosperous wynd and encombered with to muclic rigorous tempeste, a daie after the faire, as the common prouerbe saieth, landed at the Port of Weymouth, in Dorset shire. When she had passed the sea and taken lande, it was to her declared, how that kyng Edward had gotten again the garland, and that kyng Henry her husband, was desolately left post a lone, and taken prisoner, how the Erie of W'arwicke and his brother were bothe slain and ded, and all their armie destroyed, scatered or taken, and in conclusion that her parte had susteined, the moste bitter plague and scorge, consideryng bothe the chaucc and the tyme that in many yeres before, had been red or sene. When she haide all these miserable chaunces and misfortunes, so sodainly one in anothers necke, to haue taken their effect, she like a woman all dismaied for feare, fell to the ground, her harte was perced withsorowe, her speache was in maner passed, all her spirites were tormented with Malencholy. The calamitie and misery of her time, she detested and abhorred, her vnstable and contrariant fortune, she stedfastly blamed and accused, her peinfull labor, her care of mynde, turned into infelicitie she muche lamented and bewailed the euill fate and destenie of her husband, whiclie eminently before her iyes, she sawe to approche she accused, reproued, and reuiled, and in conclusion, her senses were so vexed, and she so afflicted, and caste into suche an agony, that she preferred death before life, rather desiryng soner to die, then lenger to Hue, and perauenture for this cause, that her interior iye sawe priuily, and gaue to her a secret monicion of the greate calamities and aduersities, which then did hang ouer her hed, and were likely incontinent to fall and succede whiche other persones, neither loked for nor regarded. This Quene Margarete might well consider and thynke, that these euill aduentures, chaunced to her for the moste parte, for the vnworthy death of Humfrey Duke of Gloucester, vncle to her husbande: Of the whiche, mischaunce, although she wer not the very occasion Q q and
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    29* THE. X. YERE OF and prouoker, yet she greatly offended in that she concented thereto, and did not satie his life, when she rulyng all other, might conueniently haue staled and letted it. For surely he beyng a liue, and hauyng the moderacio and gouernaunce of the common wealth, kyng Henry had ucucr vvauered in so many hasardes, and ieoperdies of his life as he did. I would desire of God, that all men would in egall balance, ponder & indifferently consider the causes, of these misfortunes and euill chaunces, the whiche beyng elcuate in aucthoritie, dooe mete and measure, Justice and iniury, right and wrong, by high power, blynd aucthoritie, and vnbridlcd will. But nowe to the purpose, when Queue Margarete saue, that to bid battaill was to no purpose, and in maner, in dispaire, of the wealth of her self and her sontie: she with the Prince and hercom|)aignie, departed to a Sainctuary there by, called Jkauliew in Hamsbire (where was a monastery of Monkes, of the ordre of Cisterciens) and registered herself and hens, as persones there priueleged. When it was knowcn that she was landed, &dmond Duke of Somerset, with lord Ihon his brother Thomas Courtney erle of Deiionshire, the which before euer toke the contrary part, whose sodain chaungyng, shortly turned to his awne confusion, Jasper Erie of Penbroke, Ihon Lorde Wenlocke (a man"made onely bv kyn« Fdward) and Ihon Longstrother, Prior of sainct Ihones in England, came in "real hast to Beauliew, and presented theimselfes to the Quene: Although that she wer almost drouned in sorowe, and plunged in pein, yet when she sawe and beheld, these noble and princel" personages, to resort vnto her presence, she was somewhat comforted, and greatly reuiued *f rrn in 
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. greater losse to some oilier, then the losse of her awne life. But she suspected that while thei would helpe thynges, that thei moste phantesied and affected, the life of prince Edward her soonne, in whom, all the whole hope of that familie stoode and remained, should be in perell and ieoperdie: and therfore, she either thought it necessarie, to defer the battaill till another time, or els to conueigh her sonne into Fraunce again, there to lye sure and secrete, till the chaunce of the first battayle were tryed and assayed. And no marueyll, although the natural! mother, much mynded and studied for thesauegarde and tuycion of the lyfe of her sonne, pondering that next her husband, whom she reputed for dene vndone and vtterly cast awaye,,she had nothyng more to be beloued, nothyng more derer, nor uothynge to be made more of. Thus this prudent and politique Quene requyred the cheuctaynes expert in marciall feates, that they shoulde before hande premeditate with them selfes, maturely and deliberatly these thynges by her moued and after that done, if they thoughte it conuenient lo geue battayle, she woulde to their agrement with all her hart be conformable. But there was no longer disputacion of the matter, for the duke sayde that there was no ncde to waste anye more woordes for all they were determyned (while their hues lasted) styll lo kepe warre agaynste their enemyes, & therfore that thvnge whiche with greate counsayll and deliberacion is cocluded, ought to be auaunced and set forward with a whole consent and agrement. Thus euery man together clerely bent and encouraged to f battayle gathered hys powe» by liym selfe. The duke thorough all hys dominions, raysed a chosen companye of men of warre: lykewise did the erle of Deuoshyre. The erle of Pcbroke wet into Wales to his erledo to prepare hys people with all diligence. The quene, at the last was brought into this hope of good fortune that she sayd, well be it, & so as the duke had aduised her, she with hei company departed to Bathe, entendynge there to make her abode, tyll more of her affinitie were together assembled. But whether so euer she went, few or none had thereof knowledge, mistrustyng lest her counsayl should by some titiuille, bee published & opened to her aduersaries, before she came to the place prefixed. When kyng Edward knew that Quene Margarete was landed in Englande, and that the duke of Somerset with her complices had prepared a new armye, out of hand he dispatched certayn currers on light horses, in to euery part to see what number hys enemyes were, & what way they entended to take. The explorators, according to their instruccions, serched and sought the partcs by West, and made relacion diligently at their retorne, what , they had knowen and sene. The kynge beyng in a great agony, because he knewe not what waye his enemyes toke, determined, surely to encounter the at some, one place before they came to London. And vpon this conclusion, with such an armye as he had gotten about London, he set forward into Oxford shyre, and there sekynge a place apt and mete to pytche hys tentes, was conducted to Abyngdon, where he encamped hym selfe, comaunding all men appoynted for the warre, with all celeritie to folow hym to that place. All the kynges host there beyng assembled and reduct in to one company, newes were brought to hym, that hys enemyes were come to Bathe, and there did soiorne and tarye purposely to augmetand encreace their nuber of such, as dayly to them dyd resort, wherfore the kyng without delay remoued strayght to Maryborough, being distal from Bathe. xv. miles, making haste and great diligence, if by any possibilitie he might to geue theim battayle before they diuerted into Wales, whether he thought (as they entended in deed) that they would take their iorney to ioyne tbcm selfe with the erle of Penbroke, which had gathered a great host in those parties. When the Quene knew that kynge Edwarde was come so nere to her, she taried not long at Bathe, but remoued in greate haste to Brystow: and sent out certayn horsemen to espye, whether she might sauely passe ouer the llyuer Seuerne by Gloucester into Wales, whether she determined first to go to augment her armye, and then without any delay with spere and shelde, coragiously to set on her euemyes, where soeuer they would ahyde. They that Q q 2 were
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    200 THE. X. YERE OF were sent retorned to her again, declaryng that the towne of Gloucester was vnder the obeisaunce of Rychard, duke of Gloucester the kynges brother, and that although they had solicited the lord Beauchampe of Powike, which lay there in the Castell, and had the rule of the Towne, and the townesmeu fyrst by rewardes after by menacing, either to take their part, or peasably to suffer her to passe _ouer their bridge, they were there with all, neither once moued, nor once would speake cofortably to the messengers. Whe she hard these newes, she shortly departed from Bristow with her army, to a prope_r towne on seuerne syde, 'called Tewkesburye, leuing Gloucester vnassauted, lest peradueture she might, their sped her tyme w much losse £ littel gayne, but in her passage towarde Tewkesbury, the lord Beauchripe toke from her rereward, more ordinance then she might haue wel spared, which did to her no small prejudice. Whe the Quene was come to Tewkesbury, and kncwe that kynge Edward folowed her with hys horsemen at the very backe, she was sore abashed, and \v6derfullv amased and determined in her selfc, to flye into Wales to lasper erle of Pcbroke : But the duke of Somerset, willyng in no wyse to flye backward for doughtes that he casted might chauce by the way, determined there to tarye, to take such fortune as God should sende, beyn«e in his awne rnynde, and so fixed in a fayre parke, adioynynge to the towne, he pytched his felde agaynst the will and consent of many other Capitaynes which would that he should haue drawen a syde, for a whyle tyl therle of Penbroke with hys armye were with hym associate but his will serued for his reason, and so the chauncefolowed. The duke of Somerset entending to abide the battayle lyke a pollitique warrior, trenched his campe rounde about of suche an altitude, and so strongly, that his enemyes by no meanes facilye, could make any entrie, and farther perceyuyng that his parte coulde neuer escape without battayle, determined there to se y final entle of his good oryl chauce, wherfore he marshalled his host in this manner : he and the lord Ihon of Somerset his brother led the forward : The middelward was gouerned by the Prince vnder the coduyte of the lord of sainct Ihons,, Si lord Wenlocke (whome kyng Edward had highly before preferred & promoted to the degre of a baron) The rereward was put in the rule of the erle of Deuonshyre. 
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. sot Ihons, were By force taken prisoners, and many other also. In the felde S: cliace were shine lord Ihon of Somerset, the erle of Deuonshyre, syr Ihoa Dclucs, syr Edivarde. Hampden, syr Robert Wytyngham, and syr Ihon Lewkenor, and. iii. thousand other. After the felde ended, kyng Edward made a Proclamutio, that who so euer could bring prince Edward to him alyue or dead, shoulde haue an annuitie of an. C. 1. duryng his lyfe, and the Princes life to be saued. Syr Richard Croftes, a wyse ancta valyaut knyght, nothing mistrusting the kynges former promyse, brought furth his prisoner prince Edward, beynge a goodly femenine & a well feautered yonge gentelman, whotne when kynge Edward had well aduised, he demaunded of him, how he durst so presumptuously enter in to his Realrne with banner displayed. The prince, beyng bold ofstomacke & of a good courage,, answered sayinge, to recouer my fathers kyngdome & enheritage. from his father £ grandfather to him, ana from, him, after him, to me lyneally diuoluted. At which wordes kyng. Edward say d nothyng, but with his bfid thrust hyin from hym (or as some say, stroke him with his gauntlet) whom incontinent, they that stode about, whiche were George duke of Clarence, Ilychard duke of Gloucester, Thomas Marques Dorset, and Willia lord Hastynges, sodaynly murthered, & piliously. manquelled. The bitternesse of which murder, some of the actors-, after in their latter dayes tasted and assayed by the very rod of Justice and punishment of God. Hys body was homely enterred with y other symple corses, in y church of the monastery of blacke Monkes in Tewkesburye. This was the last ciuile battayl that w-as fought in kynge Edwardes dayes, whiche was gotten the. iii. daye of Maye, in the. x. yere of hys-reigne, and in the yere of our lord. M. cccc. Ixxi. then beyng Saterday. And on the Monday next ensuyng was Ednaond duke of Somerset, Ihon Longstrother, Prior of sainct Ihons, syr Garuays Clyfton, syr Thomas Tresham, and. xii. other knyghtes and gentelmen behedded in the market place at Tewkesbury. Quene Margaret lyke a prisoner was brought to Londo, where she remayned tyll kyng Reiner her father ransomed her with money, which summe (as the French writers arFerme) brought Pri— he borowed of kyng Lewes jr. xi. and because he was not of power nor abilitic to repaye so sonenoo greate a dutie, he solde to the Frenche king & his heyres, the kyngdomes of Naples, and London' bothe the Sciciles, with the countye of Prouynce, which is y very title that kyng Charles the vii. made when he conquered y realme of Napeis. After the raunsom payed, she was eonueyed in to Fraunec with small honor, which with so great triumphs and honorable enter-, teynmet was \v pope aboue al pryde, receyucd into this Realme. xxviii. yeres before. And where in the beginning of her tyme, she lyued like a Quene, in the middel she ruled like an empresse, toward thende she was vexed with treble, neuer quyet nor in peace, & in her very extreme age she passed her dayes in Fraunee, more lyke a death then a lyfe, languishyng and rnornyng in continuallsorowe, not so much for her selfe and her hnsbande, whose ages were almost consumed and worne, but for the losse of prince Edward her sonne (whome she and her husband thought to leue, both ouerlyuer of their progeny, and also of their kyngdome) to whome in this lyfe nothyng coulde be either more displeasant or "reuous. After this battayl, kyng Edward rendered to God his most hiible thakes, & caused publique processions to be with al! deuout reuerence solemply, kept three dayes together in euery Towne and Parishe. And when he had visited the townes and places, where his enernyes assembled first together (to the payne and punishmente of no small number) he with good diligence returned toward London, for he was enformed how one Thomas Neuel, bastard sonne to Thomas lord Faucobridg the valyant capitayne, a man of no lesse coragc then audacitie (who for his euell condicios was suche an apte person, y a more meter could not be chosen to set all the worlde in a broyle, & to put the estate of y realme on an yll hasard) had of new begonne a great c5mocion. This bastard was before this tyme appoynted by the erle of. Warwycke, to be Vice-admyrall of the sea, and had in charge so to kepe the passage betwene Douer and Caleys, that none which either fauored kynge Edward or his ire ndes should escape, vntaken or vndrouned. And when by the death of the erle of Warwycke,.
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    305 THE. X. YERE OF wyckc, he was broughte into pouertie, lie robbed both on the sea & the lande, aswel hi* cnemyes as also his' frendcs: By reason wherof he gat together a great nauy of shippes, and spoiled on euery ship, and at last toke lande in Kent, and gathered together a great company of Kentishmen, such as were most mete for his purpose, and so marched toward London, where the Essex men hauynge wylde whaye wormcs in their heddes, Joined them with him, saiyng that their commyng and quarell was to deliuer out of captiuitie Kyng Henry y vi. and to bring him to his wyfe, but what so euer their outward wordes were, their inward cogitacions were onely hope of spoyle, and desyre to robbe and pyll. For the bastarde hym selfe assaulted the drawe bridge of London, and a capitain of his called Spisyng scaled Algate with the Essex me, harnesed in their wyfes Chesecloutes, which assaultes were deadly geuen and manfully resisted, in so much that on bothe partes many were slayne and hurt, but at the last the citiezens then put backethe rebelles, and slew and wounded a great number of them, and draue the bastard from al his pray to his shyppes, lyeng at Radcleffe, which hauyng a good & prosperous wyndc, made sayle with all haste, & Roued on the sea, as before he was accustomed. This styrryng, although it were but littell to thynke on at the fyrst yet if it had begonne not long afore, it had brought all kynge Edwardes busines in to a doubtfull difference: for kynge Edward in these hys last battayles was twise more then fortunate for that, that lie at sondry and seuerall tymes (and not all at one tyme) was persecuted & inuaded of his enemyes: for surely, at the tyme when the erle of Warwycke with his pytchcd armye \uis comyng toward London, if quene Margarete with her companye had take land (which enterprice she thryse in great Jeopardy coragiously attempted) Then if she had set on behynd, whyle the erle of Warwycke gaue the onset before both at one moment, or if Edmond duke of Somerset had not geuen battayle at Tewkesburye, before lasper erle of Penbroke was come with his trayne, or if bastard Fawconbridge had vexed the Londoners euen at y tyme: One or the other of these, ii. thynges should consequently haue folowed, that kynge Edwarde must of necessitie once agayne flye out of the Realme, or els with shame and rebuke yelde hym selfe, either to slaughter or captiuitie: But as in all meane chaunces and small gaynes, good lucke is desyred and praysed, so much more in battayle, is good fortune and fortunate chaunce to be most made of, and chiefly to be auaunced. Now to returne to bastard Faucobridge, waueryng hither & thither in the doubtfull surges of the sea, as sure of hys lyfe on the water as on the lande, which either thinking that no man would se him, or that all men were blind, and coulde not espie hym (and especially in so secret a place) came into the open hauen of Southampton, and there toke lade where he was not long vntaken, but shortlier bchedded. When lasper erle of Pebroke was credibly asserteyned that quene Margarete had lost the battayle at Tewkesburye, and that there was no more trust of any comfort or releue to be had for the parte of poore kyng Henry, he with such men of warrc as he was, bringyng to his cofederates, returned back out of y" way to the towne of Chepstow, wher he taryeng, deploryng and lamentyng, that hast to much hasted, & that vnpurueied & blynd will had at the finall conclusio, not only destroyed and brought to nought al kyng Heryes estate, riches and preheminece, but further had left ail his frendes redy to tosse the waues of fortune, & to seke their lyuyng where they might sauely get them, began to thinkeand prouide what way was best to take. Kyng Edward at this season, not beynge put of feare of the erle of Penbroke, sente ' priuely in too Wales, Roger Vaughan, a man there bothe stronge of people and of frendes, to the entent by some gyle or engyne sodaynly to trap and surprise the erle: but he hauyng intelligence of ccrtayne frendes, how that watche was priuilie leyd for him, sodainly in the same towne, toke- Roger Vaughan, and without delay stroke of hys hed, so Roger Vaughan, by Gods prouidece, receyued the death hym selfe, which he by deceipt, prepared for the other. The erle in good hast departed thence to Penbroke, whorne incontinent Morgan Thomas, by
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 303 by kyng Edwardes comaundemet so strogly beseged hym, and so enuyroned his Castdl with a dicliti and a tranche, that he coulde not lightly flye or escape thence: but lie was after eyghte dayes deliuered, and the seage raysed by hys laylhfull and trusty frendes Dauid Thomas, brother to the foresayd Morgan, and from thece conueyed to Tynbye, a hauen towne in Wales, where he getting conucnient shyppes, for to transport hym and hys oner the sea into Fraunce with hys nephew lord Henry erle of Rychemonde, and a few of hys fumiliers toke ship, and by fortunes leadyng, landed in Brytayne. After hys arryuall, he fyrst went to duke Frances of Brytane, and hym reaerentlv saluted, expoundyng to him the cause, the cace, and the neccssitie of their thether coinmyng, committing the lyfes, the goodes and all the chaunces both of hym and hys nephew, whole to the dukes discrecion and ordinaunce. The duke rcccyued hothe the eries, with all benignitie, and shewed to the no lesse honor, fauor and humanitie, with suche entertainment, then if they had been his naturall brethren, and geuyng to theitn his faithe, seriously made promise that heyng with hym, they should sustein no maner of wrong, nor no iniurie should be to them by any creature oftred: assuring them, that they might within his dominions, at all tymes, and in all places, go in safe and good suretie. When Kyng Edwarde had appeased, by the ineanes afore rehersed, his kyngdome and people, to the intent that there should in- urge hereafter, no newe commocion within the real me again: he made a iorney into Kente, and there sat in iudgement on suche, as in the last turnulteous busines, toke pane uith foustarde Fauconbrige, where many wer (not vnworthy) strtightly punished £ ratmsomed, which busines once perfourmed, to thintent that all men knight se a'pparantly, that indubitate peace was come into the realme, and that all feare of exterior hostilitie, was banished and exiled for euer: Poore kyng Henry the sixte, a litle before depriued of his realme, and Imperial! Croune, was now in the Tower K7n£ I?e"~ of London, spoyled of his life, and all worldly felicitie, by Richard duke of Gloucester siam in the (as the constant fame ranne) which, to thintent that king Edward his brother, should be tow"v clereout of all secret suspicion of sodain inuasion, nuirthered thesaid kyng with a dagger. But \vhosoeuer was the manqueller of this holy man, it shall appcre, that bothe the murtherer and the consenter, had condigne and not vndcscrued punishement, for their bloudy stroke, and butcherly act: and because they had now no enemies risen, on whom they might reuenge themself, as you shall hereafter perceiue, they exercised their crueltie, against their awne selfes: and with their proper bloud, enibrucd and polluted their awne handes and membrcs. The ded corps of kyng Henry, with billes and gleues pompeously (if you call that a funerall pornpe) was conueighed from the tower, to the Ctiurch of saincte Paule, and there laied on a beree, where it lay the space of one whole dale : and the nexte day, without Prieste or Clarke, Torche or Taper, syngyng or saiyng, it was conueighed to the Monasterie of Chertesey, bcyng distant from London, xv. mile, and there was buried, but after he was remoued to Winsore, and tncre in a new vawte nowly intumilate. This kyng Henry reigned full, xxxviii. yeres, and xvii. daies, and after that he had repossessed his kyngdom. vi. monethes he liued. lii. yeres, hauyng by his wife one onely sonue, called Edward Prince of Wales. Kyng Henry was of stature goodly, of body slr-der, to which proporcion, al other me- Th bers wer correspondent: his face beautiful!, in the which continually was resident, the £yng bountie of mynde, with whiche, he was inwardly endued. He did abhorre of his awne o-the nature, all the vices, as well of the body as of the soule, and from his verie infancie, he was of honest conuersacion and pure integritie, no knowerof euill, and a keper of all goodnes: a dispiser of all thynges, whiche bee wonte to cause, the myndes of mortal! menne to slide, fall, or app.iirc. Beside this, pacience was so radicate in his harte, that of all the inimiesto him co;n tutted, (whiche were no small nombre) he neuer asked vengeaunce nor punishement, but for that, rendered to ahnightie God, his creator, hartie thankes, thinking that by this trouble, and aduersAie, his synnea were to huu forgotten and ibrgeuen. What 4 shall
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    KYXG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 505 H THE. XII. YERE. THis thyng nipped kyng Edwarde hardly at the verie stomacke, as though his mynd, The.™, casting some euill to come after : did signifie before, that the Erie of Richemond, should yfa" once attein to the Croune and diademe of the realme: which mischief, when he had wel disgested, he secretly sent wise and close messengers, to the Duke of Brytayne, the which should not sticke, to promise the duke, great & sumpteous rewardes, (knowing that mede, many thynges corrupteth) so that he would deliuer, bothe therles into their handes and possession. The duke gladly hard them that were sent, but when he knewe, the twoo Erles to bee a praie, of suche a greate value, he determined not to deliuer theim, but rather to entertain theim with hym more diligently, then thei were accustomed. The duke answered the orators, that it stoode not with his honor, nor he would not deliuer the twoo Erles, to \\hom, he was bound and obliged, by his faithe and promise: but this he promised to dooe for the kynges pleasure, that they should be kept, and with suche vigilant pcrsones, continually watched, that the kyng should haue no manerof cause, once tothynke, that they could or should attempt any thing, that ruight sound, either to his displeasure or prejudice. When the messengers sawe, that they could notobtein, that which thei desired, like wisemen held themselfes contented with that, whiche by the duke was offered, & so returned into England. The kyng wrote to the Duke of Britayne, louyngly requiryng him, to accomplishe with all spede, that, whiche he of his awne mocion offered, piomisyng him not onely, menne and greate rewardes, but yerely to rewarde hym, with a full hand, and a well stuffed purse. The duke perceiuyng the swete gain, which rose to him, by the abode of the two English Erles, in his Countrey: least they for any cause, should abandon his dominions, and seke succors in some other foreign Region, caused the one, to be segregated from the other: and remoued from them suche Englishmen, as wer daily on them attendant and came with them into Britayn, and in their places appoynted Britons, to be their seruitors to minister, and continually to attend and waite on them. When kyng Edward had thus pollitiquely, as he thought, compassed the Duke of Britayne: he thinking nothing lest-e, then to take a damage at the duke of Burgoynes hand, yea, and such a damage, as by all similitude, was bothe like, continually to greue and vexe the realme of Englande: and farther to be an occasion, of a common stop, and putting backe of the commodities, growen within this realme, to be transported into outward, partes North Estward, was yet eftsones, brought into a newe double and perplexitie. For the declaracion whereof, you muste vnderstande, that Lewes the Frenche kyng, had a bro» ther called Charles, which was not the wisest, nor yet a man of the greatest experience: and of a certain curtesie, loued better to haue other men to rule him, then he to take vp5 him to rule other. And although that the kyng at this tyme, had no soonne, nor other brother, but him, his open heire apparant : he iitle fauored, and lesse loued him, nothyng geuyng hym of his good will, for his part and porcio, o;" his fathers landes, but that, to the which he was copelled by his counsaill, and that he gaue hym this moneth, in the next moneth, he would by flatery or by thretnyng, by war or corrupcion of his brothers scruauntes, obtain & bring to his handes and possession again. For first he gaue him the Duchie of Berry' & after that whole Normandy, wherof in no long tyme, he bereft him the possession, regiment & title, without any cause geue, ony partie of yong Charles. And when thesaied Charles, had afterward departed, with the countreysof Brye & Champaigne, by a fraudulent feate : kin
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    S06 „ THE. XII. YERE Off I Duke of Guyen, by the sollicityng of his adherentes, sore labored to haue in mariage, tire sole daughter and onely heire, of Cliarles duke of Burgoyne, by whom he hoped to be lorcle and souereigne, of all duke Charles inheritaunce. To the furtheraunce ot this mariage, holpe witl^all his pou-er, the Duke of Britayn, as who saied, that it should be onely his acle. The Constable of Fraunce on the other parte, thought that he a lone, was able to compasse this mariage, and to haue soly the thankes, of "the Duke of Guyen. The French king did all that he could, to let and stoppe this mariage: for if his brother had obteined, the young Lady with all her possessions, then hesawe well inough, that the Duke of G uyen, beyng ioyned with the Duke of Britayne, should be strong inough, or at the least of puissance inough, 'to encomber the Frenche kyng and his children. But kyng Edwarde of F,n
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. II IJ. 307 warres) he clerely extirped, and brought to vnitie and cocorde. Kyng Edward holpe to this agrement, as much as in hym laie : And to the intent that other men, should forget .. iniuries to them done, and put away all rancor and malice: following his good and Godly example, he clerely pardoned almoste all offences, and all men then beyng within the Realme, he frankcly discharged, although they had taken parte with his uduersarieb against hym, of all high treasons and crimes. 1 THE. XIII. YERE. f »»',.»••• 's~'& WHile kyng Edwarde was thus setting an ordre, and pacifiyng all thynges v.hiche were The. xiii. out of square: Charles duke of Burgoyn, whose spirite was neuer in quiet, whose arnbi- ?'"• cious mynde, was neuer satisfied, whose haute and high stotnacke, could neuer be tamed, (till death it swaged and abated) desirynge aswell to amplify, and enlarge his territories and dominios, liyng on the side of the riuer of Ryne, toward high Burgoyn as also to recouer again Amias and other tounes, whiche the Frenche kyng, more by fraude then by feates of warre, had from hym wrongfully vsurped: and further abone all thynges, couetyng to haue the Freche kyng, to haue some great shame, losse, or hinderaunce, could not inuent no one waie, so apt and mete for his imagined purpose, as to entice and perswade the kyng ofEnglande, by his ambassadors, to make warre vpon thesaid kyng and his countrey: for the recoueryng of his old right and auncient title in thesame by the French kyng & his father, against all right and equitie, with holden and deteigned. King Edward began a litle to harken on that side, not so much for to help the Duke of Burgoyne (to whom he was muche bounde, for his aide in the tyme of his exile, as you before haue harde) as for to be reuenged of kyng Lewes, whom, he reputed for his mortall enemie. Firste for aydyng the Erie of Warwicke and his complices, against him: secondarely, for the long mainteinyng, and fosteryng of Quene Margarete, and ,her soonne Prince Edwarde (whome for a farther affinitie, he had made Godfather to hys sonne Charles the Doulphyn) within his cou treys & dominios. Whereupon, when he had consulted with the nobilitie and the chiefe and sage persons of the Realme (which in manner haue a certayn naturall inclination to make warre in Frauce, either for hope of great spoyle and gayne, or of a certain priuie canker engendered in the hartes of their forefathers in tyme long past, and after by lyneall succession descended in to the stomackes of their nephewes) he aunswered the Dukes messenger that in the beginnyng of the yere, he would lande at Caleys with such a puyssant army, that the Frenche kyng should well perceyue that he lacked neither men, nor that hys men lacked stomackes, bothe for to reuenge their soueraygnes quarell, and also- to recouer his right. And for a treugth at this season there was mortal war betwene kyng Lewes and the duke of Burgoyne. And more likely to fall betwene him and other, for kyng Lewes, of nature was hard of speche, and chorlishin aunswere, froward and vngentell aswell to hys frendesas to his foes. By reason whereof many great men within the realmeof Fraunce, not content with his grosse rudenesse, and rude dissimulacio began to haue intelligens and to cleuc to the duke of Ikirffoyn, emongest whom was Lewes of Luxenborough, erle of sainct Pol, and Constable of Fraunce which beyng confedered with the duke and other noble men, determined so to vex and scorge kyng Lewes with some plague, by the whiche other he should be transformed in to a man, clero altered from his olde qualities, or els should be in ieopardye, bolhe of losse of lyue & realme, for it was determined that Fraunce should be set on & assaulted, both with outward enemyes, and inward dissimulers. All these thynges the duke of Borgoyne with kyng Edward, did communicate to the entent the soner to allure and prouoke him, to enterprise the warre, according to hys desyre. These^ thynges, as tokens of victorie, before animated kyng Edward, and enforced hym in maner to make warre on Fraunce and so with all expedicion prepared all thynges necessarie, both for water and lande. And because no small summe of money was sufficient for so great a charge, and that the money the yere before to him auaunced by the realme was consumed in hys houshold, and other uecessarye aftayres, RrS he
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    308 THE. XIIIJ. YERE OF he conceyued a new dciiice in hys imaginacion, by tlie which engine he might couertly perswadc and entice hys ryche frendes, to geue and graimt him some conueuient sumine" of money, toward his inestable charges, and incredible costes, which thing if they did not willingly assent to, he then would impute to the greater ingratitude, and more vnkyndnes, wherupon he caused hys officers to bryng to him the most ryche persons one after another. And to themheexpfaued the cause, & the purpose, and the neccssitie of the warre begon, and thefayntnesse £ leuenesse of his treasure, and the great & importune lacke of money hartely requyring them for their loue & afteccion, that always they had born to hym, beyng their natural Prince, of their awne gratuitie and frewill to geue to hym some ayde or money, for mayntenaunce of his warre and army: what should I say more: This inuencion came to this effect, that some calling totheirremenibrauce, the benefitesof hym receyued, some with shame, some with fearemouecl and encouraged, gaue to hym liberally bothe of their substauceand treasure, which without grudge he coulde not haueotherwise obtenyed. But here I wil notlet passe a prety conceyt, that happened in this gathering, in the which he shall not only note the humilitie of a kynge, but more the fantasie of a woman. Kyng Edward had called before him a wydow, muche. aboundynge in substance, and no lesse growen in yeres, of whome he merely demanded what she gladly would geue him towarde his greate charges? By my treuth quod she, for thy lonely countenance thou shall haue euen. xx. 1. the kyng lokyng scace for the halfe of that summe, thanked her, and louingly kyst her, whether the flauor of his bretlie did so cofort her stommacke, or she estemed the kysse of a kynge, so precious a iewel, she swore incontinently, that he should haue. xx. 1. more, which she with thesame will payed that, she offered it. The kyng willing to shew that this benefite was to hym much acceptable, and not worthy to be put in obliuion called this graunt of money a beneuolence, not withstading that many with grudge and maleuolece gaue great summes toward that new foiide beneuolence: But the vsing of such getill fashions toward them, wyth frendly prayer of their assistance in his necessitie, so tempted theim that they could none otherwise do, but frankely and frely yelde £ geue hym a reasonable reward. THE. XIIII. YERE. The.™!, WHen all thynges conuenient for suche an enterprise were in a redynesse. Kynge Edwarde with his army remoued to Douer, where he found, v. C. shyppes and Hoyes recly to transport hym £ hys army ouer the sea: And so he hym selfe w his nobilitie warlikely accopaignied, passed oucr betvvene Douer £ Caleys, the iiij. daye of luly, and landed at Caleys •wyth great triumphe, his army horses and munycions of warre, scace passed ouer in. xx. dayes (whome the Frenchmen bragged, should haue ben taken if they had wel considered the chauce before as they knew it after) When kyng Edward with all his army royall, was without any trouble landed, and in suertie he caused euery man, accordyng to his de^re to be ordered & lodged. This armye, by the wrytinge of Argenton, was the fay rest and the strongest armye that passed out of Englande in to Fraunce many yeres before, for the men were so well armed, and so surely in all thynges appoynted £ prouided, that the Frenche nacio were not onely amased to behold them but much morepraysed them. & there oder. In this army were. xv. C. men of armes well horsed, of the which the most: parte were barded & rychely trapped, after the moste galiard fashion, hauyng many horses decked in one suyte. There were farther, xv. M. archers, beryng bowes & arrowes, of the whiche a greate parte were on horsebacke. There were also a great number of fighting men & other, aswell to set v-p Tentes and Pauilions (where of the Englishme had great plenty) as to serue their Artilarie, and to enclose their campe. or otherwise to labor. And in all this army there was not one page. The kyngof England was at his arryuall highly displeased wyth the dukeof Borgoyn, which in the worde of a Prince, promised hym to mete hym at his landing" with. ij. M. men of armes £ light iiorseme, besyde a greatnumber of Lanceknightes £ Halberders, &. that he would haue bek gonne
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 309 gonne the warre. iij. monethes before the kynges transpprtyng, the more to vex and greaue the Freeh kyng, & to cause him seke his wittes. The duke of Borgoyn at this season, lay at seage before the str5ge towne of Nuyce, with a puissant army, agaynst whome ware assembled the Emperor Frederike, and almost the whole Empire for to rescow of the towne, to whoine the kyng of England sent the lord Scales in post, requyring him to leaue his voyd seage before the impregnable towne of Nuyce, and to retorne in all hast with his people and army to make warre in Fraunce, according to his promise and othe, declaring farther that the tyme passed, & the Somer woulde be lost, with this charge the lord Scales departed in all hast toward the duke, whoine we wil leue, rydinge toward Nuyce for a whyle. O Fraunce Frauce, how much art thou bounde to laude & prayse the Sauior for the deliuerance, in the tyme of thy afHiccio. For if God had not permitted the cancard hart of the duke to be indurate, nor his weke brayneto be vexed, nor yet his ambiciousaffeccion to bee enflamed, so that he with all his power had ioyned with the army of England on y one syde, hauyng on their syde the duke of Brytayn with his power. These thre princes had bene lyke to haue make Fraunce, either to bow or to breke, either to yelde or to suffer thechaunces of fortune, which she lyke a waueryng Goddes, had prouided for her punishment. Uefore kyng Edward departed from Douer, he sent to the Frenche kynge an officer of armes (whome Argenton vntrewly calleth Garter borne in Normandy, for the rome of Gartier was neuergeuen to no estraunger) which Herault deliuered to the French kynge with all dew reuerence a letter of diffiance, bothe for the stile & the pennyng excellently endited, which the Frenchmen would scant beleue to be framed by an Englishman. The letter requyred the Freeh king to render to the king of Englande, the realme of Fraunce to him of right, & by lyneall enheritaunce aperteyning & belonging to thentet that he might putagayny church, the nobilitie, and the commons into their auncient estates, & liberties, & to disburde & exonerate them of the great charges, trauayles & labors, that they now were in. And in case y he did refuse so to do, then he dyd protest the harme that should ensue, in the forme & maiier, that in suche a case is requisyte and accustumed to be clone. Kyng Lewes red the letter secretly to him selfe, & after all alone in a great study withdrew him self into hys warderobe, & sending for the English Herault, said to hym, sir I know, and wel wot, y the kyng of Englad your master is neither descended in these partes of his awne fre inocion, nor yet of vs requyred, but onely entised & prouoked by the duke of Burgoyn, and somewhat enforced by the cdmons of his Realme. But now you may se that y season of theyere passeth, & the duke of Burgoyn is in poore estate, returning from Nuyce all most disco forted.. The Costable also, with whomethe kyng your soirereygne lord, I am sure hath some intelligence for fauor that your master hath maried his nece, is not so sure a frende as he is taken for, & if all the world knew how I haue promoted him, & what I haue done for him they would littel thynk, that he would so vntrewly handle me as he dothe, for I assure you he is a depe dissimuler, & in continual dissimulacion, entendeth to lede his lyfe, entertayning all me for his awn profit. And although y kyng your master, be vnsure of all hys other promises, yetof one thing he shall be sure, that is, he shall be euer dissimuled with all, & therefore I say to you, and not to your master, y he were better haue a peace with an old enemye, then the promises and familiaritie of anew dissimulingfrede, which peace most pleaseth God, and is the thinge that I most do desyre. When he had sayd, he gaue to the Herault. iij. C. crounes, promisinge hym a. M. crounes, if any good apoyntement came to passe. The Herault beyng more coueteous of the crounes, then secret, according to the ductie of his office, promised to do all thinges that in him lay, not doubting, but that the kyng his master would be conformable to any reasonable offer, aduisinge the Frenche kyng (after kyng Edward were once landed) to send to him an Herault, tofetche a saueconduyte & pasport, for such as should labor & trauayle in that treatie. And that the sayd Herault should first resort to the lord Stanley, or to the lord Haward, for the coducting of him to the kinges presence, when the Herault should depart, the kynge gaue him a pece of Crymosen Veluet of. xxx. yardes long,, commaundinge & stray ghtly chargyng, that no man should be so hardy, once;
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    310 THE. XIIIJ. YERE OF once to comen with him, but to let hytn passe in all gentel fashio. When the Herault was gone, king Lewes callyng to him. vii. or. vlij. of his familiers, caused the letter too be red, of the whiche he was* but a littel afrayd £ Jesse abashed, considering the English Herault had shewed him playnly, how to enter rato y port of the trcatie, & in maner how to gayne & conquere the fortresse, of which enformadon he was not a littel ioyous, & wisely and secretly according to ihesame, when he saw his tyme. he prosecuted his purpose. In this very season the lord Scales came to the duke of Burgoyn before Nuyce, accompting to him his message, as he was commaunded. The duke of Burgoyn, beyng so sore set to coquere the town of Nuyce, aunswered the lord Scales that his honor was lost, and shame should be spoken of him thorough all Christendom, if he should rayse his feld and breke his seage, but he hoped shortly to gayne the towne, and then with triumphal victory, to come to ayde kyng Edward with his whole army : withthys aunswere y lord Scales departed, which onely answere •was comen without any other augmentacion, to all such as kyng Edward sent, to haue the duke to kepe his promes. What" a folye was this in duke Charles, to besege a towne im-pregnable, euen at thesame time when the Englishmen at his request had passed the sea, which thyng all the tyme of his regiment, he had bothe traueled in, and sore requyred, and neuer coulde com passe tyll this season, and also all thinges beyng well disposed for hys purpose, both in Brytayn and in other places, except he more regarded to conquere a new towne, then to defende all his olde possessions and seigniories. But shortly after by the Bishoppe of Koines authorise, lie left Nuyce vnconcmered, but lesyng a great nuber of his people, and the remnaut he sent into Lorayn and Barroys, there to lye and trouble duke Reyner of Lorayn, whiche a littel before had defied hym, lyeng before Nuyce. And lie him self with a small company, came to kyng Edward before Caleys, with whom kyng Edward at the fyrst comming, began somewhat to be grieucci, laiyng to his charge that at hys mocion, request and desyre, he with all hys army had passed the seas onely to the entent with mortal warre, to plague and scourge the proude realme of Fraunce. And that he leuyng all thynges (whiche should molest or trouble the Frenche kyng) a parte, applied hym selfe to matters of •Lorayne, and externe nacions, more then to reuenge the open iniuries to him done by hys neyghbor the Frenche kynge. The duke excused hym selfe with ieoparding the losse of hys honor, if he had returned from Nuyce, and also that of necessitie, he was compelled too leue hys armye in Lorayne, to be reuenged ouer duke Reyner, whiche had hym before Nuyce with spytefull wordes and raylyng termes defied and detested: affirmyng farther, that nowe in the begiaiiynge with a small companye, a great enterprice myght be gayned. In profe wherof he deliuered to the kynge letters of credence, sent from the Constable of 'Fraunce, which willed the king to geue credite and perfait faith to the duke. In makyng relacion of suche secretes as were to hym geuen in charge to declare to the kynges awne •person, fyrste he shewed that all though the Constable had promised to the kyng and the duke, •to reder vp to them the towne of sainct Quintynes, yet it had not come to so good effect, if it had'bene yelded, the duke beynge in Germany, as it now shall, the kynge and the duke beynge bothe personally presente, at the deliucrace. Wherfore he exhorted the kyng to set forward, and to display hys banner, and set forth hys standard. And so by hys mocion, the kyng accompanied with the duke hys armye departed out of Caleys, and passed by Boleyne to Perone, where the Englishmen thought them selfes of the duke, more lyke enemyesthen frendes to be entertayned, for at the 'gates entered but a few that were a ppoynted, the remnant lodged in the feldes, better purueyed of their awne, then of the dukes .prouision. The kyng of England, thinkyng surely, and fyrmely beleuyng that the Constable ment all treuthe, and the soner enduced to that credence because the Constable was great Vncle to the Quene his wyfe, where in very dede, he nothing lesse minded then trouthe, remoued his campe from Peron, the duke of Borgoyn beyng in his army, and marched toward saynct •Quintynes: certayne Englishmen ran before the toune,agaynst whose commyng they thought Jhat the belles should haue ben rong, and tbe gates set open. But vvhe they approched the toune
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 311 toune the artillarie beganne to shote, and they of the toune came out both on fote and horsbacke, and skyrmished with the Englishmen, of whiche two or thre were slayne. This welcome semed very straunge to kyng Edward ponderynge together yestarduyes promise, and two dayes doyng. The duke woulde not that the kyng should desist from bys purpose, because the toune was not yelded at the sight of a handfull of people, whyche thyng he sayd, although the Constable woulde gladly haue done, at the first, but yet he" woulde haue a couler to do it, as thoughe it should appere that he did it by verye conpulsion and force: and therefore, if the kynge woulde make but semblance to besege the toune, he would warrant, that incontinent it should be rendered. The kyn»e of Englande, perceyuynge that he was deluded in his first enterprice, thought it more surer to heare the fayre wordes of the constable, and the duke, then togeue credit to theyrvntrew and disceatfull doynges. The Englishemen returned to theyr campe, very yll content, as I can not blame them murmeryng agaynst the Constable, callynge hym Traytor, periured £ vntrew gentelman. Besyde this angre, ther came the next daye another corsey, that smarted a littell sorer, for duke Charles of Borgoyne, by whose meanes kynge Edward had taken" vpon hym this warre, either perceyued that all the Constables promises were but fayre sunne shynvng, swetely spoken, and sowerly performed, or els he saw that he him selfe lacked men "or money, to procede farther with king Edward in hisiorney: toke hys leue sodaynly of the kyng of Englande, saiynge that he must nectes visile, and se hys armye in liefroys, promisinge shortly with all puissance to returne agayne to the great auantage and comoditie of them bothe, and so in hast departed. This departyng was bothe displeasaunt and straunge to the king of Englande, considering that in hope to haue the duke hys continuall felow in armes, and too haue hys counsayll in the order of hys people (whiche of late had not frequented the warre of Fraunce, nor yet perfidy knewe the force, the agilitie and the maner of the Erenche nacion) had passed the seas, raysed his standard, and by dukes procurement entered into the lande of his enemycs, and nowe to be left alone withoute guyde or leder, without ayde or succor in the middel of hys foes, he could no lesse thynke, but that the duke neither vsed hym lyke a prince nor yet kept hys promes lyke a trewe man, whyche vnstable and dissimulyng workynge, caused, ye, and rather enforced kyng Edtvard, both to thynke that he neuer thought, and to do that he neuer enleded to do. The Englishe men sore murmured against the Constable, and no lesse against the duke, sauyng thei determined, neuer to geue confidece to the Constables wordes, arid greatly doubted, whether thei might geue any credite to the dukes promise. Thus laie thengiishmen in the feldes whe the cold nightes bega to waxe long, without any gain of coquest, which caused the common people, which be not alwaies content with hardnes rather to desire to returne homewarde, then to procede any daies iorney forward. The French kyng whiche was bothe wily & wittie (and especially for his awne purpose) knewc by his espialls, y vntrue refusall made by the Constable, the vnfrendly departyng of the Duke of Burgoyne, and the daily murmuryng of thenglishemen, against them bothe, wherfore he thought nowe, that it was verie expedient, to folow-e the counsaill of the Englishe Herault, in sendyng for a saueconduile, for metyng of Ambassadors, to common of a treatie, if it might be well compassed. But yet to auoyde all doubles, he reised an armie, and the more he perceiued, the power of his enemies to encrease, the more he studied, how by power to resist them, and ouer that armie he made capitain, Monsire Robert de Estoteuile a valiaunt man, whom, he sent into Artoys, to defende the Frountiers there, against the kyng of Englandes entree and inuacions : and he liimself taried still at Senlis. The Frenche kyng beyng thus pi iui.lie desirous of peace, although, he outwardly shewed the countenaunce of Mars: mcanyng quietnes, and setlyng furthe warre, caused a varlet to be subornated, in a cote armure of Frauce (whiche for hast, was made of a trupet banner) because king Lewes was not muche.desi--- • rous, nor greatly passed on honor, and seldome had in his Courte, either officer of Armes orTrompet: which varlet was well animated, and no less instructed, how to doJiis message (whiche was deliuered to hym in writyng) bothe with a bolde countenaunce, and a .sober demeanure. This couterfeight Herault, although he was but a verlet in dede, was bothe.
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    $12 THE. X1IIJ. YERE OF botlie wittie and well spoken, and so rode in sad maner, nere to the Englishe army, and there put on his cote of Armes. The Englishe outskourers perceiuyng by his cote, that he was an officer of armes, gently saluted hytn, and enquired of hym, whether his iorney laie : lie sadly answered, that his message was from the French king, to the kyng of Englande. Then was he conueighed to the tent, where the Lorde Haward, and the Lorde Stanley, with other were at dinner, where he was highly entertaigned, and no lesse welcomed. And after dinner, he was brought before the kyng, in whose presence, with a bold audacitie, and no fearful speche, he declared first his credence, because he was an officer of armes (to whom, credite by the lawe of all nacions, ought to be geuen) and secondarely, he published the thynges, to hym geuen in charge and commaundement, saiyng : Right high & mightie prince right puyssaunt and noble kyng, if your excellent wisedo did perfectly knowe, or your high knowledge did apparantly perceiue: what inward afteccion, and feruent desire, the kyng my Master hath alwaies had, to haue a perfecte peace, a sure vnitie, and a fraternall concord, betwene your noble persone, and your Realme, and his honorable personage, and his Dominions, you would (and fpr truthes sake) should confesse and saie, that neuer Christian Prince, more thrusted for an amitie, nor yet no louer hath more sought, to attain to the fauor of his paramor, then he hath soughte to haue with you a perpetuall frendship, amitie, and alliance: to the intent that the subiectes of bothe the realmes, quietly liuyng vnder two princes confederate and combined together, in an indissoluble confederacie and league, niaie mutually embrace eche other in their hartes, maie personally haue resort, and frequent eche . others princes territories and dominions, with their Merchaundises and wares: And finally, the one to Hue with the other, as frende with frende, brother with brother, compaignion with •compaignion, in continual! loue, reste, and tranquilitie. And for his parte he dooth affirmeand saie, that sithe he receined lirste the Croune of his kingdom, and was annoynted with the holy Ampulle, he neuer attempted, nor yet once imagined, any warre or thyng preiudicial toward your royall persone, your realme, or your people. If you peraduenture will saie, that he supported, and maintained the Erie of Warwicke, against your maiestie, he surely that dooth and will denie: For he aided hym against the Duke of Burgoyne, whom, he knewe not onely to be his extreme encmie, but also to laie in waite, bothe by sea and land either to take hym, or vtterly to destroye hym. Whiche Duke of Burgoyne, onely for his awne cause, hath excited andsollicited your highnes, to come ouer the troubelous and tempestious seas, to the intent to cause (yea, in maner to compell) the kyng my Master, to condescende to suche treatie and appoyntment, as should be to his onely profile, and neither to your honor, nor yet to your gain. For if he and such other, as daily flatered hym for their peculier profiles (as he had many in deede, that daily sucked at his elbovve) had once obteined the thyng, that thei breathed for, all your affaires wer put in obliuion, and lefte at large for them, or their assislence, euen as thei be at this daie. Hath not the Duke of Burgoyn caused you, first to come into Fraunce: after to set forward your armie, and incdclusion, for lake of his promise, to lese the faire season of the yere, and to lye in the feldes in Winter? Whiche warre, if it cotinue, shall neither be profitable to you, nor yet your pobilitie, nor yet pleasaunte, but painfull to your commonaltie: And finally to bothe the realmes, aiad especially to merchaunt mcnne, shall bryng bothe misery, pouertie, and calaiiiitie. Came the Duke of Burgoyne from Nuce to Caleis, onely to visile your Rode he all that poste haste, onely to blynde you? Returned he backe into Loraync again for any •cause, but onely to leue you desolate, and to abandon you? Did he or the Constable kepe any one promise with you? Why do you then beleue & yet still trust them in whom, you neuer found faithe nor fidelkie? But if God will it so ordain, that you and my master, maie ioye in a league and amitie, I dare bothe saie and swere, that the fine steie neuer cleued luster to the Adamant stone, then he will sticke and claspe with you, bothe in wealthe and woo, in prosperitie and aduersitie: And if it shall please you, to harken to any reasonable treatie, 1 beyng a poore man, shall on ieoperdie of my life (whiche is my chief treasure) i-udertake, that this communication shall sorte and come to suche an effecte, that bothe you •''1'"
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 31S •and your nobilitie shalbe glad and reioyse, and your commons, shal be contented and pleased, and they that liaue deceiuedyou, shalbe bothe abashed and ashamed: Moste humbly besechyng your highnes, if your pleasure shal encline this waie, that I male haue a sure saue conduite, for one hundred horses, for suche personages as the kyng my Master, shall send tt» you with farther intimacion of his mynd and purpose. And if your pleasure shalbe, to haue the communicatio in anyplace, indifferent betwene bothe tharmies, then I shall warraunt you a like saueconduite for your men, as you do sende for cures. When he had accomplished his message and instruccions, the kyng of Englande and his counsaill, highly commended his audacitie, his toungue, and his sobernes, geuyng to him in reward, a faire gylte cuppt!, with a hundred angelles: deliueryng hym a saueconduite, accordyng to his request and demaunde, with the whiche, he with spede departed, hauyng with him an English herault, to bryng a like sauecoduite, from the Frenche kyng. After both the Princes had maturely consulted on this matter, and that the saueconduites, were deliuered on bothe paries: The ambassadors mette, at a village beside Amias, where were sent by the kyng of England, the Lorde Haward, sir Thomas Sentliger, Doctor Morton, after Chauncelcr of England. For the Frenche kyng wer sent, the Bastarde of Burbon, Admirall of Fraunce, the Lorde of sainct Pierre, the Bushop of Eureux called Heberge. It nrmie of some be not a litle marueiled at, why the French king thus labored, and sought for peace, and did make so humble, and large offers as he did: But if thei considred in what case, the realme of Frauce stode in, at that tyme hauyng the kyng of Englande, the Duke of Burgoyne, the Duke of Britayne, their enemies, and all furnished to set vpon them at one instaunt: They maie saie, that the Frenche kyng was bothe wise and circumspecte, to humble hymself for auantage, or els if God had not holpen, the realme of Fraunce had been troubled, and tossed in greate ieoperdie, and daungerous extremitie. The Ambassadors met at the place appoynted, the Englishe menne demaunded, the whole realme of Fraunce, or at the least Normandy, and whole Aquitaine, the allegacions were well proued by the Englishmen, and pollitiquely defended by the Frenche men, so that with argumentes, without conclusi5 the daie passed, and the Commissioners departed, and made relacion to their Masters. The Frenche kyng and his counsaill, would in no wise consent, that the kyng of England, should haue any parle, or pareell of lande, within the realme of Fraunce: but rather fully determined, to put hymself and his whole realme, in hazard and aduenture: so lothe, ye more aferde, then lothe, he was to haue the Englishmen, to be his next neighbors. The commissioners at the next metyng, concluded and agreed certain articles, which were by bothe the Princes, accepted and allowed. It was first couenauted and agreed, that the French kyng should paie to the kyng of England without delaie. Ixxv. M. Crounes of the sunne, and yerely. 1. M. crounes, to be paied at London, duryng kyng Edwardes life. And farther it was agreed, y Charles the Dolphyn should mary the lady Elizabeth, eldest daughter to kyng Edward, & thei twoo to haue for the mainteinaunce of their estates, thewhole Duchie of Guyen or els. 1. M. crounes, yerely to be persolued & paied within the toure of London, by the space of. ix. yeres: and at the end of thesaied terme. The dolphin & his dolphines, peaceably toenioy the whole duchie of Guyen and of that charge the French kyng, against the kyng of England, then to be clerely exonerate. And further it was a greed & appointed, that the. ii. princes, bothe for thencreace of loue, £ for the continuaunce of amitie should enteruew eche other, in some place moste expedient, & mete for so greate a purpose: & after their metyng, eche of the to take a corporal othc in presence of t hot her. This peac0 to endure. Ix. yeres betwene bothe the realmes, iuuiolate to obserue & kepe al thynges coeluded, agreed & appoynted, & on the kyng of Englandes part, wer coprised as allies in ti»e league, the dukes of Burgoyn & Britain, if thei would assent. And y after y whole some aforsaid, was to kyng Edward paied: he should league in hostage the lorde Haward, & sir Iho Cheyney Master of his horses, til he with all his army, was passed ouer the sea. This peace much reioysed the French -kyng, to who, nothing could be either more pleasaunt, or more exceptable, then to haue .ihenglishaic in short space (how shortly he cared not) cleiely S s auoyded,
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    314 THE. XIIIJ. YERE OF auovded, & transported out of his realme: immaginyng euer that by their tariyng, thei would so like the holesome & sweteaire of his fruitfull country, that a greate notnber would be cotinually sicke & vexed till thei returned, & sought for their health in thesame delicious climate again, wherfore to rid the with alHiastie spede, he borowed ysaid some of. Ixxv. M. crounes, of euery man that might lend a porcion. King Edward likewise, although he was of puissance strong inough, to acheue a great enterprise on his enemies, & farther incoraged, because he was renomed for f famous actes, by him before tyme perpetrated, & brought to passe, in so many battailes. Desiryng also, rather to haue war, with the Freeh nacion bcyng the old & auncient enemie, to thenglishe name & bloud, yet when he called to his remembraunce, that the ciuill warre, had so exhausted and consumed his substaunce and treasure, that if vrgent necessitie should expostulate, he wer of scant abilitie, to conscribe and set furthe a newe armie: knowyng his treasorie at home, to be so voyde and faint, that it was not able, long to wage his souldiors, thought it both reasonable and profitable, to obeye to necessitie, and to abstein from battail seyng bothe honorable offers, to him obleted and agiementes of auantage to hym mocioned. Consideryng chiefly beside all this, that neither the Duke of Burgoyne, nor the Constable of Fraunce, did, nor would obserue or performs the promises by them made and sworne. Wherupo he and the moste of his counsaill, (and specially suche as loued better peace then warre, & their wifes soft beddes, better then hard harnesse, or a stony lodgyng) agreed to this conclusion and concord.. But the duke of Gloucester and other to whom the French nacion, was more odious then a tode, whose swordes thrusted for French bloud, detested, abhorred, and cried out on this peace, saiyng : that alt their trauaill, pain, and expences, wer to their shame loste and employed, and nothyng gained but a continuall mocke, and daily derision of the Frenche kyng, & all his minions: this immaginacion tooke effecte without delaie. For a gentle manne of the Frenche kynges chamber, after the peace was concluded, did demaunde of an Englishman how many battailles kyng Edward had vanquished, and he answered, nyne : wherein he hymself, personally had been. A greate honor, saied the Frenche man, but I praie you qh he, smilyng: How many hath he lost, the Englishman perceiuyng what he ment, saied : one whiche you by pollicie, and by no strength haue caused hym to lese. Well said the Frenche manne, you may ponder in a paire of balace, the gain of the nyne gotten battailes, and the rebuke of this one in this maner loste : for I tell you, that wee haue this saiyng, the force of England hath and doth, surmount the force of Fraunce : but the engenious witte of the Frenche men, excelt the dull braynes of Englishmen. For in all battailes you haue been the gayners, but in leagues and treaties, our wittes haue made you losers: so that you may content your selfes, with the losse in treaties, for the spoyle that you gatte, in warres and baltailes. This comunicacion was reported to the French kyng, whiche priuily sent for the Englishman to supper, and not onely made him goode chere, but also gaue hym a thousande Crounes, to praise the peace and to helpe to maintain thesame: yet neuerthelesse, he beyng not a little moued with these bragges, declared all the communicacion to the duke of Gloucester, which sware that he would neuer haue sette foote out of Englande, if he had not thought, to haue made the Frenchmen, once to assaied the strength and puyssaunce, of the Englishmen: but whatsoeuer he thought, all thynges wer transmuted, into another kynde, then he could immagin. The Duke of Burgoyne beyng entbrmed, that there was a peace entreatyng, betwene the two kynges: came in no small hast from Luxenborough, onely accompaignied by sixtene horses, into the kyng of Englades lodgyng, wherof, the kyng beyng not a litle abashed seyng bothe his sodain commyng, and his fierse countenaunce, like one that would rather bite then whyne, demaunded of him the cause of his so sodain commyng. The Duke sharply answered, to knowe whether he had, either entered into any communicacio, or onely had absolutely concluded a peace, betwene the Frenche kyng and him. Kyng Edward declared, how that for sondery. and diuerse greate and vrgent causes, touchyng aswell the vniuersall publique wealth, of the whole Christianitie as their awne priuate comuioditie, and the quietnes of their realmes, he and the French kyng, had concluded a peace and amitie, for terme of.
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. Ill J. 315 of. ix. yeres, in the whiche were comprised, as felowes and frendes, bothe he and the Duke of Britayne, requiryng him to condiscende, atid agree to thesame. Oh Lorde, Oh sainct Gecrpe, q" the Duke of Burgoyne, haue you thus dooen in deedc: Haue you passed the seas, entered into Fraunce and without killyng of a pore flie, or buruyng of a se!y shepe cote, and haue taken a shamefull truce: Did your noble auncester, kyng Edward the thirde euer make annie into Fraunce (as he made many) in the which, he did not either gain victory in battail, or profile in conqueryng, cities, tounes, and countreys. That victorious prince, as nere « •• » /• r* I ••• 1 »» 1 I ' .. I _ ' 1 . and neuer would either commen, or agree to any league, till he had the whole Realme of Fraunce offered hym, and was thereof made, Regent and heire apparat and you without any thyng dooyng, or any honor or profile gainyng, haue condiscended to a peace, bothe as honorable, and as profitable to you, as a Pesecode, and not so wholesome as a Pomegranate: thynke you lhat I either moued you, or once entised you, to take this iorney for my peculier aduauntage, or comoditie (whiche of my power arn able, to reuenge mine awne causes, without help of other) but onely to haue you recouer, your old rightes & possessions, whiche wer fro you, bolh torciously & wrongfully with holden. And to thintent that you shall knowe, that I haue no nede of your aide, I will neither enter into your league, nor take truce with the Frenche kyng, till you bee passed the sea, and haue been there three monethes. When Duke Charles had said, he furiously threwe doune his chayer, and would haue departed. But the kyng hym staled and saied: Brother Charles, sith you haue spoken at leaser, what you would, you muste and shall, heare again, whal you would nol : And first as concernyng our entery into Fraunce, no manne liuyng knoweth that occasion, neither so well, nor halh cause halfe so well, to remembre it as you: For if you haue not fully, put your greatest, thynges, to be had in memorie, in your boxe of obliuion, you be not yet out of mynde, how the Frenche kyng, for all your power, tooke from you the faire toune of Amias, and the strong Pile of. S. Quintynes, with diuerse other tounes, which you neither durst, nor yet were able, either lo rescowe or defende. Silh whiche tyme, how he hath plagued you, how he hath taken from you your frendes, yea, of your priuie chamber, and secrete counsaill (by whom all youre secretes, bee to hym reueled and made open) you knowe or haue better cause to remembre, and not to forget them. And when you determined, to besiege the toune of Nuce, you thought youre self, in a greate double, whether you should lease more at home, by your absence, (the Frenche kyng dremyng, and wailyng like a Foxe for his praie) or els gain more in Germany, by your power and presence, and to kepe ihe wolfe from the folde, that is the Frenche kynge, from your Castels and dominions, was the chiefe and principal! cause, why you so fayre prayed me, so sore laboured and enlyced me. to passe ouer the sea, promisynge mountaynes of golde, whiche turned into snowe, and wasted to water, boastynge and crakynge to sende horsemen and fotemen, and yet shewinge neither lackey nor page. If we hadde made our enterprice for oure selfe soly, and in our awne quarell thynke you that we woulde haue expected your commynge. If the aduenture hadde bene for to haue recouered our ryghte, imagyn you y we woulde haue passed the sea so slenderly, as we did lokynge for your ayde? Nay, nay, you should haue well knowen, if we had intended a conquest, that we woulde haue so strongly inuaded, & set on the Realme of Fraunce, y what with sauor of burnynge of townes, and infeccion of the ayre, corrupted by the multitude of dead carcases of our slayne enemyes, youre countreys of Flaunders and Brabant should haue had causes inough to wonder at, trusting that, that which we had gotten, we would haue kept aswell as any of our auncetours haue done : .but because the very, occasion of the warre was yours, and thai you wilfully (I will not saye cowardly) did not prosecute thesame, the Frenche kynge, whiche neuer offended me nor my subiectes (except in nmynteininge the erle of Warwycke, for the displeasure that you bare hym agaynste me), offered me, beyng destitute of all your succour and ayde, bothe honorable and honest ouer-: S s 2 tures
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    THE. XIIIJ. YERE OF tures of peace, which offers I was in manor enforced, by very reason to cnclync to and to accent & so haue concluded a truce, whiche God' willyng I will bothe ke|>e & oteerue. God sende you ioy quod the duke, & sodaynly toke his horse & rode agayn to Luxenborou.'h After this day the kyng and the duke, neuer loued, nor neuer saw eche other, such is the end of vntrustynes & promisbrekyng. If the duke of Burgoyn were angry wlie* he hard how this peace was in communicacio much more angry was the Constable ot l
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. nu. who thought hio> selfe now to be in great suertye of hys estate, when in dede he was neuer so ne re his falle and perdicion: Estemyng the duke of Burgoyn to be his assured frsnde, whiche liated hym more then a Panym, or a Turbo,- accomptyng also the French kyng to haue noyll suspicion in hym, whiche neither trusted nor yet beleued any worde, writyng or message that was either writen or sent from him : Such ende hath all dissimulacion, such frute springeth of double, dealing & crafty coueyeng: for if either y Costable had bene faithful! to the kyng his master, as of bounden duetye & allegeaunce he ought to be, or els had kept his proines, made to y king of England & duke of Burgoyn, and not dalied £ dissimuled with the, he had surely in his extreinitie bene ayded, succored & coibrted of one of these thre at the lest, where now he was of al thre forsake, & yet not forsaken, but sought for, looked for, & watched for, not for his profit or promocion, but for hys vndoingand destruccio: Now letvs leauc of the Ci^table, and returne to the coclusion of the peace. When all thinges were appointed, wryten & established, the peace was proclayvned in bothethe campes, and the kyng of England, the soner to- consumate the amitie by othe as it wasagreed; came within halfe a leageof Ainyas, where the French kyng was, which to thentent to obteyne the more fauor of Thf'glishmen, sent, into their army a. C. Cartes, loden with wyne, y best that might begotten. And farther,, because the Englishmen resorted to the town of Amyas, botli for their pastime & business> he ordeined at y very entrie of the gate of the town two great & long tables, to beset on euery syde of the strcat, where the Englishmen should passe, & euery table was abundantly furnished with all sortes of delicate viand, & especially of such as would prouoke an appetite to drynke, there lacked no wyne' of no sorte, seruitours were redy to serue and -minister al thinges necessary. And farther to accompany & familierly to entertaync the English naci5 at euery table were apoynled. v. or vj. gentehncn, of the beste compaignions of the whole coutray, not only to se them, berued without lackyn but also to drynke and make good chere, and kepe -company with them, and euer as they entered into the towne, they were taken by the brydels and ia maner enforced to drynke, wheresocuer they came they payed no money, but were set scotfree, which chere lasted, iii. or. iiii. dayes, to the French kynges cost, and in conclusion to his no small vnquietinge. For one day there entered into the towne of Amyas. ix.AI. Englishmen, wel armed, so that no Frcchmcn durst once forbid them to eritre, their occasion of entrryng into the tonne wusonely to refreshe them, and to bye thinges necessary for their businesses and affayrcs. When the Frenche kyng was therof enformed, he was somwhafc vexed & more amascd, fearing either the losse of his toune, or hurt of his people: Ue sent to Thenglish capitaynes, requiryng them to withdraw their souldiers to theyr Cunope, the capitaynes performed the kynges desyre, as much as in the lay, but if they sent out xx, ten came backe agavne, and brought more copany with them. The French kvng sent Monsier de Guye, Marshall of France, & other into the toune to se the Englishint-s behaneour, tliey founde some drinkyng, some singing, & some slepyng, so that they might per» ceyue, that they meant neither disceat nor vntreulh : yet the Frenche kyng, which of his nature was very suspicious, & especially toward the Englishmen, came to the gate of Amyas, strongly accopaignied, & caused. iij.C. men of artnes to be kept secretly in their capitaynes houses, & other copaigny he set on the portall, where y Englishme entered, a smal number God wot, to haue resisted the great company of Englishmen if* they had either entcded any thing toward y French kyng or his toune. The kyng of Englad was priuilie enformed of y Freeh kinges, doubtfull imaginacion & vntrew suspicio, wherfore he sent worde to him that he should make a Proclamacion, that no Englishma . should entre into the toune vpon a peyne. The Freeh kyng made answere, that it neither stode with his honor, nor yet with any princely humanitie, y he should forbid his frendes (as he called them) to take their pleasure in his toune but if it might please the>kyng of Englad, to apoint certain of the yome of his Croune, to stand at the gate, & to npoynti not onely who shoulde enter, but also the number of theim, he thought that this moderacion should be both suerty & pleasure to both the parties. Wkich request the kyng ofEnglund
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    318 THE. XIII J. YERE OF England with quicke spede, caused to be performed to y great quietnes of the French kyn£ & his cousaiil, casting farther periles then reason then required. You, haue still in your  ^ __ syr lord Borichace, & the lord of ArgentS. Whe they had vewed the Ryuer, they agreed the most conuenient & surest place to be at Pycquegnye, on the water of Some. iii. leagues fro Amyas. The toune standeth lowe, and the Ilyuer passeth thorough. On that side y the French kyng should come, the coutrey fayre & open, and so likewise the other parte was very pleasaunt : but towarde the Ryuer, ther was a Cawsey of. ii. arow shot in legth, which was enuyroned with marshes surely it was a daungerous passage to conueye a Prince in a straunge Ilealme, by such a strayte, if the Frenche men had ment any fraude, but verely the kyng of England had so great trust £ confidece in the honor £ promise of the French kyng & his nobilitie, that he would vpon their assurance aduentured farther then this, if his will might haue ben performed. Then it was cocluded by these, iiii. commissioners, that a large bridge should be made ouer the Ryuer of Some, in the middel of which bridge was made a great strog grate of tymber, like to the grate where the Lyons bekept, the holes of which grate did extende into no longer quantitie, then., that a man myght easely put thorough his arme, which bridge was made & couered with hordes, onely to kepe of the wether, so that vnder the couerture, there might stand, xii. persons on euery syde of the grate whiche extended from the one syde of the bridge, euen directly to the other, so y there was no way for one Prince to come to the other (as was in the grate, where Ihon duke of Burgoyn was slayn) & ouer the Ryuer was only one fery bote. When the bridge & all other thynges necessary were ended & performed for so great a purpose, and well & diligently vewed on bothe the sydes, there were appointed, xii. noble personages, to be attendant on euery Prince to the barres, &. iiii. Englishmen were assigned to stand with the Freeh men on the bridge, to se their doyng and bchauoure, & likewyse. iiii. Frenchme were limitted to y Englishmen for that same cause and pollicie. At the day appoyncted, which was the. xxxi. day of August, in the yere of Christes blessed incarnacion M.cccc.lxxv. eche kynge approched the Ryuer syde with his army, so y eche army might se other. The Frenchmen say & wvite, that the army of the Englishmen, was greater and muche fayrer then their battayll, but they excuse it (in this cace as they do in all other) saiyng that the fourth parte of their army was lacking, you may allow their excuse if it please you. When the token of meting by the shot of the Artilerie was knoweri, the French kyng with. xii. noble men entered the bridge, £ came to the closure, with whom was Ihon duke of Burbon, and the Cardinal hys brother, a prelate, more mete for a ladyes carpet, then for an Ecclesiasticall pulpet & x. other emongest whome the lorde of Argenton was in like disguised apparell, as the Freeh kyng ware; for so was his pleasure that day to haue hym adourned. The kynge of Englande came all alonge the causey that I haue spoken of well accopaignied, that he fcemed well to be a kyng, & with him was his brother the duke of Clarece the erle of Northumberland, the bishop of Elye hys Chanceler, the lord Hastynges his Chamberlayn, &. viii. other lordes. Kyng Edward, &. iiii. other were appareled'in clothe of golde'frised, hauinge on his bonet. of blacke weluet a floure delyce of golcle, set with very ryche and orient stoaes, he was a goodly fayre & a beautefull Prince, beginninge a littel to growe in flesh, and when he approched nere the grate, he toke of hys cappe, and made a low and solempne obeysance: the French kyng made to hym an humble reuerence, but after his fashion somwhat homely. Kyng Lewes etnbrased kyng Edward thorough the barriers saiynge: Cosyn you b.e right hartely welcome into these" parties, assuring you y there is no man in the world y I haue more desired to se £ speke with, the with you, £ now lauded be Almigluie God, we be here mette together for a good & Godly purpose, wherof I double not, but y we shall haue cause to reioyce. The kyng of England hym thanked and answered
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 315 swered to hys wordes so soberly, so granely, and so princely, that the Frenctime their at not a littell mused. The Chanceler of England made there asolempne oracion, in laude & prayse of peace, concluding on a prophecie, y sayd that at Pycquegny should be concluded a peace, bothe honorable & profitable to the Realmes of Englad & Fraiice. Then the Chaceler opened the letters of both their agremetes to the treatie, demadyng of the if they tlierewith were contented, they answered ye, theneche Prince laved his right hand on fy Missal, & his left hand on the holy Crosse, & toke there a solepne othe, to obserue and kepe the treatie of the truce for. ix. yeres cdcluded betwene them, with all their confederates and alies coprised, mencioned and specefied in thesame, and farther to aceoplishe the manage of their chylderne, with all thinges theron depending, according as it was agreed & concluded betwene their Ambassadors, whe the othe was take & sworne, the French kyng sayd merily to kyng Edward, brother, if you will take peyn to come to Parys you shall be feasted and entertayned with ladies, & I shall apoyntyou the Cardinall of Burbon for your confessor, which shall gladly assoyle you of suche synnes, if any be committed. The kyng of England toke these wordes pleasauntly and thankefully, for he was enformed that the Cardinall was a good compaignion, & a Chaplayne mete for such a dalyeng pastyme. When thys communicacion was merily ended, the Fre'nch kyng, entendynge to shew hym selfe lyke a Master emongest hys seruauntes, made all hys compaigny to draw backe from hym, meanyng to comon wyth the kyng of England secretly, the Englishmen withdrew them without any oommaundemet, then the two kynges commoned alone secretly, I thynke not to the profile of the Constable of Fraunce. The French kyng demaunded of kyng Edward, whether the duke of Burgoyn would accept the truce, Kynge Edwarde answered that he wotilde once agayne make an offer, and then vpon the refusall, he would referre and report the treuth to them bothe. Then kyng Lewes began to speake of the duke of Britayn, whome he would fayne haue excepted out of the leage. To whom the kyng of England answered: Brother I requyre you to moue no warre to the duke of Britayne, for on my fidelitie, in the tyme of my nede and aduersitie, I neuer found a more frendlye sure and stedfast louer then he. Then kyng Lewes called his copaignye again, & with most lowly & amiable commendaeions, toke his leue of the kyng of Englad, speaking certayn frendly wordes to euery Englishma. Kyng Edward doyng lykewise to the Frechme, then both at one time departed fro the barriers & mounted on horsebacke, and departed the French kyng to Amyas, & kyng Edward to his army, to whome was sent out of the French kynges house all thynges necessarie for a Prince, in so muche y neither Torches norTorchettes lacked vnsent. When the French kyng was departed from Picquegny, he called to him the lord of Argento sayeng, by 5" peace of God, the kyng of England is an amorous & a fayre prince, he at the first becke woulde gladly se Parys, where he might fortune to fynde such pleasauntor talkatyue Dames, which with fayre woordes, and pleasaunt pastymes myght so alure hym to their fantasies, that it might brede an occasion in him to come ouer the sea agayne, whiche I would not gladly se, for his progenitors haue ben to long and too often bothe in Parys and Normandye (on this syde the sea) therfore I loue neither his sight nor his copany, but when he is at home, I loue hym as my brother, and take hym as my frende. The Frenche kyng after this departyng. sore desirous to make warre on the Duke of Britayne, whiche he could not do, except he were left out of the treatie, wherfore he sent the lorde of Bouchage, and the lord of. S. Pierre, to the kyng of Englande, entrealyng hym by all waies and mocions possible, to leaue the duke of Britayn lor his alie, and not to haue hym comprehended in the league: the kyng of England hearing the so seriously and so feruently, speake against the Duke of Britayn, witli an earnest countenaunce answered, saiyng: My Lorries I assure you, if I wer peaceably at home in my realme, yet for the defence of the Duke of Britayn and his countrey, I would passe the seas again, against all the that either would do him iniurie, or make warre vpon hym: the Frenche Lordes nothyng farther saiyng, muche marueiled why the kyng of Englande, so surely daue 4 to.
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    32rt THE. XIIIJ. YERE OF to the Duke of Britayncs partie. But they knew not (or els at -the least remembred not) that Henry Erie of Richenionde, was within the power and dominion, of the Duke of Lntavne whom kyn* Edwardes phanteasie euer gaue hym, would make once a title to the Croune of England, as ncKt heire to the house of Lancastre: For he knewe well, that if the Duke of Bntayne, would transporte hym into England, where he had bothe kynsfolke and frendes, with neuer so small an aide (yea, although it wcr hut a shadow of an army) -then were he enforced, newly to begin again a conquest, as though he had neuer wonne the Croune, nor obteigned the possession of the Kealme, which.was the verie cause, why he stacke so sore, on the Duke of Britaynes part. Thesame night the lordes returned to Annas, and reported to their Master kyng Edwardes answere, which therwith, was not the best pleased, but pleasure or displeasure, there was no remedy, but to dissimule the matter. This same night also, there came the lorde Haward, and twoo other of the kyng of En»-lade3 counsaill, which had been coadjutors toward the peace, to the Frenche kyng ,to supper. The lorde Haward said to the Frenche kyng, secretly in bis eare, that if it sloode with his pleasure, he could perswade the kyng of Englande, to come to Amias, yea, perauenture as farre as Paris, familierly and frendly, to solace hymself with hym, as his truslie frende and faithful! brother. The Frenche kyng, to whom this motion was nothyng pleasaunt, .callyng for water, washed and rose without any answere makyng: but he saied to one of his counsaill, that he imagined in his awne conceipt, that this request would bee made: the Englishe menne began again, to common of that matter, the Frenche men pol.litiqueiy brake their communication, saiyng: that the kyng with all celeiitie, must marche forward, against the duke of L'urgoyn. Although this motion seined, onely for to encrease loue° and continuall amide betwene the Princes, yet the Frenchmen hauyng, in their perfecte remembraunce, the innumerable damages and hurtes, whiche they of late daies, had susteined by the Englishu nation: whereby, continual hatred encfeased, against them in Fran nee, thought by pollicy and wisedom, with faire woordes, and frendly countinaunce, to put by this request, and to motion them rather, to departe homeward, then to pricke them forward to Paris, where peraduenture, they might so be entertained at this tyrne, -that. they would at another come thether, bothe vndesired and vnwclcomed. This peace was said to be made, onely by the holy ghoste, because that on the daie of metyng, a white Doue satte on the -very toppe, of the kyng of Englandes tent: whether she sat there to drie her, or came thether as a token, geuen by God, I referre it to your iudgemente. At this treatie and metyng, was not the Duke of Gloucester, nor other lordes, which were not content with this truce, but the Duke came afterwarde to Amias, with diuerse other Lordes of Englande, to the Frenche kyng, whiche, bothe highly feasted them, and also presented •them with plate and horses, well garnished. Kyng Lewes consideryng, what gain the EngJishemen had gotten, .by makyng warre in Fraunce, and what miserie, what calamitie, and •what pouertie, the French nacio had suffered, and many yeres susteined, by reason of the said warres, determined clerely, rattier to pacific and entertain the Englishe nation, by faire wordes, and great rewardes (although it wer to his great charge) then by to inuche hardincs, to put hymself, his nobilitie and rcalme in a hasard, by geuyng them battaill, as his predecessors, had vn wisely doen at Potiers, and at Agyncour.t, wherfore, to hye peace, he granted to 'kyng Edwarde, for a yerely tribute. L. M. Crouties, to be paied at London, whiche, accoumptyng a croune at. iiii. s. amounteth to. x. M. L. And to haue 'the fanor and good will, of his chief counsailers, he gaue greate -pencions, amountyng to the some of. xvi. M. Crounes ayere, that is to saie: to hisChauncellor, to the Lorde llasctynges, his chief t^hatnberlein, a man of no lesse vvitte then -vertue, and of greate aticth«.ritie with his Master, and that not without a cause: for he had aswell in tyme of aduersitie, as in the faire flateryng worlde, well and truely seruecl hym, and to the Lorde Hawarde, te -air Thomas Mountgomerie, to sir Thomas Setliger, -to sir Ihon Cheiney, Master of the Jiynges horses, to the Marques Dorset, sonne to the Quene, and diuerse other, he gaue

  

  
    Page 330
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.46% accurate
    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 3C1 great & liberal rewardes, to thintent to kepe hymself, in amitie with England while he wan nc and obteined liis purpose and desire in other places. These persones had geuen to them great giftes, beside yercly pencions : For Argenton his counsailer affirmetli of his a\vne knowledge, that the lorde Haward, had in le^se then the terme of twoo yeres, for rewarde in money and plate, xxiiii. M. Crounes, and at tin; tyme of this nictyug, he gaue to the Lorde Hastynges, the kynges chief Chamberlain, as 1'Venchmen write, a hundered markes of siluer, made in plate, whereof euery niarke is, viii. ounces sterlyng, but thenglish writers affirme, that he gaue thesaid Lorde Hastynges. xxiiii. doosen boulles, that is to sale, xii. dosen gilte, and. xii. dosen vngilte, euery cuppe waiyng. xvii. nobles, whiche gifte, either betokened in hym, a greate liberal! nature, or els a greate and especiall confidence, that he had in thesaid Lorde Chamberlain. Beside this, he gaue hym yerely, twoo thousand Crounes pencio, the whiche some he sent to hym, by Piers CJeret, one of the Masters of his house, geuyng hym in charge, to receiue of hym an acquitaunce, for the receipt of the same pencion, to thintent that it should appere, in tyme to come, that the Chauncellor, Chamberlain, Admirall, Masters of the horses, to the kyng of Englande, and many other of his Counsaill, had been in fee and pencionaries, of the French kyng, whose yerely acquitaunces (the lorde Hastynges oncly except) remain of recorde to be shewed, in the Chamber of accomptes, in the palaice of Paris. Whe Piers Clerethad paied the pencion, to the lorde Hastynges, he gently demanded of hym an acquitaunce, for his discharge, whiche request when he denied, he then onely required of liyrn, a letter of three lines, to bee directed to the kyng, testifiyng the reccipte of the pencion, to the intent that the kyng your Master, should not thinke, the pecio to be imbesiled. The lorde Hastynges although he knewe, that Piers demaunded notbyng but reason, answered him: sir this gift cometh onely, of the liberall pleasure of the kyng your Master, and not of my request: if it be his determinate will, that I shall haue it, then putte you it into my sleue, and if not, I praie you render to him his gifte again: For neither he nor yon, shall haue either letter, acquitaunce, or scrowe, signed with my hande, of the receipte of any pencion to thintent to bragge another day, that the kynges Chamberlain of Englatide, hath been pencionary, with the Frenche kyng, and shewe his acquitaunce, in the Chamber of accomptes, to his dishonor. Piers left his money behynd, and made relacion of all thinges to his Master, which, although that he had not his will, yet he much more praised the wisedom, and pollicie of the Lorde Hastynges, then of the other pencionaries, commaundyng hym yerely to bee paied, without any discharge demaundyng. When the kyng of Englande, had receiued his tribute, and his nobilitie their rewardes, of the Frenche kyng: he trussed vp his tentes, and laded all his bagage, and departed toward Caleis, but or he came there, he remembering the craftie dissimulacion, and the vntrue dealyng, of Lewes Erie of. S. Pole, high Constable of Fraunce, entending to declare hym, to the French kyng, in his verie true likenes and portrature: sent vnto hym twoo letters of credence, written by thesaied Constable, with the true report, of all suche woordes and messages, as had been to hym sent, and declared by thesaied Constable and his Ambassadours, whiche letters, the Frenche kyng gladly receiued, and thankfully accepted, as the chief instrument, to bryng the Constable to his death : which he escaped no long season after, suche is the ende of dissimulers. When kyng Edward was come to Caleis, and had set all thynges in an ordre, he toke shippe, and sailed with a prosperous wynde, into Englande, and was receiued by the Maior of London, and the Magistrates clad in scarlet, and. v. C. comoners, appareled in Murrey, the. xxviii. daie of Septetnbre, in the. xiiii. yere of his reigne, vpon Blacke Heathe, and so conueighed with greate triumph, through the citie of Westminster, where after his long labor, he reposed hymself a while : euery daie almoste, talkyng with the Quene his wife, of the mariage of his daughter, whom, he caused to be called Dolphenesse: thynkyng nothyng surer, then that mariage to take effects, accordyng to the treatie. The T t hope
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    322 THE. XV. YERE OF hope of whiche manage, caused hyra to dissimule, and do thynges, whiche afterward chaunsed,. greatly to the Frenche kynges profile, & smally to his. ' When kvn" Edwarde was arriued in England*, the trenche Ivyng, thynkyng by no meane possible, to haue his will on the Constable, but onely by the Duke of Burgoyne, determined to conclude a truce, for. ix. yeres, vpon couenaunt, euery man to haue his awne- but the Ambassadours, would not haue the truce proclaimed, thynkyng thereby, ta saue the Duke from periurie, whiche had sworne, neuer to conclude a peace, till the kyng of En
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 323 request, to haue the Erie deliuered to them, was onely for this purpose, to ioyne with him aliance by manage and so to extirpate and plucke vp, all the degrees and leuynges of the aduerse part, and contrary faccion. Whiche enterprise (whatsoeuer thei saied) was not onely by affinitie, but by the onely death, of the innocent erle Henry, to be acheued and brought to passe. The Duke gently heard the Orators, and firste he began to deny, & after to excuse, why he might nor ought not agree to their request, but inconclusion, what with prayers requiring, and monnyes sollicityng, the Duke beyng weried and ouercome, deliuered the erle to the Ambassadors, whom, in his letters he highly commended, to kyng Edwarde, not thynkyng that he deliuered, the shepe to the wolfe, but the sonne to the father, beleuyng surely, without scruple or doubt, that kyng Edward would geue in manage to him lady Elizabeth his eldest daughter, whom in deede he maried, after hir fathers death, of you herafter shall lieare. Whe thambassadors had the praie, that thei so muche desired, they departed to the toune of S. Malo, standyng on the sea side, where, they rekened to haue taken shipping, and so to haue sailed into Englande. The erle of Richemond knowing, that he was going toward his death, for very pensiuenes, and inwarde thought, fell into a feruent & a sore agewe. In this very season, one Iho Cheulet, so estemed emong the Princes of Britayne, as fewe were in all the countrey, and in muche credite, and wel accepted with the duke, was when these thynges were thus concluded, for his solace in the countrey, but beyng thereof certified, beyng chafed with the abhominacion- of the fact: resorted to the Courte and familierly came to the Dukes presence, and there stode so sadly, and so paly, without any worde speakyng, that the Duke was muche abashed, and sodainly marueiled, at his sad and frownyng coutenaunce, & demaunded of him what should signifie, thatdumpishenes of mynde, and inward sighyng, the whiche by his countenaunce, manifestly appered and was euident: he modestly answered, moste noble and redoubted lorde, this palenes of visage, and dedly loke doth prognosticate y time of my death, to approche & be at hand, which if it had chaunced to me, before this day, I assure you, it had much lesse hurled me. Eor the had I not been preserued, to fele the dolorous pages and sorowfull sighynges: whiche a fact by you doen (that I thought impossible to be obteined) hath imprinted in my stomacke, and in my hart depely grauen : so that I well perceiue, that either I shall lese my life, or els Hue in perpetuall distresse and continuall misery. For you my synguler good lord, by your verteous actes, and noble feates haue gotten to you, in maner an immortall fame : whiche in euery mans mouth, is extolled and eleuated, aboue the high Cloudes, but alas me semeth (I pray you pardon me my rudenes) that now that you haue obteined, so high a laude and glory, you nothyng lesse regarde then to kepe and preserue the same inuiolate, consideryng, that you forgettyng your faith and faithfull promise, made to Henry Erie of Richernod, hath deliuered the moste innocent young gentelman, to the cruell turmenters, to bee afflicted, rente in peces, and slain: wherefore, all suche as loue you, of the whiche nomber I am one cannot chose but lament and be sory, whe they se openly, the fame and glory of your moste renoumed name by suche adisloialtie, and vntruthe against promise, to be both blotted and stained with a perpetuall note, of slaunder and infamie. Peace myne awne good Ihon, qd the Duke, I praie thce, beleue me there is no suche thyng like to happen to therle of Richemond: for kyng Edward hath sent for hym, to make of hym, beyng his suspect enemie, his good & fairesone in lawe. Well, well, qd Ihon, my redoubted lorde, geue credence to me therle Hcry is at the very brynke to perishe, whom, if you permitte once to set but one foote, out of your power and dominion, there is no mortall creature able hereafter, to deliuer hym from death. The duke beyng moued, with the perswasions of Ihon Cheynet, whiche either litle beleued, or smally suspected kyng Edward, to desire the erle, for any fraude or deceipte, or els seduced by blynde auarice and loue of money, more then honestie, fidelitie, or wisedom would require, did not consider, what he vnaduisedly did, or what he aduisedly, should haue -done. Wherfore, with all diligence, he furthe Peter Landoyse, his chief Threasorer, commaundyng hym to intercept and staie, T t 2 the
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    324 THE. XVI. YERE OF the Erie of Richemond, in all hast possible. Peter not sluggyng, nor dreamyng his bust nes: came to the Englishe Ambassadors to. S. Malos, there abiding the wynde. And firste i)e inuetited a cause of his commyng, and kepte witli theim a long communicacion, to per-tracte the tyme, till his men in themeane season, had conueighed therle (ahnoste halfe clecl) into a sure Sanctuary, within the toune, whit-he in nowise m'ght bee violated : where he beyng deliuered from the continual feare ofdredful death, recouered hys health, and in good plight was brought to the duke. Here a man may euidently perceyue the olde Greke prouerbe to bee very trew, which is that a man, to a man shall sometyme be as a God, for the yong erle Henry without desert deliuered to his death, sodaynly by the labor of Ihon Cheulet, and the iauor of the good Prince, was preserued, saued and deliuered. God grauut that such examples may be a doctrine and myrror to such as be rulers aboue other, lackyng counsaylers to monish and warne them of their duetie and office. That thei remembryng thys good acte, n.ay learne to take into the counsayl and familie, such as wil well and truly admonishe and warne them, and they likewise with good mynde and glad entent to be folowers of the same. The English oratours complayned and murmured that they were both spoyled of their money & marchandiserequyring Peter Landoyse that they in no wise shauld returne, so deluded without pray or penney. The treasorereffectuously promised them lhat the Erie either Should be surely kept in the Sentuary, into the which he escaped (by their negligence as he layed to their charge) or els should be agayn m the dukes house put in prison, so that they shoulde not nede no more to feare hym then hys shadow. And so the kyng of England for hys money, purchased the keping of his enemye by the space of. iii. dayes, and no more. Kyng Edward in the meane season, sore longyng to know what effect hys Ambassade toke with the duke of Britayne, and therefore was euery houre trobled and vnquieted with narkenyng & lokynge, was at the last certefied from thence, howe the erle of Rycbemond was deliuered, and at a poynt to be brought home to hym as a prisoner in captiuitie : but that he escaped. First, he lamented his purpose, not to haue more prosperously succeded, but after beyng somwhat molified and apeased, when he hard that he should be sauely kept in prison, determined clerely hereafter to banishe that care out of hys mynd and fantasyc, and to employe all hys whole study and diligence for the kepynge of hys house, after a more bountifull fashion and liberall proporcion, then before was accustomed. And when he had sufficiently stored his cheste with treasure, remembryng hys honor, lest, he peraduenture should be noted with the spot of Nygardshyp, he shewed hymselt'e lyke a liberall and beneficial! Prince to hys commons, and lyke a good and profitable kynge to the couxm wealth, & the poore people of hys Realme and dominion. THE. XVI. YERE. Th«.iyi. EVen as kyng Edward sought, inuented and studied dayly and howcrly to bryng hym selfe y«c- to quietnesse & rest, and hys Realme to a continual amitie, and a perpetual peace, lykewyse at thesame tyme Charles duke of Burgoyn, whose wit neuer loued peace, nor yet was wery or abhorred troble, whose intollerable paynesin warres were to hym pleasure, and especially where he thought any new seignorie to obteine, or els to be reuenged of auncient enemyes, for olde greues and displeasures to him done. So y desyre of rule mixt with hatred, and malice cobined with auarice kyndeled, prouoked and excited so hys courage thys yere (whose bragging audacitie had more nede of a brydell to berefrayned, then of a spurre to be pricked forward) that he partly to be reuenged of f d>ike of Lorayne and f Swytchers, and partly for ^couetoiis desyre that he had to certayn lades, lyeng betwene his lowe countrevs of Brabant £ Flauders and hys duchie of haul Burgoyn, assembled a great army & a mighty puyssance, and beseged a towne called Granson in Lorayn, which when he had receyued
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 325 ccyued, without mercy, lyke a tyrant he caused all the Inhabitates cruelly to be put to death, wherof heryng the Switchers mafully encoutered with hym, and discomfited hys whole armye, where the duke lost bothe honor, prayse, and such abundaunce of ryches, that few Princes in hys tyme were able to shew such luels, and so many, & of suche high price and value. And after not cotent with these chaiices, but eucr in hope of reueging he fought with the Switchers agayne at Moral, wherof. xviij. M. good me of warre, he lost. x. M. besyde them that were wounded and hurt: yet this fierce & couragious Capitayne, more coragious then circuspect, gathered agayn a new army, and contrary to the myndes of his whole counsaill, in the depth of Wynter, beseged the tonne of Nancy, belongyng to the duke of Lorayn, where he was encoutered with the sayd duke and the Switchers, and there by the agayne ouercome, discqnfited, and slayne. Thus in one yere he lost. iij. great battayles, the fyrste at Grantson, where he lost honor, and all hys ryches: The second at Morat, where he lost honor, & almost all hys men: The thyrd at Nancy, where he loste lyfe, honor, ryches, men, and all \vorldely felicitie, on the Vigile of the Epiphany, in the yere of our lord, after some writers. M. cccc. Ixxvi. and after other. M. cccc. Ixxvij. Thys ende had the valiant hart, and stout courage of duke Charles of Burgoyn, who in' hys tyme could neuer agre with peace & cocord, tyll death more puyssant then lyfe may resiste, broughte hys bodye to quietnes and perpetual tranquilite, which body is entered in f church of sainct George in Nancy, leuyng beliynd him one sole doughter, lawfully begotten to be his heyre which afterward was niaryed to Maximiliuen Archeduke of Austrice. At this battayl were taken Anthony and Bauldwyn, bastarde bretherne to duke Charles, whome the French kyng bought of the duke of Lorayne, to the entent that they shoulde not withstande hys pretensed purpose in Flaunders. Yf any man weresory of the duke of Burgoyns death, you may be sure that he was not so inwardly sory, as the French kyng was in hart ioyous and glad : for now hauyng peace with Englande, he knew no creature that was able to matche with him in earnest or in game, & because he would lese no tyme, he vnder couler that wome benot able to enioy any thyng, that is or hath ben, aperteynynge to th'e Croune of Fraunce, toke of the yong Damosel of Burgoyn the tounes of Moundedier, Perone, Abbeuyle, Monstreul, Roy and all the tounes on the ryuer of Some: Beside thys, he with no great payne obteyned Hesdyng, Arras, and the tonne of Bulleyn with the countyeof Bullonoys, whiche kynge Charles hys father had before engaged, and em pledged to duke Philip of Burgoyn, as before is mencioued. But this wyly and wytty kyng. Lewes, comyng to the toune of Bulleyn, perceyued that if it were fortefied with a garrison, it should not oncly be an yl neyghbor to the tounes of Caleys and Guysnes, but also a port necessarie and conuenient for all hys subiectes, when they should be, either by enemyes assayled, or by stormy tempestious wether driue on the narrow seas, wherfore to cast a sure Ancker, knpwynge the lord Bartrame de la Toure, erle of Auluerie, to be the very trew and vndubitate heyre of y^ sayd toune and countie: He fyrst obteyned of him his righte and title in thesame, rewarding him with a greater summe, & a more yerely value of reuenewes, in the countye of Forest and other places. And after to the entent to haue a port euer open vpo Engirid, he annexed thesame toune of Bulleyne, and the countie of Bullonoys, with the partes adiacent, to the croune and regalitie of Fraunce. And because, the fornamed towne and countyewere holden of the erledom of Artoys, he chaunged the tenure, and solemply auowed to holde thesame toune & coutie of our Lady of Bulleyn, and therof did homage to the Image in y great Church called our Lady church in Bulleyn, offring there a hart of gold, weiyng. ii. M. Crounes, ordenyng farther that all his heyres and successors, at their entrie into the estate and dignitie royal, by them self, or their deputie should offer a hart of lyke weight and value, as a releue & homage done, or made for thesame toune and countie. You maye be sure that the kyng of England would not haue suffered the French king to haue edefied such ., a couert nest, so nere his toune of Caleis, and the territories of the same, except his leage had
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    THE. XVII. YERE OF had bound hym, or that he had to much affyancein the French kyng, whose hart was doble, & whose witeuer incostfit, but surely the hope of the prefermetof his daughter, both brought hym to blyndnes and dotage. Let these doynges ouer passe & se how pohtikely the French kyno wrought for his aduauntage. Duryng these gaynes in the lowe partes, he caused the duke of Lorayn to enter into hygh Burgoyn with a great army, winch by polhcie & promises brought the whole Duchie vnder obedience of the French kyng, which then claymed to haue the order and manage of the yonge lady, as a pupille, ward and orphane, aperteyning to the croune of Fraunce, for the which title after rose no sinal mischief, and treble in Flaunders, and the coutreys thereaboute. Let vs leaue a whyle to speake of outward busines, and retourne to our awne. If THE. XVII. YERE. Tht.ivii. IN y. xvij. yere of kyng Edward, there fel a sparcle of priuy malice, betwene the king & yere' his brother the duke of Clarece whether it rose of olde grudges before time passed, or were it newly kyndeled and set a fyreby the Queue, or her bloud which were euer mistrusting and priuely bai kynge at the kynges lignage, or were he desirous to reigne after his brother: to men that haue thereof made large inquisicion, of suche as were of no small authorise in those dayes, the certayntie therof was hyd, and coulde not truely be disclosed, but by coniectures, which as often deceyue the imaginations of fantastical folke, as declare truth to them in their conclusion. The fame was that the king or the Queue, or bothe sore troubled with a folysh Prophesye, and by reason therof begii to stomacke & greuously to grudge ngaynst the duke. The effect of which was, after king Edward should reigne, one whose first letter of hys name shoulde be a G. and because the deuel is wot with such wytchcraftes, to wrappe and illaqueat the myndes of men, which delyte in such deuelyshe fantasyes they sayd afterward that that Prophesie lost not hys effect, when after kyng Edward, Glocester vsurpcd his kyngdome. Other allege this to be the cause of his death : That of late, y olde racor betwene them beyng newly reuiued (The which betwene no creatures can be more vehement then betwene bretherne, especially when it is fermely radicate) the duke beyng destitute of a wyfe, by the . meanes of lady Margaret duches of Burgoyn, hys syster, procured to haue the lady Marye, doughter and heyre to duke Charles her husband, to beegeuen to hyrn in matrimony : which manage kynge Edward (enuyenge the felicitie of his brother) bothe agayne sayed and disturbed. Thys priuy displeasure was openly appeased, but not inwardly forgotte, nor outwardly forgeuen, for that, not withstandyng a seruaunt of the Dukes was sodainly accused (I can not say of treuth, or vntruely suspected by the Dukes enemies) of poysonyng, sorcery, or inchauntment, & therof condempned, and put to taste the paynes of death. The duke, whiche myght not suffer the wrongfull condemnacion of his man (as he in his conscience adiudged) nor yet forbere, nor paciently suffer the vniust hadelyng of his trusty seruaunt, dayly dyd oppugne, and wyth yll woordes murmur at the doyng thereof. The king much greued and troubled with hys brothers dayly querimonye, and contynuall exclamacion, Gcorgeduk* caused hym to be apprehended, and cast into the Towre, where he beyng taken and adiudged cf curtnce. for a TYaytor, was priuely drouned in a But of Maluesey. ButofMa* But sure it is that although kyng Edward were consentyng to his death and destruccion, uesey inthe yet jie niucn dyd bothe lamente his infortunate chaunce, and repent hys sodayne execution. lowre. J .J , . - T ' f . . •> , J . Inasmuche, that when any person sued to hym for Pardon or remission, of any malefactor condempned to the punishment of death, he woulde accustomably saye, & openly speke, O infortunate brother, for whose lyfe not one creature would make intercession, openly spekyng, and apparantly meanynge, that by the rneanes of some of the nobilitie, he was ciriCumuented, and brought to hys confusion. Thys duke left behynd hym two yonge infantes, engendered of the body of the daughter to
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. II1J. 327 \ to Richard, late erle of Warwycke, whiche chylderne by destinye, or by their awne merites, folowynge the steppes of theyr auricetours, sticceded them in lyke misfortune, and semblable yll chauce. For Edward hys heyre, whome kyng Edward had created erle of Warwycke was thre and twenty yeres after in the tyme of kynge Henry the. vij. atjaynted of treason, and on Towre hyl behedded. Margarete his sole daughter was maryed\to sir Rycharde Pole knyghte, beyngmuch bounde to kynge Henry the. vij. for her auaunceinente in manage, besyde manifolde benefites, by her of hym receyued : But most of all obliged to that excellent prince kynge Henry the eight, for restoring her aswell to the name and title of countesse of Salisbury, as to the possessions of thesame: she forgetting y miserable chaunce of her father, and lesse remembryngthekyndnesand kyndred of hersayd souereygne lord, committed agaynst hys Maiestye, and hys Realme/abhominable and detestable treason, for the whiche she was in open Parliament adiudged and attaynted, and two and sixty yeres after her father was put to death iiv the Towre, she on the grene within the same place, with an Axe suffered execucion. In whose person died the very surname of Plantagenet, which from Geofrey Platagenet so longe in the bloud Royall of this realme, had florished and contynued. After the death of thys duke, by reason of great hete and vntemperate ayer, happened so fierce and so quycke a Pestilence that. xv. yeres vvarre paste, consumed not the thyrd parte of the people, that onely foure monethes miserably and pitifully dispatched, and brought to their sepulture. THE. XVIII. YERE. YOu haue harde not longe before how the Frenche kynge not onely claymed the rule, The- *""• gouernaunce, and manage of the yonge Princes and Damosell of Burgoyne, but also how yc he, what wyth policie, and what with force had plucked from her the fayrest feathers of her tayle, that is too meane whole haul Burgoyne, and the stronge tonnes of Pycardye which in tyme to come mygbt (as they were very lyke) happen to proue yll neighbors to the English nacion. All these thynges were pollitikely pondered, & maturely digested by the wise cousaylers of England, which first considered the olde amitie, betwene the house of Englande and Flaunders, and the quotidiane entercourse, trafficke and commutacion, which no smal season had ben practised, frequented & exercised mutually and frendly betwene thesubiectes, and all nacions hauynge resort to either of the sayd countreys, saw it open before their eyes, that if the Frenche kynge, either by force or by coniunccion of manage to Charles erle of Angulesme (to whome he promised hys good wyll, for the obteynyng of the yonge Princes) should get the vpper hande of the Damosel or of her sejgnories and dominions, that then damage might ensue to the whole Realme of Englande, bothe for vtterynge of their commodities in those partes, and also for the impedyment or stoppe of their course and recourse, besyde new imposicions and gabels, to be set within the sayde countreys, vpon the Marchauntes, their goodes and wares. Wherfore the whole nobilitie and sage fathers made humble request, to kynge Edwarde to helpe, and ayde the yonge ladye and Prynces of Bnrgoyne, allegynge ' that as farre as they coulde perceyue, the mariage of hys doughter with the Dolphyne, was but dissimuled and fayned for in jf treaty cocluded at Picquegnye, betwene him and kyng Lewes, it was apoynted, agreed, and openly sworne, that the Frenche kynge, within a yere folowynge, shoulde sende for the Ladye Elizabeth, entiteled Dolphynesse of Vyen, to be conueyed into Fraunce whiche yere with foure more were passed and gone without any worde speking of her sendynge for, or goynge into Fraunce. The Quene of Englande also had wryten in this season too the lady Margaret; Duchesse ' of Burgoyne, for the prefermente of her brother Anthony erle Ryuers, to the mariage of the yonge Dainosell, but the counsayll of Flaunders, consyderinge that he was but a erle of a meane estate, and she the greatest enheritrice of all Christendom at that tyme, gaue but deafe hearynge to soo vnmete a request: the whiche desyre, if the Fleminges had butgeuen good eare to, or wythgentell wordes delayed the suyte, she had bothe bene succored and de �
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    328 THE. XVIII. YERE OF fended with a good number, and not susteyned soo greate losse as she dyd. Whether kytige Edwarde were not content wyth thys refusal!, or that he trusted more the Frenche kynges proiuyse, then all hys counsayll coulde se cause, or that he was lothe to lese hys yerely tribute of fifty thousande Crounes, he woulde in no wyse consent to sende any army into Flaunders, agaynst the Frenche kynge: But he sent Ambassadours to kynge Lewes with louynge and gentle letters, requyrynge hym to conclude some reasonable peace, or els at the least to take a certayne truce wyth her at hys request. The Ambassadours of England, wer highly receiued, bountefully fested, and liberally rewarded: But answere to their desire, had they none but y shortly the Frenche kyng would sende Ambassadors, hostages, & pledges, to the kyng of England, their master, for the concludyng and performaunce of all thynges, dependyng betwene theim twoo: So that their souereigne lorde and thei, should haue good cause, to be contented and pleased. All these faire wordes wer onely delaies to protracte time, and in the meane season, to vvynne tounes and coutreys, . from the damosell, or any aide or succor, could be to her administred. And beside this, to stale kyng Edward, from takyng part with her. He wrote to hym, that if he would ioyne with him in aide, or personally make warre in any parte of the Ladies territories, or dominions: that then kyng Edward, should haue and enioye, to hym Agreateof- and his heircs, the whole County and Countrey of Flaunders, discharged of all homage, the F«nchy suPenontie> aild rcsorte to be claimed by the French kyng, and his heires and successors : kingtoKyng and farther, he should haue the whole duchie of Brabant, whereof the Frenche kyng offered Edwardthe. Ai njs avvne cliarge and coste, to conqucrc foure, the chief and strongest tounes, within the•«aied Duchie, and theim in quiet possession, to deliuer to the Kyng of Englande, grauntyng farther to paie to hym, tenne thousande Angels, toward his charges: besides municions of warre and artilerie, which he promised to lende hym, with men and cariage, for the conueighaunce of thesame. The kyng of Englande answered, that the tounes of Flanders, were of no small strengthe, nor of no litle quantie, very vneasie to bee kepte, when thei wer conquered: and of no lease force was the duchie of Brabant, with whom, his subiectes were bothe lothe, and not verie willyng to haue warre there, consideryng, that thether was one of their common trafficques and ventes, of all their Merchaundice : But if the Frenche kyng would make hym partener, of his conquest in Picardy, rendering to hym parte of the tounes, all ready gotten and gained, as Boleigne Mounstrel, and Abbeuile, then he would surely take his parte, and aide hym with men, at his awne costes and charges. While this matter was in answeryntr, and repliyng again, the Frenche kyng spoyled the yong Princes, of tounes and Regions, and of the best Capitaines that her father lefte, as the Lorde Cordes and other: -wherefore for pure necessitie of aide and strengthe, she maried with Maximilian, sonne to Frederike the Emperor, whiche to his power, sore resisted the Frenche Kyng, for makyng any inuasions into Flaunders, or other his wifes landes and seigniories. This princes conceiued of her husbande in the firste yere of her manage, a faire lady culled Margaret, whom king Lewes so phantesied, either to haue a publique peace, with Maximilia her father, by the whiche, he might staie all warre, and hostilitie betwene the and so by that meane, peaceably to enioy the countreys and tounes by hym stollen and faintly conquered, or els imagenyng by that onely damosell, in conclusion to conioyne, the whole countrey of Flanders, and the other dominions, thcrunto apperteinyng, to the croune of Fraunce, (as he had no fewe tymes before attempted and assaied). That he clerely forgettyng, his promes made, written, and sworne to the kyng of Englande, for the manage of his daughter, solicited priuily the Lordes of Flanders, to haue thesaied lady Margarete, to be conioyned in matrimonie, with the Dolphin his sonne, writynge and sendyng to the Kyng of Englande, faire promises and flatteryng letters, when his purpose was clerely vanished out of Englande, and fixed in Flanders, as you shall hereafter well vnderstande. If THE
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 329 H THE. XIX. YERE. KYng Edward in the. xix. yere of his reigne, forgettyng aswell all exterior inuasions, as The. x* ciuill warre, and intestine trouble: whiche before that time he had abundantly tasted, and ?'"• more then he was willyng, had both felte, and had in continuall experience, beganne firste more then he was before accustomed, to serche out the penall offences, aswell of the chief of his nobilitie, as of other gentlemen, beyng propritaries of great possessions, or aboundantly furnished in goodes, beside merchauntes, and other inferior persones. By the reason wherot^ it was of all men adiudged, more then doubted, consideryng his newe fame of riches, and his gready appetite of money and treasure, that he would proue hereafter, a sore and an extremfe Prince, emongest his subiectes, and this immaginacion in especial!, wandred through the heddes of all men, that after his brother the Duke of Clarence, was put to death, he should saie, that all men should stande, and liue in feare of hym, and he to be vnbrideled, and in double of no man. But his newe inuented practise, and auaricious inuencion, what for other forein and outwarde affaires, and what for the abbreuiatyng of his daies, in this transitorie world (whiche wer within twoo yeres after consumed) toke some but no greate effecte. How be it experience teacheth, that prosperitie ofte tymes is as greate a trouble, as a greate mischief, and as vnquieta profite, to the possessioners of riches, and suche as haue the fruicion of thesanic : as pouertie and aduersitie, are profitable and laudable, in other persones whiche can, with pacient stomacke, and meke harte, beare and suffre the stormes and surges, of euill fortune, and peruerse mischaunce. 1f THE. XX. YERE. AFter this, kyng Edward hauyng all thynges brought to that effect, whiche he had long The. IT. desired, except the manage of his daughter, with Charles the dolphyn, muche studied and yc"' no lesse desired to haue this affinitie, accordyng to the appoyntmet made and concluded, to be accomplished and solempniztd, and therfore, not onely wrote, but sent diuerse messengers to the Frenche kyng, for the performaunce of thesame. The Frenche kyng whiche neuer intended, to haue that manage take effecte, consideryng that the Dolphin, was muche younger, then the -lady Elizabeth, and for other causes, sent Ambassadors to the kyng of England with faire woordes and friuolous delaies, makyng his excuse, that he had not sent for the kynges daughter to be maried to his sonne the dolphin, accordyng to the league and treatie concluded, by the occasion of his great troubles, and busy warres, enterprised in high Burgoin, and the lowe countreys, so that he was disgarnished, aswell of his nobilitie, as of other menne of honor, to receiue her into his real me, accordyng to her estate and degree: promising faithfully, shortly to sende for her, and to conueigh her with suche a pompe and royall traine, that it should be to bothe their honors and laudcs, and to the high contentacion of the Kyng of Englande and his Quene, whiche, no lesse then her husbande desired, & sore longed to se the conclusion, of thesaied manage take effect. These Ambassadors were well feasted, and likewise rewarded, and so toke their Jeaue: And within a conuenient season after, he sent other Orators, whiche, were nener in Englande before, to the intent that if their predecessors beyng Ambassadors, had saied or concluded any thyng, (al though thei wer authorised so to do) yet if it might turne, to the Frenche kynges preiudice or damage, thei might without blame, excuse themselfes by ignoraunce, of that matter: affirmyng that thei had no commissio to common, or els once to enterprise, to medic with that matter. Or if he perceiued that any thyng was like to be concluded whiche sounded not to his pleasure or profite, he would sende for his AmbasU u sador,
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    330 THE. XXI. YERE OF sador, in greate haste, and after sende another with newe instruccions, nothyng dcpendyng on the olde. This fashion kyn* Lewes, vscd with all Princes, to whom he sente any ambassadors, by the whiche he copassed n»ny thynges, to his purpose, and to their losse: but moste of all he thus dalied with the kyng'of Englande, concernyng this manage, onely to the intent, to kepe hym still in amitie, "aboue all other Princes. And for a truthe the Kyng of Englande, bevn«of no suspicious nature, so mtiche trusted, and gaue to hym so much confidence, that he thought the Sunne, would soner haue fallen from his circle, then that kyng Lewes, either would haue dissimuled, or broken his promise with hym. But who soner breaketh promes, then he that is mooste trusted, or who soner deceiueth, then he to whom moste credence is attributed. And on the other part, who is so sone beeiled as he that least mistrusteth, and who soner falleth, then he that casteth no perill, but as in'nothynp, mistrustyng, is no smal lightnes, so into muche trustyng, is to muche foly: wherfore, if kyng Edward had either not to muche trusted, or mistrusted the Frenche Kynges faire promises (as I would he had dooerv in deede) the crouneof Fraunce, had not so increased in possessions and dominions, to the great glory, and strength of the realme: nor the Princes of Burgoyne, had not so been plucked, hared, and spoyled of her faire tounes and Castles as she was, whiche ehaunce, she beyng destitute of frendes, and without cornforte of defenders, by pacience perforce, was compelled to suftre and sustein. This is the profite that all nacions get, by the faire promises, of the Frechmen. Thus i&the league made with Lewes the Freeh kyng, fraudulently glosed and dissimuled. Thus is the oth°made, and sworne vpo the holy Euangelistes violated, and contrary to the woorde, and honor of a Prince, broken and falcefied : by which vntrue dealyng, and couert dissimulyng, with hisespeciall and trustie frend, all men may facilie «e, and more apparauntly then in a myrror perceiue, that the verie natural condicion of the Frenche nation, is pleasauutly to flatter, plentifully to reward, and gloriously to glose, til thei haue once obteined, their pretensed purpose, and haue their ambicious desire accomplished and satisfied and that gain once gotten on their side, neither othe holdeth, nor friendship continueth, nor yet humanitie and kyndnes before shewed, is once regarded, or of them remernbred: wherefore, myne aduise is, let all men trust them as thei fynde them. THE. XXI. YERE. T^'I*i' IN this verie season, lames the. iii. of that name, kyng of Scottes, sent into England a solernpne ambassage, for to haue the Lady Cicile, kyng Edwardes. ii. daughter, to be maried to his eldest sonne, lames Prince of Scotlande, Duke of Rothesay, & erle of Caricke. Kyng Edward & his counsaill, thinkyng that this affinitie, should be aswell honorable as profitable to the realme, did not only graunt, to his desire and demaud but also before hande disbursed, certain sommes of money, to the oaely intent, that the manage should herafter, neither be interrupted nor broken, rpon this condition, that thesaied Matrimony, by any accedentall meane, should in tyme to come, take no s«ecesse nor perfeccion: or that kyng Edward would notifie, to the kyng of Scottes, or his counsaill, that his pleasure was determined, to haue thesaid mariage, to be infringed and dissolued: Then the Prouost and merchauntes of the toune of Edenborough, should be bound for the repaiment* of thesaied some again. All which thynges wer, with great deliberacion concluded & sealed, in hope of cotinual peace and infringible amitie. But this king lames beyng a man of a sharpe wit, more wedded to his awne opinio then reason would scace here, would neither here nor geue credite to theim, that spake contrary to his awne phantesie, or this imagined opinion: And to thintet that no man should find fault, with his doynges, or reprehed his actes, he promoted and made counsailers, menne of base lignage, and lowe bloud, and in especiall, Cochrane and bis compaignie, by whose euill aduise, and mischeuous instigation, he so punished and greued
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 331 greued his nobilitie, bothe with eniprisonment, cxaccions, and death, that Borne of their voluntarie will, went into Exile, and other fainyng cause to departe, fled into other landes and straunge countreys. For the Duke of Albanie, called Alexander, brother to kyng lames, was exiled into Fraunce, but passyng through England, he taried with kyng Edward as you shall heare. Therle of Mar, a wise pollitique counsailer, was in Edenborough beehedded: And beside this, he forgettyng his othe, promise, and aftinitie concluded with kyng Edward, caused armies to be made into England, spoyling, burnyng and killyng, the kyriges faithfull subiectes: at the whiche vnprincely dooyng, the kyng of Englande beyng, not a litle moued and chafed, determined to be reuenged on him by battaill, and dent of sworde. Yet notwithstandyng, because kyng James craftely excusyng himself, alleging the mischief late comitted, to be attempted, doen, & perpetrated, without his concent, knowledge or counsail, this matter had been lightly pacified, and blowen ouer, if the Duke of Albanie, beyng with kyng Edward, had not incesed, entised, and prouoked hym, to make warre on the Scottishe kyng, his brother, bothe to reuenge the iniuries of late, to thesaid king doen, contrary to all lawes of armes, and Princely demeanure, and also to help to restore thesaied duke, to his possessios, and dominions again: out of the whiche, he was by the kyng his brother, dispossessed, and reiected, promisyng to kyng Edwarde, greate aide and assistence, when his armie was once entered, into the confines of Scotlande. Kyng Edward beyng thus perswaded by the Duke, and trustyng on his aide, wassomwhat agreable to this, but the inward remembraunce how that kyng lames, had supported against hyua, with men and money, his olde eneinie kyng Henry the sixt: and also trustyng, that if Alexander duke of Albanie, by his aide should vanquishe his brother, and obtain the croune of Scotland, he would be alwaies to hym, sure, faithfull, & trustie: whiche did so enflame his corage, & set his harte so on fire, that he determined with al diligence, with an armie royall, to inuade Che countrey of Scotlande, and make the kyng to knowe, that he had neither honorably, nor truly kept his league and promise: Wherfore, al the winter season, he mustred his souldiers, prepared his ordinance, rigged his shippes, and left nothyng apperteignyng to the warre, vnpurueyed or vnloked for: so that in the beginnyng of the yere, al thynges wcr prepared, and nothyng was missed. THE. XXII. YERE. WHen all thynges apperteignyng, to the furniture of suche an enterprise, were put in a Tht- ""• readines, and ready to bee sette forward : kyng Edward appoynted, to be cheuetain of his y"' hooste, and Lieuetenaunt generall, hb brother Richarde Duke of Gloucester, and to him associated, Henry, the. iiij. Erie of Northumberlande, Thomas Lord Stanley, Lorde Steward of his houshold, the lorde Louell, and the lorde Greystocke, and diuerse other noble men and knightes. These valiaut capitaines, set forward in Maie, and made suche diligence, with polletique coueighaunce of their souldiers: beside the trobclous cariage, of their orclinaunce, that they came to the toune of Alnewike, in Northumberlande, about the beginnyng of Inly, where they firste encamped theimselfes, and Marshalled their hoste. The forward was led, by therle of Northumberland, vnder whose standerd were, the lorde Scrope of Holton, sir Ihon Middelton, sir Ihon Dichfeld, and diuerse other Knightes, Ksquiers and souldiers to the nombre of sixe thousande, and seuen. C. men. ID the middel ward was the Duke of Gloucester, and with hym the Duke of Albany, the lorde Louell, the lorde Greystocke, sir Edwarde Woduile and other, to the nombre of fiue thousande, and ei^hr. C. menne. The Lorde Neuell was appoynted to folowe, accompaignied with. iii. M. men. The lorde Stanley, led the wyng on the right hande, of the Dukes battaill, with. iiij. M. men of Lancashire and Chesshire: The lefte wyng was guyded by the lorde Fitz Hewe, sir Willyam a Parre, sir lames Harrynton, with the nombre of. ii. M. men, and beside all these, there was a thousad m«« appoynted, to gene attendance on the ordinaunce. This roVall U u 2 armie,
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    332 THE. XXII. YERE OF armie not intending to siepe, but to gcue the Scottes knowlege, of their arriuall in thos« parties came sodainly by the water side, to the toune of Berwicke, and there, what with force, and what with feare of so great an armie, toke and entered the toune: but therle Bothwell, beyng Capitain of tlie Castle, would in no wise deliuer it, neither for flattering wordes, nor for manacyncr bragges, wherefore, the capitaines deliberately consultyng together, planted a strontr sie; , Marbotel and the bastile. Kallow, and Kamorgan. Lynton with the Bastiie. Whitsonelawes. Part of Cawarden brent. Brynlenyn and Ryselaw. Chedworthe and Craylam and the Bastilh Elbanke. Neskot, Neskett, and olde Rokesborough. Hockas. Ednam, and the bastill wonne. Betroside. Ednam isle, Benlaw. Erneslaw and the Bastill won. Ousnam, Long Puolo deliuered. Hilton and Whitsome. Croke, Ashewes, Mydpropes, and the Mykyll Swynton and the Bastile. Bastell. Litle Swynton and the bastill. Cossemaynes and the bastell won; Somprone and Harden. Weddon and the bastell. While these thynges were in doyng, kyng lames of Scotlande, hauyng small cofidence in his commonaltie, and lesse trust in his nobilitie, did voluntarely incarcerate & enclose hym selfe in the strong Castell of Maydens in Edenborough, perfidy trustyng there to be out of all doubles & daunger, except famyn or treason, caused hym violently to ope the portes or gates, wherof the duke of Glocester entered into the toune and at the especiall request & desire of the- duke of Albany, saued v tonne and thenhabitantes of thesame, from fier, bloud & spoyle, takynge onely such presentes as the merchiites gentelly offered him & his capitaynes: Causing Gartier, principal kyng at armes, to make a publique Proclarnacion at the high Crosse in the market place of Edenboroughe, in the which he warned & admonished lames kyng of Scottes, to kepe, obserue & perforrne all suche promises, copactes, couenantes & agrementes as he had concluded & sealed to, with the high and mighty prince Edward, by the grace of God, kyng of England. &c. And^also to make codigne and sufficient recompence to his subiectes, for the great tyrannye, spoyle and crueltyer that he and 1m people had perpetrate & committed cotrary to his league, within the maiches and territories of his realnac of Englande, before the firste daye of August nexteensuynge. And farther without delay to restore the high and mightie Prince Alexander, duke of Albanie, hisnaturall brother to his estate, & all his offices, possessions and authorities, in as ample and liberall maner as he before occupied and enioyed thesame: or the high and valiaunte prince Rychard duke of Glocester,
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 333 Glocester, leuetenaunt general!, and chiefetayne for y kyng of England, was redy at hand to destroy him, his people and coutrey with slaughter, flame & famyn. Kyng lames would make no aunswere, neither by vvorcle nor by writing, knowing that hi* power now fayled, either to performe the request demaunded, or to defend his countrey with such a puissant armye inuaded. The lordes of Scotland, lyeng at tJadyngton with a great puyssaunce, hearynge the kynge of Englandes reasonable desyre, determined firsts to practise wyth the Duke of Glocester for a peace, and so to haue the Castell of Berwycke to their part, and after by some meanes to allure the duke of Albanye, from the English atnitie, & vpon this mocion, the. ij. day of August they wrote to the duke of Glocester, that the mariage betwene the prince of England shoulde be accomplished in all poyntes, according to the couenantes agreed, and the instrurnentes therof engrosed, requiring farther, that a peace from thensfurlh might be louyngly concluded betwene bothe the Realmes. The duke of Glocester wisely and circumspectly certefied the agayn, that as touching the article of manage, to take effect betwene their prince and the lady Cicilie of England, he knew not the determinat pleasure of y king his master and brother, either for the affirinaunca or deniace of thesame but he desired full restitucion of all such summcs of money, as for the sayd manage before time had ben disbursed, or prested out in lone. And where the sayd lordes desyred to haue a peace, concluded from thensfurth, betwene both the sayd realmes. He tirst required to haue the Casiell" of Barwycke to him deliuered, or at the lest, if he did agre to y sayd peace, that then his siege, lyeng about the sayd Castel, should be hereafter in any wise, neither troubled, vexed, nor molested, nor y. king of Scottes, nor none of his subiectes, nor any other by his procurement or prouoking, should ayde, comfort or assist with victayle, ordinance, or other wise the Capitayne, Constable, or souldiers of thesavd Castel, durynge the siege. The Lordes,- Prelates, Barons, and" estates of the realme of Scqtlande, perceyuing & wel pondering bothe the answer & the demaundes of the duke of Glocester, sent to him sufficiently enstructed with these conclusions, tRe reuerend father Andrew, elect of Murray, and the lord Ihon Derne'e, which thus answered, that where the sayd duke desyred repayment of y summcs of money, delyuered in part of payment, for the contract of manage, to be made betwene ihe prince of Scotland and y kynges daughter of England: the tyine of lawfull contract of mariage is not yet come, because of the minoritie of the said prince and princesse. And the i'aute hereof is, that no day was apoyuted for the money, to be payed before the contract began. And if the king your brother woulde demaunde farthev. assurance, -either for the contract to be made, or for y payment of the money, they promised therunto, accordinge to reason to agre. Secondarily as touching the Castel of Berwike, they sayd al we know wel ynough, that it is the olde enheritance of ihe croune of Scollande, of many hundred yeres past, and that our souereigne lorde hath right thereunto. And if it be alleged, that it belonged to the realme of England by conquest, it is well knowen that it standeiti in Scotland, & ouer the Scottish ground. The duke, not withstanclinge their saiynges, would cddiscend to no peace, without the Castel of Barwycke were rendered to the kyng of England, and so y messengers departed, and on thesame day the Archebishop of sainct Andrewes, the bishop of Dukelle Colyn, erle of Argyle, lord Cambcll and lorde Andrew, lorde Auandale, Chauncelor of Scotlande, wrote vnto the duke of Albanye a solempne and autenticall instrumet, signed and sealed with their scales, binding their bodies, landes and goodes to the sayd duke, that if he would' hereafter be obedient to the kyng of $cottes, and kepe & obserue his faith and promise to be made to the sayd lordes, that he shoulde not onely be restored to all his landes, hereditamentes, offices £ possessions, whiche he enioyed at the day of his departure out of Scotland, but also should haue and. enioy to him, & his seruauntes & familiers a fre and a general Pardon, which restitucion and pardon, thei likewise promised to beratefied & approued by the kyng anxl the. iii. estates assembled at the next Parliament. The duke beyng glad to be restored agayne to his olde estate & possessions, & especially in his awne natiue countrey, receyued their offer., which vtast
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    THE. XXII. YERE OF -ivas'fruly performed, & so toke his leue of the duke of Glocester thankyng hym (as he was no lesse bounde) for the greate labour, traueyll & peyne, that he had taken in hys awne person for his restitucion. And promised bothe byword & by writyng of his awne hande to do & performe all such thinges, as he before that tyme had sworne & promised to kyng . Edwarde, notwithstanding any agremet, now made or to be made with the lordes of Scotland : and for the performance of theffect of the sayde Scedule, he agayne toke a corporall othc before y duke of Glocester, and sealed the writyng the thyrd day of August in y English , Cape. at Leuyngton, besydes Hadyngton, anno. M.cccc.lxxxii. and departed to hys awne possessions. After he was thus restored & reconciled, the lordes of Scotland proclaymed hym great lieutenaut of Scotland, & in the kynges name made Proclamacion, y all me shoulde >be redy, vpon peyn of death within, viii. dales at Craushaues, both to rayse the -siege before the Castell, and for the recoueringe agayne of the towne of Barwyke. The duke of Albanye wrote all thys preparacid to the duke of Glocester, hiibly requiryng hym to haue no mistrust in hym promising to kepe his othe & promise, made to kyng Edward & to hym. The duke of Glocester wrote to hym agayne, that it shoulde neither be honorable nor commendable in hym, too helpe, to reise the siege, at the layeng wherof he was counsayicr & partener, nor yet to reward y king of England, with such a displeasure for his kyndnes costes and expeses to hym in hys extreme necessitie, louingly shewed and liberally exhibited. ;But he assured hym in the woord of a Prince, that if he & all the power of Scotland attempted to come to rayse the siege, planted before y Castell of Barwyke, that ; he hym selfe with hys armye woulde defende the besiegers, or els dye in the quarell. The counsayl of Scotlande sagely & poletiquely sawe before, that if they should come to reyse the siege, that the duke of Glocester woulde with them shortly encouter, and then if they loste the felde, both y stregth of the Realme was brought to an imbecilitie, the nobles sore minished, and the castel lost and taken. And on the other side, if they obtayned victorie, nothyng was gotten but the pore towne of Barwyke, and they were likely sone to be inuaded with a greater power shortly agal, wherfore they sent Lyon kyng at Armes to the duke of Glocester, offering to hym as they thought, two offers very reasonable, the one \\as, that if he would promise on his honor to subuerte and cast doune the toune walles of Barwycke, they would likewise race, and clerely deface the walles Towres and portes of the Caste!!, or els the duke of Glocester to put in a capitayn and a garrison of men of warre into the towne, and the duke of Albanye, likewise to do with the Castell, for the Tuycion of thesamc. And farther the forsayd Lyon desired an abstinece of warre to be take, tvll the two ckikes might haue c5municacion of grauous matters, coucernyng the welthes of "bothe the Kealmes. The duke of Glocester refused bothe the offers saiyng, that he had long znainteined the siege before the Castell of Barwyke, to no small waste and exhaustyng of hys brothers treasure and riches, and to the great trauayle and payne of the Lordes, Gentilmen, and men of warre, that continuallye made their abode and dayly residens >at : the sayd siege : wherfore he sayd, that he in this poynt was fermely resolued, not ,to departe till the Castel were yelded by apoyntement, or taken by force, or els hys siege were by the power of Scotland reysed, or he and hys armye vanquished : wherfore he would by no nieane barken to the peticion of the "Scottishe lordes, concernyng -the abstinence of warre, tyll he were either vanquished or possessed of the Castell of Barwyke. With which answere the Herault departed, and thereof made relacion to .the lordes and counseyll of Scotland. Whe the dukes answere was of them well digested, they euidetly perccyuiug that the castel of Barwyke was the onely maker of y peace and that the not deliuery of thesame, should be the norice and continuer of warre and hostilitie: consideringe farther, that the nobilitie nor commons of Scotland, dyd not draw together by .one lyne, nor were sorted in one leuell, electyng and chosyng the better parte, and reiectinge and auoydynge the worse, agreed and determined to deliuer the Castell of Barwyke to the English partie, so that their should :be truce or abstinence of warre taken and concluded for * a de �
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 335 a determinate season. And thervpS they sent to the duke of Glocester a league iudt'ted, which was dated the. xxiiii. day of August, in the yere of our lorde a. M.cccc.lxxxii. in the which it was contracted and agreed betwene the duke of Glocester, lieuetenaut general for the kyng of Englande, and Allexander duke of Albanye, lieuetenaut for lames kyng of • Scottes, that an especiall abstinence of warre should be kept and obserued betwixte the Realmcs of England and Scotland, and the people of thesame, aswell by sea as by lade, to begyn the. viii. day of September next ensuyng, and to endure tyll the. iiii.> day of Nouem?ber next folowyng. And in the meane season, the towne and castel of Barwyke, to be occupyed, and be in yreall possession of suche as by the kyng of Englandes deputie, should • be appointed and assigned with all and singuler such boundes, limites and territories as the English nacion, last vsed and possessed, when the castell £ towne were in the subieceion of the Englishmen. And all other marches and boundes, beyng in difference betwene thesayd * Realmes, to standeand to be holdenin lyke case and eond'icion, as they were- before the last truce concluded. The duke of Glocester, which well perceyued that the Scottes more graunted to hys demaudes, fop relieue of their awne necessitie, then to gratefie hym or the kyng hys brother in any poynt: like a wise counseyler, • toke hys aduauntage when it was offered, and especially because these thynges made for hys longe desyred purpose. Eyrst the deliuery of the Castell of Barwyke, he voluntarely without counsayl (as a praye >•• priuely gotten) both accepted and alowed, and for that onely cause he dyd not refuse the abstinence of- warre, but too that gentely agreed. As touching the possession, to be kept in the landes depeudyng in variance betwene the Realmes (comonly called the batable grounde) he woulde not, nor durst not conclude with the duke of Albanye, • without ; hauyng farther intelligence of- the kyng :hys souereigne lordes pleasure and counsaill, ineanynge thereby euer to kepe theim *s sueters to him, & he no farther to seke on theim, -. and in the meane season to let that matter be in suspence. Whe he had sealed to the fyrst two Articles, and that they were sent agayne to the lordes of Scotlande, they them gladly receyued, and with good will embrased, and likewise truly performed thesame: for the cas- tell of Barwyke was incontinent deliuered to the lord Stanley, and other thereto appoyn ted, '.. whiche therein put bothe Englishmen and artilerie, sufficiente for the defence of all Scotland * for. vi. monethes. By this meanes as you haue harde, the Englishmen repossessed agayn •< the towne & castell of Barwyke, whiche. xxi. yeres before by kyng Hery the. vi. was to the Scottes as you haue hard geuen vp and deliuered. And lest peraduenture the duke of Glocester might thynke that the duke of Albanye dyd not in all thynges set forward; prefer and auaunce hys fyrst requestes and demaundes, made and requyred -of the lordes of Scotland, and in especial one which was for the assurance to be made for the repayment to the kyng of England, of all suche summes of money, as he had beforehand prested & disbursed to the kynge of Scottes for the mariage to be solempnised & consummate betwene their ; chyldern, as before is rehersed: Therfore y sayd duke of Albanye, caused the Prouost and ' Burgesses of Edenborough to make a sufficient instrument obligatorie, to kynge Edward, :. for the trew satisfaccion andcontentacio of thesame money, whiche he also sent by thesaied • Prouost to the Duke of Glocester to Alnewyke : The very Copy hereafter foloweth. ; . " Be it knowe to all men by these present letters, vs Walter Bartraham, Prouost of the • towne of Edeborough in Scotland, and the whole felowship, marchautes, burgesses, and t communaltye of the same towne, to be bounde and oblished by their presentes, vnto the most excellent & most mighty prynce Edward, by the grace of- God, kyng of Englande, That where it was commoned and agreed, betwene hys excellencie on the to.parte, and the right high and mighty prince our souereigne lord, lames king of Scottes on the otherparte, that manage and matrimonie should .haue. ben solempnised, and had betwixt a • mightye and excellent prynce, lames the first begotten sonne and heyre apparent to -our -i soueraigne lord foresayd, and the right noble princes Cicilie daughter, to the sayd Ed- >• ward kyng of Englad, and for the sayd mariage to liaue ben performed certayne and diuers great surnmes of money ben payed and contented by the most excellent prince, vato- < cure  �
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    536 THE. XXII. YERE OF cure soueraigne lordc forsayd, as by certayne wrytynges betwixt the sayde princes, thereupon made more :it large playnly appeares: That if it be the pleasure of the sayd Edward kyng of England, to liaue the sayd manage to be performed and completed, accordynge to the "said communication in writing, that then it shall be well and truely, without fraude, disceyte or collusion, obserued, keped, and accomplished on the partie of our souereigne lord foresayd, and the nobles spirituall and temporall of the Realme of Scotland. And if it be not the pleasure of the sayd excellent prince Edward kyng of England, to haue the • sayd manage performed and completed: That then we Walter Prouost, burgesses, marchantes, and comons of the abouenamed towne of Edenboroughe, or any of vs shall pay and content to the kyng of Englande foresayde, all the summes of money that was payed for the sayd mariage, at syke lyke termes and dayes, immediately ensuen, after the refusall of the sayd mariage, and in syke like maner and forme, as the sayde summes were afore deliucred, contented and payed, that than this obligacion and bond to be voyd, & of no stregth. Provided alwayes, that the sayd Edward kynge of England, shall geue knowledge of his pleasure and eleccion in the premisses in taking or refusing of ^ said mariage, or of repaymet of the said summes of money, to1 our sayd souereygne lord, or lordes of his counsayll, or to vs the said Prouost, merchautes, or any of vs, within the realme of Scotland, beyng for the tyme, betwixt this and the feaste of Alhallowes next to come. To the whiche payment well and truly to be made, we bynde and oblishe vs, and euery of vs, our heyres, succession, executors and all our goodes, merchaundises, and thynges whatsoeuer they bee, where so euer, or in what place, by water or by lande, on this syde f sea, or beyond, we shall happen to be f'ounden, any leage, truse or sauegard made or to be made, notwithstanding. In wytnes wherof to this oure present writyng, & letters of bonde. We, the sayde Prouost, Burgesses, Merchauntes and commontye, haue set our common scale of the sayde towne of Edenhorough, the fourth daye of August, the yere of God. M.cccc. Ixxxii. Geuen in the presence of the right mighty Prince Richarde duke of Gloucester, Alexander duke of Albanye, a reuerendc father in God, lames bishop of Dunkeld, and the ryght noble lord Henry erle of Northumberlande, Colyn erle of Argile, Thomas lorde •Stanley, Master Alexander English and other, &c." When the duke of Glocester had thus obteyned hys purpose, and receyued writynges signed and sealed for the performance of thesame, he sent the instrumentes to kvng Edward •hys brother, whiche muche comended bothe his valiaunt manhode, and also his prudent pollicie, in conueyng hys busines, bothe to hys aw ne purpose, and also to the profit of the Realme. Kyng Edward, not a littel mused, and much more debated wyth hys counsayl, whether it were more profitable and honorable to hym .and hys Realme, to suffer the sayde mentioned mariage, to take effect, and procede to a conclusion, or els to requyre a repayinct, and rcdelyuery of the summes of money, apprompted and layde out for thesame purpose. After long consultation had, and it was considered in what case the realme & y kyng of Scottcs stock- in, for it was well knowcn that he and hys nobiltie were at great discord as you before haue hearde: it was considered farther, that if the nobilitie preuayled, and gat the sonerayn'tie, the lyne and succession of lames the thyrde, were likely to be totally extirpate, & disinherited for euer: it was also alledged that the prince of Scotlande, neuer condiscended nor as he hymsclfe sayd, woulde agre to thys rnocioned manage. These thynges .thus debuted, the kyng by great ad u ice, refused and reuoked all thynges to be done, for the more forwardnes of the sayde matrimony, and elected and chose the repayment of all suche summos of money, as for the occasion of the sayde betrusted mariage was nayd, and before -hand contented & delivered. And accordynge to the woordes of obligacion, made by the towtie of Edenhorough, he sent Gartier, hya principal kyng of Armes and Northumberland Herault, to declare and intimate to the Prouost and burgesses of Edenborough, the determinate refusall of the future matrimony, arid the eleccion and choyse of the repayment of the money and duetye. And for the farther ouerture of the whole conclusion, Cartier was instructed by writyng, what he should save and declare: and so by conuenient iorneys
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. I1IJ. iorneys came to the towne of Edenborough. viii. dayes before the feast of all sayntes, where he openly sayde as foloweth: I gartier kinge of armes seruaunt, proctour and in«s senger vnto the most hygh and mighty prince, my most dreadsoueraygne lord Edward by the grace of God, kyng of Englande and of Fraunae, and lorde of Irelande, byvertue of certain letters of procuracie here redy to be shewed to me, by my sayd souereygne lord made and geuen, make notyce and gene knowledge vnto you Prouost, Burgesses marchauntesand communaltie of the towne of Edenborough in Scotlande, that where as it was sometyme 
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    533 THE. XXIII. YERE OF snyrle brother. lames kynge of Scottes, puttynge in obliuion that Alexander hys brother was the oneiv Orgune and instrument, by whome he obteyncd libertie and fredome, seduced and led by Yylc und malicious persons, whiche maligned at the glorie and indifferent Justice of the duke of Albanye, imagined and compassed hys deathe, and exiled him for euer? what a pernicious serpent, what a venomous tode, & what a pestiferous Scorpion is that dfiielisbe whelpe, called priuye eniiye? Against it no fortres can defend, no caue can hyde, no wood cun shadow, no fouie can escape, nor no beaste can auoyde, her poyson is so stronge, that neuer man in authoritie coulde escape from the bytyng of her tethe, scrachyng of her paives, blastyng of her breath, defoulynge of her tayle. Wherefore, let etiery indifferent persone, serche Histories, rede Chronicles, looke on aucthores, aswell holy as prophane, and they shall apparauntly perceiue, that neither open wane, daily famine, or accustomed mortalitie, is not so muche an enemie, nor so greate a rnalle-to destroye, and stippedilate high power and nobilitie, as is roted malice, inwarde grudge, and dijsimuled hatred. Although that kyng Edwarde wer glad and ioyous, of all the prosperous successe, of all enterprises in the realme of Scotlande, yet euen now his Feuer tercian, of the wliiche he had languished sore, sithe his voyage royall into Fraunce, was sodainly turned into a vncurable quartain: For where he was before tossed, betwene hope and despaire, sometyme hote, sometyme colde, that the Matrimonie of his daughter, and Charles the dolphin, should come to the solempnizacion, according to the leage, betwene him and the Freche kyng, concluded at Picquegnie: Now was he cast into an indissoluble Melancoly, and acontinuall cold : For the lorde Hawarde, whiche was returned out of Fraunce, with many faire wordes, and painted promises but without tribute, or conclusio of the marige, certified the kyng of his awne knowledge: how that he beyng present, sawe the lady Margarete of Austrice, daughter to Duke Maximilian, sonne to the Emperor Fredericke, receiued into Fraunce, with pompe more then Emperiall, by the Duke of Burbon, the lorde Daibret, and many other lordes and magistrates of the realme, and so with greate triumphe, conueighed to Amboyse, where the Dolphin laie, and there was to hym contracted and espoused. Kyng Edwarde now beyng certain, how the Frenche kyng had with pleasaunt language, and colourable answeres, foded hym furthe, and allured hym to geue credence, to hys dissimulyng woordes, neither meanyng as he saied, nor shewyns* what he rneante: Determined with hymself, no longer to suffre so apparaunt wrong, nor so intoUerable an iniurie. Wherfore, he called his nobilitie together, and declared to them the manifold wrong, whiche he had receiued of late, at the handes of the Frenche kyng, and how he vntruly, and vnprincely, had broken the league and amitie, bothe in deniyng the paimeiit of the tribute, as also, in refusing the accomplishing! of the mariage of his daughter, accordyng as in the treatie was concluded. Requiryng them therefore to study, how to reuenge and punishe, so greate a shame, and so opprobrious a taunt, offered to their natiue Countrey. The nobilitie not a litle glad of this mocion, answered: that their whole desire was, to fight with the Frenche men, whom they so ofte times had vanquished, & profligated in battail, and that for the dignitie, and fame of their Countrey, they would let nothyng be vnattempted, offeryng hym in an instant, to be ready in harnes to fulfill his mynde and desire. When he knewe the toward myndes of his subiectes, of the Temporaltie, he moued the Spiritualtie (because by the Ecclesiasticall lawes, they be prohibited to weare arniure) to aide hym with money, for mainteinaunce of his warres, and suppressyng of his enemies. THE. XXIII. YERE. Th«.«ui. BEholde, while he was intentiue, and amployed his whole labor, diligence, and industrie, to furnishe and setforward this warre, whiche he newly had attempted and begonne : whether it was with the melencoly, and anger that he toke with the Frenche kyng, for his 1 vntruthe
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 339 rntrtithe and vnkyndnes, or were it by any superfluous surfet (to the jvhiche lie was mucho geuen) hesodamly fell sicke, and was with a greuous maledy taken, yea, so greuously taken, that his vitaill spirites, began to i'aile and waxe feble, whiche debilitie when he perceiued, lie called together all his nobles, whiche, that tyine were abonte London, vpon one daie (as he did diuerse tymes commen with them) and thus in effect, to theim saied: My welbeloued, and no lesse betrusted f'rendes, counsailers, and alies, if wee mortall men would daily and hourely, with our self reuolue, and intetiuely in our hartes engraue, or in our inindes grauously poder, the fraile and fadyng imbecilitie, of our humain nature, and the caduke fragilitie of thesame: wee should apparauntly perceiue, that we beyng called reasonable creatures, and in that predicament, compared and ioyned with Angel les, bee more worthy to be numcupate, and demed persones vnresonable, and rather to bee associate in that name with brute beastes, called vnreasonable (of whose life and death, no creature speaketh) rather then in that poynt, to bee resembled to the Angelicall societie, and reasonable compaignie. For while health in vs florisheth, or prosperitie abundeth, or the glosyng worlde laugheth, whiche is he, so reasonable of vs all, that can saie (if he will not erre from the truthe) that he once in a weke remebred his fatal! ende, or the prescribed terme of his enduryng : or once prouided by labor, study, or otherwise, to set a stedfast and a sure ordre, for the securitie, and profile, continuaunce either of his possessions and dominions, or of his sequele and posteritie, whiche after hym shall naturally succede : suche is the blyndnes, of our fraile and fragile nature, euer geuen to carnal concupiscence, and mundain delectacion, daily obfuscate and seduced, with that lothargious, and deceiable serpent, called hope of long life, that all we put in obliuion, our duetie present, and lesse remembre the pollitique purueighaunce, for thynges to come: For blyndly we walke in this fraile life, till we fall grouelyng with our iyes, sodainly vpon death. The vanities of this worlde, bee to vs so agreable, that when we begin to liue, wee esteme our life, a whole worlde, whiche once ouerpassed, it sheweth no better but dust, driuen a way with a puffe of wynde: I speake this to you of my self, and for your selfes to you, sore lamentyng, and inwardly bewailyng, that I did not performe and finally cosumate, suche pollitique diuises, and good and Godly ordinaunres, in my long life and paciffique prosperitie, whiche, then I fully determined to haue begonne, set forward, and completly to haue finished. Whiche, now for the extreme paines, and tortures of my angrie maladie, and for the small terme of my natural! life, I can neither performe, neither yet liue to see, either to take effect, or to sort to take any conclusion. For God I call to record, my harte was fully sette, and my rnynde deliberatly determined : so to haue decorated this realme, with wholesome Lawes, statutes, and ordinaunces, so to haue educated and brought vp myne enfantes and children, in vertue, learnyng, actiuitie, and pollicie. That, what with their royall puyssaunce, and your frendly assistence, the proudest Prince of Europe, durste not once attempte, to moue any hostilitie, against them, you, or this realme: But oh Lorde, all thynges that I of long tyme, haue in my mynde reuolued, and immagincd, that stelyng thief death, goeth about to subuerte, and in the morncH of an houre, clercly to suppcditate, wherefore (as men saie) I now beyng driuen to the verie hard \\ali: hauyng perfect confidence, and sure hope in the approbate fidelitie, and constannt integritic, whiche I haue euer experimented, and knowen to be radicate and planted, in the hartes of your louyng bodies, toward me and myne. So that I maie saie and aduowe, that neuer Prince bearytig scepter and Croune, ouer realmes and regions, hath found or proued, more .faithfuller counsailers, nor trewer subiectes, then I haue doen of you, nor ncuer Potentate nor gouernor, put more affiaunce and truste, in his vassals and seruauntes, then I, sith the adepcion of the Croune, fermely haue fixed, in your circumspect wised omes, and sober discresions. And now of verie force compelled, liyng in a dubious hope, betwene liuyng and diyng, betwene remembraunce and obliuion, do require you and instauntly moue you, that as I haue found you, faithful!, obediet, and to all my requestes and desires, (while 1 was here in healthe, conuersant with you) diligent and intentiuc: So after rny death, my X x 2 hope
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    340 THE. XXIII. YERE OF hone is with a sure anchor grounded, and myne imvarde conceipte vndubitully rcsolued, that the especiall confidence, and inwarde fidclitie, whiche, so long hath continued betwene vs, bcyn« together Huyng, shall not totally by my death, bee extincte and vanished like smoke. For what auaileth frendshippe in life, when trust deceiueth after death: What profiteth amitie in apparaunt presence, when confidence is fraudulently beguiled in absence: What loue groweth, by coniunccion of Matriinonie, if the ofspryng after dooe not agree and concorcie: Or what profiteth Princes, to auaunce and promote their subiectes, if after their death, the bountifulnes by tbeitn shewed, be of the receiuers of thesame and their sequele, neither regarded nor yet remembered: The paretes make the manage for an indissoluble amitie, Princes promote sometyme for fauoure, sometyme for deserte, and sometyme for pleasure: yet (if yon will consider) the verie pricke, to _the whiche ail giftes of promocions, do finally tend, it is to haue loue, iauor, faithful cousaill, and diligent seruice, of suche as be by them, promoted and exalted, not onely in their awne lifes, beyng but 'brief and transitorie: But also, that thei and their progeny, callyng to remembiaunce, the fauor, estimacion, and auauncernent, which, they of so liberal and munificent a prince had receiued and obteined: should with spere and shelde, toungue and wit, hande and penne, continually ttudie to defende, counsaill and prefer not onely hym duryng his life^ but also to serue, assist, and maintain his sequele, and lineall succession, as^the verie Images, and carnall portratures, of his stirpe, line and stemme, naturally clisceded. In this case am I, whom you knowe, not without ineffable trouble, and moste daungerous warr, to haue obteined the scepter, and cliademe of thisreahne and Empire, duryng whiche reigne, I haue had either litle peace, or small tranquilitie : And now when I thought tny self, sure of a quiet life, and worldly rest, death hath blowen his terrible trompet, calling and somonyng me (as I truste) to perpetuall tranquilitie, and eternall quietnes : therefore now for the perfecte, and vnmoueable confidence, , that I hane euer had in you, and for the vnfained loue, that you haue euer shewed vnto me, I commende and deliucr into your gouernau.ce, bothe this noble realme, and my naturall children, and your kynsmen. My children by your diligent ouersight, and pollitique prouision to bee taught, enformed, and instructed, not onely in the scieces liberall, verteous morall and gooil literature.: but also to be practised in trickes of marciall actiuilie, ar/d diligent exercise of prudent pollicie: For I haue hard clarkes saie, although I am vnlettered, that fortunate is that Realme, where Philosophiers reigne, or where kynges bee Philosophiers, and louers of wisedome. In this tendre age, you male writhe and turne theim, into euery forme and fashio: If you bryng them vp in vertue, you shall haue verteous Princes :. if you set them to learnyng, your gouernors shalbee men of knowledge, if you teache them actiuitie, you shall haue valiaunte capitaines, if thei practice pollicie, you shall haue bothe pollitique, and prudent rulers. On the other side, if by your negligence, thei fall to vice (as youth is to all euill, prone and ready) not .onely their honor, but also your honestie, shalbe spotted and appalled: If thei bee slogardes and geuen ta slothe, the publique wealth of this realme, must shortly decaye. If thei be vnlearned, thei rnaie by flattery sone bee blinded, £ by adulacion often deceiued. If thei lacke actiuitie, euery creature be he neuer so base of birthe, shall foyle and ouerthrowe theim, like domrne beastes and beastly dastardes. Therfore I desire you, and in Goddes name adiure you, rather to studie to make theim riche, in Godly knowledge, and verteous qualities, then to take pain to glorifie theim, with abundance of worldely treasure, and muadain superfluitie. And certainly, whe thei come to maturitie of age, and. shall peradueiir ture considre, that by your omission and negligent educacio, thei haue not suche graces, nor are endued with suche notable qualities, as thei might haue been, if you had performed the truste to you, by me committed : Thei shall not onely deplore, and lament their vngarnished estate, and naked condicion, but al so it maie fortune, that thei shall conceiue inwardly against you, suche a negligent vntruthe, that the sequele thereof, maie rather turne to displeasure then thanke, and soner to an vngratitude, then to a rewarde. My,
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    KYNG EDWARD THE. IIIJ. 341 My kyngdom also, I leue in your goucrnauncc, duryng the minoritie of my children, chargyng you on your honors, othes, and fidelilie, made and sworne to me, so indifferently to oidre and gouerne, the subiectes of thesame, bothe with Justice and tncrcic, that the \villes of malefactors, h.ane not to large a scope, nor the hartes of the good people, by to muche extremitie, bee neither sorofully daunted, nor vnkyndly kept vnder : Oh I am so slepie, th.'t I muste make an ende, and now before you all I commende my soule to almightie God, my sauior and redemer: my body to the wormes of the yearth, my kyngdom to the Prince my sonne, and to you my louyng frendes my harte, my trust, and my whole confidence. And euen with that, he fell on slepe: After diuerse suche charitable monicions and exhortacions (as the pangues and fittes of his sickenes would permit hym) sometyme to his nobilitie, sometyme to his familier frendes, made and declared: His maladie sodainly encreased, and grewe to so painfull an extretnitie, that short death was soner of him required, then longer life desired, wishyng ratlier departyng out of this worlde, then to abide the painfull smarte, of his dolorous pangues. Wherfore Attrapos hauyng compassion, of his continuall languishyng, and daily agony, dirupted and brake the threde, of his naturall life, the. ix. daie of April!, in the yere of our Lorde, M. CCCC. Ixxxiii. and in the fiftie yere of his bodily age, when he had reigned oner this realme, more in trouble then perfecte quietnes. xxii. yeres, one monethe and eight daies: whose corps was with funeral! pompe, accordyng to the royall estate of a kyng, conueighed to the Colege of "Winsore, to the which, he had been a greate benefactor, and there on the right hand, of the high aulter, princely enterred and intumilate, whose death was asrnuche lamented of his subiectes, as his life desired. He begat of the Quene Elizabeth his wife, tenne children whereof he left liuyng twoo soonnes, Edward Prince of Wales, and Richard duke of Yorke, and a bastard sonne called Arthur, whiche, after was Vicount Lisle, and came to good profe: beside these he left fiue daughters, Elizabeth, Cicilie, Anne, Katherine, and Uriget: all these wer maried, except lady Briget, which was a Nonne professed. This kyag Edward was a manne, of a goodly personage, of stature high, and excedyng all other in countenaunce, welfauored and comly, of iye quicke and pleasaunt, brode brested, and well set, all other members doune to his fete, kept iust proporcion with the bulke of his body : of wit he was quicke and pregnant, of stomacke stoute and bold, & of courage haute and high, of memorie moste perfecte, and especially of suche thynges, as he had trauailed in, in greate affaires & weightie causes quicke and diligent, in perelles and aduentures bolde and hardie, against his enemies, fierce and terrible, to his frendes and to straungers bountifuil and liberal, hauyng in warres moste prosperous lucke, and happie successe: From the pleasure of the body, to the whiche he was prone, & much geuen, he did muche abstein and forbere, for whiche cause, and also for the greate hurnanitie and lowlines, that in hym was by nature moste abundantly engendered, he vsed himself emong ineane persones, more familier, then his degree, dignitie, or maiestie required, whiche was the cause, that some suspected hym, to haue died of poyson. And it was said, he that all the daies of his life, had muche vsed liberalise, was towarde his latter ende, geuen to auarice and loue of money. And although lie founde his kyngdome, greatly impouerished, and almoste emptie, bothe of men of warre and money, yet after that he had pacified, and finished the ciuill discencion, he left his realme, of all thynges riche and abundauni. The spirituall promocions, he gaue euer to the moste famous and excellent Clerkes, and men of tbe best lining: Other of meane qualities, whom he muche fauored, he did not preferre to greate dignitie and high promocios but with money rewarded theim, whiche thyng many Princes (regarding not their honors) do not consider nor obserue: with all whiche notable verities, he ioyned to hym so surely the hartes of his people, that after his death, his life again was daily wished, and effecteously emong bis Subiectes desired, but wishyng serued not, nor yet their desire tooke none effecte. *Jf The ende of the prosperous reigne of Kyng Edward the fourthe, THE
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    342 KYNG EDWARDE THE PITIFULL LIFE OF KYNG EDWARD THE. V. IE eternall God callynge to his merci the noble prince Kynge Edward y\ iiij. of that name, Edward his eldest sonne (prince of Wales) beganne his reygne the ninthe daye . of April, in the yere of oure lord a thousande foure hundred fourscore & thre, and in the. iij. as shall xxjjj. yere of Lewes the leueiithe then Frenche kynge: Whiche younge prince reigned a small a'note'made space "& litle season ouer this realme, either in pleasure or libertie. For his vncle Richard at that duke of Gloucester, within thre monethes depriued hym not onely of his croune and regawrittsby5 litee, but also vnnaturally bereft hym of his naturall life: and for the declaracion by what syr Thomai craftje engine he firste attempted his vngraciouse purpose & by what false colourable and vntrue allegacions he set furlh openly his pretenscd enterprise, and finally, by what shameful!, cruell and detestable act he perfourmed the same : Ye niustc first considre of whom he and his brother dessended, their natures, condicions and inclinacions, and then you shall easely perceiue, that there coulde not bee a more crueller tiraunt apoincted to acheue a more abhominable entreprise. Richard Their father was Richard Plantagenet duke of Yorke, whiche began not by warre, but by piancagenet ]awe to calenge the crowne of Englande, puttyng his claime in the parliament, holden the y'orkc. thirty yere of kyng Henry the sixt, where either for righte or for fauoure, his cause was so set furthe and auaunccd, that the blonde of the saied kynge Henry, althoughe he had a goodly sonne, wasclerelyabiected, and the crowne of y realme (by auctoritie ofparliamente)enlayled to the duke of Yorke and his heires after the decease of thesayed kynge Henry the syxte. But the duke not entendynge so long too tary, but mindyng vnder the pretexte of discension growen and arisen within the realme, and of couenauntes made in the parliament, not kepte, but broken, to preuent the tyme and to take vpon hym the gouernaunce in kynge Henries life was by to tnuche hardinesse slaine at the battaill of Wakefelde, leuyng behinde hym thre The. iij. sonnes, Edwarde, George, and Richarde. All these three as thei were greate estates of chard duke" °irthe, so were taey greate and stately of stomacke, gredy of promocions and impaciente of Yorke, parteners of rule and autoritee. This Edward reuenged his fathers death and deposed kyng Henry the sixt, and attained the crowne and scepter of the realme. George clnke of Clarence was a goodly and well feautured prince, in all thynges fortunate, if either his owne arnbicion had not set hym against his brother or thenuy of his enemies hail not set his brother againste hym : for were it by the quene or nobles of her blud. whiche highly maligned the kynges kynred (as women comrnely, not of rnaiice but of nature, hate suche as their husbandes loue) or wer it a proud appetite of the duke hymselfe, entendynge to bee kynge, at the leaste wise, heinous treason was laied to his charge, and finally were ^ '" lau'te or wei* '1G faultelesse, attainted was he by parliament and Judged to death, and there vpon hastely drowned in a butte of malmesey within the towre of London. Whose fbuTof " death kynSe Edwarde (although he cormnaunded it) when he wiste it was doen piteously he Maimcsey, feewayled and sorowfully repented it. Thed«crip- . ^icnard duke of Gloucester the third sonne (of whiche I must moste entreate) was in cionofRi- witte and courage egall with the other, but in beautee and liiiiametes of nature far vnderctwdthe, netll bothe( for he was jitjg Of staturej eiuin featured of limnes, croke backed, the left shulder muche
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    THE FIFT. 343 muche higher than the righte, harde fauoured of visage, such as in estates is called a warlike visage, and emonge commen persones a crabbed face. He was malicious, wrothl'ull and euuious, and as it is reported, his mother the duches had muche a dooc in her trauaill, that she could not be deliuered of hym vncut, and that he came into the \vorlde the fete fonvarde, as menne bee borne outwarde, and as the fame ratine, not vntothcd: whether that menne of hatred reported aboue the truthe, or that nature chaunged his course in his beginnynge, whiche ia his life many thynges vnnaturally committed, this I leue to God his iudgemente. lie was noneeuill capitain in warre, as to y whyche, his disposicion was more enclined too, then to peace. Sondry victories he had and some ouerthrowes, but neuer for defaute of his owne persone, either for lacke of hardinesse or politique order. Free he was of his dispences and somwhat aboue his power liberal!, with large giftes he gatte hym vnstedfaste frendship: for whiche cause he was fain to borowe, pill and extort in other places, whiche gat hyrn stedfaste hatred. He was close and secrete, a depe dissimuler, lowlye of countenaunce, ar- vY"*/ rogante of herte, outwardely familier where he inwardely hated, not lettynge to kisse whom he thought to kill, despiteous and cruell, not alwaie for eiuill will, but ofter for ambicion and too serue his purpose, frende and fooe were all indifferent, where his atiauntage grewe, he spared no mannes deathe whose life withstode his purpose. He slewe in the Kynge towre kynge Henry the sixte, saiyngenow is there no heire male of kynge Edwarde the thirde, Henrx y* but wee of the house of Yorke: whiche murder was doen without kyng Edward his assente, the'toVir" which woulde haue appointed that bocherly office too some other, rather then to his owne b>" ?'chard brother. Some wise menne also wene, that his drifte lacked not in hclpynge furth his owne y brother of Clarence to his death, which thyng in all apparaunce he resisted, although he inwardly mynded it. And the cause therof was, as men notyng his 'doynges and prceedynges did marke (because that he longe in kynge Edwarde his tyme thought to obtaine the crowne in case that the kynge his brother, whose life he loked that eiui! diet woulde sone shorten) shoulde happen to diseace, as he did in dede, his chyldren beynge younge. And then if the duke of Clarence had liued, his pretenced purpose had been far hyndered ; For yf the duke of Clarence had kepte hymselfe trewe to his nephewe the younge king, or would haue taken vpon hym too bee kynge, cuery one of these castes had been a troumpe in the duke of Gloucesters waye: but when he was sure that his brother of Clarence was ded, then he knewe that he might worke without that ieoperdy. But of these poinctes there is no certentie, and whosoeuer diuineth orconiectureth, may as we! shote to fer as toshorte, but this conjecture afterwarde toke place (as fewe dooe) as you shall perceiue hereafter. Butafore I declare too you howe this Richarde duke of Gloucester began his mischeuous imagined and pretenced enterprice as apparatly shalbee opened, I muste a litle put you in remembraunce of a louyng & charitable acte, no lesse profitable then amicable to the whole comminaltie, if it had been so inwardely thought as it was outwardly dissirnuled which kynge Edwarde did liyng on his deathe bedde not longe before he died. For in his life, although that the diuision emongest his frendes somewhat greued and irked hym, yet in his helthe he lesse regarded & tooke hede to it, by reason that he thoughte that he was liable in al thynges to rule bothe parties, wer thei neuer so obstinate: But in his last sickenes (whiche continued longer then false and fantasticall tales haue vntruely and falsely surmised, as I my selfe that wrote this pamphlet truly knewe) when he perceiued his naturall strength was gone, and hoped litle of recouery by the hartes of all his phicisians whiche he perceiued onely to prolong his life. Then he began to consider the youthe of his children, howe bee it, he nothyng lesse mistrusted then that that happened, yet he wisely forseyng and consideryng that many armes might ensue by the debate of his nobles while the youth of his children should lacke discrecion and good counsaill of their frendes, for he knewe well that euery parte woulde woorke for their owne commodite, and rather by pleasaunte aduise to wynne theim selues fauour, then by profitable aduertisement to dooe the chyldren good : wherefore lir ynge on his deathe bed at Westminster, he called to hym suche lordes as then were aboute hym, whome he knewe to bee at variaunce, in especiall the lorde Marques Dorset sonne to the
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    3U KYNG EDWARDE the queene and the lord Hastynges, againstewhome the quene especially grudged for the fauoure that the king bare hym, and also she thoughte hym familier with the kynge in wanton compaignie : her kynne bare hym sore, aswel for that the kyng made hym capitain of Calei?, which office the lord Riuers brother to the quene claimed of the kyng his former promise, as of diuerse other giftes whiche he receiued that they loked for. And when these lordes with diuerse other of bothe parties were come vnto the kynge his presence, he caused hym self to bee raised vp with pillowes, & as I can gesse, saied thus or muche like in sentence to theim. An «hor- My lordes, my dere kynsmen and alies, in what plight I now lye you se, and I pertacio'of"' fightly fele by the whiche I loke the lesse while to Hue with you, therfore the more depely £aTtifed" I 'am moued to care in what case I leaue you, for such as I leane you suche are my chyldren Uij. in his like to finde you, whiche yf they should find at variaunce (as God forbid) they theim selfes beddl! mighte hap to fall at warre or their discrecion woulde seme to set you at peace : you se their youthe, of whiche I reken the onely surety to reste in your Concorde. For it suffiselh not all you to loue theim, yf eche of you hate other: if they were men your faithfulnesse might hap to suffice, but childhod muste bee maintained by mennes autoritie, and slipper youthe vnderprompted with elder counsaill, whiche they-can neuer haue excepteyou geue it, nor you geue it, excepte you agree, for where eche laboureth too breake that the other maketh, and for hatered eche impugneth others cou nsaill : there muste nedes bee a longe tracte or any good conclusion canne forewarde. And farther, while cache partie laboureth too bee chiefe flatterer, adulacion shall then haue more place then plaine and faithefull aduise, of wiche muste nedes ensue the eiuill bryngynge vp of the prince whose mynde in tender youth infecte shall redely fall to mischiefe and riote and drawe downe this noble realme to ruine: But yf grace turne hym to wisedome (whiche God send hym) then they whiche by eiuill meanes pleased hym beste, shall after fall fardest out of fauoure, so that at the lengthe eiuill driftes driue to naught, and good plain waies prospere and florishe. Greate variaunce hath been betwene you, not alwaies for great causes: Some tyme a thynge righte well entended and misconstrued hath been turned to the worse, or a small displeasure doen to you, either by youre owne affection, either by instigacion of euill tongues hath ben sore aggrauate. But this I wote well, you had neuer so greate cause of hatred as you haue of loue because we bee all menne and that we bee all Christen menne. This I will leaue to preachers to tell you and yet I wote not whether any prechers woordes ought more too moue you, then I that is goyng by and by to the place that they all preche of. But this shal 1 desire you to remembre, that the one parte of you beyng of my bloude, the other of my alies, and eche of you with other either of kynred or affinitee whiche is the very spirituall affinitee and kinred in Christe, as all partakers of the sacramentes of Christe his churche. The weightie of whiche consanguinitie yf we did beare as woulde to God we did, then shoulde we more bee moued to spirituall charite then to fleshely consanguinitee. Our Lorde forbid that you loue the worse together for the selfe same cause that you ought to loue the better, and yet that often happeneth, for no where finde we so dedly debate as emongest theim whiche by nature and lawe moste ought toagre together. Suche a serpente is ambicion and desire of vainglory and souereigntie, which emongest estates when he is once entred he crepith furth so far, till with deuision and variafice he turneth all to mischiefe. Firste longynge to be next to the beste, afterwarde egall with the beste, and at the laste chief and aboue the beste. Of whiche immoderate appetite of worship and the debate and discencion that grewe there by, what losse, what sorowe, what trouble hath within these fewe yeres growen within this realme, I pray God as well to forget as we well remembre, whiche thyng if I coulde as well haue forsene as I haue with my more pain then pleasure proued, by God his blessed lady (that was his common othe) I would neuer haue won the curtesies of mennes knees with the losse of so many heddes. But sith tbynges passed cannot be called agayne, muche more ought wee to bee ware, by what occasion wee haue taken so greate hurte before, that wee eftsones fall not into that occa6 sion
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    THE FIFT. 345 sion again. Now bee these greues passed and al is quiet, thanked bee God, and likely well too prospere in welthfull peace, vnder your cosins my children, yf God sendc thcim life, and you loue and concorde. Of whiche two thynges the lesse losse were thei by , whom although God did his pleasure, yet shoulde this realme alwayes fynde kynges, and paraduenture as good kynges as thei. But yf you emongest your selfes in a chyldes reigne fall at debate, many a good mannc shall innocently perishe, and happely he and you also, or this land finde peace and quiet agayne : wherefore in these laste woordes that euer I looke tospeake to you, I exhorte and require you all, for the loue that you haue borne too me, and for the loue that I haue borne to you, and for the loue that oure Lorde beareth to vs all: From this tymc forward all greues forgotten, eche of you loue other, which I verely trust you will, yf you any thynge regarde God or your kynges affinitee or kynrede, this realme, your owne countree, or your owne surete & wealth. And there with all, the kynge for faintenesse no longer enduryng too sitte vp, layed hym downe on his righte side, his face toward them. And there was none presente that coulde forbeare weepynge, but the Lordes confortynge hym with as good wordes as thei coulde, and answerynge for the tyme, as they thoughte shoulde stande with his pleasure. And there in his presence (as by their woordes apeared) eche forgaue other, and ioyned their handes together, when as it after appeared by their dedes their hartes were far a sunder. And so within a fewe daies, this noble prince disceased at Westminster the nynth daye of Aprill, in the yere of our lorde. M. cccc. Ixxxiij. after that he had .reigned, xxii. yeres one moneth and eight daies, and was with great funerall pompe conueighed to Windsore, leuynge behynde hym two sonnes, Edward the prince (of whom this story entreateth) a chylde of xiij. yeres of age, Richard duke of Yorke two yeres younger then the prince, & fiue daughters, Elizabeth, whiche by God his grace was maried to kynge Henry the seuenthe and mother to kynge Henry the eighte, Cicile not so fortunate as faire, firste wedded to the viscounte Welles, after to one Kyne and liued not in greate wealthe. Bridget professed her selfe a close Nonne at Sion, Anne was married to lorde Thomas Hauwarde after erle of Surry and duke of Northfolke, katherine the youngest daughter was maried to lorde William Courtney, sonne to therle of Deuonshire, whiche long tyme tossed in ether fortune, somtyme in wealth, after in aduersite, till the benignitee of her nephewe kyng Henry the eighte broughte her into a sure estate accordynge to her degre and progeny. This kynge Edwarde was suche a prince of gouernaunce and behaueoure in y tyme peace (for in y tyme of warre eche must bee others enemie) y ther was neuer any kyng in this realme attainyng the croune by warre and batlaill, so hertely beloued with the more substaunce of his people, nor he hym self so specially fauoured in any parte of his life, as at the tyme of his deathe: whiche fauour and affection yet, after his deathe, by the crueltee, mischiefs and trouble of the ternpestious world that folowcd, highly towardes hym more encreased. At suche tyme as he died, the displeasure of those that bare him grudge for kyng Henry the sixte sake (whom he deposed) was well assuaged and in effecte quenched within the space of. xxii. yeres, whiche is a greate parte of a mannes life, and some were reconsiled and growen into his fauoure, of the whiche. he was neuer straunge, when it was with true herte demaunded. He wasgoodley of personage and princely to beholde, of harte courageous, politique in counsaill, and in aduersitee nothynge abashed, in prosperite rather ioyfull then proude, iu peace iuste and mercifull, in warre sharpe and fearce, in the felde bolde and hardy, and yetneuerthelesse noferther, then reason and policve would aduenture, whose warres whosoeuer circumspectely and aduisedly considereth he shall no lesse commend his wisedome and policie where he aduoidcd them, then his manned where he vanquished them. He was of visage full faced & louely, of body mightie, strong and cleane made: with ouer liberall and wanton diet, he waxed somewhat corpulent ar\d hourly, but neuerthelesse not vncomely. He was in youth greatly geuen to fleshely wantonnes, from tLe whiche healthe of Y y body
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    KYNG EDWARDE body in great prosperitee and fortune witbonte an especiall grace hardely refraineth. This fault litle greued his people, for neither coulde any one mannes pleasure stretche or extend to the displeasure of very many, nor a multitude bee greued by a priuate mannes fantesy or volupteousnesse, when it was dooen withoute violence. And in his latter daies he left all wild daliaunce, & fell to grauitee, so that he brought his realme into a wealthie atwl prosperous estate, all feare of outwarde enemies were clerely extinguished, and nowarre was in hande nor none towarde, but suche as no rnanne looked for. The people were towarde tlieir prince not in a constrained feare, but in a true louyng and wilfull obedience emongeste theim selfe, and the commons were in good peace. The lordes whom he knewe at variaunce, he in hi* deathe bedde (as he thought) brought too good concorde, loue and atnitee. And a litle before his deathe, he had left gatheryng of money of his subjcctes, which is the onely thyng that draweth the hartes of Englishe menne from their kinges and princes: nor nothyng he either enterprised nor tooke in hande, by the whiche he shoulde bee drinen there vnto. For his tribute out of Fraunce he had a litle before recouered and obleined. And the yere before he died, he recouered agayn the towne of Benvike against the kyng of Scottes. And albeit that all the tyme of his reigne, he was so benigne courteous andfamilier, that no parte of his vertues was estemed more then those highe humilitees: Yet that condicion in thende of his last daies decaied not, in the whiche many princes by a longe continued soueraigntie, decline to a proud porte and behaueour from their condicions accustomed at their bcgynnynge. Yet lowlinesseand gentlenesse so far furth in hymencreased that the sommer before he died, he beevnge at the hauerynge at the bower, sente for the maire and aldermen of London thether onely to hunte & make pastyme, where he made theim not so hertye but so familiare and frendly chere, and sent also to their wiues suche plenty of venison, that no one thyng in many daies before gatte hym either mo hartes or more hertie fauour emongest the comon people, which oftentymes more esteine and take for greate kyndenesse a litle courtesie then a greate profile or benefite. And so this aioble prince deceased, as you haue hearde in that tyme when his life was moste desired, and when his people moste desired to kepe hym: Whiche loue of his people and their entiere affection towarde hym, had been to hys noble chyldren (hauynge ia theim selues also as many giftes of nature, as many princely verlues, as much good towardenesse as their age coulde receyue) a merueilous fortresse and a sure armoure, yf the diuision and dissencion of their frendes had not vnarmed theim and left theim destitute, and the execrable desire of soueraingtie prouoked hym to their destruccion, whiche yf either kynde or kyndnesse had holden place muste nedes haue been their chiefe defence. For Richard duke of Gloucester, by nature their vncle, by office their protectoure, to their father greately beholden and too theim by othe and allegiaunce bounden, all the bandes broken and violated whiche bynde man and man together, withoute any respecte of God or the worlde, vnnaturally contriued too bereue theim, not onely of tlieir dignitee and preheminence, but also of their naturall lines and worldely felicitee. And first to shewe you, that by conjecture he pretended this thyng in his brothers life, ye shall vndcrstande for a truth that the same nighte that kynge Edwarde died, one called Mistelbrooke, longe ere the daye sprog, came toy house of one Pottier dwellyng in Redcrosse strete without Creple gate of London, & when he was with hasty rappyng quickdy let in, the saied Mistlebroke shewed vnto Pottier that kyng Edward was that night deceased: by my truth quod Pottier, then will my master the duke of Gloucester bee kyng and that I warrant thee. What cause he had so too thynke, harde it is to saie, whether he beeyng his seruaunte knewe any such thyng pretensed or otherwise had any ynkelyng therof but of all likelihod he spake it not of naught. But now too returne to the trewe historic, wer it that the duke of Gloucester had of old sore practised this conclusion, or was before tyme moued there vnto and putte in hope by the tender age of the young princes his nephewes, as oportunitee and likely of spede putteth a nranrie in courage of that that he neuer intended. Certain it is, that he beeynge in the
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    THE FII-T. 347 the Northe parties, for the good gouernaunce of the countrye, beynge aduertised of his brothers deathe contriued the destruccion of his nephewes with the vsurpacion of tiie royall dignitee and croune. And for asmuche as he well wiste, and had holpe to maintain, along continued grudge and harte burning betwene the queues kynred and the kynges bloude, either parte enuiyng others autoritee, he now thought, as it was in deede, a furtherly beginnynge to the pursute of his entente, and a sure grounde and situacion of his vnnaturall buvldynge, yf he mighte vnder the pretence of reuengynge of olde displeasures, abuse the ignorauce and anger of the one partie too the destruccion of the other, and then to wyn to his purpose as many as he coulde: and suche ascoulde not bee wonne, mighte be loste or they loked therefore. But of one thynpe he was certain, that if his entent were once perceiued, he should haue made peace betwene bothe parties with his owne bloud : but all his entente he kept secrete till he knewe his frendes, of the whiche Henry the duke of Buckynghmn was the tirste that sente to him after his brothers death a trusty seruaunte of his called Persiuall to the citee of Yorke, where the duke of Gloucester kepte the kynge his brothers funeralles. This Persiuall came to Ihon Warde a secrete chamberer to the duke of Gloucester, desirynge that he in close and couerte maner mighte speake with the duke his master: where vpon in the dead of the nighte, the duke sente for Persiuall (all other beyng auoyded) whiche shewed to the duke of Gloucester, that the duke of Buckyngliam his master in this ne\ve \vorlde woulde take suche parte as he woulde, and woulde farther wayte vpon hym with a thousande good felowes yf nede were. The duke sente backe the messanger with greate thankes and diuerse priuey instruccions by mouthe, whiche Persiuall did somuche by his trauaill that he came to the duke of Buckyngham his master into the marches of Wales, and eftsones with newe instruccions met with the duke of Gloucester at Notyngham, whiche was come out of the Northecountree with many knightes and gentlemen to the numbre of sixe hundred horse and more, in his iourney towarde London. And after secrete metynge and communicacion had betwene hym and the duke of Gloucester, he returned with such spede that he brought the duke of Buckyngham his master to mete with the duke of Gloucester not far from Northampton with thre hundred horsses, and so they twoo came together to Northampton where thei first began their vnhappy entei price, and so the duke of Buckyngham contynued still with the duke of Gloucester til he was crouned kyng, as ye shal plally perceiue herafter. The younge kynge at the deathe of his father kepte houshoulde at Ludlowe, for his father had sente hym thether for lustice to be dooen in the Marches of Wales, to the ende that by theautoritee of his presence, the wilde Welshemenne and eiuell disposed personnes should refrain from their accustomed murthers and outrages. The gouernauce of this younge Prince was committed too lord Antony Wooduileerle llyuers and lorde Scales, brother to the quene, a wise, hardy and honourable personage, as valiaume of handes as pollitique of counsaill and with hym were associate other of the same partie, and in efiect euery one as he was nercr of kynne vnto the queue, so was he planted nexte abonte the prince. That drift by the quene seined to be diuised, whereby her bloudde mighte of righte in tender youthe bee so planted in the princes fauoure, that afterwarde it shoulde namely bee eradicated out of the same. The duke of Gloucester turned all this to their distinction, and vpo that grounde set the foundacion of his vnhappy buyldyng: For whom soeuer lie peroeiued too bee tit variauncp with theim, or to beare toward hymselfe any fauoure, he brake vnto theim, some by mouthe, some by writynge and secrete messengers, that it was neither reason nor yet to be suffered that the younge kynge their master and Uynsman shoulde bee in the handes and custody of his mothers kynrede, sequestered in maner from their compaignie and attenduunce, of whiche euery one oughte hym as faithefull seruice as they, and many of theim of farre more honorable parte of kynne then his mothers side, whose bloud quod the duke of Gloucester sauyng the kyng his pleasure, was farre vnmete to bee matched with his, which now to bee remoued from the kyng and the leaste noble to bee lefte aboute hym, is quod he Y y 2 neither
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    348 KYNG EDWARDE neither honourable to his maiestie nor too vs, and also too hym lesse suretie, to haue the nobles and mightiest of his frendes from hym, & to vs all no litle ieopardie to suffre, and specially our well proued euill willers too growe into greate autoritee with the kynge in youthe, namely whiche is lighte of belefe and soone perswaded. Ye remembre that kyng Edward hym self, albeit he was bothe of age and discrecion, yet was he i*uled in many thynges by that bende, more then stode either with his honour or our profile, or with the comoditee of anye man els, excepte onely the immoderate auauncemente of theim selues, which whether they thirsted sore after their owne weaker no, it were harde I thynke to gesse. And yf some folkes frendeshipe had not holdeti better place with the kynge then any respecte of kynrede, they might, paraduenture, easely haue trapped and broughte to confusion some of vs or this: and why not aseasely as thei haue dooen other or this as nere of the blud royall, but our lorde hath wroughte his will, and thanked bee his grace that perell is paste : howebeit as greate is growyng if we suffre this young kyng in his enemies handes, whiche, without his wittyng might abuse the name of his commaundemente to any of our vndoyng, whiche thinges God and good prouision forbid, of whiche good prouision none of vs hath any thynge the lesse nede for the late attonemete made, in whiche y kyng his pleasure had more place then the parties hertes or willes, nor none of vs is so vnwise or somuch ouersene as to trust a newefred made of an old foo, or to thinke that any onely kindenesse so sodenly contracted in an houre, continued scantly yet a fourtnight, should bee deper set in our stomackes, then a longe accustomed malice many yeres rooted. With these perswasions and writinges, the duke of Gloucester sette a fire theim whiche were easie to kyndle, and in especial twain, Henry duke of Buckyngham, and Willyam lord Hastynges, and lord Chamberlain, bothe menne of honoure and of greate power, the one by longe succession from his aunceters, thother by his offices and the kynge his fauoure. These two not bearynge cache to other so much loue, as hatred both to y quenes bloud, accorded together with the duke of Gloucester that thei would remoue from the kyng all his mothers frendes, vnder the name of their enemies. Where vpon the duke of Gloucester beynge aduertised that the lordes aboute the kynge entended to brynge hyrn to London to his coronacion, accompaigned with suche a number of their frendes that it shoulde be harde for hym to brynge his purpose to passe without the assemblyng and gatheryng of people & in maner of open warre, wherof the ende he wyst was doubtfull, and in the which the kyng beyng on the other syde, his parte shoulde haue the name and face of rebellion. He secretely therefore by diuerse meanes caused the quene to be perswaded that it was neither nede & should also be ieoperdeous for y kyng to come vp so strong, for as now euery lord loued other and none other thyng studied for, but the triumphe of his coronacion & honoure of the kyng. And the lordes about the kyng, should assemble in the kynges names muche people, thei should geue y" lordes betwixt whom & them ther had bene some tyme debate, an occasion to feare and suspecte least they should gather this people, not for the kynges saue guard, whom no man impugned, but for their destruction, hauyng more regarde to their olde variaunce then to their new attonement, for the which cause they on the other parte might assemble men also for their defence, whose powres she wyst well farre stretched, and thus .should all the real me fal in a roare, & of the mischiefe that therof should ensue (whiche was likely to be not a litle) y moste harme was like to fal where she least woulde, & then all the world would put her & her kynred in the blame, saiyng that they had vnwysely and vntrucly broken the amytie and peace whiche the kynge he" husband had so prudently made betwene her kynred and his, whiche amyte his kynne had aU waies obserued. The quene beyng thus perswaded, sent worde to the kyng and to her brother, that there was no cause nor nede to assemble any people, & also the duke of Gloucester and other lordes of his bend, wrote vnto y kyng so reuerently and to the quenes frendes there so lou �
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    THE FHT. 349 yngly, that they nothinge yearthly mistrustyng, brought the young kynge towarde London with a sober compaignie in great haste (but not in good spede) til he came to Northampton, and from thece he remoued to Stony Stratford. On whiche day. the two dukes and their -^ bende came to Northampton, fainyng that Stony stratfod could not lodge) them al, where t.AsS0 thei foud the erle Riuers, entendynge the nexte mornynge to haue folowed the kynge, and to be- with him earely in the mornyng. So that night, the dukes made to the erle llyuers frendly chere, butassone as they were departed very familier with greate curtesie in open sight & therle Ryuers lodged: the two dukes withafewe of their priuy frendes fel to councel, wherin they spent a great parteof the night, and in the dawnynge of the daye they sent aboute priuely to their seruauntes in their lodgynges to hast to horsebacke for their lordes were in maner redy to ryde, whervp5 all their seruauntes were ready or the lorde Ryuers seruauntes were awake. Nowe had the dukes taken the keyes of the ynne into their possession, so that none shoulde yssue out withoute their consent. And ouer this in the high way towarde Stony Stratford, they set certayne of their folkes that should cause and copell to retourne againe all persons that were passyng from Northampton to Stony stratforde, saiyng that the dukes them selfs would be the fyrst that should come to the kyng from Northampton: thus they bare folkes in hand. But when the earle Ryuers vnderstode the gates closed and the wayes on euery syde beset, neither his seruauntes, neither him selfe suffered to go out, perceyuinge so great a thynge without his knowledge, not begon for noughte, comparynge this present doyng with the laste nightes chere, in sofewe houres so greate a chaunge, marueilously myslyked it. Howebeit, sythe he coulde not get awaye, he determined not to kepe him selfe close, least he should seme to .hyde him selfe for some secret feare of his owne faute, wherof he saw no such cause in him selfe, wherfore on the suretie of his owne conscience he determined to goo to them and to inquire what this matter might meane: Whom assone as they sawe, they beganne to quarel with him, affirmyng that he pretended to set distaunce betwene the kyng and them to bryngethem to confusion, whiche shoulde not lye in hys powre, and when he beganne as he-was an eloquente and well spoken manne in goodlywyse to excuse hym seTfe, they woulde not heare his aunswere but toke hym by force and put hym in ward. And then they mounted on horsbacke and came in haste to Stony stratforde, where the kynge was goyng to horsebacke, because he would leaue the lodgyng for them, for it was to straight for bothe the copaignies. And when thei came to his presence, they alighted and their compaignie aboute them, and on their knees saluted hvm, and he them gentely rcceiued, nothing yerthly knowyng ner mistrustyng as yet. The duke of Buckyngham said aloude, on afore gentlemen, and yomen kepe your roumes, and therwith in y kynges presence they picked a quarel to the lord Richard Grey the quenes sonne, and brother to the lord Marques & halfe brother to the king saiyng that he and the Marques his brother anil the lord llyners his vncle had compassed to rule the kyng and the real me and set variaunce betwene thestates, & to subdue and destroy the noble blonde of the realme. And towarde thacomplishenTente of the same, they sayde, the lord Marques had entred into the towre of London, and thence had taken out treasure and sent men to the sea, which thyngcs these dukes knewe well wer done for a good purpose and as very necessary, appointed by the \vholecounsaillatLondon, but somewhat they muste saye: vnto the whiche woordes the kynge answered, what my brother Marques hath done I cannot saye, but in good fay the I dure well.answere for mine vncle Riuers and my brother here, that they lie innocente of suche mattiers. Yee my lieage quod the duke of Buckyngham, they haue kept the dealyng of these matters farre from the knowledge of youre good grace. And furthwith they arrested the lorde Rychard and sir Thomas Vaugham £ sir Richard Hawte knyghtes, in the kyngs presence, &broughtethe kyng and all back to Northampton, where they tokc further counsaill in their affaires. And there they sent from the kyng whom it pleased them, £ set aboute him such seruauntes as better pleased them then him. At which dealyng he wepte and was not content, but it booted not. And at dynner, the duke of Glocester sent a dyshe from his owne table to the lord Ryuers, praivng him to bee of good chere and all shoulde be well,
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    350 KYNG EDWARDE well, he thanked him & prayed the messenger to beare it to his nephiewe the lorde Richard with like wordes, whom he knewe to haue nede of cofort, as one to whom such aduersite was sti;aunge, but he hym selfe had bene all his daies ennured therwith, and therfore could beare it the better. But for al this message, the duke of Gloucester sent y lorde Ryuers, the lord Richard and sir Thomas Vaugliam and sir Richarde Hawte into the Northparties into diuerse prisons, but at last, al came to Poufret where they all foure were beheaded without Judgement. In this maner as you haue hard, the duke of Gloucester toke on him the gouernaunce of the yonge kyng, whom with much reuerence he conueied towardes London. These tidynges came barely to the queue before mydnighte, by a very sore reporte that the kynge her sonne was taken and that her brother and her other sonne and other her frendes were arrested, and sent, no man wyste whether. With this heauy tidynges the queue bewayled her chyldes ruyne, her frendes mischaunce, and her owne jnfortune, curssyng the tyme that euer she was persvvaded to leaue the gatherynge of people to brynge vp the kynge with a greate powre, but that was passed, and therefore nowe she toke her younger sonne the duke of Yorke and her doughters and went out of the palays of Westminster into the sanctuary, and there lodged in the abbotes place, and she and all her chyldren and compaignie were regestied for sanctuarye persons. The same night there came to doctor Rotherarn Archebyshop of Yorke and lorde Chauncelour, a messenger from the lord Chambrelayne to Yorke place besyde Westminster: the messenger was brought to the bishoppes bedsyde and declared to him that the dukes were gone backe with the young kyng to Northampton, and declared further, that the lorde Hastynges his maister sent him worde that he shoulde feare nothyng for all should be well. (Wei quod the archebishop) be it as wel as it wyl, it wyll neuer be so wel as we haue sene it, and then the messenger departed. Wherupon the bishop culled vp all his seruauntes and toke with hym the great seale and came before day to the quene, about whom he found much heauynesse, rumble, haste, businesse, couueighaunce and cariage of hirstufte into sanctuarye, euery man was busye to carye, beare and con ueigh stuffe, chestes & fardclles, no man was vnoccupied, and some caried more then they were commaunded to another place. The quene sat alone belowe on the rushes all desolate & dismayde, who the Archebishoppe contorted in the best maner that he coulde, shewyng her that the matter was nothyng so sore as she tookc it for, and that he was putte in good hope and out of feare by the message sente to hym from the lorde Hastynges. A wo worth him quod the quene, for it is he that goeth about to destroy me and my blodde. Madame quod he, be of good comforte and 1 assure you, yf they crowne any other kynge then your sonne whom they nowe haue, we thai on the morow croune his brother whom you haue here with you. And here is the great seale, which in lykewise as your noble husband deliuered it to me, so I deliuer it to you to the vse of your sonne and therwith deliuered her the greate seale, and departed home in the dawning of the day. And when he opened his wyndowes and loked on the Temys, he might see the riuer full of boatrs, ot the duke of Gloucester his seruauntes watching that no person should go to sanctuary, nor none should paste vnserched. Then was there great rumoure and commotion in the cites and in other nlaces, the people diuersely diuined vpon this dealynge. And diuerse lordcs, knightes and genlilmen, either for fauoure of the quene or for feare of them selfes, assembled compaignies and wc-nte flockyng together in harneis. And many also, for that they rrcompted this demeanour attempted, not so specially against other lordcs as against the kynge hym selfe in the dysturbaunce of his coronatyon, therefore they assembled by and by together to common of this matter at London. The Archebishoppe of Yorke fearinge that it woulde be ascribed (as it was in dede,) to ouerrnuchlightnes, that he so sodeinly had yelded vp the great, seale to the quene, to who the custody therof nothing apperteigned without especial commaundemente of the kynge, secretly sente for the seale againe and brought it with him after the accustomed maner to mete with the lordes. At
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    THE FIFT. 3$l At this metynge, the lord Hastynges, whose trueth towarde the kyng no man doubted, nor neded not to double, persuaded the lordes to beleue, that the duke of Gloucester was faithefull and sure towardes his prince, and that the lorde Ryuers, the lord Richard and other knightes apprehended, were for matters attempted by them against the dukes of Gloucester and Buckyngham put vnder arest, for their suretie, and not for the kings ieopardie, and that they were also in sauegarde there to remayne, tyll the matter were (not by the dukes onely) but also by all the other lordes of the kynges councell indifferently examined, and by their discrecions ordred and either iudged or appesed. And one thynge he auised them to beware of, that they iudged not the matter to farfurthe or they knewe the trueth, nor turnynge their priuate grudges into the common hurte, irritynge and prouokynge men vnto angre, and disturbyng the kyuges coronacion, toward which the dukes were commynge, for that, then mighte paraduenture brynge the matter so farre oute of ioynte, that it shoulde neuer be brought in frame againe, whiche yf it should bappe as it were likely to come to a felde, though al parties wer in al other thinges egual, yet shoulde the authorytee bee on that syde, where the kynge is hym selfe, with these persuasions of the lorde Hastynges, whereof parte he him selfe beleued, and of parte he wyst well the cotrary, these commocions were some what appeased. But in especiall, because the dukes of Buckyngham and Gloucester were so nere and came on so shortely with the kynge, in none other maner, nor none other voice or sembleaunce then to his coronacio, causing the fame to be blowen about that such persons as were apprehended had contriued the distruction of the dukes of Gloucester and of Buckyngham and other of the noble bloude of this realme, to the entente that they alone woulde rule and gouerne the kynge. And for the coloure thereof, suche of the dukes seruauntes as rode with the cartes of their stuffe whiche were taken, among the whiche stuffe no marueyle though some were harneys whiche at the breakynge vp of suche an housholde muste be broughte awaye or caste awaye, they shewed to the people, and as they went, sayd: lo! here be the barrelies of harneyes that these traitours had priuely conueighed in their cariages to destroye the noble lordes withal. This diuerse, (although it made the matter to wise men more vnlikely) wel perceiuyng that thentendours of suche a purpose woulde rather haue had their harneyes on their backes, then to haue boud them vp in bareiles, yet muche parte of the common people were therewith right well satisfied. When the kynge approched nere the cytee, Edmonde Shawe Goldesmythe then Mayre of Ed the cytie with the Aldermenne and shreues in skarlet, and fyue hundreth commoners in murraye receyued his grace reuerently at Harnesay Parke, and so conueighed him to the cytee, where he entred the fourth day of May, in the i'yrst and last ycre of his reigne, and was lodged in the bishoppe of Londons Palayce: but f duke of Gloucester bare him in open sight so reuerently, saying to all me as lie rode behold your prince and souereigne lord, and made such sembleaunce of lowlynes to his prince, that from the great obloquy that he was in so late before he was sodenly fallen in so great trust that at the conncel next assembled he was made the onely chiefe ruler, and thought most mete to be protectoure of the king and his- realme: so that, were it destiny or were it foly, the lambe was betaken to the wolfe to kepe. At whiche councell the Archebishop of Yorlce was sore blamed for deliueryng the great scale to the queue, and the scale taken from him and deliuered to doctor Jhon Russel bishop of Lyncolne, a wyse ma and a good and of much experience, and diuerse lordes and' knyghtes were appointed to diuerse roumes, the lord Chamberlayoe and some other kept the roumes that they wer in- before, but not many. Now were it so that the protectour (which alwayes you must take for the duke of Gloucester) sore thristed for the acheuynge of his pretensed enterpryse and thought euery daye a yere tyli it were perfourmed, yet durste he no further attempt as long as he had but half his pray in his hand, well wittyngthat yf he deposed the one brother^ all the realme woulde fall to the other, yf he remayned either in sanctuarye or shoulde happely be shortly conueighed to his fathers libertie. Wherfore incontinent at the next metynge of the lordes in councel he purposed to them that it was an heynous thyng of the, quene, and procedyng of great 4: malice
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    353 KYNG EDWARDE malice toward the kyngcs councelers that she shoulde kepe the kynges brother in sanctuarye from him whose speciall pleasure and comfort were to haue his brother with him, and that to be done by her to none other intent, but to brynge all the lordes in an obloquy and murmoure of the people, as though they were not to be trusted with the kynges brother, whiche lordes were by the whole assent of the nobles of the realine appointed as the kynges nere frendes to the tuycion of his royall person, the prosperitee wherof (quod he) standeth not alonely in kepynge from enemies and euill dyate, but partly also in recreacion & moderate pleasure, whiche he cannot take in his tendre youth in the compaignye of old and auncient persones, but in the famiiiare conuersacion of those that be not far vnder nor farre aboue his age, and neuerthelesse, of estate conueniente to accompany his maiestie, wherfore with whom rather then with his owne brother? and yf any man thynke this consideracion lighte (I thynke no man so thynketh that loueth the king) let hym consider that somtyme without smal thynges, greater cannot stand, and verely it redpuneth greatly to the dishonour of the kynges highnes and of all vs that be about his grace to haue it come in any mans mouth, not in this realine onely, but also in other landes (as euill wordes walke far) that y kynges brother should be fayne to kepe sanctuary. For euery man wyll iudge that iio man wyll so do for nought, and such opinions fastened in mens hartes be harde to be wrested out, and may .grow to more grief then any man here can diuine. Wherfore me thin keth it were noty worst to send to the quene some honourable and trustie personage, such as tendreth the kings weale and the honour of his coucell, and is also in credite and fauourc with her: for which considerations none semeth more metely to me then the reuerend father my lorde Cardinallarchebishopof Cauntorbury, who may in this matter do most good of all men yf it please him to take the payne, whiche I doubt not of his goodnes he will not refuse for the kings sake and ours and wealth of the young duke him selfe the kings most honorable brother, and for the conforte of my souereigne lorde hym self my most dearest nephiewe, considcryng that therby shalbe ceased the slaunderous rumore and obloquy now going abrodc,, and the hurtes auoyded that therof might ensue, and then must rest and quietnesse growe to all the realme. And yf she percase be so obstinate and so precisely set in her own will and opinion, that neither his wyse and faithfull aduertisemente can moue her nor any mans reason satisfye her, then shall we by myne aduice by the kynges authorvtee fetch hym out of that prison and brynge him to his noble presence, in whose continual! compaignye he shalbee so well cheryshed and so honorably intreated that all the worlde shall to our honour and her veproche perceiue that it was onely malice, frowardnesse and foly, that caused her to kepe him there. This is my mind for this time, except that any of you my lordes any thyng perceyue to the contrari, for neuer shal I by Gods grace so wed rny self vnto myne owne vvil, but I shalbe redy to change it vpon your better aduiccs. When the Protectour had sayde, all the councell affirmed that the macion was good and reasonable, and to the king and the duke his brother honourable, and a thyng that should ceasse great murmoure in the realine, yf the mother might by good meanes be induced to deiyucr him: \\hiche, thing the Archebishop of Cauntorburye, whom they all agreed also to be tnoost conuenieut thcrunto, tooke vpon hym to moue her, and therto to do his vttermooste endeuoure. llowbeityf she coulde in no wise be intreated with her good wyll to .delyuer hym, then thought lie and Mich of the spiritualtie as wer present, that it were not in any wyse too bee attempted to take hym out againste her wyll, for it woulde be a thyng that should turne to the grudge of all men and high displeasure of God, yf the pryuilege of that place should be broken whiche had so many ycres bene kept, whiche bothe Kynges and Popes had graunted and confirmed, which ground was sanctifyed by Sainct Peter him selfe more then fyue hundreth yeres agone. And syth that tyme, was neuer so vndeuoute a kyn^e thateuer enterprised that sacred priuilege to violate, nor so holy a byshop that durste presume the church of the same to consecrate: and therefore quod the Archebishop, God forbid that any manne shoulde for any yearthely enterprise breake the immunitie and libertie of vthat sacred sanctuary that hath bene the safegard of so many a good mans life, but I trust -1 quod
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    THE FIFT. 353 quod he, we shall not node it, but for any maner of nede I would we should not do it, f trust tliat she with reason slialbe contented and all thing in good maner obteiued. And yf it hap that I brynge it not to passe, yet shall I further it to'my best power, so that you all shal per-ceyue my good wyll, diligence, and indeauoure: But the mothers dreadc and womannishe feare shal be the let yf any be. Naye womannishe frowardnesse quod the Duke of Buckyngham, for I dare take it on .ray solle that she well knoweth that she nedeth no such thynge to feare, either for her sonne or for her self. For as for her, here is no man that will be at warre with women, would God some men of her kynne were women to, and then should all be sone in rest. Howbeit, there is none of her kynne the lesse loued for that they be of her kynne, but for their $\vne euill deseruynge. And put the case that we neither loued her nor her kynne, yet there were no cause why we should hate the kings noble brother to whose grace we oure seK'es be kynne, whose honoure yf she desired as oure dishonoure, and as much regard toke to his wealth as to her awne wyll, she could be as loth to suftre him to be absent from the kyng as any of vs, yf she had any wytte, as would God she had as good wyll as she hath frowarde wytte. For she thinketh her self no vvyser then some that are here, of whose faithful myndes she nothing doubteth, but verely beleueth and knowlegeth that they woulde be as sorye of his harrne as her awne selfe, and yet they would haue him from her if she abyde there. And we all I thynke be content that bothe her chyldren be with her if she came from thence and abyde in suche place where they may be with their honour. Nowe yf she refuse in the delhieraunce of him to folowe the wysedome of them, whose wysedome she knoweth, whose appiobate fidelitie she well trusteth: it is easye to percewe that frowardenesse letteth her, and not feare. But go to, suppose that she feareth (as who may let her to feare her awne shadowe)- the more we ought to fear to leaue hym in her handes, for yf she cast such fond doubles that she feare his hurte, then wyll she feare that he shall be fet thence, for she wyll soone thynke that yf men were set (which God forbyd on so great a mischief) the sanctuary wyl litle let them, which sanctuary good men as me thinketh might •without synne, somewhat lesse regard then they do. Now then, if she doubt least he might be fetched from her, is it not likely that she wyll send him somewhere out of the realme? verely I loke for none other. And I doubt not but she now as sore myndeth it, as we mynde the let therof: And if she might hap to bring that purpose to passe, as it were no great mastery to do, we letting her alone, all the world would say that we were a sorte of \vyse cousaillers about a king to let his brother to be cast away vnder oure noses. And therfore I ensure you faithfully, for my mynde, I wyll rather maugre her stomacke fetche hym awaye, then leue him there till her feare or fond frowarde feare conuey him away, and yet will I breake no sanctuary, for verely sith the priuelege of that place and other of that sorte haue of so log continued, I would not go about to breake it, but yf they were nowe to begynne I woulde not be he that should make them: yet wyl not I say nay, but it is a deede of pitie, that such men as the chance of the sea, or their euill debters haue brought into pouertee, should haue some place of refuge to kepe in their bodies out of the daunger of their cruel creditours. And if it fortune the croune to come in question as it hath done before this tytne whyle eche parte taketh other for traytours, I thynke it necessarye to haue a place of refuge for bothe: But as for theues and murtherers, wherof these places be full, and which neuer falle from their crafte after they once falle themnto, it is pytee that euer sanctuary should serue them, and in especiall wylfull murtherers, whom God commaundcth to be taken from the aulter and to be put to death. And where it is otherwvse then in these cases, there is no nede of sainctuaries, apointed by God in the old lawe. For yf necessile of his owne defence or misfortune driued hym to that deede, then a pardon seruetu him, which either is graunted of course, or y kyng of pytee and compassion geueth. Nowe loke howe fewe sainctuary men there be whom necessitee or misfortune compelled to go thether ? And then see on the other syd, what a sorte there be commonly therein of such, whom wylfull vnthriftynes hath brought to naught? what a rable of theues, murtherers and malicious hey7f z nous ncs'
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    354 KYNG EDWARDE \ nous traitours be, and that in two places specially, the one at the elbow of the cytee, and the other in the very bowels. I dare well a vowe it, yf you way the good that they do, with the hurte that commeth of them, ye shall fynde it inuclie better to lese both then to haue both. And this I say, although they were not abused (as they now be and so longe haue bene) that I feare me euer they wyll be whyle men be afearde to set to their handes to the arnendemente, as though God and saincte Peter were the patrons of vngracious liuynge. Now vnthriftes riote and ronne in debte vpon boldnes of these places, yea, and ritche menne ronne thyther with poore mens goodes, there they buylde, there they spende and byd their creditours goo whystle. Mens wyues ronne thither with their husbands plate, and say they dare not abyde with their husbandes for betynge, theues bring thether stollcn goodes and lyue theron. There deuyse they newe robberies nightely and steale oute and robbe, riue, and kyll menne and come agayne into those places, as though those places gaue them not onely a sauegard for the harme that they haue done, but a licence also to do more mischiefe: hon-ebeit, much of this great abusion, (yf wyse menne woulde sette their handes there vnto) might be amended, with great thankes of God and no breche of the priuelcge^ The conclusion is, sitlie it is so long a goo I wote not what pope and what prince more piteous then politique, hath graunted it, and other men sence of a religious feare haue not broken it, lette vs take a paine with it, and lette it stande a Goddes name in his force, as far furthe as reason will, whiche is not so farfurthe as may serue too lette vs of the fetching furthe of this noble inanne to his honoure and wealthe out of that place in the whiche he nether is nor can bee asanctuarye orpriueleged man. Asanctuaryeeuerseruethe toodefencle the body of that manne that standeth in daunger abrode, not of greate hurte onely, but of lawfull hurte: for againste vnlawr'ull hurtes and harmes no pope ner kynge entended to priuilege any one place wherein it is lawefull for one manne to doo another manne wronge. That na manne vnlawefully take hurte that libertie the kynge, the lawe and vene nature forbiddeth in cuery place and maketh too that regarde for euery manne euery place a sanctuarye : but where a manne is by lawefull meanes in perell, there nedeth he the tuicion of some speciall priuilege, whiche is the onely ground of all sanctuaries, from whiche necessitee this noble prince is far, whose loue to his kynge nature and kynred proueth, whose innocence too all the worlde, his tender youth affirmeth, and so sanctuarye as forhym is not necessary, ner none he can haue. Menne come not too sanctuarye as they come too baptisme to require it by his godfathers, he muste aske it hym selfe that muste haue it, and reason, sithe no manne hathe cause to haue it, but whose consience of his awne faute maketh hym haue nede to require it. What will then hath younder babe, which yf he had cliscrecion to require it yf nede were, I dare saye woulde bee nowe righte angry with them that kepe him there? And I would thinke withoute any scruple of conscience, without any breche of priuilege too be somwhat more homely with theim that be there sanctuarye menne in dede, that yf one go to sanctuary with another manr.es goodes, why should not the king leuyng his body at liberty satisfy the party of his goodes euen within the sanctuarye, for nether kyng nor pope can geue any place such a priuilege that it shall discharge a man of his debtes beeyng hable to paie. And with that diuerse of the clergie that were there present, whether, they saied it for his pleasure or as they thought, agreed plainly by the lawe of God and of the church that the goodes of asanctuarye man should be deliuered in paiment of his debtes, and stollen goodes to the owner, and onelye libertie reserued to hym to get his liuyng with the labour of his handes. Verely quod the duke I thynke ye saye very truth : And what if a rnans wife take sanctuary because she list to ronne'fro her husband? I would thynke if she can allege none other cause he may laufully without any displeasure done too sainct Peter, take her out of saincte Peters church by the arme. And yf no body may be taken out of sanctuary because he saieth he will abide there, then yf a chylde will take Sanctuary because he feareth to go to schoole, his master must let hym alone. And as simple as that example is, yet is there lesse reason in our case then in it, for there, though it be a childeshe feare, yet is there at the least some feare, and herein is no feare at all. And verely I haue harde of 4 sanctuarye
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    THE FIFT. 35.5 sanctuarye menne, but I neucr harde before of sanctuary children, and therefore as for tlie conclusion of my rnynde, whosoeuer may deserue to haue nede of it, if they thynkc it for their suretee let theim kepe it, but he can be no sanctuary manne that hath nolher discretion to desire it, ner malice to deserue it, whose life ner libertie can by no lawfull processe stande in ieoperdye: and he that taketh one out of sanctuary to do hytn good I saie plainly he breaketh no sanctuary. When the duke had done, the temporal menne wholy, and the most parte of the spiritual! nienne also thynkynge no hurt earthely ment toward the young baby, condiscended in effecte, that yf he wer not deliuered he shoulde be fetched oute. Howbeit, they thought it beste in aduoydyng of all maner of rumour, that the cardinal! shoulde tirste assaie to get him with her good will. And thervpon all the counsaill came to y sterre chamber at Westminster, and the cardinal leauing the protectour and other lordes in the sterre chamber, departed into the sanctuarye toy quene, accompaiguied with certain lordes, were it for the respecte of his honour or that she should by the persones of so many, perceiue that his arrande was not onely one mans mynde, or were it for that the protectour entended not in this matter to truste one manne alone, or els if she finally were determined to kepe hym, some of the copaignie had paraduenture some secrete instruction incontinente rnaugree her will too take him and to leaue her no respite to conueigh him. When the quene and these lordes were come together in presence, the Cardinall shewed vnto her that it was thought to the lorde protector and the whole counsaill that her kepyng of the kyng his brother in that place highly sounded, not onely to the grudge of the people & their obloquy, but also to the importable grief and displeasure of the kynge his royall maiestye, to whose grace it were a synguler comforte to haue his naturall brother in cornpaignie, and it was their bothes dishououres & theirs and hers also, to suffre him in sanctuary, as though the one brother stode in danger and perell of the other. And he shewed her farther that the whole counsaill had sent hym to require of her the deliuerye of him that he might be brought to the king his presence at his libertie out of that place which men reconed as a prisone, and there should he be demeaned according to his estate and degree, & she in this doing should both do great good to the realme, pleasure to the counsaill, profile to her self, succour to her frendes that wer in distresse, and ouer that, which he wiste well she specially tendered, not onely greate comforte and honour to the king but also to the young duke hym selfe, whose both great wealth it were to be together, aswell for many greater causes as also for their both disport and recreacion, whiche thinges the lordes estemed not lighte, though it semed light, \\ell ponderynge that their youth without recreacion and play cannot endure, ner any estraunger for the conuenience of both their ages & estates so metely in that poinct for any of them as the either of them for thother. My lord (quod the quene,) I saie not nay, but that it were very conueniente that this gen tleman whom you require were in the compaignie of the kyng his brother, and in good faith me thinketh it wer as great commoditee to theim both, as for yet a while too be in the custody of their mother the tendre age considered of the elder of theim both, but in especiall the younger, whiche besides his infancie that also nedeth good lookynge to hath a while been •so sore diseased with sickenes and is so newlye rather a litle amended then well recouered, that I dare put no persone earthly in truste with his kepyng, but my selfe onely, consideryng there is as phisicianssaie, and as we also finde, double the perell in the resiluacion that was in the firste sickenes, with which disease nature beeyng sore laboured, fore weried and weakened, waxeth the lesse hable to bear our a new surfet. And albeit there might be founde other that woulde happely cloo their best vnto hym, yet is there none that either knoweth better how to ordre hym then I, that so long haue kept him, or is more tendrely like too cherishe hyin then his owne mother that bare hym. No man denieth good madame, quod the Cardinall, but that your grace of all folke wer moste necessary aboute your chyldren, and so woulde all the counsaill not onely bee contente but also glad that it were if it might stand with your pleasure to be in such place as might stand with their horioure, Z z 2 But
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    336 KYNG EDWARDE But yf you apoincte your selfe too tary liere, then thynke they it more couenient the duke o? Yorke \ver with the king honorably at his libertie to tlie cotntbrt of theim bothe, then here as a sanctuary man to their both dishonour and obloquy, sith there is not aUay so great necessite to haue the child with the mother, but that occasion somelyme may be such that it should be more expedient to kcpe him els where, which in this well apereth, that at suche tyme that your most derest sonne then prince and now kyng should for his honor and good ordre of the'countree kepe houshoulde in Wales far out of your kepyng, your grace was well content therewith your self. Not very well content (quod the queue) & yet the case is not like, for the one was then in health and the other is now sicke, in which case I maruaiU greatcly why my lorcle protectonr is so desirous to haue him in kepyng, where if the child in his sickenesse miscaried by nature, yet might he ronne into slaunder & suspicion of fraud. And they call it a thyng so sore against my childes honour & theirs alsoy he abideth in this place, if is all their honoures there. to suftre him abyde where no ma doubteth he shalbe best kept, & that is here while I am here, which as yet entende not to come furthe & ieoperde mv self after other of my frendes, which would God wer rather here in suretee with rne, then I were there in ieoperdie with theim. Why madame (quod the lord Haward) knowe you any thing why they should bee in ieopardie: Nay verely (quod she,) nor why they should be in prisorT neither as they now be, but I trowe it is no gre:it marueill though I feare least those that haue not letted to put them in duraunce withoute colour, will let as litle to procure their dislruction without cause. The cardinal made a countenaunce to the lord Haward that he shoulde harpe no more vpon that string: and then saied he too the quene that he nothyng doubled but those lordes of her kynne the which remained vnder a reste should vpon the matter examined doo well ynough, & as towarde her noble persone, neither was nor coulde be any maner of ieoperdie. Whereby shoulde I trust that (quod the quene) in that I am gyltesse, as though they were gyltie, in that I am with their enemies better heloued then they, when they hate theim for my sake, in that I am so nere to the king, and ho\ve farre bee they of that woulde helpe, as God send grace they hurt not.. And therefore as yet I purpose not too depart hence: as for this gentleman my sonne, I mynde he shal bee where I am till I see further, for I see some men so greedy withoute any substanciall cause too haue him, which maketh me much more further and scrupulous to deliuer him. Truly madame (quod the Cardinall) the further that ye be to deliuer him, the further be other menne too suffre you too kepe him, leaste your causelesse feare, might cause you farther too conueighe hym, and many thynke he can here haue no priuilege whiche can haue neither will too aske it, nor yet malice or offence to nede it. And therefore they recon no priuilege broken, although they fetch him out of sanctuarie, whiche yf you finally refuse too deliuer hym, I thynke verely the counsaill will enfraunchese him, so much dread hath my lorde his vncle, for the tendre loue that he beareth him, leaste your grace should sendc him away. Ah, quod the quene, hath he so tendre a zeale to him that he feareth nothing, but leaste he should escape hym? Thinketh he that I would send him hece, which is neither in the plight to send out? and in what place could I recon hym sure yf he be not sure in this sanctuary? wherof was there neuer tiraunte yet so deuelishe, that durst attempt too breake the priuilege, & I trust God is now as strong to withstand his aduersaries as euer he was. But my sonne can deserue no sanctuary, you saye, and therefore he can not haue it, forsothe the lord protectour hath sent a goodly glose, by the which that place that maye defend a thefe, maie not saue an innocent: but he is in no ieoperdie nor hath no nede therof, I would God he had not. Troweth the protector. (I pray God he maie proue a protectour, rather then a destroyer, where vnto his painted processe draweth) y is it not honourable that the duke byde here? it were more confortable to them both that he were with his brother, because the kyng lacketh a play feloe, yea be you sure, I praye God send him better plaie felowes then him that maketh so high a matter vpon guch a trifleyng pretext, as though there could none be found to play with the kyng, but if his brother which hath no luste to plaie for sickenesse, must come out of sanctuary, out of his sauegard
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    THE FIFT. 357 sauegard to play with him as though that princes so young as they bee, could not play without their peeres, or children coulde not play without their kynred, with whom tor the more parte they agree much worse then with straungiers. But the chylde you say cannot require the priuilege, who told the protectour so? Aske hym and you shall here him aske it, and so shall he yf ye will. Howbeit, this is a straunge matter, suppose he coulde not aske it & thynke he would not aske it, and imagene he would aske to go out, if I say he shal notr: Note yf I aske the priuilege, but for my self, I say that he that againste my willtaketh out', hym, breaketh sanctuarie. Scrueth this libertie for my persone onely or for my goodes to?' you may not fro hence take my horsse from me, yf I stale hym not nor owe you nothing:: then foloweth it, that you may not take my child from me, he is also my ward, for as farre as my learned counsaill shewcth me, he hath nothing by dissente holden by knightes seruyce, but by socage : then the lavve rnaketh me his guarden, then maye no manne lawfully (I suppose) take my warde from me out of this place, without the breche of sanctuary, and if my priuilege coulde not serue him, nor he aske it for him self, yet sith the lawe committeth to me the custody of hym, I maye require it for hym, excepte the lawe geue 
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    358 KYNG EDWARDE she feared leste, they mighte bedeceiued, so well was she assured that they woulde not be corrupted: then thought she that it would make theim y more warely too loke to him and the more circumspectely to see his surety, yf she with her owne handes betooke him them by truste, and at the laste she toke the young duke by the hand and said vnto the lordes, my lorde quod she and all my lordes, neither am I so vnwyse to mystruste your vvittes, nor so suspicious to mistruste your truthes: of the which thyng I purpose to make suche a proofe, that if either of both lacked in you, might turne both me to great sorowe, the real me to much harme and you to great reproche. For lo, here is quod she this gentlema, whom I doubt not but I could kepe safe if I would, whatsoeuer any manne saie, and I double not also but there be some abroade so dedly enemies vnto my bloud, that yf they wiste where any of it lay in their own body they would let it out: we haue also experiece that the desire of a kyngdome knoweth no kynrede, the brother hath been the brothers bane, and may the nephewes be sure of the vncle ? eche of these children are others defence while they be a sunder, and eche of their liues liethin others body, kepe one safe and both be sure, and nothing to both more perilous theri both too be in one place: for a wise marchaunte neuer auentureth al his gooddes in one ship. Al this notwithstandyng, here I deliuer him and his brother in him, to kepe to your handes, of whome I shall aske them bothe before God and the worlde. FaithefuU you be and that I wote well, and I knowe you be wise and of power and strength yf you liste to kepe him, for you lacke no helpe of your selues, nor nede to lacke no helpe in this case, and yf you cannot els where, then maye you leaue hym here : But oriely one thyng I beseche you, for the trust that his father put you in euer, and for the truste that I putte you in now, that as farre as you thynke that I feare to muche, ye be well ware that you feare not to litle. And therewith all she saied to the chyld, farewell mine owne swete sonne, God send you good kepyng, let me once kisse you or you go, for God knoweth whc we s;/al kisse together agayn, & therewith she kyssed hym, & blessed hym, and turned her backe & wepte, goyng her waie, leauyng the poore innocet chylde wepyng as faste aa the mother. When the Cardinall and the other lordes had receyued the younge duke, they brought him into the starre chaumbre, where the protectoure toke him into his armes and kissed hym with these wordes: now welcome my lorde with all my verie herte, & he saied in that of likelihod euen as he inwardely thought, and there vpon, furthwith brought him to the kyng his brother into the bishoppes palace at Paules, and from thence through the cytee honorably into the tower, out of which after that daie they neuer came abrode. When the protectour had both the chyldren in his possession, yea £ that they were in a sure place, he then began to thrist to se the ende of his enterprise. And to auoyde al suspicion, he caused all the lordes whiche he knewe to bee faithfull to the kyng to assemble at Baynardes castle to comen of the ordre of the coronacion, whyle he and other of his complices & of his affinitee at Crosbies place contriued the contrary and to make the protectour kyng : to which counsail there were adhibite very fewe, and they very secrete. Then began here & there some maner of mutterynge emongest the people, as though all thyng should not long be well, though they wyst not what they feared nor wherfore : were it, that before suche greats thynges, mennes hertes (of a secrete instinct of nature) misgeueth theim, as the southwynde sometyme swelleth of hym selfe before a. tempeste, or were it that some one manne happely somewhat perceiuyng, filled many men with suspicio thoughe he shewed fewe men what he knewe : howbeit, the dealing it selfe made men to muse on the matter, though the counsaill were close, for litle and litle all folke drewe from the tower where the kyng vyas and drewe to Crpsbies place, so that the protectoure had all the resorte, and the kyng in maner desolate. Whyle some made suyte vnto theim that had the doyng, some of theim were by their frendes secretly warned, that it might happely turne them to no good to be to muche attendaunt on the kyng without the protectoures apoinctemente, whiche remoued diuersc of the kyng his olde seruauntes from him, and sette newe in their roumes aboute hym. Thus
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    THE FIFT. 359 Thus many thynges comyng together, partly by chaunce and partly by purpose, caused at length not comon people onely, whiche wauer with the wynde, but \vyse men also and some lordes to marke the matter and muse ther vpon: in so much as the lorde Stanley •whiche afterwarde was erle of Derby wysely mistrusted it and saied to the lord Hastynges, that he rnuche misliked these two seuerall counailes, for while we q11 he talke of one matter at the one place, lule w'ote we whereof they talke in the other: peace my lorde qd the lorde Hastynges, on my lyfe neuer double you, for while one man is there,' which is neuer thence, neither can there be any thins; once mynded that should sounde amisse towan'e me, but it should be in myne eares or it were well out their mouthes. This ment he by Catesby whiche was nere of his secrete counsail, and whom he familierly vsed in his most waightie matters, pnttyng no man in so speciall truste as him reconyng him selfe to no man so liete sith he uiste well there was no man to hym so much beholdyng as was this Catesby, which was a man wel learned in the lawes of this lande, and by the speciall fauoure of the lorde Hastynges in good aucthoritie and rnuche rule bare in the counties of Lecestre & Northampton where the lorde Hastynges power laye. But surely great pitie was it that he had not either more trueth or lesse wit, for hys dissimulacion onely, kept all that mischief vp, in whom if the lorde Hastynges had not put so speciall truste, the lorde Stanley and he withdiuerse other lordes had departed into their countrees and broken all the daunce, for many euill signes that he sawe, whiche he nowe construed all for the beste, so surely thought he that there could be no harme towarde hym in that council! entended where Catesbye was. And of trueth the protectoure and the duke of Bukyngham made very good sembleaunce vnto the lorde Hastynges and kept hym muche in their compaignye. And vndoubtedly, the protectour loued hym well, and lothe was to haue loste him sauyng for feare leste his lyfe should haue quayled their purpose, for the whiche cause he moued Catesby to proue with some wordes cast out a farre of, whether he could thinke it possible to wynne the lorde Hastynges to their parte. But Caiesby, whether he assayed him or assayed him not, reported vnto hym that he found him so fast, and herde him speake so terrible wordes that he durst no farther breake: and of a truth the lord Hastynges of very truste shewed vnto Catesby the mistruste that other began to haue in the matter. And therefore, he fearyng leste their mocios might with the lord Hastynges minishe his credence, where vnto onely all the matter leaned, procured the protectour hastely to ryd hym & much the rather, for he trusted' by hys death to obtayne muche of the rule whiche the lord Hastynges bare in hys countree, the onely desyre whereof, was the thyng that enduced him to be procurer and one of the speciallest contriuers of all thys horrible treason. Where vpon the lorde protectour caused a counsaill to be set at the tower on the fridaye the thirtene daye of lune, where was muche commonyng for the honourable solemnitee of the coronacion, of the whiche the tyme appoincted aproched so nere, that the pageauntes were a makyng daye £ night at Westminster, and vitaile killed whiche afterwarde was caste awaye. These lordes thus sittyng comonyng of this matter, the protectour came in emong theim about nyne of the clocke salutyng theim curteously, excusyng him self that he had beenfrom theim so long saiyng merely that he had been a sleper that daye. And after a litle talkyng with them he sayed to the bishopp of Ely, my lorde you haue verye good strawberies in youre garden at Ilolborne, I require you let vs haue a messe of theim. Gladly (my lord qd he) I would I had some better thing as redy to your pleasure as that, and with that in all hast he sente his seruaunt for a dishe of strawberies. The protectour set the lordes faste in comonyng and there vpon prayed theim to spare him alitle, and so he departed and came agayn betwene. x. and eleuen of the clocke into the chambrc all' chaunged with a sowre angry countenaunce knittyngthe browes, frownyng and fretyngand gnawyng on his lips and so set hym doune in his place. All the lordes were dismaied and>sore marueyled of this maner and sodeyne chaunge and what thyng should hym ayle. When he had .sit ten a v,hyle, thus he began: What were they worthy to haue that copasse and yrnagine the destruction
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    366 KYNG EDWARDE struccion of me beyng so neare of bloud to the kyng & protectoure of this his royall realme : At which question, all the lordes sate sore astonyed, musyng muche by whom the question should be ment, of which euery man knew him self clere. Then the lorde Hastynges as he that for the familiaritie that was betwene theim, thought ho might be boldest with him, aunswered and sayd that they were worthy to be punished as heynous traytours what soeuer they were, and all the other affirmed the same, that is (qd he) yonder" sorceres my brothers wife and other witli her, mcnyng the quene, at these voordes many of the lordes were sore abashed whiche fauoured her, but the lorde Hastynges was better content in hys mynde that it was moued by her then by any other that he loued better, albeit hys hart grudged that he was not afore made of counsail of this matter as well as he was of the takyng of her kynred and of their puttyng to death, whiche were by hys assent before deuysed to be beheaded at Pomfrete, this selfe same daye, in the whiche he was not ware that it was by other deuised that he hym selfe should the same dave be beheaded at London : then sayed the protectour in what wyse that sorceresse and other of her counsayle, as Shores wyfe with her affinitie haue by their sorcery and witchecrafte this wasted my body, and therwith plucked vp his doublet sleue to his elbowe on hys lefte arme, where he shewed a weryshc wythered arme & small as it was neuer other. And therupon, euery mannes mynde mysgaue theim, well perceyuyng that this matter was but a quarell, for well they wist that the quene was botli to wyse to go about any such folye, Sc also if she would, yet would she of all folke make Shores wyfe least of her connsaile whom of all women she most hated as that cocubine whom the kyng her husband most loued. Also, there was no manne there but knewe that hys arme was euer such sith the day of his birth. Neuerthelesse the lorde Hastynges, which from the death of kyng Edward kept Shores wife, whom he somwhat doted in the kynges lyfe, sauyng it is sayed that he forbare her for reuerence towarde his kyng, or els of a certayne kynde of fidelitie towarde his frend. Yet nowe his hart somewhat grudged to haue her whom he loued so highly accused, and that as he knewe well vntruely, therefore he aunswered and sayed, certaynly my lorde, yf they haue so done, they be worthy of heynous punishement, what qd the protectour, thou seruest me I wene with yf and with and, I tell the they haue done it, and that wyll I make good on thy bodye traytour. And therewith (as in a great anger) he clapped his fyste on the horde a great rappe, at whiche token geue, one cried treason without the chamber, and therwith a doore clapped, and in came rushyng men in harneyes as many as the chamber could hold. And anone the protectoure sayed to the lorde Hastynges, I arrest the traytoure, what me my lorde qd he: yea the traytoure qd the protectour. And one let five at the lorde Stanley, which shroncke at the stroacke and fell vnder the table, or els hys head had bene cleft to the teth, for as shortly as he shrancke, yet ranne the bloud aboute his eares. Then was the Archebishop of Yorke and doctour Morton bishopp of Ely & the lorde Stanley taken and diners other whiche were bestowed in dyuers chambers, saue the lorde Hastynges (whom the protectour comaunded to spede and shryue him apace) for by sainct Poule (qd he) I wyll not dyne tyll I se thy head of, it boted hym not to askc why, but heuily he toke a priest at auenture and made a shorte shrift, for a lenger woulde not be suffered, the protectour made so much hast to his dyner, which might not go to it tyll this murther were done, for sauyng of hys vngracious othe. So was he brought furthe into the grenc besyde the chapel within the towre, and his head layed doune on a logge of tymber that lay there for builclyng of the chapel, & there tyrannously striken of, and after his body and head wer enterred at Wyndesore by his maister kyng Edward the forth, whose soulcs lesu pardon. Amen. A merueilous case it is to heare, either the warnynges that he should haue voyded, or the tokens of that he could not voyde. For the next night before his death, the lorde Stanley sent to him a trusty messenger at midnight in all the haste, requiryng hym to ryse and ryde awaye with hym, for he was disposed vtterly no lenger for to abyde, for he had a fearful] dreame in the whiche he thought that a bore with his tuskes so rased them bothe by
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    THE FIFT. 361 by the heades that the bloud ran aboute bothe their shoulders, and for asmuch as the protectourgaue the bore for his cognisaunce, he ymagined that it should be lie. This drearne made suche a fearfull impression in hys harte, that he was throughly detennyned no lenger to tary but had his horse redy, yf the lorde Hastynges would go with him, Sa that they Mould ryde so farre that night, that they should be out of daunger by the next day. A good lord (q* the lord Hastynges) to the messenger, leaneth my lorde thy maister so much to suche tryfles, and hath suche faithe in dreames, whiche either hisawne feare phantasieth, or do ryse in the nightes rest by reason of the dayes thought. Tell him it is playne wichcraft to beleue in such dreames, which if they were tokens of thinges to come, why thynketh he not that we might as likely make theitn true by oure goyng yf we were caught and brought backe, (asfrendes fayle fliers) for then had the bore a cause lykely to race vs with his tuskes, as folkes that fled for some falshead, wherefore either is there peryll, nor none there is deede, or if any be, it is rather in goyng then abidyng. And if we should nodes fall in peril one way or other,^yet had I leauer that me should se it were by other mes falshed, then thynke it were either our awne faute or faynte feble hart, and therefore go to thy maister and comende me to him, & saye that I praye him to be mery & haue no feare, for I assure hym, I am assured of the man he wotteth of, as I am sure of myne awne hand. God send grace (q11 the messenger) and so departed. Certeyn it is also that in redyng towarde the towre the same mornyng in whiche he was beheaded, hys horsse that he accustomed to ryde on stombled with him twyse or thryse almost to the fallyng, which thyng although it happeth to them dayly to whom no mischance is towarde, yet hath it bene as an olde euyll token obserued as a goyng toward mischiefe. Now this that foloweth was no warning but an enuious scorne, the same morning ere he were vp from his bed where Shores wife lay with him all night, there came to him sir Thomas Haward sonne to the lorde Haward (whiche lord was one of the priueyest of the lord protectors counsaill and dooyng) as it were of curtesye to accompaignie hym to the counsaile, but of truthe sent bv the lorde protectourto hast hym thitherward.* This sir Thomas, while the lord Hastynges stayed awhile commonyng with a priest who lie met in the Towrstrete, brake the lordes tale, saiyng to him merely, what my lord I pray you come on, wherfore talke you so long with that priest, you haue no nede of a priest yet, & laughed vpon hym, as though he would saye, you shall haue nede of one sone: Kut lytle wyst the other what he ment (but or night these wordes were well remebred by them that hard them) so the true lord Hastynges litle mistrusted, & was neuer merier, nor thought his life in more suretie in al his dayes, which thyng is often a signe of chauge: but I shall rather let any thyng passe me then the vayne surety of mans mynde so neare his death, for vpo the very towre wharffe, so neare the place where his head was of, so sone after, as a ma might welcast a balle, a pursyuaut of his awne called Hastynges mette with hym, & of their metyng in that place he was put in remebraunce of another tyme, in which it happened them to mete before together in the place, at which tyme the lorde Hastynges had bene accused to kyng Edward by the lord Ityuers the quenes brother, insomuche that he was fora while which lasted not long highly in the kynges indignacion as he now mette the same pursiuautin the same place, the ieoperdy so well passed, itgaue him great pleasure to talke with him therof, witlr'whom he had talked in the same place of that matter, & therfore he sayed, Ah Hastvnges, artthou remebred when I mette the here once with an heatiy hart : Ye my lorde (q11 he) that I remembre well, and thaked be to God they gat no good ner you no harme thcrby, thou wouldest saye so (qd he) yf thou knewest so inuche as I do, whiche few knowe yet, & mo shall shortly, that meant he that therle llyuers and the lord Richard £ sir Thomas Vaughan should that day be beheaded at Fotnfrete, as thei were in dede, which actc he wist wel should be done, but nothyng ware that the axe hong so nere his awne head. In faith ma (qA he) I was neuer so sory ner ncuer stode in so greate daunger of my lyfe as I dyd when thou and I mette here, and lo the worlde is turned nowe, nowe stand myne enemies in the daunger as thou inaist happe to hear more hereafter, and I neuer 3 A in
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    362 KYNG EDWARDE in my lyfe merier nor ncuer in so great surety, I praye God it proae so (qd Hastynge?, proue q1* he: doubtest thou that) nay nay I warraunt the, and so in maner displeased lie entered into the Tow re, where he was not long on lyue as you haue heard. O lorde God the blyndnesse of our mortal nature, when he most feared, he was in mos-te suretye, and when he reconetl hym selfe moste surest, he lost his lyfe, and that within two houres after. Thus ended this honorable man a good knight & gentle, of great auctboritie with his prince, of liuyng somwhat dissolute, playne and open to his enemy, and sure and secrete to hys frende, easy to begyle, as he that of good harte and courage foresawe no perilles, a louyng man and passyng welbeloued, very faythfull and trustie ynough, but trustyng tc> tnuche was hys destruction as you maye perceyue. Nowe flewe the fame of thys lordes death through the cytie and farther about, lyke a wynde in euery mans earc, but the Protectoure imrnediatly after dyner (entending to set some colour vpo the matter) sent in all the hasle for many substancial men out of the cytie into the Towre, and at ttieir comyng him selfe with the duke of Buckyngham stode, harnessed in olde euill fauored briganders, such as no ma would wene that they would haue vouchesafed to haue put on their backes, excepte some sodeyne necessitie had constraigried them. Then the lord protector shewed them, that the lord Hastynges & other of his conspiracy had contriued to haue sodeynly destroyed hym and the duke of Buckyngham there the same daie in counsail, and what they entended farther, was yet not well knowen, of whiche their treason he had neuer knowledge before x. of the clocke the same forenone, which sodeyn fearedraue them to put on suche harnesse as came nexte to their handes for their defence, and so God holpe them, that the mischiefe turned vpon them that woulde haue done it, & thus he required them to report. Euery man answered fayre, as though no ma mistrusted the matter, which of trueth no ma beleued. Yet for the further appeasyng of the peoples myndes, he sent immediatly after dynner an Heralde of armes with a proclamacion through the cytie of London which was proclaymed in the kynges name, that the lord Hastynges with diners other of his trayterous purpose had before conspired, the same daye to haue slaync the protectour and the duke of Buckyngham sittyng in counsaill, & after to haue taken vpon them the rule of the kyng and the realme at their pleasure, and thereby to pill and spoylewhom they lyst vncomptrolled, & muche matter was deuised in the same proclamacion to the slaunder of the lord Hastynges, as that he was an euyll counsailoure to the kynges father, entisyng hym to many thynges highly redoundyng to the diminishyng of hys honoure and to the vniuersall hurte of his realme by his euyll compaignie and sinister procuryng and vngracious example, aswell in many other thynges as in vicious liuyng and inordinate abusyon of his body, bothe with many other and especiall with Shores wytc whiche was one of his secrete counsaill of this heynous treason, with whom he laye nightly, and namely the night passed next before his death, so that it was the lesse marueill yf vngracious liuyuge brought hym to an vnhappy ende, whiche he was now put to by the comaundemet of the kyng his highnes and of his honorable and faithfull counsaile, bothe for his demeritcs beynge so openly taken in his false cotriued treason, and also least the delaiyng of his execucion might haueencoraged other mischieuous persons parteners of hys conspiracye, to gather and assemble them selues together in makyng so great commocion for hys deliueraunce, whose hope nowe beyng by his well deserued" death pollytickely repressed, all the realme shall by Goddes grace rest in good quyet and peace. Nowe was thys proclamacion made within twoo houres after he was beheaded, and it was so curiously endyted and so fayre writen in Parchernent in a fayre sette hande, and therewith of it selfe so long a processe, that euery chyld might perceyue that it was prepared and studyed before (and as some men thought, by Catesby) for all the tyrne betwene hys death and the proclamacion proclaimyng, coulde skant haue suffyced vnto the bare wrytyng alone, albeit that it had benc in paper and scribeled furthe in haste at aduenturc. So that vpon the proclaimyng thereof, one that was scolemayster at Paules standyng by and comparyng the shortenesse of the tyme with the length of the matter sayed to theim that stoode aboule hym, here is a gaye goodly
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    THE FIFT. goodly cast, foule cast a wave for hast. And a marchaunte Hmt stoode by hym sayed that it was wrytten by inspiracyon and prophesye. Nowe then by and by, as it were for anger and not for coueteous, the Protectoure sent sir Thomas Hawarde to the house of Shores wyfe (for her husbandedweite not with her) whiche spoyled her of all that euer she had, ahoue the valure of twoo or thre thousande markes, and sent her boclye to pryson. And the Protcctoure had laydeto her for the manor sake that she was a counsaill with thelorde Hastynges to destroye hym. In conclusion, when nocoloure could fasten vpon these matters, then he layed heynousjy to her charge that thing that she could not denye, 'for all the world knewe that it was true, and that notwithstandyng euery man laughed to heare it then so sodeynly, so higlily taken, that she was naught of her body. And for this cause as a godly continent prince cleane and fautlesse of hym selfe, sent out of heauen into thys vicious worlde, for the amendment of mens maners, he caused the byshop of London to putte her to open penaunce, goyng before a crosse one Sondaye at procession with a. taper in her hand. In the whiche she went in countenaunce and peace so womanly, & albeit the was out of all aray sauyng her kyrtel only, yet went she so fayre and louely, and namely when the wondryng of the people cast a comely red in her chekes, of the whiche she before had most mysse, that her great shame wanne her much prayse arnongest them that were more amorous of her body then carious of her soule, and many good folke that hated her liuyng and were glad to se synne corrected yet pitied they more her penaunce then reioysed it, when they considered that the protector did it more of corrupt mynd then any vertuous affeccion. This woman was borne in London, well frended, honestly brought vp, and very well maryed, sauyng somewhat to sone, her husbande an honest and a yong citezen, godly and of good substaunce, but forasmuche as they were coupled or she were well rype, she not very feruetly loned for whom she neuer longed, which was the thyng (by chaunce) that the more easely made her to enciine to the kynges appetite, when he required her. Howbeit the respect of hys royaltie, the hope of gaye apparell, ease, pleasure, and other wanton wealth was able sone to perce a softe tendre hart : but whe the kyng had abused her, anone her husband beyngan honestmanne and one that could his good, not presumyng to touche a kynges concubyne left her vp to hym altogether. When the kyng dyed, the lorde Hastynges toke her, whiche in the kynges dayes albeit that he was sore enamoured with her yet he forbare, either for a pryncely reuerence or for a certayne frendcly faithfulnesse. Proper she was and fayre, nothyng in her body that you could haue chaunged, but yf you would hatie wished her somewhat higher. Tin's saye they that knewe her in her youth, some saved and judged that she had been well fauoured, and some iudge the contrary, whovse Judgement seametU like as mene gesse the beautye of one long before departed, by a scaple taken out of a chaneil house, & this iudgemet was in the tyme of kyng Henry the eyght, in the. xviih yere of whose reigne she dyed, when she had nothyng but a reueled skynne and bone. HeT beautye pleased not mene so rnuche as her plcasaunt behauoure, for she hadde a proper \vytte & coulde both reade and wryte, mery in compaigny, redy and qnicke of answere, neyther mute nor full of bable, sometyme tantyng without displeasure, but not without disporte. Kyng Edward would saye y he had thre concubines, which in diuerse proparties di- Thedcuersiy excelled, one, the meriest, the other the wyliest, the thirde the holyest harlot in the Sj^EdT realise as one, whom no man coulde get out of the churche to any place lightly, but if it wardth« were to his bed, the other two were somwhat greater 'personages then mastres Shore, Con neuerthelesse of their humilitie were content to be nameles and to forbeare the prayse of these properties. But the meriest was Shores wyfe in whom the kyng therefore toke great pleasure, for many he had, but her he loued, whose fauoure to saye tl-'j trueth (for it wer synne to lye on the deuil) she neuer abused to any mas hurt, but to many mens comforte & relicfe. For where the king toke displeasure, she would mitigate & apeace his mymie, where men were out of fauour, she would bryng the into his grace, for many that had highly offended, she obteyned pardon, & of great forfeaturcs she gat remission, and finally, in many weighty suites she stode many mene in great steade, either for none or for very small 3 A 2 rewarde :
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    364 KYNG EDWARDE rewardc: and those rather gaye then riche, either for that she was content with the dede well done, or for that she delighted to be sued vnto, & to shewe what she was able to do with the kyng, or for that that wanton women and welthy be-not alwaies couetous, I doubt notsomemanwyl thynke this woman to be to slight to be written of emong graueandweyghtie matters, whiche they shall specially thynke that happely sawe her in her age & aduersite, but me semeth the chaunce so much more worthy to be remembred, in how much after wealth she fell to pouertie, and from riches to beggery vnfrended, out of acquaintance, after great suhstaunce after so great fauour with her prince, after as greate suite & sekyng to with all those which in those dayes had busynes to spede as many other men were in their tymes, whiche be now famous onely by the infamy of their euill deedes, her doynges were not muche lesse, albeit they be muche lesse remembred, because they were not euyll, for men vse to write an euyll turne in marble stone, but a good turne they wryte in the dust, whiche is not worst proued by her, for after her wealth she went beggyng of many that had begged them selfes if she had not holpenthem, suche was her chaunce. Now was it deuised by the protectoure & his counsaile, that the same day y the lord Chamberlayne was headed in the towre of London and about the same houre should be beheaded atPoumfrete the earle Ryuers and the lorde Richarde the quenes sonne, syr Thomas Vaughan and sir Richard Haute, whiche as you heard were taken at Northampton and Stony Stratford by the consent of the lord Hastynges, whiche execution was done by the ordre & in the presence of sir Richard Ratclif knight, whose seruice the protectoure specially vsed in the counsail, and in, the execution of suche lawlesse enterprises, as a man that had bene longe secrete with hym, hauyng experiece of the world & shrewed wytte, shorte and rude in speche, rough and boysterous of behauour, bold in mischiefe, as farre from pytie as from all feare of God. This knight brought these foure persons to the scaffolde at the daye apoincted, & shewed to all the people that they were traitours, not sufferyng the lordes to speake, & to declare their innocecy, least their wordes might haue enclined men to pytie them aud to hate the protectonr & his part & so without iudgmet & processe of the lawe caused them to be beheaded without other yearthly gylt, but onely y they were good me and true to the kyng & to nye to the quene, insomuch as sir Thomas Vaughan goyng to his death sayed, 'A wo worthe them y toke the^prophesie that G. should destroy kyng Edwardes childre, meanyng y by the duke of Clarece lord George which for $ suspicion is now dead, but now'remaineth Richard G. duke of Gloucester, which now I se is hey shall and will accoplishe the prophesie & destroye kynge Edwardes children & all their alyes & fredes, as it appereth by vs this day, who I appele to the high tribunal of God for his wrongful murther & our true innocencye. And then Ratclyffe sayed, you haue well apeled, lay doune youre head, ye q"1 syr Thomas, 1 dye in right, beware you dye not in wrong, and so that good knight was beheaded and the other three, and buryed naked in the monastery at Poumfret. When the lordllastyages and these other lordes and knightes were thus beheaded and ryd put of the waye, then the protectour caused it to be proclaymed that the coronacion for diuers great and vrgent causes should be deferred till the seconde daye of Nouember, for then thought he, that whyle men mused what the matter meant, and while the lordes of the realme were about him, out of their awne strengthes, and whyle no man wyste what to thynke nor whom to truste, or euer they should haue tyme and space to digest the matter, and make partes, it were best hastely to pursue his purpose and put hym self in possession of the croune, or menne could haue tyme to deuyse any wyse to resyste. But nowe was all the study, this matter beyng of it selfe so heynous might be first broken to the people in suche wyse as it might well be taken. To this counsaile they toke diuerse such as they thought mete to be trusted and likely to be enduced to that parte and hable to stand theim in steade, eyther by powre or by polycye. Emong whom, they made a counsaile Edmond fchaa then Mayre of London, whiche vpon trust of hys awne "auauncetnent, where he was of
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    THE FIFT. 365 of a proude harte highly desirous, toke on him to frame the cytie to their appetite. Of spirituall men they toke suche as had wytte, and were in aucthority emongest the people for opinion of their learnyng, and had no scrupulous conscience. Emongest these had, they toke Raffe Shaa clearke brother to the Mayre, & Freer, Pynkie prouinciall of the Augustine Freers, bothe doctours in diuinitie, bothe great preachers, botlie of more learnyng then vertue, of more fame then learnyng, & yet of more learnyng then trueth. For they were before greatly estemed emong the people, but after that, neuer none of these fwo were regarded. Shaa made a sermonde in prayse of the Protectour before the coronacion, and Pynkye made one after the coronacion, bothe so full of tedious flattery, that no good mans eares coulde abyde them, Pynkye in his sermonde so loste his voyce that he was fayne to leaue of and come doune in the middest, Doctoure Shaa by his sermonde loste his honesty, and sone after his lyfe, for very shame of the worlde, into the whiche he durst neuer after muche come abroade, but the Freer forced for no shame, and so it harmed hym the lesse. Howbeit, some doubt and many thynke that Pynkey was not of counsaill before the coronacion, but after the common maner fell to flattery after, namely because his sermond was not incontinent vpon it, but at sainct Mary Spittle the Easter after. But certayne it is that doctour Shaa was of cousail in the beginnyng, in so much that they determyned that he should fyrst breake the matter in a sermond at Poules crosse, in whiche he should by the aucthoritie of hys preachyng induce the people to encline to f protectours ghostly purpose. But now was all the laboure and study in the deuise of some conuenient pretexte, for which the people should be content to depose the prince & accept the protectour for kyng. In which diuerse thinges they deuised, but the chief thyng, & the weight of all that inuencion rested in this, that they shoulde allege bastardy in kyng Edwarde hym selfe, or in his chyldren, or bothe, so that he should seme disar bled to enherite the croune by the duke of Yorke and the prince by him. To lay bastardy in kyng Edward sounded openly to the rebuke of the protectours awne mother, whiche was mother to them bothe. For in that poinct could be none other coloure, but to pretende that his awne mother was an auoutresse, but neuerthelesse he would that poinct should be lesse and morefynely & closely handled, not euen fully playne and directely, but touched a slope craftely, as though men spared in that poinct to speake all the trueth for feare of his displeasure. But that other poincte concernyng the basterdy they deuised to surmysse in kyng Edward his chyldren, that would he should be openly declared and enforced to the vttermost. The coloure and pretexte wherof cannot be well perceyued excepte wee repete some thinges longe before dooen aboute kyng Edward his manages. After kyng Edwarde thefourthe had deposed kyng Henry the sixte and was in peaceable possession of the realme, determinyng him selfe to mary (as was requisite) bothe for hym selfe and for the realme, he sente therle of Warwike & diuerse other noble men in ambassiide to the Frenche kyng to entreate a manage betwene the kyng and Bona sister to the Frenche quene, then beyng in Fmunce. In which thyng therle of Warwike founde the parties so towarde and willynsr, that he spedely without any difficultie accordyng to his instruccions brought the matter to a good conclusion. Nowe happeneth it in the meane season, there came to make a sute to the kyng by peticion dame Elizabeth Grey (whiche after was his quene) then a widdowe borne of noble bloude, specially, by her mother, which was Duchesse of Bedforde, and she was maried to sir Richarde Wooduilc lorde Riuers, her father. Howbeit, this Elizabeth beyng in seruice with quene Margaret wife to k'yng Henry the sixte, was maried to one Ihon Grey Esquire whom kyng Henry made knight at the laste battaill of sainct Albones, but litle while he enioyed his knighthod, for at the same feld he was slain. After, when that kyng Edward was kyng and the Erie of Warwicke beyng on his ambassad, this poore lady made sute to the kyng to be restored to suche smal landes as her husbande hadgeuen her in ioyntoure, whom when the kyng behelde and harde her speake, as she was
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    KYNG EDWARDE was bothe faire and of good fauoure, moderate of stature, well made and very wyse, he not alonely pitied her, but also wexed enamoured on her, and takyng her secretly a sydd began to e'nter into talkyng more familierly, whose appetite when she perceyued, she verteou-sly denied hym, but that she dyd so wysely and that with so good maner and woorde so wel set, that she rather kyndeled his desyre then quenched it. And finally, after many a ' metvn'7 and much wow'yngand many great promises she well espied the kyng his affeccion towarde her so greately encreased that she durste somewhat the more boldely saye her mynde as to him whose hcrt she perceyued more feruently set then to fall of for a \\orde. And in conclusion she shewed him plain, that as she wist her self to simple to be his wife, so thought she her self to good to be his cocubine. The kyng muche marueilyng of her constancy, as he that had not been wonte els where so stiefly sayed nay, so muche estemed her continency and chastitee, that he sette hervertuein steadeof possession and richesse: And this takyng counsaill of his owne desyre determined in haste to mary her. And after that he was thus apoincted and had betwene them twayn ensured her, then asked he counsaill of his secrete frendes, and that in suche maner that they might easly perceyue that it boted not to saye nay. Notwithstandyng, the duches of Yorke his mother, was so sore moued therewith that she disswaded that'mariage as muche as she possible might: allegyng that it was his honor, profyte & surety, to mary in some noble progeny out of hys realme, where vpon depended greate strengthe to hys estate by that affinite, and great possibilite of encrea^e of his dominios. And that he could not well otherwise doe, consideryng the erle of Warwike had so fari'urthe entered into the matter all ready, which was not lyke to take it well if ail hys voyage were in suche wyse frustrate & his appoinctemente deluded. And she sayed t'erther, that it was not princely to mary hys owne subiecte, no greater occasio ledyng there vnto, no possessions ner other commodite dependyng therupon, but onely as a riche manne would •mary hys mayden onely for a little wanton dotage vpon her person. In whiche manage many menne comend more the maydens fortune then the marines wisedome, £ yet she sayed that there was more honesty, then honour in this manage, forasmuch as ther is not betwene a nuirchaunt & his mayde so greate a difference as betwene a kyng arid his subiecte, a greate prince and a poore widowe. In whose persone, allthough there were nothyng to bee mislyked, yet was there sayed she, nothing so excellent but that it might be found in diuerse other that were more metely (qd she) for your estate: yea and maidens also, the oiiely widcnvhed of dame Elizabeth Grey (although she were in all other poinctes and thynges conuenient I'or you) should suffice as me thynketh to refrain you from her manage, sith it is an vnsittyng thyng and a great blemishe to the sacred maiestie of a prince, that ought as nere to approche priesthode in clennesse, as he doeth in dignitie, to be defiled with bigamy in his first manage. The kyng made his mother an answere part in earnest and part in playe inereIv, as he that wyste hym selfe out of her rule: & albeit he would gladly that she should take it well, 'yet T^ as heat apoinct in his owne mynde, toke she it wel or otherwise. Howbeit, somewhat to satisfy her lie saied, that albeit manage beyng a spiritual thyng ought rather to !>>• made for the respecte of God, where his grace enclineth, the parties ought to encline to lone together (as lie trusted it was in his case) rather then for the regard of any temporall uiianiUage: yet neuertheles him semed this manage well considered not to be vnprofitable, for he rcconed the amitee of no earthely nacion to bee so necessary for hym as the frendeship of his awne, whiche he thoughte likely to beare liym so muche the more hartye fauour, in that he disdaigned not to mari with one of his awne lande: & yet if outward aliaunce wer thought so requisite, he would find the meanes to entre therunto muche better by other of his kinne v here all the parties coulde be contented, then to mary him selfe wherein he .should neuer happely lone, and for the possibjlitee of possessions lese the fruite and pleasure of this that he had already. For small plasure taketh a man of all that cner he hath beside, yf he be wiued againste his appetite, and I double not (quod he,) but there bee as you saie other that bee in euery poinct comparable with her, and therefore I let not theim that like theim to mary theim, no more is it reason that it mislike any man that
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    THE FIFT. 367 that 1 mary where it liketh me. And I am sure that my cousin of Warwike, neither loueth rue so litle, to grudge at that that I loue, ner is so vnreasonable to loke that I should inclioyse of a wife rather be ruled by his yie then by myne awne, as though I wer a wacde that wer bounden to mary by the apoynctement a guarden. I would not bee a kyng with that codicion to forbear mine awne libertie in choyse of mine awne manage. As for postjibilite of more inheritaunce by newe affinitee in straunge landes, is oft the occasion of more trouble than proffite. And we haue alredy title by that meancs, as suffiseth to so much as suffiseth to gette & kepe wel in onemannes deies. That she is a widdowe and hath alredy children : By god his blessed lady, I am a bachelor and haue some to, & so eche of vs hath a proofe, that neither of vs is like to be barren. And therefore madame I praye you be content, I trust to God she shall bryngefurthe a young prince thatshal please you. And as for the bigamy, let the bishop hardely lay it to my charge when I coine to take ordres, for I vnderstand it is foi> bidden a prieste but I neuerwiste that it was forbidden a prince. The duchesse with these woordes. nothynge apeased and seynge the kynge so sette on that she could not plucke himbacke, so highly she disdaigned it, that vnder pretexte of her duty to God warde, she deuised to disturbe this manage, and rather to helpe that he should mary one dame Elizabet Lucy, whom the kynge notlonge before had gotten with chylde, w her fore the kynge his mother obiected openly againste this mariage (as it were in discharge of her connscience) that the kyng was sure to dame Elizabeth Lucy and her husband and before God, by reason of whiche wordes suche obstacle was made in that matter, that either the bishoppe durste not, or the kyng would not proceade to the solemnisacion of the mariage til his fame wereclerely purged, and the truth well and opely testified. Where vpon dame Elizabeth Lucye was sente for, and albeit she was by the kyng his mother and many other put in good comfort to affirme that she was assured to the kynge, yet when she was solemplys worne to saie the truth, she confessed she was neuer ensured. Ilowbeit she saied,^ his grace spake suche louynge woordes to her, that she vercly hoped that he would haue maried her, and that yf such kinde woordes had not been, she woulde neuer haue shewed suche kyndenesse to hym, to lette him so kindely gette her with childe. This examinacion sclemply taken, it was clerely proued that there was no impediment to let the king to mary, wherfore, he shortely after at Grafton beside Stonystratforde maried the lady Elizabeth Grey verie priuely, which was his enemies wife and had praied hartely for his losse, in the which God loued her better then to graunte her her bone, for then had she not been his wife : And after that she was crouned quene, and her father was created erle Riuers and her sonne created Marques Dorset, But whe the erle of Warwike vnderstode of this manage* he toke it so highly, that thcrof ensued muche trouble and greate bloudshed as is declared before in the story of Edward the. iiii. I haue rehersed this mariage somewhat the more at length, because it might thereby the better apere vpon how slipper a ground the protector builded his colour, by which he pretended king Edward his children to be bastardes, but the inuencion, as simple as it was liked theim to whom it suffiseth to haue somewhat to saie, while they were sure to be compelled to no larger profe then theim selues liste to make. Nowe to returne where I left, as I beganne to shevve you, it was by the protector and his counsaill concluded that this doctor Shaa should in a sermon !at Panics crosse signih'e to the people that neither king Edwarde hym sclfe nor the duke of Clarence were laivei'ully begotten, nor wer the very children of the duke of Yurke, but begotten vnlawefully by other persones by aduoutry of the duches their mother. And that dame Elizabeth Lucy was the very wife of king Edward, and so prince Edward and all the children begotten on the quene wer bastardes. And accordyng to this deuise, doctor Sha the sondaie after at Paules crosse in a greate audience (as alwaie a great numbre assembled to his preaching) came into the pulpit takyng for his Theme, Spnria vitulamina nodabunt radices altos. Sapien. iiii. that is to saie bastarde slippes shall neuer take depe rootes : wherupon when he had shewed the great grace that God geueth & secretely infoundeth -in right generacion after y lawes of 1 matrimony
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    36* KYNG EDWARDE matrimony, then declared he that those children comenly lacked $ grace (& for the punislmient of their parentes) were for y most part vnhappy which wer gotten in haste and specially in aduoutry, of which (though some by the ignorauncie of the worlde and the truthe hid from knowlege) haue enlierited for a season other mennes landes, yet God alAvaie so prouideth that it continueth not in their bloude longe, but the truethe commynge to IMite the ri«htefull enheritoures be restored, and the bastard slippes plucked vp or it can be rooted depe. And when he had laied for the proofe and confirmation of this sentence, examples taken out of the olde testamente and other aunciente histories, then began he to discend to the praise of the lord Richard duke of Yorke, callyng him father to the protectour and declared his title to the croune bi inheritaunce and also by entaile authorised by parliament after y death of kynge Henry the sixte. Then shewed he that the lordo. protector, was onely the righte heire.of his body lawfully begotten. Then declared he that kyug Edward was neuer lawfully maried to y quene, but his wife before God was dame Elizabeth Lucy, and so his children wer bastardes. And besides that, that neither lyna Edward hym selfe nor the duke of Clarence (emongest them that wer secrete in the duke of Yorkes houshoulde) were neuer reconed surely to be the children of the noble duke as those that by their fauoures more resembled other knowen menne then hym, from whose verteous conditions he saied also, that king Edwarde was far of. But the lord protector (quod he) that veraye noble prince, the speciall patrone of knightly prowes, aswell in all princely behaueour as in the liniamentes and fauour of his visage representeth the very face of y noble duke his father. This is (quod he) the fathers awue figure, this is his awne countenaunce, the verie print of his visage, the sure vndoubted ymage, tho playne expresse likenesse of that noble duke. Now was it before deuised that in thejspeakynge of these wordes, the protector shoulde haue come in emongest the people to y sermond ward, to thcnde that these wordes so inetynge with his presence, might haue been taken emongest the herers, as though the holy ghost had put theim in the preachers mouthe, and shoulde haue moued the people euen there to haue cried, kynge Richard, that it might haue been after sayed that he was specially chosen by God, and in maner by miracle: but this deuiscquayled, either by the protectoures negligence or the preachers ouer hasty diligence. For while the protectoure, founde by the waye tariynge, leaste he shoulde haue preuented these woordes, the doctour fearynge that he shoulde come or his sermon could come to those woordes hastynge his matter thereto, he was come to theim and paste theim, and entred into other matters or the protectour came, whom when he beheld commynge, he sodainly lefts the matter whiche he had in hand, and without any deduccyon theruato out of all" ordre, and out of all frame began to repete those woordes agayne. Tiiis is the very noble prince the cspeciall patrone of knightely prowes, whiche aswell in all princely behaueoure as in the liniamentes and fauour of his visage representeth the veraye face of the noble duke of Yorke his father. This is the fathers awne figure, this is his owne counteiiaunce, the very print of his visage the sure vndoubted image, the plain rxpresse likenesse of that noble duke, whose remembraunce can neuer die while he liuctli. While these wordes were inspeakynge, the protectour accompaignied with the duke of Buckyngham, went through the people vp into the place where the doctors stand where they harde onte the sermond: but the people wer so far from criynge kynge Richard that they stoode as they had been turned into stoones for wonder of this shameful 1 sermonde: after whiche once ended y precher gat hym home and neuer after durst loke out for shame l>ut kept hi in out of sighte as an owle and when he asked any of his old frendes, what the people talked of him, although that his awne consciece well shewed hym that they talked no good, yet when the other answered hym, that there was in euery mannes mouthe of hym muche shame spoken it so strake him too the harte that in fewe dayes after he withered awaie. Then on the tuesday after next foloyng this sermond, beyng the. xvii. day of lune, there came to the Guyld hall of London the duke of Buckyngham and diuerse lordes and knightes inu

  

  
    Page 378
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.74% accurate
    THE FIFT. 369 mo then happely knevve the message that they brought. And at the east ende of the hal where the hoystynges be kepte, the duke and the maire and the other lordes sat downe, and the aldermen also, all the commons of the citee beeynge assembled and standynge before theim. After scilence commauncled vpon agreate paine in the protectoures name : The duke stode vp and as he was well learned and of nature merueilously well spoken, he sayed to the people with a cleare and a lowde voyce: Frendes, for the zeale and hertie fauoure that we The oracum beare you we be come to breke of a matter righte greate and weightie, and no lesse weightie °f Bucking! then pleasyng to God and profitable to all the realme, nor to no partc of the realme, more hamm»det» profitable, then to you thecitczens of this noble citee. For why, the thynge that you baue^ £5"™* long lacked and as we well know sore longed for that you would haue geuen greate good for, that you would haue gonne farre to fetche: that thynge be we come hether to bryngyou, without your labour pain, coste, auenture or ieoperdye. What thynge is that? Certes the surety of your awne bodies, the quiete of your wiues and daughters and the sauegarde of your goodes. Of all whiche thynges in-tyme passed you stoode in double. For who was he of you all that could recon hym selfe lorde of his awne good emongest so many gynnes and trappes wer set therfore emong so much pyllyng and pollynge, emonge so many taxes and talliages, of the which there was neuer ende, and oftymes no nede, or yf any were, it grew rather of riote or of vnreasonable waste, then any necessary honourable charge, so that there was daily plucked and pilled from good and honeste menne greate substaunce of goodes, to be lashed out emong vnthriftes, so far furthe that fiftenes suffiscd not, nor any vsuall termes of knowen taxes, but vnder an easy name of beneuolence and good will, the commissioners so much of euery manne toke, as no manne woulde with his good will haue geuen. As though the name of beneuolence had signified that euery manne shoulde paie, not what he of hym selfe of his good will lust to graunte, hut what the king of his good wil lust to take, who neuer asked litle, but euery thing was haunsed aboue the measure, amerciamentes turned into fines, fines into raunsomes, small trcspaces into mesprision, mesprision into treason, where of I thynke that no manne looketh that we shall remembre you of examples by name, as though Burdet were forgotten whiche was for a worde spoken, in hast cruelly behcdded. (This Burdet was a marchaiit dwellyng in Chepesyd at y signe of $ croune which now is y signe of y flowre de luse ouer against soper lane: This man merely in y rufflyng tyme of kyng Edwarde y. iiij. his rage, saied to his awne some that he would make hym in heritor of $ croune, meanyng his awne house: but these wordes king Edward made to be mysconstrued, & interpreted that Burdet meant the croune of the realme: wherfore within lesse space then. iiij. houres, he was apprehended, iudged, drawen and quartered in Chepesyde) by the mysconstruynge of the lawes of the realme for the princes pleasure, with no lesse honoure to Merkam chiefe Justice then, which lost his office rather then he would assent to that Judgement: then to the dishonesty of those that either for feare or flattery gaue that Judgement. What nede I to speke of syr Thomas Cooke Alderma and mayre of this noble or this tj citee, who is of you either for negligence that wotteth not, or so forgetfull that he remein-'^^ye breth not, or so harde harted that he pitieth not that^worshipfull mannes losse? what speke m« r«d
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    3TO KYNG EDWARDE mischeuous as wher any people fal in deuision, and at distaunce einong theimselues: and in no realm earthly so dedly and so pestilet as when it happeneth emongest vs. And emong vs neuer continued so long discencion nor so many battailles in any season, nor so cruell nor so dedly foughte, as wer in the kyng his daies that dedde is, God forgeue it his solle. In whose tyme and "by whose occasion, what about the gettyng of the gariande, . Icepyng it, lesyng and winnynge againe, it hath coste more Englishe blud then hath the twise winnynge of Fraunce. In wliich inwarde warre emongest our seines hath been so greate effusion of the aunciente noble blond of this realme, that scarcely the half remaineth, to the great enfeblyng of this noble lande, beside many a good towne ransaked and spoyled by them that haue been goyng to the felde or returnyng from thence, and peace after, not much surer then warre. So that no tyme was there in the which riche menne for their money, and great menne for their landes, or some other for some feare or for some displeasure were out of perel. For whom mistrusted he that mistrusted his own brother? Whom spared he that kylled his own brother? Coulde not suche maner of folke that he moste fauoured doo somwhat (we shall for his honour spare to speke) howbeit, this ye wote well all, that whoso was best bare euer the lest rule, and more suite in his days was to Shores wife, a vile and abhominable strompet then to all the lordes in England, excepte vnto those that made her their proctour, whiche simple woma was yet well named and honest tyll the kynge for his wanton luste and sinfull affection berefte her from her husbande, a right honest manne and substantial! emongest you. And in that poinct whiche in good faithe I am sory to speake of, sauynge that it is vain to kepe in counsaill that thynge that all men knoweth, y kyng his gredy appetite was insatiable, and euery where ouer all the realme intolerable. For no wome was there any where, young or old, poore or riche, whom he sette his yie vpo, whom he any thynge liked either for persone or beautie, speche, pace or countenaunce, but without any feare of God, or respecte of his honour, murmure, or grudgyng of the world, he woulde importunately pursue his appetite and haue her, to the great distruetion of many a good woman, and great dolour to their husbandes and frendes, whiche beynge honest people of theim selues, so muche regarded the clenesse of their houses, the chastitee of their wiues and childre, that theim wer leuer to lose all that thei haue beside, then to haue suche a vilanie done to theim. And albeit that with this and other importable dealing, the realme was in euery place anoyed yet specially you the citezens of this nobilite, as for that emongest you is most plentie of such thynges as minister matter to such iniuries, as for that you were nerest hande, sithe that nere here about was his rnoste common abidyng. And yet be ye people whom he had as synguler a cause wel and truly to intreate, as any part of his realme : not onely for that the prince by this noble citee, as of his speciall chambre and renoumed citee of this realme, muche honourable fame receiuelh emongest all other nations, but also for that, you not without your greate coste and sondrye fauoures and ieoperdyes in all his warres bare euer your especiall fauoure to his parte : whiche your kynde myndes borne to the house of Yorke, sithe he hath nothynge worthely requited you, there is of the house now which by God his grace shall make you full recompence, which thyng to shew you, is the whole some and effect of our errande. It shall not, I wote well nede, that I reherse vnto you again that you al redy haue hearde of hym that can better tell it, and of whom I am sure ye will better beleue it (and reason it is that it so be) I am not so proud too looke therfore y you should receiue my wordesof so great aucthorite as the preachers of the word of God, namely a man so conninge and so wise, that no manne wotteth better what be should do and say, and therto so good and vertues that he would not say the thing, which he wist he should not say in the pulpit, namely, into the which no honest man cometh to lie: whiche honourable preacher ye wellremembre, substantially declared to you at Paules crosse on Sondaie laste paste, the right and title of the most excellent prince Richard duke of Gloucester now protector of this his realme which he hath vnto the croune of the kyngdome of the same. For that worshipfuiman made it perfectely and groimdely open vnto you. The children of kynge Edward the fourth wer neuer laufully
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    . THE FIPT. .371.. fully begotten, for as muche as the kynge (liuynge his verie wife dame Elizabeth Lucy) was neuer laufully maried to the quene their mother whose bloud sauynge he set his volupteous pleasure before his honour, was ful vnmetely to be matched 'with his (the mynglyng of which two bloudes together hath been the effusion of a great part of the noble bloud of this realme) wherby it may well be seen, that mariage was not well made of which there is so much mischiefe growen. For lacke of which lawefull copulacion and also of other thynges whiche the saied worshipfull doctor rather signified then fully explaned, and whiche thyng shall not be spoken forme, as the thyng that euery manne forbeareth to sale that he knoweth, in'auoidyng the displeasure that my noble lorde protector bearyng as nature requireth a filial reuerence to the duches his mother. For these causes before remembred I saie, that for lake of issue lawfully commynge of the late noble prince Richard duke of Yorke, to whose royall hloud the crounes of England and of Fraunce, are by the high aucthorite of a parliamet entailed, the right and title of the same is by iuste course of enheritaunce according to the common lawe of this lande, deuoluted and come vnto the moste excellent prince the lord protectoure, as to the very lawfull begotten sonne of the fore remembred noble duke of Yorke. Whiche thynge well considred and the knightely prowesse wita many vertues whiche in his n6ble persone singulerely dooe habounde: The nobles and commons of this realme. and specially of the North paries, not willing any bastard blond to haue the rule of the land, nor the abusions in the same before vsed and exercised any longer too continue, haue fully condiscended and vtterly determined too make humble peticion vnto the puisaunte prince the lorde protectour, that it may like his grace at our humble request, to take vpon hym the guydyng and gouernaunce of this realme, too the wealth and increase of the same, accordynge to his very right and iuste title, whiche thynge I wot well he will be loth to take vpon hym as he whose wisedome well perceiueth, the laboure and study bothe of mynde and bod'ye that shall come therwith to hym, whosoeuer shall occupy that rome. I dare saye he will if he take it (for I warrant you that that rome is no childes office) & that the great wise man well perceyued when he sayed Vac: regno, cuius Rex puer est, wo to that realme whose kyng is a child, wherfore, so muche more cause haue we to thanke God, that this noble personage, which is so righteously entitled therto is of so sad age, & therto of so great wisedome, ioyned with so great experience, which albeit, he will bee lothe us I haue saide to take vpon hym, yet shall he too our peticion in that behalf the more graciously encline, yf ye the worshipful citezens of this citee being the chief citee of the realme ioyne with vs the nobles in our saied request, whiche for your owne weale we double not but that ye will. And yet neuerthelesse, we pray you so to do, whereby ye shall do great, profile to all this his realme: Beside that in chosyng them so good a kynge, it shall bee to your selfe a speciall commodite, to whom his maiestie shal euer after, beare so much y more tendre fatiour in how much he shall perceiue you the more prone and beneuolentely nrynded toward his election: wherin dere frendes, what mynd you haue we require you plainely to shewe vs? When the duke had saied and loked that the people whom he hoped that the Maire hnd framed before, shoulde afteY this flatterynge preposicion made, haue cried kynge Richarde, kynge Richarde, all was still and mute and not one woorde answered to : wherwith the duke was maruelously abashed, and takynge y Maire nere to hym, with other that wer abofite hym priuy to the matter, saied vnto theim softely. What meaneth this, that the people'be so still? Sir quod the Maire, percase they perceiue you not well, that shall we amend quod he, if he thatwil helpe, and therwith somewhat lowcler rehersed the same matter again,-' in other ordre and other woordes so well and ornately, and neuerthelesse soeuidently and plaine with voice, gesture, & countenaunce so comely and so conuenient, that euery man much marueiled that hard him and thought that they neucr harde in their lines so euill a tate'so well told. But wer it for wonder or feare, or that eche loked that other should spe'ake firste, not one word was there answered of all the people that stoode before, but all were as still as the midnight, not so much as rounyng emong them, by which they might seme once to common what was best to do. When ihe Maire sawe this, he with other 3 B 2 partenera
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    97* -^ KVNG EDWARDE. parteners of the counsaill, drew about the duke and saied that f people had not been accustomed there to be spoken to, but by the Recorder, which is the mouthe of the citee, and happely to hym they will answere. With that the Recorder called Thomas Filz Wyllya, a sadde manne and an honeste, which was but newly come to the office, and neuer had spoken to the people before, and loth was with that matter to begyn, notwithstanding, there vnto commaunded by the Maire, made rehersall to the common* of that which the duke had twise purposed hym self, but the recorder so tepered his tale that he shewed euery thyng as the duke his woordes were and no parte of his owne, but all this no chaunge made in the people, whiche alway after one stoode as they had been amased. Where vpon, the duke rouned with the Maire and said, this is a marueilous obstinate scilence, and there with turned too the people again with these woordes. Deare frendes, we come to moue you to that thyng whiche parauenture we so greately neded not, but that the lordes of this realme and commons of other partes might haue suffised, sauyng suche loue we beareyou, and so muche set by you, that we would not gladly do without you, that thyng in whiche to be parteners is your weele and honoure, whiche as to vs semeth you se not or waye not : Wherfore we require you to giue vs an answere, one or other, whether ye be mynded as all the nobles of the realme be, to haue this noble prince now protector to be your kyng? And at these wordes the people began to whisper emong them selfes secretly, that the voyce was neither loud nor base, but like a swarrne of bees, till at the last, at the nether ende of the hal a bushernent of the dukes seruauntes and one Nashfeelde and other belongynge to the protectoure with some prentices and laddes that thrusted into the hall emongest the preace, began sodainly at mennes backes to crye out as lowde as they could, kynge Richard, king Richard, and there threwe vp their cappes in token of ioye, and they that stoode before cast backe their heddes marueilynge therat, but: nothing the saied. And when the duke and the Maire saw this maner, they wisely turned it to their purpose, and said it was a goodly crie and a ioyfull to here enery man with onevoyce and no man saiyng nay. Wherefore frendes (quod the duke,) sith we perceiue that it is all your whole mindes to haue this noble man for your king, wherof we shall make his grace so effectuall reporte that we doubt not but that it shall redounde to your great wealth* and commodite. We therefore require you that to morowe ye go with vs and we with you; to his noble grace to make our humble peticio and request to him in maner before remembred. And therwith the lordes came doune and the compaignie dissolued and departed the: more part all sad, some with glad sembleaunce that were not very merie and some of them; that came with the duke not hable to dissemble their sorowe, were fain euen at his backe to turne their face to the wall, while the doloure of their hartes braste out of their yies. Then on the morowe the Maire and aldrernen and chief commoners of the citie in their, best maner appareled, assemblyng them together at Paules, resorted to Baynardes castle •where the protectour laie, to which place also accordyng too the appoinctment repaired the duke of Buckyngham, and diuerse nobles with hym, besides many knyghtes and gentlemen. And there vpon the duke sent woorde to the lord protectoure of the beyng there of a greate honourable compaignie to moue a greate matter to his grace. Where vpon the protectoure made greate difficultie to come doune to theim, except he knewe some parte of their errande, as though he doubted and partely mistrusted the commynge of such a numbre to hym so sodainely, without any warnyng or knowlege, whether they came for good or harme. Then , when the duke had shewed this too the Mayre and other, that they might thereby se how litle the protectour loked for this matter, they sente again by the messenger suche louynge message, and there with so humbly besought hym to vouchsafe that the might resort to his presence to purpose their entent of which they would to none other persone any part disclose. At the last he came out of his chambre, and yet not doune to theim, but in a galary ouer them with a bishop on euery hand of him, where they beneth might se him and speke to him, as though he would not yet come nere them til he w.ist what they meant. And there vpon, the duke of Buckingham first made humble peticion to him on the behalfe of 1 theim
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    THE FIFT. 373 theim all, that his grace would pardon theim and licence them to purpose vnto his grace the entent of their comrayng without his displeasure, without which pardon obteined, they durst not be so boki to moue him of that matter. In which, albeit they meant as muche honour to his grace as wealth to all y realm beside, yet were they not sure how his grace would take it, whom they would in no wise offend. Then the protectour, as he was very gentle of hym self and also longed sore apparantly to know what they meant, gaue him Icaue to purpose what him liked, verely trustynge for the good mind that he bare them altnone of theim any thyng woulde entende to hym warde, wherewith he thought to be greued. When the duke had this leaue and pardon to speake, then wexed he bold to shew hym their entente and purpose, with all the causes mouyng theim thereto, as ye before haue heard. And finally, to beseche his grace that it would like him of his accustomed goodnesse and zeale vnto the realm now with his yie of pitie to behold the long continued distresse and decaie of the same, & to set his gracious hand to the redresse and atnendemente thereof by takynge vpon hym the croune and gouernaunce of the realme accordyng to his right and title laufully discended vnto him, and to the laud of God, profile and surety of the land& vnto his grace so muche the more honor and lesse pain, in that y neuer prince reigned vpon any people that wer so. glad to liue vnder his obeisauce as the people of this realme vnder hia. When the protector had heard the proposicion, he loked very strangely therat and made answer, that albeit he knew partely the thynges by theim alleged to be true, yet such entiere loue he bare to kynge Edward and his children, and so much more regarded his honour in other realmes about, then the croune of any one, of which he was neuer desyrous, so that he could not find in his harte in this poinct to incline to their desire, for in al other nacions where the truth were not wel knowe, it shoulde parauenture be thought that. it were his awne ambicious mynde and deuise to depose the prince and to take hym selfe the croune, with which infamy he would in no wise haue his honour steined for any croune, in which he had euer perchaunce perceyued much more labour and peiiv then pleasure to him that so would vse it as he that would not and were not worthy to haue it. Notwithstanding, he not onely. pardoned them of the mocion that they made him, but also thanked them for the loue and harty fauour they bare hym, praiyng them for his sake to beare the same to the prince vnder whom he was and would be content to liue and with his labour & counsaill as far as it should like the king to vse it, he woulde doo his vttermoste deuoier to sette the realme in good estate which was allredye in the litle tyme of his protectourship (lauded be God,) wel begon, in. that the malice of such as wer before y occasion of the contrary and of new entended to be, wer now partely by good policy, partely more by God his speciall prouidence, then mannes prouision, repressed and put vnder. Vpon this answer geuen, the duke of Buckyngham by the protector his licence a litle rounded, as well with other noble men about him as with the maire and recorder of London. And after that (vpon like perdo desired and obteined) he shewed aloude vnto the protectour, for a finall conclusion that the realme was appointed that kynge Edward his line should no longer reigne vpon them, both that they had so far gone that it wai now no suretee to retreate (as for that thei thought it for y weale vniuersal to take y way, although thei had not yet begon it.) Wherfore if it would like his grace to take the croune vpon him, they would humbly beseche him.therunto, and yf he would geue theim a resolute answere to the contrary (which the would be loth to here) then must they seke and shoulde not faill to find some other noble man that would. These wordes much inoued the protector, which as euery man of small intelligence may wit would neuer haue enclined thereto : but when he sawe there was none other way but that he must take ity or els he and his both to go from it, he saied to the lordes and commons, sithe it. is wee perceiue well that all the realme is so set (wherof we bee very sory) that they will not suffre in. any wise kynge Edward his line to gouerne theim, whom no man earthely can gouerne against their •willes: And wo also perceiue that no manne is there to whome the crowne can by sa Juste.title .
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    374 THE, I. YERE OF title appertaineas to oureselfe as very righteheire laufully begotten of the body of our most dread and dere father Richard late duke of Yorke to which title is now ioyned your election, the nobles and commons of the realme, whiche we of all titles possible take for mooste effectual, we be content and agree fauourably to encline to your peticion & request, and accordynge to the same, here we take vpon vs the royall estate of preheminence and kyngdome of the twoo noble reahnes, Englande and Fraunce, the one from this day forwarde by vs and our heires to rule, gouerne and defende, the other by God his grace and your good helpe to get again, subdue and establishe for euer in dewe obedience vnto this realme of Englande, the auauncernent whereof we neueraske of God longer to liue then we entende to procure and sette furthe. With this there was a greate cry and shoute, criyng kyng Richard and so the lordes wente vp to the kynge, and so he was after that daie called. But the people departed talkynge dyuersely of the matter, euery man as his fantasye gaue him, but much they marueiled of this maner of dealing, that the matter was on both partes made so straunge as though neuer the one part had communed with the other parte therof before, when they wiste that there was rio manne so dull that heard theim, but he perceyued well ynough that all the matter was made betwene them. Howebeit, some excused that again, saiynge: all thing must be done in good ordre, and menne must sometym for the maner sake not bee aknowen what they knowe. For at the consecracion of a bishoppe, euery manne perceiueth by paiment of his bulles that he entendeth to be one, yet when he is twise asked •whether he will be a bishop, he must twise say nay, and at the third tyrne take it vpon him as compelled thereto by his awne will. And in a stage plaie, the people knowe right well that he that plaieth the sowdaine, is percase a souter, yetyf one of acquaintaunce perchaunce of litle nurture should call him by his name while he standeth in his maiestie one of his tourmetours might fortune breke his lied for maryng the play. And so they saied, these matters be kynges games, as it were staige playes, and for the most part plaied vpon scaffoldes, in whiche poore menne bee but lookers on, and they that wise be, will medle no further, for they that steppe vp with them when they cannot play their partes, they disorder the plaie and do theim selues no good. THE TRAGICAL DOYNGES OF KYNG RICHARD THE THIRDS. Othe I am to remembre, but more I abliore to write the miserable tragedy of this infortunate prince, which by fraude entered, by tyrannye preceded, lind by sodayn deathe ended his inl'ortunate life : But yf I should not declare the flagicious factes of the •cuyll princes, aswell as I haue done .the notable actes of verteous kinges, I shoulde neither animate, nor incourage rulers of royal mes, Countreyes and Seigniories to folowe the steppes of their profitable progenitors, for to attayne to the type of honour and worldly fame: neither yet aduertise princes being proane to vice and wickednes, to aduoyde and -expell all symie and mischiefe, for dread of obloquy and worldly shame: for contrary set to contrary is more apparaunt, as whyte ioyned with black, maketh the fayrer shewe: W-herfore., i W4ll precede in his actes after .my accustomed vsage. RICHARD
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 375 RICHARD the third of that name, vsurped y croune of Englad & openly toke vpon hym to bee kyng, the nyntene daie of lune, in the yere of our lord, a thousand foure hundred Ixxxiii. and in the. xxv. yere of Lewes the leuenth then beeyng French kyng: and the morow after, he was proclaymed kyrig and with great solempnite rode to Westminster, and there sate in the seate roial, and called before him the iudges of y' realme straightely commaundynge theim to execute the lawe with out fauoure or delaie, with many good exhortacios (of the which he folowed not one) and then he departed towarde the Abbaye, and at the churche doore he was mett with procession, and by the abbot to hym was deliirered the scepter of saincte Edwarde, and so went and offered to saincte Edwarde his shrine, while the Monkes sang Te deuin with a faint courage, and from the churche he re-turned to the palaice, where he lodged till the coronacion. And to be sure of all enemies (as hethoughte) he sent for flue thousand men of the North against his coronacio, which came vp eiuil appareled and worse harneissed, in rusty harneys, neither defensable nor skpured to the sale, which mustered in Finesbury felde, to the great disdain of all the lookers on. The fourth daie of luly he came to the tower by water with his wife, and the fifth daie he created Edward his onely begotten sonne, a childe of. x. yere olde, prince of Wales, and Ihon Haward, a man of great knowledge and vertue (aswell in counsaill as in battaill) he created duke of Norffolke, and sir Thomas Hawarde his sonne he created erle of Surrey, and Willyam lorde Barkeley was then created erle of Notingham, and Fraunces lord© Louell was then made Vicount Louel, and the kynge his chamberlain, and the lorde Stanley was deliuercd oute of warde for feare of his sonne the lorde Straunge, whiche was then in Lancasshire gatherynge menne (as menne saied) and the sayed lorde was made Stuarde of the kynge his housholde, likewyse the Archebishop of Yorke was deliuered: but Morton bishop of Ely, was deliuered to the duke of Buckyngham to kepe inwarde^ whiche sente hym to his manoure of Brecknoke in Wales, from whence he escaped to kyng Ricliarde his confusion. The same night the kynge made seuentene knightes of the Bath. The nexte daie he roade through London with greate pompe, and in especiall the duke of Buckyngham was richely appareled and his horse trapped in blew beluet embroudered with the naues of cartes burnyng of gold: which trapper was borne by fotemen from the grounde, with suche solemne fassion that all men muche regarded it. On the m®row€ beeyng the sixt daie of luly, the kynge came toward his coronacion into • Westminster hall, where his chapeil and all the prelates mitred receiued him. And so they in ordre of procession passed forwarde: After the procession folowed therle of Northurnberlande with a poinctelesse sword naked, and the lord Stanley bare the Mace of y- costableshippe. Therle of Kent bare the seconde sword on the righte hand of the kyng naked. The lorde Louell bare an other svvorde on the lefte hand. Then folowed the duke of Suffolke with the scepter, and the erle of Lyncolne with .the ball and crosse. After theim folowed the newe erle of Surrey with the sword of estate in a riche skabard. On the right side of him wente the duke of Norfolke bearynge the crowne: then folowed kyn^e Richarde in a Circot and robe of purple veluet vndtir a canabie borne by the barones of the fyue portes, gooynge betwene the bishoppes of Bathe and Duresme. The duke of Buckingham .with the rod of the high stuarde of Englande bare the kyng his train. After hym folowed therle of Huntyngdon, berynge the quenes scepter, and the Vicount Lisle, bearyng the rod with the doue. And the erle of Wilshire bare the quenes croune. Then folowed quene Anne daughter to Richard erle of Warwike in robes like to the king, betwene two bishoppes, and a canabie ouer her hed, borne by the Barones of the portes. On her hed a- riche coronall sette with stones and pearle. After her folowed the coutesae of Richemond heire to the duke of Somerset, whiche bare vp the quenes trayne^ After folowed the duchesse of Suffolke and Norfolke with countesses, baronesses, ladies, and many faire gentlewomen : in this ordre they passed throughe the palayce, and entred tlue Abbaye at the Weste ende, and so came to their seates of estate. And after diuerse songes solemply
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    376 THE. I. YERE OF solcmply songe, they bothe discended to the highe altare and were shifted from their robes, and had diuerse places open from the middle vpward, in whiche places they were anointed. Then bothe the kyng and the queue chaunged theim into clothe of golde and ascended to their seates, where the cardinall of Cauntorbury and other bishoppes theim crowned accordynge to the olde custome of the realme, geuynge hym the scepter in the lefte hand and the balle with the crosse in the right hande, and the quene had the scepter in her right hande, and the rod with the done in the lefte hande: On euery side of the kyng stoode a duke, and before him stoode the erle of Surrey with the sweard in his handes. And on euery side of the quene standynge a bishoppe and a lady knelynge. The Cardinall song the masse, and after paxe, the kynge and the quene discended, and before the high altare they were bothe houseled with one hoste deuided betwene theim. After masse finished, they bothe offered atsaincte Edward his shrine and there the kyng lefte the crowne of saincte Edward, and putte on his owne crowne. And so in ordre as they came, they departed to Westminster hall, and so to their chambres for a ceason, duryng which tyme the duke of Norffolke came into the hall his horse trapped to the grounde in clothe of gold as high marshall, and voyded the hall. Aboute foure of the clocke the kyng and quene entred the hall, and the kyng satte in the midle, and the quene on the lefte hand of the table, and on euery side of her stoode a countesse holdynge a clothe of pleasaunce, when she liste to drynke. And of the right bande of the kyng satte the bishop of Cauntorbury, the ladies satte all on one side in the middle of the hall, and at the table againste them satte the Chauncelloure and all the lordes. At the table next the cupborde satte the Maire of London. And at the table behinde the lordes, satte the Jiarones of the portes. And at the other hordes satte noble and worshipful personages. When all persones were sette, the duke of Norfolke erle Marshall, the erle of Surrey constable for that daie, the lorde Stanly lorde Stevvarde, syr William Hopton treasourer, and sir Thomas Percy comptroller came in and serued the kyng solemply with one dishe of golde and another of siluer. And the quene all in gylte vessell, and the bishop all in siluer. At the seconde course came into the hall, sir Robert Democke the kynge his champion, makynge a proclamacion, that whosoeuer woulde saie that kynge Richard was not lawefully kynge, he woulde fighte with hym at the vtteraunce, and threwe downe his gauntlet: and then al the hal cried kynge liicharde. And so he did in three partes of the hall, and then one brought hym a 
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    KYNG RICHARD THfc. IIJ. 377 Edwarde his brother had before out of Fraunce, but the Frenche kyng so abhorred hytn and his crueltie, that he would neither se nor heare his Ambassadors, and so in vayne they returned. Nowe after this triumphante coronacion, there fell mischifes thicke and thicke, and as the thynge eiuill gotten is neuer well kept, so throughe all the tyme of his vsurped reigne, neuer ceased there cruell murther, death and slaughter, till his awne destruccion ended it. But as he finished with the best deathe and mooste rightewyse, that is to saie his awne, so beganne he with the mooste piteous and wicked, I meane the lamentable murther of his innocente nephewes, the younge kynge and his tendre brother, whose death and finall fortune hath neuerthelesse so far come in question that some remained longe in double whether they were in his daies destroied or no. Not for that that Parkin Warbek by many folkes malice, and mo folkes folly so longe space abusynge the worlde, was aswell with princes as with poore people reputed and taken for the younger of these twoo: But for that also that all thynges were so couertely demeaned, one thynge pretented and another mentc, that there was nothynge so plaine and openly proued, but that yet for the common custome of close and couerte dealynge, menne had it euer inwardly suspecte, as many well counterfet iewelles make the true mistrusted. Hobeit, concernynge that opinion, menne maie se the conueighaunce thereof in the lyfe of the noble prince kynge Henrye the. vii. in the processe of Parkyn. But in the meane ceason, for this presente matter I shall reherse to you the dolorous ende of these two babes, not after euery waie that I haue harde, but after that waie that I haue so hard by suche menne and suche menes as me thinketh it to be hard but itshoulde be true. Kyng Richard after his coronacion, takyng his waie to Gloucester, to visite in his newe ™'tid0"*0f honour the towne, of which he bare the name of old, deuised as he roade to fulfill that kynge thyng which he before had intended. And forasmuch as his mynd gaue him that his nephewes liuynge, men woulde not recon that he coulde haue righte to the realme, he thoughte therefore without delaie to rid them, as though the killynge of his kynsmen mighte ende his cause, and make hym kyndely kyng. Where vpon he sent Ihon Grene, whom he specially trusted, vnto sir Robert Brakebury constable of the tower, with a letter and credece also, that the same sir Roberte in any wyse should put the two childre to death. This Ihon. Grene dyd his errand to Brakenbury, knelynge before oure lady in the Towrc, who plainly answered that he woulde neuer put them to deathe to dye therefore. With the which answere Grene returned, recomptyng the same to kynge Richard at Wanvyke yet on his iourney, wherewith he toke suche displeasure and thoughte that the same night he saycle to a secrete page of his: Ah, whom shall a man truste: they that I haue brought vp my selfc, they that I went woulde haue moost surely serued me, euen those fayle me, and at my commaundemente wyll do nothynge for me. Syr quod the page, there licth one jn the palet chambre with out that I dare wel say, to do your grace pleasure the thing were ritiht hard that lie would refuse, meanyng this by lames Tirel, which was a man of goodly personage, and for the giftes of nature worthy to haue serued a muche better prince, yf he had well serued God, and by grace obteyned to haue as muche trueth and good wyll, as he had strength and wytt. The man had an high harte and sore longed vpwarde, not risyng yet so fast as he had had hoped, beynge hindered and kepte vnder by sir Richard e Ratclifte and sir Willyam Catesbye, which longyng for no more parteners of the Princes fauour, namely not for him, whose pride thei knewe woulde beare no pere, kept him by secrete driftes out of al secrete trust: which thynge this page had well marked and kuowen: wherefore this occasion offered of very speciall frendship spied his tyme to set him forwarde, and suche wyse to do him good, that all the enemies that he had (except the deuil) could neuer haue done him so much hurte and shame, for vpon the pages woordcs, kyng Richard arose (for this communication had he sittyng on a drafte, a conuenient carpet for suche a counsail) and came out into the palet chambre, where he dyd fynde in bed the sayd lames Tyrell and sir Thomas Tyrell of persone like and brethren of blonde, but nothyng of kynne in condicions, Then sayd the kyng merely to them, what syrs, be you in bed so sorie: and 3 C called
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    .*,,-» 378 THE. I. YERE called vp Tames Tyiell, & brake to him sccretely liis mynd in thismischeuous matter, in thewhich lie found him nothing straunge. Wheribre on the morowe he sent him to Brakynbury with a letter by the which lie was coannaundcd to delyuer to the sayd lames all the keycs of the Ton-re for a night, to thende that he might tlrere accomplishe the kynges pleasure in suche thynges as lie there had geuen him in coinnianndeinent. After which lettre delitiered £ the keyes receyued, lames appoincted y next night ensuyng to destroye them, deuisyng before and preparyng the meanes. The prince assorie as the Protectour toke vpon hym to be kynge, and left the name of protectoure, was thereof uduertised and shewed that he should not reigne, but his vncle should hatie the croune. At which word the prince sore abashed Ueganne to sighe and sayd: Alas I would myne vncle would let me huue my. life although I lese my kyngeclome. Then he that tolde hym the tale vsed him with good woordes and put hym in thebest conforte that he coulde, but furthewith he and his brother were bothe shut vp, and all other remoued from them, one called blacke Wyl, or Willyam Slaughter onely except, which were set to serue them, and iiii. other to see them sure. After whiche lyme, the prince neuer tyed his pointes, nor any thyng roughte of hym selfe, but with that young babe his brother lyngered in thoughte and heuines, tyll this trayterous dede deliuered them of that wretchednes. For lames Tirrel deuised that they shoulde be murthered in their beddes, and no bloud -shed; to the execution wherof, he appoineted Myles Forest one of the foure that before kepte them, a felowe fleshe bred in murther before tyme: and to him he ioyned one Ihon Digbton his awne horsekeper, a byggc broade square and strong knaue. Then al the other King Ed. beyng remoued from them, this Miles Forest a:iid Ihon Dighton aboute myd night, the sely IrVn'mu^1" children liyng in their beddes, came into y chaiibre and sodenli lapped them vp ainongest thcred. the clothes and so bewrapped them and entangled them, kepyng doune by force the fetherbed and pillowes harde vnto their mouthes, that within a while they smore-d & styfled them, and their breathes failyng, they gaue vp to God their innocet solles into the ioyes of heauen, leauyng to the tourrnetours their bodies dead in the bed, which after the wretches perceyued, firste by the struggling, with the panges of death, and after long liyng styl to be throughly dead, they layd the bodies out vpon the bed, and fetched lames Tirrell to see them, which when he sawe them perfigbtly dead, he caused the murtherers to burye them at the stayre foote, metely deepe in the groude vnder a great beape of stones. Then rode lames Tirrel in great hast to kyng Richard, and s-hewed him all the maner of the murther, who gaue him great thankes, and as men saye, there made hym knighte, but he allowed not their buriall in so vile a corner, saiyng, that he would haue them buried in a better place because they were a kynges sonnes: Lo y honorable courage of a king, for he would recompece a detestable murther with a solempne obsequy. Wherupon a priest of sir Robert Brakenburies toke them vp & buried them in such a place secretely as by the occasion of his death (which was very shortely after) which onely knewe it, the very trueth could neuer yet be very wel and perfightly knowen. For some saye that kynge Richard caused the priest to take them vp and dose them in lead and to put them in 'a eoffyne full of holes hoked at the eudes with. ii. hokes of yron, and so to cast them into a place called the Blacke depes at the Themes mouth, so that they should neuer rise vp nor be sene agayn. This was y very trueth vnknowe by reason thaty sayd priest died so shortly & disclosed it neuer to any person that would vtter it. And for a trueth, when sir lames Tirrell was in the Towre for treason committed to kynge Hen rye the seuenthe: bothe he and Dighton were examined together of this poincte, and both they confessed the murther to be done in the same maner as you haue hard, but whether the bodies were remoued, they bothe affirmed they neuer knewe. And thus as I haue learned of them that muche knewe and litle cause had to lye, where these two noble princes, these innoc'ente tendre children, borne of the niooste royall bloude and brought vp in greate wealthe, likely longe to liue, to reigne and rule in the realme, by trayterous tirannye taken and depriued of their estate, shortely shut vp
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 379, *-p in prison and priuely slaine and murthered by the cruel arnbicion of their vnnaturall vncle and his dispiteous tourmentours : whiche thynges on euery partc well pondered, God guue this world neuer a more notable example, either in what vnsurety standeth this worklcs weale, or what naischiefe worketh the proude enterprise of an highe harte, or finally, what wretched ende ensueth suche dispiteous crueltie. For fyrste to begynne with the ministers, Myles Forest, at sainct Martyns le graunde by pece meale miserably rotted away«, I ])ighton lyued at Caleys long after, no Jesse disdayned and hated then poincted at, there dyed in great misery: But sir lames Tyrrel was beheaded at the Towre hyll for treason : And kynge Richarde him selfe was slaine in felde hacked and hewen of his enemies handes, haried on a horsbacke naked beynge dead, his heere in dispite torne and tugged Jyke a curre dogge. And the mischiefe that he toke with in lesse then thre yeres, of the mischiefe that he dyd in thre monethes be not comparable, and yet all the meane tyme spente in muche trouble and payne outwarde, and much feare, dread and anguishe within. For I haue harde by credible reporte of suche as were secrete with his chamberers that after this abhominable deed done, he neuer was quiet in his mynde, he neuer thought him selfe sure where he wente abroade, his body priuely feinted, his eyen wherled aboute, his hande euer on his dagger, his countenaunce and inaner lyke alwaies to stricke againe, he toke euill reste on nightes, laye long wakyng and musyng, forweried with care and watche, rather slombred then slept, troubled with fearefull dreames, sodeinly somtyme stert vp, leapte ™ard e and behold y the most cruel tyranny hath inuadyd the comon wealth, now we se that in him is neither hope of Justice nor trust of mercie but abundance of crueltie and thrust of innocentp bloude. But when these newes wer first brought to the infortunate mother of the dead children yet being in sanctuary, no double but it strake to her harte, like the sharpe darte of death: for when she was first enformed of the murther of her. ii. sonnes, she was so sodainly iamasyd with the gteatnes of y crueltie that for feare she sounded and fell doune to the ground, and there lay in a great aganye like to a deade corps. And after that she came tp her memory and was reuyued agayne, she wept and sobbyd and with pitefull scriches sji-3 replenished the hole rnancion, her breste she puncted, her fayre here she tare and -p,u,lled in, peees & being ouercome with sorowe & pensiuenes rather desyred death then life, calling by 3 C 2
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    380 THE. I. YERE OP name diners times her swete babes, accornptyng her self more then madde that she delude* by wyle and fraudulente promises delyuered'her yonger sontte out of the sanctuarie to hisenemye to be put to death, thinkynge that next the othe made to God broke, & the dewtie of allegiaunce toward her childre Violated, she of all creatures in that poyncte was most seduced and disceaued : After longe lamentacion, when she sawe no hope of reuengynge otherwyse, she knelyd downe and cried on God to take vengeaunce for the disceaytf'ull periurie; as who saide she nolhyng mistrusted but once he would remember it. What ys he liuyng.that if he remember and beliolde these, ii. noble enfantes without deseruing, so shamefully murthered, that will not abhorre the fact, ye & be moued & tormented with pitie and mercie. And yet the worlde is so frtiyle and our nature so blynde that fewe be slurred with such examples, obliuiouslie forgettynge, and littell consideryng, that oftentimes for the offences by theparentes perpetrate and committed, that synne is punished in their lyne and posterite. This chaunce might so happen to this innocet children, because king Edward ther father and parent offended in staynyng his conscience: he made his solempne othe before y gate of the citle of Yorke (as you haue harde before) and promised and sware one thing by his vvorde thinkyng cleane contrarie in his harte as after dyd appere. And afterward by the death of theduke of Clarence his brother, he incurred (of likelyehod) the great displeasure toward God. After this murther this perpetrated and that he had visited his towne of Gloucester which he for his old di^nitie bothe loued and with ample liberties and priuileges endewed and decorated, he toke his iorney towarde the countie of Yorke, where the people abusyng his lawfull fauoure (as he bothe fauourecl and trusted them in his hart) had of late presumed to attempte diuers routes and riottes cotrarie to his lawes and enfryngyng of his peace, and vppon hope of his mayntenaunce, were so elated that no lord were he neuer of so great power could either pacific or rule them tyll the kyng hym selfe came personally thether to set a concorde and an vnitie in that countree and to bridell and rule the rude rusticall and blusterynge bolde people of that region, and so he by long iourneyinge came to the citie of Yorke where the eitezens receyued hym with great pompe and triumphe, accordyng to y qualities of their educacion and quantitie of there substaunce and habilitie, and made diuers daies playes and pageates in token of ioy and solace. Wherefore kyng Richard magnified and applauded of the northe nacion, & also to shewe hym self apparantlie before them in habyte royal with- scepter in hande and diademe on his hed, made proclamation that all persones should resorte to Yorke on thedaieof theassencion of ourelorde whereall menshoulde bothe beholdeandsehym his quene and prince in there high estates and degrees and also for their good wylles, shoulde receyue many thankes, large benefites and munificente rewardes. At the daye apoincted the hole clergie assembled in copes richely reuested and so with a reuerente ceremonie went aboutethe citie in procession, after whome folowed the king with his croune and scepter appa^reilled in his circot robe royall accompaignied with no small nomber of y nobilitie of his realme : after whom marched in order quene Anne his wife likewyse crouned ledinge on her lefte hande Prynce Edward her sonne hauyng on his hed a demy crowne appoyncted for the degree of aprince. The kyng was had in that triumphe in suche honour and^common people of the northe so reioysed that they extolled and praysed hym far aboue the starres. After this solempne feaste and glorious pompe he kepte greate counsailles there, as well for the orderynge of the countree in tyme tocorne, as for the bridellynge and punyshinge of suche as there had mysgouerned them selfes : and farther of the gentilmen of that contrie, he augmented the nomber of hys domesticall ministers & seruauntes, in the which persones he put his whole trust & affiaunee. When all thynges were thus discreetly ordered, he returned by Nothynghy., and after came to London: whome more for dread then for loue, the Cytezens receaued in greate compaygnies. Thus kynge Richard by a new inuented crueltie and late practised tyrannye obteyned and grewe to high prayse and honoure, and then by the admiracion and iudgemente of the common multitude, he was moost estemed to be exalted into heauen, when he couertlyhad intelligece, that he was like to lose his estate and could by no meanes haue long contynuaunce in his vsurped power : for assueredly after the death of kynge 3 Edwards
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. . 3S1 Edwards chyldren when any blusteringe wynde perelous thunder or terrible tempest, chansed or were apparantly like to happen1 : Sodainly the people hauinge in there freshe tneinorie the fecinorous acte of there kynge and prince, woulde openly crye and make vocyferacion that God dyd take vcngaunce and punishe the pore Englishemen, for the cryme and offence of there vngracious kynge, whome they blamed, accursed and wysshed to haue extreme tortures. Although kynge Richard harde ofte of this slaunderous wordes and malicious saiynges and knewe wel by what persones they were spoke, yet he dirst not with strong hande be on the fyrste inuentours reuenged, knowing that some tyme it is no wisedome to refuse or disdaigne them that tell a ruler his deutie or declare to hym his mysbehauour toward the common wealthe or counsaill hym to amende and chaung hisyll life. After this great felicitie, he fell again in to a great feare and penciuenes of mynde, and because he coulde by no nieanes either correct or amend thinges that were passed, he determined by doynghis deutie in all thinges to his commons, to obliterate and put out of memoric that note of infamie with the whiche his fame was iustcly spotted and stayned, and to cause the people to conceyue so good au opinion in him, that from thece forth nocalamyte nor trouble should be adiudged to happen to the commo wealth, either by his negligence or by his mysgouernance (although it is difficile and strange shorielie to tourne and plucke out suche qualities and vsages as haue of longe tyme ben encorporate in a mans mynde and rooted1 in: his nianers and condicions.) Therfore whether it was for the performaunce of his former entent of amendement, or (as the common fame flew abrode) that he toke repentaunce of his myscheuous actes and scelerate doynges, he tourned ouer the leflfe, and began an order of a new life, and pretended to haue the name of a good and vertuous man, bi the reason that he shewed hymselfe more v iuste, more rneker, more familiar, more liberall (especially amongest the pooi-e people) then before he had accustomed to do, and so by this meanes he firmelye trusted fyrst to obteyne of God forgeuenes of his offences and crymes, and after to leuie and take away the enemye and inwarde grudge that the common people bare in their myndes tovvarde hym, and in conclusion, to obteigne their frendelye loue and assured fauour. . He farthermore began and enterprised diuera thinges aswel publike as priuate, the which he beyng prenented by sodayne deathe dyd neither accomplishe nor bryng to conclusion, for he begon to founde a college of a hundreth prestes, which foundacion with the founder shortelye toke an ende. To please the common people also, he in his high courte of parliamente enacted dyuers and sondrie good lawesand profitable estatutes and in especiall one tigainste strangers and foren wrought wares, not to be transported in to this realme, which commodius acte for the common wealthe yf he had lyued hefullye purposed to haue auaunsed & set forwarde & put in execucion. But afterwarde euidentlie to all persones it appeared,- that onely feare (whiche is not a maister long in office and in continual aucthoritie) and not Justice, caused kynge Rycharde at that verie tyme to waxe better and amende his synnefull life, for shortelie the goodnes of the man whiche was but paynctedand fraudulent, sodainlie wexed coulde and vanished awaie. And from thence forth not onely all his counsailles. doynges and procedynges, sodainlye decayed and sorted to none effecte: But also fortune bcganne to froune and turne her wheledouneward from him, in so much that he lost his onely begotten sonne called Edwarde in the. iij. moneth after hebad.- created hym prince of Wales; fl THE. II. YERE. ANd shortely after, The. ii. yere he was vnquieted by a conspiracye, or rather a confederacye betwene the duke of Buckynghani and many other gentlemen against him, as ye shall heare: But ^ occasion why the duke and the kynge fell out, is of diuersefolke diuersely pretended. This duke as you haue harde before, assone as y duke of Gloucester after jr death of kyng Edwarde was come to Yorke, and there had solempne funerall seruice done for kyng Edward sent to him a secret seruaunte of his called Persall, with such messages as you haue
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    312 THE. II. YERE OF haae harde before. And after the duke of Bnckyngham came with. CCC. horse to Northampton and still continued with hym, as partener and chiefe organe of his deuices tyll after his coronacion, they departed to all semyng very frendes at Gloucester. From whence assone as the duke came home, he so highly turned from him and so highly conspired against him, that a man would marueill wherof the chaungegrewe in so shorte space. Some say this occasyon was, that a litle before the coronacion, the duke required the kynge amongest other thynges to be restored to the erle of Herfordes landes : And forasmuche as the tytle whiche he claymed by inheritaunce, was somewhat interlaced, with the tytle of Lancaster, whiche house made a title to the croune, and enioyed the same thre discentes, as all men knewe, tyll the house of Yorke depriued the third kynge, whiche was Henry the sixte, Kynge Richarde somewhat mistrusted and conceiued suche an indignacion, that he reiected the dukes request, with many spitefull, and minotary wordes, whiche so wounded the dukes harta with hatred and mistrust, that he could neuer after endure to loke right on king Richard but euer feared his awne lyfe, so farre foorth, that when. the Protectoure should ryde to.his coronaci5, he feigned him self sycke, because he would do him no honoure. And the other taking it in euill part, sent him word to ryse and ryde or he woulde make hym to be caried. Whereupon gorgeously apparelled, and sumpteously trapped with burnynge carte naues of goldeernbrodered, he roade before the kyng through Londo with an euill will and Tvoorse harte. And that notwithstandynge, he roase the daye of the coronacion from the feast, feignyng him selfe sicke, which kyng Richard sayd was done in hate and spighte of him. And therefore men sayd thatecbe of them euer after lyued continually in such hatred and distrust of other, that the duke looked .verely to haue bene murthered at Gloucester, from •whiche he in fay re manor departed : but surely suche as were righte secrete with bothe, affirme all this to he vntrue and other .wyse men thynke it vnlikely, the deepe dissimulyng nature of bothe these mcnne well considered. And what nede in that grene worlde the protectoure had of the duke, and in what perel the duke stoode yf he fell once in suspicion of that •tyraunte, that either the protectour woulde geue the duke occasyon of displeasure, or the duke the protec.tour occasion of mystruste. And surely men thynke, that yf kyng Richard had any suche opinion cor.ceyued in hym, ,he woulde neuer haue suffered him to auoyd his handes or escape his power: but very true it is, that the duke of Ruckyngham was an highe mynded man, and euill coulde beare the glory of another, so that I haue heard of some that saw it, that he at such tymea's the croune was set vpon the protectours bed, his eye could neuer abyde the sight therof, but wryed his bed another way.: but men said he was not well at ease, and that was bothe to kynge Richard well knowen and well taken, nor any demaude of the dukes request vncurteously reiected, but gently deferred, but bothe he with great piftes and high behestcs in mooste louynge and trustye manor departed from the kynge to Gloucester. Thus euery man Judged as he thought, but soone after his commyng home to Breckenocke, hauyng there by kyng Richardes commaudcmet doctor Morto bishop of Ely, ivho before as you haue harde was taken at the counsaill at the towre, waxed with hym very familier, whose onely wysedome abused his pride, to his owne deliuerauce and the dukes distraction. The byshop was a man of greale naturall witte, very well learned and of honourable behaueour, lackyng no wysc wayes to wynne fauoure. He was fyrst vpon theparte of kyng Henry, whyle thatparte was in wealthe, and neither lefte it nor forsoke it in no woo, but fled the rcalme with the quene and the prynce. And whyle king Edward had kynge Henry in prison, he neuer returned but to the felde at Bat-net: After which felde lost and vtterly subdued and all parte takyngesextynguished, kyng Edward for his fast fayth and wysedome as not onely contente to receyue hym, but also wooed him to come and had hym from thensforthe bothe in secrete trnste and speciall fauoure, whom he nothynge deceyued. For he beynge after kynge Edwardes deathe fyrste taken by the tyraunte for his truethe to the .kynge, founde the meane to set the duke in his toppe, and ioyned gentlemen together in ayde of the earle of Richemonde, whiche after was named kynge Henry the seuenth: Fyrste 4fiuisyng the.mariage betwene , the lady Elizabeth daughter to kynge Edwarde the fourth, by .the
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    KYNG RIG HARD THE. IIJ. 383 the whiche his faithfull and true seruice declared to bothe his maistefs at once, was an infinite benefite to the realnie, by the conjunction of the bloudes of Lancaster and Yorke, whose funeral titles had longe hiouieted the reahne. This man afterwarde escaped from the duke and fled the realnie, and neuer returned, and went to Rome, neuer myndynge to mcdle with the worlde, tyll kynge Henry the seuenth sent for him, and after made hym Archebishop of Cauntorbury and Chatmceloure of Englande, and after was made Cardinal!, and liued well to all mens indgementes and died well. JJut to retourne to the former purpose, he by the longe and often alternate proofe, as well of prosperitee as adlierse fortune, had gotten by greate experience the very mother and mastres of wisedome, and depe insighte in pollitike & worldly driftes, wlierby perceiuyng now the duke to .common with hym, fed hym . with fayre woordesand many pleasaunte prayses, and perceiuynge by the grefe of their communicacions the dukes pryde noweand then to balke out a litle brayde of enuy toward the glory of the kynge, and thereby felynge hym easye to fall out yf the matter \vere well handeled, he craftely sought the wayes to prycke him forward ta kynge alwayes the occasyon of his eommyng, and also kepynge hym selfe close within hisbandes that he rather seined- to folowe hym then to leade hym. For when the duke beganne fyrst to prayse and boast the kynge and shewo howe muche profile the realme shoulde take by bis reigne: Byshop Morton aunswered, surely my lorde, folye it- were for me to lye, for I ttm sure yf I woulde swere the contrarie ye would not once beleue me, but if the worlde woulde haue begonne as I would haue wyshed, that kynge Henries sonne had had the croune and not kynge Edwarde, then would I hau^ bene his true and faithfull subiecte, but after that God had ordeyned hym to lose it, and kynge Edwarde to reigne, I was neuer so madde with a dead man to striue against the quick, so was I euer to kyng Edward a faithfull and true chapeleyn and -glad would haue bene that his children should haue sucmled him, howbeit yf tlie secret iudgemet of God haue otherwyse prouided, I purpose not to spume against the pricke, nor labour to set vp 'that God pulleth doune. And as for the late protector and nowc kyng: and with that worde he lefte, sauynge that he sayd that he had already rnedled to much with the world and would from that day medle with hisbooke and beades, and no further. Then longed the duke sore to heave, what he would haue sayde, because he ended with the kyng, and there so sodainly stoppedt and exhorted hym farnilierly, betwene them hot lie to be bolde and to saye whatsoeuer he thoughte, whereof he faithefully promised there shoulde neuer come hurte, and paraduenture more good then he woulde wene. And that he hym selfe entended -to vse his faithefull secrete aduice and counsayle, whiche he sayd was tiie onely cause for the whiche he procured of the kynge to haue hym in his custodye, where he might recon hym self -at -home, or else he had bene put in the handes of them with whom he should not haue founde likefauour. The byshoppe right humblie thanked him and sayd in good faythe my lorde, I loue not muche to talke of princes as of a thyng not all out of perell, although tlie word be without faute, but yet it must be as it pleaseth y priuce to construe it. Aiid euer 1 thinkeoa Isopes tale, y.when the Lyon had proclaymed that on paine of death there shoulde no- horned beastes come into the woode, one beast that had a bonche of fleshe growing out oi his heade, fled a great pace: the Foxe that sawe him five with all the haste asked him whether he fled? In faith quod he, 1 neither wote ne recke, so 1 were once hence, because of the proclamation made against horned beastes. What f'oole quod the foxe, the Lyon neuer ment it by the, for that whiche thou haste is no home in thy heade. No mary quod he, I wote that well ynough, but yf he say it is a home, where am I then' The duke laughed merely at the tale and said my lorde I warraunte you, neither the Lyon nor the bore stiall pycke any matter at any thynge here spoken, for it shall neuer come nere their eares. In good faith, syr Sayd the byshop, yf it dyd, the thyng that I was aboute to say taken aswell as before God I mente, it coulde deserue but thanke, and yet taken as I wene it woulde, might happen to turne me to lytle good and you to lesse. Then longed the duke muche more to wete what it was, whereupon the bishop sayd. In good faith my lorde, as for the late protectoure, sith he is nowe kyng in possession I purpose
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    384 THE. II. YERE OF pose not to dispute his title, but for $ wealthe of this realme, wherof his grace hath nowe the gouernaunce, and wherof I my self am a poore membre, I was aboute to wishe that to those good abilities wherof he hath alredy right many, litle neadyng my prayse, yet might it haue pleased God for the better store to haue geuen hym some of suche other excellente vertues mete for the rule of the realme, as our lord hath planted in the person of your grace and there lefte of agayne. The duke somewhat maruelynge at his sodaine pauses as though they were but parentheses, with a high coutenaunce saied: my lorde I euidentely perceyue and no lesse note your often breathyng and sodayne stoppynge in your c5municacion, so that to my intelligence your wordes neither come to any dyreet or perfect sentence in conclusio, wherby either I myght perceyue and haue knowlege what your inward entent is now toward the kyng, or what affeccion you beare toward me. For the comparison of good qualities ascribed to vs bothe (for the which I my selfe knowlege and recognise to haue none, nor loke for no prayse of any creature for the same) maketh me not a lyttell to muse thinkynge that you haue some other preuie Imaginacion, by loue or by grudge engraued and emprinted in your harte, whiche for feare you dare not or for childeshe shamefastnes you be abashed to disclose and reuele, and especially to me beynge your frende, whiehe on my honoure do assure you to be as secrete in this case as the deffe and dumme person is to the singer, or the tree to the hunter. The byshoppe beynge some what boulder, considerynge the dukes promyse, but moste of all animated and encouraged because he knewe the duke desyerous to be exalted and magnified, and also he perceyued the inwarde hatred and pryuie rancor whiche he bare towarde kyng llicharde, was nowe boldened to open his stomacke cue to the very bottome, entendyng thereby to compasse howe to destroye and vtterly confounde kynge llicharde, and to depryue hym of his dignitee royall, or els to sett the Duke so a fyer with the desyer of ambicion, that he hym selfe might be safe and escape out of all daunger and perell, which thinge he brought shortely to conclusion bothe to the kynges destruction and the Dukes confusion and to his awne sauegarde, and fynally, to his high promocion. And so (as I sayed before) vpon truste and confidence of the dukes promyse, the bishoppe saiede: my synguler good lorde sithe the tyme of my captiuitee, whiche beynge in your graces custodie I rnaye rather call it a liberal! libertie more then a straight emprysonmente, in a voydynge ydelnes mother and norisher of all vices, in redynge bookes and aunciente pamphlettcs I haue found this sentence wrytten, that no man is borne fre and in libertie of him selfe onely, for one part of duetie he oweth or shoulde owe to his parentes for his procreacion by a very naturall instincte and filiall curtesie: another parte, to his frendes and kynsfolke, for proximitie of bloude and naturall amitie dothe of verie dewtie chalenge and demaunde: But the natiue countrye in the which he tasted fyrste the swete ayers of this pleasaunte and flatterynge worlde after his natiuitie, demaudeth as a debt by a natural bonde neither to be forgotten nor yet to be put in obliuion, whiche saiynge causeth me to consider in what case this realme -my natiue countrye now standeth, and in what estate and assueraunce before this tyme it hathe contynued: what gouernour we now haue, and what ruler we myghte haue, for I plainely perceyue the realme beynge in this case muste nedes decaye .and be broughte to vtter confusion and fynall exterminion : But one hope I haue encorporate in my breaste, that is, when I consider and in my mynde do diligontely remember, and 
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    KYNG RICKARD THE. IIJ. 385 by a metamorphosis) transformed from politike ciuilitie, to detestable tyrannic: I must .nedes saie and iustlie affirme, that he is neither, mete to be a kynge of so noble a real me, nor so famous a realme mete to be gouerned by suche a tyraunte: Was not his tirste intorprise to obtaine the crowne begoane and incepted by the murther of diuers noble valiaunt trewe and vertuous personages : O a holy begynnyng to come to a mischeuous eiiiiyng.'dyd he not secondarelie proccde contrarie to all lawes of honestie, shamefully agaynst his a\vne naturall mother, beyng a womii of much honour, and hiore vertew, declaryng her opcnlic •to be a woman geuen to carnall affection, and dissolute liuinge (whiche thynge yf it had bene trewe as it was not in dede, euery good and naturall child would haue rather inunnred at, then to haue blasted a broade and especially she beyng a lyue.) Declarynge farthermore iiis ii. brethren and his. ii. nephewes to be bastardes, and to be.borne in auoutrey, yet not whith all this contente. After that he had obteyned the garlande for the whJckhe so loiige thristecj, he caused the two poore inhoces hisnepaewes committed to hym, forespeciall trnste, to be niurthered and shamefully to be kylled. The bloud of whiche sely and ly ttel babes dayly crye to God, from the earthe for vengaunce. Alas my hartesobbith, to remember this bloudy boucher and cruel monster, what suretie shall be in this realme to any person, other for life or goodes vndcr suche a cruell prynce, whyehe regardcth not the destruction of his awne bloude, and then lesse the losse of other. And most especially as oftentymes it chauncelh, where a couetous or a cruell prince taketh suspicion, the smaleste, swaruynge that is possible (yf the thynge be mysconstered) maye be the cause of the destruction of many gyltles persones: and in espcciall of noble and wealthy personages hauynge greate possessions and riches: Suche a lorde is Lucifer when he is entred into the harte of a provide prynce, geuen to couetousnes and crueltie. But nowe my lorde to conclude what 1 meane towarde your «eble persone, I saye and affirme, yf youloue God, your lynage, oryoure natyue contrye, you muste yower selfe take vpon you the Crowne and diademe of thys noble em pyre, bothe for the mayntenauns of the honoure of the same (whiche so longe hath floreshed in fame and renowne) as also for the delyueraunce of youre naturall countrey men, from the bondage and thraldome (worse then the captiuitie of Egypte) of so cruell a tiraunt and arrogante oppressor. For thus I dare saye, yf any foren prynce or potentate, ye the Turcke hym selfe woulde take vppon hym the regiment here and the crowne, the commons woulde rather admit and obey hym, then to lyue vnder suche a bloud supper and child kyller: but how muche more ioyfull and glad would they be to lyue vnder your grace, whome they all knowe to be a ruler mete and conuenient for them, and they to be louing and obedient snbiectes mete to lyue vnder suche a gouernour: dispbe not, nor forsake not so manifesto occasion so louin'gly offered. And yf you your self knowing the payne and trauaill that apperteyneth to the office of a kynge, or for any other consideracion, will refuse to take vpon you the crowne and scepter of this realme: Then I adiureyou by y faithe that you oxve to God, by your honour and by your othe made to Saincte George patron of the noble ordre of the gartier (whereof you be a compaignion) and by the loue and affection that you beare to your natiue contrey and the people of the same, to deuise some waie how this realme now being in miserie may by your high discrccion and pryncely policie, be brought and reduced to some suertie and conueniente regiment vnder some good gouernour by you to be excogitate : for you are y verye patron, the only helpe, refuge, and conforte for 'the poore amased and desolate commons of this realme. For yf you could either deuise to sett v p again the linage of Lancaster or auaunce the eldest doughter of kynge Edward to some highe and puyssaunte prince, not onely the nevve crowned kynge shall small tyme enioy the glorie of his dignitie, but also all ciuile warr should cease, all domesticall discorde should slepe, and peace, profile and quietnies should be set forth and embrased. When the bishoppe had thus ended his saiyng, y duke sighed and spake not of a great while, which sore abashed the bishop and made hym chaunge couler: which thing when the duke apperceiued, he saide be not afrayde my lorde, all promyses shall be kept, to uiorow we wyl comon 3 D more ;
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    386 THE. II. YERE OF more : let vs go to supper, so that night they commoned no more, not a litle to the iniquietaciori of the bishoppe, whiche nowe was euen as desirous to knowe the dukes myride and entent, as the duke longed the daye before to knowe liis opinion and meanyng. So the nexrc dale, the duke sent for the byshoppe and rehersed to hyin in maner (for he was bothe wyttie and eloquent^) all the communicacimi had betwene them before, and so paused a while, and after a lytle ceason puttyng of his bonett he sayde: O lorde God creator of aU thingeshowe niuche is this real me of Englande and ihe people of the same bonnden to thy goodnes, for where we now be in vexacion and trouble with greate stormcs oppressed saylyng and tossyng Hi a desperate shippe without good maister or gouernour: but hy thy hcalp good, lord I trust or long lyme pas.se that we shall prouyde for such a ruler as shalbe both to thy. pleasure, and also to the securite and sauegarde of this noble reahne. And then he put on his bonett saiynge to the byshoppe, my lord of Ely whose trewe harte and syncere uffoccion towarde me at all tymes, I haue euidcntlie perceyued and knowen, and nowe rnoste of all in our last preuie comuniQacion and secrete deuisynge, I must nedes in hart thinke and with moiitheconfesseand saie, that you be a sure frende, a trustye counsailour, a vigilante foresear. a very louer of your count rey, a naturall countreyman: for whiche kyudnes for my parte, I rnoste louynglye render to you my hartye thankes nowe with wordcs: hereafter triistyng to recompence and remunerate you with dedes, yf life and power shall serue. And sithe at our last communicacion, you haue disclosed, and opened, the very secrets and priuities of your stomacke. tonchinge the duke of Gloucester nowe vsurper of the crowne,. and also haue a Jittel touched the auauncemet of the. ii. noble famelycs of Yorke & Lacaster: I shall likcwyse not onely declare and manifeste vnto you, a!4 my open acles, attetnptes and doynges," but also my preuie ententes, and secrete cogitacions. To the entent that as you haue vnbuckeled your bogett of your preuie meanyngcs, and secrete purposes to me: so shall all my clowdy workynge, close deuises, and secrete imaginacions, be (as clere as the some) reueled, opened, and made lightesome to you. And to beginne, I declare: that when kynge Edwarde was dissceased, to whom I thought my self littel or nothinge beholden, (all thoughe we. ii. had maried two systers) because he neither promoted nor preferred me, as 1 thoughte I was worthy & had descrued, nether fauored nor regarded me, accordyngto my degree and byrthe: For surely I had by hym lytle aucthoritee, and les«e rule, and in effecte nothynge at all: which caused me the lesse to fauor his chyldren, l)ecause I founde small humanitie, or none in there parente. I then begun to studio,, and with mature deliberacion, to ponder and consyder, howe & in what mancr this reahne shouide be ruled and gouerned. And fyrste I retnembred an olde proueibe worthy of memorve, that often ruithe the reahne, where chyldren rule, and women gouerne. This olde adage so sancke, and settelied in my heade, that I thought it a great errour, and extreme myschyefc to th.e hole realme, either to suffer the younge kynge to rule, or the quene his motiier to be a souernour ouer hvin, consyderynge that her brethrene, and her fyrst children (all thoughe they were not extracteof highe and noble lynage) toke more vpon them, and more exalted them seines by reason of the quene, then dyd the kynges brethrene, or any duke in his reahne: Which in conclusion turned to there confusion. The I being, persuaded whith my self in this poyncte, thought it necessarie bothe for the publique and profitable weltlie of this realme, and also for myne awne commoditie and emolumente, to take parte with the duke of Gloucester: Whome I assure you I thoughte to be as cleane withoute dissimulacion, as tractable withoute iniurie, as merciful! with oute crueltie, as nowe I knowe hym perfectely. to be a dissembler withoute veritie, a tyraunte withoute petie, yea and worse then the tyraunte phaleres, destitute of aU trutghe and clemencie: And so by rny meanes, at the fyrste counsaill holden at London, when he was most suspected of that thynge that after happened, (as you my lorde knowe well ynough) he was made Protectoure and defender, bothe of the kynge and of the realme, whiche aucthorite oace gotten, and. the two chyldren partelie by policie broughte vnder his gouernaunce, he beynge

  

  
    Page 396
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 20.97% accurate
    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. beynge riioued with that gnawynge and couetous scrpet, desyered to reigne and neuer ceased priuelie to extiorte and require (yea A some tymes with mir.atorie urines) to persuade me and other lordes RS-A ell spiritual! as temporall, that he wiyghte take vpon hym thecrowne, tyll the-prynce came to the age of foure and twenty yeres, and were able to gouerne the realmc, as a ma cure and sufficient kynge: Whiche thyitge when he satfe me somewhat styckc at, hoth for the straungcnes of the examplp (because no such presidente had bene sene) and also because we remembred that men once ascended to the highest type of honour and aucthoritee wil' not aladlie discende agayn, he then brought in instrumt-tes, autcntike doctoures. proctoures, and notaries of the lawe, with depositions of diucrs wytncsses, $esdtieiig ky.ng Edwards children to be bastardes, which deposicios then I thought to be as liewe, as now I knowe them to be fayned, and teslifyed by persones with rewardes vntruelyesubornate. When the saide depositions, were before vs redde and diligently harde, he stoode vp bare lii'dded saiyng: \Vel my io'rdes, eueii as I & you sage & discrete counsailers vvouldo that •my nepheue should Imue no wronge : So I praye you do me nothynge but righte. For these uitnessfs and saiynges" of famous doctors beyng trew, I am oncly the vndubitate heire to lord Richard plantugenet duke of Yorke, adjudged to be the very heire to the crowne of this realme by ancthoritee of parliamente, whiche thinges, so by learned men to vs tor a verite declared, caused me and other to take him for our lawfull and vndoubted prince and souereigne lord. For well we knew y the duke of Clarence sonne, by reason of the attayn-der of his father was disabled to inherite, and also y duke hym self was named to be a bastarde, as 1 my selfehaue harde spoken, and that vpon greate presimipcions more tymes then one: so ag-ivn by "iv avdtf and tauour, he of a protectour was made a kvng. and of a subO */ v *t v *) O* iccie made a gouernour, at which tyme he promysed me on his h'delite, iaiyng his hand in myneat Baynarde Castel, that the, ii. young princes should lyue, and that he would so prouide for them, and so mayntaine them in honorable estate, y I and all the realme ought and should be content. But when he was once crouned king, and in full "possession of the hole realme, he cast a way his old codicions as y adder doeth her skynne, verefieng v old prouerbe, honoures chaunge maners, as the parishe prest remembreth that he was ncuer parishe clerck. For when I my self sued to him for my part of the Eaile of IJartfordes liindes whiche his brother kynge Edwarde wrongefully detcyned and \\ith heide from me, and also required to haue the office of the hight: cciiiotable shvpnc of Englande, us diners of my noble aunncelers before this tyme haue h^d, and i;i Innje disccrite continued. In thys my fyrste" suyte shewynge his good myndc K^warde me, he dyd not oncly fyrste delaye me, ami afterwarde denay me, but 14:1110 me suclie vnkynde woordes, with suche tauntes and retauntes ye in maner cliccke and ci.ecl.c mate to the vttcrmooste prot'e of my pacience. As though I had n,?u(:i fu/iherod ijim but Iivndered him us though I had put him downe and not sett hym vp: yi-t nil thos.' vngvatitudes and vndeserned vnkyndnes I bare closlye £ suffered, piunenttiio and ci>uon!y rt'n.i"iu• bred, on taardely !(iin)scSj but withonte any good dcdes. Hut when I \\as credibly enformed of t.hr th.sth oi' the. ii. yonnge innocentes, his awne r.a'uuul nephcwes contrarie to hi--, taitii a.n;l i;rb;vivse, to the whiche (iod be my iudg;: I nener agi'eed norrondiscended. O lord, ho\v my-vevnespanlcil, how -my body trembled, and my harte inuardcly grudgod, in so ni'iciie i'l.u I .so ahin.rred the sighte and much more the compaignie of hym, that 1 com'de nok-nger abvde in isis courte, excepte I shouldc be openly reuenged. The ende wherof v\as (ioatl'iiil," and so I iavned a cause todeparte, and with a mery countenaunce and a dispitcful hurte I toke mylcaue humbly of hym (he thinkynge nothynge lesse then that 1 was displeased) and so returned to Brecknock to you. But in y ionrney as I returned whythcr it were by the inspiration of the holy ghost, or by Melancolous disposicid, I had diners and sundrie imaginacions howe to depriue this vnnatural vncle, andbloudy butcher, froth his royall seate, and princely dinitie. Fyrst I Fantesyed that yf I list to take vpon me the croune, and. imperiall scepter of the 3 D 3 realme,
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    388 THE. II. YEUE OF realme, now was the tyme propice and conuenient. For now was the waie made plaine, and the gate opened, and occasio geuen, whiche now neglected, should paraducnture neuer take suche e^ecte and conclusion. For I sawe he was disdaigned of the lordes temporal!, execrate p.nd accursed of the tordes spiritual, detested of all gentilmen, and despised oi'all the commu.oaltie: So that I saw my chaance as perfectely as I sawe my awne Image in a glasse, that Vnere was no person (yf I had ben gredy to attempte the enterprise) could nor should havie wone the ring or got the gole before me. And on this poyncte I rested in- imaginacion secretely AV my self. ii. dales at Tewkesberie. And from thence so iornyeng I mused & thoughtey it was not best nor coueniet to take vpo me as a coquerour, for then I knevve that all me & especially the nobilitee, would with all their power with stande me, bothe for rescuyng of possessions & tenours, as also for subuertyng of y hole estat lawes and customes of the realme: Sucbe a power hath a conquerour as you know well ynough my lord. But at the last, in all this doutfull case ther sprang a new braunche out of my bed, which suerly I thought should liaue broughte forthe fayer flowers, but the sonne was so hotte that they turned to drye wedes, for I sodainly remembred that lord Edmond duke of Somersett my grandfather was with kynge Henrye the sixte in the. ii. and. iii. decrees from Ihon .duke of Lancaster la-wefully begotten: So that I thought sure my mother being eldest, doughter to duke Edmonde, that I was nexte heyre to kynge Henry the sixte of the house of Lancaster. This title pleased well suche as I made priuye of my counsaill, but much more it encorraged my foulishe desyer, and eleuated my ambicious entente, in so muche that clerely Judged, and in myne awne'mynd was determynatly resolued.. y I was in? dubitate heyre, of the house of Lancaster, and there vpon concluded, to make my fyrst foundacion, and erecte my nevve buyldinge. But whyther God so ordeyned, or by fortune it so chaunced, while I was in a mase, other to conclude sodaynlie on this title, and to sett it open a mongeste the common people, or to kepe it secrete a while, se the chaunce: as I rode betwene worceter and brigenorthe, I encountered with the ladye Margariete, COURtesse of llichemonde, nowe wyfe to the lorde Stanley, whiche is the very daughter and sole heyre, to lorde Ihon duke of Somersett my grandfathers elder brother. Whiche was as cleane out of my mynde as though I had neuer sene her, so that she and her sonne the Earle of Richemonde be bothe bulwarcke and portecolice betwene me, and.the gate, to entre into the maiestie royal 1 and geltynge of the crowne. And when we had commoned a litle eoncernyng her sonne, as I shall shewe you after, and were departed she to oure ladie of worceter, and I to ward e Shrewsberie: I then newechaunged and in maner amased, began to dispute with my selfe, litle considerynge that thus my earnest title was turned euen to a tittyl not so good as, eat amen. Eftsones I imagened whyther I were beste to take vpon me, by the eleccion of the nobilite and comrnonaltie, whiche me thoughte easy to be done the vsurpor kynge thus beynge in hatred and abhorred of this hole realme, or to take it by power, which stande th in fortunes chaunce and difficile to be acheued and broughte to passe. Thus romblynge and tossynge, in the waues of ambiguitie, betwene the stone and sacrafice, I considered fyrste the office, deutie and payne of a kyng, which surely thinke that no mortal man can iustely, and truely obserue, excepte he be called elected and specially appoyncted by God as kynge Dauid and diuers other haue been. But farther I remembred thatyf I once toke on me the scepter, and the gouernaunce of the realme: That of two extreme enemies I was dayly sure, but of one trusty frend (which nowe a daies begone a pilgrymage) I was nether assuered nor credible asserteyned (suche is the.worldes mutacion) for I manifestely perceiued that the daughters of kynge Edwards and there alies, and frendcs, whiche be no. small nomber, beynge bothe, for his sake muche beloued, and also for the great inurie and manifeste tyrannye done to thei», by the newe vsurper, muche lamented, and pitied, woulde neuer cease to barcke yf they cannot byte at the o.ne syde of me. Semblable my cousyne therle of Rychemonde, his aydes and kynsfolke, whiche be not of lyttell power, wyll surelye attempte lyke a fierce grandhounde, other to byte or to perce me on the other syde. So that my lyfe and rule, should euer hange by a heare, neuer in
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 389 in qufete, but euer in doubte of deathe or deposicion. And yf the said. ii. linages of Yorke and Lancaster, which so longe haue stryued for the imperiall Diademe should ioyne in one against me, then were I suerly mated and the game gotten. Wherefore I haue clerely determined, and with my selfe cocluded, vtterly to reliuquishe all suche fantasticall imaginacions concernynge the obteynynge of the croune. But all such plagues, calamitiesand troubles (which I feared and suspected) myght haue chanced on me yf I had taken the rule & regimente of this realme, I shall with a reredemayne so make them rebounde to our cornen enemye that calleth hym selfe kynge, that the beste stopper that he hath at tenyce shall not wel*. stoppe without a faulte : for as 1 tolde you before, the countesse of Richemonde in my returne from the nevve named kyng raetyng me in the high way, praied me fyrste for kinred sake, secondarily for the loue that 1 bare to my gradfather duke Humfrey, whiche was sworne brother to her father, to moue the kynge to be good to her sonne Henry erle of Richemdd, and to licence him with his fauor to returne again into England : and yf it were his pleasure so to do, she promised that the erle her sonne should mary one of kyng Edwardes daughters at the appoinctement of the kyng, without any thing to be taken or demaunded for the saide espousals, but onely the kynges fauour, wbiche request I sone ouer passed and gaue her fayre wordes & so departed. But after in my lodgyng, when I called to memorie with a deliberate studie & dyd circumspectely ponder them, I fully ad* iudged y the holy ghost caused her to moue a tliynge (the ende wherof she coulde not consider) bothe for the securitie of the realme as also for the prefermente of her childe and the destruccion and h'nall confusion of the common enemye kyng Richarde. Whiche thing she neither then thought I am sure as I by her wordes .coulde make conjecture, nor I my selfe cast not her desyer to be- so profitable to the realme as I, now do perceiue, but suche a lord is God, that with a litle sparcle he kyndelith a great fyer, & so fynally to declare to you the very conclusion to thewhich I am both bent and sette, my my ode is and my power and purse shall helpe, that y erle of Richemond very heyre ef the house of Lancaster (in the querell of the which linage, both my father and grand father lost ther lyues in battayle) shall take to wife lady Elizabeth eldest daughter to kyng Edward by the whiche manage bothe the houses of Yorke and Lancaster maye be obteyned and vnite in one, to the clere stablyshement of the title to the crowne of this nobte realme. To which conclusion if the mothers of bothe parties and especially the erle hym selfe, and the ladye wyll agre, I double not but the braggynge bore, which with his tuskes raiseth euery mans skyn, shall not oncly. be brought to confusion as. he hath deserued but that this empire shall euer be certaine ot* . an vndubitate heyre, and then shall all ciuile and intestyne war cease, whiche so longe hath continued to the paring of many mes crownes, and this realme shalbe reduced .agayne to quietnes renoune and glorie. This inuencion of the duke many men thought after, that it was more imagened for the inward hatred that he bare to kynge Rycharde, then for any fauor that he bare to the erle of Rychemond. But of such doubtfull matter, it is not best to iudge for erryng to farre from the mynde and entent of the auctor : But whatsoeuer he entencled this deuice once opened to kyng Rychard was the very occasion, y he was rounded shorter by the whole head, without attaynder oriudgement. When the duke had sayd, the bishop, which fauored euer the bouse of Lancaster, was wonderous ioyfull, and muche reioysed to here this deuiee, for nowe came the wynde about euen as he would haue it, for all hys imaginacio teded to this effect to haue kyng Richard subdued, & to haue y lynes of king Edward, & kyng Hery y\ vi. again raysed and auaunsed. But lord how he reioysed to thynke how y by this manage the linages of Yorke & Lancaster should be conioyned in one, to the very stedfastnes of the publique wealthe of this realme. And lest the dukes courage should swage, or hys mynd should agayne alter, as it did ofte before, as you may easely perceiue by his awne tale. He thought to set vp all the sayles that he had, to the entent that y ship of hys pretensed purpose myghte come shortly to some suer port; And sayd to the duke, my lord, sigh by Gods hygh prouision and youre incoparable wysedome 1 and pollicie, this noble conjunction is fyrste moued, nowe is it conueniente, ye and necesi 1 Mine
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    390 THE. II. YERE OF sarie to consider, what personages and what frcndes we shall fyrste make preuie of this liicrhe deuice and polliticke conclusion. By my truthe quod the duke we wyli hegyne with my ladye of Rychemonde therles mother whiche knowethe where lie is, either in .captiuitie or at la'iye in Brytaine. For I harde saie that y duke of Brytaine restored him to libertie immediately after the death of kyng Edward, by whose meancs he was restrayued. Syth vow wyl begyn that way (said y'byshap) I haue an old frend with y cou^ntesse, a ma sobre, secrete, & well wy tied "called Reignold Bray whose prudet pollicie I haue knowe to haue copassed thlges of great importance, for whom I shall secretly send yf.it be your pleasure, •& I doubt not he.wyll gladly come, & y with a good wy!!. So with a lyttel diligence, the byshop wrote a letter to Reign old, Bray requyryuge hym to come to Brecknocke with spede for great and vrgente causes touchynge his mairtresse: & no other thing was declared in the letter. So the messenger rode into Lancashire where Bray was with the coiitesse & lord Thomas Stanley her Imsbad, & deliuered the letter, which when he had red, he tuke it as a si^ne or presage of some good fortune to come, & so \vith y messenger he came to the Cas'tel of Brecknock, where y duke and the byshop declared what thing was deuised both for to set y realme in a quiet stedefastnes, as also for y high preferment of y earle of Uichemoiid sonne to his lady & tnaistresse : Willyng her fyrst to co passe how to obteyne y good will of quene Elizabeth, & also of her eldest daugluer bearing y same name: & after secretli to send to her sonne into Brita.ine to declare what high honour was prepared for hym if he would sweare to mary y lady Elizabeth assoneas he was kyng & in royal possesion of the real me. Reignold Bray w a glad hart for gettyng nothing geuen to hym in charge in great hast and with good sped retourned to the countesse his lady and mastresse. VV'he Bray was departed & this great doubtful! vessell once sett a broche. the bishop thrustyng for nothing more then for lybertie: whe he sawe the duke pleasaunt and well myndtd, toward hym he told the duke that yf he were in his yle of Elye he could make many frendes to ferther their enterpryse, and yf he were there and had but. iiii. daies warning he lytteil regarded the malice of king Richard, his country was so strong. The duke knew well all this to be trew, but yet lothe he was that the byshop should departe, for he knew well that as long as the bishop, was with him, Le was sure of politique aduise, sage couvisayl, and circumspect proceding. And so he gaue the byshop fay re wordes, saiyr.g that he should shortely departe and that well .accompaigned for fearc of enemyes. The byshop beiyng as \vyttye as >the duke was wylie, dyd not tarie tyll y dukes compaignie were assembled, but secretlie disguysed in a nyghte departed (to the dukes great displeasure) and came to his see, of Ely, where he found monye and frendes and so sailed into i'ku inters, where lie 
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 391 declared that the tyme was come that her sonne shoulde be ioyned in mariage with lady Elizabeth daughter & heyre to king Edward, and that king Richard being take & reputed of all men for the comon enemye of the realme, shoulde out of all honour and estate be delected, and of his rule and kyngedome be clerely spoyled & expulsed: and required him to goo to queue Elizabeth (with home in his facultie he was of counsaill) not as a messenger, but as one that came frendelie to visite and consolate her, and as tyme and place should require to make her preuie of this deuise, not as a thlg cocluded, but as a purpose by him imagened. This phisician did not long lynger to accomplish her desyre, hut with good diligens repaired to the quene beinge stil in the sanctuary at Westminster. And when he saw tyme propice £ conuenient for his purpose, he saide vnto her, Madame, although my imaginacion be verie simple and my deuyce more folishe, yet for the entier affection that I beare toward you and your childre, I am so bold to vttre vnto you. a secrete & preuie coceite that I haue cast & compassed in my fantasticall brayne. ''When I well remembre and no lesse considre the greate losse and damage that you haue susteyned by the death of your noble and louyng husband, and the great dolour and sorowe that you haue suftred and tollerated by the cruell murther of your innocent children: I can no lesse do both of boundeu deutie and Christian charite, then daily to studie and hourely ymagen notonely howe to bryng your harteto comforte and gladnes, but also deuyse howe to reuenge y righteous quarel of you' and your children on that bloudy bloodsupper and cruell tyrannic kyng Richarde. And firste considre, what battaile, what manslaughter, what mischiefe hath risen in this realme by the dissencion betwene the. ii. noble houses of Yorke and Lancaster, which, ii. families (as I haue contryued) if they may be ioyned in one, I thinke, ye & doubt not but your line shal beagain restored to the pristinate estate and degree to your great ioye and comfort, and to the vttre confusion of your mortall cneinic the vsurper kynge. You know very well madame, that of the house of Lancaster, the erle of Richemond is next of blood, which is lyuynge and a lusty young batcheler, and to the house of Yorke your daughters nowe are heires: if you coulde agree & inuent the meane how to couple your eldest daughter with the young erle of Ricuemod in matrimony, no doubt but the vsurper of the realme should be shortly deposed, and your heireagaine to her right restored. When the quene had heard this frendly mocion (which was as far from her thought as the man that the rude people say is in the rnoone) lorde howe her spirits reuyued, and how her hearte lept in her body'for ioye and gladnes. And firste geuynge lawde to almigbtie God as the chiefe uucthove of her comfort, secondarely tomaister Lewes as the deuiser of the good newes and tydinges,instantely besought him that as he had bene the first inueter of so good an enterprise, that novT lie would not relinquishe nor desiste to folowe the same : requirynge him farther (because he wasapperteynynge to the countesse of Richemonde mother to the crlo Henry) that he would with all diligente celerite resorte to her then lodgyng in her hnsbandes place within the cyte of London, and to declare on the Queues behalfc to- the countesse, that all the frendes and fantoures of kyng Edward her husbande, should assiste and take parte with the earle of Richemonde her sonne, so that he would take a corporall othc after the kyngedorne obteyned to espouse and take to wife the ladye Elizabeth her daughter, or els lady Cecile,, yf theldest daughter were not then lyuynge. Master Lewes with all dexteritee so sped his bnsynes that he made and concluded a finall, ende and deterrninacion of this entreprise betwene the. ii. mothers, and because he was a phisician and oute of al suspicion and mysdemynge, he was the common ct^rrer and daylye messenger betwene theim, aidynge and setting forth the inuented conspiracye againsle kynge Richard. So the ladye Margarete countesse of Richemonde brought into a good hope of the preferment of her sonne made Reygnolde Braie her moost faithefull seruaunte chiefe solicitcr and preuie procurer of this conspiracie, geuynge him in charge secretly to enuegle and attracte suche personnes of nobilite to ioyne with her and take her parte as he knew to be ingenious, faythefnll, diligent and of actiuitie. This Reygnolde Breie within, fewe dales broughte vnto his lure (firste of all taking of euery person a solempne oths �
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    392 THE. II. YERE OF othe to be true and secrete) sir Gyles Daubenei, sir Ihon Cheiney knight, Richard Guylforde and Thomas llatne esquyers and diuerse other. The countesse of Richemonde was not so diligent for her parte, but Quene Elizabeth was as yigilaunte on the other syde and made frendes and appoyncted councelers to set forwarde and auaunce her busynes. In the nieaue ceason the countesse of Richemond toke into her seruice Christopher Vrswike an honest and a wise priest', and after an othe of hym for to be secret taken and sworne she vttred to him all her mynde & councell, adhibityngto him the more confidence and truth that he al his life had fauoured and taken part with kyng Henry the. vi. and as a special iuell put to her seruice by sir Lewes her physician. So thejnother studious for y prosperitie of her sonne appointed this Christopher Vrswike to saile into Britayne to the erle of Richemond and to declare and to detnonster to him all pactes & agrementes betwene her and the quene agreed & concluded : But sodainly she remebryng that the duke of Buckyngha was one of the first inut-ters and a secrete founder ef this entreprise, determined to sende some personage of more estimacio then her chapelain, and so elected for a messenger Hugh Conwey esquier and sent hym into Britayne with a great some of money to her sonne, geuing him in charge to declare to y erle the great loue & especiall fauour y the most parre of the nobilite of the realme bare toward him, the louyng hartes & beneuolent myndes which the whole comminalti.e of their awne frewill frankely offred and liberally exhibited to him willing & aduisynge him not to neglect so good an occasion apparantly offred, but with al spede & diligence to addicte & settle his'mynde and full entencion how to retourne home againe into England u here'" he was both wished & looked for, geuynge him farther monicion &councellto take land Si arriuall in y principalite of Wales, wherehe should notdoubt tofyndebothe aide, comforte and fredes. Richard Guylford least Hugh Conwey might fortune lo be take or stopped at plimmoth, where he intedcd to take his nauigacion, sent out of kent Thomas Rame with the same instruccios: & both made such diligence and had suche wynde and wether, y one by land from Caleys, and the other by water from plimmoth, that within lesse then an houre bo the arriucd in the duke of Britaynes courte and spake with the erle of Richemond, which from the death of kyng Edward went at his pleasure and libertie, and to him counted and manifested the cause and effecte of their message and ambassade. When the earle had receaued this ioyefull message, whiche was the more pleasaunte because yt was vnloked for, he rendred to lesu his sauiour his mooste humble and hearty thankes, beynge in ferme credence and beleue that such thynges as he with busy mynde and laborious entente had wished and desyred, coulcle neuer haue taken any effect withoute the helpe and prefermente of almighty God. And now beynge put in comfort of his long longynge he dyd communicate and breake to the duke of Britayne all his secretes and preuy messages whiche were to hym declared, aduertisynge hym that he was entred into a sure and a stedfaste hope to obteyne and get the crowne and kyngedome of the realme of England desyrynge him bothe of his good will and frendcly helpe toward the acheuynge of his offred enterprise, promising hym when he came to his extended purpose, to rendre to hym agayne equall kyndenes and condigne gratulacion, Althougli the duke before that daie by Thomas Hutton ambassador from king Richard had both by money & praiers bene sojicite & moued to put agayne into safe custody the erle of Richemonde, he neuerthelesse prouaysed faithfully to ayde him and his promes he .tr.uely performed. , f THE. III. YERE. WHerupon the erle w all diligence sent into England agayn Hugh Conwey and Thomas Rame, whiche shoulde declare his commynge shortely into Englande, to thentent" that all thinges whiche by councell might be for his purpose prouided shoulde be accelerate and hasted, aoid that all thynges doubtfull shoulde of his frendes be prudently forseen, in aduoydyng alengins and

  

  
    Page 402
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.01% accurate
    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 393 and snares which kyng Richard had or might haue set in disturbance of his purpose, and he in the • meane ceason would make his abode still in Britayne, till al thinges necessary for his iorney were prepared and brought in aredynes. In the meane ceason the cheuetaynes of the coniuracion in Englande began together many entreprises : Some in conueniente fortresses put strong garrisons: Some kept armed men preuely, to thentente when they should haue knovvlege of the erles landing, they would begynneto stirre vp the warre: Other dyd secretelymoue& sollicite the people to rise and make an insurrecion : Other (emongeste whome Ihon Morton bishop of Ely then beynge in Flaunders was chefe) by preuie letters and cloked messengers, did sturre and inuite to this newe coniuracion, al such which they certeynely knew to haue a roted hatred or to beare a cankard malice toward king Richard & his procedynges. Although this greate entreprice were neuer so preuely handeled and so secretely emongeste so circumspecte persones treated, compassed and conueyghed, yet knowlege thereof came to the eares of king Richard, whiche with the sodayne chaunce was not a lyttel moued and astonned. Fyrste because he had no host ready prepared and conscribed. Secondarely yf he shoulde reyse an army so sodaynely, he knewe not where to occurre and mete his enemies or whether to go or where to tarie. Wherefore he determined to dissimule the matter as though he knewe nothynge till he had assembled his host, and in the meane ceason either by the rumour of the common people or by the diligence of his exploratours and espialles to inuestigate and search out all the councelles, determinacions ententes and compasses of his close aduersaries, or elles by craftie pollecie to intercepte and take some person of the same coniuracion, considerynge that there is no more secrete nor hyd espyall then that whiche lurketh in dissimulacionof knowlege and intelligence, or is hidden in the name and shadowe of counterfeicte humanite and feined kyndenes. And because he knewe the duke of Buckyngham to be the chiefe bed and aydeof the coniuracion, he thoughte yt moost necessary to plucke hym from that parte either by fayre promyses or open warre. Whereupon he addressed his louynge letters to the duke, as full of mellifluous woordes, humanite and familiarite as the interior cogitacion and preuy meanynge was full of malice, rancor and poyson: gcuynge farther in charge to the messenger that caryed the letter to promes to the duke on his behalfe golden hilles and syluer ryuers, and with all gentle and pleasaunte meanes to persuade and eihorte the duke to corne to the courte. But the duke as wylie as the kynge mystrustyng the fayre flatteryng woordes and the gaye promyses to him so sodaynly without any cause offered, knowynge the craftie castes of kynge Richardes bowe, whiche in diuerse affayres before tyme he had sene practised requyred the king to perdon him, excusynge him selfe that he was so diseased in his stomacke that skante he coulde take either refeccion or rest. Kynge Richarde not beynge contente with this excuse woulde in no wise admytte the same, but incontinente directed to the duke other letters of a more rougher and hawter sort, not •without minatorie termes and checkynge woordes, commaundynge hym all excuses set aperte to repaire without any delaie to his royall presence. The duke made to the messenger adetermynate aunswere that he would not come to his mortall enemy, whome he neither loned nor fauoured: and ymmediately prepared open warre agaynste hym, and perswaded all his complices and partakers that euery man shoulde in his quarter with all diligence reyse vp the people and make a commocion. And by this meanes almooste in one momente Thomas Marques Dorcet came out of sanctuarye where he sith the begynnynge of Richardes daies had contynued, whose life by the onely helpe of sir Thomas Louell esquyer was preserued from all daungier and perell in this troubleous worlde, gathered together a greate bande of men in Yorkeshire. Sir Edwarde Courtney and Peter his brother bishop of Exsettcr, reised another army in deuonshire and cornewall. In kente, Richarde Guylfordc and other gentlemen, collected a great companye of souldyoures and openly beganne warre. But king Richard which in the raeane tyme had gotten together a great strengthe and puissaunce, thinkyng yt not moost for his parte beneficiall to disparse and deuyde his greate armye into small branches, and particulerely to persecute any one of the coniuracion by hym selfe, de3 E termiacd

  

  
    Page 403
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.34% accurate
    THE. IIJ. YERE OF termincd all other bevnge set asyde, with hys whole puyssaunce to set on the chiefe bed whiche was the duke of Buckvngham. And so remouynge from London, he tooke his iourney towarde Salsbune, to thentente that in his iourney he mighte set on the dukes army yf he myeiite knowe hym in any place encamped or in ordre of Battayle araied. I he king was scace ii dales iourney from Salsbune when the duke of Buckyngham accompanyed with a Create power of wilde Weleshmen, whome he beynge a manof that courage and sharpe speche in maner agaynste their willes had rather therto enforced and compelled by lordely aadstreite commaundemente then by liberall wayges and gentle reteynoure, whiche things was the verie occasion why they lefte hym desolate and cowardely tbrsoke hym. The duke with all his power mershed through the forest of deane entendyng to haue passed the riuer of Seuerne at Gloucester, and therto bane ioyned in army with the courtneys and other Westernmen ot his confederacy and aflinite, which if he bad done no doubt but kyng Richard had bene in Create ieopardie either of priuacion of his realme or losse of his life or both. But s& the chaiice, before he could attayne to Seuerne side, by force of continuall rayne and moysture, the ryu'er rose so high that yt ouerflowed all the coumrey adioynyng, insomuch that men* were drowned in their beddes, bowses with the extreme violence were ouerturned-, childre were caried aboute the feldes, swimming in cradelles, beastes weredrownedon hilles, whiche rage of water lasted continually, x. dayes, insomuch that in the countrey adioynyng they caTl yt to this daie, the greate water, or the duke of Buckynghatns greate water; By this inundaciou the passages were so closed that neither the duke could come ouer Seuerne to his complices, nor they to hym, duryng the whiche tyme, the Welshemen lyngerynge ydely and without money, vitayle, or wages sodaynely scaled and departed : and for all the dukes fayre promyses, manaces and enforcementes, they woulde in no wise neither goo fartlier nor abide. The duke thus abandoned and left almost post alone was of necessite copelled to flye, and in his flight was with this sodeyne of fortune meruelousely dismayed : and. beinge vnpurueyed, •what councell he shoulde take and what waie he shoulde folowe, like a man in dispeire not knowynge what to do, of verie truste and confidence conueyghed him selfe into the house of Homfrey Banaster his seruaunt beside Shrewsburie^ whome he had tendrely broughte vp, & whome he aboue all men loued, fauoured and trusted, nowe not doughtynge but that in; hys extreme necessitie, he shoulde fynde hym faythefuU,. secrete and trusty, entendynge there couertely to lurke till either he mighte reise agayne a newe arraye, or elles shortely to saile into Britayne to the Earle of Richemond. But when yt wasknowen to his adherentes whiche were wadye to geue Battayle, that his hoste was scaled and had lefte hym almoost alone, and was fled and could not be founde, they were sodaynely amased and striken with a soden feare, thateuery man like persones desperate shifted for hym selfe and fled, some wente to sanctuarye and to solitarie places, some fled by see, whereof the mooste parte within a fewe dayes after arryued sauely in the duchye of Britayne. Emonge whiche nombre were these persones, Peter Courtney bishoppe of Excettre and sir Edmonde Courtney his brother, by kynge Henrye the. vii. after created Earle of Deuonshire, Thomas Marques Dorcet, Ihon lorde "Welles, Sir Ihon Burchier, Sir Edmonde Wooduile a valyaunte man in armes brother to quene Elizabeth, Sir Roberte Willoughby, sir Gyles Dabeney, Sir Thomas Arundell, Sir Ihon Cheyney and his twoo brethren, Sir Wylliam Barkeley, Sir Wylliam Brandon and Thomas his brother, Sir Rycharde Edgcombe, all these for the moost parte beynge knyghtes, and Ihon Hal well, Edwarde Pownynges a pollytike capitayne. At this verie ceason Ihon Morton bishop of Ely and Christopher Vrswike priest and another companye of noble men soiourned in Flaunders, and by letters and messengers procured manye Ennemyes agavnste kynge Richard, whiche vsynge a vigilaunteiye and a quyckeremembraunce, beynge newely come to Salsburye, hauyng perfight notice and knowlege howe the duke was fled, and howe his complices entended to passe oute of the realme. Fyrste he sent men of warre to all the nexte portes and passages to kepe streightely the see coast, so that no person shoulde passe outwarde nor take lande in the realme withoute their assent and knowlege. Secondarely, he made proclamacion, that what person
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. person coulde shewe and reuele where the duke of Buckyngham was, shoulde be highly rewarded, yf he were a bondman he should be enfraunchised and set at libertie, yf he were of fre blood he shoulde haue a generall perdon and be remunerate with a thousand poundes. Farthermore, because he vnderstoode by Thomas Hutton, whiche as you haue heard was newely retourned out of Britayne, that Fraunces duke of Brytayne not onely refused to kepe therle of Richemonde as a prisoner at his contemplacion and for his sake, but also was readie to aide and succoure thesaide Earle with menne money and all thinges necessarye for his transportyng into England. Wherfore he rigged and sent out shippes of warre wel furnished and decked with me and artillary, to skoure and kepe that part of the see that lieth agaynst Britayne, to thentet that yf the erle of Ilichemond woulde auenture to saile toward England either he shoulde be taken captiue or be profligate and dryuen from the coast of Englande. And moreouer, to thentent that euery coste, waye, passage and corner should be diligently watched and kepte, he set at euery dubious and suspected place men of warre, to seke, searche, and enquyre yf any creature coulde tell tydynges of the duke of Buckyngham, or of any of his confederacyon, adherentes, fautoures or partakers. While this Busy searche was diligently applied and put "in execucion, Homfrey Banaster (were it more for feare of losse of lyfe and goodes, or attracted and prouoked by the auaricious desire of the thousand poundes) he .bewrayed his gest and master to Ihon Mitton then shriefe of Shropshire, whyche sodaynely with a stronge power of men in harnes apprehended the duke in a litle groue adioynynge to the mansion of Homfrey Banaster, and in greate hast and euyll spede conueighed him appareled in a pilled blacke cloke to the cytie of Salsburie where kynge Richard then kepte his houshold. Whether this Banaster bewreyed the duke more for fear then couetous many men do doubt: but sure it is, that shortlie after he had betrayed y" duke his master, his sonne and heyre waxed mad and so dyed in a bores stye, his eldest daughter of excellent beautie was sodaynelie stryken with a foule lepcrye, his seconde sonne very meruelously deformed of his limrnes and made decrepite, his younger sonne in a small puddel was strfigled & drouned, & he beyng of extreme age arraigned & foud gyltie of a murther and by his clergye saued. And as for his thousand pound kyng Richard gaue him not one farthing, saiyng that he •which would be vntrew to so good a master would be false to al other, howbeit some saie $ he had a smal office or a ferine to stoppe hismouthe with al. The duke beyng by certayne of the kynges councel diligently vpon interrogatories examined what thynges he kncive prejudicial to y kynges person, opened and declared frankely and frely all the eoniuracfon without dissimulynge or glosynge, trustyngc because he had truely & playnly reueled and confessed all thinges that were of hym required, that he should haue lycece to spcke to y kyng which (whether it wer to sue for perdon and grace, or whether he being brought to his presence would haue sticked him with a dagger as men then nidged) he sore desyred and required. But when he had confessed the whole facte and conspiraeye vpon Allsoulen day without arreignemente or iudgcmente he was at Salsburye in the open mcrket place on a ne\ve skaffblde behedded and put to death. This death (as a reward) the duke of Buckyngham receaued at the handesof kyng Richard, wliom he before in his affaires, purposes and enterprises had holde susteyned and set forward aboue all Godes forbode. By thys all men maye easelye perceaue that he not onley loseth bothe his labour, traueylc and Industrie, and ferther steynethe and spoteth his ligne with a perpetuall ignomony and reproche, whiche in euyll and mishiefe assisteth and aydeth an euyll disposed person, considerynge for the mooste parte that he for his frendely fauoure ehoulde rcceaue sonic greate displeasure or infortunate chaunce. Beside that God of his iustice in conclusion appoyncteth to him a comligne peyne and affliction for his merites and desertes. Wliile theso thynges were thus hadelecl and ordred in England, Henry Earle of Riehemond prepared an army of fyue thousande manly Brytons, and fortie well fumy-shed shippes. When alj thinges were prepared in aredynes and the daye of departynge and settynge forwarde was appoyirted, whiche was the. xii. daye of the moneth of October in the yere of the inciuuaciou .3 E 2 , ' of
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    39<5 THE. IIJ. YERE OF of cure redemer. M. CCCC. xlviii. and in the secondeyere of kynge Richardcs reigne, the whole annye wente on shipboerde and halsed vp their sailes, and with a prosperous wynde tooke the sea: but towarde night the wynde chaunged and the wether tourned, and so houge and terrible a tempest sodaynely roase, that with the verie power and strength of the storme, the shippes were disparcled, seuered and separate a sondre : some by force were dryuen into Normandye, some were compelled to retourne agayne into Britayne. The shrppe wherein the Earle of Rychemonde was, associate onely with one other barcke was all nyghtc tossed and turmoyled. In the mornynge after when the rage of the furious tempest was assuaged, and the Ire of the blusterynge wynde was some deale appeased, aboute the houre of none thesame daye, the erle approched to the southe parte of the realme of England euen at the mouthe of the bauen of pole in the countie of dorcet, where he mighte playnely perceaue all the se bankes and shores garnished and furnished with men of warre and souldioners appoynted and deputed there to defende his arryuall and landynge as before is mencioned. Wherefore he gaue streyghte charge and sore commaundemente, that no person should once presume to take land and goo to the shore, vntillsuche tyme as the whole nauye were assembled and congregate. And while he expected and lyngered tariyenge for that purpose, he sente oute a shippe bote towarde the lande side to knowe, vvhyther they whiche stoode there in suche a nombre and so well furnysshed in apparell defensiue were hys capitalL foes and enemyes or elles liis frendes fau to tires and comforters. They that were sente in exploracion and- message were instantely desyred of the men of warre kepynge the coast (whiche thereof were before instructed and admonished) to dissende and take lande,, affirmynge that they were appoyncted by the duke of Buckyngham there to awayte and tarie for the arryuall and landyng of the erle of Richernond, and to conduicte sauely to the campe where the duke not far of laye encaped with a populous army and an host of great strength and vigor, to thententthat the duke and the erle ioynynge in puyssaunces and forces together, mighte prosecute and chace king Richard beyng destitute of men, and in nianer desperate and fugityue, and so by that meanes and their awne laboures and Industrie to obteine the ende of their enterprise which they had before begonne. The erle of Richemonde suspectynge their flaterynge requeste to be hut a fraud (as yt was in dede) after that he perceaued none of his shippes to apere in sight, he weied vp his ancors and halsed vp hissayles hauynge a prosperous and strenable wynde and a freshe gale sente euen by God to delyuer him from that perell and ieopardie, arryued safe and in securitie in the duchy of Normandy, where he to refreshe and solace his souldyours and people, tooke his recreacion by the space of. iii. dayes, and clerely determyned with parte of his companye to passe all by lande agayne into Britayne. And in the meane ceason he sent oratoures to the i'renche kynge called Charles the. viii. vyhiche newely succeded his father kynge Lewes the. xi. not longe before departed to God, requirynge hym of a safe conduicte and licence to passe through his countrey of Normandye into Britayne. The younge kynge -hauynge compassion of the misfortune and vnfortunate chaunce of the erle of Richemonde, not onely gently graunted and assigned to him a pasporte, but also liberally disbursed and departed to hym a conueniente some of money for his conduicte and expenses necessary in hys long iourney and passage. But the erle trusting on the Frenche kynges humanitee auentured to send his shippes home into Britayne, and to set forwarde hym selfe by lande on his iourney makynge no greate hast till his messengers were retourned, whiche beynge with the benefite so comforted, and with hope of prosperous successe so encouraged, mershed towarde Britayne with all diligent celerite entendyng there toconsulte farther with his louers and fredes of his affaires and enterprises. When he was retorned agayn into Britayne he was certified by credible infonnacio that the duke of Buckyngham had lost his hed and that the Marques dorcet and a great nombre of noble men of England had a lytle before enquyred and searched for him there, & were nowe retourned to Vanes. When he had heard these newes thus reported, he first so rowed, & dolorously lamented the firsle attempt and settyng forwarde of his frendes, and in especiall of the nobilyte not to haue more fortunatly
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. ^ tunatly succedcd. Secondarely, he reioyagd on the other part that God had sent hym so many valiauate and prudent captaines to be his compaiguions in his tuertiall enterprisey, trustynge surely and nothingedoubtynge in his awne opinion, but that all his busynes should be wisely compassed and brought to a good coclusion. Wherfore he determining with al diligece to accelerate & set forward his new begonne busynes departed to Renes & sent certayne of his preuie seruitours to conducte and bryngy Marques and the other noble men to hia presence. When they knewe that he was sauely retorned into Britayne, lord how they reioysed and applauded, for before that time they missed him and knew not in whar parte of the world to make inuestigacion or searche for hym. For they doubted and no lesse feared least he had taken land in Englad, and fallen in the handes of kynge Richard, in whose person they knewe well was neither mercy nor compassion. Wherefore in-all spedy maner they galloped toward him, and him reuerentely saluted, which metynge after great ioye and solace and no small thankesand gratifications geuen and rendred on bothe partes, they consulted and aduisedely debated and commoned of their great busines and weighty entreprise, in the whiche ceason the solempne feaste of the natiuite of our sauiour Christ happened, on whiche daie al thenglishe lordes went with great sulempnyte to the chiefe churche of the citee, and there cache gaue faythe and promyse to other. The erle hym selfe fyrste tooke a corporall othe, and on his honour promysynge that incontynente after he should be possessed of the crowne and dignytie of the realme of Englande, he woulde be conioyned in matrymonye with the lady Elizabeth daughter to kynge Edwarde the fourthe. Then all the coinpanye sware to hym fealtie, and did to hym homage as though he had-bene that tyme the crowned kynge and anoynted prince, promisynge faythefuliy and fermely assurynge that they woulde not onely lese their worldely substaunce, but also be priuated of their lyues & worldly felicitee, rather then to suffre kynge Rycharde, that tyraunt lenger to rule and reigne ouer theim. Whiche solempne othes made and taken, the Earle of Rychemonde declared and communicated all these doynges to Fraunces duke of Britayne, desirynge and mooste hartely requyrynge hym to ay de hym with a greater annye to conduicte hym into his countreye, whiche so sore longed and loked for his retourne, and to the whiche he was by the more parte of the nobilite and comminaltie called and desvred whiche fwith Goddes ayde and the dukes comfort) he doubted not in shorte tyme to obteyne, requiryn^e hym farther to prest to hym a conueniente some of money, affinnynge that all such somes of' money which he had receaued of hys especiall frendes, were, spent and exhausted in the preparacionofthe laste Journey made towarde Englande, whyche somes of money after his enterprise once acheued, he in the word of a prynce faythefuliy promysed to repaye and restore agayne. The duke promised him ayde and helpe, vpon confidence whereof he rigged his shippes, and set foorth his nauie well decked with ordynaunce, and warlykely furnystfed with al things necessary, to thentente to saile forwarde shortely, and to se no couuenient tyme slackely ouerpassed nor be pretermitted. In the ineane ceason, kynge Richarde apprehended in dyuerse partcs of the realme certeyne gentylmen of the earle of Rychemondes faccion and confederation, which either entended to saile into Britayne towarde hym, or els at his landynge to assiste and ayde hym. Emongeste whotne, sir George Browne, sir Roger ClyrTorde and. iiii. other were put to execution at London, and sir Thomas Sentliger which had maried the duches of Exceter the kyngs awne suster, and Thomas Rame and diuerse other were executed at exceter. Beside these persones, diuerse of his houshold seruauntes whome either he suspected or doubted, were by great crueltie put to shamefull death. After this he called a parliamente in the which he attaynted the erle of Richemond & all other persones whiche were fled out of the realme for fear or .any other cause, as enemies to him and to their natural! countrey, and all their landes, goodes and possessions were confiscate and seased to f kynges vse. And yet not content with this pray which no double was of no small valour and moment, he laied on the peoples neckes a great taxe and tallage, and surely necessite to that acte in maner him 1
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    .-;. THE. IIJ. YERE OF him compelled. For what with purgyng and declaryng his innocencie concernyng the murther of his nephewes toward the world, and what with cost to obtayne y loue and fauoure of the comminaltie (whiche outwardely glosed and openly dissimuled with him) he gaue prodigally so many and so great rewardes that now both he lacked and skace wist honestely how to borowe. In this troubleousceason, nothingewas more merueled at then that the lord Stanley had not bene taken and reputed as an enemy to the king, considerynge the workynge of the ladye Margarete his wife mother to the earle of Ilichemonde, but forasmuch as the enterprise of a woman was of hym reputed of ne regarde or estimacion, and that the lord Thomas her husbande had purged hym selfe sirfficientely to be innocent of all dooynges and attemptes by her perpetrated and committed, yt was geuen him in charge to kepe her in some secrete place at home, without hauynge enie seruaunte or companye, so that from thence foorthe she shoulde neuer sende letter nor messenger to her sonne nor any of his frendes or confederates, by the whyche the kynge myghte be molested or troubled, or any hurte or prejudice might be attempted againste his realme and comminaltie. Whiche commaundemente was a while put in execution and accomplished according to his dreadfull commaunde.mente. Yet the wilde wormeof vengaunce wauerynge in his hed could not be contented with the death of diuerse gentlemen suspected of treason, but also he muste extende his bloudy :furye agaynste a poore gentleman called Collyngborne for makings small ryme of thre of his vnfortunate councelers, which wer the lord louell, sir llicharde Radclyffe his myscheuous mynion, and sir Wylliam Catesby his secrete seducer, whiche metre was. The Rat, the Cattc and Louell our dogge Rule all Englande vnder the hogge. Meanynge by the -hogge, the dreadfull wilde bore whiche was the kynges cognisaunce, but because tthe fyrste lyne ended in dogge, the metrician coulde not obseruynge the regirnentes of metre .ende the seconde verse in Bore, but called the bore an hogge. This poetical! schoolemayster corrector of breues and longes, caused Collyngborne to be abbreuiate shorter by the hed, and too bee deuyded into foure quarters. Kyng Richarde beynge thus turmented and tossed in his awae concepte and imaginacion, .called to his remembraunee thatconsideraeions amities, and other honeste bondes and pactes, made, concluded and appointed betwene princes and pollitique gouernours are the cause efficiet and especiall introduction that .their realmes and countries are fortified and rminited with a doable power, .that is to say, with their awne strength and the ayde of their frendes, deuysed \vith him self to practise a league and amitie with the kynge of Scottes, which not long before had made diuerse incursions and roodes into the realme of England, where although he gatte 1-yttel, yet surely he lost not much, and thereupo sued to haue a treuce or peace concluded, whiche came euen as 'king Richard had wished it. Wherefore commissioners were assigned Cor bothe partes to mete at Notbyngham the. vii. daye next ensuynge .at vhyche tyme came thcther for the kynge of England Ihon bishop of Lyncolne chaunceller of Englande, Richard bishop of saincte Asse, Ihon duke of Norflfolke, Hcnrye erle of Northumberlande, Thomas lorde Stanley, George Stanley lord straunge, Ihon Gray lord Powes, Richard lord Fytzhughe, Ihon Gunthorpe keper of the kynges preuie scale, Thomas Barowe master of the rolles, sir Tliomas Bryane chiefe Justice of the common place, sir •Richard Ratclyfle k-nyght, William Catesbey and Richard Salkeld esquiers. And for the kynge of Scottes were deputed Colyn erle of Ergile lord Camplell & lord chaunceller of Scotlande, \Villiam bishop of Aberdene, Robert lorde Lyle, Laurence lorde Olyphant, Ihen Drummond of Stobhall, Archibald Qwhitelator archedeacon of Lawdene and secretorie to kynge lames, Lyon kynge of Armes and Duncane dundas. These councellers dyuerse tyrnes mette, and after longe debatynge, demaundynge, and denyenge, in the ende of September they fully concluded, and made a determinacion the effect whereof foloweth in articles. :j( Firste it was appoynted and concluded that a perfight amitie and an inuiolable peace should .be had and iefxte betwene the realmes of Ewglande and Scotlande for ihe space of JH.
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 399 Hi. yeres, to begynne at the sonne risyng the. xxix. daie of September in the yere of our lord. M. cccc. Ixxxiiii. and to endure to the settynge of the sonne the. xxix. daye' of September in the yere of christcs incarnation. INI. cccc. Ixxxvii. Item that duryng the said yeres, none of both the princes, nor their ministers shall ii. make warre or inuade y reulme or dominion of theother by sea or by land, or vexe, perturbe, or molest the subiectes or vassalles of either of theim, nor shall geue councell, excite, or moue any other persone to make warre or inuasion on the territories of any of the said princes. Item that the toune and castell of Berwike with all such boundes as thereto were belong- jii. ynge, which were in the Englishe mennes handes at the deliueraunce of thesame toune by king Henry the. vi. to the king of Scottes, shall so peaceably remayne in the possession of the kyng of England during thesaide truce. Item that all other castelles, lioldes and fortresses, shall peaceably remain in the handes iiii. of f possessor and owner without chalenge or demannde dnrynge thesaide truce, the castell of dumbarre onely- excepte, (whiche was delyuered into thenglishe mennes handes by the appoyntement of the duke of Albany when he fled into Fraunce.) Item yf the kyngeof Scottes do intimate and declare to the kynge of England, within the v. space of. xl. daies next ensuyng £ date herof, tliat he will not suft're thesayde castell of Dumbarre to be possessed of thenglishe nacion aboue the terme of. vi. monethes, that then during thesaid vi. monethes, neither thenglishmen in the garison of Dumbarre, nor the Scottes dwellyng and inhabityng, aboute the limites of thesame, shall do'any hurte, preiudice or dammage to any of thesaide parties thesayde tertne contynuynge. Item yf after thesayde. vi. monethes any variaunce or warre shall arise betwene thesaide vi. twoo princes, either for the recouerynge or defendynge thesayde castell of Dumbarre, yet thesayde truce league & amitie for all other rightes and possessions, shall stand "in force and be effectuall and that it shalbe leful to cache of thesaid princes to do what they shall thinke necessary, bothe for the obteinyng and defendyng of thesaid castelL of Dumbarre-, any thynge conteyned in the treaty of peace notwithstandynge. Item it is-concluded and'apointed betwene the parties aforsaid, that durynge thesaide viL truce, none of bothe the princes- aforsaide, shall receaue into his realme, territories, or dominions, any treytoure or rebel of theother prynce, nor shall maintayne, fauoure, aide or comforte any rebell or treytour which is already fled, or herafter shall flye into either of thesaid princes dominions, nor there suft're him or theim to' tarye or make their abode. Item yf any suche rebeiror treytoure shall fortune herafter to arryue in the realme or viii.territorie of any of thesayde princes, that then thesayde prince, in whose dominion thesaide treytour or rebel i» so arryued, at £ instance & request of the other prince to whom J offence and cryme was committed, shalbe bound: incontinently to delyuer thesaid rebel or treytour to thesaide demaunder without fraude or male engyne. Item that ah1 Scottyshmen now inhabityng in Englande, & sworne to the kyng of Eng- jr. lande, shall & may there inhabite and 'tarye, so that their names within, xl. daies after the date of this league be certified to the kyng of Seottesj or tO'his-Ghauncelour, by the kyng .of Englad, or the warden of the marches. Item yf duryng thesaide amitie and peace, it shall fortune any of the wardeyns of thesaid x. princes without commaundement, assent or knowlege of his souereigne lord and master, to inuade and reise an armye in the dominion of theother prince, and there to sley, burne or spoile : y then thesaide prince, to whom thesaide wardeyu is or shalbe subiect & vassalle, shal within, vi. daies next after the facte done & perpetrate, declare thesaide wardeyn a treytour and rebell, and therof shal make certificate to the other prince to whom the iniurie was 'com-milled within, xii. daies after thesaide declaration made and denounced. Item that in euery saueconduycte to be graunted;by either of thesaid prynces, this clause x;, to
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    400 THE. IIJ. YERE OF to be added: Pronided ahvaies that the obteyner of this saueconduyte be no trey tour nor rebell to his prince. xii. Item yf during this amitie and truce, any of the subiectes of either prince do presume or attempt to aide, help, nminteine or serue ani other prince againste any of thesaide contractoures: Then yt shalbe leful toy prince and his subiectes against whom he shewed hyai selfe enemy and aduersary to apprehende and attache thesaide aubiect, goynge, comyng or taryeng, any acte, article or clause in this league to the contrary comprehended notwithstandynge. xiii. Item it is agreed apointcd and accorded that in this treatie and amitie shalbe comprehended the tVendes obliged and confederates of bothe the princes if they list to entre and accepte the league, and thereupon to declare their pleasures within, vi. monethes next ensuynge, and specially for the kyng of Englands part were named for confederates. The kyng of Castell and Lyon, The kyng of Arragon, The kyng of Portyngall, The Archeduke of Austrvche and Burgoyne and the duke of Britaine. On the part of the king of Scottes were named for co federates, Charles ^the French kyng, Ihon kyng' of Deninarke and Nor\vey & the duke of 'Geldres and Britayne. xiv. Itemitis agreed and concluded betwene the parties aforsaide that the lordship of Lome in the realms of Scotland, nor the Hand of Londay liynge in the ryuer of Seuerne in the realme of Englande, shal not be taken nor comprised within this league, but to stand aj^ laro;e as they did before. xv. Item that this concorde, peace and amitie shalbe published, proclaymed, and deu r'n the first day of October next ensuynge in the moost notable and famous cities and tounes of both theRealmes & regions. And conseruators were apoynted for the sure obseruado of this league and amitie on both partes, whose names folowe. For the kynge of England. Then erle of Lyncolne Sir Richard Ratcliffe Henry erle of Northumberland Sir Ihon Conyers Raufe lord Neuell Sir Edmond Hastynges Raufe lord Greystocke Sir Robert Donstable Richard lorde Fitz Hugh Sir Hugh Hastynges Ihon lord Scrope Sir William Euers Thomas lord Scrope of Massam Sir Ihon Huldeston Sir Christopher Moresby William Musgraue, esquier William Clapton, esquier Richard Salkeld, esquier. Homfrey lord Daker For the kyng of Scottes. Dauid earle of Crafford and lorde lynsey George Karle of Huntley, lorde Gorden and Badzenath. Ihon lorde Dornely Sir Robert Hamilto of fingalto Ihon lorde Kynedy Sir Willia Baize of Lamyngto Roberte lorde Lile Sir Ihon Kynedy of Blarqhon Patricke lorde Hales Sir Ihon Wemes Lawrence lorde Oliphaunt Sir 'William Rochewen Wiljam lorde Borthwike Edward Crochton of kirke paty Sir Ihon Rosse of Halkehed Ihon Dundas Sir Gilbert Ihonson of Elphynston Ihon Rosse of Montgrenane Sir Ihon Lundy these, iii. last were esquyers. Sir lames Ogilly of Arly xvi. Item it is farther condiscended and agreed that these commissioners whose names ensue shal mete at Lovighmabastane the. xviii. day of Nouember next ensuynge aswell for redresse to
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    i !'v. jfc/ KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 401 * • . \ . to be had ofcertayne offences done on the westmerches as also for declaryng and publishynge of the peace and arnilie. r' i . x" . ' • Commissioners of the En- Commissioners for the glishe parte. Scottishe part The lorde Dacre The lorde Kenedy The lorde Fitz Hugh The lorde Mountgomery Sir Richard Radclyffe The lorde lile Sir Christopher Moresby Ihon Maxwell stuarde of Annerdale Sir Richard Salkeld Robert Crechton of sancquhane or thre of theim. or thre of theim. Item like commissioners were assigned to mete at Roydon borne for the East marches the xvh, firste day of December and also mete at haldanestanke the. iiii. daie of the sayde moneth for the middle marches. Commissioners for the kyng • Commissioners for the kyng of Englande. of Scottes. Theerle of Northumberlande The eric of Huntley The lorde Greystorcke The erle of Angus The lord Scrope of Massatn The erle of Ergile Sir William Gastoyn Chaunceller of Scotland Sir Robert Conestable The lorde wandale The lorde Seton The lorde Olyphaunt The lorde Stobhill Item it is agreed that £ commissioners aforsaid shall depute and assigne certeyne persones xviii. to viewe and declare the boundes and lymites apperteignyng to the toune of Berwike according to the true meanyng of the league. Item it is agreed and apoynted that no person of England or Scotland shal duryng the xix, said truce, build, eareor sowe any landes or groSd beynge within the bouudes of the batable ground, but to suffre thesame to continue in the same condicion that it nowe remayneth. When this league and amitie was thus concluded, finished and sealed with all dewe circumstaunces thereunto required. Although kynge Richard iudged and demed hym selfe somewhat the more stronger and quyeter by force of this newe amitie and concluded confederacie, yet toaugmente more the familiarite begonne betwene the king of Scottes and him, and to haue a double strynge for his bowe, he entreated a new aliaunce and mariage to be concluded betwene the prince of Rothsaye eldeste sonne to the kyng of Scottes, and lady Anne de la poole daughter to Ihon duke of Suffolke and lady Anne suster to kyng Richarde, whiche suster he so muche fauoured that he studyenge all the weies by the which he might auaunce her offspringe and lignage, did not onely procure and seke meanes howe to make her daughter a pryncesse, and consequently a Queue, but also after the death of his sonne, he proclaymed Ihon erle of Lyncolne his nephew and her sonne, heyre apparaunt to 5' crowne of England, dishenerityng kynge Edwardes daughters, whose brethren before you haue heard he shamefully killed & murthered. The kynge of Scottes hauynge nede of Frendes, but not so muche nede as kynge Richard whiche was of necessite compelled to seke aiders and to entreteyne fautours, the one for fauourynge of flatterers and base borne persones, and theother not onely for tyrannye and vnnaturall homicide, but also for the vsurpacion of the crowne beynge of all the realme detested and disdayned, gladly accepted and ioyousely concented to kynge Richardes deuyce and coniunccion of amitie, perfightely remetnbrynge that eiuongest all bondes and obligacions ot loue and amitie, that there is neither a surer nor a more perfighter locke, then the knote of coniuncion in the sacrament of Matrimony, which was in the very begynnynge of the 3 F first
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    4ot THE IIJ. YERE OF first age of man, ordeyned and instituted in the holy place of paradise terrestiall by God hym selfe: by reason whereof, the propagacion and succession of the humane nature, stablished vpon the sure seate of lawfull matrimony betwene princes, maye norishe peace, Concorde and vnite, aswage and breake the furious rage of truculente Mars and terrible battayle, and encreace loue, fauoure and familiarite. Wherfore thesayde prynces sente their ambassadours and couucelours agaync to the toune of Nottyngham, where thesayde manage was by .writinges and instruinentes couenauted, codiscended and agreed, and affiatiees made and taken by procters and deputies on bothe partes, and she ymediately called pryncesse of Rothsay, xvbiche name she shortely loste by the shorle life of kynge Richarde her louyng vncle. Here may well be noted the vunaturall loue and disordered affection, whiche this kynde kynscman shewed to his blood : For he not remembryng the tyranny that he had executed against his brothers sonnes, the wrong and manifest iniury that he had done to his brothers daughters, both in taking from them their dignyte, possessions and lyuynge, thoughte it shoulde redonnde greatly to his honoure and fame, yf he promoted his sustera chylde (to whom he was nothynge bounde in conscience to make restitucion) to the dignyte of a Queue, rather then to preferre his brothers daughter whom he had vntruely and byforce dishenerited, and of all their righte depryued, to the mariage of a meane esquyer: suche was his fraternall kyndenes towarde his brother, and suche was his laa-ge conscience towardes his brothers chyldren. After this league and mariage thus concluded and agreed, the king of Seottes disdeignynge that the stronge casteil of Dumbarre should remayne in thenglish mennes handes and possession* wrote a gentle letter to kyng Richard, declaryng to hym that where in the league concluded betwene theim, it was agreed and appoyncted that he should within, xl. dayes nexte ensuynge, expresse and declare his opynion and meanynge concernynge the casteil of Dumbarre, whether the saycle casteil should be occupyed and stand still in the handes of thenglishtunen durynge the whole tyme of the truce, or elles for the terme of sixe monethes onely. He nowe certeiyed kynge Rycharde by hisletters, that he was contente that he and his shoulde enioye the possessyon of the sayde casteil quyetely and peaceably durynge thesayde truce and amitie. Neuerthclesse he requyred him for the loue and familiarite that now bothe by treatie and alyaunce was spronge and knyt betxvene theim, that he woulde redelyuer thesayde casteil into his handes, whiche was vntruely possessed of thenglishe nacion by delyuerye of rebelles and treytours, contrarie to all righte, equitie, and conscience. Kynge Richarde dalyed with pleasaunte letters and fayre woordes, and so foded foorth the kynge of Scoites, that he neuer had Dumbarre delyuered while kynge Richard lyued, after whose deathe, whether it were by treason or by apoyntemente, the casteil wasrendred to the kynge of Seottes to his greate contentacion and reioysyng. Albeit this league & amitie thus couenaunted and concluded, it tnighte manifestely seme to all persons, that all coniuracions and confederacies agaynst kynge Richard were extinct and put scylence, and in especial considerynge that y duke of Buckingham and his alyes were made out of his waye, some by death, and some by banyshment and exilynge into farre countreies & regions. Yet kyng Richard more doubtyng thentrustyng to his own people and frendes was continually vexed, tossed and vnquyeted with feare of the retourne of the erle of Ilichemond and his complices & f'autours, which dailye dread and hourely agony, caused him to lyue in dolefull misery, euer vnquiet, & in maner incontinual calamitie. Wherfore he entendynge to be releued and to haue all his dolorous imagination alleuyated, determyned clerely to extirpate and p'ucke al ihe mater and grounde of his feare and doubles. Wherefore after long and deliberate consultation had, nothing was for his purpose and entente thought either more necessary or expedient then once agayne with price, praier and rewardes, to attempt $ duke of Britaine in whose territoriey erle of Richemond then abode, to deliuer thesaide erle into his hades, by whiche onely meanes he shoulde be discharged of all feare of perel, and brought to rest and quietnes bothe of body & mind. Wherfore incontynent he sent certeine ambassadoures to j duke of Britayne, which tooke vpon theim (beside the great and ample 1 rewardes
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 40f rewardes y they brought with theim into Britayne) that kyng Richard should yerely paie & aunswer the duke of all the reuenues, rentes and profiles, of the seignories, lades & possessions aswel belonging and apperteigning to the erle of Richmod, as to any other noble or gentleman whiche then were in the erles company, yf he after that time would kepe them in continual prison and restrcine theim from libertie. The Oratoures furnished with these and other instruccions, arriued in Britayne and came to the dukes house, where with him they coulde haue no manner of communicacion concernynge their weighlie affaires, by reason that he beyng fatigate and weakened by a longe and daily infirmitie, beganne a lytle to waxe ydle and weake in his wyt and remembraunce. For which cause Peter Landoyse his chiefe treasourer, a man both of pregnaunt \vit and great au thorite, ruled and adiudged al thinges at his pleasure and commaundemet for the which cause (as men set into high authorite be not best beloued) he excited and prouoked against him the malice and euell will of y nobilite of Britayne, which afterward for diuerse great offences by him durynge his authorite perpetrate and committed, by their meanes was brought to death and collision. Thenglishe atnbassadoures moued their message and request to Peter Landoyse and to him declared their masters commaundemente, instantely requiringe, and humbly desirynge him (in whose power it lay to do all thing in Britayne) that he woulcle frendely assent to the request of kyng Richard, offering to him the same rewardes and landes, that they should haue offered to the duke. This Peter whiche was no lesse disdeyned then hated almost of all the people of Britayne, thought that yf he dyd assent and satisfie kyng Richardes petycion and desyre, he shoulde be of powre and habilite sufficieute to withstamle and refell the malicious attemptes and disdeynfull inuencions of his enuious aduersaries. Wherefore he feithefully prornysed to accomplishe kyng Richardes request and desyre, so that he kepte promise with him, that he might be liable to withstand y cancard malice of his secrete enemies. This acte that he promised to do, was not for any grudge or malice that he bare to the earle of Richmond, for as you haue heard before, he delyuered him from perell of deathe at saynct Malos when he was in great double of life and ieopardie but as cause riseth we euer offende, andthat cursed hungre of gold and execrable thirst of lucre, and inward feare of losse of aucthorite, driueth the blynde myndes of couetous men arid ambieious persones to euillcs and mischiics innumerable, not remembring losse of name, obloquy of the people, nor in conclusion the punishment of God for their merites and descries. But fortune was so fauorable to the publicke wealth of the reahne of England that this deadly and dolorous compact tooke none effect or place. For while posies ranne, and letters were sent to and fro for y finishing of this great enterprise betwene kyng Richard & Peter Landoyse, Ihon Morton bishop of Ely soiornynge then in Flaunders, was of al tliis craflie coueighaunce certified by his secret & sure freiles: whertbre he sent Christopher Vrswike (whiche at that verie ceason was come out of Britayne into Flaumlers) to declare to the eric of Richmod •howe al the deceipte & craftie working was conueighcd and compassed, geuyng him in charge •to councell and acluise y erle in al hasl possible \V al his cdpany to retire out of Britayne into France. When these newes were brought to the erle, he then kept house iir Vanues, and incontinent dispatched agayne Christopher Vrswike to Charles the French king, requyring him that he and his might saucly passe into Fran nee, whiche desyre, impetrated and obteyned, ihe messenger shortly returned to his lordc aiid prince. The erle well per•ceauynge that it was expediente and necessarie withal spcde and diligence, to loke to this weightie matter, calling very few to councell, he made exploration and searche of all secret and by weyes and sent before all his noble men, as though for a certayne familiuritee and kyndencs they should visile and comforte y duke, which then for recreacion and chaunge of ayre, laie on the borders and toni'ynes of Fraunce. And sccretely he gaue charge to the Earle of Pembrooke which was the leader and conductor of his compai guy, that when they ap.procb.ed the marches and lymites of Britayne, they should dyuerte and take the next way .into Fraunce. The noble men somewhat suspicious af thinges newely ima3 F 2 gencd,
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    404 THE. IIJ. YERE OF gened, without any tariyng or by the iarney gasynge, scouring the weies as fast as there horse would ronne, or as they conuenientely might beare & susteyne came out of the duchy of Britayne into y duchy of Angeou in the dominion of Fraunce, where they exspected the carles commynge, whicbe. ii. daies after departed oute of Vannes onely accompaignied with. v. seruytoures, as though he had gone secrctely to visile a familier frende of his in a small village adioynynge. No man suspected that he woulde departe, considerynge thatagreate multitude of Englishemen were lefte and contynued in the citee, but after that £ he had passed directly fyue myles forward, he sodaynly turned into a solitarye wood nexte adioynynge, where clothinge hym selfe in the symple cote of his poore seruaunte, made and apoynted his saide mynister leader and Master of his small compaignye, and he as an ' humble page dyligently folowed and serued his countrefeate gouernoure, neuer restynge nor theim selues refreshynge, excepte the baytyng of their horses, till they by wayes vnknowen, nowe this way, now turnynge that way, came to their company abidyng theim in angiers. The fourth day after the earle of Richemonde was thus departed, that craftie marr chaunte Peter Landoyse, trustynge still after his praye j)romised by kyng Richard, was ready to set forwarde his crew of souldyours, whiche he preuely had consigned with certayne trustye capiteyncs for that onely purpose appoynted and elected, to pertbrme & acheue his pretensed entreprise, dissimulynge and feignynge theim to be conducted and hyred by hym to serue the Earle of Richeinond, and hym to conduyte in his retourne towarde his natiue countrey, meaning none other thynge but to apprehende him and the other noble men in his rctynue, whiche no suche fraude suspectynge, nor yet any treason ymagenynge, vnware and vnprouided and destitute of all aycle, and theim to cast and detrude sodaynly into continual captiuite and bondage, to thetente that by this facinorous and naughlie acte, he njighte satisfie the charitable request and louynge desyre of good kynge Richard, more for his awne profite then kyng Richards gayne. But when this crafty dissymuler Peter Landoyse, whiche was no Wylyer then an olde Foxe, perceaued that the earle was departed (thynkynge that to be trewe that he ymagened) lord howe currioures rane into euery coaste, howe lighte horsemen galloped to euery streyt to folowe and deteyne him, yf by any possibilite he coulde be subsecuted and ouertaken, and hym to incarcerate and brynge captyue into the citee of Vannes. The horsemen made suche diligence, and with such celerite set forward their iorney, that nothing was more likely then thei to haue obteined, ye & seazed their pray. For the erle of Richmond was not entred into y realme of Fraunce scace one hour, but y folowers came to the lymites and confines of Britayne, and durst auenture no farther but veinely without their desyre sorofully retourned. At which season were left at Vannes aboute the nombre of. iii. Englishmen, which not beynge called to councell and vnware of this entreprice, but knowynge of the erles sodeyne departure were so incontinently astouned, that in maner thei were al in dispayre both of him and their awne securite and sauegarde. But fortune tourned her saile, & otherwyse yt happened then there feare theim encombred. For the duke of Britayne nowe beyng somewhat recouered, was sore displeased, and nothinge contented that the erle of Riehmonde was in his dominion so vncurteously traded and entreated, that he shoulde be by fraud and vntruthe compelled to leaue and flye oute of his duchy and countrey contrary to his honoure. Wherfore he tooke greate displeasure with Peter Landoyse his treasourer, to whom (although he knew not & was ygnoraunte that all the drifte was dryuen and deuysed by hym) he laied the faut and imputed the cryme. Wherfore he sent for Edward Wooduile, and Edward Pownynges valiaunte esquyers of England, and delyuered vnto theim n;oney sufficient for their conduyte, wyllynge theim to conuey the rest of thenglishmen beynge in" Brytayne, to the earle of Richemondes presence. When the Earle was thus furnyshed & apoynted with his trusty company, and was escaped all y daugerous labirinthes and snares that were set for him, no meruel though he were iocunde and glad of y prosperous successe that happened in his affaires. Wherefore, lest he should seme to be blotted with the note of ingratitude, he sent dyuerse
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. '. dyuerse of his gentleme to the duke of Britaine, the which should publishe & declare to v. him on the behalfe of the erle, that he and his, were onely by his betiente and fauoure coneerued and delyuered from the imminent daunger y they were like to be trapped in. Wherfore at that time he rendred to him his moost hartie thankes in woordes, trustyng & not doubtyng but in tytne to come liberally to recopence him with actes & dedes. After this, the erle tooke his iourney to Charles y French kyng, lyeng then at Langes vpo the riuer of leyre, to whom after great thankes geuen for manifold gratuytes by him to the erle shewed, he disclosed and manifested y cause & occasio of his accesse & repaire to his person. After that he requyred of him helpe and succour, to thentente that by his immortall benefite to him at that tyme shewed, he might sauely retourne to the nobilite of his realme, of whome he was generally called to take vpon him the croune and scepter of the realme, they so muche hated & abhorred the tyranny of kyng Richard. Kyng Charles promised him aide and comfort, and bad him be of good courage and make good chere, for he assured him that he would gladly shewe to him his beneuolent mynd and bountefull liberalite. Which kyng from thence remoued to Moutargis, leadyng with him the erle of Richemond, and all the noble personages of his retynue and faccion. While the erle was thus attendaunte in the French court, Ihon Vere erle of Oxford (which as you haue heard before was by king Edward kepte in prison within the castell of hammes) so persuaded lames blount capitayne of thesame fortresse, and sir Ihon Fortescewe porter of the toune of Caleys, that he him selfe was not onely dismissed and set at tibertie, but they also abandonynge and leauynge their fruitefull offices, condiscended to go with him into Fraunce to the Earle of Rychmonde and to take his parte. B.ut lamesBkrint like a wise capiteyne, because he lefte his wyfe remaynynge in the caetell before his departure, he fattened thesame both with newe inuencions and newe souldyours. When the Earle of Richemonde sawe the Erie of Oxforde, he was rauyshed with an incredibile gladnes, that he beyng a man of so highe nobilite, of such knowlege and practise in feates of warre, and so constant, trusty and assured (whiche alweie had studied for the maintenaunce and preferment of the house of Lancaster) was now by Gods prouision delyuered out of captiuite & imprisonmet, & in time so necessary & couenient come to his aide, succour & auauncement, in whome more surer then any other he mighte put his trusle £ confidence, and take lesse peyne and traua)le in his awne person. For it was not hid fro hym that such as had euer take part w kyng Edward before this time, came to do hi seruice either for malice y they bare to king Richard, or elles for feare to tyme vnder his truculent rule and tempestious gouernaunce. But this man which so often tymes had personally fought in mortal battayle in the querell of kynge Henry the. vi. he Judged by deuyne povvre and heauenly inspiracion to be delyuered out of captiuite £ emprisomnent for this onely purpose, that he should haue a man of his awne faccion and schoole, to whorne he might surely and faithfully communicate and credite all thinges as to his awne propre person, and therforebeyngenflamed with an immortall ioye for the carles commynge he beganne tt> haue a good hope of the happy successe of all his pretensed entreprises. Not long after, the Frenche kyng retorned agayn to Paris, whome the erle of Richmond folowed, entending there to solicite his matter to y conclusion. Whereupon he besought king Charles to take vpon him y whole tuicyon and defence of him and his cause, so that he and his compaigny beynge by his meanes ayded and comforted, shoulde confesse & saye their wealth, victorye and auauncement to haue flowed and budded foorthe of his bountyfalnes and liberalite, whiche they would God wyllyng shortely reacquyte. In the. meane ceason diuerse Englishemen whiche either fled out of England for feare, or were at Paris to learne and studie good litterature and verteous doctrine came voluntarely and submitted theim selues to the Earle of Rychemonde, and vowed and sware to take his parte. Emongeste whome was Richarde Foxe a priest, a man of great wyt and no lesse learnynge, whome the erle incontinent receaued into secret familiarite & in brief time erected & 4 anaunced f 
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    406* THE. IIJ. YERE OF auaunced him to high dignitees and promocions, and in conclusion he made him bishop of Wyn Chester. In the ineane ceason kyng Richard was crediblye aduertised what promyses and othes the erle and his cdfederates had made and sworne together at Renes, and how by the erles meanes all thenglishme were passed oute of Britayne into Fraunce. Wherfore beynge sore dysmaied and in maner desperate, because his craftie cheuesaunce tooke none effect in Brytayne ymagened and deuysed how to infringe and disturbe the erles purpose by another meane, so that by the mariage of lady Elizabeth his nece he should pretende no clayme nor tytle to the croune. For he thought if that mariage fayled, the erles chiefe combe had bene clerly cut. And because that he beynge blynded with the ambitious desyre of rule before this tyme, in obteynynge the kyngdome, had perpetrate and done many flagicious actes aad detestable tyrannies, yet accordynge to the old prouerbe, let him take the bul that stale away y calfe, he thought all factes by him committed in tyines passed to be but of small moment and not to be regarded in comparison of that mischeuous ymaginacion whiche he nowe newely beganne and attempted. There came into hys vngracious mynde a thinge not onely detestable to be spoken of in the remembraunce of man, but much more cruel and abhominable to be put in execucion^ For when he reuoiued in his wauerynge mynde how greate a .founteyne of mischiefe towarde hym shoulde sprynge, yf the erle of Richmond should be auaunced to the mariage of his nece, whiche thinge he hearde saye by the rumour of the people that no small nombre of wyse and wittye personages enterprised to compasse £ brynge to conclusion. He c'.crely determined to reconcile to his i'auoure his brothers wife quene .Elizabeth either by faire woordes or liberall promises, firmely beleuynge her fauoure once obteined that she would not sticke to commite and louyngly credite tohim the rule and gouernauncc both of her and her daughters, and so by that meanes the erle of Richemonde of the affinite of his nece should be vtterly defrauded and begujled. And yf no ingenyous remedyecoulde be otherwise inuented to saue the innumerable mischiefes whiche were cuen at hand and like to falle, yf it shoulde happen quene Anne his wife to departe oute of this presente worlde, then he him selfe woulde rather take ,to wife his cousyn and nece the lady Elizabeth, then for lack of that affinite the whole realme should runne to ruyne, as who said, that yf he once fell from his estate and dignite, the ruyne of the realme must nedes shortely ensue & folowe. Wherfore he sent to the quene beynge in sanctuarye diuerse and often messengers, whiche firste shoulde excuse and purge -Mm of all thinges before againste her attempted or procured, and after should so largely promes promocions innumerable and benefites, not onely to her but also to her sonne lord Thomas Marques Dorcctt, :that they should brynge her yf it were possible into some wanhope, or .as some men saie into a fooles paradise. The messengers beynge men botlie of wit and granitic so persuaded the quene with great & pregnaunte reasons, then with fay re & large promises, -that she began somewhat to relent & to gene to theim no defle eare, in somuche that she faithfully promised to submyt £ yelde her selfe fully and frankely to the kynges will and pleasure. And so she putting in obliuion ilie murtner of her innocente (Children, the infymy and dishonoure spoken by the kynge her iuisbande, the lyuynge in .auoutrje-leyed tolier charge, the bastardyng of her daughters, forgettvng also "y feithfull ,promes£ open othe made to the countesse of Richmond mother to | erle Henry, blynded ;by auaricious affeccion and seduced by flatterynge -worries, first .dcliuered into kyng Richards sfiades.'faer. v. daughters as Lambes once agayne committed to the custody of the rauenous wohe. After she sente letters to the Marque's her sonne beynge then at Parys with the earle «ef Rtchmonde, w illynge him in any wise to leaue the earle and without .delaie to repaire into .hngland where, for .him were prouided great honoures and honorable promocions, asseriteignynge him ferther, that all offences on bothe parties were forgotten and forgeuen, and bothe he and she highely incorporate in the kynges hearte. Surely tiie inconstancie of this ,woman were muche to be merueled at, yf all women had bene founde coustante, but let men speake, yet weq.en of the verie bonde of nature will folowe their awne kynde. After that iynge .
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 40? Jtynge Rycharde had thus with glorious promyses and flatterynge woordes pleased and appeased the mutable mynde of quene Elyzabeth which knewe nothing lesse then that he moost entended,, he caused all his brothers daughters to be conueighed into his paleys with solempne receauyng, as though with his newe familier and louyng entreteinement they should forget, and in their rnyndes obliterate the olde committed iniurie and late perpetrate tyrannye. Nowe nothinge was contrariant and obstacle to his pernicious purpose, but that his mancion was not voide of his wife, which thinge he in anywise adiudged necessary to be done. But there was one thing that so muche feared and dragged him from commyitynge this abhominable mnrthcr, because as you haue hearcle before he began ne to countrefaycte the ymage of a good and well disposed person, and therefore he was afeard least y sodeine and immature death of his wife .once openly knowen, he should lese the good and credible opinion which the people had of him, without deserte conceaued and reported. But in conclusion, euyll councell preuailed in a witt lately mynded to mischieie, and tourned from all goodnes. So that his vngracious desyre ouercame his honest feare. And first to entre into the gates of his ymagened entreprise, he absteyned bothe from the bed and companye of his wife. After, he compleyned to dyuerse noble men of the realme, of the in fortunate sterilite and barenneS' of his wife, because she brought foorth no fruyteand gencracion of her bodye. And in especiall he accompted to Thomas Rotheram archebtihop of Yorke (whome lately h&had delyuered oute of warde and captiuite) these irnpedymentes of his quene and dyiierse other, thinkjng that he woulde enucleate and open to her all these thinges, trustynge the sequele herof to take his eft'ccte, that she herynge this grudge of her husband, and takyng therefore an inwarde thought, woulde not longe lyue in this worlde. Of this the bishoppe gathered (whiche well knewe the complexion and vsage of the kyng) that the quenes dayes were short, and that he declared to certeine of his secrete frendes. After this he procured a common rumour (but he woulde not haue the author knowen) to be published and spred abroade emonge the common people that the quene was de.d, to thentent that she takyng some coceipte of this straung fame, should fall into somesodayne sicknes or greuous maladye, & to proue if afterward she should fortune by y or any other waies to lese her life, whyther y people would impute her death to the thought or sicknes, or therof would laie y' blame to him., WhS y quene heard tell that so horrible a rumour of her death was sprong emongest the comminaltie, she sore suspected and iuged y1 world to be almost at an ende with her, and in that sorofull agony, she with lamentable countenaunce and sorofnll chere, repaired to the presence of the kyng her husband, demaundynge of hym, what it should meane that he had iudged her worthy to dye. The kyng aunswered her with fare woordes, and witli dissitnulynge blandimentes and flatteryng. lesynges comforted her, biddynge her to be of good comforte, for to his knowledge she should haue none other cause. But howsoeuer y it'-fortuned, either by inward thought awd pensyuenes of hearte, or by intoxicacion of'poyson (which is affirmed to be most likely) within a few daies after, the quene departed" oute of this transitorie lyt'e, and was with dewe solempnite buried in the churche of seint Peter at Westminster. This is thesame Anne one of the (laughters of y erle of Warwyk, which as you haue heard before at the request of lewes y French kyng, was maried to prince Edward sonne to kyng Henry the vi. The kyng thus (accordyngttf his long desire) losed out of the bodes of matrimony, beganne to cast a foolyshe phantasie to Lady Elizabeth his nece, making much suite to haue her ioyned with him in lawfull matrimony. Hut because all men, and the mayden her selfe moost of all, detested and abhorred this vnlawfull and in iiianer vmmturall copulacion, he determined to prolonge and deferrethe matter till he were in a more quietnes. For all that yerie ceason he was oppressed with great weightie and vrgent causes and busynesses on euery side considerynge that dailye parte of the nobilite sailed into Fraunce to the erle of Richmond: Other preuely fauoured £ aided certeine of the coniuracion, soy of his shorte ende, fewe or none were in double. And y" common people for the moost part were brought to such desperado, j> many of theim had rather be reputed & taken of him in the nobre of his enemies, then to abide
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    403 THE. 1IJ. YERE OF abide the chaunce and hazard to haue their goodes taken as a spoile of victorie by his enemies.    Emongest the noble men whome he moost mystrusted, these were the principall, Thomas lorde Stanley, Sir William Stanley his brother, Gylbert Talbot and. vi. hundred other, of whose purposes although kyng Richard were ignoraunt, yet he gaue nether confidence nor credence to any one oftheim, and least of all to the Lord Stanley, because he was ioyned in matrimony with the lady Margarete mother to the erle of Richmond, as afterward apparaunlly, ye maie perceaue. For when .the sayde lorde Stanley woulde haue departed into hiscountrey to visile his familie, and to recreate and refreshe his spirites (as he openly sayde) but the truth was to thentent to be in a perfight readines to receaue the erle of Kichuiod at his first arriuall in Englad: the kyng in no wise woulde suffre hymtodeparte before that he had left as an hostage in thecourte George Stanley lorde straung his first begot' ten sonne and heire. While kynge Richard was thus troubled and vexed with ymaginacions of the turaulteous time that was like to come : Loo, euen sodeinly he herde newes that fyer was sprong oute of the smoke, and the warre recently begonne, and that the castell of hamoies was deliuered into the handes of the earle of Rychemonde by the meanes of the earle of Oxenforde, and that not only he but also lames Blount capiteineof the castel, were fled into Fraunce to aide the Earle Henry. Wherfore he thynkynge it great pollicie to withstand the fyrst brunt, sent the moost part of the garrison of Caleis to recouer again by force the, castell of Hammes. They which were in the castell perceauing their aduersaries to approche, prepared municions and engins for their defence, and sent also to the Earle of Richemonde, to aduertise hym of their sodeine obsession, requirynge hym of hasty ayde and spedy succoure. The erle slepynge not this first begonne assaute, sent the earle of Oxenforde with an elected company ofsouldioures to reise the siege & reskewe the castel: Which At their first arryuynge pitched their campe not farre from their enemies. And while kyng Rychardes men gaue vigilaunt iye, weytynge least the Earle of Oxforde shoulde take any aduauntage of theim that laie on that side of the Castell. Thomas Brandon with. xxx. ap;proued men of warre by a marishe whiche laie on the other syde entred into the castell. The souldioures within greately animated and muche comforted by this newe succour and aide, greued thenemies by shotyng fro y walles more then they were accustomed to do. And they of the Castell vexed their enemies on the foreparte: the Earle of Oxenforde no lesse molested and vnquieted theim on theother parte, whiche was the occasion that kyng Richardes men offred of their awne mere mocion licence to all beynge within the Castel to departe in sauetie withbagge and baggage nothinge excepted: whiche condicion the earle of Oxenforde commynge only for that purpose to deliuer his louynge frendes oute of all perell and daunger, fc chiefelyofall, hisoldehostesselaneBlount'wifeto lames Blount the capteine, would in no wise repudiate or refuse. And so leauynge the Castell bare and vngarnysshed bothe of vitaile and artillary, came safe to the erle of Richmond soiournynginParys. Duryng this tyme, kyngeRichard was credebly informed of his explorators&espiallesy y erle of Richmond was wlongesuyte in the courte of Fraunce sore fatigate & weried, it desyryng g.reate aide coulde obteine small releue. In so muchy all thyng went so farre backward, that suche thinges as were with great .diligence and no lesse deliberation purposed and determined to be set forward, were nowe dasshed and ouerthrowen to the grounde. Kynge Richarde eyther beynge to light of credence, or seduced and deluded by hys craftie taletellers, greatly reioysed as though he had obteyned -the ouerhand of his enemyes with triumph and victorie, and thought hymselfe neuer so surely delyuered of all feare and dreadfull ymaginacions, so that he neded nowe no more once for that cause eyther to wake or breake his golden slepe. Wherefore he called home agaiae hk shippes of warre whiche he had apoynted to kepe the narowe sees, & dispatched al such souldioures as he had deputed to kepe certeine garrisons & to stoppe certeine passages as you haue heard before. Yet least he might for lacke of prouisyon be sodainly trapped, he streightly charged and gaue in commaundemct to all noble men & in espeeiall suche as inhabited nere to the sea eoaste and on the frontiers of wales, that accordyng to the vsage of Jhecountrey, they should kepe diligent wateUe & stronge warde, to y entent y hie aduersaries in
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 409 in no wise should haue any place apte or oportune easely to take lande withoute defence or rebuttynge back. For the custorne of the countreys adioynyng nere to y see is (especially in the tyme of war) on euery hill or high place to erect a bekon w a greate Interne in the toppe, which male be sene and discerned a great space of. And when the noyes is once bruted that the enemies approche nere y land, they sodeinly put fyer in the lanthornes and make showtes & outrages fro toune to toune and from village to village. Some ronne in post fro place to place admonisbyng the people to be ready to resist the jeopardy, and defende the perell. And by this pollecy y fame is sone blowen to euery citee & toune, in somuche that as well the cytezens as the rural people be in. short space assembled and armed to refell and put back the newe arryued enemies. Nowe to retourne to our purpose, kynge Richarde thus alleuiate of his accjistoned pensiuenes, began ne to be somewhat more merier & toke le.sse thought & care for outwarde enemies then he was woont to do, as who saie, that he with polletique prouision shoulde withstand thedesteny which hong ouer his bed, and was ordened in briefe tyme sodeinly to fall. Suche is the force and puissaunee of deuyne iustice, that euery man shal lesse regarde, lesse prouide, lesse be in double of al things, when he is moost nerest punishment, and next to his mischaunce for his offences and crymes. Aboute this ceason, while theerle of Richmonde wasdesirynge ayde of the Frenche kynge, certeine noble men were there apointed to rule the realme of Fraunce durynge the minorite of kyng Charles, which emongest theitn selfes were not of one opinion. Of whiche dissencion, Lewes duke of Orlyaunce was the chiefe sturrer, which because he had raaryed lady lohannesuster to the Frenche kynge, tooke vpon him aboue other the rule and adminjstraciort of the wnolc realme. By reason of whyche controuersie, no one manne only was suffred to rule al, wiierfore theerle of Rychemond was compelled to make suyte to euery one of the councel seiierally one after another, requiring and desirynge theim of aide and releue in his ivcightie busynes, and so his cause was prolonged and deterred. Durynge whiche time, Thomas Marques Dorset which was as you haue heard entised by his mother to retorne againe into Englful partely despayring in the good successe of the erle of Uichmod & partely onerate and vanquesshed with the fa ire glosynge promises of kyng Richard: secretly in the night ceason stale oute of Parys, and with all diligent expedicion tooke his iourney toward Flaunders. When relacio of his departure was made to the erle of Richmond & the other noble men, no inaruell though they were astonnyed & greatly amased. Yety notwstadyng they requyred of the Freeh kyng that it might be lei'ull to theim in his name and by hiscommaundement to take and steye their cSpaignion, confederate, and partaker of all their councel, in what place within his realme and territorye so euer they couhle fyndc hym. Which peticio once obteined, thei sent oute curriers into euery parte emongest whome Ilomfrey.Cheiny pleiyug the parte of a good blood hounde, foloed the tract of y flyer so Cuen by y sent, that he ouerto^ke and.apprehecled hym not farre from Copeign & so what with reason & what Vv.faire promises bevnsj persuaded, he retourned againe to his copaignions. The cade of Richmond vnburdened of this misaaenture, least by procrastinacion of daiesft prolongyngof time he might lese y great eportunitee of things to him otr'red and ministrcd: also least he shoulde farther wounde or molest the myndes of his feithfull and assured frendes which daily did aspect & tarie for his cotnyng, determined no longer to protract £ deferre y time, but with ail diligence & scclerite to attempte his begonne entreprice and so ohteinyng of kyng Charles a small ere we of men, and borowyng certeyn sommes of money of him & of diuerse other his pryuatc frendes. For the whiche he left as debter or more likelyer as a pledge or hostage lord Thomas Marques Dorsett (whome he halfe mistrusted) and Sir Ihon Burchier, he departed from y French court & came to the citee of Roan. While he taryed there makyng prouisio at harilete in the mouth of the ryuer of Seyne for all thinges necessary for his nauy and nauigacion, tydynges were brought to hym that kynge Richard beynge wout children and now wydower, entended shortely to mary with Lady Elizabeth his brothers daughter, and to preferre the ladye Cicile her suster to a man foundein a cloude and of an vnknowen lignage and familie. He 3 G tooke
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    410 THE. I1J. YERE1 OF tooke these newes as a matter of no small momente, and so all thynges considered, it was of no lesse importaunce then he tooke it for. For this thyng only tooke aweie from all liis compaignions their hope and courage that they had to obteine an happie enterprice. And therfore no maruell though it nypped hym at the verie stomacke when he thought that by no possibilite he might altayne the mariage of any of kynge Kdwardes daughters, which was the \ Strongest foudacion of his buyldyng, by reason whereof he iudged that all his frendes in England woulde abandon and shrynke from hym. Wherfore makynge not many of his councell, after dyuerse consultacions he determined not yet to set fonvarde. but to tarye and attempte ho we to get more ayde, more frendes and more stronger succoures. And cmongest all other, it was thought moost expedient to allure by affinite in his ayde as a cornpaignion in arnics -Sir Walter Herbert a man of an aunciente stocke and greate powre emongest the Welshemen, whiche had \vyth hym a faire Ladye to his suster, of age mature and ripe to be coupled in matrimonie. And for the acheuynge of this purpose, messengers were -sccretely sent to Henry Earle of Northumbreland ( whiche had before maried another suster of Sir Walter Herbertes) to thentent that he shoulde set forward all this deuyce and purpose, but the weies were so narowly watched and so many spies laide that the messenger preceded not in. his iourney and busynes. But in the meane ceason, ther came to the Earle a more ioyfuller message from Morgan Kydwelly learned in the tetnporall lawe, whiche declared that Ityceap Thomas, a man of no lesse valyauntnes then actyuitee, and Ihon Sauagean approued Captcyne, woulde with all their powre be partakers of his quarell. And that Reignolde Ereye had collected and gotten together no small some of money for the payment of the wages to the souldioures and men of warre: admonisshynge him also to make quicke expedicion and to take his course directly into Wales. The Earle of Richmonde because he woulde no lenger lynger, and weery hys frendes lyuynge continually betweene hope and feare, determyned in all conueniente hast to sett forwarde, and caried to his shippes armoure, weapons, vitayle and all other ordinaunces expedient for warre. And shortely to speake, all thynges he prepared whiche are wont to, be necessary and profitable to the variable chaunces and incerteine accidentes and ieopardies of warre which requyreth preparacio of many instrurnetes and thinges chargeable. After that the erle had made his humble peticion, and deuoute praier to allmightie God, besechynge him not only to sende him moost prosperous wynde and sure passage in his iourpey, but also effectebusly desyrynge his goodnes of aide & comforte in hisnecessite and vio torie & supremitie ourr his enemies, only accompaignied with. ii. thousand menne and a small nombre of shippes, weyed vp his ancresand halsed vp hissailes and in the calendes of August lie sailed from harflet with so prosperous a wynde that the. vii. daye after his departure he arryued inWales in thecuenyng at a porte called Mylford Ilauen, and in cotinet tooke land and came to a place called Dalle, where he heard saye that a certeine company cf his aduersaries were leyed in garrison to defende his arryuall all the last wynter. And the earle at the sonne rysyng remoued to- harfford west, beyng distant from dalle not fully ten rayle, where he was applauded and receaued of the people with greate ioye, and he arryued there so sodeinly that he was come and entred-thc toune at the same tyme when the c/tezens had but knowlege of his commynge. Here he heard newes whiche were as vntrue as they truly were reported to hym in Normandie, that Rice ap Thomas and Ihon Sauage wythe body and goodes were determined to aide kyng Richard. While he and his cornpaignie were somewhat appalled of these newe tydynges, Ihere came such message from thinhabitauntes of the toune of Pembroke y refresshed and reuyued their frosen heartes and daunted courages. For Arnold Buttler a valiaunt capitain, which first askynge perdon for his offences before tyme committed against the erle of Richmond, and that obteyned, declared to hym that the penbrochians were ready to serue & geue their attendaunce on their natural and immediate lord lasper erle of Penbrooke. The erle of Richmond hauyng his ariuie thus encreased, departed from Herforde west to the toune of Cardygan beyng. v. myle distant from thence. While the souldioures were refresshyng and trimmynge theira selues in
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. ILL 41 1 in their campe, straunge tydynges spronge emonge Iheim woute any certe'me authour, % sir Walter Herberd which laie w a greate crewe of menne at Carmarden, was nowe with a greate arinye ready to approche and byd theim battaile. With which newes the armie was sore troubled, and euery man assaied his armare and proued hys weapon and were prest to defende their enemies. And as they were in this timerous doubte, ccrteine horsemen which theerle had sent to make exploracion and searche, retourned and reported ail the countrey to bee quiete and no let nor impedimente to be laied- or cast in their Journey. And euen at that same tytne the whole annye was greately recomforted by reason that the commynge of Rycharde Gryffyth, a man of greate nobiiite, the whiche notwythstandynge that he was conferate wyth Sir Walter Harbert and Richarde app Thomas, yet at that verie instant he came to the Earlc of Richemund with all his compaignie, whyche were of no great nomber. After hym, the same daie came llion Morgan wylh his men. Then the Earle auaunced forwarde in good haste, makyng no repose or abode in any one place. And to thentent to passe forwarde with sure and short expedicion, he assauted euery place where his ennemies had set any men of warre, whiche with small force and lessc diflictiltie he briefly dyd expugne and vaaquishe. And sodeynly he was by his espialles asserteyned that Sir Walter Harbert and Rice app Thomas were in harnes before hym ready to encountrc wyth hys arinye and to stoppe their passage. Wherefore lyke a valyaunt capteyn he h'rste determyned to sett on theim and eyther to destroye or to take theim into his faUotire, and after with all his powre and puyssaunce to geue battaile to his morlall enemye kynge Richarde. But to thentent his frendes shoulde knowe wyth what dexterite his attempted entreprice proceded forwarde, he sente of his moost secrete and feithfull seruauntes with letters and instruccions to the ladye Margarete his mother, to the Lorde Stanley and his brother, to Talbote and to other his trustie frendes, declarynge to theim, that he succoured and holpeti with the ayde and releue of his frendes entended to passe ouery ryuer of Seuerne at Shrewsburye, and so to passe directely to the citee of London, requirynge theim as his especiall truste and confidence was perplanted in the hope of their fidelite, that they would occurre & mete hym by the wave with all diligent preparacion to thentent that he & thei at tyme propice and place conuenient might communicate together the profundyte and depnes of all his dubious and weightye busynes. Whe the messengers were disparcled with these commaundementes & admonicions, he marched forward toward Shrewsbury, and in his passynge there met & saluted him Rice ap Thomas with a goodly bad of Welshmen wbicho makynge an otheand promyse to the erle, submitted himself whole to his ordre and commaundement. For theerle of Richemond. ii. daies before made to him promes y if he wouldesweare to take his part and be obedient to hym he wouldemake hym chiefe goucraour of Wales, whiche parte as lie feithfully promised and graunted, so after that he had obleyned and possessed the real me and diademe, he liberally performed and accomplished the same. In the meane tyinc, the messengers that were sent, diligently executed the thinges geuen to theim in charge, and laden with rewardes of theim to whome thei were sent, retourned to hym the same daye that he entred into Shrewsburic, and made relacion to hym that his frendes avere ready in all poyntes to doo all thinges for him which either they ought or might do. Tin; erle Hf-ry brought in good hope with his pleasaunt message continued foorth his entended iourney and came to a litle towne called Newportc and pitchynge his campe on a lylle hill adioynynge, reposed hym selfe there that nyghte. In the euenynge, the same daie came to hym sir George Talbott with the whole powre of the younge Earle of Shrewsburye then beynge in wardc, whiche were accomptcd to the nombre of twoo thousande men. And thus his powre iiicreasynge he arryued at the towne of Staftbrde and there pawsed. To whome came Sir Wyllyam Stanley accompaignied with a fewe persones, and after that the Earle and he had communed no longe tyme together, ho reuertcd to his souldioures which he had congregate together to serue the Earle, whiche from thence departed to Lichefelde and laie without the walles in his cump all the nyght. The nexte morenynge he entred into the towne, and was with all honour lyke a prynce receaued. A daie or twoo before the lorde Stanley 3 G 2 hauynge
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    412 THE. IIJ. YERE OF 1 • x bauyngein hysbandealmostefyue thousande men, lodged in thesamc towne, but herynge that the Earle of Richemonde was marshynge thetherward, gaue to hym place, dislodgynge hyin and hys and repaired to a towne called Adrestone, there abydynge the commyng of the Earle, and this wilye foxe did this acte to aduoyde'all suspicion, beynge afraied least yf he shoulde he sene openly to bee a fautoure or ayder to the Earle his sonne in lawe before the daie of the battayll, that kynge Richarde whiche yet dyd not vtterly put in him diffidence and rnystruste woulde put to some cruell deathehis sonne and heire apparaunt George Lorde Straunge whome kynge Richarde as you haue heard before kept with hym as a pledge or hostat*e to thentent that the lorde Stanley his father shoulde attempte nothing preiudiciall to hym. '"kynge Rycharde at this ceason kepynge his howse in the Castell of Notyngham was infourmed thai the Earle of Richemond with such bannysshed men as fled oute of Englande to hvm were nowe arryued in Wales, and that all thynges necessarie to his enterprice were vnprouided, vnpurueyed and verie weake, nothynge mete to withstande the powre of suche as the kyng had apoynted to resist him. This rumour so enflated his minde, that in maner disdeignyng to here speke of so poore a compaignye, determined at the first to take lytle or no reuarde to this so small a sparcle, declarynge the earle to be innocente, and vnwyse because that he temerariously attempted suche a greate enterprice with so small and thynne a nombru of Warlyke persones, and therefore he gaue a definityue sentence, that when he came to that poynte that he shoulde be compelled to fight agaynst his will, he eyther shoulde be apprehended a lyue, or elles by all likelyhode he shoulde of necessite come to a shamefull confusion, and that he trusted to be shortely done by Sir Walter Harbert and Rice ap Thomas, whiche then ruled Wales with egall powre and lyke aucthoritee. But yet he reuoluynge and castvnge in hys mynde that a small warre begonne and wynked at and not regarded, maye tourne to a greate broyle and tumulteous trouble, and that yt was prudente pollecre not to asperne and disrleyne the lytle small powre and weakenes of the ennemye, be it ncuer so small, thought it necessarye to prouyde for after clappes that might happen, and chaunce. Wherefore he sent to Ihon duke of Norfolke, Henry earle of Northumberlande, Thomas Earle of Surrey and to other of hys especiall and trusty frendes of the nobilite, whyche he iuclged muche move to preferre and esteme his wealthe and honoure then their awne riches and priuate commodite, wyllynge theim to mustre and viewe all their seruauntes and tenentes, and to elect' and choose the moost courageous and actiue persones of tlie whole nomber, and with theim to repaire to his presence with all spede and diligence. Also he wrote to Robert Brakenbury Lieutenaunt of the towre, commaundynge hym with his powre to come to his armye and to brynge with hym as felowes in armesSir Thomas Burchier and sir Walter llungerforde and diuerse other knightes and esqtiiers in whome he had cast no small suspicion. While he was thus ordrynge his affaires, tydynges came that the Earle of Richemond was passed Seuerne and come to Shrewsbury without any cletrymente or encornbreaunce. At which message he was sore moued and broyled with Melancolve and doloure and cried out, askynge vengeaunce of iheim that contrarye to their othe and promes had fraudulently deceaued hym. For wbyclie cause he bcganne to haue diffidence in other, in so muche that he determined hym sclfe oute of hande thesame daye to occurre and resyste hys aduersaries, And in all haste sente oute explorators to viewe and espie what waie his enemies kept and passed. They dilygentely doynge their dewtie, shortely after retourned, declarynge to the kyng that the Earle was encamped at the toune of Lichfelde. When he had perfighte knowledge where the Earle with his armye was soiournynge, he hauynge continuall repaire of his subiectes to hym, beganne in contynently withoute delaie to marshall and collocate in order his battailes (lyke a valyaunt capteine and polletiqne leader) and firste he made his battayles to set forward foure and foure in a ranke, marchynge towarde that waie where his enemyes as was to him reported entended to passe. In the myddle parte of the armye he appoynted the trafficke and cariage apperteignynge to the armye. Then he (enuironed with his satellytes and yomen of the crowne) with a frownynge countenaunce and truculente aspect mounted on a greate white courser, folowed with his footemen, the wynges
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 413 wynges of horsemen coastynge and rangynge on euery syde: And kepyng this araye, he \vith greate pompe entred the toune of Lecester after the sonne set. The Earle of Rychuioiuie reised his campe and departed from Lychefelde to the towne of Tomwoorth tberto nere adioynynge, and in the myd waye passynge, there saluted hym Sir Walter Hungerforde and Sir Thomas Burchier knightes and dynerse other whiche yelded and submitted theim selfes to his pleasure. For they beynge aduertised that kynge Richarde had theim in suspicion and gealosye, a lytle beyonde stony stratforde left and forsooke preuely their. Capteyne Robert Brakenbury, and by nocturuall wandryng, and in maner by vnknowen pathes and vncerleine waies searchyng, at the last came to the earle Henry. Diuerse other noble personages whiche inwardely hated, kynge Richard worsse then a toade or a serpent, lykewyse resorted to him wyth all their powre and strength. There happened in this progression to the Earle of Richmond a straunge chaunce worthy to be noted: for albeit that he was a man of haute and valyaunte courage, and that his army encreased, and dayly more £ more he waxed puysaunt & stronger, yet he was not a lytle afeard because he in no wise could be assured of his father inlawe Thomas Lorde Stanley, whiche for feare of the distinction of the Lorde straunge his sonne (as you- haue heard) as yet enclyned to neyther partie. For yf he had gone to the Earle, and that notefied to kynge llychard, his sonne had shortely been executed. Wherefore syth the earles feare sprange not of nothynge, he accompaignyed with twenty lyght horsemen lyngered in his journey as a man disconsolate, musyng and ymagenynge what was best to be done. And the more to aggrauate his melancoly pensyuenes, yt was , shewed hyrn that kynge Rycharde was at hand with a stronge powre and a populous armye. Whyle he thus pensyue dragged behynde his hoost, the whole armye came before the toune of Tomwoorth, and when he for the depe darcknes coulcle not perceaue the steppes of theim that passed on before, and had wandred 'hether and thether, sekynge after his compaignie and yet. not once hearyngc any noyse or whysperynge of theim, he dyuerted to a very lytle village beynge aboute. iii. myles-from his armye, ta kynge greate thought and tnuche fearynge least he should be espied, and so trapped by kynge Rychardes skoute watche. There he . taried all nyght, not once auenturynge to aske or demaunde a question of any creature, he . heynge no more amased wyth the ieopardye and perell that was passed, then wyth this prefente chaunce, sore feared that it shoulde bee a prognosticacion or prodygall sygne of some infortunate plague afterward to succede. As he was not merye beynge absent from hys compaignie, lykewyse his armie rnuche marueled and no lesse mourned for hys sodeyne and intempestious absence. The next morenynge early in the dawnynge.of the daye he retourned, and by the conduyte of good fortune espied and came to his armie, excusynge hym selfe, not to haue gone oute of hys waye by ignoraunce, but for a pollecie deuyscd for the nones he went from his campe to receaue some glad message from certeyne of his preuy frendes and secret alies. This excuse made, he preuely departed agayn from his host to the toune of Aderstone, where the/. lord Stanley and sir William his-brother with their bandes were abidynge. There the Earle came lirste to his fatherinlawe in a lytle close, where he saluted hym and Sir William his. brother, and after diuerse congratulations and -many frendely embracynges, cache reioysed of the state of other, and sodeinly were surprised with great ioye, comfort and hope of fortunate successe in ail the;r affaires and doynges. Afterward they consulted together liowe. to geue battaiie to kynge Richarde if he woulde abide, whome they knewe not to be farre of with an iiouge army. In the euenynge of thesame daye sir Ihon Sauage, Sir Bryan Sanforde, Sir Symon Digby and many other, leuyng kyng Richarde, turned and came to the pane of the erle of Richmond with an elect company of men. Whiche refusall of kyng Richardes parte by men of suche experience, did augment and cncreaee bothe the good hope, and the puissaunce of the erle of Richmond. In the mean ceason kyng Richard (whiche was appoynted nowe.to finyshe his lastlaboure by the very deuyne Justice and prouidence of God, which called him to condigne punyshemcntefor his scelerate merites and myscheueous desertes) marshed to a place mete for twoo.. battayles
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    THE. IIJ. YERE OF battay!e~ to encoyntre by a village called Bosworth, not fair? from Leycester, and there he pitched i;:s felde, refreshed bis souldioures and toke his rest. The fame went that he had the ngRUsame-nighf, a dreadful & a terrible dreame, for it semed to hym beynge islej.u y he sa-.ve di, -hard the. uerse yma.,,.:, lyke terrible deuelles vvhiche pulled and haled hym, not sufferynge hym to take any quyet or rest. The whiche straunge vision not so sodeinly strake his heart with a sodevne feare, but it stuffed his hed and troubled his naynde with many dreadfull and busy Iina^i-iacions. For incontynent after, his heart beynge almost damped, he prognosticated before the doubtfull chaunce of the battaile to come, not vsynge the alacrite and myrth of mynde and of countenaunce as he was accustomed to do before he came toward the battaile. And least that it might be suspected that he was abasshed for feare of his enemyes, -and for that cause looked so piteously, he recyted and declared to hys i'amylyer frendes in the morenynge hys wonderfull visyon and terrible dreame. But I thynke this was no dreame, but a punccion and pricke of his synfull conscience, for the conscience is so muche more charged and aggrauate as the offence is greater & more heynous in degre, whiche prycke of conscience ailHiough it strike not all waye, yet at the last daie of extreme life it is wont to shewe and represent to vs our faultes and offences and the paynes and punishementes whicii han
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 415 cancarde enemies & insidious aduersaries, by whose prudet & politikc cousaiil 1 liaue so gouerned my realm, people & subiectes, y I haue omitted nothing apperteinig to y office of a iuste price, nor you haue prelermittted nothing belogyng to y duty of wise & sage counsailers. So y I may saie & truely affirme, that your approued fidelite & tried constancy^, maketh me to beleue firmelv & tliinke, y I am an vndoubted kyng Si an indubitate prince. And although in y adepcion & obteinyng of y GaHade, I being seduced & prouoked by sinister cousail and diabolical temptacio did commyta facynerous and detestable acte. Yet I haue with strayte penaunce and salte terycs (as I trust) expiated and clerely purged the same ofience, which abhominable crime I require you of frendsliip as clerely to forget, as I dayly do remember to deplore and lament thesanie, yf you wil now diligently call to reinembraunce in what case and perplexitie we no\ve stand, and in what doubtfull perell we be now intricked? I doubt not but you in hart will tiiinke and with mouth confesse, that yf euer atnitic and faythe preuailed betwene prince and subiectes or betwene subiecte and subiecte:. or yf euer bond of allegians obliged the vassal to lone and seme his nattirall souercignelorde, oryf any obligation of dewtie bound any prince to ayde and defcnde his subiectes? All these loues, bondes and deuties of necessite are this daie to be experimented, shewed and put in experiece. For if wyse men say trew, there is some pollycie in gettyng, but much more in kepyng. The one beyng but fortunes chaunce, and the other high wyt and pollicie, for whiche cause, I with you: and you with me, must nedes this daye take labour and payne to kepe and defend with force, that preheminence & possession which by your prudent deuises I haue gotten and obteyned. I dought not but you know, howe the rfeuel continual! enemie to humane nature, disturber of concorde and sower of sedicion, hath entered into the harteof an vnknowen Welshman, (whose father I neuer knew nor hytn personally sawe) excitynge him to aspire and couet oure realme, crowne and dignitie, and thereof clerely to depryue and spoyle vs and = our posterite: ye se farther how a compaigne of traytors, thefes, outlawes and ronnegatcs of ourawne nacion be ayders & partakers of his feateand enterprise, redy at hand to ouercomme and oppresse vs: You se also, what a nober of beggerly Britons & i'aynte harted Frenchmen be with hym arriued to distroy vs our wyfes and children. Wiiich Imminent rnischifcs & a-pparaunt iricouenientes, if we wil withstood & refel, we must Hue to getber like brethorn, right together like lids, & feare not to dye together lykc men. And obseniyng and kepyng this rule and precept, beleue me, the fearefull hare neuer tied faster before the gredy greyhoud, nor y sylye larke before f sparow hauke, nor the symple shepe before the rauenous wolfe, then your proud bragging aduersaries astoned Si amused with y only sight of your manly visages, will flee, ronne & skyr out of the fclde. For yf yow consider and wisely ponder al things in your minde, you shall perceyue that we hane manifesto causes, and apparent tokens of triumph and victorie. And to begyn with the earle of Richmond Captaine of this rebellion, he is a Welsh mylkesoppe, a mil of small courage and of lesse experience in marcyall acres and feates of warr. brought vp by my brothers meanesand myne like a cnptiue in a close cage in the court of Fraunccs duke of Britaine, and neuer saw arnaie, nor uas exercised in marcial affaires, by reason whereof he neither can nor is able on his awne will or experience to girydeor rule an Iioste. For in the wyt and pollccie of the capitaine. consisteth the chefe adeption of the victory and ouerture of the enemyes. Secondarely fcare not and put a way all doubles, for when y traitors & runagates of our realme, shall aee vs \V banner displaied come against them, remebryng there oth promise & fidelitie made vnto vs, as to ther soucreigne lord & anoynted kyng, they shal be so pricked & stimulate in y botome of there scrupulous consciences y they for very remorce & dread of fy diuine plage will either shamefully tlye, or humbly submitte them selfes to our grace and marcie. And as for the Frenshtue & Brylons, there valiiitnes ys suche, y our noble progenitors & your valiaunt paretes, haue them oftener va.quished & ouercome in one moneth, then they in y beginnyng imagened possible to copasse & fynishe in a hole yere. What wil you make of the, braggers wout audacite, dronkards \vout discrescion, rybaudes wout reason, cowardes wout resistyng & in conclusion y most 1 effeminate
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    416 THE. HJ. YERE OF effeminate & lasciuious people, y cuer shewed them selfes in Frunt of battaile, ten tymes .more coragious to fly & escape then ons to assaut y brest of our stronge & populous army. Wherfore, consideryng al these auautages, expell out of your thoughts all doutes & avoide out of your mindes alleare, & like valiaunt chapions auauce furth your standards, & assaye whither your enemies can decide & trie y title of battaile by dent of swerde, auaunce (I say a^aine) forward my captains, in whom lacketh neither pollicie wisdome nor puissaunce. Enery one gyue but one suer stripe, & suerly ,y iorney is ours. What preuayleth a had full to a hole realme: desiryng you for y loue y you beare to me, & y afteccion y you haue to your natitie«nd naturall coutrey, & to y sauegard of your prince £ your self, y you wyil this day take to you your aecustumed corage, & couragious spirites for y defence & saue.gferd of vs all. And as for me, I assure you, this day I wil triiiphe by glorious victorie, or suffer death for immortal fame. For thei be maihmeed & out of y palice of fame disgraded, dieg wout renoune, which do not as much preferre & exalte y perpetual honor of their natiue coutrey, as ther awne mortal &,transitorie life. Now sent George to borowe, let vs set forward, & remeber well y I am he which shall \v high auaunceroeiii.es, rewards & preferre y valiaunt & hardy chapions, & punishe and turmeut the shameful cowardes & dreadfull dastardes. This exhortacion encouraged all such as fauoured him, but suche as were present' more for dreade then loue, kissed the openly, whome they inwardely hated, other swure outwardely to take part with suche, -whose death they secreteiy compassed and .inwardly imagened, other promysed toinuade.the kynges enemies, whiche fled and fought with fyrce courage against the kyng: other stode stil & Joked on, entcndynge to take part \V the .victors and ouercouimers: So was his people to him vnsure and vnfaithfull at his • ende, as-he was to his nephewes vntrevv and vnnaturall in his beginnyng. When therle of Richmond knew by his ford ders that the king was so nere embattayled, lie rode about his armye, from ranke to ranke, from wyng to wyng, geuyng comfortable wordes to all men, and that finyshed (beyng armed at. all peces sauynge his helmet) mounted on a lytell hyll so that all his people myghtse .and beholde hytn perfitly to there great reioysyng: For he was a man of no great stature, but so formed and decorated with all gyftes and lyniamentes of nature that he seined more an angelical creature then a terrestriall per•sonage, his coutenaunce and aspecte was cherefull and couragious, hisheare yelow lyke the burnished golde, his eyes gray shynynge and quicke, prompte and ready in iuinswerynge, but of suche sobrietie that it collide neuer be Judged vrhyther he were more dull then quicke in speakynge (such was hys temperaunce.) And when he had ouer loked hys army ouer euery syde, he.pawsed a while, and after with a lowde voyce and bolde spirite spake to his compaignions these or lyke wordes folowyng. If euer GOD gaue victorie to men fightynge in aiust quarell? or yf he euer ayded such as Ina(^e warre for'tlie welthe and tuicion of ther awne naturall and nutritiue countrey? or if he euer succoured themwhyche aduentured there lyues for the relefe of innocentes, sup.pressynge of malefactores and apparaunt offenders ? No doubt my felowes and frendes, but he of hys bountefull goodnes wyll this daye sende vs triumphaunt victorye and a- lackey iourney ouer our prowde enemyes, and arrogant aduersaries: for yf you remember and consider the very cause of our iust quarell3you shall apparantlye perceyue the same to be trewe, Godly, and vertuous. In the whiche I double not but GOD wyll rather ayde vs (ye and fyght for vs) then se vs vanquished and profligate by suche as neyther feare hym nor his lawes, .nor yet regarde Justice or honestie. Our cause is so iuste that no enterprice can be of more vertue, bothe by the lawesdiuine and ciuile, for what can be a more honest, goodly -.or Godly quarell then to fight agaynste a Capitayne, -beynge an homicide and murderer of hys awne bloude and progenye? An extreme destroyer of hys nobylytie, and to hys and oure countrey and the poore subiectes of the same, a deadly malle, a fyrye brande and a burden vntollerable? besyde hym, consyder who be of his bande and compaignye, suche as by murthcr and vntreuthe committed agaynste there awne kynne and lynage, ye agaynste theyr Pry nee and souereygne JLorde haue disheryted me and you and wrongefully deteyne and ^ vsurpe
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 417 vsurpe ouer lawefull patrymonye and lyneall inherytaunce. For he that calleth hym selfe kynge, kepcth from me the Crowne and regymente of this noble realme and countrey contrarye to all justice and equitie. Lykevvyse, hys mates and frendes occupie your landes, cult downe your woddes and destroy your manners, letting your wifes and children range a brode for their liuyng: which persones for ther penaunce and punishment I double not but GOD of his goodnes will eyther deliuer into our handes as a great gayne and booty, or cause them beinge greued and compuncted with the pricke of ther corrupt consciences cowardely to flye and not abyde the battaill: besyde this I assure you that there be yonder iu that great battaill, men brought thither for feare and not for loue, souldiours by force compelled and not w goodwill assembled: persons which desyer rather the destruction then saluacion of ther master apd captayn: And fynally a multitude: wherof the most part will be our frendes and the lest part our enemies. P'or truely I dout vvhiche is greater the malice of the souldiours towarde there captain, or the feare of hym conceyued of his people: for suerly this rule is infallible, that as il men daily couyte to destroy the good, so God appoynteth the good to confounde the yll, and of all worldly goodes the greatest is, to suppresse tirauntes, and releue innocences, wherof the one is euer as muche hated asy other is beloued. If this be true (as clerkes preche) who will spare younder tyraunt Richard duke of Gloucester vntrewely callyng hym self kyng, considering that he hath violated, and broken both the lawe of God & man, what yertue is in him which was the confusion of hys brother and murtherer of his nephewes, what mercy is in him that slcythe hys trustie frendes aswell as his extreme enemies: Who can haue confides in him which putteth diffidens in all me. Yf you haue not redde, I haue hard of clerckes saie, yTarquyney proude for the vice of the body lost the kyngdome of Rome, and the name of Tarquyne bannyshed the Citee for eutr: yet was not his fault so detestable" as the facte of cruel Nero, which slew his awne mother and opened her entrayles to be holde the place of his conception. Behoh'e younder Ilicharde whiche is bothe Tarquine and Nero: Yea a tyraut more then Nero, for he hath not only murdered his nephewe beyng his kyng and souereigne lord, bastarded his noble brethern and defamed the wombe of his verteous and womanly mother, but also cornpased all the meanes and vvaies y he coulde inuent how tostuprate and carnally know his awne nece vnder the pretence of a cloked matrimony, whiche ludy I haue sworne and promised to take to my make and wyfe as you all know and beleue. If this cause be not iuste, and this quarel Godly, let God the geuer of vyctorie iudge and determine. We haue (thankes be'geuen to Christ) escaped y secrete treasons in Brytaine, and auoyded the subtyll snares of our fraudulet enemies there, passed the troublous sees in good and quiet sauegarde, & with out resistence haue penetrate the ample region and large countrey of Wales, and are now comme to the place which we so much dcsyred, for long we haue sought the furious bore, and now we haue found him. Wherfore, let vs not feare to enter in to the toyle where we may suerly sley hym, for God knoweth y we haue liued in the vales of myserie, tossynge oure shippes in daungerous storrnes: let vs not now dread to set vp onr &ailes in fayre wether hauyng with vs bothe hym and good fortune. If we had cotne to conquer Wales and had acheued it, our praise had bene great, and our gayne more: butyf we wyn this battaill, y hole riche realme of England with the lordes and rulers of the same shall be cures, the profit shall be cures and the honour shall be oures. Therfore labour for your gayne and swet for your right: while we were in Brytaine we had small liuynges and lytle plentye of wealth or welfare, now is the time come to get abundaunce of riches and copie of profit which is the rewarde of your seruice and merite of your payne. And this remeber with your selues, that before vs be our ennemies, and on ether syde of vs be suche as I neither suerly trust, nor greatly beleue, backwarde we cannot fly: So that here we stande like shepe in a folde circumcepted and copassed betwene our enemies and our doubtful frendes. Therefore let all feare be set a syde and lyke sworne brethern let vs ioyne in one, for this day shalbe thende of our trauayle and the gaine of our labour eyther by honorable death or famous victory: And as 1 trust, the battaill shall 3 H not
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    418 THE. IIJ. YERE OF not be so sowre as y profyt shalbe svvete. Remember y victorie is not gotten with the multitude of men, but with the courages of hartes and valiauntnes of myndes. The smaller that our nombre is, the more glorie is to vs yf we vanquishe, if we be ouercome, yet no laude is to be attributed, to the victors, consyderyng that. x. men fought agaynst one: and yf we dye so glorious a death in so good a quarell, nether fretyng tynne, nor cancarding obliuid shal be able to obfuscate or race out of the boke of fame ether our names or our Godly attempt. And this one thyng I assure you, that in so iuste and good a cause, and so notable a quarell, you shall fynde me this daye, rather a dead canon vppon the coold grounde, then a fre prisoner on a carpet in a laydes chamber. Let vs therfore fight like inuincible gyantes, & set on our enemies like vntimerous Tigers & banish all feare like raping lions. And now auauce forward trew men against traytors, pitifull persones against murtherers, trew inheritors against vsurpers, y skorges of God against tirautes, display my banner with a good courage, marche furth like strong & robustious champions, & be

  

  
    Page 428
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.53% accurate
    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 413 set on so sharpely at the first Brout y he ouerthrew therles standarde, and slew Sir William Brandon his standarde bearer (whiche was father to sir Charles Brandon by kynge Hery y" viii. created duke of Suffolke) and matched hand to hand w sir Ihon Cheinye, a man of great force & strength which would haue resisted him, & the saied Ihon was by him manfully ouerthrowen, and so he making open passage by dent of swerde as he went forward, therle of Richmond with stode his violence and kept him at the swerdes poincte without auantage longer then his compaignions other thought or iudged, which beyng> almost in dispaire of victorie, were sodainly recomforted by Sir William Stanley, whiche came to succours with. iii. thousand tall men, at whiche very instant kynge Richardes men were dryuen backe and fledde, and he him selfe manfully fyghtynge in the mydell of his enemies was slayne and brought to his death as he worthelyhad deserued. In the meane season therle of Oxforde with the aide of the Lord Stanley, after no long fight disconfited the forward of king Rychard, whereof a greate nomber were slayne in the chace and flight, but the greatest nomber whiche (compelled by feare of the kyng and not of there mere voluntarie mocion) came to the feld, gnue neuer a stroke, and hauyng no harme nor domage sanely departed, whiche came not thyther in hope to se the kynge prosper and preuaile, but to here that he shoulde be shamefully confounded and brought to ruyne. In this battaill died fewe aboue the nomber of a 'thousande persones : And of the nobilitie were slayne Ihon Duke of Norfolke, whiche was warned by dy tiers to refrayne from the felde, in so much that the nyghte before he shoulde set forwarde towarde the kynge, one wrote on his gate. lack of Norffolke be not to bolde For Dykon thy master is bought and solde. Yet all this notwithstandynge he regarded more his othe his honour and promyse made to king Richard, lyke a gentleman and a faythefull subiecte to his prince absented not him selfe from hys mayster, but as he faythefully lyued vnder hym, so he manfully dyed with hym to hys greate fame and lawde. There were slayne besyde him Water lorde Ferrers of Chartley, Sir Rychard Ratclyffe, and Robert Brakenburie Leutenaunt of the Tower and not many gentlemen mo. Sir Willyam Catesbey learned in the lawes of the realme, and one of the cheffe counsailers to the late king, with diuers other were. ii. daies after behedded at Leycester. Amongest them that ran away were Sir Fraunces Vicount louell and Humfrey Stafford and Thomas Stafford his brother which toke sanctuary in saynct Ihones at Gloucester. Of captiues and prysoners there was a greate nomber, for after the death of kynge Rycharde was knowen and publyshed, euery man in manner vnarmynge hym selfe and castynge a waye his abilimentes of warre, mekely submitted them seltes to the obeyssaunce and rule of therle of Richemond: of the whiche the more parte had gladly so done in the beginnynge yf they myght haue conueniently escaped from kyng Richardes espialles, whiche hauynge as clere eyes as lynx and as open eares as Mydas raged and serched in euery quarter. Amongest these was Henry the. iiii. erle of Northumberlande, whiche whither it was by the commaundement of kyng Rycharde puttynge diffidence in him, or he dyd it for the loue & fauor that he bare vnto the Earle, stode still with a greate compaignie & intermitted not in the battaill, whiche was incontinently receyued in to fauour and made of the counsail. But Thomas Haward erle of Surrey whiche submitted hym selfe ther, was not taken to grace by cause his father was cheffe cousailer & he greatly familiar with kyng Richard, but comitted to the Tower of Londo, where he long remained & in conclusion deliuered, & for his treuth and fidelity after promoted to high honors offices & dignites. On therle of Richmods part were slaine scace one hundred persones, amongest whome the pryncipall was Sir William Brandon his standard bearer. This battaill was fought at Bosworth in Leycester shire the. xxii. daye of August in the yere of our redempcion a. M. CCCC. Ixxxvi. the hole conflicte endured lyttell aboue two howres. Kyng Richard as the fame went might haue escaped and gotten sauegarde by fli3 H 2 ynge. ••*.
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    420 THE. II J. YERE OF ynge. For when they which were next about his person saw and perceyued at the first ioyiiyng of the battaill the souldiours faintly and nothing couragiously to set on their enemies, and not only that, but also that some wdrewe them selfes pryuely out of the prease and departed. They began to suspect fraude and to smell treason, and not only exhorted but determinatly aduysed hym to saue hym selfe by flyght : and when the losse of the battayle was imminent and apparante, they brought to hym a swyfte and a light horse to conuey hym away. He which was not ignorant of y grudge & yll will y the como people bare toward him, casting awaye all hope of fortunate successe & happy chauce to come, answered (as men saye) that on that daye he woulde make an end of all battailes or els ther finish his lyfe. Suche a great audacitie & such a stowte stomake reigned in his body, for suerly he knew y to be the day in the which it should be decided & determined whither he should peaseably obteyne & enioye his kingdom duryng his life, or els vrterly for go & be depryued of thesame, with which to much hardines he beyng ouercotne hastely closed his helmett, and entered fiercely in to the hard battail, to thentent to obteine that day a quiet reigne & regiment or els to finishe there his vnquiet life £ vnfortunate gouernauce. And so this miser at y same Very poinct had like chaunce & fortune, as happeneth to suche whiche in place of right Justice £ honesty folowyng ther sensuall appetite, loue, vse, and embrace, mischiefe, tiranny, and vnthriftines. Suerly these be examples of more vehemencye then mans tonge can expresse, to feare and astune suche yuell persones as wil not lyue one houre vacant fro doyng and exercisyng crueltie myschiefe or outragious liuyng. When therle had thus obteigned victorie and slain his mortal enemie, he kneled doune and rendred to almightie God his harty thakes w deuoute £ Godly orisons, besechyng his goodnes to sende hym grace to auaunce & defende the catholike fayth & to mayntaine iustice & cocorde amogest his subiectes & people, by God now to his gouernauce comitted & assigned: Which praier finyshed, he replenyshed w incomperable gladnes, ascended vp to the top of a littell mountaine, where he not only praysed & lawded his valiaunt souldiours, but also gaue vnto theim his harty thankes, wpromyse of codigne recompence for their fidelite & valiaut factcs, willing £ commaundyng al the hurt & wouded persones to be cured, and the dead carcases to be deliuered to y sepulture. Then y people reioysed & clapped hades criyng vp to heauen, kyng Henry, kyng Henry. When the lord Stanley sawe the good; will and gratuite of the people he toke the crowne of kynge Richard which was founde amongest the spoyle in the felde, and set it on therles bed, as though he had byne elected king by the voyce of the people as in auncient tymes past in diuers realmes it hath been accustomed, and this was the first signe and token of his good lucke and felicite. I must put you here in rememhraunce how that kynge Richarde puttynge some diffidence in the lord Stanley, which had w hym as an hostage, the lorde straunge his eldest sonne, which lord Stanley as you hauc hearde before ioyned not at the firste with his sonne in lawes armye, for feare that kynge Rycharde woulde haue slayne the Lorde Straunge his heyre. When kynge Rychardc was come to Boswoorth, he sent a purseuaut to the lord Stanley, commaundyng hym to auaunce forward with hys compaignie and to come to his presence, whiche thynge yf he refused to do, he sware by Christes passion that he woulde stryke of his sonnes hedde before he dined. The lorde Stanley aunswered the pursiuaunt that yf the kynge dyd so, he had more sonnes a lyue, and as to come to hym he was not then so determined: when kynge Richarde harde this aunswere he commauncled the lorde Straunge incontinent to be behedded, whiche was at that very same season when both the armyes had sight eche of other. The counsaillers of kyng Rychard pondering the time and the cause, knowynge also the Lorde Slraunge to be iunocente of his fathers 'offence, perswaded the kynge that it was now time to fight and not time to execucion, aduisynge him to kepe the Lorde Straunge as a prisoner till the battayll were ended, and then at Leyser his pleasure might be accomplished.    So as God woulde kynge Rycharde enfrynged hys holy othe, and the Lorde was deliuered to the kepers of the kynges tentes to be kept as a prisoner, whyche when the felde was done and their master slayne and proclamation made to knowe were the childe was, they
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    KYNG RICHARD THE. IIJ. 421 they submitted them selfes as prysoners to the Lord Straunge, and he gently receyued them and brought them to the newe proclamed king, where of him and of his Father he was receyued with greate ioye and gladnes. After this the hole campe remoued with bagg and baggage and thesame nyght in the euenyng kynge Henry with great Pompe came to the towne of Leycester. Where aswell for the refreshynge of his people and souldioures as for preparynge all thynges necessarie for hys Journey towarde London, he rested and reposed hym selfe twoo dayes. In the meane season the deade corps of kynge Rycharde was as shamefully caryed lo the towne of Leycester as he gorgiously the daye before with pompe and pryde departed owte of the same towne. For his bodye was naked and despoyled to the skyne, and nothynge left aboue hym not so nmche as a clowte to couer hys pryue members, and was trussed behynde a persiuaunt of armes called blaunche senglier or whyte bore, lyke a hogge or a calfe, the hed and armes hangynge on the one syde of the horse, and the legges on the other syde, and all by spryncled with myre and bloude, was brought to the gray fryers church within the toune, and there laie lyke a miserable spectacle: but suerly consyderyng his mischeuous actes and Facinorous doynges, men may worthely wonder at such a caytiue, and in the sayde church he was with no lesse funeral pompe, and solempnitie enterred, then he woulde to be done at the beryng of his innocent nephiwes whome he caused cruellie to be murthered and vnnaturally to be quelled. When his death was knowe, few lamented, & many reioysed, f proude braggyng white bore (whiche was his badge) was violently rased and plucked doune from euery signe and place where it myght be espied, so yll was his lyfe that men wished the memorie of hym to be buried with his carren corps : He reigned, ii. yeres- ii. monethes and one daie. As he was small and litle of stature so was he of body greately deformed, the one shoulder ^nofiTiT higher then the other, his face small but his cotenaunce was cruel, and such, that a man at ]pchardy"f the first aspect would Judge it to sauor and smel of malice, fraude, and deceite: when he'"1 stode musing he would byte and chaw besely his nether lippe, as who sayd, that his fyerce nature in his cruell body alwaies chafed, slurred and was euer vnquiete: beside that, the dagger thathe ware he would when he studied with his hand plucke vp and downe in the shethe to the middes, neuer drawing it fully out, his wit was pregnaunt, quicke and redy, wyly to fayneand apte to dissimule, he had a proud mynde and an arrogat stomacke, the whiche accompaignied him to his death, whiche he rather desyrynge to suffer by dent of swerde, then beynge forsaken and destitute of his vntrewe compaignions, woulde by coward flight preserueand saue his vncertaine liffe: Whiche by malice, sickenes or condigne punishment might chaunce shortly after to come to confusion. Thus ended this prince his mortall life with infamie and dishonor, whiche neuer preferred fame or honestie before ambicion tyranny and myschiefe. And yf he had continued still Protectoure and suffered his nephewes to haue lyued and reigned, no doubt but the realme had prospered and he muche praysed and beloued as he is nowe abhorred and vilipended, but to God whiche knewe his interior cogitacions at the bower of his deathe I remitte the punishment of his offences committed in his lyfe. THE
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    423 T1IK FIRST YERE OF f~ ;V . THE POLITIQUE GOUERNAUNCE OF KYNG HENRY THE. VII. /CONSIDERING now that I haue sufficiently declared what mischief kyngRichard the third \~J wrought with in this realme after y death of his noble brother kyng Edward the fourth: and how the nobilite of his kyngdom maligned and conspired against him, and abandoned and left him inmaner desolaie at the day of his most nede & tribulacio: Also how miserable he ended his lyfe at y toune of Bosworth, and how vnreueretly he was enterred at y toune of Leicestre which I doubt not but is sufficiently declared vnto you. And now only resteth to shewe you what happened after his fall and confusion to him, that both vanquished £ depriued him from his princely powre & royall dignitie. When kyng Henry had not only obteyned this triumphant battaile at the plain of Boswoorth against his malicious enemy kyng Richard, but also by the glorious victorie gatt the diademe and possession of thestate royall and princely preheminence of this famous Empire and renoumed kyngdome. He hauyng both the ingenious forcast of the subtyl serpent, and also fearyng the burning fire like an infant that is a litle synged with a small flame: and farther vigilantly forseyng & prudently prouidyng for doubles that might accidentally ensue: deuysed, stadyed and compassed to extirpate and eradicate all interior sedicious £ appa,rant presumpcions whiche might moue any tumulteous route or sedicious coniuracion against him within his realme in tyme to come. And to obsist the first likely mischiefe, he sent before his departure from Leycestre Sir Robert wylloghby knight to the rnaner of Sheryhutton in the county of Yorke, for Edward plantagenet Erie of Warwike sonne and heire to George duke of Clarece then beyng of the age of. xv. yeres, whom kyng Richard had kept there as a prisoner durynge the tyme of his vsurped reigne. And surely y kyng was not afeard without a cause, for he much mistrusted least by this youg man, some euill disposed and enuious persones of his glory and auauncemet might inuent some new occasion of renuyng of battaill against him, which beyng euen from his infancy with many encombrances and troubles vexed £ endaungered, desired nothyng more hartely then nowe to lyue in quyetnes, peace and tranquilite. Sir Robert willoghby accordynge to hys commission receaued of the conestable of the castle the Erie Edward, and him conueighed to London, where the youngelynge borne to perpetuall calamitie was incontynent in the towre of London putt vndre safe £ sure custody. There was beside him in thesame Castell of Sheryhutton the lady Elizabeth eldest daughter to kyng Edward, whom kyng Richard foolyshly phantasiyng and deuelyshly dotynge did entencle to mary as you before haue heard, but the damosell dyd not alonly disagre and repudiate that matrimony, but abhorred and detested greatly his abhominable desyre. At whiche most importunate and detestable cocupiscence, thecomon people of the realme so much grudged and maligned that they did not only attribute y faute & cryme to the kyng, but much more culpate £ blame his preuy coucellers which did not dissent, but consent to so pernicious a counsaill & so shamefull a conclusion: But God of his only goodnes preserued ychriste mynde of that verteous £ immaculate virgin, & from their flagicious & facinerous acte, did graciously protect and defende: The which lady not long after accopanyed with a great nombre aswell of nobleme as honorable matrones was with good spede conueighed to London and brought to her mother. In the meane ceason the kyng remoued forward by iorneyes toward London, and euen as he passed, the rusticall people on euery syde of the wayes assembled in great nombres £ with 6 great
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 423 great ioye clapped their handes & showted, criyng, kyng Henry, kyng Henry. But ivhe he approched nere the cytie, the Mayre, the Senate & the magistrates ofthesame beyng all clothed in violet, met him at Shordiche, & not only saluted and welcomed him with one voyce in generall, but euery person perticulerly preased and aduauced him selfe, gladly to louche and kysse that victorious handes whiche had ouercome so monstruous & cruell a tyraunt, geuyng laudes & praysynges to almightye God, and rendryng immortall thankes to him, by whose meane-& industry the comen wealth of the realme was preserued fro finall destruccion & perpetual calamite, and the aucthores of y mischiefe sublated & plucked awaye. And with great pompe & triumphe he roade througii the cytie to the cathedral churche of S. Paule wher he otired his. iii. standardes. In the one was theymage of S. George, in the secod was a red firye drag.5 beaten vpo white and grene sarcenet, y third was of yelowe tarterne, in thewhich wjispeinted a done kowe. After his praiers saide & Te deum song, he departed to the bishoppes palays & there soiourned a ceason, during whiche time, playes, pastymes & pleasures were shewed in euery parte of the cytie. And to thentent that their good mynd toward God should not be put in obliuion, they caused general processios solemply to be celebrate to rendre and yelde to God their creator & redemer their liartye and humble thankes whiche had deliuered them fro miserable captiuite & restored them to libertie and fredome. I3esyde this, they that fauoured and loued the kyng were inwardly ioyons to se & perceaue that their aduersaries and back t'rendes were all redy or like to be suppeditate & ouerthrowen. When these solempnities & gratifications were done & passed : accordyng as other kynges had been accustomed, he cogregated together the sage councelers of his realme, in which coiisail like a prince of iust faith and true of promes, detesting all intestine & cyuel hustU • lite, appointed a daye to ioyne in matrimony ylady Elizabeth heyre of the house of \orke, with his noble personage heyre to y" lyne of Lancastre : whiche thyhg not onely reioysed and comforted the hartes of the noble and gentlemen of the realme, but also gayned thefauour& good myndes of all the comen people, much extollyng and praysyng the kynges constant tidelyte and his polletique deuyce, thinkyng surely that the daye was now come that the seede of tumulteous faccions & the fountayne of ciuyle dissencion should be stopped, euacuate and clerely extinguished. After this he with great pompe was coueighed to Westmynster, and there the thirtye daye • of Octobre was with all ceremonyes accustomed, enoyrited & crouned kyng by the whole assent  as well of the comons as of the nobilite, . & was named kyng Henry the. vij. of that name, which was in the yere of our redempcion. M. cccc. Ixxxvi. Frederyke the. iii. then beynge Emperouv of Almayne, Maximilian his sonne then beynge newely elected kyng of Romanes, Charles the. viij. reignyng ouer the Frenche nacion, & lames the iij. rulyng the realme of Scotland. Which kyngdorne he obteyned & enioyed as a thyng by .God elected. & prouided, and by his especiall fauoure & gracious aspccte compassed and acheued. In so tnuche that me comonly reporte that. vii. C. xcvii. yeres passed, it was by a heauenly voyce reueled to Cadwalader last kyng of Brytons that his stocke and progeny should reigne in this land and beare domynion agayn: Wherupo most men were persuaded in their awne opinion that by this heauenly voyce he was prouided & ordeyned longe before to enioye and obteine this kyngdom, whiche thing kyng Henry the. vi. did also she we before asyou haue heard declared. Wherefore he beynge by right and iust tytle of temporal inheritaunce, & by prouision of deuyne purueyaiice thus crouned and proclaimed kyng: First of all vsyng the antique example of the Athenienses, whiche is to perdon and put out of memory all crymes and offences before tyme agaynst hym or his lawes perpetrated or coinitted, he called his high court of parliainet at Westmynster the. vii. daye of Nouembre for thestablishyng of all thinges aswell cocernyng the preseruacion and maintenance of his royal person, as the admynistracion of justice and preferment of the conion wealth of this realrneand dominion, in the which he caused to be proclaimed that all men were perdoned, acquited & clerely discharged of all offences, peynes of death and execucions, and should be restored to their landes and tnoueable goodes whiche woulde submit them selfes to his clemency
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    424 THE. FIRST YERE OF mency and by othe be obliged truly to serue and obeye hym as their souereigne lorde, & who •woulde be obstinate £ refuse to returne to his parte, should be accepted and taken as a publike enemy to hym and his countrey. By reason of which proclamacion, a great notnbre that came out of diuerse sanctuaries and priuileged places obteyned grace, forgetting clerely the diuersite of faccions £ voyce of partakyng. After thia he began to remembre his especiall frendes £ fau tours, of whome some he auaunced to honoure £ dignite, £ some he enriched with possessions £ goodes, euery ma according to his desert £ merite. And to begynne, laspar his vncle Erie of Penbrooke, he created duke of Bedforde, Thomas lorde Stanley he promoted to be erle of Darby, £ y lord Chandew of Briteme his especiall frende he made erle of Bathe, Sir Gyles Dawbeney was made lorde Dawbeney, Sir Robert Willoughby was made lord Brooke which be in their degree barons and peeres of the realme. And Edward Stafford eldest son to Henry late duke of Buckingham, he restored to his name dignitie and possessions, which kyng Richard did confiscate and attaynted. Beside this in this parliamet was this notable acte assented to and concluded as foloweth. " To the pleasure of almighty God, wealth, prosperite £ suretie of this real me of England, and to the synguler comfort of all the kynges suhiectes of thesame, in aduoydyng all ambiguyties £ questions: Be it ordeyned, established and enacted by this present parliamente, that the inheritance of the croune of this realme of England and also of Fraunce with all the preheminece and dignitie royall to thesame apperteignyng and all other seigniories to the kyng belonging beyond the sea with the appurtenances therto in any wyse dewe or apperteignyng, shall rest, remayne and abyde in the most royal person of our nowe souereigne lorde kyng Henry the. vij. and in the heires of his body lawfully comyng, perpetually with the grace of God so to endure, and in none other." And beside this acte al attainders of this kyng, enacted by kyng Edward £ kyng Richard •were adnichilated, and the record of thesame adjudged to be defaced £ put out of memory, and al persons attainted for his cause £ occasion, were restored to their goodes, landes £ possessions. And in coclusion, diuerse of the actes made in the tyme of kyng Edward and kyng Richard were adnulled £ reuoked, £ other more expedient for the vtilitie of the comen wealth were subrogated and concluded. When all thynges necessary were discretely ordred and the parliament for the tyme dissolued, the kyng thought it not necessary to put in obliuion his frendes and hostages beyng beyond the sea, wherfore with all diligent celeritie he redemed the Marques Dorcet £ sir Ihon Bourchier whom he had lefte as pledges •at Parys for money there before borowed. And sent also into Flaunders for Ihon Morton •bishop of Ely. These actes perfoimned, he established in his house a graue counsaill of wyse and pollitique men, by whose Judgement, ordre £ determinacion the people might be gouerned accordyng to justice and equitie, and that all causes might be finyshed and ended there, without grea't bearyng or expence in long sute. And for hearyng £ decydynge these causes iustly and speciely, he sware of his counsaill dyuerse noble and discrete persones, whiche for their px>llecy, wit £ snguler granitic, were highly estemed and renoumed, whose names foloive, laspar duke of Bedfoorde, Ihon erle of Oxford, Thomas Stanley erle of Darby, Iho hishop of Ely, Sir Wyllyam Stanley lord Chamberleyn of his housholde, Sir Robert Willoughby, lord Brooke, lord Stuard of his houshokl, Gyles lord Dawbeney, Ihon lord Dyn ham after made tresorer of England, Sir Reignold Brey, Sir Ihon Cheiney, Sir Richard Guyldforde, Sir Richard Tunstall, Sir Richard Egecombe, Sir Thomas Louell, Sir Edward Pownynges, Sir -Ih5 Risley, with diuerse other wyse men, whiche as the tyme required he called to his coun•sayll and seruyce nowe one and nowe another. Although by this eleccion of wyse and graue councellers all thinges semed to be brought to a good £ perfight conclusion, yet there lacked a wrest to the harpeto set all the strynges in a monacordeand tune which was the matrimony to be fineshed betwene the kynge and the lady Elizabeth daughter to kyng Edward, which lyke a good prynce accordyng to his othe and promes, he did both solen>pnise and cosummate in brief tyme after, that is to saye on the
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 43$ the xviij. dave of January. By reason of whiche manage peace was thought todiscende outc of heaue into England, consideryng that the lynes of Lancastre & Yorke, being both noble families equiualet in ryches, fame and honour, were now brought into one knot and connexed together, of whose two bodyes one heyre might succede, which after their lyme should peaceably rule and enioye the whole monarchy and realme of England. These thynges thus passed, albeit that apparauntly all thynges seined to be reduced to a good poynte and set in a sure steye: Kyng Henry beyng made wyse and expert wyth troubles and myschiefes before past, remembred that it was wisedome to feare& prouidefor the craftv wyles and lurkyng trappes of his secret enemyes, remembring all me for the moost parte embrued £ exercysed in plantyng of dyuision and sowynge dissencion, can not lightely leaue their pestiferous appetite & sedicious occupacion. Wherfore, for the sauegarde and preseruacion of his awne body, he costitutecl & ordeyned a certayn nombre aswell of good archers as of diuerse other persons being hardy, strong and of agilitie to geue dailye attendaunce on his person, whome he named Yomtn of his garde, which president men thought Thc firtt' that he learned of the Frenche kyng when he was in France: For men remembre not any Yomenof kyng of England before that tyme whiche vsed such a furniture of daily souldyoures. Yet0"6"*50* forasmuche as to auoyde and eschewe all doubtfull daungers and perelles vnloked for, lytle auayleth outward warre, except there be a surestaye, and a stedfast backstande at home, aswel for the sauegard & securite, as for the good gouernauce of such as be left behynde: He therfore sommoned agayne his great courte of parliament, wherto he would that there should be elected the most prudent & grauous persons of euery countie, cytie, porteand borough, and in especiall such as he in all his daungers, calamities, miseries and tumulteous affaires, vsed, trusted and fauoured, as partakers, councelers, and compaignions both of his woo and aduersitie, and also of his triumphe & glorious victory, whose myndes and studves he perfightly knewe to be fixed and set in the poletique regiment and prudent gouernauce of the publique wealthe of his realme and dominion. Not forgettynge, but hauyng in fresh memory that he for that cause principally was so sore desyred, and instantly ealled of the Englishe nacion his naturall countreymen : Estemynge it as a chiefe and principall parte of hys duetie to se his realme both adourned and dccored with good and proffitable lawesand statutes, and also to florishe in verteous operacions and good and cynile maners, which should be an occasion to cause all men to hope, that all thynge would continually amend, from euvll to good, from good to bettre, and from bettre to the best. Tin's sure foundacion kyng Henry layde at the beginning of his reigne, entending theron continually to buylde^ THE SECOND YERE. In this same yere a newe kynde of sicknes came sodenly through the whole region cue after the first entryng of the kyng into this Isle, which was so sore, so peynfull, & sharp that the lyke was neuer harde of, to any manes remembrance before that tyme : For sodenly The a dedly & burnyng sweate inuaded their bodyes & vexed their blond with a most ardet heat ynss infested the stomack & the head greuously : by the tormentyng and vexacion of which sicknes, men were so sore handled £ so painfully pangued that it' they were layed in their bed beyng not liable to suffre the importunate heat, they cast away the shetes & all the clothes liyng on the bed. If they were in their apparell and vestures, they would put of all their garmtrtes euen to their shirtes. Other were so drye that they d ran ke the colde water to quenche their importune heate & insaciable thirst. Other that could or at the least wouldet abyde the heate & styntche (for in dede the sweate had a great and a strong sauoure) caused clothes to be layed vpon theim asmuch as they coulde beare, to dryuc oute the sweate if it might be. All in maner assone as the sweate toke them, or within a short space after, yelded, vp their ghost. So that of all them that sickened ther tvas not one emongest an hundrelh that escaped : in somuche, that beside the great nombre which deceased within the cvtie of London, two Mayres successiuely dyed of the same desease within, viij. daies and." vi. 3 I Aldermen
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    THE. II. YERE OF Aldermen. And when any person had fully and completely sweat, xxiiij. hourea (for so did the strength of this plague hold them) he should be then cierely delyuered of his disease : Yet not so cleane ryd of yt, but that he might shortly relaps and fall agayn into thesame euyll pit, yea agayne & twyse agayne as many one in dede did, whiche alter- the thyrd?1 tyme died of the same. At the length by study of the Phisicians & experience of thepeople, dryuen therunto by dreadfull necessytie, there was a remedy inuenled" For they that suruyued, considering thextremytie of the peyne in them that deceased, d'euised by' thynges mere cotrariaunt, to resist and withstand the furious rage of that burning ftirnesse, bylukewarme drynke, temperate heate, & measurable clothes. For such persons as relapsed' again into the flame after the first delyueraunce, obserued diligently & marked suche thynges as did theim ease and cofort at their first vexacion, & vsyng the same for a remedy & medicine of their peyne, addyngeuer somewhat therto that was sanatyue & wholsome. So that if' any person etier after fell sicke agayn, he obseruyng the regymet that emongest the people was deuysed could shortly helpe him selfe, & easely tempre and auoyde the strength and malyce of the sweate. So that after the great losse of many men, they learned a present & a sped'y remedy for the same desease and malady, the whiche is this: If a man on the daye tyme were.' plagued with the sweate, then he shoukle streyght lye downe with all his clothes & garmetes and lye .styll the whole, xxiiij. houres. If in the night he were taken, then he should not ryse out of his bed for the space of. xxiiij. houres, & so caste the clothes that he myght in no wyse prouoke the sweate, but so lye temperately that the water myght distille oute softly of the awne accorde, & to absteyne from all meateif he might so longe susteyne and sufFre hungre and to take no more drynke neither hole nor colde, then wyll moderately quentche and delaye his thrustye appetyde. And in this his amendynge, one poynte diligently aboue all other is to be obserued and attended, that he neuer put his hand or foote out of y bed torefreshe or coole him selfe, the whkh to do is no lesse peine then short death. So you may plainly see what remedy was by the daily experience excogitated and inueted for this straungc nnd vnknowen desease, the which at that tyme vexed and greued only the realme of England in euery toune & village as it dyd dyuerse tymes after. But. Iv. yere after, it sayled into Flaunders and after into Germany, wher it destroyed people innumerable for lack of knowlcge of the English experience. This cotagious & euell plague chaunced in the first yere of kyng He-nryes rergne as a token and a playne signe (if to the vaine iudgemet of the people whiche comonly cdmen more fantastically then wisely, any faith or credite is to be had geue or attributed) that kyng Henry should haue a harde and sore beginning, but more truly if vayne supersticion can set furth any truthe, it pretended & signified that kyng. Henry to the extreme poynte and ende of his naturall life should neuer haue his spirite and mynde quyet, consideryng that nowe in the very begynnyng of his new obteynedreigne he was (as you shall shortly heare) with sedicion and eomocion of his people, troubled, vexed and vnquyeted, and it was in maner a manifeste profe that hereafter h« should lyue in small rest and great mistrust of suche rebellious and sedicious cospiracies.. These were the phantasticall iudgementes of the vnlettred persons whiche I ouerpasse, and retourne to my purpose. When al thinges by y" kyng were appeased at London & that he had set & appoynted all his affaires in good ordre and sure state, as he with him self coiectured, he thought it best to make a peregrinacio & take his progresse into y1 other quarters of his realme, y he might wede, extirpate and purdge the myndes of me spotted £ cotaminate with the cotagious smoke of dissencion, £ preuy faccions, & especially the countie of Yorke which were preuy fautoures and coforters of the cotrary part, and not without a cause. For kyng Richard more loued, more estemed & regarded the northern me then any subiectes within his whole realme, which thyng to kyng Henry was notvnknowe. Wherfore he the more studied to kepe the in dew obeisaunce & faithful! obsequy, who he knew of long custome to haue borne their hartes £ fauourable myndes to his aduersaries : therfore in y prime time of theyere he toke his iorney towardes Yorke, & because the feast of Ester approched, he diuerted to the cytie of Lyncoln, where he taryed duryng the solepnite of that
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 4S7 that high feast: & mukyng there his abode, he was certified y the lord Louel & Homfrey stafforcle were departed out of Sanctuary in Colchestre: but to what place or whether, no man -as yet could tell. 'For which cause the kyng lytle regardyng the tale went forthe his appointed iorney to Yorke. And assdne as he was there receaued & settled, it was bruted, and openly shewed -to the kyng him selfe that Fraunces lorde Louell was at hand with a strong and mightie powre of men, and would with all diligence inuade the cytie: also that the forenamed Homfrey Stafford £ Thomas his brother were in worcettre shyre and there had raysed a great bande of rude and rusticall people, & had cast lottes what parte should assaute the gates, what mene should scale the walles of the cytie of Worcestre, & who should kepe the passages for lettyng of reskewes and aiders. At the first heryng of this the kyng estemed it for vaine £ vncertain, and therfore was with it but litle moued: but after that he was certified by the letters of credece sent fro his ifrendes, that all was true that was by the comen voice spoken and published, he was afflicted with no small feare. And surely not without a cause for he wisely cosidred that he had neither a competet army ready prepared, nor barneys nor weapons for them that were present.  And -also he was now in such a doubtfull place, where he nether might nor could coueently gather an boost together, cosidcryng that in the same cytie, the memory of kyng Richard his mortall enemy was yet recent and lyuely £ not all forgotte of his frendcs, but because the matter requyred dilygent celerytie, least that by long tariyng the powre of his aduersaries by daily aides might be encreased and multiplied, he comaunded the duke of Bedforde with.iii. thousand men not strongely armed to do a great enterpryce (for their brest plates for the moost part were made of tanned lether) to encountre & set vpon them with all hast and diligence, and made him preuy what he him selfe entended to doo. After this, the kyng congregated together an boost in euery place where he might retayne theim. The duke settyng forwarde after the fassion of an eger & fierce captaine came nigh to the tentes and campe of his enemyes where he consulted and comunyca'ted his mynde with certayne capitaynes & sage souldioures of his compaigny, by what waye he might treyne & allure them to peace, without battaill or bloodsheddyng. After whiche deliberacion and aduysement had, yt was decreed that the Herauldes should proclayme openly, that all such should haue grace and pardon that would cast downe their weapons and barneys, and as faithfull subiectes submyt them selfes to their naturall souereigne lord. The which pTOclamacioh auayled & muche prorated: For the lord Louel, either for some feare or diffidence that he had in his people and souldyours, or fearyng hym selfe on his awne behalfe, fled preuily in a night from his compaignye and left them without a head, as a flocke of shepe without a shepard, which departure when it was to his armye disclosed, they put of their armure and came directly to the duke, euery man humbly submittyng hym selfe and desiryng pardon for their offences, wholy trusting in the kynges mercy & fauourable goodnes. So by this pollitique wisdome £ ingenious meanes of the good duke, this great rage and fierce route of sturdy and valyaut traytours which was prepared against the kyng, and were lyke to haue been the slaughter of many a man, were pacefyed £ repressed and brought to good conformytie and obedient subieccion. And the lorde Louell cheueteyne and chiefe leader of this tumult & rebellion, fearyng more perell and daungier, then desiryng renoune or fame of cheualry, neuer tariyng | doubtful! chaunce of battaile, fled in all post haste into Lancashire, and therefor a certayne space loytred and lurked with sir Thomas Broughton knyght, whiche in those quarters bare great swynge, and was there in great aucthoritie. Homfrey Stafford also hearyng of this myschaunce happened to the lord Louell, in a great dolor aiid agony, and for feare, in lyke maner fled and tooke sanctuary in a village called Culnaham, two myles from Abyndon. But because the sanctuary was not a sufficient defence (as it was proued before the Justices of the kynges benche) for tray- ' toures, he was taken by force from that place, £ brought to the towre, and from thence conueyghed to Tyborne and there put to execucion: but his younger brother Thomas that was with him, was perdoned & remitted because he was thought not to haue done it of 312 his
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    428 THE. II. YERE OF his anne wyll and malicious mynde, but thorowe the euell counsaill and mischeueous persuasion of his Eldre brother. Alter that the kyng had thus by pollecy of his cbusaill appeased and repressed this tumulteous sedicion whiche greatly vexed & vnquyeted his spirites, and had reduced to reason and coformitie the rude and bablyng people of the north parties, and in especiall thinhubitautes of the countye of Yorke, he returned to London, £ shortly after that to WynThc birth chestre, where quene Elizabeth his wife was deliuered of a fayre prince named Arthur at his baptyme. Of whiche name Englishernen nomore reioysed then outwarde nacions & foreyne prynces trymbled and quaked, so muche was that name to all nacious terrible £ formidable: And from Wynchestre he returned back agayn to London. In this meane tyme, of a smal matter and thesame altogether beyng false & feyned, ther was an open pathe £ a apparaut high weye made for a greater inconueniency to ensue. The which matter for the subtyl iuggelyng £ craftie coueighaunce of thesame, no lesse deceytfull their ligier de meyne in the hand of a iuggeler, was to be estemed emogest all wyse . men at the first a very bold & ouer presumpteous an acte to be atteptcd : but y tyme well weyed & considred it was not so mostreous that it were worthy great wonderyng & admiracion, cosyderyng that many persons of late, either borne in the wobe of cotiuual dissencion, or norished with the mylke, or suckyng the pappes of ciuile sedicio, could not lyue well in rest, & lesse forbeare their vsual custome of mouing strife & daily debate. But they somtime sittyng at home copassyng £ ymaginyng hurte & damage toward suche as they in their hartes disdeyned, somtyme remembryng that by the libertie £ priuilege of warre, all is fishe that cometh to the net, euer delitynge in spoylyng, robbyng & reuynge, veheinetly thristyng for the distruccion £ losse of such as thei would be reueged of, willyng to lyue without lawe in tyme of peace £ warre, wisshyng the world neuer to be at a bettrestaye. And as persons only dedicate £ geue to mischief £ sceierous inuencios, either for hatred, euell wyl or malice of the that they fauoured not, or for some emolumet, proffite and comoditie of such y they thought to set vp £ auaunce, were by fraude, couyn £ crafty collusio prone £ ready to disquiet euery day the kyng £ his whole realme, thinking y hea— ue had to much peace £ quietnes, £ hel tolitle trouble and vexacion. And there was furtherers £ setters on, none lackyng, in so much that. xx. persons would soner pricke them forward with a sharpe spurre, then one plucke the back \V a dull snaffle. Ernong the which mostres £ lymbes of the deuell, there was one sir Richard Symond priest, a man of a base £ obscure familie, which fro his birth delited in fraude and craftie conueighyng, £ yet was he well learned, but not so well learned as wilye, nor so wilye as vngracious. Which sir Richard Symond had elected a scoler called Lambert Synienell, one of a gentle nature and pregnaut wyt to be the organe £ conduyte by whom he would conuey his false feigned enterprice and attempt. The deuel ehiefe master of mischiefe put in the wicked mynde and vcnemouse brayne of this moost pernicious disloyall and trayterous person, .to comencc, feigne £ deuyse how he might make his childe and scolar Lambert to be the right1 inheritour to the croune of England, £ so therof to make him kyng £ to promote him self to the ehiefe Archebishopricke or some high potestate win the realme. The ehiefe foundacion of his occasion was (by thewhich he was the more bolde) that the fame went £ many menne surely supposed kyng Edwards chyldre not to be dead, but to be fled secretly into some straunge place £ there to be liuyng, and that Edward erleof Warwike sonne £ heire to y duke of Clarece, either was or should be put to death shortly. These rumoures although they were friuelous £ vayne £ with out all likelyhode of verite or truthe, animated £ encouraged this priest much, to thinke and iudge the tyme to be come that this Lambert might assume £ take vpon hym the person £ name of one of kyng Edward the fourthes chyldren, and to clayme and make title both to the realme and kyngdome, hauyng sure knowlege that neither frendship should want nor aide shoulde lacke: and consideryng ihat cancard hatred rooted and founded vpo facinorous faccions £ sedicious deuysions be so perdurable and in maner euerlastyng that they can neuer be clerely extirpate or digged out of
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 429 of their rotte hartes, but that they wylle with hand & foote, toothe and nayle further if they can their pretensed entreprice. And this poore priest brought into this foolishe paradice through his awne fantasticall ymaginacion, informed Sc taught the chyld diligetly at Oxenforde where he went to scoole, both instructyng him with princely behaueour, ciuyle manner & fruitefull literature, declaryng to him of what high parentage and of what noble progeny he was lyneally descended, thus persuadyng and teachyng hym his le-son clerckly and craftely, for his purpose, that y people hearing the chyld thus rehersyng his stocke so sagely, might the rather geue credite to his deceitful! pretece & false coloured inuencion: Soue after the rumour was blovven abroade that Edward y younge erle of VVarwike wus y name ot the youg r.rle ot VVarwike, y which were both ot one-yeres stature, & then he >V his pupille sailed into Irelad, there openyng his mynd, & declaryng his matter to certain of the Irishe nobilitie, who he knew by true fame & repprte to heare but litle fauour to kyng Henry nor his partakersy & hauyng othc and promes of aide to him sworne & made, he shewed them that he had saued and preserued the duke of Clarece son fro death, & had for very good will brought him into that countrey £ region where he knew that both kyng Edward and all his stock were fauoured £ loued aboue all other. This matter was beleued straight of the nobilitie which so shewed & published this feigned fable and ymagined iuggelynge from one to another tyll a* the last it was aecopted to be as true as the Gospell without any cotrouersye, ambiguitie or question. In so much that the lord Thomas Gerardyne chauncelour of all y country defrauded by his illusion vndre the colour of plaine truthe receaued him into his castell and with honoure & reuerence him entreteyned as one that descended fro the high progeny of- the sangue royall, and began , much to aide & helpe him. First calling together all his frendes & louers £ suche other as were of bande or affinitie, declaring first to them the comyng of this child, £. after affirmyng that the croune and sceptre of the realme of right apperteyned to this yoiige prynce as sole heyre male lefte of the ligne of Richarde duke of Yorke: Exhortyng and desiryng them bothe for the childes sake and his awn, as he was true inheritoure to the croune, to helpe and assyst hym to obteine the garland and possession of thesame by his graundfather to him lyneally descended. And so after cotnmunicatyng thesame matter with other of the nobilitie, euery man promysed accordynge to hys powre, aide of monye, menne and municyons. By thys meanes the same was shortely bruted throughout all Irelande, and euery man was willynge to take his parte and submyt them selfes to him, callyng him of all handes kynge. So that nowe they of this secte thus compassed and sortyd, thought to haue in other places their coinpaignyons and furtherers of their malicious purpose & most pestiferous faccion, and straight foorth they sent to England certayne preuy messengers to desire theim, whome they knewe to haue been true faythfull and frendes to kyng Richarde, now to cotinue in their accustomed loue and faithfull frendship toward his nephewe and to helpe the childe with treasure £ substaunce as farre as they conueniently might. And that his powre might be the stronger to ouercome his enemies & to obteyne his pretensed purpose, he and his confederates sent messengers into Flaunders to the lady Margaret suster to kyng Edward and late wyfe to Charles the duke of Bourgoyne to further his purpose with al her powre and helpe. This duke Charles hauyng no chyldren by this lady Margaret, left one sole daughter named Mary behynde hym, begotte of his first wyfe daughter lo the duke of Uurbone, whiche was maried to Maximilian sonne to Frederick the Emperour, on whiche wife he had engendred two children, the one Philip, and the other Margaret. The wiiiche two chyldren after the deathe of the lady Mary their mother this lady Margaret late wyfe to duke Charles so entierely be loued, so tenderly brought vp, and so motherly norished, beside the dailye peyne that she toke in ordrynge their affaires and busynes for the mayntenaunce of their honoure and preferment of their prorate, that she both for her motherly loue toward the youge children, & also for the good administracion of iustice in their countries

  

  
    Page 439
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 25.34% accurate
    430 THE. II. YERE OF tries was highly reputed and estemed & bare great aucthoritie & swynge through all Flaunders and the lo\ve countries thei to adiaret. This lady Margaret, although she knewe the familye and stocke of the house of Yorke to be in rnaner distroyed & vtterly defaced by her brother kyng Richard, yet not being saciate nor content with the long hatred £ continual malice of her pa rentes which subuerted and ouei threw almost the progeny and lignage of kyng Henry the. vi. and the house of Lancaster, nor yet remembryng the nevve affinitie & strong alliaunce that was lately concluded, by the vvhiche the heyres of bothe the houses and progenies were vnited & conioyned together in lawful! matrimony, lyke one forgettyng bothe God & charite, inflamed with malice diabolicall instinction, inuented & prac•••#»- tised all mischiefes, displeasures and damages that she could deuyse against the kyng of England. And faither in her fury and frantyke rnoode (accordyng to the saiyng of the wise man, there is no malice equiualent nor aboue the malice of a woma) she wrought all tho wayes possible how to sucke IMS bloud and copasse his destruccion as the principal head o£ her aduerse parte & contrary faccion, as though he should be a dewe sacrifice or an host immolated for the mutuall murder & shameful! homicide comitted and perpetrated by her brother and progeny. So vehernet, so full of poyson and so strong is the powre of ciuyle dissension and preuy hatred, that sometyme it nyll auerte and withdrawe the wisest and moost sapient men from goodnesse, honestie & their bounden allegeaunee. Ther'fore this lady knowyng of this lumulteous secte and conspiracye, prepared and sodenly deuysed against kyng Henry (although she knewe it to be but a feigned & peinted mattre & not woorth twoo strawes) yet (hauyng suche an occasion to worke her malice vpori) she promised gladly to the messengers not only to maynteyne, aide, further and succoure their purposed entent with money and substaiice, but with all the laboure & peyne that she might, to encourage, stomarke and entyce many other to be aiders, assisters & partakers of thesame conspiracy, and shortly to ioync with the cheucteines of thesaide enterprice. Whe king Henry was certeh'ed of these doynges by messengers sent into England, no meruell although he was none other wise then he had occasion, sore vexed & moued, cSsideryiig that by the diseeate and I'raude of suche a dongehyll knaue and vyle borne villeyne, so great a sedicion should be excited and slurred against him: Neuertheles, he lyke a circuspect, ingenious and prudent prynce, well consideryng and pollitiquely forseynge, ymagined that if this enterprice came to passe, that the finall ende would be the bluddy dartc of mortall warre, & yf they should ioyne and combate in open battaile, in the which for the moost parte, the large campe of all mischiefe is commonly opened and shewed, many innocent nienne on both partcs should perishe and come to ruyne and confusyon without desert or .offence. For which reason, before all thyngcs he determyned to attempt and proue yf tliat he might without anye battayle or stroke stryken (thende whereof is euer ambiguous and . doubtful) paccfye and reduce these rebels to rule, reason, & dewe subieccion, before that this eue.ll newly planted \vede sriiould straye and wander ouer the good herbes of his whole realme. Thcrfore he called his whole cousaill together at the Chartrehouse besyde his' royall manner called Richemonde, and there consulted how to pacefye this sodeyne rage secretly begonne, without any more disturbaunce or open trouble : whiche mocion of all menne was thought mete, necessary & profitable to be assayed and prosecuted with ceJcrite and effecte. And that before any other thynge were attempted and begonne, that a generall pardon should be published to al offenders that were content to receaue thesame & after would be true, louyng & obedient to the kyng their souereigne lord accordyng to their bounden dutie and allegiaunce: Thinkyng that if that pardo were any lenger space procrastened or prolonged, that in the meane ceason (as the prouerbe sayth, taryenge draweth and ieopardeth perell) Sir Thomas Broughton knyght whiche had hyd and kept the lorde Louell from the kyng a great ceason, and was at hand with diuerse of his frendes, in so trobleous & perelous a tyme . vtterly dispeiryng of pardon and remission, and as men with.out hope of any grace settynge all on. vi. and. vii. should sodeynly moue a newe insur'rec-cjoc against him, & vnquyet him in some place where he had left least resistance. For although
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 431 though they were thought to haue been conferates and Iqrates of this newe conspiracy, yetbecause there was no sure profe nor apparaunt argument therof, yt was supposed to be moost profitable for that tyme present, to extende no inaner of extremytie nor crucllic agaynste theim by anye coloure cr pretence, partcly that by suche lenytie and gentle sufferaunce, the rebellyous powre should not augment and increace, and partely that if hereafter they shoulde befoundeto dravve backe, and be negligent in doynge their dueduetye and allegiaunce, that then, by this polletique prouision they slioulde be rewarded with punyslmiet accordyngly as',. .' they had descrued, and accordyng to the comen saiynge, suche breade as they bake, suche. muste they eate : Whereupon the kynge gaue a geuerall pardon throughoute alt Englande (without exception of any offence) yea euen to them that had commytted high treason agaynst hys maiestie and royall person. Furthermore, after longe consultation had and all. thynges maturely decydcd, it was thought by the whole senate for the tyme then present moost iiecessarye and conuenyent to auoyde that erronyous rumoure, rumblynge and blastynge abroade, that the sonne of the duke of Clarence was in Englande, and that he personally s-houlde be shewed abroade in the cytie and other publiquc places whereby the vntrue opinyon falsy affyrmynge 'that he was in Irelande mighte be emongest the comynaltye repressed, put downe, and accompted as a comment and vayne ymagyned fable. In this solempne counsaill dyuerse and many thynges of the real me were there debated and concluded: and emongest other, yt was determyned that the lady Elizabeth wyfe tokyng Edwarde the. iiij. shoulde loase and forfeyte all her Landes and possessyons, because she had voluntarely sutunytted her selfe and her daughters wholy to the handes of kyng Richarde, contrarye to the promes made to the lordes and nobles of thys realme in the begynnyng of the conspiracy ymagyned agaynst kyng Richard, which at her desire and request lefte ail that they had in England and fled to kyng Henry into Briteyne, and there receaued a, eorporall othe of him to rnary her eldest daughter, whiche offre she abode not by, but iwulc it frustrate and voyde, through whose double doynges yt had lyke to haue succeded,.th»t neyther the manage coulde take place, nor yet the noble men whiche at her request toke kyng Hehryes parte, might not returne agayne without ieopardic of lyfe, but lyue styll in perpetuall banyshement and myserable exyle. This was a greueous offence, and a heynons eryme: howbeyt the sequele thereof well dygested, yt was thought by some man that she descrued not by equytie of iustyce so great a losse and so great a punyshment: For surely she dyd not so great hurte or hynderaunee to kynge Henry and hys confederates by her reconciliacion to kynge Richard, but tenne tymes more she proffyted theira and auaunced theyr cause. For her submyssion made to hym, he negiectynge Goddes lawes, honest order and Christyar>< religion, prcsumynge to accumulate myschiefe vpon myschiefe, desyred of her the manage of her daughter hys natural 1 nyece, whiche thynge be woulde not haue thought lykely to haue ab~ teyned: The queue and tier daughters styll for feare of him contynuyng in sanctuaf^. Whiche vnlawfull desyre (consyderynge for that en tent he had ryd his wyfe oute of theworlde) prouoked the Ire of God and the swoorde of vengeaunce agaynste hym, whereby hys fynall ruyne and falall falle shortely after, ensued and succecled to hys myserable confusyon and to the exaltacyon of Kynge Henry and auauncemente of hys whole company. 1 iereby a manne may perceaue that wycked and maligne persones be not brought to ruyne by the hande of a temporall iudge, but by the wyll of God led and thereto apoynted, as menne that make hast to approche and to come to that ende that they haue deserued. By thys folye and inconstancy of the quene, she incurred the hatred and displeasure of many men, and for that cause lyucd after in the Abbey of Barmandsey besyde Southwarke a wretched and a myserable lyfe, where not many yeres after she deseassed and is buryed with, her husbande at Wyndsore. Suche are all worldly chaunces, novve in prosperyte and aboundaunce, mutable and chaungeable and full of inconstancy: and in aduersitye often chaunge iY'nn euell to good and so to beltre, to the entent that they that be in wealths and flowe in theaboundaunce of all thynges, shall not thynke theim selfes in suretye to tavye styll in that degree and state: and that they that be inmisery and§calamytie shall not despayre nor mystrust
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    432 THE. II. YERE OF trust God, but lyue in hope, that a Letter daye of comfort and gayne wyll once apere and come. And yet although fortune ruleth many thynges at her wyll and pleasure, yet one woorkc that this queue liatlie made cannot bee forgotten nor put in obliuion. At what tyme that kyng Edward her husband reigned, she founded and erected a notable College in the vniuersyte of Cambridge for the fyndynge of Scholers desyrous of good litterature and learnynge, and endued it with sufficient possessions for the longe mayntenaunce of thesame, wliiche at this daye is called the queues College, a name surely mete for suche a place, wherin Scholers diligently studyeng in all doctryne and sciences, proue excellent clerckes and come to great honoures. When all thynges in this counsaill were seriously concluded and agreed to the kynges ipynde, he returned to the cylie of London, geuynge in commaundement that the nexte sonday ensuyng, Edward the young Erie of Warwike to be brought from the towre through the moost publyke and vsuall stretes of London, to the cathedrall churche of saynt Paule. This younge gentleman (as he was comaunded) shewyng him selfe openly to euery body in the .procession tyme, taried there the high masse, hauynge communicacion openly with many noble men, and with theim in especially that were suspected and thought to haue been partakers of the commocio agaynst the kyng, to this purpose and effect, that they myght perceaue (he fonde Iryshemen, for a vayne shadowe and vntrue fyccyon vnaduysedly to excytate and mouc warre agaynst him and his realme, without any iust cause or laufull occasion. Howbeyt to enell dysposed persones or brayneles men, thys medecyne nolhyng auayled nor proftyted. For the erle of Lyncolne sonne to Ihon de Lapoole duke of Suffolke, and Elizabeth syster to kyng Edwarde the fourth, thinkyng it not mete to neglect and omyt so open an occasion of new trouble & mischiefe offred and exhibited, determined to vpholde, fortefye, & bolster the enterpryce of the Irishemen, least that they might be seduced, and caused to desyst & leaue of their incepted enterpryce, and attempted purpose: And doubteles the man beyng of great wyt and intelligence, and of no small Judgement, but halfe infected with the venemous skabbe of the late ciuyle battnile, coulde not with a quyet mynde suffre kyng Henry beynge principall head of the contrary facoion to reigne in quyet, but cosultyng with sir Thomas Broughton, and certeyne other of his trusty frendes, purposed to saile into Flanders to his aunte the lady Margaret duches of Bourgoyne late wyfe to duke Charles, trusty nge by her healpe to make a puyssaunt army of men, and to ioyne with the compaignyons of the newe raysed sedicio. Therfore, after that the kyng had dissoiued the Parliament, which then was holden: he fled secretly into Flaunders to the lady Margarcte, where Fraunccs lorde Louell landed certeyne dayes before. And there they beyng altogether, euery man accordyng to his mvnde reasoned, argued, and debated what was best to doo. After longe comunycacion had, this fynall conclusyon was agreed vpon, that the erle of Lyncolne and the lorde Louel should go to Irelande, and there attende vpon her countrc.eacte nepheue, and to honor him as a kyng, and with the powre of the Irishemen to brynge hym to England, and senclyng for all their frendes, should without delaye gene battaile to kynge Henry: So that if their doynges had good and prosperous successe, then the forsayde Lambert (mysnamed the Erie) shoulde by the consent of the counsaill be deposed, and Edwarde the true Erie of Warwyke to be delyuered oute of pryson, and after by the aucthoritie and aide of his frendes of the nobilitie, should be published, proclaymed, and anoynted kynge. But kyng Henry thynkyng his nobles to be well appeased with the syght of Edward the very sonne of the duke of Clarence, nothynge mystrustyng any man to be so folishe to inuent, feigne, or countrefeate any thy nge more of him, or any so mad or vndiscrete (especially of his realme) as to beleue that Lambert was very Edward, onely rnyndynge the suppressyng of the Flagvcius Irishme, studied how to subdewe and represse their bolde enterprice and seditious coniuracion. And hearing sodeyn4y that the Erie of Lyncolne with other were fled & gone to his aduersaries, beynge therwith sodeynly mooed: thought euen •ivith sponge hand and marciall powre, to ouercome hys enemyes and euell wyllers, whose 1 maliciouHnes
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 433 maliciousnes he could by no counsaill nor pollecy eschewe nor auoyde: And beyng thus dcternjyned, he commaunded certeyne of his capitaynes to prepare an hoste of men oute of euery parte of his realme, and them to bryng and conduyte into one place assygned, that when his aduersaries shoulde come forvvarde, lie might with his populous multitude & great powre sodeynly set on theim, & so ouercome and vanquishe them altogether. And mystrustyng that other would folowe the erle of Lyncoln into Flaunders, he caused the East partes, and all the borders theraboutes to be diligently kept, that none other might escape er geue them succoure. And comynge to the toune of saynt Edmondes bury, he \vas certifyed that the lord Thomas Marques of Dorcet was comyng to excuse & purge hy,m seife before him, for certeyne thynges that he was suspected to haue done lightely when he was in Fraunce. To whom the kyng did sende the Erie of Oxenford to intercept him ridyng on his iorney and to conueigh him to theTowre of London, to trye his truth and prone his paciece. For if he were his frende as he was in dede, he should not be miscontented to suffre so lytle a reproche & rebuke for his princes pleasure. If he were not his frend there to tary in sauetye that he might do no damage nor hurt to him. And from thence the kyng went furth to Norwiche, & tariyng there Christmas day, departed after to Walsyngham, and comyng there into the churche of oure lady, prayed deuoutly and made supplicacios to almighty God, that by his diuine powre and through the intercession of our lady, he might eschew the snares £ preuy workynges of his enemies, and preserue him selfe and his country from the imminet daungier, and to reduce agayne the streiynge shepe to their right folde and true shepard, that be amyssc: his orysons fyneshed. from thence by Cambridge he returned shortly to London. In this meane tyrne the Erie of Lyncolne and the lord Louell, had gotten by the aide of the lady Margaret, aboute twoo thousand Almanyes, with Matyne Swarde a noble mai> in Germany, and in marciall feactes verye expert, to be their cheueteyne, and so sailyng into Ireland. And at the cytie of Dyuelyn, caused younge Lambert to be proclaymed and named kyng of England, after the most solempne fassyon, as thoughe he were there of the verye heyre of bloud royall lyncally borne and discended. And so with a great multitude of beggerly Irisbemen, allmost all naked and vuarmed sauynge skaynes and mantelles, of whom the lord Thomas Gerardine was capiteyne and conductor, they sayled into England with this newe founde kyng, and landed for a purpose at the pyle of Fowdrey within lytle of Lancastre, trustynge there to be ayded with mouy by Sir Thomas Broughton one of the chicle compaignions of this vnhappy conspiracy. The kyng not stepynge his matters, but mystrustyng and smellyng the storme that folowed, before the enemies arryued, he dispatched certeyne horsemen throughout all the west partes of the realme, chiefely to attende the comyng and arryuall of his enemyes, secpndarely to wayte for suche espialles as came out of Ireland, & them to apprehend & compel! to shew & declare the secretes of their enemies. When he had gathered all his hoste together, ouer thewhich, the duke of Bedforde & the erle of Oxenforde, were chiefe capiteynes, he went to Couentry, where he beynge, his light horsemen accordyng to their duetie returned & certefyed him that y eile of Lyncoln was landed at Lancastre with his new king. Thewhich when the kyng vnderstode was so, he consulted with his nobilitie and councellers to knowe if it were for the best to encountre with theirn outc of hand, or lot them dragge awhile, for this mattre bothe requyred counsaill and also celerite. After they had layed their hcades together and well debated tiie matter, it was determyned that they should set vpo theim without any further delaye, least that their powre by longe sufferaunce & delaiyng of tyme myght be augmented & greatly multiplied. And so after such aduysemet take, he remoued to Nottyngharn, and there by a lytle wood called Bowres he pytched his feelde : to whom shortely after came the lord George Talbot Erie of Shrewesbury, the lorde Straunge, Sir Ihon Cheyney valeaunt capitaynes, with many other noble and expert men of warre, For the kyng had comaunded and geuen in charge before, that all persons of the counties adioynyng that were liable & of strengthe to cary weapon should be ready in an houres warn3 K ynge
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    4:54 THE. II. YKRE OF ynge, in case that any necle should requyre. Therfore pyckcd felowes and hardy personages and suche as were lyke menne, were chosen in all the haste, and of this sorte a great artnye >va« coacted and gathered together: So the kynges army was wondrefully encreased, & from tyme to tymc greatly augmented. In this' space, the erle of Lyncoln beyng entred into Yorkeshire, passed softely on his iourney without the spoylyng or hurtyng of any man, trustyng therby to haue some company of people resorte vnto him: but after that he perceaued fewe or none to folow him, and that it was to no purpose to returne backe, considryng his enernyes were all ready to set vpon him, he determined firmely to trye the fortune of battaile, remembryug that the chaunce of Mars dothe stande cuer vpo. vi. or. vii. & that kyng Henry not. ii. yeres before with a small powre of men vanquished kyng Richard & all his mightie army. And herupon puttyng a sure confidence vpo his compaigny directed his waye from Yorke to Newarke vp5 Trent, to thentent that tliere he (as he trusted) augmetyng his copaigny might set vpon the kyng, who he knew to be but. ii. dales iorney from him. Albeit, before he came there, kyng. Henry was in his bosome and knewe euery houre what the Erie did, came the night before that he fought, to Newarke, and there approched nere hys enemyes soner then they loked for him, and tliere tariyng a lytle went. iij. myles further and pitched his feelde & lodged there that night. The erle of Lyncolne certefyed of his commyng, was nothynge afearde, but kepte styl! on hys iorney, and at a lytle village called Stoke nygh to the kyn« and his armye planted hys campe. The next daye folowynge, the kynge deuyded hys whole nombre into three battailes, and after in good arraye approched nigh to the toune of Stoke, where was an equall and playne place for bothe parties to darreigne the battaile. Th«te»- When the place was apoynted and ordeined to trye the vttermost by stroke of battaile, the taykof er]e set furth his army, and geuyng a token to his compaignie, set upon his aduersaries^ with a manly courage, desirynge his souldyours that daye to remembre his honoure, and' their awne lyues. And so both the armyes ioyned and fought earnestly and sharply, in Barouche that the Almaynes beynge tryed and expert menne in warres and marciall feates, were in all thynges, aswell in strengthe as pollecye egall and equyualent with the Englishemen :. but as for Martyne Swarde theyr chiefe capitayne and leader, not many of the Englyshernen,, bothe for valyaunt courage of a stoute stomack and strengthe and agylyte of body was to be' compared or resembled with hys manhoode. Of the othersyde, the Iryshemen, although* they foughte hardeiy and stucke to it valyauntly, yet because they were after the manner of theyr countrey almoste naked, without harneys or armure, they were stryken downe and* slayne lyke dull and brute beastes, whose deathes and destructions was a great discouragynge and abashement to the residue of the company. Thus they fought for a space sa sore and so egrely of bothe partes, that no man coulde well iudge to whorne the victory was lyke to eneiyne : But at length, the kynges forward beynge full of people and well fortefyed with wynges, whiche onely bothe beganne and contynued the fyght, set vpon the aduersaryes with suche a; force and violence, that fyrst they oppressed and kylled suche capitaynes one by one as resysted theyr myght and puyssaunce, and after that put all the other to fearfull %ght, thewhiche were eyther apprehended as captyues and prysoners in theyr flyght runnynge awaye,. or elles slayne and brought to confusyon in a small moment. But when this battaile was fynished and fought oute to the extremytie, then it well apered what high prowes, what manly stomakes, what courageous hartes and what valyaunt courage was in the kynges aduersaryes. For there their chiefe capiteynes the erle of Lyncolne and the lorde Louell, SyrThomas Broughton> Martyn swarde & the lord Gerardyne capiteyne of the Irishemen were slayne and founde dead. Howbeyt, some aflfyrme that the lorde Louell toke his horsse & would haue fled ouer Trent, but he was not hable to recouer the fartherside for the highnes of the banke and so was drowned in the ryuer. There were kylled at that battaile with their fyue capiteynes before reherced of that partye aboute foure thousand : Of the kynges parte there were not halfe of them which foughte in the forward and gaue the onset slayne or hurt: Then was Lambert the yonglynge which was falsely reported to be the dukes sonne of Clarence, and his master sir

  

  
    Page 444
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 25.43% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 435 sir Richard Symond prieste bothe taken, but neither of them put to death, because that Lambert was but an innocet poore soule, a very chylde, and was not o :stge 10 do any suche entreprice of his awnc deuyce, and the other was a priest, which yet to thentet he might rein? bre that the stone ofte tymes falleth on the head of hym that casteth it into y ayer, & that many a man maketh a rod for his awn tayle when he entendeth it for another, this priest for penaunce was comitted to perpetual pryson & miserable captiuitie. But this Lambert in coclusion was made the kynges faulkener, after that he had been a turne broche and executed such vile officies in the kynges kytchyn & suyllarye for a space. And thus was all the high •entrepryce that lady Margaret had deuised & set furthe at this tyme, turned to nought and brought to none effect, & to an euell coclusion. Of which chaunce, when she was aduertysed & enformed in the countrye of Flaundcrs, she was very sorye at the harte & much lamented and deplored, that her ymagined purpose sorted to suche an infortunate ende & effect, incontinently deuisyng, practisyng and ymagenyng some greate and more difficile enterpryce, by the which she might vexe and pevturbe yet once agayne the kyng of England and his whole region: Whiche purpose, euen as she inuented yt, so she set yt forwarde as shalbe shewed herafter plainly. After that kyng Henry had thus asswaged and appeased these matters beynge of so great a moment and weight, with no great mocion, tumulte or trouble, & had not only escaped and defaced the apparant and ymminet perell with a small conflict, and no great daungerous brunt or ieopardy, but also repressed & suppeditate the cyuile dissencion and interior stryfe, in maner as he wouldc haue wyshed it, he might thynke hym selfe at one tyme cleane ryd & delyuered from two euelles together, both from feare present & also that was to come. For certeynly when he pondred & diligently consydered his aduersaries (whose puissaunce he botli in nombreand force, farredid surmount and precell) at the very poynte so fiei'cely to ioyne and to byd him battaile, he much suspected & no lesse mistrusted that they had some preuy fautoures and secret coucelers (the which when tyme and place should requyre or expostulate) would with their strength, aide, succoure and assyst them agaynst him and his puyssaunse. But when he perceaued and sawe the hoost of his enemyes manifestly vanquished and put to flight, hecomaunded that no ma should kyll or sleye the Erie of Lyncolne, but that he should be brought to hym alyue, to thentent that he might shewe & bewraye bothe the foutayneand originall begynnyng, and also the confederates, aiders and comforters of his late practysed sedicious cospiracy. But the fame is, that the souldyours woulde not so do, fearynge least paradueture thesauyngof his only lyfe (as yt should hauc been in dcde) the lyfe of many other should haue been lost, or at the least in ieopardye. This battaile was fought on a saturdaye beyng the. xvj. daye of luyn the yere of our lord thousand foure hundreth. Ixxxix. and towarde thende of the second yere of the reigne of this kynge: In the •whiche yere also Thomas Burchier Archebishopp of Cauntourbury dyed, into whose rome Ihon Moorton late bishop of Ely, a manne of egall learnyng, vertue and pollecye with hys predecessours, whome Alexander of that name the. vi. bishop of Roome created Cardinall, and the kynge preferred hym to thoffyce of the highe Chauncclour of England: Now to returne to my purpose. After this victory obtcyned, & after the kynge had gathered and collected the prayes and spoyles of the Feelde together, and buryed theim that there were slayne, he remoued to Lyncolne, and there reposed hym selfe thre dayes, and caused euery daye one processyou to be celebrate, to rendre humble thankes to almightie God, for his tryumphant victory and ouerthrowe of his enemyes. Then dyd he execucion of suche rchelles and traytoures as were taken in the felde, either at the battaile, or in the chace. And shortely after he went into Yorkeshyre, and there costed the country ouerthwart, searchynge by exploratours and preuy enquyries, where hys aduersaryes gathered theyr arnjy agaynst hym, entendyng earnestly to wede oute, and purge his land of all sedicyous seede, and double harted fruyte yf yt were possyble: and suche as were founde culpable in anyone poynte, were commytted to pryson, and other mulcted by fyne or extinct by deatlie. 3K2 THE
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    436 THE. IIJ. YERE OF f THE THIRDE YERE. IN the myddest of August entrynge into- the. iij. yere of his troubelous reigne, he by forneiyntfarriued at Newcastell vpo Tyne a very propre towne, situate on the nether part of Nor.thumberland, where he taryed tlie remnaunt of the somer, and beynge tliere, sent in Ambassade into Scotland to kyng laines-the thyrde kyng of Scottes, Richard Foxe whiche not longe before was made bishoppe of Excettre, and with him sy Richard Edgccombe knyght comptroller of hys house. The summarye of their commyssion was 10 conclude a truce for a tyme, or a longe league and an ainytie. For kyng Henry esterned it bothe honorable and prottytable yf he mysiht haue perfyght peace and assured ainytie with prynces adioynyng and his next neighboures. And before all other with kyng lames of Scotlande to thentent that his subiecteshauynge knowledge of the amytie, and despairyng vtterly to haue any refuge, comforte or succoure of the Scottes, or other their neignbonres circumuosyn & adioynyng cotrary to their old vsage trust and expectacion. might tne better be cotinued in the taithe, ductie & loyaltie towardes their prynce and souereigne lorde. The Atnbassadours vht1 they were come into Scotland to the kyng, were of him both gently entretemed & after the most louyng fassyo receaued & fully harde. To whom at the fyrst he shewed his good hart, his true mynde. tendre zele, and fraternall affeccio, that he hym selfe contynually bare, and yet dyd entende toshewe towardes kyng ilenry, although hissubiectes were of a contrary mynde and opinyon, playnly protestyng & declaryng to them his vasselles to be bothe by nature and wyl full d'.sposicion, diuerse and cotrary euer to the English nature and English nacio: thinkyng ^urt-ly that they for the most part, would neuer cosent & longe agree with the Englishmen, accortfvng to their olde vaffrous varietie: wherfore least that he should of
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 437 therfore he desyred hym for the olde frendshyp and familiarite practised betwene them, tha he woulcle either aide, assyst and helpe hym, or elles stand neuter betwene bothe parties,* neither helpynge nor hurtyng any of bothe partes, lyke a cyplier in algoristne that is ioyned to no figure but onely occupieth a place. Kynge Henry well remembryng that although he had founde muche frendshyp at the Frcnche kyngeshand in his necessitie and that by him partely and his he obteyned his kyngr dome, yet forasmuche as he espyed vpon what vnsure ground this querell was begonne against, the Brytones, with this message was not well contented nor yet pleased. For he wliiche sawe as far re in the Frenche kynges brest as hys Phisicion did in his vryne, knewe periightly that he had nevther occasyon by any iust tytle to inuade the duciiy of Bnteyne, nor yet anv displeasure mynistred to hym, by reason whereof he might iustly haue any shadowe to make a quarell to the duke of Briteyne, but onely to delate, amplifyeand propagate farther his aucthoritie, domynion and possession. For the Frenche kyng and his counsail knewe well that duke Fraunces was an impotent man, lytargious, sore deseased and well stryken in age, and had neuer anye heyre male to inheret and possede hys duchy, wherefore they determyned by some meanes easely to compasse that the duchy of Bryteyne should breuely come vndre their lure and subieccio, and so withoutegrounde, without cause or reasonable demonstracion, vncompelled, he intymated and made open warre against the duke and Brytamcall nacion. Kyng Henry perccauynge that this newe attempted enterprice nothyng sounded to his proffit or emolumet, callyng to mynd and consyderynge that yf the Duchy of Briteyne and the people of thesame whiche had been euer frendly ftlouyngto Thenglishe nacion, and was alwaies for their entrecourse to his realme bothe necessary and proffytable, should come vndre the thraldome & subieccion of the Frenche kyng that dammage more then proffite were likely to ensue and folowe, determyned with him selte to aide and take parte with the duke, perceauyng well that all his affaires was nowe in perell and sett in a broyle and hasard. The occasion that tuoued him therunto was, the kyndelyng.of the paternall lone and tendr-eafTeccion whicne the duke euer shewed hym, silh his fyrst arriuall and entryng into Bnteyue, and his fidelite ta him alwaye apparauntly shewed durynge the tyme of hys there aliydynge and resydence. On the oth-'r parte, whan he remembred the gre ite bfhelyte thdt he had accepted and receauedat the Frenche kynges hand by his bountyi'ull and .pryncely liberalise, thought it bothe necessary, honest and consonant to reason to forgett the vngrate offence • agaynst the duke of Briteyne commytted and perpetrated, and to persuade and aduyse the Frenche kyng to desyste from vexynge or inuadynge the duke of Briteyne, least anye scruple or sparke of ingratitude might insurge or kyndle betwene them two. This matter was so doubtful! and so full of ambyguities that the kynsi in louge consultation lefte no quesiyon ner double vnasked nor. vndiscussed, and yet no aunswerenor nocunclusyon coulde satysfye or please hys doubtfull mynde and gentle hane, lothe to offt-nde an>e of tneLn, 01 whom he had . receaued eyther benefite or, fiendship: But in conclusion, he fell to tins ful determinationthat yf battaile should nedes succede and folowe, then he of very cluetie was bouiule^and obliged not to denye nor to forsake the duke of Briteyne, to whom he was so much belioldvng, but to aide, assist &comtorle him witli alibis powre, and openly to kepeftoni him all •wronges and injuries, and to dettude & resiste all his aduf rsaries & enemyes. . Yet in the meane season^ least he should of the other parte make his high fre-ul his ex-treme enemy, his aunswere was to the Ambassadoures that he would take trautiyle & study both to- his great peyne & coste, that betwene the 1 renche kyng their souereigne lorde& the duke ot Briteyne both beyng hys indifferent frendes, some gentle pacification or amicable accoide might be concluded and accented. And so assone as the kynges Ambassadours were dunyssed, he sent on message Christopher Vrswike.to Charles the Frenche kynge:. First to gratulaie in his behalfe the victorye that. he. had obteyned .vpon Maximilian kyng of Romanes- Secondarely, , and after to declare what tumulte and insurreccion was here in England, and howe by mere force and manhood he had vanquished and repressed the rebelles and irayloures, and eyther destroyed or brought to subieccion, the wnole rablemet and nombre. Thyrdly, otiryug him selfe
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    43* THE. IIJ. YERE OF selfe as a meane and intercessor of peace and amytie betwene the Frenche kynge Charles and the duke of Briteyne: geuyng hym farther in charge that yf he should perceaue the Frenche kyng to geue open eare to his request and to enclyne to hys desyre, that then he shoulde witlfoute delaye resorte to the duke of Briteyne and desyre him to be contented at liis desyre to endeuer him self to an honorable peace and concorde, rather then to warre and dubyous dissencion, which peace with Goddes grace he lytle doubted, the duke beynge wyliyng shortdy to compasse and brynge to conclusion. Whyle Christopher Vrswicke was traueylynge in thys comissyon, kyng Henry returned with great tryumphe to his cytie and chambre of London, hauynge the victory and ouerhand of hys enemyes and rebellious aduersaries, wherof the cytezens were very glad & reioysed hartely, consideryng that such dama^es, such oppression, such perel and losse as they thought to haue susteyned, \vas by the death of such disturbers of peace & traquillitie, as the kyng had late overcome, cleane take away, auoyded & suppressed. Also the kyng hym self trustyng faithfully that all the brades of mischiefe kyndled before against him, was by this victory vtterly extinguished & brought to ashes, could not but be mery & reioyce. For which cause, he shewed him selfe both lowely & courteous towardes all, rewardyng & promotyng most bountifully & liberally all such persones, which not only did hasarde their goodes, their possessios, liuynges and substaunce, but also their lyues and bodyes in his defense and quarell. And not longe after, he delvuered lord Thomas Marques Dorset out of the Towre of London, acceptyng him to his high fauour and olde familiaritie, because his truth and fidelitie had been tryed and proued by sondry & dyuerse argumetes and assaies, In which pastyme, the kyng for the perfyght loue and syncere affeccion that he bare to his queue and wyfe lady Elizabeth, caused her to be crouned and enoynted quene on saynt Kaiherynes daye in Nouembre withall solempnytie to suche a high estate & degree apperteignyng. In the meane ceason Christotopher Vrswike was come to the Frenche kynge liuyng at Tholouse, & of him after the most louyng and frendely fassyon that coulde be, receaued and entreteined. And assone as he had shewed and declared his message, the Frenche kyng shewed hym selfe outwardly, althoughe inwardly he otherwyse entended, to be therewith contended and that very well pleased that the kyng of Englande shoud be the meane of peace and Arbiter indifferent betwene the duke and him. This answeie made, the English Ambassadour tooke his iorney streyght thcce as he was comauded into Briteyne, and shewed the duke vpon hys Masters behalfe all thvnges geuen him in charge and comissyon: But the duke (because him selfe had bene longe sycke and therby his memory and wyt was decayed and appaired) he appoynted to heare the message with other of his councelers, Lewes duke of Orleauce whiche •u-as fled thether out of Fraiice. When this duke hadhearde the Ambassadours declare their message, perceauynge that it touched a peace whiche he thought sounded neither to hys v proffyt nor pleasure, wherfore he beyng somwhat tyckeled with the message answered and sayed, that it was more mete & conuenient that kyng Henry (consideryng and remembryng the great kyndenes & humanitie that he had receaued at the dukes hand) shoulde with all the powre and strength he might, helpc the duke of Briteyne beyng by the Frencheme inuaded with yron, fyre and bloude, then to attempt or procure any fryuelous or vayne cornposycion or cocorde. Yea and although he had neither receaued nor remembred any bcnefyte done to him by the duke, yet should he consydre that the countrey of Briteyne was in maner a bullwerck and a stronge wall for the Englishmen in defence of the Frenchemen, the which yf yt should come into the handes of tlie Frenche nacion, then were his continuall enemyes next to the gate of his realme, whiche thyng he would not suffre if he remebrecl the Prouerbe thatsayth, when thy neighbours liouse is a fyer, thy staffe stadeth nexte the dore. Thus muche was the duke of Orlyaunce beyug of the French bloud, an enemy to hys naturall countrey, because that he beynge next of the bloud royal to the crounc of Fraunce, was repulsed from the chiefe estate and gouernaunce of the realme, and the kynges suster put in highest authoritie, durynge the ininorite of the kynge, he abandoned his awne natiue countrey, and hauynge onely refuge in the duchy of Britayne for hys awne sauegarde, profyt and emolumet, spake 3 these
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 439 these woordes that he declared and opened. For wel he knew, that kyng Henry was not therof all ignorant, that it was neither protitable nor comodious for y realnie of England, to hauethe duchy of Briteyne possessed of the Gaules, considering the sea costes of bothethe countreys, to lye directelye one agaynst the other. Then returned this Christopher agayne into Frauce, and there taried certayne dayes, declaryng to kyng Charles what aunswer was made to hym by the Briteynes, & shortly after returned into England agayn. Whyle these thinges were thus in doynge, the Freche kyng beseged with a great puissaunce the strongecitie of Nauntes in Briteyne. And tin: more gredyer that he was of hys purpose, & the more hast he made for gayning hys praye, so moch the more did he exhorte y kyng of England with letters, writyngesand blandymetes, by sondrieand diuers messengers, for to treale and conclude a peace, vnytie & concorde betuixt the duke of Briteine and hym, fearing least when he had almost wonne hys race, kynge Henry woulde put hym beside his sadle, whome he did halfe suspect to be a baclte frende of hys, and prone and ready to take the Brytones parte. Wherfore he sent in Ambassade Bernarde a Scotte borne, called y lorde Daubeney, in all the hast to kyng Henry, to desire hym in any wise to make some ende whatsoeuerit were, of this warre and controuersy. And thcrupon the kyng beyng desirous of the same, whiche had rather all thinges might be ended by peace rather then by dynt of sweard, least that he should be driuen to take parte with the Brytons agaynste the French nacio, elected emong all other, iii. oratours. The first was Ihon sainct Abbot of Abyndon, Ihon Lilye borne in Luke, the bishop of Homes collector, doctor of lawe, and Rychard Edgcobc knyght, both for age and prudent sagaciiie, fatherly, a wyse £ a graue personage, which for renuyng of the olde arnitie, were commaunded first to go to repaire to the Frenche kyng, and after that to the duke of Briteyne, to whome he gaue a longe commission with sufficient instruccions. But or euer these Ambassadours preceded ouer their iorney, Ihon Lilie fel sicke on the gowte, so that he was not able to traueyle in so long a iorney, and so weightye a busyncs, for whome was elected and choosen Christopher Vrswike, and so they. iii. sayled into Fraunce (as they were eomaunded) and when they had communed a space with the Frenche kyng, concernyng the forme of the peace & concorde to be concluded, Rychard Egecombe, and Christopher Vrswike, departed streight to the duke of Briteine, thinkinge ye and nothing doubting, but they there shoulde knyt vp the knot, and finall conclusio of their Ambassade, according to their awne request and desyre, but all their hope was vayne, and turned to a vanitie. For the duke, vpon great deliberation, constantly repudiated and refused euery condicion by them oftred or demanded. Which thinges, when they succeded not accordyng to their exspectacion, the Ambassadours deposinge and relinquisshynge all hope and esperance of any peace or concord to sorte to any good effect or purpose, reculed backe to the Frenche kyng agayne defrauded and spoyled of their entent and purpose, and there to hyrn declared what was their aunswer and linall resolucion, and yet makyng there abode in Fraunce, they intimated to the kyng of England by their letters all their actes and exployt. But, or their letters came to the kynges hades, syr Edward, lord Wooduile vncle to the Queue, a valyaunt Capitayne, and a bokle Chiipion, either abhorryng ease and ydlenes, or inflamed with ardent lone and aflfeccio toward the duke of Britayne, desyred very earnestly of kynge Henry, y if it were bys will and pleasure, that he with a conuenient number of good men of warre woulde transport hym selfe into Briteine, for y aide and defence of duke Fraunces, the kynges assured and proued frende. And least it should sowe or kyndle any dissencioor ingratitude betwene the Frenche kyug and him, he sayde that he woulde steale priuely ouer, and without any licence or pasporte, as though no man shoujde thinke or double but he were fled, & abandoned the realme without any fraude or male engyn. But the kyng, which had a firme confidence, that peace should be made by the polletique prouision and wyse inuencion of hys elected Ambassadotirs, woulde in nowise geue the brydle to hys hole, hasty and wilde desire, but stre^ghtly prohibited hym to attempte anye suche strategeme or enterprice, thinkynge that it stode not with hys honor to oftende the Frenche kyng, to whome he woulde shewe as muche
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    440 THE. II J. YERE OF inuche amitie and humanitie as he might, for suche a matter that coulde neither greatly pro fite the Bryttones, nor yet cause hym to surceasse of his appoynted inua&ion and pretensed enterprice. Yet this lord Wooduile hauyng playne repulse and denyall of the kynge, could not thus rest, determined to worke hys busynes sec.ietly without any knowlege of y kyng, and went strevght into the Isle of wight, wherof he was 'made ruler and capitayne, and there gathered together a crewe of tall & hardye personages, to the number ot. iiij. C. and with prosperous wynde and wether 'arryued in Briteyne, and ioyned hym selfe with the Brytons agaynst the Frenche power and nacion. The rumor of this doyng was sone blowen into the courte of France, wuiche made the Ambassadours of Englande notsmally abasshed, which knowing perfightlv y Frenche hartes to be prone and ready at all tymes to reuenge and do outrage to suche as displeased them, were sodainly afraied least the coinino people coulde not withoolde their hades from quereling or fraiyng. Albeit the lawe of armes, and the treuth it selfe did defende and preserue them from .iniury. But whiles the oratoures were in this perplexite and fear of daungier, and whiles the Frenchmen suspected this facte to be done by a.cautell of kyng Henry, .there came other new messengers from him to the French kyng, to purdge hymself to his frend of the suspected ingratitude, certefiyng hym and declaring (by most euideut tokens & apparant argnmentes) that the lord Wooduile without his knowlege or consent, was sayled ouer into Britayue with so small a number of men, which smal hand,ful, neither it becomed a prince to sende or se t forward, neither yet coulde do to the Brytaynes any great aide or succoure : To the which message and excuse, albeit the Frenche kynge adhibited but small credence, yet he some what mitigate of his angre and furious agony, dissimuled the matter (accordyng to the Freeh nature) with a flattening countenau nee. So the Ambassadours renewynge a league and amitie betwene 'thr-ir kyng and hym for. xii. monethes, returned into Englande againe, and shewed the kyng a 1 such thinges that they had either heard or sene there. The kyng of England weil perceyued by the report of hys newly returned Oratoures, that the Frenche kynge wrought ail hys feaU'S by subtyll craft and cloked collusion, treatyng and mocionynge peace and concorde, when he desyred nothing so much as discorde and warre, and that purpose he auaunced and set forwarde with sayle & ower, to the vttennost poynt of his habilite. Wherfore kyng Henry beyng assured of all the French kynges actes and cogitacios, determined now with all celerite to set forth out of hand al such thinges as here before had cocluded, cocerning the warre of Britayne, as you haue heard. Wherfore he called his high courte of Parliament, and there fyrst consulted with the peres and comynaltie of hys real me, for the aidyng of y duke of Britayne. Then for the^maintenaunce of y warres, diuers suinmes of money were granted and geuen, beside certayne decrees & actes made for the vtilite of the common wealth. And assone as the Parliament was ended, he caused mustres to be had hr certayne places of hys real me, and souldioures mete for the warre to be put in a redynes. .Yet least peraduenture he might seme willingly to breake the amitie, which was betwene the Frenche kynge, and hym, he sente diuers notable Ambassadoures into Fraunce, to cerlefye the Frenche kynge, that of late he haclde kepte a solempne Parliamente, in the whiche it was condiscended and agreed by the lordes temporall and spiritual!, and knyghtes of counties, and magistrates of cities, and borou.gh.es of his realme not onely consideryng the relief, comforte and aide that he had receyued at the dukes hancle, bothe for the sauegard of his lyfe, and for the recoueryng of hys enhentaunce and kyngdome, but also remembryng that Brytayne of auncient tyme was subiect & vassal to the realme of Englande, which countrey also hath been frendly, and aiders to the English nacion when it was vexed, bothe with foreyne powers and domesticall sedicipn, to aide, comforte and assist the Brytishe nacion with .all their strength, might and hd.bi.Itte againste all their eneinyes, frendly admonishyng hym that he should either desist from hys warre in Brytayue newly incepted, or els not be greued if he did agre (as reason woulde-) to the myndes, iudg^ftient and deterininacion of the princes and prelates of hys realme, assurynghym iti the woorde of a kynge, that hys armye should onely discendein the duchy of Brytayne, not to inuadeor make warre in the Frenche kynges
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 4-U kyngos realms or tcrritoryes, but onely to defend the duchy of Britayne, and to profligate and expell all the intrudors & inuasours of the French nacion, whiche iniustiy occupied.and imnuled tlie Brytannicall tytles and seignories. .With these commaundemetes the English Ambassadours departed, and declared to the Frenche king ail the inynde and will of their kyng and souereigne lord. Whiche message he dissimuled as litle to regarde as the bytyng of a flee, as though the Englishmen in the battaile, whicho lie knewe to be at hande, •coulde do no enterprice (as it happened in dede) either necessary to be feared or worthy to be remembred. The cause of hys so saiyng was thys, he knowynge that hys army was puissatmt and stronge in Britayne, and that the Britaynes had but a few Englishmen with the lorde Wooduile, of whome he passed litle, and seyng that Englad hall not yet sent any army thether for the dukes succour, Judged surely that hys army woulde do some great exployte (as they did in dede) before either the duke shoulde be purueyed or any aide ministred. And as he imagened SQ it folowed, for the Frenchmen so sore oppressed the countrey of Britayne and brent and distroyed eities, and beseged the toune of Fogeres, so that the duke of Britayne was encouraged by the duke of Orliaunce, and other rebelles of the Frenche kyng, manfully to fight and gene battaile to y Fiech army. And so the. xxv. daye of July they set forward, & came to a toune whiche the Frenchmen had gotten, called sainct Aulbyne. The Frenchmen were not ignoraiint of their commyng, but put theim selfes in a redynes. Of whiche armye was Capytaines, The lorde Lewes of Treuoyle, yyscount of Thonars, a Gascoyn, Adryan lorde of Mountfalcoysse. On the Brytones parte were cheuetaynes, Lewes duke of Orliaunce, and the prynce of Orenge, whiche because they and other of the Frenchemen were all on horsebacke, were mistrusted of the Brytones, least they woulde at their moost nedeflye. Wherfore they discended on.fote, and the duke and the prince put the selfes in the battaile of the Almaynes : The Marshal of Rieux was appoynted to the vauntgarde. The middle warde was delyuered to the lord Dalebret, and the rereward to the lorde Chateaw Bryand, and to make the Frenchemen beleue that they had a great number of Englishmen (notwithstandynge there wete but foure hundreth with the lorde Wooduile) they appareled a thousand andseuen hundred Brytons in cotes with red crosses after the English fasshion. When bothe the armyes were approchyng to the other, the ordinaunce shot so terribly and with suche a violence, that it sore darnmaged and encombred bothe the parties. When the shot was finished, bothe the vantgardes ioyned together with suche a force that it was maruell to beholde. The Englishmen shot so fast, that the Frechmen in the forward, werefayne to recule to the battaile where their horsemen were. The rereward of the Frenchmen, seyng thys fyrst discofiture began to flye, but the Capitaynes retired their men together agayn, & the horsetne set fiercely on y Brytaines, and slewe the moost parte of the foteme. When the forward of the Brytones pereeaued that their horseme nor the Almaines carne not forward they prouided for the selfes & fled, some here, and some there, where they thought to haue refuge or succour. So that in conclusio the Frenchme obteyned the victory, & slew all such as ware red crosses, supposyng the all to be Englishme. In thys coliict were slayn almost all the Englishmen, & six. M. Brytones, Emogest whome were'founde dead the lorde Wooduile, & the lord lames Galeas borne in Napels. And of y Brytones there were slayne the lord of Leon, the lorde Mountfort, the lorde Pontlabbe & many noble Si notable persones of tlie British nacion. Of the French nacio were slayne. xii. C. persones. The prynce of Orenge, & the duke of Orliaunce were taken prysoners, which duke (although he were next heyre apparaut to the croune of Fraiice) should hauc lost hys head, if lady lane his wyfe which was syster to Charles y Freeh king had not obteined pardo & remissio of his trespasse & offence. Howbeit he was log after kept prysonerin the great Toure at Bourgesin Berry. This 'infortunate metyngchauced toy Britaynes on a moday, beynge the. xxvii. day of luly, in $ yere of our redepcio. M, cccc. Ixxxviij. & in y. iii. yere of kyng Henry the. vii. When these newes were brought into Englande, the kynge vigilantly forseyng what was like to chaunce, thought it neeeos »ry to accelerate the mattre before concluded, wherefore 3 L with
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    442 THE IIIJ. YERE OF with all spede he sent Robert Lord broke, Syr Ihon Cheyny, syr Ihon Middelton, syr Rau& Hilton, syr Rychard Corbet, syr Thomas Leighton, syr Richard Laton and syr Edmond Cornevvall, all lusty and courageous capitaynes with. viij. M. men well armed, and warlike furnished to ayde and assist the BrytOnes agaynst the Frenchemen. These iolymen of warre had suche prosperous wynde, that "they arryued in Brytayne euen as they woulde wyshe or desyre. And after that they had recreated their spirites, and refreshed, them selfes a litle after their labour and Journey, they puttynge the selfes in good ordre of battaile, marshed forward toward their enemyes, and not farre from them encamped them selfes. But when the Frenchmen knew of their landyng whonae they knew by no small experience (and especially so long as they were freshe and lusty) to be in maner inuincible. And so at the begyniwns they were all blanke, & for feare kept themselfes craftely and polletikly within their carnpe. And after that, they sent forth a smal company of lighte horsemen, the whiche to weiy and fatigate the stoute stomackes and haute courages of the English army, made in diruers places of& the army, skyrmysshes, outcryes & alaromes. So for a certayne space they vsed tnvs kynde of daliyng w the Englishmen, but euer the losse turned to the ^Frenchmen, & they" bare the woorse away, by reason of the archers y so sore galled the and theyr horsses with arowes, that their braggyng incursions were sone left and done. But beholde themutacion of this worlde, whyle this warre was thus set forward, Fraunces duke of Britayne departed out of this life, so that the Englishmen were in a doubtfull labirinth, and a great ambiguyte. For the chiefe rulers of the Britaynes^ beyng some of them corrupted with money, and some stirred with desire of deuision and cotrouersie, fell into deuision emorige them selfes, so that they semed not to tendre the defence and proteccion of their naturall countre, but rather mynded the distruccion and vttre confusion of the same. Whiche deuision the Englishmen perceauyng, and also consideryng that it was in y middest of wynter, in the whiche tyme it is not wholsome for men to lye in the frosty and moyst feeldes, were compelled in maner by necessitie within, v. monethes that they went forward, to returne backe agayn in to Englande. After thys Charles the frenche kynge hauyng thus the vpper hand of the Brytones, perceauyng that Maximilian kyng of Romanes laboured to haue in mariage, Anne sole heire to Frances duke of Britain for her younger suster was late dead, whiche thoughte was neither for hys profile nor aduantage, concluded a peace with the Brytones. By whiche treatie he had the lady deliuered into hys possession, & after her deliueraunce, he refusyng and repudiatynge the manage of y lady Margaret, daughter to the forsayd kyng of Romanes, espoused y lady Anne duches of Brytayne, by whiche meanes the duchye of Britayne was annexed to the croune of Fraunce, as here after shall appere when it toke effect, whiche was not two yeres after. f THE. IIIJ. YERE. NQwe to the mony layde out, as concernynge the sumpteousnes of thys battaile. It was decreed by the. iii. estates (as you haue heard) in Englande before that any souldioures were sent into Britayne, that for the expence of that warre euery man should be taxed and assessed at the some of hys substaunce, and should paie the tenth penny of hys gooddes for the maintenaunce of the warre in Britayn. Which money the moost parte of them that dwelt about the Bishoprike of Durham & Yorkeshire, refused vtterly topaye, either thinking the selfes ouercharged with the greatnes of the same, and therewith greued, or excited and procured through the euell counsayll and sedicious persuasion of certayne persones, whiche preuely conspired agaynst the kynge to put him to new trouble and busines. Therfore suche as were by the kynges comaundement made Collectoures and gatherers of the summe taxed, after that they coulde not get the money, accordynge to the extractes to them by the commissioners deliuered, made their complaint preuely to Henry the. iiii. Erie ef Northumberland, 6 chiefe
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 443 cliicfe ruler of the Northe parties.And he immediatly vpo the knowlege therof, signefied the kynges grace by hys letters, that the people greatly grudged and murmured, makynge open Proclarnacion that they haue ben charged of late yeres.with innumerable incommodities and oppressions, without any defaut or desert, and that now there was a houge some requyred of them, which neither they were hable to satesfie so great a detnaunde, nor yet woulde once consent to paye any one peny of the sayde summe requyred. The kynge commaunded the erle in any wyse by distresse or otherwise accordyng to hys discrccion, to exacte the money of the people, and by copulsion to enforce sutiie to payment as whyned moost at it, least y it might appere that the decrees, actesand statutes, made and confirmed by him and hys high courte of Parliament, shoulde by hys rude and rusticall people be infringed, despised and vilepended. The rude rashe and vnaduiscd people, hearynge this aunswer of the kynge, by and by, violenily set vpon the erle by the procurement of a symple felowe called Ihon of Chambre, whome the erle in treated with fay re woordes to come to reason, but they laiyng to hys charge that he was the chiefe author £ principall causer of thys taxe and tribute paiynge, both hym and diuers of hys housholde seruauntes, furiously and shamefully murthered & kylled. Diuers afferme that tne Northenmen bare against this erle continuall grudge, sith the death of kyug Ryciiard, whome they entirely loued and highly fauoured, whiche secret serpet caused their fury to wade farther then reason coulde retract or restieyne. Althoughe thvs offence were great and heynous, yet ther succeded after a more mischief and a greater incohuenience. For incontinent the Northenme to cloke the homicide and manslaughter, by a violence put on their armure and assembled in flockes, and elected to thcim a capitayne called syr Ihon Egremonde knyght, a person no less sedicious then facciousand desirous of trouble, an;l ordred them seifes lyke men of warre, and passynge by the countreys, they published and declared that they would byd battail to the kynge, onely for the tuicion and defence of their common libertye and fredome, whiche he woulde plu&ke. and by hys extreme power take & bereue fro the. But when their cause should be decided with blowes & handstrokes, their fury was asswaged £ refrigerate, their hartes were in their liecles, & their stomackes as coulde as any stone, & euery one wished v this tumult were retracted £ queched, which was now al ready not smokynge but enflamed : and in coclusion, euery in. in ra-nne awaye, some this way, £ some that way, as men amased when they lacke council, skatered & dispersed in diuers places. When euery ma was returned, the mattre was ended as they imagened, but while they diligently laboured to saue their lifes by tliglit, they sought their awne destruccio. For the moost parte of the were punyshed by death or by imprysoment for the same offence. For the kyng heryng of this tumulteous busynes, sent forth Thomas erle of Surrey, whome not log after he had deliuered out of y Toure, £ receaued to his grace £ especial fauour (as he was both for his wit £ fjdelite wel worthy) with acopetent creweof me into the North partes, which skyrmished w a certayne copany Si discofited the, & toke a lyue Ihon a chfibre the first beginner of this rebellio. The kyng hym self roade after the erle into Yorkeshire, of whose coming the slaues & sturdy rebelles were so abashed & a fiayed, that they fled more £ Icsse, which afterwarde were apprehended & greuously punished aCcordyug to their demerites & deseruyng. Yet the kyng of hys magnificent mynde, pcrdoned the innocent £ rural people, & placed £ executed y inuenters of the mischief, & the furtherers of the same. For Ihon a chfibre was hanged at Yorke, vpon a gybbet set vpon a square paire of gallowes, lyke an archetraytoui'e, & hys complices & lewde disciples were hftged on the lower gallowes roude aboute their mayster, to the terrible example of all other. But syr Ihon Egremod, whome these bedicious persons preferred to be their Capitayn, fled into Flauders to ^ lady Margaret duches of Burgoyne, whiche euei' enuied the prosperite kynge Henry. When this folishe enterprice was thus quenched, the kyng gaue cotnission & charge to syr Rychard Tunslall knyght, a man of greate wyt, pollecie &discrecion, to gather and receaue the subsidie to hym dewe of the people, and he hym selfe returned shortely to London, leauynge the erle of Surrey to rule the Northpartes, perceauynge well the Englishmen, not so 3 L 2 muche
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    444 THE. IIIJ. YERE OF muche to grudge at the paymente of the taxe or tribute, as they did grone at the excessyue and importable some vpon the assessed, remembryng the okle prouerbe loue me litle and loue md lonce. And thys was the yere of our Lorde. M. cccc. xc. and the fourth yere ot thys kynges reigne. Before this tyme, Maximiliaen kynge of Romanes, whicHe as you haue heard in the tyme of kynge Edwarde the. iiij. had contrary to the mynde and will of the French kyng espousedlady Maine, daughter £ heyre to Lewes the French kynge, and by her had issue, a sonne " called Philip, and Margaret whiche was affied to Charles the. vii. Frenche kyng and by hyrn repudiate and forsaken, was sore offended & greatly greued with the Flernynges, but moost of all with the Gauntoys and Brugians, for kepyng from him perforce hys sonne & heyre duke Philip, whiche neither by gentle request nor cruell menace woulde deliuer the sonne to hys naturall father and lawful parent. Wherfore the king Maximilaen assembled a company of Almaynes & Ouerlanders (for he did not greatly put hys confidence in the Brabanders nor Hollanders) and made sharpe warre on the Flemynges, in the whiche he litle preuayled. For the Flemynges sent to the Frenche kynge for aide & succour, whiche beyng glad of that request, sent'Philip de Creuecure lorde Desquerdes, commonly called the lorde Cordesintothe confines of Flaunders with a great army of men, to aide and succour the Fleminges, trustynge by that meanes to obteyne bothe the possession of y young enfaunt duke Philip, and the whole countrey of Flaunders. Wherfore Maximilian entending to allure the Flemynges from the Frenchmen, beganne first to practise with them of Bruges, of whyche toune the grauous men, sone condiscended and astipulat to reason, requyringe hym to come to their toune, and sent to hym with their request, the Sctilt called Peter Longoll with diuers other, to aduertise hym that at hys comynge thither, he should fynde hym conformable to hys M vll, pleasure and request. Vpon trust u-herof he entred into the toune smally aecompanyed, and came before the toune, thinkyng that the lordes and senate woulde Joyously haue receaued and welcomed hym. But the whole turned clene contrary, for the lyght witted persons, to whome peace was treason, and concord venemous poyson, takyng this occasion totheim offred, cryed to harneys. When they, whiche had brought the kyng into the toune, sawe the tumult of the people, and that no man came to their relief, they left their lord post alone, and fled into corners. The warden of the smythes was the chief of the route, which bad the kyng to take pacience a whyle, and he should haue a gentle imprysonement, and so conueighed hym to the house of Ihon Grosse, iudge of the audience. Then the Almaynes•were all banished, the toune and the lordes of Gaut were sent for, whiche taried not longe. When they had the praye that they espected, fyrst diuers citezens whiche they thought fauourahle to Maximiliaen they beheaded. Mathew Spert, one of hys chief counsailours and trusty frendes, was sent to Gaunt, and there put to death. lames Dudenezell, & James of here. ii. \vyse burgeses, notwithstandynge that all the priestes and religious of the toune made intercession for theim, were at Bruges executed. Then Ihon Capenoll a busy rnerchaunt, woulde in all haste haue rydden to induct the French kyng as their souereigne lorde, ta whome the moost parte woulde in nowyse a stipulate nor consent, nor yet entended to clishcneryt the yonge duke Philippe of hys graunclfathers inheritaunce. When execucion was done of the wyse and sad counsaylers, y newe made rulers caused theyr prynce kynge Maximilien to be broughte to the toune house, and there they layed to hys charge, that he had not obserued the treatie, whiche they of Gaunt and Bruges had concluded w the French kyng. Secondarely, they alledged that he put high Almaynes in ofticies and great authoritie, whiche without their assent woulde haue chaunged and inhaunced their coyne and money to their great prejudice and detriment. Many other ridiculous articles they layde to hym, whiche the eares of euery honest creature knowynge the duetie of the subiect to hys prynce, woulde abhorre and floccipend, to the whiche he so wisely and boldely aanswered, that in parte he asswaged their malice, and mitigated their rage. In'so much that lie was more gentler entreated then he was before. For if hys aunswer had been to the displeasaunt, or if he had menaced them but one woorde, I thinke in their furye they woulde haue
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 44J haue dispatched him out of hys lyfe and lande. The Gautoys woulde haue deliuered hym to the Frenche king, hut the Brugias woulde not assent. Ihcy of Gaunt desyred to haue him in their custody in Gaunt, hut y citezens of Bruges vtterly denied hys deliuery. Wherfore the Gauntoyes in great displeasure departed. After whose departure the Brugians were content to set hym at lihmie, so that he and diuers of hys nobilitie should sweare on the holy Sacrament, not onely to remit, pardon and forge ue all offences perpetrated and committed hy them of Flaunders, but also shoulde sweare and promes, neither to remenibre nor reuege thesame. Thys othe he sware in the great Church of Bruges, and the lord of Raueston called Philip Mounseur, and the lord of Beuers anddiuerse other sware thesame, addyng therunto, that if he did attempt any thynge cotrary to hys othe and promes, then they sware to take parte with the good tounes of Flaunders agaynste hym and his adherehtes. And vpon this promes he was deliuered and frakely set at libertie. But Frederick the Emperour coulde not forget the reproche & despite that was shewed to hym in hys sonne, and the great injury & wrog that was done to his bonne partely to hys dishonour, scourged Flaunders with sharpe warre and mortall affliccions (Maximilian liyng in quyet and nothyng attemptynge) but Philip Mounceur, lorde of Raueston, the whiche toke hys othe with kyng Maximilian, to shewe that the warre was renouate without hys knowledge and assente, forsooke Maximilian hys lord, and toke the tounes of Ypere, and Sluse, with both the Castels of thesame hauen, which he manned and viteyled, and kept two yeres agaynst the power of Maximilian, till he rendred theim to syr Edward Pownynges sent thether by the kynge of Englande, as you shall hereafter well perceaue. Beside this, the foresayde Philip not onely exacted and stirred the Gauntoys, Brugians and other tounes of Flaunders, to rebell agaynst their souereygne lorde, but also sent to the lorde Cordes, to aide hym to conquere suche tounes of Flaunders, as were not of their opinion and confederacy. This lord Conies, which vntruly reuolted from duke Charles of Burgoyne, beyng hys bryngervp and chief preferrer to Lewes the Freeh kyng (as you haue heard before) \vas glad of thys, and so sent to the aide of the Fleminges. viii. M. Frenchmen, willyng them to take and conquere such tounes, as were in the waye betwene Fraunce and Bruges, or Caleys and Bruges. The Capitaynes foloivynge hys deuice, beseged a litle waKed toune, called Dipeuew, to whome came. iiii. M. Flemvnges with vitayle and artillary, sent from Philip Mounseur. They layed siege on the Northsyde of the toune in a marishe groude then beyng drye, and so depely dyched their campe, and so highly trenched it, on whiche trenche they layed their ordinaunce, that it was in maner impossible to entre into their campe, or to do them any displeasure or dammage. The kynge of Englande was dayly aduertised of these doynges, whiche nothing lesse desyred then to haue the English pale and territory, enuyrtfned with French fortresses. For he perceaued well that if the Frecheme gate Dipenewe, they would afterward assaile Newport and Grauelynge, and cosequently, what \v force and what with corruption of rewardes, their purpose was to haue the possession of duke Philip, and all Flaunders, whiche shoulde not be to the profile of hym nor hys subicctes. Wherforc this. v. yere, sodeinly with great expedicion he sent ouer to the lord Dawbeney to Caleys, the lord Morley with a Crevve of valiaunt archers and souldiours, to the number of a. M. men, with preuy instruccions what they shoulde do. When they were laded, they published and sayed that they came to defende the English pale, if the Frenchemen or Flemynges would attept any mastryes there: But their entcrprice was all otherwise. For on a Tuesdaye at the shuttyng of the gates at nyghte, the lorde Dawbeney chefetayne of the army, tiie lorde Morley, Syr lames Tyrrell, Capitayne of Guysnes, Syr Henry Willpughby, Syr Gylbert Talbot, syr Homfrey Talbot, Marshall of Caleys, and diuers other knightes and Esquyers, and other of the garrison of Ilarnmes. Guysnes and Caleys, to the numbre of two. M. men or there aboute, issued preuely oute of Caleys, and passed the water of Grauelynge in the mornynge be tymes, and left there for a stale and to kepe the passage syr Hoaiirey Talbot with. vi. skore archers, and came to Newporte, where they founde y soueraygiie of Flaiiders with. vi. C. Almaynes, and there they commoned and paused that nyght. On
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    446 THE. V. YERE OF On the next day as they came secretly toward Dipinew (se y chauce) at a place of execacion, nere the high wave was a Gaiitoys (which was come out of the army for a spye, and appreheded by them of Dipenew) led to hangyng, which emongest the Englishrae knew syr lames Tyrrell, and called to hym for comfort and succoure, promisynge hytn that if he •woulde saue hys lyfe, he woulde guyde theim where they shoulde entre on the Gauntoys, to their honour and aduauntage, and he woulde be the first assaylaunt of all the company. When hys promes was regarded, after request made to the Borough masters and capitaynes of the toune, he-was perdoned but not deliuered. The nextdaye in y mornyng, after they had ordred their army, their guyde conueyghed theim out at the Southgate of the toune by a high banke set with willowes,' so that the Gauntoysses coulde not wel espie them, and so secretly came to the ende of the campe of their enemyes and there paused. The lorde Daubeney commaundeddllmen to sende their horses & wagonsbacke, but the lord Moiley sayde he woulde ryde tyll he came to handstrokes (but he was deceaued) so they passed on tyll they came to a Jowe bancke and no depe dyche, where their ordinaunce laye, and there the archers shote altogether euery man an arrowe, and so full prostrate to y groud, their enemyes discharged their ordinaunce all atones, and ouershot the. Tiie archers roase and shot agayn, and bet them from their ordinauce. The Almaynes lept ouer tiie dyche with their morisbe pykes, the Englishmen in the forefront waded the dyche, and were holpen vp by the Ahiiaynes, and set on their enemies, and slew and toke many prisoners. The other Englishmen hasted bythecawsey to entre in at the Northgate of the campe, where the lord Alorley being on horsbacke in u ryche coate was slayne with a gonne. When his death was know en, euery man kylled hys prisoner and slewe all such as did withstad them to the number of. viij. M. men, in somueh that of. ii. M. that came out of Bruges (as the Flemysh chronicle repo.teth) there came not home an hundred. There were slayne in the sayd place two chief capitaynes, George Peccanet, and Anthony Nyewnhome. On the English parte was slayn the lord Alorley, and not an hundred moo. The Englishmen toke their ordinaunce and sent it to Newport with al their spoyle and great horses. And by the waye, hearyng certayne Frencheme to be at Ostend, they made thetherward, but the Frenchmen fled, and so they burned parte of the tonne, and came agayne to Newport, where the lord Dawbeney left all the Englishmen that were hurt or wounded, and carved with hym the dead corp'is of the lorde Moiley, and buryed it honorably at Caleys. Thys felde was profitable to the Englishmen, for they that went forth in clothe, came home in sylke, and they that wet out on foote, came home on great horsses, suche is the chaunce of victory. The lorde Cordes, beyng at Yper with. xx. M . men, was sore discontent with this ouerthrowe, wherefore he thynkyng to be reuenged, came and beseged tiie toune of Newport strogely (the which capitayne, Aloseur de Merwede, before capitayne of Dipenew, and all the gentc linen of Westflaunders, and the thre principall cities of Flaunders, viteylcd tiie Frenche hoost so wel that all thinges was to good chepe) they without shot at the wailes, and brake the in manv places, and they within sore greued them without with their artiliary. But the Englishmen y were hurts at Dixmewe i'elde before, and might eyther stand or drawe a bowe, neuer came from the wailes. One day the Frenchmen gaue a great assaute to a Tovvre, and perforce entred it, and set vp the banner of the lorde Cordes: but as God •woulde, during the time of the assaute there arryued from Caleys, a Barke with. Ixxx. fresh Englishe archers, which came streiglit to the Towre. The wome of tiie tonne, perceiuynge the Englishmen come, cryed with lamentable and loude voyces, helpe Englishmen, helpe Englishmen, shute Englishmen, shote Englishmen, so that, "what with the helpe of such as before were wounded and hurte men, and of the courageous hartes of the new come Archers, and the stoute sfomackes and diligency of the women, which as fast as the Englishmen strake doune the enemyes, the women were ready to cut their throtes, they wanne agayne the Towre, and slewe the Frenchmen, & ret the banner of the lorde Cordes and set vp the penon of saynct George. Then the Frenchme, supposyng a great aide of Englishemen, to haue bene come to the toune by sea, left the assaulte. And the night folowyng the couetous lord Cordes
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 447 Cordes (which so sore loged for Caleys, y he would commonly save that he would gladly lye. vii. yercs in hell, so y Caleys were in the possession of the Frenchmen) brake vp hys siege and shamefully returned to Hesdyng, And the Englishmen glad of this victory returned agayne to Caleys. Thisyere also, the realme of Scotlad suffered an infeccious & mortal! plage, because the name of lames the third kyng of Scottes was so odyous, so hated and disdayned of the whole nobilitie of the realme of Scotlande, chiefly because they perceaued that lie set more by vile borne vileyns and light persones, then by the princes and nobles of nys realme, as I haue declared to you in the history of kyng Edward the. iiii. which mischiefe and vngrate discotnmoditie, after they had tollerated and paciently suffred no small tyme to their great grudge & displeasour. They now thought it most expediet for their purpose & welfare, euen by force of armes to recouer their pristinate libertie and auncient frcedome. Therefore makyng preuely a coniuracid and cospiracy together agaynst their prynce and soueraigne lorde, copassed his death and destruccion. Yet that it inighte not be thoughte that they did intende the destruccion of their natyue countrey, they made the kynges sonne named after hys father lames, prince of Rothsay (a chylde borne to goodnes and vertue) their Capitayne, in maner against hys will, openly protesting, that they purposed the confusion, affliccion and deposyng of an euell kynge and wretched prynce, and not the subuersion & destruccio of their coutrey : by which craftie ymagened inuecion they might eyther cloke or propulse from the all suspicion, of their purposed vntruthe and shamefull disloyaltye. Wlier? of the kynge beynge credibly informed, was pensyfe, sorie, carefull, vexed and sore tormeted in his mynd, for this cause in especiall, that he should haue cyuile dis^encion with hys awne subjects and nali'ue country men, yee & agaynst his awne sonne beynge made Capyteyne of that vntrewe and peruerse company, whome next to him selfe he loued. fauoured and honoured, ymagenynge with him selfe that this comocyon sounded to none other effect but that the hed should fight and stryue with the other mebres and partes of the natural body : and yet on the other syde, not to resvst shortly theyr newe incepted entreprice might easeiy encourage & inflame the malicious heartes of his domesticall enemyes with more boldenes & audacite to attept farther mischef & mcouenieee. Therfore to thetent to make a plaster for both these sores to be healed: Fyrst to apease and assuage the fury and rumour of the people, being this in a rage, he prepared an army of me. After that he sent Arnbassadours to his sonne and the nobilitee assembled with him, for a loue, peace, concorde, quictnes and vnitee to be concluded emongest them. Also he sent letters to y kyng of Englande and the French kynge, requytkige them that they woulde. vouchesafe with their good and Godly counsail, helpe & assaye to mitigate and asswage this furious enormitie of his rude and sauage people, wliich was incepted and begonne thorough the perswasion and procurement of certeine pernicious and sedicious persones. And besides this, he wrote to the bishop of Rome Innocet for thesame matter, in the which he earnestly obtested, desyred & prayed him that he would of his goodnes, faith & charite sende some one legate to these rebellesof his nobilitit% to charge and commaunde, that they scttynge aside all warre and hostilite, embrace quietnes, rest and vnitee. This miserable decrepite and aged kyng, thinkynge that bothe delaiyngeand continuaunce of time, and also the entreating and hartye prayers of -his frendes and alies would quenche and mollerie their inordinate wildenes and furious rage, and persuade the to sobriete and good confer mite, had rather with these, and other sembleuble medecyncs remedie thisyonge springyng sore, tlu-n he woulde haue it experimented, and tryed with cyuyle battaile and intestine destruccion, which he thought to be a thing bothe vngodly, vnnatural' and execrable. For. all this, no medecyne, no cousail, no wholsome preceptes could appease or pacefie the angry myndes and ragynge wittes of the Scottishe nobilitie, so much were they addicted and bent too this folye and vnreasonable madnes. In so much, as to the messengers sent from him to the beyng their soueraygne lorde, they made this vnreasonable and vnhonest auuswer, that is: yf he would resigne the tytle of his croune & realm and depose
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    448 THE. V. YERE OF pose him selfe of his royall dignite, then they would c5men with hym of a peace, or els their eares were stopped from heryug of any entreatie or persuasion. Thesame aunswer brou^hte the Ambassadour of Englandc and Fraunce to their princes, whiche sore lamented and deplored the peruerse fortune and tnischaunce of their frede the Scottish kyng, as though they had bene partakers of his affliccio : But Adda the bishop of Homes legate,' of vhomc we will speake more hereafter came to late, and as who should saye, a daye after the faire. When nothynge coulde moue or perce these stony hartes or frosty myndes of the nobilitie of Scotland : In conclusion they met together in a pitched feelde, where after great slaughter of many men, the poore sely kynge fled into a Myll for succoure, whether he was folowed and prosecuted, and there shamefully murthcred, and vnreuerently, (not lyke a prynce or a crouned kynge) left starke naked lyke a stinkyng caryon. Then the prynces of Scotland beynge saciat and filled with the blood and slaughter of their soueraygne lorde and kynge (thynkinge that they had well reuenged th,e olde displeasures to theim done and committed by kyng lames the thirde) set vp in the trone and estate royall, the prince hys sonne, and named hym lames the. iiii. of that name. Before this tyme, as you haue heard, Innocet bishop of Rome had sent in legacye Adryan of Castella, a man of hetouria borne in y tonne of Cornete, called in the olde tyme Newcastel, which should haue gone to Scotlande, too haue pacetied by hys authentic and commaundement thys troublesome busynes, moued and slurred betwene the kyng and his subiectes. Yet this man, although he made many great iourneys, when he came to England, wasenformed of the kynge, to whome he hadde certayne commaundementes and messages to saye from the Romyshe Bishop, that he came to late for too accouiplysh the commission of his legacy, asserteynynge him that the Scottishe kynge was dead, gentely aduisinge hym, that he should not moue one foote ferther but tary still in Englande, where he was not past two dayes, but that he was playnly certefied by the Bishops of Scotlande of the kynges death. This Adryan taryed certayne monethes after this in Englad and was made much of, and highly commended and lawded too the kyng by Ihon Morton bishop of Caunterbury, whiche for the good learnyng, vertue, & humanite, that he sawe and perceaued to be in him shewed to hym all poyntes of humanite and frendshippe, that a frende might do to a frende. And vpon hys commendacion, the kynge thynkynge thys man woorthy to be looked vpon, and mete to do the kynge pleasure, muche phantasied and more fauoured this legate Adryan, in somuche as he was Oratourand solicited his cause, bothe to Innocet and also to Alexander the sixt, Bishops of Rome. And after this, for his diligent seruyce, he so loued and fauoured him y he made him Bishop of Hertford, and shortely after, that resigned & geuen ouer, he promoted hym to the Bishoprike of Welles and Bathe. And not longe after this Adryan was returned with these honoures to Rome, where he was promoted successiuely by ail the degrees of spiritual dignitees into the College and societee of Cardinalles. For Innocent fyrste made him his Collectour in England, and also one of the. vii. Prothonotaries. After this Alexander the. vi. had hym as one of hys priuye counsayll, and promoted him to the degree of a Cardmall: But who is that I praye you that will meruell at this, which aswell may he geue to fooles and dyzerdes as to wise and well learned men: There is another prayse of this Adrian, and thesame in maner eternall: The ma.nne was of profounde learninge and knowlege, not vulgare, but straunge, newe and difficile, and in especial he was a man of a ripe Judgement in electinge and chosynge concinnate termes, end apte and eloquente woordes, whiche firste of our tyme, after that golden worlde of Tully, moued men with his writyngc to imitate and foloe the moost approbate, and allowed authours that were of eloquecie, and taught y trade and phrase to speake fyne, pure, freshe and cleane latyn, so that by his example and docmuft, eloquece flourished :at this houre in all places of Christendome, wherfore after my iudgemet he is not woorthie to be put in obliuion: but now to mv purpose. 4 THE
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 449 THE VI. YERE. THe Britishe affaires in the meane ceason, because that all discorde was not pacefied and appeased, beganne agayne nowe to flowe out and to trouble, and set all thynges in a newe broyle and busynes. For Maximilian kynge of Romaynes beynge without a wife, before this tyme, made suite to Frances duke of Briteyne, to haue in manage the lady Anne hys daughter, to the whiche request the duke gentely coridiscended. And one, whiche by proxie wooed for him: too the entent that the lady shoulde performe that she promised on her faith and honour, he vsed a new inuencio and tricke, after this maner: When the lady did take her chambre, the night after the aftiaunce, she was layed naked in the bride bed, in the presence of diuerse noble matrones and Prynces, called thether as witnesses. The procuratour or Deputie for the husbande whiche represented his person, was layde in the place of her husbande, and put one of his legges into the bed vp to the harde knee, in the sight and compafgny of many noble personages, as who said that the virgin had bene carnally knowen, and so the matrimony perfighte and consummate, and they two as man & wyfe. But this fonde new founde ceremony was little regarded and lesse esterned, of hym that onely studyed and watched, howe to surrept and steale this turtle oute of her mewe and lodgynge. For Charles the Frenche kynge (as no ma can blame hym) was desyrous and gredy too be coupled in manage, wyth so great an inhcritoure, and reputynge the mariage made with Maximilian, to be of no validite and effect, the more busely and incessantly he made sharpe warre, & skourged the Brytones, to thentent he might bothe haue the lady and her dominions also at hys will and pleasure. But he imagined that the kynge of Englande woulde caste a trurnpe in his waye, and be an impediment to his purpose by sendynge into Britayne a newe army of Englishemen, for he had intelligence by his preuy fautours. Kynge Henry and Ferdinando kyng of Spaygne, were fully decreed to aide, assist and defende the duches and duchie of Briteyn, in all jeopardies and aduentures, to thentent that they agaynst their will and affeccion should not be by force compelled, to submit them selfes to the subieccion and ponderous yoke of the Frenche kynge. For the whiche cause, these two princes were ioyned in a league and confederacy to resist and propulse this manifest wronge and apparant iniurie. Wherfore he sent in all post hast the lord Frances of Luxenborongh, Charles Marignane, and Robert Gagime, ministre of the bone homes of the Trinitee, to kyng Henry for a peace to be confirmed & had, which whe they came before the kynges presence, were accepted and entreteyned afier the best maner. And when they were demaunded of theffect of their legacion, their request was that kyng Charles, as chiefe and supreme lord ouer the seignorie & duchye of Briteyne, might without any spot of ingratitude to be imagined or conceaued by kynge Henry, lawfully ordre and dispose at his will and pleasure the mariage of lady Anne of Briteyne, as his ward& orphan, without any let and distnrhaunce of the kynge of Englad, or any of his alies and confederates.    Kyng Hery thereto would not condiscende, but still harped on this stryng, that the virgyn, whiche was lawfully cornbyned in matrymony with Maximilian kynge of Romans, shoulde not be compelled agaynste her wil and promes (beynge contrary to all lawe, right and equitie) too take any other person then hym to her spouse and husband, for that it was clerely repugnaunt to all veritie and lawe, both of God and man. So when they had lyngred the tyme, and consumed many dayes in vayne argumentes and superfluous reasons, without any of their requestes obteyned : after longe debatyng and consultacion, they were resolued on this poynte, least it shoulde be thoughte that all their legacion had bene in vayne and brought to no efncacie or purpose, a forme of a league and amitie shoulde be drawen with condicions, clauses and couenauntes. And for the farther furtheraunce of that purpose, it was thoughte necessary and expedient that the kynge of Englande shoulde sende 3 M Ambassadors
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    THE. VI. YERE OF Ambassadours to the Frenche kynge, whiche in hys name and by his authoritee might breuely conclude and finishe the league and treatie that was in communicacion incepted and be
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 451 diuerse to inculcate and put in her hed & ty ttle in her eare, that the manage made with Maximilian was of no stregth and lesse efficacy, considcrynge that it was concluded and made without the consent, agrementand will of him, which is the chiefe lorde and ought to haue the gouernaunce ouer her as his warde, & the whole duchy of Briteyne, assuring her that she was deluded, and that the manage with Maximilian was ncuer consummate nor perfight. And this was the very cause that no sure concorde or peace could be concluded & agreed betwene these two Prynces. And where as the Freeh kyng had long kept with hym the lady Margaret, daughter to Maximilian and her solemply espoused at Amboys, he sayde that that manage might be lawfully dissolued agayne, because the lady was of that age, that she coulde neither be geuen nor yet taken in manage, for whiche cause he might lawfully repudiate and honestly putherfrom him. By this crafte and perswasion they led and entised the fayre mayden, suspectyng none euell and brought her to this poynt, that in conclusion, she beyng proclaimed by diners, Prynces of Briteyne, subornate and corrupted with mede contrary to their duetie and allegeauce, was content tocondissendeand agree to that the Frenchmen demaunded, £ not onely to submit her selfe to the French kyng, but also to take him to her make and husband, by the reason whereof the warre mighte ccasse, whiche with violencie and impression of thesame, had infested and afflicted all her whole countrey. To this rnariage agreed all the nobilitie of Briteyne, wliithe lielde of the French parte, thinkingeit verily for the auauncement of the com < inon weale and their ease, because to trust to y power of Maximilian, which was of no puyssauce, they thought it veyne and of no efficacy. And when the Freeh kyng had composed and or.dred hys matters of this fassion, preuely with the lady Anne, he accelerated the manage with all the expedicion and diligence that was posssible: So thatthe English Ambassadours returned agayn to their coutrey, .and nothing doen or agreed vpou their matter. Kyng Henry, still paciently forbearynge and suffryng till such time that he perceaued more playnly what way the worlde went: ahd vnderstandyng before the returne of his Ambassadours, that the Frenchmen rneaned none other but playne guyle, fraude and deceipte, determined no more with peaseable legacions, but with ope warre to finish and determyna'll controuersies and displeasures betwene him and the French kyng. Wherfore he sommoned his courte of Parliament, and there declared first y cause why he was iustly prouoked to make warre agalst the Frencbe kyng: And after desyred them of their beneuolent aide of men and money for the maintenaunce of thesame. The cause of this battaill, euery man did allowe and approbate, and to the settynge foorth of thesame, promysed their Industrie, labour and all that they could make. The kynge commendynge them for their true and louynge hartes, too thentent he might not aggrauate the common people, with paiynge of great taxes and summes of money, whome his mynde was euer to kepe in fauour, woulde fyrst exacte money by a litle & a litle of y beneuolent mynde of the ryche sorte, and this kynde' of exaccion was first excogitated by kyng Edward the. iiii. as it appereth before in his story. The: fore he consulted with his frendes, to inuenthowe to gather together a great summe of Ab money, and published abrode that by their open giftes he woulde measure and searche their Kcc> beneuolent hartes & louing myndes towarde hym, so that he that gaue mooste shoulde be iudged to be mooste louynge frende, and he that gaue litle, to be estemed accordynge to his gifte: By this a man maye apparauntly perceaue as it were for a great common wealth, that that thinge that is once practised for the vtilitee of a prince, and bronghte too a president by matter of rccorde, maye be turned to the great preiudice of the people, if rulers in authoritie will so adiudge and determyn it. So by thys meanes the Kynge gathered innumerable summes of money, with some grudge of the, .people for the extremitee shewed by the commissioners in dyuerse places. You haue heard before how Philip Mounsure, lord of Raueston by the aide of Bruges & Gaunt hmd taken the toune &. ii. castels of Sluys and was become aduersarie to Maximilian, by ru-soa of the, iii. chiefe cytyesof-Flaunders: Now ye shall vnderstand that he did not onely so fortgfie as well with municions as men, both the toune and. ii, Castels, but also 3 M 2 gat
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    452 THE. VI. YERE OF gat into the hauen diuerse shippes and barkes, & by this meanes he spoyled and toke prysoners all nacions, passing eyther by sea or by land to the mart at Antwarp, or into Brabant, Zeeland or Frisland and was euer plentifully viteyled out of Fraunce and Pycardy, to the great dammage of the Englishmen, which were spoyled dayly and taken prysoners : Which thinge Maximilian kynge of Romanes coulde not wel remedy, nor the kyng of England without great coste and losseof men. For to it behoued an army, bothe by sea and lande, for when he was set for by lande, he fled to the sea: And when he was chaced on the sea, he soughte refuge in hys twoo stronge Towers, and euer he had succours from Bruges and Gaunt. Now was here a litle toune two myle from Bruges, toward the sea called Damme, whiche was a Buhverke to Bruges, and a hedsprynge to Sluys. The kynge of Romanes did oftentymes attempt the apprehendinge of this toune, to theentent that the Brugians should haue no recourse to the haue of Sluys, nor the Sluysians should haue no succour out of the toune of Bruges. But there were slayne a great number of gentlemen of Germany, for they within made no signe of defence, tyl all their enemies were in their daunger, and so slewe and confuted theim. There was a greate duke in Almayne, called duke Albert of the vpper Saxony, a greate frende to the kyng of Romanes, whiche made him selfe Neuter, and neuer intermitted with the affayres of Flanders, a man of no lesse pollecy then valyaunt hardynes. This duke required of the lordes of Bruges, that he might enter peaceably into their toune, accordynge to his estate with a certayne numbre of menne of annes to communicate with them dyuerse matters of great vveyght and no small importaunee, and sent before his cariages and herbingers to make prouision. The estates of Bruges little doubted to admit so small a numbre into so populous a company, ye though the nurnbre were duplicate, and especially, because they harde saye that he woulde lodge in the toune all night, wherefore no man thought of thatcraftie stratageme that he had inuented. His elected and warlike company entred into the cytie in good ordre, and he folowed, they that went before inquy red after ynnes and lodgynges as though they would repose them selfes there all nighte, and so went foorth still in ordre askynge for lodgyng, till they came to the gate that goeth directly towardethe forsayde toune of Dam, distant from Bruges a Flemysh myle, which is called the Buhverke of Bruges. The Capitaynesand inhabitauntes of the toune of Damme, suspecting no harme to come oute of Bruges, thinkinge that their frendes knowynge some sodeyn chaunce comming to haue sent to them aide and succours, and so nothinge mistrusting, did let thementre, and take the toune of Damme, and so that toune whiche coulde not be vvonne by force of armes, was by a sleight & pollecy attrapped and surprised to the great detriment and displeasure of the toune of Bruges, for now had they no recourse to the sea, which stop so continuing, no double, but the toune of Bruges must nedes fall in ruyne and vtterexterminion, When duke Albert of Saxony had gotten Dam, he cectefied y'king of England y he would besege Sluyse by lad, if it pleased his maiestie to ministre any aide by the sea. King Hery which was wise, £ forcasting in all his affaires, remebryng that Sluyse was the denne of theues to the y trauerse y seas toward the East parties, incontinet dispatched syr Edward Po-wniges, (a vaiiaut knight & hardy Capitayn) \v. xii. shippes wel furnished w bolde souldiours &strog artillary. Which syr Edward sayled ito y haue, & kept Philip mousure fro stertlg by y sea. The duke of Saxo beseged y one castel, liyng in a church oueragalstit, & y Englishine assauted y lesse castel dayly, £ issued oute of y shippes at the ebhe, and although they stodein the water to the knees, yet they neuer gaue their enemies one dayeto repose or playe by the space of. xx. dayes, and euery dare slewe some of their aduersaries, and on the Englishe parte were slayne. Vere brother to the Erie of Qxforde & fifty moo. The lorde Philip of Rauestone, had made a bridge of boates betwene both the Castels, by the whiche one might succour y other, Which bridge the Englishmen in a night set on fyer. Then, he perceauynge y he must nedes lese his castels by force, £ that the Fleminges could not aide him, yelded the castels to syr Edward Powninges, and the toune to the duke of Saxony, vpon certeyne condicions. When the duke and the English capitayne met in the
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 45$ the toune, there was betwene them great salutacions, and syr Edward kept the Castels a while, of whome y Almaynes demaunded stipend and salary, because that the duke had nothynge to paye. Then these two capitaynes so hadled them of Bruges that they were content not onely, to submit the seines to the lord Maximilian, but also to pay& dispatchethe Almaynes. And so syr Edward Pownynges taried there a long space, and returned to the kynge before Boleyne. And so they, which by reasonable ordre, would not be gouerned: by vnreasonable condicions were broughte to contbrmyte and ordre. • The. vi. daye of Aprill this present yere, the kynge commaunded all the nobilite of ** his realme, to assemble at the Cathedral church of sainct Paule in London, where after Te deum solemply songe, the Cardinal of Caunterbury, standynge on the steppes before the queer dore, declared to the people, how the famous citie of Granado, which many yeres had bene possessed of the Moores or Mawritane nacion, beyng infideles & vnchristened people, and now of late beseeged by a great tyme by Donfernando and Elisabeth his wyfer kynge and queue of Spayne, Arragon and Castell. And tliesayde infideles, by reason of this siege brought to great penurye and miserie, for lacke of viteile and necessary viandr perceauyng that all succours were clerely estopped and propulsed from them, and so brought hito vtter despaire of aide or comfort: after longe consultation had emongest them, determyned to rendre the selues and their citie, to thesayde kyng, vpon diuerse couenatmtes and condicions, and thereupon sent to hyrn dfuerse Senatours ot the citie, fully instructed of their mynd and purpose. The kyng of Spayne and IMS counsail, considering and sagely pondering that wynter approched and was at hande. and that the Christen boost had long jyen in $ feeldes in sore tempestes and greuous stortnes (which they gladly suffred for Christes sake, in whose cause and quarel they made that present warre) remembrynge also* that the cytie was of suche ryches, fame and estimacion. that it conteyned an hundred and fifty thousand houses of name, beside other small houses and cotages, and that it was replenished with people innumerable, and furnished with. Ixx. thousand good fightyng men. And finally, perceauyng that he might enioye nowe the possession of thesame, without assaute or effusion of Christen blood, by theaduyse of his counsayll, he accepted, accorded and agreed to theyr offres the. xxv. of Nouember, in the yere of Christes incarnacion. M. cccc.xci. then beyng the daye of saynct Katheryu. By the which composicion, the royalfc citie of Granado, with all the holdes and fortresses of the realme, and the Towres and Castels of Alpussarare was rendred into the handes of thesayde kyng of Speygne, £ that the kyng of Granado should become subject and vassall to the kyng of Speygne, and to relinquishe and forsake the vsurped name of a kyng for euer. Andy all menof warre should franckly departe out of the citie, and none ther to remayne, but artificers and merchauntes, and all these thinges to be done before the. xxv, day of January, but the tyme was anticipate,: for f Moores on the first daye of lanuarij, sent. vi.C. notable personages out of the citie with their chyldren for hostages rnto the camptr of the kynge of Spayne, to thentent that he should put no diffidece nor mistrust in the citezens, but that he might peaceably and quietlj with his people entre into the cytie, and take possession of thesame. The which hostageswere distributed and lodged in the tentesand pauyhons of theSpanyshe armye. The third daye of lanuary, the lorde of Gutterins Cardenes, greate Master and gouernour of Lyon, of the ordre of sainct lames, departed frome the armye, nobly and triumphatly accompanied with fyue hundred horsemen, and three thousande footemen, towarde the citie. And as he approched nere to the suburbes, there issued out dyuerse noble and valiaunt Capitaynes of the Moores, makyng to hyin humble obeysaunce, and conducting him to a palace, adioyning to the citie, called the palace of Anaxaras, and from thence conueighed hym to the palace royall of thesame cytie called Alhfibra, wherof he toke quiet and peacesable possession, to the behoue of $ kinge of Speigne, whome the Moores promised and confessed to take and obey, as to their kyng and souereygne. And in signe and token that they thought in their hartes, that which they promysed by mouth, they prostrated and humbled them selues before thesayde great Master, and with dolorous lamentation and salt
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    45* TH E. VI. YERE OF teares, deliuered to him the keyes of thcsayd palnce. Whe he had the keyes, & was also possessed of that strong and magnificent piace, he first of all dispatched the house of all the Moores and paganes, and appoynKd a garrison of valyaunt and noble chrislias to kcpe and defende thesame. And thesame daye caused a masse solernply too be celebrate in a place of thesame palace called Melcliira, which done and finished, he toke possession of all the fortresses, Towres and holdes too thesayd citie and tonne of Granado, belonging or apperteyning. And then he caused to be eleuated and exalted vpon the highest towre of the palace (where it might best be sene) the signe & token of the crosse, wheron Christe for vs synners suffred his bitter passio. At the reysing wherof, were present an Archebishop, and thre Bishops and other prelates, whiche deuoutely sange this antheme: O crux, aue spes vnica. Thesayde crosse was. iii. tymes deuoutly eleuate, and at euery exaltacion, y Moores beyn" within the cytie, roared, howled and cryed, prosternyng them selfes grouelynge on the "rounde, making dolorous noyes and piteful outcryes. The army encamped without the citye, seynge these thynges, humbled them selfes rnekely before tlie crosse, rendrynge too almightie God their moost humble and hartie thankes. The kyng of Spayne, beyng mounted on horsbacke, perceauynge the ereccion of the crosse, discended from his Genet, and kneled doune on the bare grounde, and rendred to God, laude, honour and praysitig for that noble and triumphant victory. And after that the crosse was thus set vppon the high Towre, the banner of sainct lames and the kynges banners were pitched and fixed vpon the turrets and pynacles of the cytie: A Herault standyng in the top of the high Towre, proclaymed and published these woordes folowynge. Savnct lames, saynct lames, saynct lames, Castil, Castil, Castil, Granado, Granado, Granado: By high and mighty power, lorde Ferdinando and Elizabeth, kynge and queue of Spayne, haue wonne fro the Infideles and Moores, the cytie and realrne of Granado, through the helpe of our lorde God and the moost glorious virgyn his mother, and the verteous apostle saynct lames, and the holy father Innocent the. viii. togethers with the aide & succours of ^ great prelates, knyghtes and other gentlemen borne, & comons of their realmes & cofitreys. When the Herault had finished, the artillary sounded, the mynstrelles biewe, the people applauded and clapped their handes for gladnes, that the earth semed to trymble and quake vndreneth them. After thys ioye ended, these issued out of the citie in rnaner of procession, vii. hundred, and mo Christians, aswell men as women and chyldren, whyche had bene there prysoners and lyued in bondes, seruitude and miserable captiuitie, wherof the mcost parte were naked, wounded and in maner famyshed for hungre. To whome the kyng of his great liberalite gaue bothe apparell, vyand and money. These poore prysoners commynge oute of the cytie sange this Psalme. Benedictus dominus deus Israel, Quia visitauit & fecit redemptionem plebis sue. Blessed be the lord God of Israel, which hath visited and redemed his people, and so singynge foorth the wh.)le Psalme, went to the churche of sainct Feith, which the kyng Ferdinando had caused to be moost sumpteously edeh'ed during the tyme of the siege, beynge distant from Granado twoo or three myle. And as this poore procession passed by the boost, one espied his sonne and another sawe his brother, and the sonne perceaued the father, and the father founde the daughter, whiche were nowe deliuered out of miserable seruitude and bondage. But they coulde not refrayne nor brydle them selues from distillynge of teares and sobbynge, seynge theyr parentes and kynsfolke restored to libertie and fredome. And whe these people had sayde their Orysons in the churche of saynct Feith, & were come to the army, they kneling before the kyng kyssed his fote, criynge with one voyce, God graunt to the kyng of Speygne euerlastyng lyfe. The next daye after the lord Euerus de Mendosa, Erie of Tediglie was by the kyng made Capitayn of the house royal, & principal Towre of the citie of Granado, called Alhambra, hauynge tohym appoynted and assigned one thousand men of armes, and twoo thousand fotemen, Vnto the whiche Erie the great Master delyuered to the keyes of the said palace and

  

  
    Page 464
    

  
  
    The text on this page is estimated to be only 26.50% accurate
    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. 455 and Towre, and other portes and fortresses. On Saturdaye the. viij. daye of January, in the yere of our Lorde. M. cccc. xcii. Ferdinand kyng of Speyne & Granado, the quene & their eldest sonne done Ihon prince of Speygne, the lord Peter of Medosa, archebishop of Toleto, the patriarche of Alexandry, the Cardinal of Speyne, the lord Peter Prynce of Lyon, duke of Gaditane, the Marques of Villena and Moya. The erle of Capre, the erle of Vincnna of Citnentes, and many other Erles, Barones and nobles, whereof some were Englishetnen, whose names I haue not, with. x. thousand horseme, and fifty thousand footemen wyth greate tryumphe and royaltie entred into the cytye of Granado, and thereof tooke real possessiS and season, and caused masse to be songe in a great place called Meschita, where he caused a solepne churche to be buylded in the honoure of God and hys mother. Whe Masse was ended, the kynge and quene repayred to the palace royall of Alhambra, the whiche was wonderfull, bothe in quantite and sumpteous buyldynge, whyche house was adourned with ryehe Arras and Tapestry in euerychambre. The erle of Tendiglie Capitaine of the palace feasted the kynge and Queue, and all the nobilitie at hys awne cosies and charges. So the kynge of bpeygne there remayned tyll the countrey was reduced too a good conformytye and order, and dyuerse Castelles and fortresses were made for the saucgarde and tuycion of the realme. And because thys victory obteyned, was to the glory of God, and to the publique wealth of all Christianite, the sayde Cardinall of Caunterbury declared to the people, that the kyng had sent bym and the other nobles thether that daye, not onely to notefye and declare to them the verite of the fact, but also to exhorte the to gene laudes and praysinges to almighty God, for deliuering so goodly a cytye, so plentiful a countrey, & so notable a regio out of the hades of his enemies & persecutors of his faith & religio. Which declaracio ended the Archebishop with the clergie, & the nobles with the cominaltie in moost deuout rnaner wet in general processio, redring to God for this greate achcued enterprice, glory, honour & moost reueret & harty thankes. •Aboute this ceason, Maximilian kyng of Romanes hauyng the vpper hand of the Fleminges, by aide of the kyng of Englad (as you haue hearde before) entended to reuege him self of y Freeh king, for y he had repudiate his daughter lady Margaret, & sent her home to him, enicdlg as he thought to take to his wife y lady Anne of Briteyn. But because he was not of sufficiet habilite of him self to susteyne & furnish y warre he determined to desyre kyng Henry to take parte with hym. Whereupon he sent lames Contibald Ambassadoure, a man of great grauitie to exhorte and requyre the kyng of England, to entre hys company and societee in armes, faythfully promising on his honoure y he would in sembleable matters of his, take part with. x. M. men at the least, for the space of. ii. yeres whensoeuer he should requyre hym. And because it is his chaunce to trye the fortune of battaile and to intimate the warre, he promised to certefie kyng Henry, vi. monethes before that he would inuade or occupie the territory of hys enemies. And by this message, Maximilian greatly inflamed and set a fyer -k,yng Heryes hart to beare with him. And as he was mynded before this tyrne as you haue hard before to aide and assist the Britones in the extremetie of their penll, he now reconed y time to be come, that he must collect an army to helpe them now at a pynche in their moost perell and daungier, to thentet to restore agayne the Britishe nacion' to their auncient libcrtie, and to expulse the Frenche nacion, which thrusted for the blood, death and destruccion of the poore Brytones, clerely out of that duchy and country. And he was the more ardently therunto encouraged because he perceaued Maximilian himselfe so earnestly set and bent toward that enterprice, and therfore he made this aunswere to lames the Ambassadour, y he would be ashamed to be foude slacke or vnprouided at any tyme of Maximilian his felow & compaignio in armes. And so these matters well brought to effect on both parties, the kyng dimissed the Ambassadoure from hys presence, THE
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    456 THE. VII. YERE OF THE. VII. YERE. . i IN this very ceason Charles the Freeh kyng, receaued lady Anne as his pupille into his hades, & with great solempnite her espoused, hauing with her for her dower the whole countrey of Briteyne. And so by this meatie the Brytones became subiect to the French kyng. Maximilia. beyng certefied of this, fell into a great rage and agony, for y he was not c5tent with the forsaking and refusing of his daughter lady Margaret, but also had take & rauished away from him his assured wife lady Anne duches of Britayne. And calling vpon God forvengeaunce & ponishmet for such an heynous & execrable facte, cryed out & rayled on him, wishynge him a thousand deathes. Yet after that he was pacefied, and came to hym selfe agayne, and had gathered hys wyttes together, he thought it was moost expedient to vindicate and reuenge hys honour and digniteeso manifestly touched, with the dynt of sworde. And beyng in this mynde, sent certain Ambassadours to kyng Henry with hys lettres, desyringe him with all diligence to prepare an army, and he hym selfe woulde do likewise, to inuade the Frenche kynges realmes with fyer, swoord and blood. Kynge Henry hearyng of this, and putting no diffidence in the promes of Maximilian, whome he knew to haue a deadly hatred and loge grudge agaynst the French kyng, caused a muster to be made in all the partes of hys realme, and put hys men of warre in a redynes armed & weaponed accordyng to their feates: besyde thys he rygged, maned and vyteiled his nauy ready to set forward euery houre, and sent curryers into euery shyre to accelerate and hast the souldiers to the sea side. After the message was declared, there came without any delai an houge army of men, aswell of the lowe sorte and commonaltie as other noble men, barnyssed and armed to battaile, partely glad to helpe their price and to do him seruice and partely to buckle with the Frenchmen, with whome the Englishmen very willingly desyre to cope and fight in ope bat-tail. And immediatly, as monicioii was geuen, euery man with hys bande of souldionres repayred to London. After that, all this army was arrayed and euen readie to set forward wherof were cheuetaynes and leaders, lasperdukeof Bedford, & Iho erle of Oxforde beside other the kynge sent Christopher Vrswikehys aulmoner, and syr Ihon Ryseley knyght to Maximilia, to certefie him that the kyng was all in a redinc-s, and woulde shorteiy arryue in the continent land, assoneas he were aduertised that Maximilian and hys men, were ready and prepared to ioyne with hym. The Ambassadours sayled into Flaunders, and after their message done, they sent. ii. letters in all hast to kyng Henry, the whiche not onely sore vnquyeted & vexed hym, but also caused him to take more thought, care and study on hym then he did before: for they declared that no prince coulde be more vnprouided or more destitute of men and armure, i>o more lackynge all thynges, apperteignynge to warre then was Maximilian, and that he lave lurkyngein a corner, sore sicke of the flu xe of y pursse, so that he had neyther men, horsses, municions, armure nor money, neuer the lesse his mynd & will was good, if his power and habilite had been correspodet & therfore there was no trust to be put in his aide or puissaunce. Their letters bothe appalled, and made sorowful the kyng of Englad, which like a prudent prince did well consider & ponder, y it were both ieopardous and costly, for him alone to enterprice so great a warre. And on y other parte, if he should desist and leaue of his pretensed purpose, all me might call hym cowarde and recreant prynce. Beside this, he thoughte that his awne nacion woulde not take his tarijng at home in good nor fauourable part, cosideryng y syth they had geuen so large money for the preparacio of all thinges necessary and conueniet for the same, they might conceaue in their heddes & ymagin, that vnder coloure & pretece of a dissimuled warre he had exacted of the notable summes of money, & now the treasure was once payed, then y warre was done, & his cofers well enryched, & the commos enpouerisshed. So that at thys tyme he doubted & cast perels on euery side & parte, & beside this he was not a litle sory y Maximi6 lia
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. lia authour of this warre did absent him selfe, & defraude him of his societe & assistece. And while he studied & mused what counsaill he shoulde best take in suche a doubtfull and sodeyne case, he like a graue prince, remembring the saiyng of the wise man, woorke by counsayll & thou shall not repet the, assembled together all his lordes and other of his priuate counsayl, by whose myndes it was concluded and determined, that he shoulde manfully and couragiously perceauer and precede in thys broched and begonne enterprice, recordynge well with them selfes, and affirming playnely that all cheualry and marsial prowesses, the more difficile and heard that it is to attayne to, the more renoumed is the glory, and the fame more immortall of the vanquisher and obteyner. Therfore by this counsayl of his frendes and senate, he made Proclamacion that euery man should set forward into Fraunce, and yet not openynge howe ludasly Maximilian had deceaued hym, least that they knowynge the whole fact, shoulde not be so courageous to go towarde that battaile and precede forward on their iorney. And therfore to prouide and forse all perels and daungiers that might accidently ensue, he so strengthened, multeplied and augmented his army in such numbre before he toke ship, that he with his awne powre might discourage and ouercomethe whole puihsauce of his aduersaries. When he had thus gathered and assembled his armye, he sayled to Caleys the. vi. daye of October, & there encaped him selfe, tariyng there a certaine space to se his men harnessed & appareled, that neither weapo nor any engyne necessary for his Journey should be neglected. At which place all the army had knowlegeby the Ambassadours, whiche were newly returned out of Flaunders (for they did not knowe of it before) y Maximilian coulde make no preparacio for lacke of money, & therfore there was no succour to be exspected at hys hand. At the which report, y Englishmen were nothing abashed nor dismayed, trusting so muche to their awne puissauce & copany: but yet they meruayled and wondered greatly y heard it related, y Maximilian receauyng such great vilany not loge before at the hand of kyng Charles, was not present to pricke them forward, to crye & call, to moue and excite the Englishmen, ye and if he had had. vi. hundred bodyes to put them all in hasard, rather then to leaue the Englishme, now setting vpon his dayly enemyes & deadly aduersaries. Albeit Maximilia. lacked no hart & good will to be reuenged, yet he lacked substance to cotinew warre, for he could neither haue money nor men of the dronke Fleminges nor yet of the crakyng Brabanders, so vngrat people were they to their souereigne lorde. In themeane ceason, although the Frenche kynge was as well with courage replenished as with men furnished mete to trye a battaile, yet all this notwithstiiding he made semblauce, as though he desired nothlg more then peace, beyng not ignorat that peace to be obteined was of nosmal valure & price, & yet he determined to make more expece in getting of peace then in settinge foorth of warre and hostilitee, and regarded so much the lesse the treasure too be dispensed for the acquyrynge of vnitee and concord, for as muche as he was afrayed that he beyng diligent to resist the inuasion of the Englishmen, that the Ijritones wherof the moost parte bare the yoke of his subieccio contrary to their hartes and myndes, woulde sodeynly rebell and set them selfes at libertie, and plucke out their heddesout of hys colour, and set vp another duke & gouernour. And at the same very tyine he was inuited and desired of Lewes Sforcia duke of Millayn. to warre agaynst Ferdinand kynge of Napels, at whose desyre he was prest and ioyous, thinkynge that he had that occasion sent to hym from God, for the which he longe before thristed & sore wished. The whiche kyr.gdome he pretended to be dewe to hym by succession, and entended long before to acquyre and cdquere it by force of armes, as hys very right and inheritance. For when Rene duke of Angeou last kyng of Scicile, departed without any heire male of hys wyfe lawfully begotten, he did adopt to his heyre of all his realmes & dominios, Lewes the. xi. lather to y. iii. kyng Charles, to thentet that he should deliuer quene Margaret his daughter, out of the hades of kyng Edward the. iiij. as you haue well before perceaued, wrogfully and without cause dishinheriting his cosyn, Godsonne, and heyre, Rene duke of Lorayn & 3 N Barre.
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    458 THE. VII. YERE OF Barre. For the which cause he did the more busily procure & labour for y amitie, fauour £ fredship of his neighbours roud about hym, y whe all thiges were appeased & set in good; stave at home he might the better employe his whole force £ pirissaiice on his war re in Italy. Wherfore beyng much desirous to haue all thinges pacefied & set in a perfite cocorde and securitee, he sent Philip Creueceur lord Cordes his chiefe counsailerand diliget officier to entreate, moue and persuade the kyng of Englande to be reconciled £ made agayne as a new frende to the French kyng. He not forgetting his message, sent letters to kyng Henry before he passed the sea, & arriued in the ferine land, by the which he notefied to hym y he of hisboude duetie & obseruauce which he ought to the kyng his master, & to the proffite of his. realme woulde take payne to inuent & excogitate some mean £ waye, y his highnes £ kyng Charles his master being disseuered in amitie, & made exstreme enemyes, onely for the cause of Maximilian newly elected king of Romanes, should be reducted £ brought agal into their pristyne estate £consuete familiaritee, doubting not to bring his ship to the porte desirrd, if it mi^ht stand with his pleasure to sende some of his cousailers to the confynes & borders of the English pale, adioynynge to Fraunce, there to here what reasonable offres, should be demonstrated and proffered: whiche condicions of peace should be so reasonable and so ample that he doubted not, but that he might with his great honoure breake vp hys campe, and retire hys army backe agayne into hys owne selgnory and
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. morgaged and impignorate thrir landes & possessions, sore grudged and lamented this sodeyne peace, and returne of tiiem vnthought of, and spake largely agaynste the kynges doynges, saiynge and affirmyng, that he as a man fearyng and dreading y force and puyssaunce of his enemyes, had concluded an inconuenient peace without cause or reason : But the kynge as a wise man and moost prudent prince, to assuage the indignacion and pacefie the murmoure of $ people, declared what damage and detriment, what losse & perdicio of many nohle Capitaynes and stronge souldioures must of necessitee happen and ensue at the assaute of a toune, and especially when it is soo well fortefied with men and municions, as the toune of Boleyp at that present tyme was: protestyng farther, that he might be Justly accused & condempned of iniquite & vntruthe, except he did preferre the sauegard of their lyues, before hys awne wealth, health and aduauntage. When he had thus prudently cosolate and appeased the myndes of hys me of warrre, he returned backe agayn vf his whole army, to y toun of Caieys, where hebeganne to smell certayn secret srnoke, whiche was lyke to turn to a great flame, without it were well watched and polletiquely sene to. For by the crai'tie inuencion and deuelishe ymaginacid of that pesteferns serpent lady Margaret, duches of Burgoyne, a new ydoll was sett vp in Flaunders, and called Richard Plantagenet, secod sonne to kvng Edward the. iiii. as though he had bene resuscitate from death to lyfe, whiche sodeyne newes more stacke and fretted in his stomack, then the battaile which now was set late foiward & more payne he had (not without great ieopardie of him selte) toappeache & qut-che this newe spronge conspiracy, then in makynge peace with the Frenche kyng his enemy. And so he was content to accept and reccaue (and not to offre and geue) the honest condicions of peace of his enemy proffred and oblated, except he woulde at one tyme make warre, bpthe at home in his owne countrey, and also inforeyne and externe nacions. V/herfore kynge Henry forseynge all these thinges before (and not without great counsayll) concluded with the French kyng, to thentet that he beyng deliuered of al outward enuytie mighte the more quickly prouide for the ciuyle and domestical comocions, which he perceaued well to be budding out. The conclusion of the peace was thus, y the peace should continue bothe their lyues, and that the Frenche kynge should pay to kynge Henry a certayne sumine of money in hand, accordyng as the coinissioners shoulde appoynt for his charges susteyned in his iourney: Whiche (as the kynge certefied the Mayre of London by hys letters the. ix. daye of Nouemhre) amounted to thesurnme of. vii.C.xlv.M. ducates, whiche is in sterlynge money. i.C. Ixxxvi.M.ii.C.I./, and also should yerely for a certayne space paye or cause to be paide for the money that the kynge of England had sent and expended in the Uiyci5 & aide of the Britones. xxv.M. crounes, which yerely tribute, y Freeh kynge afterwarde vexed and troubled with •the warres of Italy, ye rely satisfied, contented and payde, euen to the tyme of hys sonne kynge Henry the. viii. to thentent to pay the whole duetie and tribute, and for the further •coseruacion and stablishyng of the league & amitie betwene bothe the realmes. Shortely after that kyng Henry had taryed a conuenient space, he transfreted and arryued at Douer, and so came to his maner of Grenewiche. And this was the yere of our lorde a. M.CCCC.xciii. and y. vii. yere of his troubleous reigne. Also in this soiournynge and besegynge of Boleyne (whiche \ve spake of before) there was few or none kylled, sauyng onely Ihon Sauage knyght, which goyng preuely out of hys pauylion with syr Ihon Hiseley, roade about the walles to viewe and se their strength, was sodeynly intercepted and taken of hys enemies. And he beyng inflamed withy re, although he were captyue, of his high courage disdeyned to be taken of suche vileynes, defended his life toy vttennost and was manfullv (I will notsaye wilfully) slayne and oppressed, albeit syr Ihon Riseley fled fro theim & escaped their daunger. When kynge Henry was returned into England, he first of all thinges elected into the societe of saynct George, vulgarely called the order of the garter, Alphose duke of Calabres sonne, accordyng to hisde,-ire whiche Alphonse was sonne and heyre to Ferdinand kyng of Naples,& after kyng of thesame realme, til he was ouercome by kyng Charles. " And after, 3 N 2 the
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    460 THE. VII. YERE OF the kyng sent Christopher Vrsewike, Ambassadour with y gartier, coller, mantell, and other habiliamentes apperteyninge to the companyons of thesayde noble ordre. Which Ambassadoure arryuing at Napels, deliuered to the duke the whole habile, with all the ceremonies and devre circumstaunces therunto belonging. Whiche duke very reuerently receaued it, and with more reuerence reuested him selfe w thesame in a solempne presence, thinkyng .that by this apparell and inuestittire, he was made a freride and compaygnion in ordre with j king of England, whose frendship obteyned, he feared nothing the assautes or inuasions of hys enemies. And this was the cause that he desyred so muche to be compaygnion of that noble order, fermely beleuyng that y kyng of England souereygne of that ordre, should be aider and mainteyner of hym agaynst the Frenche kyng, whome he knew woulde passe the moutaynes and make warre on hym. But this custome of assistece in ordres was, eyther neuer begonne, or before clerely abholished: For in our tyrne there haue bene many noble men of Italy, compaignios as well of the golden Flese inBurgoyne, as of the ordre of sainct Mighel in Fraunce, that haue bene banyshed and profligate from their naturall countrey, and yet haue not bene aided by the souereigne nor copanyons of thesame order. For surely the statutes and ordinaunces of all thesayde orders dothe not oblige and bynde them to that case, but in certayne poyntes. After this the duke dimissed the Ambassadour, rewardyng hym moost pryncely. Shortely after this Charles the Frenche king concluded a league with Ferdinand kyng of Spayne, and also beyng entreated and solicited with the oratoures of diuerse princes, which, persuaded and mollefied the stony hart of a frosen prince, caused him to come to communicacion and treatie with Maximilian kyng of Romanes, and to coclude a peace with hym for a season, to the entet that he might without disturbaunce of hys neyghboures adioyninge, prosperously & safely make warre on Ferdynand kyng of Napels, & on all Italy, as he be^ fore had mynded and excogitated. And so Charles, beyng furnished with men, of armes, horsemen, fotemen, nauye, and aide of some Italians, passed through Italy by Rome and without any great laboure wanne the citie of Napels. When he had obteyned this victory: in hys returne beynge assailed with the Venicians at the toune of Fornouoe, he had a great daungerous victory. And so lyke aconquerour, with great triuphe returned into his realme and countrey. After hym Lewes the. xii. beyng kynge, when he founde oportunitee and sawe the gappe open, inuaded the Italians agayne, & recouered again the realm of Napels, whiche Frecleryck the sonne of kyng Alphonse, not longe before had gotten from the French nacion : & after that he subdued and conquered the whole duchy of Millayn. Albeit not long after (fortune turnynge her whele) he lost bothethe kyngdome of Napels, and the fayre citie and duchy of Millayne both together. And so the Frenchmen warrynge vpon the Italians had no better successe in their coquestes, then their parentes and predecessours heretofore haue ben accustomed. For vndoubtedly, as many places as they vexed and sacked with murder and spoylinge, so many or more in conclusion they did enoble and decorate with their blood and slaughter. Which small recompece little profited and lesse releued, such as before were robbed and spoyled of all their goodes, substaunce and ryches. After this the Spanyades arryued iu Italy, and their puttynge too flighte the Frenchemen, obteyned the possession of the realmes of Napels and Scicile, the which they possesse and enioye at this houre. And at length a certayne nacion of Germany, called the Swytsers, called to be partakers of the spoyle of Italy, wane certayn tounes there, whiche they possesse and enioye at this present tyme. In this warre and tumulteous busynes in Italy, whiche was y most terrible and sorest plague, that any man can remembre of that nacion, there was no person, no place, no priuate house, no noble familye, no capitayne or prince, but he was oppressed either with the heapes of the dead carcasses, or with the bloud of his frendes or subiectes, or els su tired some affliccion Iniurie or detryment. And insome wise at one tyme or another, euery maa did tast and suffre all the mischeues that apperteyned to the victory gotten by their enernyes» The which defacing & blottyng of the beutye of that countrey, sometyme called the queue of
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    KYNG HENRY THE. VII. of y earth, andfloureof the worlde, chaunced not of her awneselfe of herawne cause or desert, but the Italians herawne suckyngchyldren opened thegappe, and made the waye of her dt-struccion. For at that tyme thus it chaunced, that when the potetates and seignories of Italy perceaued, that all thinge vnder them succeded, euen as they woulde desire and \vishe, to their great exultacion and reioysinge: by reason whereof they sate still at home lyke sloggardes (as women be accustomed to do) skoldyng and brawlyng, exercisyng and practisyng preuy displeasure and malice, not agayn their enemyes as they were accustomed, but cmong them selfes one against another, caslinge out of memory &drownynge their auncient renoune, glory and honoure with desyre of rule and appetite to be reuenged, and so destroyed the common weale, and subuerted the olde monurnentes and actes of their forfathers and predecessors. And because some of them, thinkynge them selfes, not of force and puissauce sufficient inough to bring their purpose to effect, and to reuenge their quarell, they entysed, stirred and procured with giftes, rewardes and promyses, straungers and foreyne nacions to their aide and assistence. The other seyngc them so desirous to haue their helpe, partely moued with their giftes, partely with desyre of rule, spoyles £ prayes, gathered together a great company and entred into Italy, and there distroyed, spoyled and possessed the better parte of it. And so the Italians, as men out of their wit, where as they thought one to noye & hurte another with hatefull warryng, they destroyed their natyue coutrey, beynge of nature enclosed and munyte with hygh hilles and the mayne sea rounde> aboute, and opened the waye to straungiers to their vttre ignominy and finall destruccion, •which thei might haue kept out of all daungier, if they had bene their awne fredes, and loued their awne wealth and commodite. Therefore I mayesaye: O progeny, aswell wicked as vngodly, hath discorde and dissencion pleased the so much that thou wouldest vtterly extinguihhe and confoude the glory and honour of thy natiue countrey ? And in conclusion, thou thyself art come to the depest pyt of wretchednes, because that thou perceauing the ruyne that thou hast caused and procured, thou arte more repentaunte for the begynninge of it, then glad to desist and Icaue it, and so accordynge to thy desert thou hast thy penaunce and guardon. The grand capitayne and beginner of thys mischief was Sforcia, whiche at that tyme ruled at his will the duchy of Millayne vndre duke Ihon Galeas his nephew : but for a truthe this Lewes ruled al, and the duke did nothing. Wherfore Alphons duke of Calabre, and after kyng of Napels, grudgynge that this duke Ihon his sonne in la\ve, should be defrauded of his superiorite and dominio, threatened sore this Lewes Sforcia. Where hefearyng to be put from his authoritee, solicited and by great entreatie procured Charles the French kyng to inuade the reahne of Napels. By reason of whiche procurement, Alphonse duke of Calabre, whiche succeded his father Ferdinand in the kingdome of Napels (which also as you haue heard, was made knight of the garter) was first depryued of his kingdome by thesaiue kynge Charles, and shortely after of his lyfe. But Lewes Sforce had no longe ioye after the deathe of hysennemy, for he was betrayed and taken by theSwytzers whiche warred vnder kynge Lewes the twelfth, then beynge Frenche kynge, and caryed into Fraunce, where he in the Castell of Lothes miserably finished hys lyfe, accordynge to the saiynge of the Gospell, woo be too hym by whom aslaundre begynneth. Thys mischiefe beganne at that tyme when Charles came thether, and contynueth yet, which is the yere of oure Lord. M.D.xliii. for an example to other, y straungers inuited to a prosperous countrey be lothe to departe from the swete sauoure once therof tasted. This yere was borne at Grenewiche lord Henry, seconde sonne to y kyng, whiche was created duke of Yorke, and after prynce of Wales, and in conclusion succeded his father in eroune and dignitee. Nowe let vs returne to the newe founde sonne of kynge Edwarde,. coniured by mennespollicies from death to lyfe. And first to declare hys lignage and beginning, yon must vnderstad that the duches of Burgoyne so norished and brought vp in the sedicious andscelerate faccions of false contryuers & founders of discorde couldeneuer cease nor be in quyet (lyke a vyper that is ready to burste withsuperfluyte of poyson) except he should infest and vnguyet y king of England, for 1 no
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    462 THE. VII. YERE OF no desert or displeasure by hym to her committed, but onely because he was propagate ant! deseeded of the house of Lacastre, euer beyng aduerse & enemy to her lyne & lynage. For which only cause she compassed, ymagenedand inuented how to cast a scorpio in his bosome, and to infect his whole reahne with, a pestiferous discorde. To thentent that he beyng vanquyshed and brought to confusion, both the boylynge heate of her malicious harte mighte be fully saciated with hys innocent bloude, and also auauce and preferre some darlyng of her faccion to his Empire rule and dignitee. And principally remembring that the erie of Lyncoln, which was by her set foorth and al his copany had small fortune & worsse successe in their progression and enterprice, contrary to her hope and expectacion, she lyke a dogge reuertynge to her olde vomyte, beganne to deuyse & spynne a new w ebbe, lyke a spyder that dayly weaueth when hys calle is torne. And as the deuell prouydeth venemous sauce to corrupt banckettes, so for her purpose she espyed a certayne younge man of visage beutiful, of countenaunce demure, of wit subtile crafty and pregnant, called Peter Watbecke. And for his dastard cowardnes of the Englishmen, in derision called Perkyn Warbeck, accordyng to the duche phrase, whiche chauge the name of Peter to Perfcyn, to yogelinges of no strength nor courage for their timerous hartes and pusillanimitee : Whiehe yonge man traueyiyng many coun treys, coulde speake English and many other languages, & for his basenes of stocke and birthe was knowen of none almoost, and only for the gayne of hys liuyng from his childehoode was of necessitee, compelled to seke and frequet dyuerse realmes and regions. Therfore the duches thinkyng to haue gotten God by the foote, whe she had the deuell by the tayle, & adjudging this youg man to be a mete organe to conuey her purpose, and one not vnlike to be'f duke of Yorke, sonne to her brother kyng Edward, whiche was called Richard, kept hym a certayne space with her preuely, and hym with such diligece instructed, bothe of the secretes and common affaires of the realrne of England, & of the lignage, dissent and ordre of the house of Yorke, that he like a good scholer not forgettyng his lesson coulde tell all that was taught him promptly without any difficultie or signe of any subornacion: and besides, he kept suche a princely countenaunce, and so countrefeate a maiestie royall, that all men in maner did fermely beleue that he was extracted of the noble house and familie of the dukes of Yorke. For surely it was a gift geuen to that noble progeny as of nature in the rootc plated that all the sequele of that lyne and stock did study and deuy.se how to be equyualent in honoure and •fame with their forefathers and noble predecessors. When this diabolicall duches had framed her cloth mete for y market, and ymagened that all thinges was ready and prepared for the c5fusion of kyng Henry, sodeynlyshe was enformed that thcsayde kynge