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READER

HE N I had done my Dtty on thet Black Day;
of the Martyrdot of Charles L. of Blefled Mes:
mory, One put into my Hand, a Pamphlety;
calld — The Afs, or the Serpent. — Tbe od-]
nefs of the Title made me read it preféntly; in"
doing which, Ireadthe Afs in evéry.Page. and found, tha® not the'.
VVifZiom,d ]erbnbugdanct of the Malice and chxdm of the Set=,
t 5 and, Thatthe ‘Author valued FHsmfelf upan being one of thefe’
pen“ who ftops his Ears to the Voice of the Charmer, tho®
0. 17. he charm nevet ‘fo- wifely:— The Preacher of this®
peaceable Difcourfe, it feems, is H. Peters; Tunior, alidsy’
Thomas Bradbury, 2 Predicant of D.W. Miflion, and bleffed al-
moft with a double Portion of bis Ordainery Ficry Spitit, and un-
grounded Infolence, §
T con's.imagine who told this Atheological Boutefen 3 That whem
Yacob bleffod his Sons, be defigned o expofe any of them, as Affes
for their Stupidity, Lions for their Ferity; Wolves for their Ra-
pacity, or Serpents- or Adders for thesr Mifchievous Temper:
Who told bim, That it was & fign of Stupidity to love Relt, and to
delightin a pleafant and a frusiful Country ? Whotold him, That
Iffachar was refembled to an Afs for bis Stupidity, and not rather
for bis Strength and Patience, and general Ufefulne(s ¥ 1% rold
him, That there was no other Animal fotbidden to
wtwds sppar  be devoted to God, but an Afs? If be bad read his
Exar. Bible well, bhe’d havé found another Creature, of &
]  Nature much like bimfelf whofé very Redemption Price
Deur.13.18. was not permitted to be brought into tﬁe Sanétu-
ary. Iwifb too, he had let Us know what thofe
Civil Liberties were, which the T'tibes of Hrael enjoved, and which
Iffachar parted with fo taniely’? 1Whofe Tyranny Iflachiat fubmies
ted to more than Others , unlefs be defigned fo refleé upon the Go-
verament of God himfelf, of God’s High Prieft, of bis Fudges, or of
bis Kings 2 Either be bids Defiance to them ally which any but é\fgi
- Afls




To the Reader.

Al may difeern, orelfe his whole Harangue is nothing but a Scane
dalous Libel againft the Pious Patriarchs, good Fews, goed Chri-
Sftians, of all Ages, and againft all Governments and Governours,
Spiritual and Temporal, and is, perbaps, the moft confummate Piecce
of Ignorance and Tmpudznce that was ever vented, fince the Days of
bis Anceftor, Hugh of infamous Memory. :
The Liberties which this Iflachar is fuppofed, by this admirable
Textuary, to give up fo like an' AfS, are ne where fpoken of in Scrips
ture ; ne where mentioned, or fo much as hinted et in Jacob’s Blef=
fing. Iffachar could have no diftinét Liberties from bis Brethrens
God governed Iftacl Himfélf, and that abfolutely, even before the
Horeb Contra&t : The Fudges and Kings, in all Things
not dire@tly determined by the Law of God, governed De- ©Bwn
fpotically, aud came up in cvery particular, to Samuel's 120N
Deoelaration, , Andwhay the Ten "Tribes got by their Re-
wolt from the Houfe of David, was only what this Gentleman and his
Friends would fainbe at, viz. A Toleration of any Religion but
the trua. 4ll bis Talk of the Liberties of Iffachar, or of Dan, are
only the Chimeraces of bisown empty Brain, and the Dedudtions frows
bhis abfird Bypothefis are Idle, Impertinent, Falfe, and Seditious all
zogether, The Lot of the Tribe of Hlachar, was, indeed, exceeding
fertile s shey were confequently obliged to pay more of Tribute and
Taxes to God and the King, a terrible Burden that, than thofe
Tribes, whofe Soil was lefs Produttive ; But Iffachar, feeing his
Lot fo Pleafant,’ and himfelf the more fecure of Reft, by baving
S0 firong a Barricr of the other Tribes, be firongly applyed himfelf to
the Improvement of bis Land, and without Relutlance, fubmirted
#0 the Difproportion. This our Foung Hugh could never have brooked ;
down with Religion, down - with Spiritual and Temporal Governmens
~Let Sword and Five difturb the Reft of a bappy People, and defilate 4
pleafant Land, the Liberty of any, or no Laws,or Religion, isworth all
¢he Expence of Blood and Treafure.— So fang the Rebellious Saints
of old; fo preached Hugh Peters;and we fec thar Devil of Se-
dition, isnot yet caft entirely out of the Party. -
I am one of thofe whe never yet preached up Paflive Obedience 5
but if all thofe who have done it, Wifer aud Greater Men then I,
muft be called Afles for ity they'll all prove like that of Balaam,
when God open’d his Mouth 5 “and while they hold true to their
own Doftrine, the dulleft of them will fufficiently reprove the Mad.
pefs of this falfe Prophet. : : %
His Intimation — iscertainly the moft Brutifb and far
2heft from the Spirit of Chriftianity that cver fell from g, 3.
e Lipsar Pen of ane who called bimfelf a Chriftion 5 Hr
it A2 fachas
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~_ To the Reader.

fachar’ was “a firong Afs, end thevefore able to bave done' mighty
Feats — Thereforey all who are ftrong enough ought to refift
their Governours, if they do not pleafe them: ©f Iffachar’s
Stupidity, in particular, no Critic, no Commentator ever theught,
no Hiftory ever made Report, till this Romancer found it, endorfed,
I fuppofe, on the famous Original Contralt 5 and it may be, he'll
find none befide bimfelf, who darves Blafpheme Scripture, - as be bas
done in the forecited Page.  As for bis Political Maxim lsid dowp
there, God’s' Word has fufficiently confuted it, fbewing every where,
“That none but - thofe who are alienated from God, can be Guilty of
Sedition, or Rebellion = Noie but Evil Doers are afraid of their
Lawful Governours, as 1 have fbown in the followeing Difcourfe.
He fhould certainly be & Man of Couragey’ for bis very Soul is.an
Enemy to Peace. He lays about him, witheut Fear or Wit,
and be's certainly the firft who ever prerended to fill Hell
p- 4 with fuch.as Fear God and Honour the King, and
will not meddle with thof who are given to change.
~ But he writes of Heawen and Hell, juft as Aretine would have
done of God. He never Dreams of — Working out his own Sal-
vation with fear and trembling, and is therefore,
Fude 12. for feeding himflf without Fear. — But if’s are-
markable Charalter, which God gives of a certain dan-
Fob 41. - gerous Creature. — Upon Earth there is none like
33,34.. him who s made without Fear, be beholdeth all
high Things, he is King over all the Children of
Pride. — He may oall thar Leviathan the Whale, an Animal al-
moft as fupid asthe Afs, orthe Crocodile, or the Devil, and ap-
Ply which he pleafes at leifure to himfelf.
He gives us as good a Charatler of Patience and Faith, «s be does
of thofe who aflert Pafiive Obedience, and would have us be.
lieve, that none can have pure Hearts but Rebels; ond,
P-4 That none can have Patience under a T'yrannical Go-
- vernour, but Fools. This was the Cant of 41. when as
M. B. and Edmundi Filius & Nepos, Two very credible duthors,
tell us, the fober Party, and thofe who feared the Lord, were
all on the Rebels Side, and did not fear the Wrath of the King.
But, tho’ he never found any fuch conquering Faith, as be fpeaks
of, in David, or in any Primirive Chriftian, Yer he
?-5.  beldly adventures to fay —~— It’s plain, thar People lofe
their Chriftianity, with their Liberty. —— e fome
teach us, that Mrael kepe their Religion und-r as Arbitrary Princes
as ever the iVorld knew 5 and Chriftianity [pread far and wide, una
der Heathen peifecuting -Empersrs 5 and .aryy bus fuch a Novige
. X as
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. To the Reeader.

as'he, would have known, that the Chviftians, wery early, Were me
mcrous enough to have given Checks rocthéir Perfecusorsy: bad not
they learn’d Chrift otherwife than he basdone 5 and 38’s well enough
known, That thofe who talk  fo much againft refifting their_lawful
Princes by Force, dare fpeak more home. and freely againft. Whore-
mongers and Adulterers, «nd any of the immoral Tribey: t]:'n.n be
or anty of his Brethren dare 5 and we dare preach soo, againft Schifm,
Sacriledge, Herefy, fpeaking Evil of Dignities, Sedition, &e:
Which be and his Brethren dare'mot's I think, that mesther the
Hobbs’s, Spinofae’s, Collin’s, Tyndal’s; or, Toland’s, :can
more abufe or ridicule thar Sacred Word, " which- makes the De-
vils tremble, than this prefumptuous Son of Ignorance has done in
this unparalleled Harangue, :

As er §t, Paul’s Bebaviour toward the' Magiftrates as Philippi,
I have fufficiently accounted for that,' in.my Melius In- e
‘quirendurs. From this' Man’s  Obfervation —Thatan ~p. 6.
Afs can be ‘no more a Pattern: under e Gofpel;, |
than a Sacrifice under the Law.— I begin #0 bope, that few will .
take pattern by him,’ or'give credit. to what be afferts ; That he
finds no Submiffions to an unrighteous Power in Scripture;
but where the People were not iable/:to do otherwife. No?
1 hat thivks be of the ftrong Af, in-his Text,-if he underftood it
right 2 Did Mofes  eppofe Pharaoh, when be was in the Head of
Six bundred Thoufand Men, a greater Army than Pharaoh could
ever-raife to purfue bim 2 Did David want Strength to have de-
firoyed Saul; when be had him alone in the Cave, ‘or when be found
him afleep in the Head of a fleeping Army? Were there not frac-
lites enow to have everturned David’s Throne, when be -had fo
bafely cut off the faithful Urijah 5 or Ahab, when he had murder’d
innocent Naboth or Ahaz, when be bad polluted Ferufalem, and
the Temple with Idolatry ? would. nit T'welve Lefitms of Angels

have eafily baffled the Force of Pontius Pilate and the Jews ? Could not
the thundring Legion bave brought down that fatal Storm upon
Marcus Antoninus end bis' Army, as well & upon the Quades and
Marcomans, who bad never perfecuted toeni 2 Or could nor-Julian’s
Army bave difpatched him foon, whofe: Malice to Chriflianity they
all kiew ; and who, prefently, to Joviin declared themfelves all
. Chriftians ? But I would beg of Mr. Hugh, 0 give us one fingle
-Inftance, out of. the Bookiof God, ,of onc truly piaus Man, whoever
appeared in Arms againft bis Lawful Soereign, if he can,

d cannot find any Thing like an Argument in bis whole Ha-
rangue, nor one fingle Text quoted 5 byt which be has Izlajf,pbemcd,
profaned, andridiculed bg the utmaft of tbh Power. « The ribg of-
%8 an,
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To the Reader.

Dany fo much bis Favourste, were no more Serpents in vindicating
- their Liberties, than the other were Affes in furrendring theirs;
#ur Dan, bowever, applauded by him, was the moft unhappy of all
the ‘Tribes; ' There was fome Serpentine Subtilty, indeed, in fur
priging the fecure Inhabitantsof Laifh, and Sampfon’s Birth a-
mong them was vemarkable; but they mever afforded a confiderable
Man afcerwards; and they were the firlt whofell intoIdolatry, and in-
¢0 she heavieft penal Defolations. . He fays,the Kings of Sodom and
Gomorrah , Admah, and Ziborin and Zoar were the firlt Re-
bels, -3¢ may be, he had never beard of the Fallen Angels, but he
Sfeems to envy the Glory of thefe : In what Bible he found, that Abra-
ham ook Five Kings Captives, Tam yet 2o feek; but I don’t find
#hat e was a Rebel, and it may be it may go bettor with Sodom
and ‘Gomorrah at the Day of Judgment, than with fuch out-
ragious Incendiaries as himfelf,
Young Hugh was loth ¢o sell us what Mofes [aid of the Tiribe
of Iffachar ; et we may be fure, that bis Prophetic Blefling was
. mor inconfiftent with that of Jacoh., Mofes foyns Zebulun and
: Iffachar together, not as fupid Affes, but as a wife
Deuter. 33. * and religious Generation — They fhall call the Peo-
" 19, ple unto the Mountain, fays be, There fhall they
offer the Sacrifices of Righteoufnes, for they
fhall fuck of the abundance of the Seas, and of Treafures hid
in the Land. — And be was as loth to let us kuow,
¥ Chron. 32.  #hat thofe Men who came to David, who had un-
2. derftanding of the Times, and who knew what
Ifrael ought to do — pere of the Trribe of Iffachar;
but to have mentioned thefe Things would not have agreed with his
Defigny of rendring good and peaceable Subjedts contemptible : For
offering the Sacrifice of Righteoufnefs, would bave founded bet-
zer than festing up Mock-Priefts of their own, offering Sacrifices
to Idols, ard feparating from the Worfhip of the true God,
at his Tabernacle in Shilo.
He fays welly That — Fraud and Artifice, lurking
?.17. Ways, and lying Words, are as much below the
Wifdom that wil% fave 2 Nation, as they are againft-
the Honefty that will fave a Soul. — P afvaid, that this Truth
rightly apply’d, winld be the ruin of the renown’d good old Caufe.
The Friends of Thiat carvy on all their Defigns by Fraud and Ly-
ing, and th' detefted a Fhoufand Times, fcarce oe of them has bad
the Grace to beg Pardoni for bis Ervour, from the firft Lies of
Charles the Nfartyr ~ and Arch-Bifhop Laud’s Defigns to
bring in Popery, to t4 laft Forgerry of M. Skelton’s Compli-
o i R ; ments




To the Reader,

thents from the Pretender, to Mr, Lewls. = One tontinual Thread
of abominable Frauds, Falfhoods and Perjuries have beld them
together, and all like Spiders Webbs drawn out of thes o Bowels: -

Bur they never forget Truth, more than when they lre » );anig_;':g

e

their own Saints. Such — As can't take leave of thofe b 1
.them, tho’ juft at the Gates of Glory,. without & Teftimory-
for the Caufe they had been en‘saged in, who' have fpoken
well of the Liberties of Mankind, ' when themfelves . . 1
were leaving all Thingsof that fort, — Which fine, . p.1G.
Speech can fairly refer to mone bur thofe execra- .. .
ble Regicides, who all died in that Faith, ~See Title Pagé
which this Second Peters bere preackes up, whom  of thesr Dying,
God permitted to go out of the Warld obffiniate and__Speeches,. .
impenitent, with a Lie in-their Mouths, and 2 4 5ok
‘Trifle, or fomething worfe in their Hearts, and_ prayed for the
Peace of our Jerufalem, juft as this Wrctch preaches to pro-
mote it.— O may no honeft Soul ever come into their Sécrets,
nor our Honours be united to fuch bloody Affemblies !
This daring Man tells us, that — There’s nothing
in any one Do&trine of Chriftianity that will tye up 2. 20:
the Hands of a Chriftian Pcople. — The Chriftian
, World then has been in a very dangerous Miftake for a grear while;
and this glorious Difcovery was referved for fuch worthy Men as
Boniface VIIL Julius 11T, Alexander V1. and other devous and
Iong-beaded Popes of Rome, and to be reviv'd by—the Hobb’s,
Sidney’s, Locks, H ly’s, B

-

'y
t’s, Collins’s, Bradbus
ry’s &c. And yet a Man would think, that fich a well read Theo-
logue as the laft, fbould have heard of — rurning the other Cheek
to him who had ftricken one.— Of — doing good to fuch a3
Hate and Perfecute us.— Of — Paying Tribute for Fear of of:
fending — Of — Recompencing'no Man Evil for Evil.— of —
Giving to Cefar the Thingsthat are Cafar’s,— Thar we aré for-
bidden to avenge Our-felves, — To refiflt the Higher Powers
upon pain of Damnation — and commanded to be — Obedient to
our Mafters, not only to the Good and Gentle, but alfo to
the Froward, and #0 be fubje&t to Kings, and all who are in
Authority under them, not only for Wrath, but for Confcience
Sake: And now, if thefe, and fuch like Paffages don't tie up &
Chriftians Hands from vefifting his Lawful Governvurs, 1defpair of
finding any fuch Reftrictions in the whole Hiftory o Paflive Obe-
dience. As for the Libertics ke would bave Mer fland up for (o
couragioufly 5 it’s welly if be does not underftand by them, what a
Member of the Houfe of Commons did once, by the Privileges of
Parliament,




. To the Reader.
Parliament, viz. Whatever they could at any time wreft from the
- Crown,—. ?ﬁ»l we know where be Preaches, and he may be fure we
Jball ask bis Advice upon Occafion., ; ¢
' Bur T forgee that he’s preaching all this while to his own Tribe,
frong Affes. crouchinig down between twoburdens, Atheifm
and Phanaticiftm ; end nane, certainly, but a Herd of {tupid and
infenfible Animals would bear and not throw them off. Nome but
Such could fzed “upon fisch Thiftles, or fwallow Dsttrines as Poifonous
and Fatal a5 the Gloves prefented to the pious Queen of Navarre,
not 'long before the Parifian Maffacre. He who commends Dan fo
smuch for bis Serpentine Nature, does noz Preach but Hif$ 3 and
7iome but* g Generation of Vipers wouid {bél_rer themfelves with
bim.- Let him and thofe, who are afled by a'like Spivit, bave a
care of the Triumpeter’s Fate in the Fable. His Refle&ion upon the
prefent Management of Affairs, ¢ho’ perbaps, fandlified by the
Suffrage of Lawn Sleeves, are only the Checkings of a gty Cons
Seiencey as.will be demonfbrated in the enfuing Sermon.

Romiris
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" 'Ts fearce_fit to Ehter, upon the. [od Selomuigy of thisDay,
without fomewhat of a Preface.; Our Bulinefs is, to Tamqpc
L. 2be' Murder of. & moft excellent Prince, and to bewail that mon-
“ftrons Sin,  the Guilc of . which, . to- this Day, overfp'rca%:
Three Nations with a difmal Cloud 5 that black Sin which -
eveéry: one of Us, ghen Jiving, unhappily centributed to, I mean,
the ‘barbarous andifor. ever execrable Maider of Charles the Firft, our
Jate. Martyr'd Sovereign : Could Greatnefi have fecured him, Pro-
vidence -had . raifed him to the highe®t:Degree of it,. when it
feated ‘him.on the Throng of his Glorious Predecefloss., .Could
Majefic Gopdnefs: and Inyoreyce have ftricken the Sword out of ghe
ciuel-Hands of Traiterous Rebels, they could no where haye met
with more than what.was centred in hisSacred Pexfon ;. but,iéy
that barbareus Murder, commiitted this Day on sheSacred Pevfon of the
Lord’s Anvinred, WWe learn, indeed, That neicher the greateft of Kings,
nor the beft of Men, are inore fecured from Violence, than ffom
a:Natural Death,— We learn, what the dreadful Effeéts of Sin are ;
How Vengeance walks - after it in dark and unintelligible Ways,
and often punifhes Us by thofe very Ways, by which we think
We have outwirted Heaven, and irrevocably compafled all our’
moft extravagant Pefigns. 3 \ E '
With what plaufible Precences were the unthinking People gulled
at firft into thofe Courfes, . which brought themfelves and; their
Sovereign to ruin? ¢ It was apparent, as their Seducers affirmed,
¢ Thac both the Church and State laboured: under imminent Ha=
¢ zards ; that magy -and great Alterations were made in Do&trine,
¢ Innovations in Worfhip; the Power of . Godlinefs difgraced,
¢ True Religion undermined ; the Faithful and Confcientious Pro-
¢ feflors of it perfecuted, even to Bonds, - Flight and Imprifon-
Cment, Popery connived at, countenanced; cousted ; Befide; many
¢ grievous Oppreflions of  the. Subjetts in: their Liberties and Pro=
¢ perties; and all thro’ the abafcd Name and Power of a:mifgui-
*‘ded King —< Now if-all this Charge were True, it was xeafon-
able; certainly,. to catifide in thofe, who were judged ke erdinary
means mbich God bad appointed in this Nation,  for-vedriffing fuch growin,
Ewils.) And how could the carelefs Mulrirude fee through thofe fata
Defigns which were difguifed under fuch 4 gaudy Profelion2 7o
maintair the Proteftas) Religion, the King's Authority, and his Pefonin
bis:Rayal Dignity; #hy: free Conrfe of Fufbice; 'the Peace of the. Kingdom, *
and the Priailege? of Parliament, aB',ga.'n_(i any Force that fbanld ovpefe
tiem
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2 A SERMON preackd on the

shem whatfoever.— And yet fhiny of thofc poor deluded Perfons

who had been lead about by this empty Noife, this
Ignis Fatuus Heatlefs Fire of Ldyalcy, whenthey faw the woful End

to which Affairs were driven, proteft, if we may give
,any Credit to their unfeafonable Preteftation, that — ¢ That Cala-
- gity which befel ‘the King, and then threatened his' Pofterity
¢ was very far from their Defires or Defigns ; and, That -they
were amazed to fee a War, begun for the Defence of Religion,

il o likely to end in the Ruin_pf Religion; a War be-

Effex’s %m for ‘the Defence of “the ‘King, ending in the
Warch-Mens Death of the King ; a Wart begun for the Defence of
WatchWord  the Parliament, ending in the Violation of the prefent;
P- 24 and thePMutilaj:ion of all Futuré Parliaments, both

: in the Point of Ele&tion and Conftitution, &

But, whether this Proseffation was fincere or not, fo fell the Glo
of thefe Nations in their pious and innocent, - but their flandered,
abused, vilified, hated, and at laft, cruelly murdered Prince. It
was revived, indéed; again, in Charles‘the Second, of happy Memory,
it lives fYill in our prefens Gracions Sovereigh, ‘and long may it fhine;
in {pite of all its Encinies, with an undecaying Luftre! Butcan
we, who are Chriftians, ‘who ‘are Englifb Subjests, ~can we remember
¢he Occafion of this Day’s Faft, and not'ask that Queftion on the
Behalf of Charles the Firft, which our Saviour once propofed to the
ingratcful Jews on' his Own: «— Fir which of his Good Works, was it
that they would Murder Him 2 They ¢alled Himh Tyrant, Traytor, Murs
derer, ‘and publick Enemy of the Comminwealth; and fuch Gharalters
did the belotted Jews beftow on our dear Redeemer, wiz: ‘thathe
was s Deceiver, & Profane ‘and Spcrilegious Perfon, a Man of * Rébellious
Principles, a Madman, one proffeft with a Dévil. — Could eitherthife Fews
.o oxr Infidels have proved their Charge, -the Crofs and Sceffold would
have been deferved = But we may obferve, that — They were thofe’
overprecife Obfervers of the Molaic Law, thofe nice Men, the Scribes
and Pharifes, who valu'd themfelves upon their Popalar Religion
and Circumitantial Piety, Thefe gandy painted Sepulchers, whe were
inwardly full of Stemch and Rottenne[s, who were the Mortal Enemics
of the Son of God : And the urthappy Spawn of that Hypoeriti-
¢al Generation, Men of a pure Pharifaical Temper, who filled Mens
Ears with the pleafing Sound of Religion ; but their Hearts, as far
as in them lay, with the ifmpions Principles of Perjury and Rebellion 5
Thefe Men were the bloody Perfecutors of God'’s Vicegerent, our
Iate traly Religious Sovereign.

The hair-brain'd Fewifb Zealoss, kiiew vety welf that, if the Do-

* &rine of the Holy gefus prevail’d, their Power would be foon at
an End, and the undeceived Pcople, who had almoft adored them
formerly, would quickly tread them under Foot; and the Feir of
this made them, again®t their own Confciences, endeavour to de-
ftroy Him, who' came to feek and [sve them. Our Enthufiaftical Bigots
were perfeltly fenfible how fatal a well-fettled peaceful Monar-
chy would be ¢o their feditious and illegal Proje&s ; and this r;ilade

. them
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them endeavour to fecure their own guilty Heads, by the Ruin
of one of the beft Princes, who ever fwayed an earthly Scepter;
for they hoped, that themfelves mightefcape unpunifhed, when they
had involved three Nations in eternal Anarchy and Confufin.” Thus
our Rightful Superiors,whether iny a Spiritual or 3 Temporal Senfe, are
the conttant Objetts of guilty Fear and Malice, Such Malice and fuch
Fear always vent cthemfelves in impargial Mifchiefs, while found Rea .
Iigion and r¢al Gesdnzfr, under the fure Guard of its fupreme Objet,
is all Obedience and Gourege ; The Reafon of which our Apoftle
gives, in the Words of the Text.'—— For Rulsrs are noi & Terror .
to Good Warks, but to ‘the Evil. — From which Words I fhal]
prove, Sy

1. ¢ That He, wha exercifes himfelf in Good Works, never enters
tains any Fears or Fesloufies of the Supreme Magifirate, or his lawful
Governors.

2. ¢ That He, wha exercifes Himfelf, in thet which is Evil, is
¢ always under wiolent Sufpicions,of bis lawful Gevernours, becaufe of
¢ that Power, which is in their Hands to punifh ﬁ?xan, and then asa
¢ neceflary Confequence,

3. ¢ That He, whois full of Gu:ils and Sufpition, will always
¢ ftudy to revenge bimfelf on that Power, which he flands in Fear of.
¢ fhall prove then, '

1. That He, who exercifes himlf in Good 759rks, never enter=
tains any Fears or Jealoufies of the Supreme Magiftrate, or
;f bis lawful Governours, —— Thereis no Fear in Love, 1FJoln4.18.
faith, St. Fohn, in another Cafe ; but perfef Love cafteth
out Fear, — His Affertion is true too in the Cafe hefore Us.
He who loves Good, muft love God ; and he who loves God can
fear no Being befides Him. But here its to be remembered, that,
by that Fear, which perfe& Love cafts out, the Apoftle meansonl
that Bafe and Slavifb Fear, which, as God refufes in his Service, {a.
it bodes no Good to any Other. Elfe we are commanded to —
Jerve the Lard with Fear — and — the Fear of the Lord, is the beginning
of Wifdom. —— And eternal Life can never be attained by any bug
fuch asfear Him. — In this Senfe, the more we love God, the more
we fhall fear Him, 7, e. We fhall be the more afraid to tran{grefs
his Laws, or to do any Thing which may offend Him ; fuch Fear
is commonly known by the Name of filial Fear, or that which an
Obedient and- Wife Son thews to his Father ; and it ftands in Contra-
diftinGtion to that fevifb Fesr, which we mentioned before, or
fuch Fear as poflefles a flurdy ungovernable Slave, when he feeshis’
angry Mafter. Now its a filial Fear which the Goed Man always
bears to his lawful Governourz, who are to us the Qrdinance of God,
and his Reprefentatives : The more of this Fear Men have, the bet~
ter Subjeds they'll prove ; for the Effc&s of it are always dys Subs
iniflien and Gbedience. ’ Sk e B SRR

_Butif a Man, eut cf a flavifh Fear, grows jealons, and, gfraid of
bis lawful Governauzs, Hemuftdo fo, cither on Account of the
T T e

1
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Religion he' Himfelf profefles, or on Account of his o&n Civil or
Tempiral’ Chucerns, or he muft Love Mifchief only for Mifchief’s
Sake': The laft Reafon few will be willing to own, the twa for«
mer we'll confider diftinGly. . ; .

1. For Religion,where iss Truz and Sound, its a Jewel, which ought
always to be very precious in our Efteem ; nay, we oughe rather
to lay dowh our Lives, than to Rencunce or Abjurz it : This ouyt

SN o great Mafter encourages us to in thefe Words ~-
Mateh. 8. 35.0 Whofoewer'fball [ave his Life (bal lofe it 5 but whofecucr

g * will lofe bus Life for my Sake, amd theGofpel's, the fame
fpall“faveiit, ~ With refpe&, to this Promife, and his own facred
Example , His Apoftles followed the fame Steps, and for boldly
maintaining their Mafter’s Dotrine, they were almoft all honoured
with the Crown of Martyrdom. If we confider the Circumitan-
ces of our Apofile, when he laid this Do&rine in the Text before
the Romian Chriftians ;. we fhall the better underftand what ¢he
True Spivit of Chriffianity teaches Us. St. Paul was call’d in an ex-
traordinary Manner to be a Preacher of the Truth;  but.it was
fuch Truth, as the World at that Time was wholly a Stranger
to: St. Paul perform'd what He was callef to faithfully and
couragioufly : He knew it ‘was his Duty #4 obey God, rather than
Man;—i. e, =—Thar, fo long as He found any unacquainted with
the Gofpel, fo Jong he was o be inftant in Seafon and out of Seafin, to
veprove, rebuke, and exhort with all Long-fuffering and Dotfrine, =

et, at the fame Time, St. Pau/ was born a Subje&t to a Prince,’
who was not only a Stranger, but a prefeffed Enemy to all that was
Good; a Prince, who had not fo much as ene Moral Virtue to res.
commiend Him to the World. e was a Prince fo qualify’d, that
the more St Piul converted to Chriftianity, the more Enemy’s
he rais'd to his prodigious Vices. Yet fo far were all the Apo-
ftles Converts to be from putting a ftop to their Suvercign’s Exor-
birances, by Force or Compulften, {o' far were they to be from any
bafe Fealoufies, or difloyal Fears of Hims That, on the contrary, they
were commanded ~—— Firff of all, to make Prayers end Supplications,
and Iuterceffuns, and giving of Thanks, particularly, for Kings, and all:
fuch as were 1n Auihority ; that, not in Oppofition to them, but un-
dar them, they might live quict and peaceable Lives, in oll Godlinefs: and
Hon:ffy.—— They were commanded,~— Buvery Soul of them to be fub-
Jeit to the Higher Powers, i. e The Higher Powers then 'in being =
“The realon was For # béve is no-Pawer but of God, the Powers that
be, are otdaived of God'y he;thivefore; who vefifts the Power, refifts the Ore
dinance of God'; and they that refift, f¥all receive to themfelves Damnation.

I_beljc?c, that Nero,” whofe'Subje& St. Paul was, did, and that,
esher Princer, even in thefe Days, do bear a great deal of Il-wilk
to true Religion ; but the Queftion is, whether, with all their Ik~
will they cands is any Hurt or not ? Nero 1s juftly Infamous for being
the Firft Prince, who openly perfecuted Chriftianity; Yet, in fpite of.
all his wicked Intentions, Fle was fo far from hindring the Pro-
grefs of the ‘Gofpel, by perfecuting it, - that many of bis ownﬁlo;l;
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Jhold embraced it. Nay, it was found by frequent Experience,
That the Death of @ Martyr had much of the fame Effe&, with tbe
Serman of an Apofile 5 and [ene great Numbers of Converts from the
place of Execution. It was obferved, ‘That the Edi&s of Empe-
rors againft the Profeflors of Chriftiapity, made many Perfons very
inquifitive after the Tendrys of that Religion, who, otherwife,’
would not have regarded it atall ; by which means, they too of-
ten became Converts to the Truth. All places were full of the
Followers of Chrift, in a very few Years; tho® all the Stratagems’
of Wit and Cruelty were made ufe of for their Extirpation.
To fay more yer, Was not Perfecution an excellent Means, to
diftinguifh between the Whear and the Chaff ; between fuch as had a
Form of Godlinefs only, and fuch as were-Illuftrious for the Power'
of iz?2 And may we not {ufpe&, on that very Reafon, that thofe
who were fo fearful of Perfecution, as to take Unchriftian Methods’®
to prevent or divery it, do fo, leaft a time of Perfecution fhould
expofe them to the ill Opinion of the World; and let them fee’
bow ligtle they can fuffer for the Sake -of that Heavenly Religion,
which they talk fo loud of, under a ferene Sky ?

The Chriftians of the firft Ages were, doubtlefs, as willing as
Others to live quist and peaceable Lives, under their refpe@ive Prin-
ces; but they befieged the Throne of Grace only with their Petiti-
ons for the Blefling : They knew, That the Hearts of Kings were jin.
the Honds of Ged, and that He could twrn them as He pleafed ; theix
Bufinefs was, to fend up their United Prayers to Heaven ; to do
their own Duties in their feveral Stations, and to truft Providence
_ with the Event. Thofe blefled Saints —— fudyed o provide Things
Honeft in_the fight of all Men, te give mo Occafion of Offence to them ¢hat
were withent; And, who could Harm them while they did what was
Good ? —— Chriftians did not believe, in thofe” Days, that the
Deftrultion ‘of their Bodies, could do any Hurt to their Souls 3
but when they fuffered for the Nome of Chriff, they even blef-
fed the Inftruments which difpatched them out of a World of
S(;ndand Mifery, to the glorious lehe{itance of che Sons of

od. ;

When the Roman Emperors purfued the Chriftians with their ut-
maft Fury, they could have reveng’d themfelvesfufficiently, as Terzul-
lian alledges, in the time of Septimius Severns, if they would but have.
Defirted the Empire; but-they judg’d it unlawful'to do that; God
had Jaid the Yoke of Subieftion upon them, and they fuppos'd it was
their Duty to bear that Yoke with Patience; and tho’ they pray’d.
fervently to God, That He would change their Prince’s H=arts,
yet at the fame time, they pray’d too, That God would Blefs thofe
very Princes in all their Tawful Undertakings ; and they affited.
them as readily with their Lives and Fortunes. It is not Safe, we
fay, to provoke an armed Multjtude 5 yet neither their Strength in.
Number nor in Arms, could perfuade the Primitive Chriftians {o
much as to Defend themfelves againft the bloody Commands of a:
€ruel, but theic Lawful Prince; Witnefs the fam’d Thehz"n‘LegiaL;
o U ; : — “They
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—* They were more than Six Thouﬁnz,~ both Officers and private

* Centinels,all Chriftians ; Maximinizn Cefarcommandedithem, amang
¢ the reft, to offer Sacrifice to Idols; this they refus'd to do, Maxi-
¢ wminisn order’d every Tenth Man tobe put ta Death for a Teryor to
¢ the reft; whea that would not mafter them, he' commanded.the
¢ reft of his Army to cut the whole Legion to Pieces; how like a
¢ Chriftian then did their Commander Mauritins {peak to his fellow
¢ Soldiers ? How much did I fear, fays he, leift any of you, (as
¢ from Soldiers in Arms, I might well expe& it ) under Pretence of
g Selé—?refer'utﬁm, fhould have oppos’d this happy Maffacre ¢ I was
¢ jult now, tho’ I am glad it was needlefs, looking oyt for a Prohi-
“ bition in the Example of Chrift, who commanded his Apoftle #o
¢ put up bis Sword again, tho' he had drawn ic only to defend his Ma-
¢ fier ; reaching us by thofe Words, That the Strength of a Chri-
¢ ftian’s Affurance is of more Value than all the Implements of War ;
¢ That it belongs nos to private Force to.repel the Vielence of their Princes,
¢ but to pafs the utmoft Tryals of Faith with a perfevering Piety. So ready
were thofe Religious Soldiers to Jofe their Lives rather than to forfake
their Saviour, or to be guilty of Idolatry ; fo ready were théy to

imitate thofe glorious Heroes, who, when under Per-
Heb. 11. 35. fecution, had refufed r0 accepr of Deliverance, that they

might ebeain & better Refurredtion.

* Elijal was a Man of a flagrant Zeal for the Honour of the God of
Jfracl, a Man of fuch Courage as never fear'd the Face or Anger of
the greateft Princes = He exprefles his great Concern for Religion
in the highelt Terms. — I hawve been wery jeslous, fays he, for the Lord

of Hofts ; for ihe Chiidren of Hrael have forfaken thy Cove=

1 Kings 19. nant, thrown down thine Alzars, and flain thy Phophets with
io the Sword.~— Yet, when Elijah was in the very height
of his Zeal, when he had newly convinc’d both Prince

and People of their Follies, by a Miracle, and by thac Means had
. deftroy’d all the Priefts of Baal; yet, to fhew his Submiffion to
kis Prince, and that the Powerful Influcnces of God’s Spirit, had
¥ not made him_forget the Duty of 2 Subje&, he, at

1 Kings 18. the Motion of the fame Spirit, girt up bis Loins, and,

46. ran_ before Ahab to the Entrance of Jezreel. ——Good
Men of old knew very well that True Religion was
[afs emough under the ProceStion of its Author; that ic needed no Humane

Supports, no crecked Politic Shifts, to Defend it ; buc he who planted

it, would certainly Shelter it from all Dangers. If zrue Religion

Suffers at any Time, it’s for the Sins of thofe who profefs it ; who,

call down God's Anger upon themfelves, not as they are Religious

or Good, but as forgetful, ungodly, and unreafonable Men, God’s
: Care fg’r his own Religion appears in his Prefcriptiong
Deuter.16. to the People of Ifrael ;- God. Commanded, that alZ
16: the Males of 1fvael fbould appear before Him, in the place
which He fhould choofe, Three Times & Year — A fair Op-

“portunity this was for their Enemies to invade them, when there
were no Mcnlefz at Home to dsfend cheir Frontiers, and they
hod et ‘ ' werg

‘
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were befét with Malicious Enemies on every Hand ; yer, there’s
no Inftance that ever they were invaded at thofe Times; no, what
God had commanded them to do, He always took Care to protett
them in.

The Prayer of the Apofiles and Brethren, when they were threata
ned by their Superiors, she High Pricfis and Elders of the Jews, i
cafe they fhould fpeak any more in the Name of
Chrift, is very remarkable — They lifted up their Voices A&ts 4. 27,
with one Accord, and [aid, of & Truth, Lovd, againft thy  29.

Holy Child Jefus, whom thou haft Anointed, borh Herod

and Pontius Pilate, with the Gemiles and People of Ifracl were ga=
thered together, &c. — But do they 'Pray, that God would chere-
fore affift them, to repel Force with Force, or to reduce them
to more reafonable Courfes % No! but they Pray thus.<—— Bebold
Lird, theit Threatnings, and gramt unte thy Servants, that with
all Baldnefs, ‘they may [peak.thy Word. 1i.e. — Give Us but Grace
to do our Duties, as Djfciples and Miniflers of Jefus Chrift 3
let thy Spirit but aflit Us powerfully in that Work, and we
thall never be terrifyed, either at the Violence or Malice of fuch
as Oppofe the Gofpel. g Lo

How bufy was Antiochus Epiphanes of old; to introduce Iduarry
among the Fews 2 What Force, what Fraud did he not make ufe
of to that purpofe ! How formidable an Adverfary did he appear
to a miferable harraffed Nation 2. Yet, when he had tryed all Ways
to effe& his bafe Defigns, he found himfelf firangely baffled, and
a poor bandful of Men made a Terror to bis uwmerous Armies.
The Antiens Roman Emperors attempted as oft to rost our Chriftianity,
and to cfieblifb Heathenifm: WhatSeas of Blood were fhed to that
purpofe at their Commands? What politic Fetches had they to
circumvent the Innocent and Unwary ? Yet all their Enterpris
zes of that Nature came to nothing, being carryed on only by the
Arm of Fleth, while the Gofpel propagated by fuch as were far
from being Worldly Politicians, under the Prote&ion of Almighty
God, prevailed every Day more and more ; and it pleafed him, even
by the Foolifbmefs of preaching to fave fuch as Believed; or, to come
nearer Home; Popery, after 2 long Tyranny over,our Souls and
Bodies, was banifhed from among Us, by the gracioufly aflifting
Hand of God; and Religion reformed according to God's Word, and
she Patern of Antiguiry was fettled here : How many Plots and Stra-
tagems, how many angry Confederacies have Men been engaged
in, to replant that Poifonons Weed of Popery; and to fubje&
Us again to that infupportable Yoke? What dreadful Apprehene
fions have many bad of its Reftauration ? Yer, when all the Po-
litic Defenders of our Reformation have been in a profund Sleep , or
have run countre to all the Rules of common Prudence, God’s
unerring Ptovidence has fecured our Religion, or refiored it when
1t was almoft buryed in its own Ruins; His All-fceing Eye has,
difcovered cthofe Snares which are laid to entrap Us, and which

in
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in fpite of any Wifdom of our own, might entangle Us beyond
all Hopes of Recovery, :
. Xet, afterall, I do not belicve, that the Enemys of Ged's Truth; =
let them be Lovds, or Kings, or Emperors, fhall efcape Unpunifh’d
“Tho’ God has charged Us, ot to svenge our Selves; Yet he has afluréd
Us, at the fame time, that —— Vengeance is bis,  and he will repayit
Tho’ the Heathen. may Rage, and the People May imaginé & vain
Thing 3 Way, tho’ the Kings of the Earsh fet themfelves, and ghe Ralers
take Counfel together againft she Lovd, and againft his, Ancinted 5 Yet;
He who fitteth in the Heavens fball Laugh, - the Lord [hall have them in
-Derifions He fbail- [peak to- them in kiis Wrath, ~and Ve them in bis
fore Difpleajure; And yet, in fpite- of all their Eg-
deavours to the Contrary, He will fet bis King upes Pfal 2. 1,6.
bis Holy Hill of Sion.~—— God ‘needs not the Help "
of Schifmaticks, Hereticks, Atheifls, Rebels or Murderers; to {ecure that
-Church which he has raifed ; It's his Honour: to defend that Res
dlgion which be bas eftablijbed for evers ' and that Howour He will nor
give to anmother. But,
2. If a Man be Jeslous ond Sufpitions of his lewful Governevrs, ox
account of his own Civil and Temperal Concerns. 1 muft needs fay,
<that private. Intereft: is’ avery ill Judge of what tends to the' pué-
dic Good 3 and thofe whé make the public Weal fubmit to their own
little or finifter Conveniencies or Defigns, can never be eminent
:in Good Works. . Men of brave and generons Spirits, will be
willing to fuffer in their private Concerns, if their fuffering fo
.may conduce any Way to the Good of their Country.  The Demo-
.eracy of Athens, was one of ‘the worft Gowvernments in the World ;
“yet, when the Vicious Community of 4rbens could not bear the
admirable Virtues of 4riftides, and therefore refolved to banith
-him, by their Way of Offrucfm ; according to which, every Man
wrote the Name of the Perfon ‘whom he would have banifhed in
an Oyfier-fbell:. A Poor Man, who could not do it himfelf, meet-
ing with Arifides unknown , begged of him, that he would
write the Name of Ariftides sn his Shell for him, and 4riffides pre-
fently granted his Requeft ; and tho’ he was Confcious to him{elf,
that he had ne¢ver deferved 111 of the Athenians, yet he freely f{a-
facrificed himfelf and all his own Fortunes to the imaginary Quiet of
that Common-Wealth: And fhall Chriftians, who have been bet-
ter inftrufted’ than ever riffides ‘was, fall {hort of a Heathen in'
an innocent and generous Honefty ? : &
Let all the Powers of the World frown upon mie, Iet me fufs
fer never fo much Violence, never fo many Indignities at theif
Hands; let me be atflited, perfecuted, tormen-
Si jrafus ilaba< " ted on all Sides;  let me at the {ame time be but
“zur Orbis, Impa= fruitful in good Works; and, tho' the whole
widym ferient-  Frabrick of the Univerfe fhould be immediately
Ruine. Horat,  diffolved, and all the dreadful Ruins fall about
my Ears, it fhould gever affright me. ;Iﬁf:rr;

&
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when the Ifralites were ftop’d by the Read-Sea befors, by a
Mountain and Fort en each Hand, and by the

Egypsian Army behind, bad them —— fand fill Exod. 14. 13.
and fec the Salvation of God.~— But to have Pa- ot
tience, and they fhould ’quickly fee an End of all their Fears.
I’s really the Strengeh of God's Servants, as the Prophet faid of
ZEgyps, to fir [till.—It’s their indifpénfible Duty,

to live Godly, Righteowfly and Soberly, in & Wicked Ifai. 30.7.
World, and ‘then they need not fear any Force of >
Men. God will give his Angels charge over them, and they fball keep
them in all their Ways, they fhall bear themin sheir Hands, leaft ar any
Time they dafb their " Feev againft a Stone.  Buteven Foreigners have
taken Notice of our Wants, and that few publick Spiviss ase bred
in. England. : ’ ;

2. He who exercifes himfelf in Ewil, lives always under wiolent Sufpis
cions of hislamful Governors, becaufe of that Pewer which they have in
their Hands to punifh Him. If all’Men were univerfally wicked,
and if all wicked Men, and none but fuch were poflefled of
Power and Authority, yet they’d be furrounded with Jealoufies
and Fears. The Greateft Monarch among his moft Trufty Guards,
or in the Head of a well-difciplined Army, if be has bur a
guilty Soul, trembles every Moment with the Fear of an Affaf-
fination. —~—- There is mo. Peace faith, my God,to the Wicked, but the
are always like the troubled Sea, cafting up Mire and Dirt:' Muc
more then muft they lye under the Agonies of Fear, who have
an infupportable Weight of Sin to load them, but neither
Strength nor Authority to defend themfelves with. Rulers are noz
# Terror to fuch as are Workers of Good, the worft they can do to
them is but to deftroy their Bodies; but they are.a Zerror tothe
Workers of Iniquity 3 becaufe when their Bodies are deftroyed here,
they - muft feel hereafter what a dreadful Thiug is is ro-fall intorthe
Hands of the living God. 1 know not how it comes to pafs, it
may be, but fo it is, That tho’ our Corrupe Inclinations are always
urging Us to {in, tho' our Minds and Affe&ions feem to be
wholly fec upon Sin ; yet, when we have committed it, tho’ never .
fo privately, our Vigour and our Spirits quickly Fail, wefinda
ftrange Remorfe within our Selves for our own A&ions, and fre-
quently wifh, that we had forborn thelaft, even at that inftant when
we are running headlong upon another, and a greater Crime. Nay,
the moft refolute and obdurate Sinners have much ado to be at
Peace within Themfclves, or to flifle their inward Regret < For the
moft inveterate Habit of Wickednefs, is not enough to root all
Senfe of Good, entirely and abfolutely out of the Minds of Men.

Nor do T thiak, that 4sheifm itfelf, fo long as Men have any
Fondnefs of their own Lives, woeuld be a fufficient Cure forthis
Diftemper. If there were really no fuch Being, as a God, yet
Men muft combine themfelves into Political Societies, if it were
only for Sitf-Prefervarion ; but Pogtical Societies could never ftand

without
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‘wichout Latws, thio’ therc ‘were no God to'fin againft; yet,as
- St. Fobn tells us, That — Sin is the Tyamfereffion: of she Law.
8o, in'fucly a Cafe, every Trefpafs againft every Humane Law,
muft needs be 4 Sin againft the Members, and' the Intereft of
chat Society, in' which'it i¥ committed. * But 1f this be truey
then that fame Neceffity,” which obliged Men to contrive Laws
among themfelves, and for their own: Security, that fame Ne-
ceflity “would oblige them: to enforce  thofe ' Laws by Penalties,
and_tq execute' thefe Pemalties upon Delinglents.: Now this
Order béing obferved; o many as are at any time guilty of a
Tranfgteflion, and fo have incurred # Pegaley, {o many would have
4 contintal Terror upor their owh Hearts,iupon account of thofe
who were neceflrily entraffed; as fome muft be;toinfli& Penalties
upon Delinquents; and tho’ none may know any Thing of their
Guil for’ the prelent, befide themfelves, they’d be afraid of every
Thing tHat could “poffibly ‘difcaver themr; and tho':the Perfons
eitraftéd to- exécute’ Jugic'_é,' “fhould pardon the Criminals at
prefent 3 fer the Criminals“would bejealous Rill, leaft: the Mis
nifters "ot 'Juftice fhould refume their Refolutions of Revenges
and, ‘Phat themfelves fhiould be furprifed” with' an unforefeen
Deftru&tion 4 o T
Bt fincé Relizion, and the Belief of a God have'taken place in the
World, <lie Cafe of Geod Men, indeed, is'much berrer; but that
i - ‘of il Men. is much Werfe.  Lucretins  {poke
Primus in:Orbe like himfelf, i.c. like an 2%/, when he fiid,Fesr
Deos fétitTimor. " was the foft Coentor of Godds —— Yet-it’s probable
Lucret: enough, That, the’ an! sh-iff iiay be very high
: and above all Fear of Corre&ion in this Werld,
yet his fecrét Bofom.¥éars may convince himy, That rhereis a
Being bighet than binfelf; and rbat fuch a Being as can punith -
him feverely for his Mifdemeanors. But where Men are con-
vinced béfore hand of that great Truth, That there is 2 God, the
Lafhes of Confcience are much more terrible. A Man may put
fome ftop to humane Juftice, by  hiding him[elf; cr flying from
one Plice or Country to” anether. — But,: who can fly froor the
Allreaching Hand o £ Divine Vengeance ? Who ¢an hide him-
feIf ‘frotn the. All-fearching Eye of God?
PRYL 139. 8,9."  If T'afeend #p to Heswen bk are there, [ays Holy
David; If I go down ints Hell, bebold thow art
there alfo's If 1take the Wingt of the Morning, and dwell in the urters
moft Part; ‘of the Earth, even there fball thy Hawd lezd me, and'thy
Right Bynd fball find mes If 1fay, furely the Dasknefs fhill cover me,
even the Night fball be Light about me 5 Tea, the Darknefs hideth not from
Thee 5 but the Night fbineth #5 the Day, the Dorksnefs and Liglt are both *
alike to Thee. — Nai;, may I not add farther, that, from this general
Lotion of a God, thefe. Apprehenfions fpring, which render the
very Brute Creatures, over whom we Tyrannize fo much, fo very
dreadful to Us, as if, when we had ‘committed a Sin, the’ it
may
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may be, but in Thought only, we belicved, that of Seloren
literally - true —— Tha: the Bird of ithedir fbould cariy the Fuice,
and that which bad Wings fbould tell she Matter. )
Every one knows the Story of the ‘Fall of our firft Parents;
but who, without acquiefeing, in what has been fuid, can give any
reafon for their Fg-leaves,or for theirbidivg themfelves? How did Guile
gcrﬂ:andings', and make them filly, even te Ridi~
culoufnefs? They knew their Creator, and underftood his Na- -
ture, better than any of their Pofterity ; and yet they: dreame
of biding themfelves from his Search, among the Treesof the Garden 5
none of their fellow Creatures could dhame them; and yet ther
Nakednefs muff be covered. What 2 - durft .they not Loek upon’
Themf{elves "now, who, before had been the lovelyelt Objedts

‘inthe World to one Another:? Or, did they only fhelter Them-

felves from the Fury -of Wild Beafts among the Tress? God
had given them Dominion over all Creatures ; and we dont
find, that any of their Subjefts had rebelled againft them fo
early : No, but alas! They were Canfcious to themfelves of
their own Crime, and they knew not now what they might expet;
They had loft their Jnmocence, and having expofed their Nakedaefs
by fo deing, They might well be athamed of Themfelves; They
had an Aecufler and @ Judve, in their own Bofoms; and who can
wonder at the Reftiffnefs of a wounded Spirit ? When Can had
murdered his righteous Brother , tho’ 21l Men Living then,
were nearly related to him, and its probable, they might have
thewn fome Reverence to his Primo-geniture ; yet he was jeas
lous, leaft —— Wihofoever fhould meet Him, fbould kill H'm

The Senfe of all this made the Heatlen
Satyriff cry out —— O ye Gods, -how miferable Diiq; Dexq; omnes
are the Lives of Guilty Wretches, whe are al- quam male eft extra
ways tiexed with the Expeifations of sthofe Pu-  Legem, viventibus !
wifbments, which they know they have Deferved ! quicquid meruerant |
Nay, Guilt, even when it’s fincerely repen- {emper expetant.
ted of, isapt to give the Penitent a long i
Difturbance. Dsvid was s Man after God's awn Heart; and as fuch
might have lived and cnjoyed himfelf fecurely in his Palace at
Ferufalem 3 but the Marzer of Urijah had fhocked the Foundation
of his Quiet: After that Sin, his Son Abfalom, no very great
Warriour, made waliant David fly for his Life ; Shimeicwfid him,
and threw Stones at Him ; 'Shebs rhe Sons of Bichri, raifed a new
Rebellion againft Him ; 4domjeb, another of his darling Ka-
vourits, flep'd into his Throne, while He was yet Alive 3 Dovid
21l the while refle®ing on his great Sins, which, tho’ God had
remitted, He, the mournful Criminal Himfelf knew not how to
forgive. - Soleman was the Wifeft of Men, yet when He had a&ted
beneath a Man, in committing deletry, to pleafe his Wives and
Concubines, He was driven to mean Shifts, to keep down the
fRirring Spirits of Jeroboam. Feroboam too, was fenfible of his Sin,
in leading th¢ Ten Tribes in thcirC Rebellion, againft the Hou'ﬂ}
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. of David, and his guilty Thoughts threw Him upon that Pelitic
Idolgtry, which brought nothing but Scandal upon Himfelf and
Ruin upon his Kingdom. He ftands upon Record, for sk Man
swho made Ifracl ro fin; and in the next Generation, his Name, as
King, was quite done away : His coward Heart told Him, that
if 'He permitted true Religion,” and the Worthip inftituted by
God to continue among the revolted Tribes, his prefent Subjeés -
would foon grow fenfible of their Fault, and return to their for-
mer Obedience ; fo well that fubtil Rebel knew, that Fidelizy to
God, and Loyalty to lawful Princes would Live and Die, Staud and
Fal fogether, But the Cafe of thofe (Two Brethren in Iniquity,
tho’ not in Time, Achirophel and Fudas, was remarkable above all ;
they were Favourites with Wicked Men, like Themfelves, for
their Bafenefs and Treachery ; but they funk under the intolerable
Perfecutions of their own Confciences, till they brought deferved
Death upon Themfelves.. And have We nat read or heard of
greaser Tyrants and Marderers, who have groan’d under perpetual
Tei_rrgurs, after the Perpetration of fome extraordinary Wicked-
nefs ?

In the Book of Wifdom, We have an excellent Defcription of
the Plague of Darknefs, and the Plague of a wounded Spirit,
as they both met together in the &gyptians, — For while they [up-

pofed to' lie hid in their fecret Sins, fays that Ex-
Wifdom. 17.3. “cellent Author, they were feotiered under & dark

Veil of Forgetfulnefs, being horribly aflonifbed and ter-
rvified with [irange Appavitions 3 for neither might the Goruer which
beld them, keep them from Fears but Noifes, asof Waters falling down,
Jounded alout them, and fad Vifions appeared to them with heavy Coun=
tenances 5 The Illufions of Art Magic wire put down, and their vaunting
Wifdom was reproved with 'Difgrace; for they who promifed to drive
away Terrours and ‘Troubles frem a Sick Soul, were Themfelves Sick of Fear,
worthy to be laughed at 5 for Wickednefs, condemned by ber own Witnefs,
is wery timerous, -and bemg prefled with Confeience, always forecafteth
Ewil-Things — And the Author concludes, that Chapter, thus —
The whole World [bined with Ligh?, and none were hindred in their La-
bourss over them only was [pread an heavy Night, an Imsge of that
Derknefs which [henld afiersards receive them; But yet were they unto
Themfelves more gricuous than that Darknefs, — Sotrue jt is, that no=
thing con_[uffciently exprefs the Horrors of & Guilty Mind ; "T'hat God,
who is the fupreme éovemour of "all Things, terrifies fuch as
delight in Wickednefs, .by unavoidable Confcience, an Enemy
which they always carry about them, and is, of all others, the
moft unconquerable. -

But fome Men, now adays, are grown to fuch a Height of
Impicty, that they do not ftand in any Extraordinary Fear of
God, wha feems at 2 vaft Diftance from them. If they own his
Being at all, yet, at beft,- they look on Him as cne who is very

_ flow in executing Vengance ; and, That He permits Sinners to
4 R e Ll SO . enjoy
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enjoy themfelves in their own Wickednefs for a very coanfiderable
Time. Therefore, with reference i3 God, they put the, Evil Day far
from them 5 But they are beyond Mealure angry with fuch as are in
Authority berevpon Earch 5 Such asare God’s Subftitutes here below,
for the Pynifkment of Ewil Doers, asd for tbe _»Pmi'(e of thefe who do
well. They are irreconcilably angry with fuch who are Men,
like Themfelves ; and are, as they think always, ready at Hand to
plague them, who can Punifh them in fbeir Bodies, or in their
Eftates, which they value much more than their immortal Souls.
Of fuch Men in Power, thefe daringly Impious Wretches are fo
very fearful, that as the Wife-Man Obferves =
The W cked fly, when o Man purfues.— They are al- Prov.28. 1,
ways apprehenfive of Juftice, and always pro;c&m{g

how to fecure Themfelves from the Edge of thofe Laws, which
they fo frequently tranfgrefs, Where wicked Men aré not yetr
ftrong enough to defy Authority and Juftice, a [udden and &
Jecrer Flight into fome Foreign Country, is generally looked on as
the Offender’s beft Security; And, yet even in fuch a Flight,
the very Notes of harmlefs Birds, the waving Motions of the
ftanding Corn, the Winds whiftling amoeng hallow Rocks, the
gentleft Motion of the working Sea, and the brisker Sound of a
fudden Flurry amonght the Shrouds of a Ship failing merrily
towards its Port; and a Thoufand fuch Bugbears as thefe, make
their Hearts tremble 5 and every Shadow flying o’re their Heads,
reprefents an Officer of Juftice, ready to take them into Cuftody.
And, certainly, fuch a Life is worfe than Death itfelf.

Again, Let but an Infurredtion be raifed again{t his lawful Prince
or Governuor ;. let but a Foreign Enemy invade Him, or a Home«
born feeming Friend betray Him , the Guilty Man clapsin imme-
diatly wich the Enemy, and feeks for Shelter from his Princes Ju-
ftice among the Croud of his Oppofers. Let bura Seditious 7ew be-
gin a Tumult, and Thoufands of Murders fhall be ready to follow
whereever he'll think fit to Iecad them. Nay, let but Prous David
fly from the jealous Rage of Saul, and even he fhall bave Sons
of Belial, & Pack.of Faitious Male-Contents, of Bank-rupt Debtors, and
all forts of Malefadtors, to efcape the Sword of Juftice, lift them-
fclves among his Followers.

Let & Prince or Governor be vigorous, eonly in aflerting bis gon
juft Power, withour encroaching at all upon the Liberties of his
Subje€ts : Let him fzem a little too fevere for the Humour of a
Loofe and Degenerate Age, and how ready will' jealous Griminals-
be to lopp off the Arms of that Power, which they tremble to
think of ? Thus Nerva, Pertinax, Aurelius Probus, Alexander Severus,
and other excellent Emperors of Rome, found themfelves fuddenly
oppzefled, by the Confpiracy of thefe Troops, whofe Diforders they
endeavoured prudently to reform: Thus Ofmas, or Ottoman, the
Second of that Name, & late Emperor of the Turks, was murdered
by his Fanizarics, becaufe they underftood, he was refolved to
. reduce thae kind of Militia to their Qriginal Difciplineé_ &{rlto 3

: { ' Y tiolve

-
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diffolve their whole Order. And fuch too, was the Café of Charles
the Juft, \tbe Good, whofe Murder all true Englith-Men, snd fincere
Chriffians this Day Mourn for. “There are few’ who aré ac-
quainted with the Story of that Time, except the Brood of the
Jame Serpents, and tainted with the [me Venemouns Principles, who can
thiink thofe were extremely well affetted, or the Soberéfp aud the B:ft of
Seints, who attempted, at firft, to clip the Wings of Regal Power ;
and to make sheir Prince # Slave to bis own Subjetfs ; who would have
madetheir Sovereign a meer Statue of Authority, bearing 2 Sword,
but not-daring not Ufe it, but only, where thofe; who beft de-
ferved to feel it, fhould appoint Him ; And what did the firft
Agents in this Hellith Work gain by all their mighty Pains 2
When fome of them began to rclent ; they were prefently told by
their Companions, That no King, when rofestled in his Power, would
ever Pardon fuch Affronts, as' they had already\ put upon Him. ——
The Fear of which, aggravated by the Guilt of their own Confci-
ences, carried them on to the Ruin of this Antient and Glorious Monar-
ehy, the Subverfion of the Fundamental Laws of this Kiugdom, andin
Conclufion, to the Brutith and Execrable Murder of their Pious
and Lawful Sovereign. And this brings me to the

3. And, Laft Propofition laid down from the Text, wiz. That
Guilty Perfons will alwaysendeavour to revenge themfelves on
thofe Powers, or fuch Princes and Governours, whofe Juftice
they, upon good Reafons, ftand in Fear of. Tho’ there might be
other Ways invented perhaps, by which 1ll-Men might evade
the Juftice of Lawful Authory; yet, there’s nonc fo Sure and
Effc&ual, as to take it quite out of the Way :- As the Repeal of
2 Statute, is the moft infallible Means in the World, to prevent
jts being Broken. Guileis too cowardly to reft in Ordinary
Politicks: But, as we gencrally obferve, that, where Women are
concerned in Robberies, thofe Robberies are attended with Mur-
der too, that timerous Sex concluding, that Themfelves and their
Companions ¢an never be fafe, fo Jong 25 any are left alive who
may difcover them; fo Men, guilty of great Crimes, while alted
by the fame unconquerable Fears, canneverimagine Themfelves at
Eafe, till they have difpatched every Thing, that feemed capable
of giving them Difturbance. When. Mawritius, the Eafiern Emperor
heard of an Iafurre&ion in his Army, and that it was headed
by one Phocas, he asked what fort of a Man that Phecas was ?
When he was told, That he was s wotorious Coward ; s he a
Coward, {aid the Emperor; theu doubtlefs he is Cruzl and Malitious too ?
And fo he proved : For firft he Murder&l his Mafter’s Wife and
Children before his Face, and then the Emperor himfelf; for he:
could not hope to reignin Quict, fo long as one Competitor
of fo greata Family remained alive.

‘Ufurpers are perperual Inftances of this Truth, for tho’ Popularity
and Courtefy be their Intereft; and, tho’ they pretend to be the
greaieft Patons of Publick Liberty, and therefore, often make the

moft °
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moft pleafing, and the gentlefs Laws ; yet their Fears and Jea-
loufies make their Praltices fo incenfiftent with their Pretentes;
and force them to draw fo much.Blood, toecut off fo many of
thofe who are able or likely to controul Them,. thatin {pite of
all their Artifice, they .quickly. forfeic both their Peace and
their Reputation.  Such, fay, éxr Hifforians, was the Cafe of our
Richard-the Thivd, to whom, we are told, that we'owe fome. of our
woft ufeful Stotytes, which he paffed only to court the Populace
yet endlefs Sufpicions; ! both of Friends and Enemies, made Him -
lavith out fo much eof the Nation’s nobleft Blood ; befide, the
unnatural Murder of his own Nephews and Sovereigns, that he
jultly got the Name. of : Tyrent anii Lrayter, and as fuchiwas hated
and curfed, ‘and, at laft, deferted by his Fellow-Subjeéts. - The
Roman Story, indeed;. tells us .of the famous Gormeljns'sylls, the
Didator, that after he had deluged Rome and. all kaly, with the
Blood of proferibed Citizens and Senators, and when' his Safecy
feemed to lie wholly in the Arbitrarinels of his Authority;
he yet, on a fuddain, with: an amazing Boldnefs, laid down his
Rods and Axes, and in Defiance of Publick Hatred,. retired himfelf
to a Private Life ;. Whether hedid it out of meer Contempe of
the Multitude, or a ftrange Confidence in the Majefty of his own
Perfon; or becaufe every one knew he' was not Cruel but
upon Neceflity; or that fome Oracle had flattered him with a
Promife of Safety in-his Retirement : Whatever Syla’s Reafon
was, for what he did, :we mect with no Parallel to it in Hiftory.
When I rémember the Fear whicly Cain was in « ~——leaf every
one who met Him [bould kill Him, it makes me think,. That that. Law
~——— He who [béds Man’s Blood; by Man fball his Bleod be. fhed —~——e
was as old as the Creation of Adem himfelfs it -was pare of
what we call the Law of Natwre, and.is altogether Equitable ; and
the Rule of Equity Tcaches; even thofe who are Guilty of other
Sins, to fear {fomething of & Rersliations; fo God repayed Adomia
bezek’s Cruelty. and Tyranny. —<— Threcfcore and. Ten: Kings, . having
their Thumbs and grest Toes cut off . garhered theiv Mear under. my Tabley
fays he as I have done, fo God hath requited mes = A
So David’s Murder: and Adultery, was - revenged Judges 1. s,
by Abfaleom’s Murder and Inceft, as Natban had fore- v
told ; for — thus fayeththe Lovd; fays Nathan, 1will vaife Evil aguinft
thecout of thiine own Houfe, and I will thke thy Wives before thine Eyes, and
I will givethem unto thy Neighbour 5 and.-le [ball-lie with thy Wives in
the fight of this Suny fopshiw didft it feeretly, but Iwill &
do this before all Hrael, and before the Sun.~ Butmow can . 2 Sath. 12,
any Man, who is acquainted with Ifumane Nature, fan-. r1, 12,
cy, that a meer Carnal Man, be his Crimes never. fo ¥
Great and Scandalous, can fubmic to that Punithment, which he has
deferved, without Relutance ? Can he be {o patient, when he’s pus
nifhed, as not to think of Revenge, againft both the Auchors
and Minifters of Juftice ? Pious Men, under the vigorous Influ-
ences
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ences of Supernatural Grace, may ask, fincerely —— Why fhould &
living Mon_complain, & Man for the Punifoment of bis Sins — But meer
Fleth and Blood kndéws no fuch Principle. “The Reafon is plain,
Man in his Carnal State, is but the Slave of Hell; the Devil always
moves them tofin, and hurries them on violently to commit it 3
while Men Sin,” they'r doing the Devil's Work,” and the more
they deftroy ‘of fuch as oppofe them in their Wicked A&ions,
the more they ‘arc encouraged to Sin, and the Devil’s Empire is
enlarged the- further ; This is' what the Devil would have ; and-
tho’ that fubtil Serpent treacheroufly deferts his moft a&tive Ser-
vants, at their greateft Need ;- fo that the 4x or Gibber is the
common Reward of all their Ungodly Indufiry;' Yet many are
fo defpetately hardencd, thro’ the Deseitfulnefs ‘of Sin, that they can-
not fee their own Danger; but they go on to drudge for Hell,
without fo much as the paltry Reward of a:little temporary
Self-Enjoyment,’ or fading foolith fenfual Pleafure) 3 :

Skin for- Skin, yea all that & Man has, will be givéfor bis Life, faid,
Satan, t0 God, ‘inthe Cafe of Fob; and it's.a great Truth, ‘tho’
1poken there’by rhe Father of Lies; Men will expofe -or part with
any Thing that's : deareft to them, for their own prefent Security ;
but chey'll be ‘much more lavifh 'of what belongs “to others, -on
the fame Account. Tho’ the prefent World is a Place of Grief
and ‘Vanity, ‘where nothing of rrue Pleafure, or real Contentment
was ever yet found 5 yet thére’s fuch unaccountable Witch-craft
in it, that foolith Men can'feldom extricate themfelves out of
its Embraces: Nay, and ‘thofe who abufe themfelves and the
World moft, 2re generally the moft infenfible of their Folly,
and ‘the ‘moft unwilling to leave it. Thofe whofc' monfterous
Crimes, éven in their own Opinions, deferve Deatch, yet fly from
Death with the greateft Care, 'and could be content to turn the
World upfide down, provided they might put off Death but for
a few Hours ;5 this very Sollicirude proves, that wicked Men
are very fenfible of their own Demerits, tho’ they try to hide
their inward Pangs, with abundance of Artifice; for whatis it,
that makes them fn very loth to die ? Do they nor believe their Souls
i bé Immortal ? If they are not Immortal, then the fooner they
die, the Happier is their Lot ; fince after Death, as there is no
Pleafure, fo neither is there any Pain ; but in this Life, Pain is
the moft Certain, Pleafure the moft Uncertain Thing in the
World ; Do they not believe that thert iitﬂ God, a Providence, &
Fudgment to come ¢ "Then the Difolution of their prefent Being can
do them no harm to be fure ; they have no Accoyrt ro make, no Sene
rence to ‘bear, no Punifbment either of Body or Soul to undergo 5
fo that Life or Death might be very indifferent to them, or, of
the Two, Death fhould be preferred.  But when I‘hear our
Blefled Saviour declaring, That — Wicked Men, at the great Day,
fhall cry owé to the Mountains to fall upen them, nnd so the Rocks to cover
dhem from the Wratk of Him who fits upen the Throus. ~— When 1 l;;g
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him fay, that az rhe fouird of the lafi Triiinpet, the Dead  halt rifes. hey
why “brve dine_well to the Refurreition of ' Life, ' they wht have dome
ill to the Refurrettion of Dammation. —— When ¥'hedr it infals
libly determined, That— the Sew, who Sims, fball Die—T weonder
no longer, when I fee ungodly Men fhrink froni Death,’ and
fhiver when they ffand ‘wpon the Brink of the Grave, wheén ne-
thing' appears but Hell and Eternal Torment, to receive the
fleeting Soul, no Courage can fupport the dreadful Vifion.

. Revenge, thén carries with it all’chats fweet, all chat’s defirable
to the Eyes of wicked Menme If Reweinge be feifible, ‘he who At
chieves ir,” may promife him{elf Impunity, 2sto any hurd which
the Power he wonld be tevenged on, can'do him. From ‘the Hopes
of this Revenge, 4heifm, Rebellion, Murder, and the like hofrid
Impieties take both their Beginnings ard Increafe. * The Wretch,
who has finned bimfelf ourof all hopes of Heaven, and is theig-
fore inwardly affured, that, i€ there'Be & God, that God Will ré=
ward: him according to his Works: That “at the Day of ‘Dobm,
he thall be caft inrd ourer Darknefs, where fhall be weeéing and waila
ing, #ad gnafbing of ‘Tierh ;. Eternal infinite ‘irremediable Forteres
with the Devil and his Angels: Such a Wretch, when he falls
ipon thefe Refletions, liftens prefently to the SugBeRions of
Hell; and, That he may, if poffible; "quiet his own'gﬁgpgh&,
endeavours with the old Poetical Giants, to dethrone Géd Him-
felf; he Labours Night and Day, to argue himfelf out ‘of the
Opinion of God's Exiftence, and propounds to himfelfand others,
a Thoufand Doubts and Difficulties, which hee’d fain imaginé ire
included, in maintaining that Notion; all which, till éxtreme
Guilt had made him defperate, had never come into his Héad ; to
exprefs his Malice againft Heaven the more; he’s not cohtent to
entercain Arkeiffical Opinions himfelf, but he’s induftrious te pfoe
pagate them among his Companions and Acquaintance ; * he pera
fuades others by his Talk, and by his own Example, to be smpu=
dent In Wickednefs 5 and encourages them by cavilling and ridiculing
every Thing that’s Rational and Important ; before them he laughs
at, and expofes God’s Word, and his Mefengers, and flouts at his
more modeft Affociates, as if to be afraid of finning, was only to
be a Prief-ridden Coward; and to walk innocently were only 4
Proof of a foft place in the Hesd. This Man never wants his
Ynftanices'ro prove, That Men may be infamous for their Witkednefs,
and’ yes make & mighty Figure, and profper wanderfully in tbe World,
He aflérts, and would fain convince others, that all the current
Notions of a'God, of a fevere Religion, of a future Judgment,
and the like, are but fo many Scaré-crows or Superftiticus Whim-
fies; to-keep Melancholic Souls in awe wirh, and.to abridge that
Liberty in their A&ions, which, by Natdre, they were born to.
And if his Wit and Arguments fail, a¢ commonly they rum
very 16w od thefe Cccafions, however, si\c’ll debauch as” mhany

ashe can; by his bwd Example,  and ¢alizes himfelf 25 a Hero;
J D whent
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“when he has throughly tin&tured another with his own Madnefs,
and as far as in him Jies, fruftrated the Defign of Chriff's Death,
by making a poor unthinking Sinner defpife his own precious
Soul, and {coff at, and abufe the Means of cternal Salvation.

Thofe too behave themfelves in the fame Manner, who, by ther
érvegular Aftions, have incurred the Penalties of Humane Laws, no Breach
of which can be good or juftifiable, wnlefs, where they enjoyn
any Thingthat is 2 plin and undeniable Contradiftion to the
Law of God. Such Perfons, moved by a wery re:{mable Fear of
being called to an- Account for their Crimes, and being diffatif
fied to fee any Advantages, Honoursor Preferinents, go befide them=
felves, or that all Public Affairs are not carried on according to
their own Peculiar Schemes, make it their Bufinefs to undermine
and weaken the Authority and Reputation of thofe, who, if they
flourith, muft neceffarily ruin them. If fuch defperae Male-Cox~
zents gan-but find the People in a ticklifb and uncertain Humour,
and eafy to be put into a Ferment, they’ll prefently fcatter ground~

lefr and malicious Rumours every where, amufe the People with
their, abrupt and paffionate, but very myfterious Expreflions;
they'll induftrioufly fpread the falfe News, of 2 Thoufand Eneroach-

ments- upon. their darling Libersies and Properties, and of Injuftice .
and Tyranny creeping in, by infenfible Degrees; if they find

the Multitude have any Concern for Religzion, they’ll hare the

World with Stories of its aproaching Ruin, at that very Time

when they know  it’s fupported ‘with the greateflt Steadinefs and

Vigour, againft ali. the Attempts of open Encmy’s, or pretended

Friends; and then frequent Experience thews Us, that a frighted
Rabble may cafily be perfuaded, that theThsmes may be blown up,
That Princes may be guilty of Treafon againft their omn Subjeits,
that Snew is Black, or that the molt abfolute Impoffibilities aretrue.

When Men’s Minds are thds alarmed, they are prefently apt to
take any ill Impreflion, and then our Male-Contents advife them,
with a. very ferious Conntenance, to ftand upon their Guards,
fince Danger -comes on fo faft; they talk of mighty, Hazards,
which .they themfelves have undergone, while, like Zealous Pas
griots, they have thruft themfelves into the Gap, and ar the Peril of
their own Lives, have fhouldred off certain Mifery from the une
obferving’ Multitude.  Thus, by repeated and inceffant_Lies, they
keep the ence bheatid Vulgar, in a continual Ferment, who, elfe, would
quickly fee fuch Incendiaries in their proper Shapes. Thus. they
hold them always in a readinefs for Rebellion on the firft Oppora
tunity,.which, to be fure, fhall not long ‘be wanting, when thofe
who frand condemned in Law themfelves, have got Partizans
enaugh: to bear them out. And, when a Rebellion is once begun,

He whe  draws kis Sword againft bis Swvereign, wufi throw away. the
Scabbard, and never put up his Sword again, till he has fixed himfelf

above the reach of Himane Juftice. or hasloft himfelf in the bold

Attempr, ‘To be above the reach of Jultice, he muft deffroy bis Lawful
> 4 I~ © Superiowrs
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Superiours entirely ; for he's a Fool in Milehicvous Politics, whofe
Stomack 'is fo fqueamifh as to ftick at any Thing, or who hefitates
at taking away their Lives, whom he hath robbed of “every Thing.
for which Life was to be defired. s !

Aifalom, how mych .fo tver he had been dandled by his Father's
Favour, was yet compleas dMafter of the Rebels Graft ; he endeavoured
firft to- find or to create Caufes of public Difcontent in one of

the moft glorious Reigns that ever was: He complajns' to the
People, who knew nothing of any fuch terrible Grievances bes
fore — That Juftice conld nir be “duly executed, for want of & Deputas
tion to bimfelf, or fome other [uch good Men, to that Purpofe; and
therefore, ‘very kindly ‘wilhes, har be * bimfelf were but made &
Fudge in the Lond :  How eafily then [bould every Fault in the Govern-
ment be mended | For taen, if any Man' had .« Suiz or Gaufe, and
would but come to bim, they fhould prefently be relieved :
For he himfelf would take all neceffary Care to do 2 Sam. 13. 7T
them Juftice. — By fuch Arts, /e fole the Hearts of a 4, 5.
People, happy enough, had they but known it, from
the Man after God's own Heart ; By fuch he drew the abufed Multi-
tude into a Rebellion, and.bad fair for the Subverfion of hisFather's
Life and Government ; Lut Providence baflled his impious Defigns,
and he perithed miferably in his own unnatural Wickednefs.
‘Thus Brutus and Caffias tos, pretended to an extraordinary Zeal
for the Liberties of the Roman State, and by fuch Pretences, got
feveral powerful Confederats againlt-the Government of Fuliss
Cefar, and a fair Opportunity of revenging their own private
Quarrels upon Him, whom they reprefented every where, as a
public Enemy._So Redolph, Duke of Suevia, upon pretence of
Religion, and in Obedience to the See of Rome, rebelled againft
Henry, the Fourth, Emperor of Germany, but died of a Wound re-
ceived in Battle againft' Him. Thus the Bifbops of Romé have
reached that lofty Supremacy, which they now pretend to, while
they forced Subjeltsiato Rebellign, againft their Lawful Govers
nours, attempted the Lives of Kings and Emperours, by a
Thoufand villanous Stratagems, and then fifhed in troubled
Waters, with gseat Advantage. Nor can we imagine, Thae che
great Infurrettion of Kett the Fanmof, in Norfolk, in the Days of
Edward the Sixth; of Sir Thomas Wyat, in the Reign of his Sifter Mary 3
or of the Earls of Northumberland and Weltmorland, under the
more Aufpicious Governmen: of Queen Elizabeth, how plaufible fo
ever their Allegations for themfelves were , could have ended
otherwife than in_the Deftruftion of thofe Princes, had nog
Almighty Vengeance flopped them, in their Rebellious Cars
riere.
But what need T look farther, for an Evidence of that waich I
have fo long afferted, than the wnhappy Occafion of this.Day's fad
Solemnity 2 What manner of Perfons they were, who raifed and
garzied on that Bloody Rekellion, uggnﬂ Charles she 5ir#, of enver glog
B i : \ 2 ; LS rious
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rious Memory ; the Three Efiates of . this Nationy iu Parlisment affembled ;
in their 4%, prefented to Charles the Second, for the Obfervation of
this Day have faichfully informed Us. —— ¢ They were 3 Party,
¢ of wretchcd Men, defperately Wicked, ‘and hardened ‘in their
¢ Impietics ; who plotted and contrived the Ruin and Deftryétion
¢ of this Glorious Monarchy; and with it, the true rcformed
¢ Proteftant Religion, and the Sacred Perfon of his Majefty Hima
‘ felf; A few Mifcreants. filled with Fanatic Rage, who were as
¢ far from being true Proteftants, asthey were from being. true
‘ Subjelts: From whom the Proteftant Religion has received
¢ the greateft Wound and Reproach ; and the People of England
¢ the moftinfupporrable Shame and Infamy that was poffible, for
‘ the Enemies of God.and the King, to bring upon Us.——
Thus far, that Loyal and Religious Parliament; nor can_any,
who at any Time, go about to fubvert tkis refarmed Charch and
Antient Manarchy, and to change them into_a Repablican Lump, or &
Presbyrerian Synagogue deferve a better Chara&er. The pretended
Motives, which thofe accurfed Wretches went upon, may be beft
taken from that admirable Record, their folcmn League and Cove-
nant, viz.——— ¢ They had before their Eyes the Glory of God,
¢ the Advancement {)f- the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
¢ Jelus Chrift ; the Hononr and Bappinefs of the King’s Majefty,
¢ and his Pofterity, and the true public Liberty, Safety, and Peace’
of the Kingdoms. — 'The end of this Covenant, they profefs
€0 be —— ¢ "That the World ‘may bear Witnefs, - with our Con-
¢ {ciences of .our Loyalty; -and, That we have no Thoughts nor
‘ Intentions to diminifh his. Majefty’s juft Power and Greatnefs. —
Thus, thofe monftrous Hypocrites appealed to the World, and che
Worid, on Occafion of this Day’s horrid Wickednefs, muft come
in for Witneffes of their abominable Impudence.

Indeed, it was never likely, that fuch a:Pack of Hypocritical ¥il
lains fhould do, orintend any Thing for the real Good of Religion,
or of thefé Natjons: Men: are not wount 10 gather Grapf: of Therns, or
Figs of Thiftles. After 21l the gay Flourifhes of thofe Rebedions
Saints, time quickly fhowed their Cloven Fect. It feemed very
innocent, to. defire only, to remove Evil Counfellors from the King s
But,. under that Specious Pretext, their real Defign was, to take
off all thofe, who were able or willing to ferve, cither the Church
or State; when fuch Blocks were once removed, Villany would
quickly grow Triumphant,. " It feemed very reafonable, to, prevent
zhe Return of Popery, a Religion, whofe Priuiplesare a meer Hodge-
podge of Nowfenfe, Idolarry, ‘Superflivion, and: Rebellion 5 But the mean-
ing of thofe, who talked of thatr, was, to bring in a Heap of
new Lights, new Teachers, and all the Plagies of Here[y, Blofphemy, and
Phanaticifm.. It looked like Juftice, to-put a flop 10 Tyranny and
Arbitrary Power, wheve they could find it; but.their frue Intent
was, by that Noife, to exafperatea quict happy. People, againft
the beft of Monarchs; and when they bad railed enough at
TG 3 - Tyranny
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Tyranoy,” to amufe the Mulktitude, bK -a furprize, to affert and.
fertle it inthemfelvesy It -was. shoughe, not unfit, to redrefs the
Abufes of Epifiapal Power, if thexg:were aay; buntheir fecret Inten~
tions were t0.fix a Fifth Raie Pope,. an infallible Piece of Holinefs
in every Pasifh. Tt might have a fhew of Good-Zeal, toremove
what they: called, The Toke of Ceremonjes 3 buttheir true Aim was;
to rob Ged of his Honour, and to tike away ¢ven common De-
cency inbis Service. It founded very plaufibly, That they
would make their Severeign ‘a Happy and a Glorious Prince; and th{s'
was. all they -reafly performed 5. but. it was' not by fettling Him"
in his due’ Rights 4nd Power, but by ferting upon his Sas
cred Head the.more Gloricus .and Immarceflible Crown of Maxy
tyrdorn. ' 3
y’l'he Condition of eur Church and Natiom . . - .
would have. beenrdad, indeed, §f they had had  He ‘manus Trojam
10 bester Patriots, than thofe Mifcreanss 5 thould | erigent ?. Paruas
fuch Hands fettle: our Religion and our Liber- wfpes habet Trojs f
ties ? The Hopes of all thefe Nations had been | 7ales babes. ——s
wholly defperate, had not the Rock upon Sen. ;
which ‘they were fixed, been; higher thaa _. .
they. God would not admit, that DawiZ, a Szint of another
Clafs than our Rebels; thould build a Temple to his Name, be
canfe he had been a Man of Bloed, Qoe who had wickedly contrived
the Death of ‘innocent Urijsh;-and. had fought many Battles.
Nor would God," in_after Ages,’ permit that Hypocritical Apoflate
Julian, to build an Oratory. for Chriftian. Worfhip, tho’, at thag
Time, he outwardly expreffed a great deal of Zeal for that Rcij;
gion ; for God knew the Unfoundnefs of his Heart,. and fcorn

his outfide Piety, when there was nothing Sound within. - Could
fuch then be thought fit to build up the Church and Kingdom
of Chrift in thefe Nations, who had their Cruel Hands not only
dipp'd in the Blood of Theufands of -sheir Fellow Subjeits, who were
incomparably more Righteous' than themfelves ;.. but had their Cura
fed Hands dipp’d in the facred:Blosd of the Lords .dusinted 2 For, far
be that Hellifh Religion from Us, which glories in.the Favour and
Prote&tion of fuch Prodigies of Wickednefs. * Not Popery, nog
Jefuitif, not Hell it felf could ever have bidden more operr Defiance
to Law, Jufbice, Reafon, or Religion, thap thofe profligate Traytors
did, who from picking Quarrels with their Princes Govern~
ment, dared to oppofe bis juft Power by drm:,. vo fully his fpotlefs
Reputation by Calimnies, and atlaft, by an Jnfernal High Court of Fuftice,
#0 take away bis Life. ¥ )

Had Men of fiund Principles, Men of fober and. unfpotred Liwes,
eminent for folid Wifdom, and deep Apprebenfion of Thiugs, been concern-
ed in the g’ 4o of this Day, Strangers might have been flags
gered by their Charafter, and have fufpe&ed there had been fome
more than ordinary Reafon for it ; they’d have fancied, that Wife
and Good Meri would never have perpetrated arafh acd unfiiugi-,
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fiable piece of Wickednefs'; for ~—— Wickednefs is of the Wicked only,
&5 [aith the Prévers —— But why fhould I once mention G o
Wife Mex, in the Cafe before us! Asfoon may Heaven and Earth
mcet together, as foon may Light and Darknefs fubfift together.
in the fame Point, both oty Time and Place; as foon may the
Prince of Hell get lawful Poffeflion of the Sovereignry of Hea
ven, as s true Chrifiion, ating only upon true Ghriffian Principles,
can_entertain fo much as ane Difloyal Thought, or rebel againft bis law-
Sul Severeign. v 4

For the Wickedne[s of & Nation, many are the Princes thereof, fays
Solomon ; And great, certainly, was the Wickednefs of thefe un-
grateful Nations, in thofe Black Days of the great Rebellion. That
Wickednefs brought upon Us, that irreparable Lofs of ene of tbe
beft of Princes, and of Men, and expofed Us'to the arbitrary Tysanny
of & few domineering Atheifts. O, That our Eyes were Waters, and
our. Heads ‘were Fountains of Tears, That with their Streams,
we ‘might, if poffible, wafh away_ the Guilt, contrated by chat
horrid Impiety. _ Bat, alas ! The'Blow is given, the facal Stroke
is paffed, and the Calamity irrecoverable. What fhall we do in
this our Day,. to evidence our hearty Deteftation of that unpa-
rallel'd Treafon ? Eet Us praife our God fincerely, who has nog
yet extinguifhied ‘our Light altogether, nor given Us wholly up
to the inexpreffible Miferies of Anarchy and Confufion } Let Us love, and
with oor Hands and Hearts fupport that Monarchy, under which
alone our Hely our Primitive, and our dpofiolical Church and Religion
¢an be fecure? Let us not permit any Eucroschments on the Preros
garives of the Thrane, leaft, as formerly, we find the Liberties'of the
Swbjefts overwhelmed and buried in the fame Ruins. Let us be-
ware of groundle(s Fears and Fealoufies, Jeaft they fhould conceive and
bring forth Zreafons and Rebellions, and the moft execrable of Murders
sgain among Us. ’

We know Englard, nay, Landos it felf, has a Club of thofe Goda
mocking Wretches . who profane this' Day, with impious Feafting,
applaud the Bravery of thofe who murdered their Sovereign, and
Drink their Solesnn Healths, to that beld Hand, which fball firike the
next Blow at Britain’s Sovereign's Head : - We know there are Teachers,
Minifters of the Gofpel, as they prefumptuonfly ftile themfelves, as
well as 4theifiical States-men,” who impofe a new Scheme_of Governa
ment upon us ; and reprefent thofe Kings, whom the Holy Ghoft
calls Supreme,- as no better than the Truftees and Greatures of the
People 5 who therefore threaten our prefent]Gracious Sovereign with
having Recourfe prefently, to the Original Magazine of Power, 1. €. tq,
raife the Mob upon Her, if She fhould but maintain rhe Laws
of Her Anceftors, or deny any Thing which they fhould think
fit to demand of Her; who boaft of their Thofands and Tex
Thoufands openly, who applaud the Sin of this Dsy, and would be
glad of an Opportunity to repeat it. ‘O never let our Souls come
1u50 their Secret v Let -not our Hopours be usited to their Affembly ! Let

us abhor their Principles, deteft their Trealons, own osr ﬁ{gze‘;:g ;;‘7
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of’s Wicegerent, and ferve Her faithfully as our Lawful Severeign !
Let us not liften to falfe Teachers, turn Religion into Trifling,
evotion into Cant, nor Haly Zeal into guiddy Enthufiafm. Let
us hold faft thfe Forms of found Words” we yet have, leaft Fanatic
Raving fhould again blow up she Fire of Rebellion among us, and
our Slaves, once more, fheuld grow our Mafters. o
In fhort, et us, as Solomen advifes, Fear the Lord Prov.24.2I,
and the King, and not meddle with fuch as are given

22,
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to change s for their Calamisy, [ball rife fuddenly, and .
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:A Large Hifforical Account of Monarchical Government . |

elpecially of_the &nglih Moparchy. - Wherein is treated of

the [everal Benefits of Kingly Government, and the In-
convepiencies of Common-Wealths, with 'the Prpcipfes and  Pra-
&ices of our late Common-Wealth's-Men.. Allo ot the feveral
Badges of Sovercignty in. general, and particularly ‘according to
the Conftitutions of our Eaws. Likewife. the Duty of Subjeéts,
and the Mifchiefs of Faftion, Sedition, and Rebéllion. ‘A full
Account of the Saxon Councils, . Of the great Councils from
the Congueft, to the beginning of Henry II. Then of the great
Councils and Parliaments, to the End of E£4ward III. After, to
then End of King Charles I1. Of the FaQious Members of" Par-
liaments. Of the Encroachments of fome Parliaménts, efpecially
of fome Houfes of Cammons. An Account of the Privy Coun-~
cil, Minifters of State, Magiftrates, Judgcs, Juftices of the Peacs,
of-the-Nobility; Gentry, and Commonalry.~ The Proguofticks of
Faltion and Sedition, with the Remediesand Prefervatives againft
both. And laftly, of Confpiracies and Rebellion. - The Whole di-
vided into Porty Seven Chapters. Price Bound 14 s. 04

A Critical Hiftory of the Do&rines and Worfhip, both Good
and Evil, of the Church, from 4dam, to our Saviour Jefus Chriff ;
giving an Account of the Origin of all the Idolatries of the An-
cient Pagans, as far as they relate to the Fewifh Worthip. Written
in French by Montieux Furien, and faithfully done into Euglip. In
two Volumes, QO&avo. Price Bound 12 2 * : :

Old England ; or, the Governafent of England prov'd to be Mo-
narchical and Hereditary ; by the Fundamental Laws of Englaud,
and by the Authorities of Lawyers, Hiftorians, 2nd Diviaes;
and Allegiance to be due to the Ring. not only by the Laws Eccle-
fiaftical and Civil, but by the Laws f God and Nature ; and, That
neither the Pope, nor any ather Power, upon any Pretence what-
foever, can abfolve the Subjc&ts of England from their Oaths and
Allegiance to their King. In a Letter to a Reformer. With 2
Large Appendix. In O&avo. Price Bound 25. 6 &

Several Difcourfes, all preach’d in Jreland upon variety of Sub-
3€85, 2nd on different Occafions. By illiam Sheridan, fate Lord
Bithop of Kilmore and 4rdagh, in the Kingdom of Frelepd. In
three Volumes, in Qfavo. Pricc Bound 155 N. B, One Sermon
has {old above Onec hundred thoufand. :

The Hiftory of Fa&ion, slias Hypocricy, alias Moderation, fron
its firft Rife, down to its prefent Toleration in thefe Kingdoms.
Wherein its Original and Increafe are fet forth, its feveral Cons<
trivances to fubvere the Church and State, apparently derefted 5
and the Steps it hes made towards geting into the fupream
Power, from the Reformation to the riling of the laft Parliament;
are cenfider'd. In O&avo. Piice Bouid 25 64,
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